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Democrats Adopt Gay Rights Plank 
., I • "' - -- -............. - _. - - --- --· - � --

WASHINGTON, D.C. (IGNA) - The 
Platform Committee of the Democratic 
Party has adopted a Gay rights plank as 
part of a list of pledges to voters this 
November. 

Adoption of this plank marks the 
first time a major-Political party has 
called for an end to discrimination 
against homosexuals. 

.. The plank was adopted unanimous· 
Jy and cannot be challenged at the 
convention this summer. 

The plank reads: "We must affirm 
the dignity of all people and the right of 

each individual to have equal access to 
and participation in the institutions and 
services of our society, including actions 
to protect all groups from discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex or sexual orientation." 

"This includes specifically the right 
of foreign citizens to .enter into this 
country. Appropriate legislative and 
administrative actions to achieve these 
goals should be undertaken." 

The term "sexual orientation" was 
proposed by President Carter's domestic 

M.GC Pledges Support 
For Gay Cubans 

Carter Administration's Interagency 
Task Force, with the International 
Rescue Commission, and with the U.S. 
Catholic Conference to aid refugees 
from Castroite Homophobia. 

"We are getting calls from all 
around the country," says Dale Leeche, 
Project' Facilitator. 

"When Castro gave permission for 
unyone woo want.ed to leave Cubat;0 gq, 
the tidal wave of immigrants began," '
Rev. Perry said. "Boat owners who came 
to Cuba to pick up friends and relatives 
were forced by the Cuban government to 
take as many people as the boats would 
hold. People were marched aLbayonet 
point and lo.aded on the boats. Members 
of the press who have spoken with some 
of these refugees report evidence of 
massive physica1 abp.se including 

affairs adviser, Stuart Eizenstat. Repre
sentatives of Senator Edward Kennedy 
and Gay activists on the committee had 
pushed for a stronger plank. 

Bill Kraus, head of the Harvey Milk 
Democratic Club and a member of the · 

platform committee, explained to IGNA 
that Jimmy Carter sees the Gay vote as 
critical in California and New York. He 
can't· lose both states and win the 
election. "It's a political reality that' we 
are important." 

Kraus added, "Ever since I was a 
little kid I've been interested in politics 
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. and political conventions. Now at last 
I've actually been able to participate in 
one." 

He believes that Gays must turn to 
politics to gain and keep �heir rights. 

Kraus and the· other five Gay 
committee members urged the President 
to ban discrimination in federal employ
ment in all areas, to see that Gays are 
added to the 1964 Civil Rights Acts, and 
to push the Justice Department to halt 
th e I m m i gr a t i o n  S e r v i c e  f r o m  
preventing Gays from entering the 
country. 

TORONTO, CANADA ·· Nearly 
$60,000 has been pledged to begin work 
to aid 10,000 to 12,000 Lesbian and Gay 
Cuban refugees being held at concentra· 
tion camp-style facliities of three US 
military camps. Res.ponding to an 
appeal by The Rev. Tray Q. Perry, start· 
up funds have been pledged .by ministers 
representing Metropolitan ComQlunity 
Churches attending the UFMCC 
Eastern Minister.s Conference endine 
recently in Toronto, Canada. "At this 
moment," Rev. Perry said, "there are 
thousands. of Lesbians and Gay men in 
the Cuban refugee camps who have been 
stigmatized with the label homosexual. 
Up to this point, not one social agency 
has come forward to express willingness 
to help them. They are in limbo behind 
barbed wire at Indiantown Gap, 
Pennsylvania; Eglin Air force Base, 
Florida; and Fort Chafee, Arkansas. 
They are despised and rejected by the 
other refugees. 

continued on page 16 
Several GAzE staff members and friends frame a Gay Pride banner following the Gay 

Pride Week picnic on June 22. Story on page 6. 

"We are appealing to all Lesbians 
a n d  G a y  m e n  t o  acc e p t  t h e  
responsibility of caring that we might 
demonstrate to the world that we are not 
guilty of discrimination and that we are 
compassionate. It is our aim to negotiate 
with government agencies to facilitate 
the release and relocation of our sisters 
and brothers. Further, we will a range for 
them to be visited now in the camps, 
ministered to, and reassured that the 
Lesbian and Gay community in our 
country reaJly cares." 

Working from UFMCC headquar· 
ters m Los Angeles, a specially assigned 
Task Force is establishing official 
contact with the US Government and 
other resettlement agencies. The Task 
Force is· also finding sponsors who will 
assist in finding jobs and homes for 
refugees and in gathering financial 
assistance to get the refugees ·· who lack. 
families to sponsor them -· oht of the 
camps. Within the next three weeks, 
teams of Spanish-speaking Lesbians 
and Gay men will be sent into the three 
camps. Persons in the vicinities of the 
camps fluent ia Spanish and/or with 
expertise in Cuban culture are urged to 
contact UFMCC. The 'Rev. Bob Arthur, 
Director of UFMCC's Institutional 
Ministries, has been deputized to work 
for six months in this effort. The 
UFMCC- Cuban Refugee Program will 
be working in conjunction with the 
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The Myth .Of Burn-Out By Bill Johnson 

"Burn-out" is one_ of those phraliJeS we treat them as roadblocks. When we 
that has achieved fad status in the Gay do treat them as roadblocks, we 
community. It has· become the phrase inevitably experience burn-out. Bum
that makes excuses excusable, the out is the e xcuse we give for 
phrase that allows us to let ·someone discontinuing our efforts when we are 

to tum to? How could we, in good con
science, allow such a silly thing as bum
out to destroy the organization and the 
communications network that we have 
built? 

believe that doing nothing is better, 
because they always seem to be doing 
just that. 

But of all the reasons we might give 
for burn-out, by far the greatest is taking 
ourselves and those .who criticize us too 
�eriously. If we lose our sense of humor 

-a-nd->eUF enjoyment of the social side of · 

else do the work. . · criticized. How can we tell that Gay, person in 
.Mississippi that-we,are. "burned-out?" 
"I'm sorry, Gay person in Mississippi, 
but we have been doing all the work 
while others did nothing except criticize 
our efforts; we are burned-out and cap't 
help you." 

··� , ,. We ,become fnistra�ed- when, after .: .. . - Burn-_o·ut. is '1l ·ne-gative· phrase.•.Jt, 
working to plan an event or a program 
toward· helping the commQ.nity, we are 
confronted by people :who have ho
hummed their way through the 
planning process only to crawl out oft�e 
woodwork to scrutinize our efforts and 
m�ke sure. that we have -planned it 
properly. 

· We become frustrated whert we seem 
to.be undertaking an oversized p9rtion 
of the workload while others ,take the 
credit. 

We become fr ustrated when 
criticized. by others for what we are 
doing, particularly when they are doing 
nothing. 

But if we respond to· criticisms and 
fatigue in a manner which causes us to 
d i s c o n t i n u e  our e ff o r t s  toward 
furthering the cause of human and civil 
rights for Lesbians and Gay men, then 
our original motives ' are subject to 
question. If we are truly dedicated to ·the 
cause, we Will enjoy the work that we do. 

. It is unfair that we should feel the 
n�d to spend so much of our time - time . 
that we might otherwise· spend enjoying 
life and living -- fighting for nghts 
which should already' be ours. -It is 
unfair that I have to be ·writing this 
editorial. It is unfair'that I feel the need 
to despair because I am condemned by 
heterosexist society. But these are 
reasons to keep going, not to 'burri c;.ut. - Th� quickest way to kill the (Jay· 
rights q1ovement is to concern ourse�ves' 
so much with individual concer'rfs that' 
we lose sight of our purpose. Items iruch . . ' 
as personality conflicts and individual 
differeiices and major concerns such as 
racism,i sexism· and classism must be 
dealt �th; we· cannot succeed in! our 
strugglt for Lesbian and 

-
�ay rights if 

does nothing and it means nothing. It 
impresses no one. 

A recent letter received by GAzE 
reads: "I am a Gay person. I am from a 
small town in Mississippi. I am lonely, 
sad and depressed. I want to relocate but 
cannot be<:ause I don't have a job. I want 
to meet and socialize with other Gay 
people. I want to know if there are other 
Gay organizations in my state. Can you 
help me, please!" 

What would our world be if we were 
all burned-out? How many lonely, sad 
and depressed people would have no one 

One of the major criticisms that 
leads to bum-out is the accusation of 
being "politically incorrect." Tell that to 
a sad, lonely and depressed Gay person 
from a small town in Mississippi. 

"Doing nothing, it seems, would be 
better than being "politically incorrect" 
at any point in our endeavors. Surely 
those who criticize us on that point must 

life - especially-Gay life --then we are 
doomed to find our work in the 
movement too much a burden. No 
matter how serious our struggle for 
equality_ is -- and it is -- we cannot lose 
touch with those things which make life 
enjoyable. If we do, we will soon find our 
work is no longer worth the bother. We · 

will stop working with the movement 
and then say that we are "burned-out." 
And there is no term more "politically 
correct" these days than "burn-out." 

Burn-out? No such thing. 

Turning The Religious Roundtable 
By Bill Johnson · 

attempting to ensure that my life and or mis-interpretations thereof. 
An editori�l in a recent edition of yours fit their distorted guidelines. The New Ri�ht christians may not 

Th� Comwer.cial Appeal entitled We have seen it in Memphis for like the fact that I am Gay, but then 
"Preachers and Politics: Blurring of years with the Southern baptist church again,.I'm not particularly fond of them 
Church, Sta.te�' says that "New Right" (yes, those lower-case letters are either. But they have no right 
thinking is "reactionary in the most intentional) in their political control on· whatsoever to deny my right to 
literal sense of.the word in that it wishes the lives of other citizens. This is their indi v·idual fr!'ledom and protection 
to return to the old order, the time when right, mind you, to control the lives of because I am not one of them. 
homosexuals vyere in the closet, porno- · others through the political process, Turning the reiigious roundtable for 
graphy was under the table, abortions they tell us. a moment, let us imagine trying to deny 
were performed in backrooins by quacks A Lesbian friend who is Christian entry into the country of fundamental
and charlatans and women were in the tells me, "The fundamentalists are ists. Let us imagine trying to d�ny the 
kitchen." completely ignorant about homo- New Righters to teach in public schools, 

,: Another editorial in a later edition sexuality. They are totally closed' to other jobs, ;.public accommodations, 
entitled "High And Impregnable" what the Bible- really says about it, yet custody cases and 'countless other little 
condemns -such evangelicals as Jerry they are constantly telling us what they things with which we' are all familiar. 

> Fl\lwelL and. �he n,tional electronic think the Bible says. My God, we are And all because we don't happen to like 
church for political preaching _that quite well acquainted with their side of what they are. 
would legislate the- morality of >their But we �ren't trying to deny the 
�'christian" views. "Certainly we 

[ 
rights of anyone. We are simply saying 

cannot ... says the editorial. "and will not 

.. REPEnT· � give us our rights as tax-paying 
tolerate any preachment which_ would 

'· t Americans aiJ,d, damn it, leave us alone. 
deny aJ·ew access to public office in this · 

· .  �\_ The. New Right's 11th Commandment 
country because he (she) is not a 'born-

0 R 
� n:tust be '1Mind _they neighbor's 

again' Christian." 
: 

business," artd, apparently, it's the only 
With the good comes the bad. A I one they obey. 

letter to the editor of the paper asks, '·· ( . '< · / ' We have·seen morality legislated to 
" .. .isn't the height.:of hypocrisy and 

, ISH a far greaterdegree than in our country 
bigotry to wish to deny their right (fun- A d today. We saw it in Nazi Germal)y. 
dament.a:lisis) 'to freedom of religious { 

·. . . 

. . ·.:.-. . ' . When Hitler! decided that the "moral
b
ly 

and moral expression through . the �,.. ... 
.· 

. and racially · impure" should e 

GAzE is non-profit and assumes nci 
l iability for claims made by advertisers, 
Appearance in this publication does. 
not :indicate sexual orientation . 
Unsolicited material is welcomed, but 
cannot be returned. We reserve the 
right" to edit or reject all materials 
submitted for publication. 

·united political process?" ��;, '\ \ '\)j/�'· , . . ; ·l ,?":· . ·, J ��" ····

1 � 
II ;�:�u�-:�s

t�;r;::�a��e?m�:r:�c:�:� Well now, we have never before ·.; : _[: . · ' , · �::::;_ .[1 ·. r�· / �:\}i were executed. When he decided that loo.ked upon The Commercial Appeal as -�� · · · · _!1� . . · .._ � � :·. · ::�.� �Jf::. ��6t Gays were �orally impure, they were 
· ·.a comrade in arms, but it seems that the ..._... � �''- � t 

executed. 

Edito r: William W. Johnson 
Distribution: Ric Sullivan 
Local Advertising: Charlie McMullen 
Staff Writers: 

Scott Correll Marcia Kearn 
Edward Hurt Emily Rochman 
Hunter Johnston Regina Russell 

Ric Sullivan 

Production and Graphics: Artwave 
National Advertising: 

Rivendell  Marketing, 666 Sixth Ave., 
New York, NY 10010 

Published monthly at mid-month by 
Memphis Gay Media.: GAzE, Box 3038, 
�emphis, TN 38103. 

Member I GN A  (lnter'national Gay 
News Agency). 

outrageous (if I may borrow the words) 
· 

the story; when are they going to hear If the N�w Righters have decided 
�h

;:r;�;�r �:�:�:���::;:e::;t:�� ours?" that their god feels that Gays should be 
the ludicrousness--is helping to open the I don't want to dwell upon Bible . denied human rights, let their god deny 
eyes of intelligent people (such as interpretations, but I do want to make a us those rights. If they do it, they are 
newspaper editors) to the fact that our point that goes far beyond Christianity, placing themselves in their god's 
country is not a free one for all its a political point that transcends the position. 
citizens. It is not free for those who do comprehension of the fundamentalist When humankind decides that it 

New Right. No matter how .much they must play God, there is no end to the not happen to fit the mold tliat the desire it to be, this country isn't, will danger it creates. What the New Christian Church has chosen for people 
--for all people. never be, and never has been a Righters don't consider is that the same 

"Christian" country. It is a country in thing could happen to them; someone 
The fundamentalists, including which Christianity and all religions could come along and decide that they 

Fa lwell's "moral majority," the (including non-religions) are allowed to are morally impure (a decision most 
Southern baptist church, the "religious exist; the New Right christians, Gays made long ago)and zap(!)goodbye 
roundtable" and countless other born- however, have 'forgotten that civil Mister Falwell. (Or goodbye Mister 
aglrln groups are quick to point out that Uberties are extended only to those who Rogers -- pun intended. Sorry, Adrian, I 
they cannot be denied their rights to do not infringe upon the rights of others. couldn't resist.) . 
political organization. It seems funny, . Thedenial of civil rights toLesbians And by the way, New Righters, the 
however, that they do not hesitate in and Gay men is an infringement upon old "recruitment" and "convertment" 

. using ·.this '"right" to try to deny the the rights of American citizens, and the theories simply do not apply to Gays; if 
rights of oiliers. New Right seeks to deny our rights even you are looking for recruiters and 

It is not enough for them to live their further .. Our laws in this country are. converters, look in the mirror. If you·. 
lives . by the·· mora1 standards they· (constitutionally) supposed to b-e based really think -you are that much better 
choose. hqwever hypocritical they may upon protection of the individual--not . than I, you are suffering from the sin 
be; ,they ar� . content only when upon Biblical teachings, interpretations .. that destroyed SodoJil. 
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Sticks And Stones By Scott Correll 

Homosexuality has been called 
everything; homosexuals have been 
labeled everything from a to z; and everY 
reason has been given for the cause of 
homosexuality. For the most part, these 
labels and reasons have been provided 
us (Gay people) by the heterosexuals. 
These terms are ofteri not very flattering 
and disclose the narrow-mindedness of 
the user. 

A sin, an illness, a way of life, a 
crime against nature, abnormal variant 
of sexual behavior, normal variant of 
s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r, a n d  b e h a v i o r  
disturbance are just a few of the terms 
used for homosexuality. Homosexuals 
are born that way, have been enticed 
into homosexuality by an adult, have 
been turned to homosexuality because of 
a weak parent, have been made 
homosexuals because of a dominating 
parent, are unable to attract the opposite 
sex, are oversexed, are sexually 
deficient; are at the lower level ofhuman 
·evolution, are rebellious of the 
bourgeois, or have been victims . of 
various kinds of traumatic experiences. 

Terms used for "the" homosexual 
are even more bigotted, narrow-minded, 
a n d  s l a n de r o u s .  T h e  fol l o w i n g  
paragraphs are a n  explanation of these 
terms. These are the labels that Gays 
must help to become obsolete. Some of 
them originated in the Gay community 
but have been picked up in the straight 
community and, when used by a 
straight, .·almost always sound dirty. 

"Butch" is one label that has been 
picked up by the straight community 
from the Gay community. It comes from 
the slang "butch cut" which means 
severly cut hair style. Straight and Gay 
men use the term to denote a lesbian 
with masculine characteristics or a Gay 
man with no effeminate gestures. 

A "degenerate" in terms of homo
sexual slang is a homosexual or "queer" 
since he/she does not procreate. 
Degeneracy was believed to be a defect 
in an individual's heredity and often 
equated with the sudden reappearance 
of primitive tendencies in civilized 
human beings. Degeneracy was a 
reversal of progressive evolution; this 
theory was justified by the evolutionary 
concepts advanced by Charles Darwin. 
The degenerated string involved 
nervous illness, physical weakness, and 
deviant behavior. Thus any departure 
from conventional behaVior, whether 
sexual or social, was regarded as a sign 
of degeneracy. A sexual degeneratl:l, a 
homosexual, was a primitive, animal
like person who might do anything. 

"Dyke" is another term which 
originated in Gay slang and has been 
integrated into the heterosexual slang. 
It comes from "dite" in hermaphrodite 
and means the mannish lesbian; 
however, it is used less and less to denote 
the mannish lesbian and more and more 
to any Gay woman. 

"Fag(got)" is derived from several 
terms, but has come to mean a "queer," 
homosexual, in heterosexual slang. 
During the reformation of the English 
public school system in the first half of 
the 1800's,, ThoJ!las �rnold established 
the perfect system in V\f,hich the senior 
boys were expected to control the 
behavior of the younger boys. The 
practice of "fagging," which existed in 
the schools before the reform, was 
incorporated into Arnold's perfect 

system. The terrri "fagging" originally 
meant doing something which causes 
weariness. The small boys had to do 
tasks for the larger boys such as 
cleaning boots, running errands, and 
sometimes sexual services were 
included. Another derivative is from the 
World War I slang "fag" which meant 
cigarette; cigarettes were considered 
effeminate by cigar-smoking he-men. It 
is also speculated that the term could 
have derived from Fagin, Charles 
Dicken's character in OLIVER TWIST 
who taught boys how to be dishonest. 

The term "Gay" is Gay slang and 
has been adopted by the straight 
community. It comes from the 16th 
century French word gaie meaning 
homosexual man and from British slang 
gay girl meaning whore. Very seldom is 
it used by straights or Gays to denote 
"happy." When the term "Gay" first 
began to appear in slang it referred only 
to male homosexuals_ It is beginning to 
d e n o t e  b o t h  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e  
homosexuals .now, and in broad 
instances, refers to heterosexuals who 
enjoy living the Gay lifestyles in every 
form except for the sexual preference. 

"Himmer" is a very seldom used 
term·. The user of the term can be dated 
back to the late '50's and it is solely a 
heterosexual slang word. The term is 
based upon the joke of a parishioner who 

placed a ten dollar bill in the offering. 
When the deacon noticed this he 
announced that the person who placed 
the bill in the plate could select the next 
hymn, so the parishioner stood up and 
said, "I'll take him, and him, and him." 

The word "homo" is heterosexual 
slang from the word homosexual and, of 
course, means homosexual. "Homo
sexual" is in turn derived from the Greek 
homos meaning same; it is not derived 
from the Latin homo meaning man. 

"J aisy ," another heterosexual slang 
word from the early '50's comes from 
combining Jane and Daisy and means 
homosexual. A "man's man" meaning 

· ·homosexual male, mocks the male 
servant attending to the needs of a 
bachelor. The user of this heterosexual 
slang word dates himself to the '40's. 
"Ralph", "Cecil", "George", "Cy'', 
"Seymour", and "Bruce" are proper 
names used in heterosexual slang to 
ridicule effeminate, timid, mousey men. 
"Sissy", derived from sister, is a straight 
slang term meaning the effeminate 
homosexualtiy-bound son. A "three
letter man" is still another straight 
slang tertn to denote the male homo
sexual; it is derived from fag (f-a-g). 

The term "Lesbian", meaning 
female homosexual, comes from the 
name of the Greek island, Lesbos, where 
the homosexual poet· Sappho was hom. 

Lesbian is a term that is used equally 
between straights and Gays; however, 
when used by straights it is often used in 
a bigoted conotation. 

"Queen", a Gay slang term, from the 
British word quean meaning woman of 
low morals and previously derived from 
the Greek word gyne meaning woman is 
used by Gays to designate an effeminate 
male homosexual. The straight 
community has incorporated "queen" 
into their vocabulary to denote any male 
homosexual. 

Perhaps the most degrading of all 
heterosexual slang terms is "queer." 
''Queer" originally meant odd or 
different, something·out ofthe norm, but 
today the word is seldom used for this 
meaning. Instead the heterosexuals use 
it almost exclusively to denote a homo
sexual, male or female. This term is 
derived from the British slang word 
quare meani�g unusual. 

Credits to: HOMOSEXUALITY: A 
HISTORY, by Vern L. Bullough, C. 
1979, · New American Library, Inc., 
N.Y.C., N.Y. 

GAY TALK A (SOMETIMES OUT-
·RAGEOUS DICTIONARY OF GAY 
SLANG), formerly entitled THE 
QUEEN'S VERNACULAR, by Bruce 
Rodgers, C. 1972, Paragon Books, 
N.Y.C., N.Y. 

Gays Urged To Support_ Boycott 

l_s Nestle Killing Babies? By MCG 

Declining birth rates in Western 
nations has sent infant formula manu
facturers looking for new markets. Most 
are in Third World countries. 

Only 10% of Third World mothers, 
·those who can't breast-feed, must use 
this formula. Manufacturers ·have 
launched heavy advertising and 
marketing campaigns to convince these 
people that bottle-feeding is modern and 
scientific; breast-feeding backwards 
and primitive. 

This widespread problem is more 
serious than promoting an unnecessary 
and expensive product. 

Safe use requires pure water, 
sterilization of bottles and nipples and 
enough money to buy the necessary 
amount of formula. Unless formula is to 
be prepared every few hours, . a 
refrigerator ·is also needed� In many 
cases, the only water source is a single 
public fountain, frequently contamina
ted. Because parents cannot afford fuel, 
mothers do not have the facilities to boil 
water or sterilize the bottles and nipples; 
the child is exposed to germs and 
parasites which the breast-fed infant is 
not. These infants do not receive the 
natural antibodies present in the 
mother's milk. If the bottle sits in the sun 
(most usually do), t)le result is diarrhea, 
a cause of malnutrition. 

These Third-World. mothers must 
spend as much as 50 to 80 percent of the 
family's total income on formula for just 
one child. To make the formula-stretch 
further, it is often over-diluted, again 
leading to malnutrition. 

Malnutrition, even if the child 
survives, generally causes irreversible 
brain damage. 

Baby-bottle disease has reached 
epidemic levels, and health officials 

hold the formula producers responsible. 
By the time Baby�bottle disease is 
diagnosed, it is too late; the mother's 
own milk has dried up. This disease has 
killed thousands of Third World babi.es 
and caused severe mental retardation in 
countless others. 

Most formula manufacturers have 
discontinued promotion, but Nestle, a 
huge Swiss transnational, refuses to 
accept responsibility and continues its 
promotions. 

A world-wide boycott of Nestle has 
been encouraged by various groups who 
urge Gay people, as persons concerned 
about human rights; to support. The 
following are part . of the world-wide 
boycott: 

· 

COFFEES AND TEAS: Taster's 
Choice, N escafe, Nestea, Decaf, Sunrise, 
Pero. 

WINES: Beringer Bros., Los 
Hermanos, Crosse and Blackwell. 

. CHEESES: Swiss Knight, Wispride 
Gerber, Old Fort, Provolone Lacatelli, 
Cherry Hill, Roger's. . 

PACKAGED FRUITS, SOUPS, 
ETC.: Libby's, Stouffers Frozen Foods, 

· Souptime, Maggi Soups, Crosse and 
Blackwell. 

HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS: 
Stouffers, Rusty Scupper. 

M I S C EL L A N E O U S :  L ' O r e a l  
Cosmetics, Nestle cookie mixes, Deer 
Park MouQtain Spring Water, Pine Hill 
Crystal Water, Kavli Crispbread, 
McVities, Keiler, James Keller and Son 
Ltd., Contique by Alcon, Lonax by Owen 
Labors, Lancome. 

(Thanks to Distaff and The Infant 
Formula Action Coalition.) 

This is the "House of the 
Lord" and in· God's "House" 
there are no closets. 

2035 Central Avenue 
358-LIFE • 358-5433 

··Sunday 6:45 p.m.·· 
0 ·"My House shall be a House of ll!•yer tor all people." 
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Two New Anti-Gay Organizations Form 
homosexual. And she is setting futur� 
guidelines for American families.'· 

. 

The Humphrey letter appears to be 
concerned with the White House Con
ference on the Family, but none of those 
mentioned in the letter are invoJved in 
that Conference. 

WASIDNGTON - Two new anti· 
G a y  o r g a n i z a ti o n s, "Ame r icans 
Against H.R. 2074" and the "American 
Family Institute," have kicked off major 
campaigns. 

"Americans Against H.R. 2074" is a 
project of the Gates Community Chapel 
of Rochester, New York, a tax· 
deductible, religious organization. The 
information that Gay Rights National 

' Lobby has, however, indicates that their 
campaign is national in nature. 

Their first direct mail effort 
predictably employed distortions about 
the impact of H.R. 2074, including the 
spectre of it requiring Gay teachers in 
religious schools, ordination of Gay 
ministers and the possibility that H.R. 
2074 would require Gay marriages. And 

. spokesperson Pastor Fletcher Brothers 
stated a blatant lie: "Passage of bill H.R. 
2074 could result in the hiring of known 
practicing homosexuals without regard 

to their job qualifications . simply 
bec(luse they are homosexuals." 

GRNL lobbyist Steve Endean 
expressed serious concern over one 

·aspect of this development. "Their direct 
mail package indicates a new level of· 
'sophistication' - with the letter person· 
alized to the correct Members of 
Congress, etc. This mailing, plus the 
information we have from Capitol Hill 
that Members of Congress are 
beginning to receive large numbers of 
anti-Gay mail, only increases our 
resolve to continue our efforts on the 
national Constituent N etwork," Endean 
said. 

· 

The American Family Institute, 
launched by Senator Gordon Humphrey 

. (R-New Hampshire), has attacked 
·President Carter for "assaulting the 
American families" by the appointment 
of Jean O'Leary (GRNL Board 
Member), Bella Abzug, and Mrs. 

Andrew Young to various Presidential 
Commissions. 

Humphrey's letter states: "Believe it 
or not he has asked Bella Abzug, Mrs. 
Andrew Young and Jean O'Leary to set 
further standards for Ame rican · 

families! Jean O'Leary was Co· 
Executive Director of the National Gay 
Task Force. In simple words, she is a 

British TV 

Further, Jean O'Leary had resigned 
from her Commission position (which 
was on the Women's Commission) some 
time ago, and Bella Abzug had also left 
her Commission at an earlier date. 

Does Gay Series By Michael Brown 
LONpON (IGNA) : B r i t ish 

television has, at last, decided to investi· 
gate the existence o f  the Gay 
community's lifestyles, that is, apart 
from its traditional depiction of Gays as 
patients who need curing, as comic 
jokes, as criminals, and so on. 

came police harassment, followed by 
another on Lesbians' c ustody of 
children and on adoption. 

According to Executive Producer 
Barry Cox, the ratings were typical for a 
late night Sunday slot. 

Death In Venice 
Had Gay Overtu re 

London Weekend Television formed 
its Minorities Unit in 1979, which for the 
first time in the history of British TV, 
will cover such groups in special 

, programs. Blacks had first attention, 
·followed by Gays, with an initial 
projected series of 11 weekly half-hour 
shows called Gay Life. 

Criticism has come from some 
Lesbian organizations and individuals. 
Major complaints ranged from the 
predominantly male production staff 
and male emphasis in content to 
methods of presentation. 

Specific complaints were that the 
series treated Gays like "wild life" 
specimens and that the "impartial," 
invisible, authoritative commentator 
gave a "common sense" point of view 
that often cancelled out any pro-gay 
stance that emerged from the interviews 
or other information. Also criticized was 
the use of Gay opponents to present their 
views, "to create a balance," when those 
views often get screentime anyway . . 

LONDON (IGNA) · A world
renowned opera singer has talked 
openly at last about his 40-year relation
ship with Benjamin Britten, one of the 
foremost composers of the twentieth 
century. 

In a story in the London Observer, 
Sir Peter Pears, at the age of 70, agreed 
to discuss the homosexuality of the two 
men, who were lovers and also 
c o l l e a g u e s  in v a r i o u s  m u s i c a l  
endeavors, most notably Death in 
Venice. 

Benjamin Britten himselfj had not 
been open about his homosexuality 
before his death in 1976. Even Pears 

. . finds it difficult to talk about the 

problems facing even so respectable a 
Gay couple during their years together. 
Although Britten might joke about 
being homosexual among close and 
knowing friends, he never shared the 
promiscuity and outrageous delight of 
the Auden/Isherwood circle. 

According to a forthcoming 
biography by Robert Duncan, who wrote 

. the libretto for Britten's The Rape of 
Lucretia, Britten was "a reluctant 
homosexual, a man in flight from 
himself, who often punished others for 
the sin he felt he'd committed himself." 

Benjamin Britten, however, was. a 
careful keeper of diaries, letters, and 
photos, and turned them over to his 
biographer before his death . 

The decision was to screen them late 
night on Sundays because the subject is 
"sensitive," a time when most people 
have retired to sleep for Monday 
morning work. 

The series started in February, 1980 
and began with a look into job discri
mination in the Civil Service with 
special emphasis on the security risks of 
employing Gays. This followed a recent 
Gay spy scandal, and so was calculated 
to be topicaL 

The next program dealt with Gay 
stereotypes: clones in disco clubs, men in 
leather, drag queens, all interviewed 
with an overvoice commenting. Then 

The major complaint seemed to be 
superficiality of approach. 

The TV team answered objections at 
a meeting and admitted mistakes and 
faults, partly due to inexperience with 
this type of program. They noted the 
criticisms, but added that their pro
fessional ethics would make them resist 
undue outside pressure. 

Airport Theatre Mid-Town Theatre 
345-0657 

2214 E. Brooks Rd. Open Daily 
10 A.M. 

725-4306 
1360 Poplar Ave. 
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Midnight Gay Movie 

Every Night During 

Conference '80 
.At Mid-Town Theatre 

· Bookstore, Video Cassette, Arcade, Novelties 
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BOX 3038 
Letters to the editor should be short. Address to: Editor, GAzE, Box 3038, Memphis, TN•38103. 
Letters must be signed, but names will be withheld by request. We reserve the right to edit all 
letters. 

., 

Proud Of Us 

I am interested in starting a Gay 
publication in St. Louis and have been 
reading GAzE regularly for the past 
three months. My friends and I agree 
that, though yours is not one of the 
largest or slickest, it is one of the best 
Gay newsmagazines we have seen. 
Each page ·is full of interesting and 
readable material. Your layout is 
excellent. 

I would like to model a paper for St .. 
Louis after GAzE. Please add me to your 
subscription list. 

Stuart Rogers 
St. Louis 

Thanks For "Talks" 

I am a visually-impaired Gay 
person and want to thank you good 
people for providing the "GAzE Talks" 
program. A good friend of mine told me 
that he read an ad in your paper saying 
that the service was available. 

Having GAzE read to me is the only 
way I can keep up with what is going on 
in the community. I am writing this 
letter to encourage anyone who might . 
read it to tell their friends who are 
visually-impaired that this service is 
available. Just sign me--

A Brother In Need 
Memphis 

Thanks For Publicity 

I thank you folks for publicizing the 
Gay Pride Week events in GAzE. 
Otherwise, I would not have known 
about them. 

I attended all of the events that I 
could fit in my schedule, but I especially 
enjoyed the Gay Pride Riverboat Cruise. 
I had a special thrill and a real burst of 
pride when the boat traveling along side 
us spotlighted the Gay Pride banner 
that was hanging on the side of our boat. 

It's about time we let them know 
that we are here and that we aren't going 
away. 

I love you--our--paper, and I love you 
all for making it happen 

Jean Jones . 
Germantown 

Censored No More 

Your editorial in June GAzE, "When 
Can We Say 'No' To The Media?" was 
exceptionally well-written and well said. 

Your statement that "The truth 
about homosexuality, the reality of 
being Gay and the Gay lifestyle has 
been censored ... " really hit home with 
me. The Bible-thumpers, however they 
choose to mis-interpret the Bible, have 
no business censoring us. All hell 
(forgive me) would break loose if we 
should try to censor them! 

Your editorial burned a hoie right 
through my closet door. No more will I be 
censored. I am proud to sign my. name to 
this letter. 

Where The Bars Are 

Thanks for putting your paper in 
Walden books. I finally found out where 
the bars are in Memphis. 

Name Withheld 
Arlington 

Gay Bigots 

When it comes to unthinking 
prejudice, . we Gays often give just as 
good as we get--and the resulting aliena
tion of potential friends is just as 
harmful to the Gay cause as the hatred 
of the most anti-Gay redneck. 

No one needs to tell us that we have 
had a difficult life; that we find ourselves 
fighting society for a right to live in 
peace, undisturbed by law. Nor would 
the average Gay person disagree with 
the suggestion that we can use all the 
help in this fight that we can get. Both 
statements seem so obvious as to make 
their reputation unnecessary. 

Yet, in our very behavior, many 
times we as Gay people alienate or 
threaten to alienate the strongest allies 
we could possibly have. We often put. 

A Review 

these people on the defensive to such an 
extent that they finally abandon Gays · 

and our struggle for civil equalities. 
Ridiculous? I can hear many Gays 

now laughing superciliously up their 
'sleeves. We aren't that stupid! We are 

alert to using any ally we can get. But I 
would like for you to consider these 
consciousness-raising thoughts; Gays 
in our struggle for recognition as a bona
fide alternative lifestyle, expect 
straights to be more tolerant of homo
sexual love, yet we are ourselves often 
contemptuous of heterosexuality; Gay 

. sex practices are of little concern to 
straights who would be our friends, but 
the least they can expect from us is equal 
tolerance. Many homosexuals who are 
thoroughly revolted by the idea of 
heterosexual love·making, likewise 
thoroughly enjoy many of these same 
acts with a homosexual partner. 

Speaking from a male point of view, 
when is the last time you men were in the 
company of a female friend and made a 
little remark about the repulsiveness of 
female genitals? Don't hide behind the 
suggestion that your friendship is too 
"refined" to permit sexual references to 
interfere with your friendship. Most 
women who are intelligent and sensitive 
enough to be our friends, are also 

Women's Music Festival 
"Like A Dream" 

Imagine Holly, Meg, Teresa, The atmosphere: the 1400 women 
Rhiannon, Robin Flower, Gwen Avery, who participated all seemed like old 
and Nancy Vogl all singing Chris friends. The campground where we· 
Williamson's "Waterfall." Sound like a stayed was exclusively women in town 
dream? That is exactly what the for the festival, and the place seemed 
fortunate audience at the Seventh comfortable and safe. 

· 

National Women's Music Festival However, Shangri-la just doesn't 
(NWMF) in Illinois heard. Holly Near exist in Champagne either. The 
brought out all of these artists for a NWMF did have its pitfalls. The 
grand finale during her set, and just as publicity was misleading; with a week's 
generously, she and Meg came back out price really meaning only four· days. 
to finish with "The Road I Took toY ou." Worse, racism is evident within the 

That was surely one of the high women's music network. According to 
points of the NWMF this May. There Mary Watkins (formerly of Olivia. 

sensitive and intelligent enough to pick 
up on any such negative references. 

We all know that women have been 
going through their own struggle for 
civil equalities. Gay people need to 
cultivate women as our friends and 
allies in the battle for Gay· rights. I 
would suggest that a lot of us need to 
analyze our attitudes. If you discover 
that you've been letting your deepest 
dislike for the female body show, tone it 
down. After all, how long would you 
want to remain allies and friends with 
someone whom you knew thought that 
parts of your body were the most 
unpleasant, ugly, disgusting flesh they 
have ever seen. Think about it. 

J.R. Finney II 
Memphis 

BeHer And Better 

GAzE just keeps getting better and 
better. Your "Censored" editorial and 
the article about "What CBS Didn't Tell 
Us" were especially good in the June 
issue. 

Lorri Foster 
Southaven 

By Carol 

there was no female performer good 
enough to be in their folk festival) in 
1974 through a $6,000 debt the second 
year to a more devastating blow in 1976 
when, two groups formed and began 
struggling for control. This year the 
registration for the festival far exceeded 
all previous . years. The women in 
Champagne-Urbana and other women's 
music centers in the country are 
questioning what to do with the music 
now that they have established a strong, 
active, successful core of support. 

were others. The workshops: the Records), the festival organizers decided Memphis is a different story. 
members of Alive! talking about what a quota of Third World (inch1ding black) Alternative Productions came together 
it's like to drive over 30,000 miles a year performers must be included. However, last October as an all-woman production 
as a six woman jazz group; Robin Tyler, they callously told these performers why collective to promote and produce 
the only Lesbian comedienne touring they were chosen. Ironically, , one of the women's concerts and events. In some 
today, discussing comedy and women; groups added to fit this formula was two ways we are back where the women of 
producers comparing notes on new acts, WOm e n  fr o m  ') a k l  a n d  n a m e d  Champagne were in 1975-76. Struggling 
financing, wider �udiences, and Castleberry and Dupree who raised the to get out ofdebt, developing an effective 
outreach to handicapped groups; Holly roof and nearly stole the show. network of information, and finding 
Near listening to new performers and Personally I was dismayed by acceptable, affor�able space and 
giving criticism of t.heir work: and many emcee Robin Tyler's jokes about men equipment have been some of the 
more. and her defense that it is all right to · common problems. However, we are 

The open mike: everyone was free to ridicule men sexually since they have proud that within six months of our 
sign up for a time to talk, sing, or play done it to women for so long. Surely beginning we've produced two major 
with full sound equipment. A Lesbian imitating insulting behavior isn't our concerts and an all day media fair with 
soap opera group, old timers like Maxine answer. films, workshops, and a concert. If we 
Feldman and Therese Edell, and a One of the most meaningful parts of can learn from the women at the NWMF 
continuous stream of new performers the festival for me was listening to a to avoid the power struggles that nearly 

Linda O'Conner took advantage of this unique history ofhow it evolved from a counter- �destroyed them, we can leap ahead to 
Memphis opportunity. event (the men in town told the women narrow the gap between us and them. 
--------------------------------------------- Juiy, 1980-GAzE-5 
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LOCAL 
Dignity-Memphis To 

Celebrate Liturgy 

Members of Dignity-Memphis will 
help celebrate the liturgy at St. Peter's 
Village Chapel, 1805 Poplar at McLean, 
Sunday, July 27 at 1 1  a.m. Brunch will 
follow the liturgy. All are invited to join 
in the celebration of Christ's Mystery. 
For information please write Box 3733, 
Memphis 38103 or call 327-4965. 

Dignity, Inc. is an international 
movement of Gay and Lesbian Catholic 
men and women and friends working 
within the Church for the development 
of its sexual theology, for acceptance of 
Gays "and Lesbians as full and equal 
members, and to elicit responsive 
approaches both inside and outside the 
Catholic Church. 

Summer Holiday Reigning 
"Miss George's" 

Summer Holiday claimed the title of 
"Miss George's" at the a n n u a l  
spectacular June 27. According to 
several members of the audience, 
Summer literally "stole the show." 

The show, however, contained some 
exceptional talent. One onlooker said, "I 
missed it last year, but I won't miss it 
next year." 

Gay Switchboard Celebrates 
At Schl itz Belle 

The Memphis Gay Switchboard 
volunteers celebrated their recent 
recognition by Volunteers In Action at a 
free beer-for-all at the Schlitz Belle June 
30. 

Said Ric Sullivan, a member of 
TGCHR and a Switchboard volunteer, 
the TGCHR had attempted to reserve 
the Schlitz Belle, which is offer.ed free to 
groups in the city, but was turned down 
because of "political connotations" of 
that group. A meeting several weeks ago 
by TGCHR representatives and the 
Vice-President of Public Relations from 
Schlitz home offices in Milwaukee, 
helped to reduce the company's 
apparent homophobia. 

TGCHR was told, however, that 
political groups were not permitted to 
use the Schlitz Belle facility. It was the 
suggestion of company executives that a 
non-political . group,  such as the 
Switchboard, apply for the facility. 

"I'm just happy to see that they 
would allow an openly Gay group to get 
in there," said a TGCHR representative. 

Leonard Matlovlch, 
Lea Hopkins To Appear On 

Marge Thrasher Show 

Leon ard Matlovich and Lea 
Hopkins, two of the keynote speakers for 
the fifth Southeastern Conference of 
Lesbians and Gay Men (Conference '80), 
will appear on the Marge Thrasher 
Show on Friday morning, August 1 ,  
marking the second time this year that 
open Gays have been. guests on the 
program. 

The Conference '80 Plan ning 
Committee arranged the interviews 
with Leonard and Lea. The other . 
keynote speakers for the Conference will 
not arrive in Memphis until later that 
day. 

· . 

Earlier this year, three members of 
the Memphis Gay Speakers Bureau 
appeared on the show and spoke about 
Gay lifestyles and local concerns of the· 
Gay rights movement. 
6-GAzE-JI.lly, 1980 --
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"Electric Woman" To Perform 
At Conference Dance 

C o n fe r e n c e  ' 8 0  o r g a n i z er s  
announced in June that "Electric 
Woman," an up-and-coming group from 
neighboring Little Rock, will play for the 
Friday, August 1 dance in Holiday Hall 
at the Rivermont. 

"Electric Woman" is one of few 
openly-Lesbian bands in the country 
today. Their music, all danceable, is a 
mixture of original compositions and 
familiar songs. The group created much 
excitement at this year's National 
Womens Music Festival with their style 
of music. The ensemble includes electric 
keyboards, guitar and drums. 

Conference Fundraising 
"Better Than Expected" 

Conference '80 organizers say that 
local fundraising events and other · 

income sources have raised over $3,000 
for the Conference during the past 4 
weeks. 

"A Very Special Day" at the Psych
Out on June 29, "La Cage Aux Fools" at 
George's on July 15, the "Art-Junko" 
sale during Gay Pride Week and some 
undisclosed income has helped put the 
Conference in t"he black. Organizers say 
that registration fees should pay the 
remainder of the cost, which is 
estimated at $7-8,000. 

Baptists Praying For 
"Homosexual Convention" 

An informed source has told GAzE 
that local fringe Baptists are "putting 
pressure" on Holiday Inns, Inc. to allow 
them to hold religious services on the 
Rivermont parking lot during the 
Southeastern Conference of Lesbians 
and Gay men. 

Believed to be behind the funda
mentalist movement is Rev. Charles 
Britt who, in an . early-July radio 
broadcast, encouraged listeners to call 
Holiday Inns' corporate headquarters 
on Lamar Avenue and express their 
o pinions about the corporation's 
·allowing the Rivermont to be used for a 
"homosexual convention." 

Gay Pride Week in Memphis was 
termed "a great success" by organizers 
(TCGHR), including a Gay Pride picnic, 
Gay riverboat cruise, an educational 
seminar at MSU for ·. the helping 
professions and other events. The theme 
for Gay Pride Week 1980 was "Positively 
Gay, Positively Memphis/' reflecting 
the positive attitudes of local Gays in 
themselves and their city, · 

The Gay Pride pic�lc on June 22 �as 
a fun-filled afternoon with plenty to �at 
and drink, games and · a voileyball 
tournament pitting men .

· 
against 

women. The riverboat cruise . on the . 

The person to call is Ann Wilson, 
Corporate Public Relations Director for 
Holiday Inns, and the number is (901)  
362-4505, for those who wish to call and 
express opinions contrary to those Rev. 
Britt has in mind. · 

A member of the Conference 
Planning Committee said, "We are 
prepared to deal with the funda
mentalists. This is nothing that we 
didn't expect, and we discussed the 
probability of it with Rivermont 
personnel from the very beginning. We 
are prepared, also, to file suit against 
either the fundamentalists or the 
Holiday Inn for any unlawful actions by 
either party." 

The committee member said, also, 
that the Conference is represented by 
attorneys and the American Civil 
Liberties Union. There will be ACLU 
observers throughout the Conference to 
bear witness to any illegal actions by 
outsiders. Security, also, has been 
"stepped up" by the Rivermont. 

Chapman Cancels, 
Re-schedules Engagement 

Police Director Buddy Chapman, 
scheduled to speak to the Memphis 
Chapter of TGCHR (Tennessee Gay 
Coalition for Human Rights) on July 7, 
cancelled the engagement at the last 
minute due to "an unexpected trip out of 
town." 

At press time, Director Chapman 
had agreed to speak at the July 21 
meeting of TGCHR. Chapman is 
scheduled to speak about the relation
ship between the Memphis Police 
D e p artment and the local Gay 
community and answer questions from 
the group. 

TGCHR representative Linda Ott 
met  with t h e  P ol i c e  A d v i s ory 
Commission in mid-June and has been 
invited to attend future meetings. It is 
hoped that such a liaison will ensure 
that Gay/Lesbian community concerns 
are recognized by the police department. 

Memphis Queen II was equally fun-
. filled and fell by chance on the night of 
the Jun� full moon. The cruise lasted 4 
hours and much ofthe time the Queen II 
traveled down river alongside the larger 
showboat which was hosting a party of 
interested onlookers, particularly after 
the showboat spotlighted the TGCHR 
and Gay ·Pride Week banners hanging 
along the railings of the Queen II. 

Other events at local bars and by 
local socia'l clubs helped to make the 
week one. of festivity. A member of 
TGCHR's Gay Pride Week committee 
told GAzE; "We tried this year and hope 
to try harder next year to work with 

Freda Smith To Speak 

The Rev. Elder Freda Smith, Vice
Moderator of the Board of Elders for the 
U n i v e r s a l  F e l l o w s h i p  o f  t h e  
Metropolitan Community Church will 
be in Memphis on Aug. 13 and Aug. 27. 

The Aug. 13 meeting will be a 
covered dish dinner. For time and 
locations call the MCC at 358-5433. For 
information about the dinner, call Terry 
Shepherd at 398-0250. 

Miss Black Gay Tennessee 
Slated For Beale Street 

Cabaret 

The Miss Black Gay Tennessee 
Pageant will be held on July 26 and 27 at 
the Beale Street Cabaret at the corner of 
historic Beale and Fourth Streets with 
prizes totaling over $1 ,000. 

Tickets are on sale for $10 at Boss 
Ugly Bob's, Michael's Records, Poplar 
Tunes, D & D Lounge, Family Mfair, 
George's, 10 N. Cleveland, Sharon's, the 
P e n d u l u m  a n d  t h e  P s y c h - O u t .  
Narrating will be Lily Christine and 
special guest will be Lisa King. 'fhe 
pageant begins at 9 p.m. on July 26, and 
is sponsored by T.W.O. Productions, 
Inc., Box 847, Memphis 38107. 

Other Special Events 
Scheduled .. .  

The Miss Gay Female Memphis 
Pageant, sponsored by G.O.P.S., will be 
held at the Psych-Out beginning at 4 
p.m. on August 10. 

Apollo-Memphis will sponsor a 
"Pasta Party" at Sharon's on Saturday, 
August 16 from 5-7 p.m. Everyone is 
welcome. 

The Miss G.O.P.S. Pageant will be 
held at the Psych-Out on September 14  
beginning at 4 p.m. 

other groups to plan and schedule Gay 
Pride Week events. It is hard to unite the 
Gay community. People don't always 
realize that working together doesn't 
mean we have to be more or less out-of
the-closet\than we want to be. But even 
with the problems we had, Gay Pride 
Week 1980 was even more exciting than 
we had predicted." 

Voter registration tables were set Up 
at some of the week's events. A table 
staffer termed the voter registration 
drive as "very successful" and said that 
registration drives will continue at 
future events. 



Gay Pride Week Seminar 

-· MSU .Hosts .. � 

"The  G ay C l ient ' �  · By Ric Su l l ivan 
· .  ' . . 

"Being Gay is a very positive, very audience, "I am a Lesbian," ·and 
exciting lifestyle" was the message stressed that professionals must help 
delivered to 60 counseling, medical, their Gay clients realize their own 
pastoral and other professionals on individual needs rath�r than molding 
June 2:1 at a Memph� State University them into any stereotypical roles. Gays 
seminar entitled ''The Gay Client: . seeking help must see themselves as 
Issues and Awareness." indivi$fuals with choices, .not. a·s 

Welcoming rem,arks by Dr . . John · . products of p�thology or mythology. 
Dill, Assistant Yice President for Dt. Graves Enck, MSU Assistant 
Academic Affaiis, revealed the adminis- Professor of Sociology, discussed the 
tration's homophobia ·and initial reluc- implications of society's determinations ' 

, tance to permit th,e c;lay-long event. of moral/immoral behavior upon those 
"This conference is not . necessarily w.h o  d o  n ot fit i n t o  � -s o c i e t y ' s  
welcomed to the University," Dr. Dill " pr e fe r a b i l ity"· · fo r · a c c e p t a b l e  
indicated. However, h e  felt that the behaviors. He reminded the group that 
seminar's existence reflected "a major "a possibility tliat's different shouldn't 
important step on the part of the be stigmatized j'ust· ·because it's 
University." . · . . 

different," especially . when a question-
Or. Alice Moses, Professor at UT's able behavior such as homosexuality is 

School of Social Work, discussed in her "arbitrarily defined as unacceptable." 
k e y n o t e  a d d r e s s  h o w  h el pi n g -
professionals have traditionally Participants also discussed needs of 
emphasized negative feelings of their Gay clients through workshops 

· Gay clients. Exploring three common examining counseling, legal and 
myths concerning Gays-that all assume ' pastoral issues relevant to Gay men and 
"butch" or "femme" roles, that all are 
hypersexual, and that Gays are "sick 
and pathological"--she admonished 
those working with Gays to be "willing 
to accept sexual alternatives" and 
recognize that ... Gay is healthy and 
normal," or get out of the business. 

Or. Moses announced to her 

women. 
The seminar was cosponsored by 

several MSU aeademic departments, 
Office of Continuing Education, Center 
for Student Development and the 
M�mphis Chapter of TGCHR in recog
nition and celebration of Gay Pride 
Week in Memphis. 

GMetnphis Gay Switchboard . 
.,..,..,.,_�....,.726·GAYY 

Order Your 

"Conte·re·nee ··�89''
T-Shirts! 

· B lue-on-blue com
memorative t-shirts 
with Conference '80 
logo 50% cotton, 
500Jo polyester--no 
shrinkage, $6 (plus 
soe postage · & 
handl i ng) . 

· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - · 

Mail to Box 3038, Memphis, TN 381 03 

Name _________________________________________ ___ 

Address 

City, State, Zip ________ .....:.._ __________ __ 

Size: Smal l  Medium __ Large X-Large 

Enclosed is ____ for __ shirts, plus 5011: each for postage & 
'I . 

1 handling. Make checks payable to Conference '80 
I 
: Also On Sale At The Psych-Out. 76 N. Cleveland 
I 
·-------------------------------------------------------- ---· 

The Pendulum, Inc. 
12 n. Avalon 725- 1 530 

' 
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TH E FIFTH SOUTH EASTERN C 
E AND ACTIVE OF LESBIANS AND GAY M EN 

Films 

And M uch More 

Schedule Of Events: 
Friday, August 1 :  

2 pm-M i d n i ght, Registrat ion . .  

3 pm�5 ·pm,  Workshops �n the -fpl lowing topics: 

How Not To Organize; Pitfalls For Beginning 
Groups 

Libraria n 's Caucus; Dealing With A nti-Gay 
Books, Etc. 

· · 

Organizing A Gay Switchboard 

Lesbian Sexuality; Nationwide Survey Results 

Peer Counseling For The 80's 

The· A lcoholic Gay; Can AA Help The Gay 
A lcoholic ? 

Organizing Consciousness Raising Groups 

5 pm-7 p m ,  D i nner, Free-Time, Caucuses 
' ·  

7 pm-9. prn, Keynote Lea Hopkins (Hol i day Hal l )  

9 pm-(?). ,  Dance Featu r ing "Electric Woman" . 
(Ho l iday Hal l )  

ot �e.ri?-1>A/ �:.-;;t i rrt l'T'lo0 r:r�H'J1Sl;� :)•.r �--=·; n8· � ::- : • . 
Pleas� N,ot,ec ,fii lms:and ah ope.n-.coffeehouse wm be 
held dur ing much of Conference '80. The schedule 
of  workshops and caucuses is  subject to m i nor 
changes.  

Tee Cori n ne · 

Saturday, August 2: 

8:30 am-1 2 :30 pm,  Reg istratio n 

9 am-1 1 am , Workshops on the fol lowi n g  topics: 

Support Systems 

Southeast Lesbian Network · 

Defining A Lesbian Political Strategy. 

Pagan Revival: Witchcraft For Lesbians And 
Gay Men · 

Living In Cammunity 

Homophobia: Why Straights Hate Gays And 
How To Eliminate Hatred 

Psychological Assessment of Adolescent 
G ay Males 

Coming Out ( "Public or Perish ") 

Sexual Harassment On The Job 

The Status Of Lesbian Research 

Financial A nd Tax Concerns For Lesbians 
And Gay Men ,s<.J fB, ny91i JTi q  B�n� 

1 1  am..;1 2:30 pm,  K eynote L���"i!rH'·�� rbvich 
(Hol iday H a l l )  

. . .. .  

. : > . \ ·' \ :  • ' . . 
\ ,,· ... . ' . .  

. Sa 
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CON FERENCE 
"N August 1 ,  2 �nd 3, Hol iday l nn--Rivermont 

Leonard M atlovich 

Barbara G rier Lea Hopkins 

. Saturday, August 2: 

, 1 2 :30-2-:30 pm,  Lunch, Free T ime, Cau cuses 

. 2:30-5 pm,  Workshops on the fol lowing topics:· . 

· Slide Show And Presentation . 

(Tee Corin ne--Hol iday Hal l )  

Gay Male Sexuality 

Male Prison Sexuality And Homosexual Rape · 

Homosexuality And The Bible 

A ttaining A Positive Gay Identity 

Transvestites A nd Transsexuals 

Journal Writing 

What's Happening With NG TF 

Rape A nd Mugging; Keys To. Prevention 

Presidential Positions On G ay Issues 

Gay Male Lifestyles 

5 pm-7 p m ,  D i nner, Free Time, Caucuses 

7 pm-9 p m ,  Keynote, Barbara G rier · 

Ui.RJi 9<lY. Hal l ) . 

9 pm-(?) ,  Concert Feat u ri n g  Meg Ch ristian 
( H o l iday Hal l )  

Sunday, August 3: -

9 am-� 0 am; State caucuses, specia l  services 

1 0-1 1 :30 'am,· Workshops on the fol lowing topics: 

· Lavender· Therapy · . 
. . 

The Christian Gay 

Coordinating State Coalitions 

Gay Community And Life In The Country . 

Gay Materials A nd Libraries; How And Why 

Electing John Anderson--Strategies· For 
Gay Support 

Organizing Statewide Groups A nd State 
Lobbying 

The Gay Socialist 

1 1  am-1 2 :30 pm,  · Feedback Session 
·(ttol iday Hal l )  

The Conference '80 Plann ing Comm ittee wishes to 
thank · the· Mem·phis"( tesbl�fnt63y'ir�iTHnu�ltYI Ritf�91q 
helping raise over $3,000 i n  J une and Ju ly to help 
fi nance the 5th S.E .  ConfereRce. Special thanks to 
the Pendulum,  the Psych-Out and George's. 

_______ .:..___ __ -'----�--'------��_:__:_____,�_:_.__ __ ___ July, 1980-GAzE-9 



. . . 
Navy Atte.mpts· To . . 

"De-Lesblanlze" Ship.', ' 
Petet 'Pasquale, a :student> and a 

prinCiple opponent of campus Gays, said 
the language of the amendment based 

LONG BEACH, CA. (IGNA) · The on. "sexual preference" was too vague. 
Navy is moving to discharge eight · Pasquale said it could be used to 
women crew members of the missile test outlaw discrimination against those 
ship Norton Sound for homosexual involved in prostitution, incest, and sex 
conduct. -· with animals as well as homosexuals. 

"Of course we will fiie
' 
a complaint, The dispute grew out of an attempt 

and we may end up going to court," said by the Associated Stud.ents of WSU to 
Susan McGrievy, an ACLU lawyer who give $100 to. help fund the Gay 
is representing the women. "�y can't 'Awareness Committee. A campus vote 
be discharged for homosexuality." against the Gays resulted. 

McGrievy said that a U.s�··rnstrict · . 

Court decision in Wisconsin·di.r.ected- the 
Army to reinstate a woman ·:who · had: · 

. been discharged -for be-ing· a. Les•bian ' 
because the Army could ildt show that 
homos�xu_ality disqualified her for 
service.. , 

But Lieutenant Commander Mark 
Baker said that no such court decision 
lias been applied to the Navy, where 
regulations call for dismissal of anyone 
for moral and security reasons. 

A hearing will be arranged before 
an administrative board. If the board 
approves their discharge; the women 
can appeal to the Secretary of the Navy. 

An investigation began when a 
female crew member told a superior that 
some women were e ngaging i n  
homosexual acts. 

Lt. Commander Baker said the 
investigation resulted in 8 ofthe original 
24 women under investigation receiving 
letters stating that they would be 
processed for discharge for reasons of 
misconduct. 

"Personal Besf' Not Good Enough 
For U of 0 

EUGENE, OREGON (IGNA) · The 
university that served as the setting for 
a slovenly fraternity in Animal House 
has rejected the request of Academy
Award.winning filmaker Robert Towne 
to film his version of life and love among 
women athletes (entitled Personal Best) 
on the University of Oregon campus. 

University officials twice turned 
down the Warner Brothers project, 
alledgediy because of language, use of 
drugs, and Lesbianism. 

. The official turndown came in an 
April 8 letter from Vice President for 
Public Affairs Kurt Simic, with the 
encouragement of the university's 
athletic department. Simic said the 
movie, to star Marie} Hemingway of 
Manhattan, might damage the uni
versity's image. 

A m e m b e r  of t h e  a t h l e t i c  
department told The Oregon Statesman 
that the Lesbian theme was the reason Sixty-one women are aboard the 

ship, which has a total crew of 375. The 
ship is in the Long Beach Naval 
Shipyard for maintenance. 

· for the rejection. 

The Navy said that the investiga
tion of the other 16 women originally 
"suspected" has been dropped. 

Thus Gays are getting conflicting 
decisions about their status in the 
United States Armed Forces. 

Fundamentalists Dominate 
WSU Hearing 

PULLMAN, WA (IGNA) - Bible
toting fundamentalists dominated a 
public hearing in this university town 
oh a proposed amendment to 'the 
Washington State University adminis
trative code to prohibit discrimination 
against homosexuals. 

The religionists read Scripture into 
the hearing record and contended that 
Gays were "a minority of choice." Those 
favoring the amendment argued that it 
is needed to end discrimination at WSU 
in such areas as employment, housing, 
and tenure. 

Not all the Christians at the hea�ng 
opposed the amendment, however. 
James Nielson ofthe Common Ministry 
spoke in favor of protecting homo
sexuals. "They live and breathe fear and 
rejections," Nielson said. 

Others, such as Leslie Little, a WSU 
staff member, spoke out forcefully 
against the amendment. "I believe it is a 
sin and it is wrong. We should not 
encourage sinful behavior," said Little. 

A speech instructor, John Salvana, 
spoke up to say, "I am openly sayin� 
that I am Gay. I am here because I 'm 
afraid of losing my job." 

He said he was speaking in behalf of 
other professors and staff members who 
were also Gay but who were afraid to · 
attend the public meeting. 

The campus Christians said they 
feared that the university would force 
their organization to accept Gay 
members if the amendment were 
adopted. This, they argued, would be an 

. infringement of religious li_berty. 1�GAzE:':.-July; 198o · 

Writer-producer-director Towne told 
the paper that the film "tries to say that 
whatever incidental contact occurs . 
between people of two sexes -- either sex, 
both sexes -- the important thing in the 
relationship is affection, courage, and 
loyalty." 

Towne wished to film sequences at 
the June 21-29 Olympic Trials, an event 
that may end up as the American tract 
world's version of the Olympics. 

He was quoted in the Register
Guard newspaper as saying he is no 
longer interested. "I am deeply offended 
by the U ofO," Towne said, "I think they 
are 

·
obscene·. 1 think they have been 

incredible monsters. I feel like I've been 
treated like spme sleezo, pornographic 
film operator." · 

Working For Arkansas 

UTTLE ROCK - Arkansas Gay 
Rights, Inc., although almost four years 
old, has become an established and 
viable group at last with plans to become 
an even strongeJ; force in the struggle for 
human rights in Arkansas. 

· 

Several members of the Tennessee 
Gay . Coalition · of Memphis met with 
AGR in Little Rock on June 13 to discuss 
A r k a n s a s '  p a rti c i p a t i o n . in t h e  
upcoming Southeastern Conference of 

· Lesbians and Gay men to be held in 
Memphis August 1-3. 

The Arkansas group outlined their 
· recent activities at the meeting. AGR 

has worked with the local police and 
newspapers to lodge complaints against 
Gay harassment, waged letter-writing 
campaigns on matters regarding Gay 
rights to local and national politicians 
and the media, and have been heard on 
local "talk shows." 

T h e  g r o u p  h a s  · p t e s e n t e d. 
educational seminars to college and 
technical classes to. help them better 
understand Gay and Lesbian lifestyles. 
The group was instrumental in ensuring 
an Arkansas contingent to the National 
March on Washington last October;-· ·  

. .  � • .;  _. . 

fotming the Little Rock Gay Counseling 
Service Crisis Line, and in establishing 
the Metropolitan Community Church of 
Little Rock. 

, . ' 
Gay ·Paper BaC:k I n  Llbrarlea •• 

· · · . ·.'  · ;. Soinewhent 

For more information, write AGR, 
Box 31 15, Little Rock, AR. 72203. 

Worl_d Airways Flying Again 

VIRGINiA BEACH - On June 24 
Virginia B each libraries began 
accepting . a single display copy of the 
monthly Gay newspaper, Our Own. 

Following a three-month contro
versy the libraries began accepting the 

OAKLAND, CA. (IGNA) . Tlie- ' . d i� pl ay-o n l y  copies  w h i ch are 
controversial pr,esident o f  Wbrld · " displayed"' in a file box labeled 
Airways, Edward Daly, has reversed im ' "comntuni'ty · newsletters" · at some 
earlier outburst · against Gays . and branches and unlabeled at others. "The 
pledged his company to non-disc:imina- · 

·effect," says Out Own spokesperson Jim 
tion on the basis of sexual orientation. · ·Early;"is to mldteitvirtuallyiinpossible 

Late last year, the International for a reader to find Our Own without 
Gay News Agency (IGNA) brdke the asking for it by name. The name of the 
news of Daly's memo to rui;femployers in · newspaper is not in any index nor on tile 
which he wrote; "This com·p·any doesn't anywhere in the library. While many 
need hoodlums, racketeers, queers . . .  " people in Virginia Beach are praising a 
IGN A obtained a copy of the memo from system that 'withstood' the pressures for 
an employee of World. censorship, it is little noticed that a 

In response, the (}olden Gate major concession ·· in the decreased 
Husiness Association, a primarily Gay visibility of the Gay newspaper - has 
organization, wrote a letter to Daly been made to the . fundamentalist 
calling him to task · for his remarks. lobby." 
When no response came from Daly, the The Virginia Beach library, which 
Golden Gate Business· Association's has a policy of accepting unsolicited 
Board of Directors approved a boycott of material for distribution, permitted 
World Airways. Major Gay organiza- . small stacks of Our Own to be placed in 
tions across the country endorsed the the library branches for an 18-month 
planned boycott. period.  During that time several 

On June 9, 1980, President Daly objections were made against the 
broke hi� silence and wrote to · the practice, but both the library adminis
GGBA: "Neither World Airways nor I tration and the library board upheld the 
(have) ever or will ever discriminate eligibility of Our Own for distribution. 
against anyone on any basis, including The Unitarian Universalist Gay 
their sexual orientation." Community, publishers of Our Own, 

In view of Daly's statement, the (Norfolk-Virginia Beach area) has 
boycott will not be implemented. retained the American Civil Liberties 

Arkansas Runs Gay Pride Ad 

LITTLE ROCK--The Arkansas Gay 
Rights group in Little Rock placed an ad 
in a local newspaper titled "Arkansas 
Celebrates National Gay Pride Week." 

The ad read: "We celebrate the birth 
of the Gay movement each June. in 
commemoration of the Stonewall 
rebellion of 1969. We can thank those 
who have dared to be Gay in a hostile 
environment and who have worked 
diligently to change that environment 
for giving us something to look 
backward to with pride and something 
to look forward to with hope. We are your 
children and we are everywhere and we 
remind you that the freedom to love is 
second only to the freedom to live." 

The ad represents the first major 
advertising campaign in the local 
straight media. 

MCC Surprises Jerry Falwell 

COLUMBIA, SC -- According to an 
article appearing in a recent issue of 
North Carolina's Th,e Front Page, 
orga n i z ers o f  C o l u m b i a ,  S outh 
Carolina's "I Love America" rally 
mistakenly invited · the local Metro
politan Community Church to partici
pate -- and they did participate. 

The Columbia rally, part of a series . 
of rallies being held in each state capital 
by Rev. Jerry Falwell, was apparently 
unaware that "he MCC ministers 
primarily to Gays and invited Rev. 
Nancy Radcliff of MCC to take a place 
on the podium with 70 other local 
ministers. 

Rev. Radcliff was introduced to the 
crowd along with the other ministers. 

Gay picketers in the crowd carried 
· signs which were carefully worded to be 
inoffensive and non-confrontational. 
When asked why they were there, one 
participant replied, "We love America, 
too." (Thanks to Don King and The � 
Front Page.) 

Union of Virginia to represent the paper 
in an effort to restore distribution rights. 
Donations to the legal defense fund are 
welcomed. Checks should be made 
payable to ACLU of Virginia and 
mailed to UUGC, 739 Yarmouth Street, 
Norfolk, VA. 23510. Please specify that 
the contribution is for Our Own. 

Gay Synagogue I nducted 

MIAMI (IGNA) - The Metropolitan 
Community Synagogue of Greater 
Miami, a congregation serving the 
Jewish Gay community, was formally 
inducted into the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations on June 7th. 

In the midst of the Havdalah 
service, whieh marks the separation 
between the conclusion of the Sabbath · 
and the rest of the week, Rabbi Lewis 
Bog age presented the U .A.H.C. 's  
charter to  the Gay synagogue. 

Unanimously elected to member· 
ship by 4,000 delegates at the last 
conference of Reformed Jews, the Miami 
synagogue became the second such 
synagogue to achieve membership. The 
first was Beth Chaim Chadashim of Los 
Angeles. 

The ceremony was marked by 
Hebrew singing, a reading from the 
psalms of a special prayer about the 
emergence from hiding, a telling of the 
history ofthe MC.S. congregation, and a 
reading of congratulatory telegrams 
and messages. 

White House Responds To 
ji\IGTF Complaint 

NEW YORK -- . On behalf of Presi
dent Carter, Anne Wexler, Assistant to 
the President for Public Liaison, 
responded to an April· Nationa� Gay 
Task Force letter protesting the partici
pation of the West Point Glee Club in a 
television program sponsored by Anita 
Bryant Ministries. 

The program, "Anita Bryant's 
Spectacular -- My Little Corner of the 
World," was aired in March on indepen-



dent stations across the country 
(Channel 24 in Memphis). Because 
Anita Bryant Ministries is a religious 
organization, the cooperation of the 
military raised serious questions 
relating to the traditional separation of 
church and state. 

Wexler said, "The Department of 
the Army has concluded that . . .  the Glee 
Club's appearance was not consistent. 
with Department of Defense's guidance 
concerning the Department's support of 
and participation in events and 
activities in the civilian sector." 

In concluding, Wexler said, " ... the 
Department of the Army is studying the 
matter to see whether changes in 
procedures are necessary to avoid 
repetition of the event." 

Mississippi Gays I n  
"Conservative Caucus" 

JACKSON, MS. -- An article in the 
June 16 issue of the Jackson Daily 
News, titled "Gays Question 'Family' 
Definition," quotes Eddie Sandifer of 
the Mississippi Gay Alliance about Gay 
concerns and the White House Confer
ence on Families. 

"I was well-pleased with what 
happened in Baltimore," Sandifer said. 
At the recent Baltimore meeting, the 
first in a series of national conferences 
on the family, resolutions were passed 
supporting Gay rights, abortion and 
the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Sandifer says that none of Gov. 
Winter's nor the elected Mississippi 
delegates reflect the Gay segment of the 
population, particularly the open homo
sexuals who have families and children. 
S a n d i fer b e l i e v e s  s o m e  of the  
conservatism is  hypocritical. "I went to 
the Utica (regional' conference)," he 
says. "I wouldn't deliberately identify 
anybody, but Gay people were there in 
the conservative caucus." Most of them, 
Sandifer says, are married Gays living 
in traditional family settings, but who 
"cruise the park or go to New Orleans. 
They would never speak up for Gays in a 
family conference or anything else. With 
them, it's strictly on the sly." 

Gay R ights Ordinances Defeated 

SAN JOSE, CA (IGNA)-Voters in 
Santa Clara County and San Jose 
rejected twin ballot propositions 
recently that would have banned dis
crimination based on sexual orienta
tion. 

The proposals, previously enacted 
by the San Jose City Council, were 
brought to voter referendum after local 
church groups and Anita Bryant 
Ministries challenged them. Also active 
in the anti-Gay push was the Moral 
Majority of Santa Clara County. 

The ordinances were defeated by 3 
to 1 margins in both cases. According to 
Mike Morris, an attorney for the Santa 
Clara County Coalition for Human 
Rights, the anti-Gay forces "simply lied 
about what the ordinances said." 

Army Can't Discharge Gays -

Lesbian Reinstated 

MILWAUKEE (IGNA) -- A U.S. 
District Court Judge has ruled that the 
Army may not discharge a soldier 
simply because she is homosexual. The 
Army's discharge of an acknowledged 
Lesbian whose sexual orientation did 
not affect he� performance violated the 
First Amendment, he ruled. 

Judge Terrance Evans ordered the 
immediate reinstatement in the Army 

continued on page 1 2  

·GAYVOTE 1980 
THE NATIONAL CONVENTION PROJEG 

1 469 Church Street, N .W., Wash i ngton, D . C .  20005 ( 202} 265-9529 

Every fou r years, t h e  n at i o n 's atten t i o n  t u rn s  to the Dem ocrat i c  a n d  R ep u b l i c a n  n at i o n a l  
convent i o n s  - two weeks o f  d ra m a  a n d  d e bate t h at dete rm i n e  o u r  p o l i t i cal  d i rect i o n  fo r 
t h e  n ext fo u r  years.  

I n  the l ast four yea rs ,  the p a rt i c i pat i o n  of l e s b i a n s  and g ay m e n  has g rown t re me n d o u s l y .  
G a y  r i g h t s  l aws h ave been passed i n  m a n y  c i t ies a n d  b i l ls h ave b e e n  i n t roduced i n  
C o n g ress a n d  state leg i s l at u res. We've e l ected g ay peo p l e  a n d  s u p po rters t o  off i c e  a l l  
ac ross t h e  n at i o n .  We've made f r i e n d s  i n  other g ro u ps a n d  move m e n ts .  We've learned 
i m p o rtant  po l i t i ca l  s k i l l s .  

Gay po l i t i cs a r e  o u t  i n  t h e  o p e n .  
N ow ,  we' re read y to take o u r  case to t h e  n at i o nal  conve n t i o n s .  A n d  .th e  N at i o n a l  

C o n ve n t i o n  P roject i s  d o i n g  i t .  

O u r  g o a l s  a re t o :  
• M a ke s u re t h e  D e m o c rat i c  a n d  Re p u b l i can part i es i n c l u d e  a g ay r i g h ts sect i o n  i n  t h e i r 

pa rty p l atfo r m s .  
• W i n  s u p p o rt fro m t h e  P res i d e n t i a l  ca n d i d ates to e n s u re t h at t h e  party n o m i n ees s u p po rt 

gay r i g h ts .  
• E l ect o p e n l y  gay a n d  lesbian de legates to t h e  conven t i o n s .  Work i n g w i t h  local  

o rg a n izat i o n s  in  every state, we h ave a rea l c h a n ce to e l ect a s izable n u m be r  of g ay 
peo p l e .  

• E l ec t  d e l e g ates w h o  s u p port gay r i g h ts .  
• Esta b l i s h  G A Y  V O T E  1 980 Head q u arters a t  t h e  conven t i o n s  t o  i n c rease m e d i a  a n d  

p u b l i c  v i s i b i l i ty .  

We c a n 't d o  t h i s  work by o u rselves.  The Nat ional  Convent i o n  P roject n ee d s  y o u r  h e l p .  
• ·s e n d  a c o ntr i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  N at i o n a l  C o n ve n t i o n  P roj ect.  O r  host a fu n d  raiser .  T h is k i n d  

o f  po l i t i c a l  work costs m o ney - and we are re l y i n g  o n  you r s u p p o rt .  
• A s k  q u est i o n s  of t h e  P res i d e n t i a l  ca n d i d ates a n d  t h e i r  cam p a i g n  staffs . E n c o u rage t h e m  

t o  s u p po rt g a y  r ig hts .  
• Get y o u r  l oc a l  gay o rg a n izat i o n s  a n d  b u s i nesses i nv olved in the P roject.  
• R u n  fo r d e l eg at e  from y o u r  state.  Cal l the P roject o r  you r l ocal  p a rty h e a d q u arters for 

i n fo r m at i o n  o n  h ow t o  r u n .  
• H e l p  l o bby y o u r  state's d e l egates,  espec i a l l y  t h ose o n  t h e  p latfo r m  c o m m i ttee . W e  c a n  

te l l  you h ow .  

The National Convention Project is a nonprofit corporation under the District of Columbia Nonprofit Corporation A ct. 

Board Officers: 
L ucia Valeska 

Co-Exec utive D i rector 

N at ional  Gay Task Force 

Carolyn Handy 
Board Mem ber 

GRNL and NGTF 

Stephen R. Endean 
Executive D i rector 

Gay R i g hts National Lobby 

Charles F. Brydon 
Co-Executive D i rector 
National Gay Task Force 

Staff Directors: 
Mary Spottswood Pou and Tom Bastow 

National Co-D i rectors 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  

Yes, I want to contribute to the National 
Convention Project. 
Here is m y  c h ec k  for: 

o $25 ( Fr iend)  

o $50 ('S ustai ner) 

o $ 1 00 (Sponsor)  

o $250 ( Busi ness) 

o $500 ( Benefactor) 

o $ (Other)  

C h a rge it  to my o M aster C h a rge or o Visa 
Card # 

Interban k #  ____ Exp. Date __ _ 

Sig nat u re ____________ _ 

Name 

Address 

C ity/State ------- Z i p  ....o...· __ _ 

Please make checks payable to NCP or National Convention Project and mail to 
NCP, 1469 Church Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 20005. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  



Located i n  Overton Square 

SU M M ER ClEARANCE 
To Make Way For Fa l l  

_Merchand ise Arr iv i ng Dai ly ! 

Summer Sh i rts , Shoes , 
Swimsu its ,  �eans ,  Everyth i ng !  

Studio One 
Supports Conference '80 

Ment i o n  th is  ad for 1 0% d iscou nt!  

WE�LL DROP IT! 

\- \  

at your front door. 
- - - - - - - - - - - · - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Subscriptions to GAzE are $6.00 per . year. Our subscrip
tions list is strictly confidential and is not given or sold to 
artyone. GAzE is mailed in a plain envelope. Make checks 
payable to: TGCHR, Memphis. Mail to Box 3038, Memphis, 
TN 38 1 03. 

Name ---------------------------------------

Address ---------------------

City, State, Zip Code ____ �-------:---

--------- - -- - - --- ---- - - - -- -- - -- --- - - - - - - - --- - - - - -- -- - - - - -- -
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Res idents Storm Gay Bar 
A Gay bar on the edge of the 

Tenderloin (a run-down section of San 
Francisco) was boarded up and closed 
after a mob of angry residents tried to 
storm the place when they thought a '9-
year-old boy had been enticed into the 
tavern. 

Owner Howard Bloomfield of the 
Kokpit said that he boarded the front 
door because he was afraid of retaliation 
from people in the neighborhood. 

Bloomfield said that a horde of "40 
people with baseball bats and knives" 

tried to crash the bar. "We held them off 
until the police arrived." 

He said the boy in question had been 
firing firecrackers with a slingshot into 
the bar all day. 

The police said that the Gays inside 
the tavern had laid.a trap for the boy and 
that locals had broken the door down 
and released him just as the police 
arrived. 

Police called an ambulance to treat 
the combatants, but everyone refused 
aid. 

Legal  To Promote Gay R ig hts 
The minority leader cf the 

California State Senate has been 
rebuffed in his effort to hav;e Governor 
Jerry Brown's executive order banning 
discrimination against Gays declared 
il1egal. 

William Campbell, R--Hacienda 
Heights, had asked Attorney General 
George Deukmejjan to see if the 
executive order infringed on legislative 
authority over the civil service system. 

But the Attorney General ruled that 
Brown's order that no state agency 
should practice job discrimination on 

NAT I ONAL 
continued from page 1 1  
Reserve of 32-year-old Miriam Ben
Shalom, who had been in the reserve for 
3 years. 

E vans ruled that the Army 
regulation requiring the discharge of 
soldiers who exhibit "homosexual 
tendencies, desires or interests," even if 
they do not engage in homosexual acts, 
violated the First, Fifth, and Ninth 
Amendments to the Constitution. 

Florida Gay Group Hires Lobbyist 

MIAMI (IGNA) - Florida's Gay 
people will have a lobbyist vying for the 
attention of the state's legislators 

the basis of sexual orientation is 
"wholly consistent" with state civil 
service laws. 

He explained that the state's 
con stitution "precludes arbitrary 
s e l ection s t a n d ar d s "  for s tate 
employment and added that state and 
federal court decisions have forbidden 
denial of a government job for reasons 
unrelated to job performance. 

Attorney General's opinions do 
not have the force of law, but generally 
are followed by government agencies in 
the absence of a court ruling. 

because of a series of fund raisers. 
The Florida Gay Task Force held a 

series of parties around the state in late 
March to raise the $ 10,000 needed to pay 
a lobbyist. 

"We feel this is the next step in the 
battle for assuring equal rights for all 
men and women , "  s ai d  Bernie 
Berkowitz, president of the Broward 
County Coalition for Human Rights. 

Last year the state's Gay activists 
hired a part-time lobbyist. Now they are 
interviewing candidates. "We hope it'll 
be a woman," Berkowitz said. "We want 
her to work to remove some of the stupid 
laws that are on the books now and 
perhaps work on some laws that will 
help promote equal rights." 
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''The Worst Thing is Hiding . . .  " 

This is the third in a series of 
interviews explo ring exp e riences 
relating to Gay people in their various 
professions. Names may or may not be 
the actual names of those interviewed. 

Courtney -- An Attorney 

"It would be a cold day in hell before 
the courts in Shelby County would grant 
custody to a Gay parent, "  says 
Courtney, a Memphis divorce attorney. 
"The legal profession is a bastion of 
right wing conservatism." 

"If they knew that I were Gay the 
other lawyers and judges would ... , ' ' she 
shrugs, and a look of despair completes 
her sentence. "It is bad even being a 
woman, much less being Gay. The only 
way Gay lawyers can ever be out in 
Memphis is if Gays have the political 

One lawyer talks about how "ridicu
lous" Gay marriages are. Her office, 
however, once divorced 2 legally 
married women who had been married 
as a man and a woman; one woman was 
dressed as a man at the time of the 
marriage. " I ' ve heard n um erous 
disparaging remarks made about Gays 
by court personnel," Courtney added. 

The state Bar Association 
requires that attorneys must 
avoid even the "appearance 
of impropriety." 

"It would be devastating if judges 
and other lawyers I work with knew 
about me. Goin,g to Gay bars is 
uncommon for me, because the state Bar 
Association may say that being with 
another Gay person or being inside a 
Gay bar is improper conduct." 

The state Bar Association requires 
that attorneys must avoid even the 
"appearance of impropriety." 

"Women almost have to be 
associated with a man in 
order to make it as an 
attorney in this city." 

·power to defend themselves. A certain 
responsibility comes with political 
clout." 

When asked about discrimination 
she faces, Courtney says, "Women 
almost have to be associated with a man 
in order to make it as attorney in this 
city." 

"The hypocrisy of this society,'' 
Courtney explains, "is that such things 
as child abuse and pornography are 
heterosexually oriented. I deal with 
these unpopular issues every day. Face · 

it, children are not safe around many 
heterosexuals -- not homosexuals; let's 
look at who's doing the abusing ... " 

Courtney has listened to remarks 
made in her office by other lawyers who 
are unaware of her sexual orientation. 

"People I work with have an image 
of Gay women as 'bull dykes,'  and I don't 
happen to fit their stereotype," she says. 
"We need to educate the community as to 
what Gayness really is." 

IS IT WORTH In 
Whu Advertise in DAzE? 
1 .  GAzE has one of the lowest advertising 

rates available today. 
2. GAzE is the only Gay media source 

within  a 300-mlle radius of Memphis . . 
3. GAzE has a readership of over 1 0,000, 

which guarantees maximum exposure. 
4. GAzE Is mailed to Gay businesses, 

bookstores and l ibraries nationwide. 
5. GAzE Informs visitors and Memphlans of 

your presence, services, hours and speci·al 
events. 

6. Advertising In GAzE shows your support 
of the Gay community. 

YES, IT'S WORTH IT·· 
IT'S WORTH DOLLARS AnD 
CEnTS TO YOUI 

- . . 

Cliff -- A Profes.or 

Until 3 years ago. Cliff, a professor 
at a university in N orth Mississippi, was 
"totally miserable" because he wasn't 
aware that other Gay people existed. 
Unable to establish Gay social contacts, 
he "put everything into my work." By 
accident he learned of the existence of 
The Advocate, obtained a copy, and 
drove to Memphis to visit a Gay bar. 
"For the first time in my life I knowingly 
saw another Gay person." 

Since that time, Cliff indicates he 
has "put dynamite to my closet doors." 
He experienced "a great deal of fear .. .in 
accepting myself," expecting to be 
"discovered" either on the j ob or in his 
town. 

Discussing his present job, Cliff 
says that he is "not at all" out at work, 

Some co-workers were cruel 
to an administrator at the 
school ... and "crucified" him 
because he was· "suspected" 
of being Gay. 

although one colleague knows and 
"everybody suspects.�' Some co-workers 
were cruel to an administrator at the 
school, however, and "crucified" him 
because he was "suspected" of being 
Gay. 

Cliff feels he has been spared 
vicious gossip because he has devoted 
so much of his time to his work. 

By Ric Sul l ivan 

Although he ·has not experienced 
open discrimination for being Gay, his 

' self-imposed exile from the Catholic 
church had a significant impact on his 
life. Cliff left the church, "which would 
not confine its opinions to the pulpit," . 
because it was "slandering twenty 
million of our citizens." Expressing that 
he is "not sorry for what I did,'' Cliff 

"Sure, it's alright to be 
Gay ... but keep them out of 
the classroom." 

states simply that "that's a part of my 
life that's over and I can accept it." 

C Uff reveal s  stron g . feelin gs 
concerning Gays in education, whom he 
believes make "excellent teachers." He 
sums up the attit�de of most people, 
however, as "sure, it's_ alright to be 
Gay . . .  but keep them out of the 
classroom." He firmly states that 
individuals should be permitted to "go to 

. the limit with their talent in their field." 
When asked why he feels Gays 

make good teachers, Cliff explains. 
First, teaching provides an outlet for 
expressing concern and fondness for 
children, as most Gays are not able to 
have children of their own. Secondly, the 
most talented in any field throughout 
history appear to be Gay. He feels that 
Gays are "a gifted set." 

"What I'm doing in Gay life·now (is) 
so the next generation can be happier 
than I am .. .  that's all I could hope for." 
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Classifieds 

Rates for classified ads are 20 cents/ word , 
$3 m i n .  Phone n u m bers count 2 words
zip codes free. Deadl ine for ads is  28th of 
m onth preceed i ng issue date. Payment 
m ust accompany . ads : make checks 
payable to TGCH A . There is a $2 charge for 
use of GAzE P.,O. Box. GAzE, Box 3038, 
Memphis,  TN 381 03 .  

LOOK I NG F O R  A ROOMMATE? Male looking 
for same-21 or older-- to share 2 bedroom 
. house in Frayse�. Call .353-3.961 after 7 p.m. or 
.write in c8f'e of this newspaper. 

BLACK AND GAY? Black men and women 
i nterested in working to fight racism, sexism 
and· heterosexism write to "End Oppression 
Now,"  c/o GAzE, Box 3038, Memphis, TN 
381 03. 

H ELP GAY CUBAN REFUGEES get out oftheir 
prisons! Write TGCHR Ad Hoc Committee on 
Gay Cubans, Box 3038, Memphis 38103. 

. MALE HOMOSEXUALITY IN LITERATURE. 
Catalog $ 1 .00 Paths Untrodden, Box 459, 
Vil lage Station , N.Y. ,  N.Y.  10014. 

YAHWEH, U FO, yoga, love sex clubs each $1 
currency. Wayne, 9920 Sandridge, Olive 
Branch, MS 38654. 

IN YOU KNOW of visually impaired sisters or 
brothers who would l i ke to arrange to have 
GAzE read to them, a service is now available 
via telephone (local only) . Write to "GAzE 
Talks," Box 3038, Memphis, TN 381 03. · 

LESBIANS AND GAY MEN' Humorous · 
"recipes" especially for you' $1 each. Order 
both for $2 and get complimentary gu ide for 
festive drinks. Specify either Lesbian recipes or 
Gay men recipes or both. Checks payable to 
TGCHR, Box 3038, Memphis, TN 34 1 03. 

Gay 
Memphis 

"Gay Memphis" provides free listings of bars, · 
restaurants, social and service clubs, religious 
organ izations and services for the Memphis 
community. · lf your busi ness or organization is 
not listed here, plelise let us know about it. 
Write GAzE, Box 3038, Memphis,TN 38103. 

C O U N SE L I N G  S E R V I C E ,  H o l y u n i o n , 
pastoral, · c.ouples. being Gay, etc. By 
appointment only, noon- 1 0  p.m., Tues.
Fri . Call 358-5433 . 

DIGNITY, Box 3733, Memphis 38103. 

FAMILY AFFAIR CLUB, bar, 873 Vance, 527� 
0672. 

F R EN C H  C O N N E CT I OI:II . p i a n o  bar & 
restaurant, 598 Marshall ,  526-1038. 

GAY ALTERNATIVE, radio show, WEVL-FM 
90.3, Sundays, 3 p.m . 

GAYG U I DE M EMPH I S, Box 3038, Memphis 
381 03. 

GAZE, newspaper, Box 3038, Memphis 381 03. 

GEORGE'S, ba�. clothing and toy stores, game 
roo m, and movies, 600 Marshall, 526-- 1038 . . 

INNER MAN, personal development group for 
all people, Virginia Hornsbuckle, 346--
1 998. ' 

I NTEGR ITY, Box 1 2856, Memphis. 381 1 2  

MEMPHIS GAY ACTIVISTS, 99Q-B Meda 
Street, Memphis 38104, 274-0431 .  

MEMPHIS GAY SPEAKERS BUREAU, Box 
3038, Memphis 381 03. _ 

MEMPHJS GAY SWITCHBOARD, 726--GA YY, 7 
D I D  YOU R  FAVORITE BAR run out of GAzE p.m.-1 a.m. n ightly. 
before you got there? Don't m iss an issue! 
SUbecribe now • .$6 brings a full year of GAzE to 
your mailbox in a plain envelo_pe. GAzE, Box 
3038, Memphis,: TN 381 03. 

WAN T E D :  Room mate start i n g  f i rst of 
September. Two bedroom Midtown apartment. 
Prefer professionar or graduate student. Cal l 
Charles at 278-54 1 9: 

P,OETS! WRITERS' Send· your works new-
poems, short essays, short stories for Summer, 
1 980 publication Let Our People Talk, A review 
of southern literature by Lesbians and Gay 
men . Submi!l!!ions cannot be returned. 

. Pennames accepted. Mail to "People's Voice," 
c/o GAzE. Box 3038, Memphis, TN . 38103. No 
subsidy. 

GAzE T-S H I RTS! Order now your 50% 
polyester, 50% cotton GAzE t-shirts with black
on-white GAzE logo. $5 each plus 50¢ postage 
& handling. Specify small, medium or large. 
Make checks payable to TGCHR. 

ARKANSAS FARMER seeks you·ng farm hand, 
possible l ife's mate. I am 34, warm, sincere, and 
have a good sense of humor, do(l't smoke, 
drink,  or do drugs and prefer same. My 
interests include my friends, travel, outdoors, 
and classical music. Your photo gets mine. 
Sunnyside Farms, Box 293, Tyronza, Arkansas 
72386. 

FREELANCE ARTIST and writers needed for 

M E M P H I S  S T A T E' U N l V ER-Sl T Y  G A Y  
AWARENESS D ISCUSSION G ROUP, Call . 
726--4299. 

MEMPHIS WIMMINS ALLIANCE, 10561 Hwy. 
64, Arlington, TN 38002, 382-3849. 

METROPOLITAN COMMUN ITY CH URCH OF 
MEMPH I S, 2035 Central, 358-5433. 

·, 
METROPOLITA N  COMMUNITY CH URCH 

CHRISTIAN GROWTH CLASS, Wed. ,  7:30 
p.m. Call 358-5433 for location. 

- MY PLACE, bar & restaurant, 238 N.  Cleveland, 
725-:9837. 

PENDULUM, bar, 92 N. Avalon; 725•1530. 

. PSYCH-OUT, b,ar, 76 N. Clevelan d ,  725-9842. ·' 

RAI FORD'S, bar, 1 1 5  Vance, 528-931 3. 

SHARON'S, bar, 147 4 M adison Ave., 278-9021 .  

SOUTHEASTERN LESBIAN NETWORK, Box 
41 1 32, Memphis 381 04, 382-3849. 

TEN NORTH CLEVELAND, bar, 
1 0  N. Cleveland 

TENNESSEE GAY COALITION FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS, Box 3038, Memphis 381 03. 

future issues of GAzE. Write Box 3038 or call TERRI'S TOWNHOUSE, bar & restaurant, 603 
744-4453 for more information. Monroe, 523-99 1 2. 

HOT MEN AND WOMEN read GAzE! Don't WOMEN'S CRISIS LOAN SERVICE, 1 0561 
miss an issue. Subscribe now ! Hwy. 64, Arlington, TN 38002, 382-3849. 

don•t throw 
US OWOY/--

When you·ve read GAzE, pass 1t. on · to a fnend. 
Then send us your comf(lents and letters: GAzE, 
�.0 Box 3038. Memphis. TN 38 1 03 
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Terri's Townhouse 
603 Monroe 

523-9912 
Ope n 11  a . m .  't i l  3 _a . m .  

- Mon . - F r i .  
-

·· 8 p . m .  't i l  3 a . m .  
· Sat. - Su n .  

Mon day N ight 
Beer Bust $3.00 

. .  9 p. m .  - 1 a. m. 

Tuesd ay N i ght 

Opti onal Beer B u st $3:00 

· .  Co�ference '80 L'unch Special 
· saturday, Aug. 2 1 1 : 30 'til 2:30 

_ Ga mes - Di n i ng Dan ci n g  

... a -- -- .... --

Call 
FO-r . 

H+t 

J • 

Gay 
1�1emPhis 
Me.mphis -Gay Switchboard 

728-IAVY 
COU NSELI NG I NFO R MATION REFERRALS 

O N LY GAY O R I EN T E D  C R I S I S  

I N FO R M AT I O N  S E RV I CE I N  T E N N ESS EE 

STA F FE D  N I G HTLY 

BY VOLU N T E ERS 

7 P M TO 1 AM 
. ' 

S U P PO RTED ENTI R ELY BY YO U R  DONAT I O NS 
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TEHRAN, IRAN (IGNA) - Iran's · 

mullahs (Moslem clergymen) are 
imposing strict Moslem standards of 
mqrality on the 35 million subjects of 
that country with a vengeance. 

Homosexuality is considered a 
major breech of morality, and the Center 
for the Abolition of Sin, a kind of 
national vice squad run by the 
Ayatollah Sadegh Khalkhali, punishes 
homosexuality with death. 

Recently, according to Doyle 
. McManus of the Los Angeles Times, a 
male nomosexual was buried up to his 
c;hest in the ground, covered with a white 
cotton hood and stoned to death with 
rocks as big as grapefruit. 

It is a sign of the mullahs' 
dominance at present that President 
Bani-Strdr and the moderate minority on 
the Revolutionary Council can only keep 

. an e m b a rr a s s e d  s i l en ce w h e n  

Khalkhali, whom the president once 
tried to fire, announced that there may 
be thousands of executions for 
immorality. 

The moderates do not dare to object 
for f�ar of being labeled "anti-Islamic" -
the religious leaders' favorite charge in 
t h e  p r e s e n t  w a v e  o f  M o s l e m  

McCarythism. 
At the Center for the Abolition of 

Sin, the prosecutors say that their . 
highest goal is to get prostitutes to 
marry their customers, drug addicts to 
replace their habits with faith in Islam, 
and whiskey drinkers to switch to Coca
Cola. 

Health  D�partment C.omes Out 
The fi rst syphil i s  screening 

program reaching out to the Gay 
community was set up at George's July 
6, ·by the Memphis-Shelby County 
Health Department. 

According to Gary Bledsoe of the 
VD Clinic, the "strictly voluntary" 
blood screenings will be available the 
first Sunday of every month at George's. 
Eight�-four people were screened on 

July 6, yielding a 4.8% positivity rate . 
The screening procedure was 

repeated July 8 at Ten North 'Cleveland. 
A b o u t  5 0  s a m p l e s  were t a k en . 
Screenings have also been scheduled for 
the Family Affair Club, 835 Vance 
Avenue, and Raiford's, 1 15 Vance. 

These successful screenings come 
after several attempts by members of the 
Tennessee Gay Coalition for Human 

�hen you're ga� 
vacabons are �o fun.tf you 

have. to play tt stratgfit. 

I 

At last, there are quality travel programs designed by, for and with people like you. 
Until now, gay men and wo

men who wanted to travel with 
a group have had two equally 
unpleasant choices. Taking an all 
gay tour and feeling like a flam
ing stereotype. Or taking a tour 
designed for straights and pre
tending they're one of them. 

At lfavel Motivators, we think 
a vacation should be a holiday 
from pretense. We think it's 
about time gay people interested 
in legitimate travel experiences 
had programs that take their 

special needs into account. 
And that's exactly what we 

have created. The programs we 
offer are not straight tours in 
drag. Nor do they sneak you off 
to some unfrequented corner 
of the globe so you won't be_ 
noticed. 

lfavel Motivators' programs 
give you the opportunity to 
discover some of the world's 
best-loved travel destinations. 
More important, they allow you 
to do it in style and dignity, with 

those who share your interests. 
Everything about our 

programs - the hotels, hosts, 
escorts, the special attractions 
is planned with you in mind. 
And we don't sacrifiCe comfort 
for companionship. 

lfavel Motivators is a part of 
The Cortell Group - a  travel 
organization known and 
respected throughout the world 
- whose reputation for reli
ability, innovation and financial 
integrity has been forged over 
five decades of serving the 
traveling public. Which means 
that your vacation will be run 
with total professionalism. And 
the cost will reflect our tremen
dous buying power. 

For details on our upcoming 
programs, fill out and mail the 
coupon below or call us toll free 
(ask for Bryan Powers) . 
r--------------------------------, 

I Yes, I'd like to know more about 
I quality travel programs where I 
l don't have to play it straight. 
l Send me details on the following: 

D Ski Holidays in the Alps. 
D Windjammer Caribbean Cruise. 
D Berlin & London. 
D Carnival in Rio. 

D Keep me on your mailing list. 

Name ----------

Address ________ _ 

City----------� 

State ______ Zip __ ·_ 

ttm�.va.; 
A CORTELL GROUP COMPANY 

3 East 54th Street, New York, N . Y. 10022.. 

Toll Free: 800-223-6627. 
· 

In New York ·State (2 12) 751-3250. t 
�------------------------�- ------� 

Many of the strictures against 
"sin"--stronger than those in any other 
Moslem country-have been announced 
before. But only recently have the 
mullahs sent Revolutionary Guards into 
the homes of suspected libertines. 

M o s l e m  . c r i m e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  
following: 

Drinking alcohol, playing cards, 
mixed swimming, listening to music, 
adultery, taking drugs, and prostitution. 

- Rights to establish such a program in 
local bars in cooperation with the 
Health Department. 

Labelled the "great imitator," 
syphilis is largely an asymptomatic 
disease. In most cases, the disease is 
present but not easily detected. "In Gay 
society, "  Gary indicated, "the big 
problem is that lesions are (often) in the 
throat or in the rectum" and therefore 
cannot be readily noticed. 

"If you have a positive (screening), 
do something about it .. .it can be cured," 
Gary said. He emphasized that "black 
market ampicillin" will surpress the 
symptoms but will not cure the disease. 

"I feel that syphilis can be wiped out 
in the Gay community," Gary told 
GAzE. Unlike the majority of VD 
carriers, Gays are "highly intelligent, 
motivated people." Yet one ofthe biggest 
barriers is "breaking down mythology 
and ideas about the Health Depart
ment." 

These recent screenings mark a 
major advance in relations between the 
Gay community and the VD Clinic. 
Many Gays have com.plained in the past 
of insensitive treatment by Clinic staff. 

GA Y CU BANS 
continued from page 1 
bayonet marks. They are our sisters and 
brothers who have suffered this abuse. 

"We have a tremendous job ahead of 
us," Rev. Perry saicr ."We are as'Kmgfor 
help from throughout the Lesbian and 
Gay community in the United States." 

Checks may be made payable to 
"UFMCC Cuban Refugee Relief Fund," 
a special tax-deductible account, which 
will be administered separately by the 
UFMCC. For further information, 
contact Dale Leeche, c/o UFMCC, 5300 
Santa Monica Boulevard, Suite 304, Los 
Angeles, California 90029, (213) 464-
5100. 

OVERTON PAR K 
continued from page 1 
closing the park to Gays. A reliable 
source said, also, that Officer J.E. 
Johnston, at least for the time being, has 
been taken off the Overton Park beat. 

The harassment of Gays in Overton 
' Park continues, however. Entrapment 
by vice squad officers is common. About 
three years ago., for example, a 
Methodist minister was "ruined" after 
having his name published in a front
page article in a local newspaper; he had 
encountered a vice cop in the park. "The 
situation is getting out of hand," said 
one Gay man, "and the Gays are getting 
angry -- very angry." Another said, "We 
can use · their same tactics by using 
'plants' in the park, including a couple of 
attorneys who are more than willing to 
be arrested and more than willing to 
take it to court." 

Informed sources told GAzE that 
vice cops •;ruising" the park in autos 
are using late-model Dodge Aspens, 
usually with out-of-county or out-of-state 
license plates. Anyone arrested in 
Overton Par.k ,or encountering obvious 
harassment or discrimination (such as 
being ordered to leave the park for no 
reason), is urged to call the Gay 
Switchboard at 726-GAYY (7 p.m.-- 1 
a.m.) or the American Civil Liberties 
Union at 521-9875. 


