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OLD HASH Pulls 'Ein In 
Old Hash, a benefit fundraiser for 

AIDS research and education raised 
almost $2200 dol lars last month in an 
outpouring of support for a new pro­
j ec t  undertaken by the Memphis Gay 
Coalition. 

The night was hot and so were the 
perf ormers June 20 when many of Mem­
phis' best known female impersonators 
hit the stag·e at Circuit P l ayhou s e  
f o r  a program comprised of production 
numbers garnered from previous bene­
fit- programs as wel l  as solo acts 
from people both familiar to the au­
dience and not so familiar . "For once 
we had a real theatre and a real 
dressing room , "  said Vine ent Astor, 
producer of the benefit. Astor, who 
had previou s l y  produced benefits for 
Muscular Dystrophy, cited Ol d Hash as 
a real suc cess both in raising money 
for a needy cause as wel l as drawing 
the Gay and Les bian community toget­
her . 

$600 was donated by Georg e ' s from a 
special show held the previous Wed­
nesday nigh t ,  proceeds of which will 
be applied to the s pecial fund . Other 
special contributors included the 
Memphis Center for Reproductive 
Health ($250) , J-Wags and Encore 
Cards and Gifts , the employ�es of the 
Paris Adult Theatre, House of Flow­
ers, Jackie ' s, Men of Leather and 
the Lystic Krewe of Aphrodite as 
well as several anonymous donors . 

Actu a l l y  inside the theatre it was 
SRO as the c rowd simultaneous ly 

cheered · and sweated ( the Ladies 
glowed ) and the video cameras rolled. 
The event was recorded by Lambda 
Televideo (as wel l  as some indivi­
duals for private use) for replay on 
Views From 10% . An Unedited vers ion 
wil l be shown this month at the Paris 
Adu lt Theatre (on Summer ) For those 
who missed the live performance (see 
dis p l ay ad for time and date ) .  

All monies raised for AIDS educa­
tion and research will be kept in a 
special fund and used for no other 
purpose. Those who wish to donate 
may still do s o .  Make checks payable 
to the Memphis Gay Coal ition (Box 
3038 , Memphis 38173- 0038) and spec­
ify that the money is for the AIDS 
fund . 

At pres s time, exactly how the 
money is to be a l l ocated is still 
under discu s s ion . According to Irwin 
Rothenberg, "We never dreamed we 
would raise this much money . so 
we were hesitant to decide beforehand 
what we wou l d  s pend it on . Our com­
mitment h owever, is to keep the money 
in the Memphis c ommunity . "  The gener­
al consensus s eems to be that a good 
portion of the money wil l be ·s pent on 
educational print material s  to b� 
widely distributed in the Memphis 
area . Research grants, AIDS victim 
medica l  funds, and educational sympo­
s iums for the general community are 
other sugges tions under considera­
tion. 

_Picnic Served up Gay Pride 
About 50 Gay men and Lesbians gath­

ered at the home of A l l en Cook and 
John Stilwel l for the 3rd annual Gay 
Pride Picnic held June 19. The picnic 
(a bring-your-own-af fair ) was not as 
wel l  attended as in previous years, 
but over a l l  reaction was favorabl e .  

Charlie McMullin , a l oc a l ly wel l­
known singer/activist in the Gay 
rights movement entertained with 
songs of pride and strugg l e  en­
couraging people to do what they c an 
for the cau s e .  

A l l  in all , it was a p l easant af­
ternoon of fellowship , songs , food 
and fun held in an atmosphere condu­
sive to " letting your nair down" and 
being yoursel f .  Asked if the neigh­
bors objected , Allen Cook repl ied , "I 
rea l l y  expected some adverse reaction 
cons idering our neighbors had their 
12-year old grand son visiting, but 
they were j ust as friendly the next 
day as ever. I ' m  not sure that they 
really know what was going on, but on 
the other hand I don ' t  see how they 
could have misunderstood . I suspect 
that over the past three years with 
several large gatherings, our neigh­
bors have come to respect us and know 
that our friends never cause any pro­
blems . 

For the first time, the Coa lition 
sold tickets for 25c donation which 
were redeemable for drinks or draft . 
One reason for this was that this was 
the first year that the keg was not 
donated by some group or individua l . 
Enough money was raised to cover the 
cost of the keg and some of the pic-

Charlie McMullin entertaining at 
the Gay Pride Picnic. 

nic supplies . Future Coal ition events 
will probably include a cash bar . 

The Gay Pride Picnic is another 
annual event s ponsored by the Memphis 
Gay Coal ition held during Gay Pride 
Week . 

Lady Astor and Emcee Dennis Massey at 'Old Hash' benefit for AIDS. 

Parade and Rally Culminate 
Week's Events 

Chanting "Two , Four , Six , Eigh t ,  
How do you know your (teacher ' s, 
friend ' s , son ' s , daughter ' s ,  preach­
er ' s ,  etc . )  straight? " a group of 
over 50 local Gay ac tivists and sup­
porters marched from ?eabody Park on 
Cooper to the Raoul Wa l lenberg Memor­
ial She l l  at Overton Park for a Gay 
Pride Week Parade and Rally, Sunday , 
June 26, 

The farade and Ral l y  culminated a 
week of events aimed at sol idifying 
the Gay community (see rel ated stor­
ies) and pointing up the discrimi­
nation endured by homosexu a l s  in this 
country . The last week of June is 
celebrated by the Gay community as 
the anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots in New York where homosexuals 
first rebelled against police har­
assment. That event is generally 
considered to be the factor which led 
to the rise of the Gay Rights move­
ment . 

Speaking at the Rally were April 
Ferguson (National Organization for 
Women) ,  Sandra Kurij aka , Executive 
Director of the Arkansas ACLU , Allen 
Cook , co-editor o f  Gaze, Martt Katz 

. (MSU ' s Students for Gay and Lesbian 
Awarenes s ) ,  singer /activist Charlie 
McMullin , and Dr . Har ry Moore , Execu­
tive Director of the Memphis Branch 
of the National Conference of Christ­
ians and Jews . 

In his speech Dr, Moore indicated 
that like any minority, Gays shou l d  
constantly b e  aware of the rights o f  
other s . He s aid that any group that 
can be singled out for any reason has 
the potential to be dis criminated 
agains t .  He a l s o  pointed out that the 
AIDS hysteria has the potential to 
create additional dis criminatory 
problems f or all homosexual s. 

Charlie McMul lin concluded the 
ral ly with a truly stirring rendition 
(a capel l a )  of Hol l y  Near ' s  " It Cou l d  
Have Been You (It Cou l d  Have Been 
Me) "  with the entire a s s embled group 
rising and J01n1ng hand s .  The song 
was dedicated to the memory of a man 
in C larksvill e ,  Tennessee who c ommit­
ted suicide after being exposed by 
the news paper there as a homosexual 
arrested in a park raid l ast year . 
Gay activists feel the man was mur­
dered by homophobic reporting and/ negative socia l attitudes . 

J oining l ocal Gays in the parade 
were representatives from Little Rock 
as wel l  as Denver, Colorado and 
Chicag o .  

Tommy Stewart opened J-Wags t o  the 
hot and tired but inspired and satis­
fied ensemble where dis cussion was a­
mong other things, p l ans for the next 
Parade and R a l ly 

Because of the GAZE staff's involvement in Gay Pride activities 
this year, it was decided to combine the July and August 
issues. All subscriptions and advertising contracts will be ex· 
tended for one. month past the normal expiration date. Our next 
issue of GAZE will appear on 4th Friday of August. 



Gazi Editorials appearing in Gaze represent only the opinions of the 
authors unless otherwise indicated. 

Gazing Back and Looking Forward 

/• " : 
•. 

by John Stilwell 

Going back to the firs t  Gay Pride 
is sue of G az e , I was interested mos t  
in the e ditorial "The Myth of Burn-· 
�ut , "  and in order to put things 
1n pers pective, I reviewed the June 
and August is sues . 

I noted many advertis e r s  who wete 
no long e r  in busines s .  Sound famil­
iar? 

There were s tories of the r e ligious 
r ight and persecution of Gays and 
lots of news about the '80 Southeast­
�rn Conference of\ Lesbians and Gay 
Men,. 

The editorial that month, "The 

have left to pursue personal projects 
while others have left just to have 
some sort of social life . Some 
l e ft because they became discouraged 
by how long it takes to make the 
smalle s t  progress and frustrated be 
cause there's no end in sight. 

Bu�n-out is a reality . 
The purpose of this editorial is 

not to mourn those who have left the 
ranks . They enlisted , they served 
we 11 and when it carne t

'
ime to re­

enl i s t ,  they chose instead to go onto 
other thing s . This is a call for new 
recruits . I t's time for new people to 
s e rve the cause • . .  pick up the baton 
and run with it . I t ' s  time to g e t  off 
the fence and get invo lve d . 

The Coal ition has been here to 
serve the Memphis Gay and L e s bian 
community and keep . Memphis Les bians 
and Gay men aware of what ' s going on 
around us . Perhaps you haven ' t  needed 
the Coa l ition or its services , but as 
an examp l e ,  if you depended on the 
straight media , only now wou l d  you be 
hearing any reports on AIDS, whereas 
Gaze has bee n  reporting on it for 
over two years . 

If you don't help and get 
now, s everal years down 

involved 
the road 

when you need those services, they 
may not be there, 

Think about i t .  Get involved. In June , front page s tories were 
"FM-100 Fires DJ Ron 'Bruce Puce' 
Jordan , "  "Ch r i s tian Voice, Moral 
Maj ority Pl an E le c tion Year" and 
"Feinste i n ,  Barry Support Gay Rights 
Plank . "  The paper had articles on 
CBS's "Gay Pride , Gay Pol itics," the 
'80 Southeastern Conference� Anita· 
Bryant f i l ing for d ivorce and the 
first s cheduled appearance of Buddy 
Chapman as a speaker at the TGCHR 
meeting (which actua l l y  came to pass 
2 years later ! )  

Myth of Burn-Ou�" complained about a 
few individuals doing a l l  the work 
and then being critic ized by others 
who would not commit any time or 
effort to the movement . According to 
the editorial , "if 

-
we r e s pond to 

cri�icisms and fatigue in a manner 
which causes us to d i s continue our 
efforts . . .  then our original motives 
are subject to question . . .  The quick­
e s t  way to kill the Gay rights move­
ment is to concern our s e lv�s so much 
w i th individual concerns that we los e  
s i ght o f  our purpose • • · How cou l d  we , 
in good cons c i ence , a l low such a s illy 
thing as burn-out to destroy the or­
ganization and the communi cations net­
work that we have bui l t?" 

On Building Boxes 

In August, the news was of the '80 
Conference, the protests and " Br itt 
Wants Gaze Out of Librar y . " There was 
a two page spread for John Anderson, 
compl aints about Reagan's' platform , 
Mayor ·chandl e r  and the city Coun c i l  

-refusing to answer ques tion; s en t  them 
by TGCHR as king their feel ings on 
issues of concern to the Gay communi­
ty . 

But the first Gay Pride issue i s  
most interesting. The picture was on 
the front page , the s tory on page s i x .  
A quote from that s tory: " It is hard 
to unite the Gay Communi ty. Peopl e  
don't a lways real ize that working 
doesn't mean we have to be more or 
l e s s  out-of-the-closet than we want 
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The fol lowing editorial app�ared in 
Lambda, the Carolina G ay Association 
Newsletter and was written by Bill, 
the editor. 
EMI LY: ( Suddenly s he looks dire ctly 
at Mrs. Gibbs ) Live people don ' t un­
ders tand do they? 

In conclus ion, the e d itor ial s ays : 
" . . .  of a l l  the reasons we might g iv e  
for burn-out, by far the greate s t  is 
taking ourse lves and those who crit­
icize us too s e rious l y .  If we l o s e  
our s ense o f  humor and our enjoyment 
of the social s ide of life (es pe c i a l l y  
G a y  L ife , ·then w e  a r e  doomed to find ·MRS. GIBBS: No, dear-- not very much. 

our work \n the movement too much a EMILY: The y ' re s ort of shut up in 
burden . No matter how s e r ious our little boxes, aren't they? I feel as 
s trug g l e  for equa l i ty is--and it is-- though I knew them least a thousand 
we cannot l o s e  touch with thos e  ye ars ago. 
things which make l ife enj oyabl e . If 
we d o ,  we will soon find our work is 
no longer worth the bother . We wil l  

( from Our Town by Thornton Wilder) 

stop working with the movement and Las t fall I had the good fortune to 
then s a y  we are 'burned out' 

. • • Burn- watch Our Town on televis ion and was 
out? No such thing." particularly s truck by the lines I 

Three years later , the number of quoted above. If Wilder was interest­
people activ e l y  involved has seriou s l y  ed in being prescriptive. he was try­
decrea s e d .  Some fol ks have "outgrown" ing to encourage s e l f-inspection of 
us and have continued to work but on the l ittle boxes .  Gay people are 
a h i gher or d iffe rent l ev e l . Some lucky in this respect , because we 

River Cruise: 
A Sell-Out 

For the first time in its 5-year 
h i stor y ,  the Memphi s  Gay Coalition's 
Gay Pride River Cruise sold out be­
fore boarding time leaving a number 
of procrastinators s tanding on shore 
hoping for no-shows so they could 
j oin the fun . 

have been forcibly evic ted from the 
box of heteros exuality, we begin to 
evaluate the world more critica lly, 
at least to that point where we ac­
cept that Gay is good (or at least as 
good as s traight). 

The eviction is too much for some 
people. They hurriedly construct a 
box completely identical to their old 
straight one except for s exual pre­
ference, and c riticize other Gay 
people who cannot pass for s traight 
Othe r people take advantage of the 
opportunity to broaden their aware­
ness of how society treats minori­
ties. Maybe it starts with accepting 
other Gays who frustrate s ociety's 
expectations, particularly, for ex­
ample, drag queens . Then an under­
standing of how women are repressed 
and harassed sexually in our society; 
some people begin to e xplore rac ial 
disc rimination and how it affects the 
spirit . Somewhere along the line we 
s top and get out the hammer and 
nails. A few keep going and seriously 

question stereotypical masculine and 
feminine sex rules and examine what 
it means for a woman to be necessarily 
as sertive or for a man to he sensi-· 
tive to people. And others interpret 
the ways Gay peopl� are oppressed po­
litically . s eeing the denial of 
rights in its broader s cope. 

I gue s s  we all do have to stop 
somewhere and make a box. a nest, a 
comfortabl� place. You d on't need to 
read between the lines to see that I 
believe the s martest thing to do ts 
s eize what appears to be a "bad 
th ing" initially ( being thrown out 
of the box) and make the most of the 
momentary illusion of no walls . I f  
you've stopped a t  the first s tep, 
you're losing out . It's in man's na­
ture to build boxes; the best we can 
do is make damn sure that the one 
we build isn't one that keeps us live 
people from unders tanding . 

My own first view of homo�exuals 
was in the mid 60's when was a 
child. One night I stayed up late 
enough to catch a program coming out 
of NYC that was inte rviewing two Gay 
men and a Le s bian . They sat on s tools 
with bags over their heads with holes · 
cut out for eyes and mouths. The 
light was cast from the back, and the 
figures became s imple black silhou­
ettes speaking about their fears. 
I've forgotten exactly what they 
said, but I've never fo�gotten the 
sight--vision, if you will-- of what 
life was like for homosexuals. 

Things changed. Their world did not 
become our world. If Gay teenagers 
can appe ar on national television wit� 
no bags over their faces in full 
light explaining why they sued their 
high s chool ( and won ) to allow them 
to come to the prom as a c ouple. 
we've gotten somewhere. But so much 
remains to be done that the only 
benefit at looking at the advances is 
that it keeps you from getting 
depressed . 

Cecil McLeod 
Marty Martin 

Circulation: 
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John Stilwell 

The River Cruis e was he ld June 25 
on the Memphis Queen III and is an 
annual event of Gay Pride Wee k .  "We 
were original ly to l d  the capacity of 
the boat was 300," s a id C e c i l  McLeod. 
Gay Pride Chair . "We found out about 
three days before the cruise that it 
was actually 399 including security, 
crew and the band . So we were able to 
offer about an additional 75 tickets 
for sale . "  All but s ix of the tickets 
were sold before 8:00 P . M .  Saturday 
and those went quickly on a first­
come, first-served bas i s  shortly be­
fore boarding time . 

��CJ.l�QU�� U(J) \1(J)U[£ 
Jeff Thompson 

Encore Cards and G ifts which gra-
Advertisinglnforrnatlon: ciously s erved as a ticket outlet, (90t) 454-1411 

was s wamped with requests Friday and 
National Advertising: Saturday and enlisted hel p  so that 

Joe DiSabato normal business could be carried on 
Rivendell Marketing 

666 Sixth Avenue as we 11 . 
New York, NY 10010(2t2)242-6863 Joyce Cobb and Hot Fun provided 

music ranging from j az z  to disco for 
Copyright 1983 by MGC. Reprint permission. granted to Gay 
and Lesbian publications only, provided proper credit is given. dancers who kept the dance floor 
Distributed In Memphis, LHtle Rock, and Nashville. Micro film- packed all night long . A fu 11 moon 
ed by Southern Gay Archives, Boca Raton, Fl, Gaze Box 3038 and pleasant weather only added to a 
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An Open e . 

Memphis Gay Coalition 
Dear Gentleperson, 

We have accomplished a great deal in Memphis toward improving the quality of life 
for Gay and Lesbian citizens. Many of us remember the days when same-sex dancing 
was a target for police harassment, for example. Today, we take this simple 
pleasure for granted. We owe much to individuals whose names will never be re­
corded in our history books. 

It is vitally important right now that we assess the progress we have made in our 
community and realize the need for an organized effort to provide services for 
the Gay and Lesbian community. We need an organization to exert influence and 
provide a presence in the general community and to stand beside us when outside 
forces threaten the concept of equality. 

We are fortunate. We have a progressive and promising organization in Memphis 
which works to dispel anti-Gay myths and to achieve our constitutionally-guaran­
teed equality. The Memphis Gay Coalition, not yet four years old, has achieved 
national recognition for its enthusiasm and effectiveness in providing services 
and ·bringing about change for the Lesbian and Gay community in the Mid-South. 

Whether we are totally open about our sexual orientation or whether we must re­
main anonymous, the movement for equality is equally important to all of·us. 

He are at a critical point in our progress and we must call on you for help if we 
are to grow and expand our services. Costs for such projects as the Gay Switch­
board, "Gay Alternative" radio program and Gaze have skyrocketed during the past 
year. Year to year fundraisers barely provide the funds to continue the impor­
tant services of the Gay Switchboard, for example, and we must rely upon indivi­
dual donations and Coalition memberships to keep it going. Volunteers are need­
ed, also. All it takes is a commitment to equality; it doesn't mean, as some 
people believe, that we must expose our private sexuality to public viewing. 

Won't you please take th� time to consider helping us out by giving a few hours 
a month of your time or b'y sending whatever donation you can afford? All funds 
are strictly accounted for and donations will go . toward any service you might 
specify. Our mailing list is absolutely· confidential and is given or sold to no 
one. 

We are at the cross-roads--we may continue with limited volunteers, funds and 

::::::��jj;;;ts ;ti�t a f;;+=· 

/'�c� &eJt/t/i:_�Q ��� 
P.O. Box 3038 Memphis, Tennessee 38103 � 
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The Beginning · 
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*********** 
THANKS 

e Eyes Have .·It 
I c ame out of th� close t  exactly a 

year ago . For years previous , I had 
known and accepted the fact that I 
was in a closet, an attic, a base­
�ent or s omewhere pretty unnatural .  

I admired men for years from a d is­
tance, through three confusing, het­
erosexual marriages that comprised 
over a third of my entire li fe . I 
tried with all my heart and soul to 
remain faith ful to three of the most 
wonderful women I' d known . But there 
always c ame "that" moment-- perhaps 
it was the full moon -- the moment 
would always come when I had to have 
a mou s tache tickle my upper lip or 
hold on to a hand tha t  was poss ibly 
as s trong or s tronger than my own.  A� 
undeniable need to be with s omeone 
who knew where I was c oming from .  
I y earned for a relationship where 
there couldn' t pos s ibly be anything 
to hide.  Thirty years of avoiding the 
truth play i ng games to c ircumvent it 
was e�ough . My third and las t  w i fe 
and I loved to s i ng together and our 
favorite song was " I' ll Never Love 
This Way Aga in. " It must have been an 
omen . 

When we split up and went our d i f­
ferent ways , it was a whole year that 
I remained alone c ompletely- -no par­
ties , no conversations, speaking to 
people only when in answer to a ques­
tion or in res ponse to a statement .  
All I was capable of doing was work­
ing 12 hours a day, attend lectures 
at MSU and s i p  wine at bedtime every 
night till I was able to sleep . From 
the time I was 18 years old, I was 
married and never s lept alon e .  Dur­
ing my entire married existence I 
could count e�eh and every night I 
slept alone on one hand . The one year 
of total social isolation was enough . 
I needed a teddy bear, a blow-up doll 
or s omething, and I knew what I had 
to do--f ind a male mate . I knew he 
was 

-out there s omewhere --had no idea 
who he would b e ,  h i s  name, or any­
thing about him --- except that he 
would most likely need me as much as 
I needed him---and when the time was 
right, we' d meet and. all would be 
well . 

I made the rounds of all the bars , 
blew an enormous amount of money , 
broke all my previous abomination 
awards and records and hated every 
minute of it.  Every night I e nded up 
alone in the back of a cab head ing 
home to retire and begin a new day o f  

-· 

hope. 
Oddly enough I met Stan on the 

telephone. If that isn' t s trange 
enough-- it wasn' t even h i s  telephone . 
He was answering my call for h i s  
landlord at t h e  time. I was calling 
in reference to renting a farm out­
s ide of Memphis . 

Stan' s voice was hypnotic . From the 
moment he s a i d  "hello," I' d forgot­
ten why I' d called, who I was, what 
planet this was and j u s t  about every­
thing of major importance. It seemed 
that with every word he s a i d  after 
that I became more and more m.esmer­
ized . When he politely asked how I 
felt, I hones tly replied " lones ome 
and bored . "  

When I hung up the phone I couldn' t 
stop hearing h i s  voice in my c on­
s c ienc e .  And at that moment, that was 
all there was -- a voice-- and ev­
erything that a voice could convey or 
would . I was tormented by it, rather 
teased by it for s everal days , until 
he returned 
he phoned me one late a fternoon and 
invited me over to h i s  plush mid-town 
res idence. It was a blind date (actu­
ally my f i rst) but I wasn' t nervous 
or afraid . I was still hearing his 
voice and was motivated beyond be­
lief to see h i s  face, look into his 
eyes to s ee if his "eyes had i t . " 

I suppose he was taki ng a risk too . 
How d i d  he know I wasn' t a queer 
basher out for kicks or a burglar? 
Perhaps there was s ometh i ng to my 
voice that urged him on . Maybe he 
was lonesome , too. 

He picked me up at my house and we 
drove to h i s . Since he was driving 
and had to keep his eyes on the road, 
I had the advantage of staring at h im 
and falling in love before we got 
home . When we arrived, it was home-­
his place became our home and we have 
been together s ince that firs t n ight . 
I can' t imagine any other existence 
without h im at this point and I 
believe I fell: that way from the mo­
ment we fi rs t looked into each 
other's eyes . To th is day, I am not 
so thanKful that he was good enough 
for me --- but that I was good e­
nough for him. 

I kept my own apartment for the 
summer but never slept there again , 
going back and forth to check the 
mail, pull some more clothes out, 
etc . My li fe stopped immedi ately. 
Everything I was d oing came. to a 
halt. S chool became excruc iatingly 
boring . Anyth ing that didn' t include 
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1835 Union Avenue, Suite 203 
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• Increasing self-understanding 

For Further Information call 726-1284 

Stan just seemed to be a · -waste·-·-o-f 
time. Rick Reed in love again? No-­
Rick Reed in love for the f irst time . , 
A complete love, one that was ful­

. f i lling , purposeful and inspiration-_ 
al that I' d wa ited 31 years to f i nd. 

So, I had to come out of the clos­
et . Not because I wanted to prove 
anything, but because I wanted to 
share my love for Stan with my fam­
ily f irst off. We never �ad to dis­
cuss our relationship with my family 
or our plans and dreams ; it was some­
th ing that was very obvious to every­
one around us. 

I was '·never happier in my life.  I 
thought I was happiest when my daugh­
ter Liza was born, but w i th Stan, 
there c ame a more relevant newborn--a 

�d i f ferent birth--happening within me. 
Witb Stan I felt wonderful. I 

longed to hold his hand on Memphis 
streets. I wanted to be accepted by 
anyone and everyone as a homosexual. 
For years I' d. hated my homos exual 
tendencies, but Stan taught me I 
could love myself and I learned fast. 

I couldn' t let well enough alone
. 

through being " j ust" a homosexual. 
Deep ins i de, wanting to get out was a 
great need to express how I felt 
about Stan. !-wanted everyone to know 
I' d changed ; I' d found myself and was 
ridiculous ly·happy. 

I wasn' t ready to ride on top of a 
huge pen i s - f loat in the Cotton Car­
nival Parade, but I d i d  want to be 
proud . That's when GAZE came into the 
p icture. I' d been writing all of my 
lif e .  My f irst published s tory was 
written when I was twelve. I have 
written four books . It was only na­
tural that I would want to write for 
the paper . 

Aga in I knew that when it was time, 
things would take care of themselves . 
When the time was right, just as I 
had expected, a c omplete ·s tranger 
who was as poor at the pool table as 
I was missed h i s  shot, and scratched 
and winced, and looked me in the eye 
and s aid , "Hey, you' re Rick Reed are­
n' t you? " I s a id "Yes" and he told me 
of GAZE,.the opportunities and a need 
for new writers . In a few weeks I' d 
developed "The Eyes Have It," a com­
p ilation of short stories , long s tor­
ies , what have you, that after a p�r­
iod of time would c omprise my f i f th 
book, by the s ame name. My s tories 
would c ontinue to reflect New J ourn­
alism , this time from a Gay point of 
view, through the four characteris­
tics of New Journalism-- it has to be 
personal, pas s ionate, s ubj ective and 
b izarre . 

So , now I' ve been writing for GAZE 
almost a year -- remaining personal, 
pas s ionate, subjective and hopefully 
bizarre . At least I feel I have done 
my bes t .  I n  any cas e ,  I h a d  t o  tell 
of Stan. I couldn' t poss ibly continue 
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writing pers onally and pas s ionately 
w i thout including this particular 
story. The book would be incomplete 
if Stan were not a part of it. For 
me , Stan is the most wonderful per­
son on earth the man has it, the 
voi c e  has it--and the eyes have i t .  
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Nashville Celebrates 
Lesbian-Gay Pride Week 

t 

by Jeff Thompson 

Nashvil le's Lesbian-Gay Pride Week , 
June 12-19, was a thril l ing success-­
and even got written up (favorably ) 
in a two-part artic l e  in The 
Nashville Banner. The special week 

focusing on the "Business of Being 
Gay" inc luded meetings , two dinners 
at the Metropolitan Community Church 
buildin g ,  a Sundpy a fternoon picnic , 
and a Gay Pride Cruise on the Cumber­
l and River aboa r·d, the Nashville Show­
boat . Built 

·
-in 1979, the Showboat is 

the newest • of (Music City ' s  three 
riverboats and features both an ex­
terior deck and a covered (but 
partial ly open-air ) interior dec k .  

On Saturday nigh t ,  June 18, 144 
Lesbians and Gay men boarded The 
Nashvil l e  Showboat and enjoyed a 
three-hour cruise in warm, breezy 
weather . Al ison Smith of the Nash­
vil l e  chapter of the Tennessee Gay 
Coalition for Human Rights (which 
sponsored th� boat ride) was e l ated 
over the 144-strong turn-out , as the 
Gay cruises in the summer and f a l l of 
1982 both had drawn only 115 peop l e .  
"This one i s  the biggest ever ! "  she 
dec lared, 

Pride Cruise passengers inc luded 
A l l ison Smith and other Coalition 
o f ficials; Nashvil l e ' s  own Abby 

Rubenf e l d ,  now working for Lambda 
Legal Defense in New York City (but 
who returned to participate in Gay 
Pride Wee k ) ; Reverend Paul Tucke r , 
pastor of Nashvil l e ' s  Metropo l itan 
Community Church; Steve Smith and 
Rita Rhinestone o f  B a l loons-Hi and 
Warehouse 28, Incorporated; John 
Sawye r ,  manager of Juanita ' s; Mark 
Ryan , owner of Mother ' s; and Carol 
Powe l l , an at- large candidate for 
the N ashvil l e  City Council. 

The Showboat trave led up the Cum­
ber land River and passed such river­

·bank l andmarks at Fort Nashboro , the 
brand new Riverfront Par k , Metro 
General Hospita l , factorie s ,  Shelby 
Park , and the city waterworks. On 
board the ship , the gracious staf f  o f  
the Showboat served beverages; Steve 
Smith distributed compl imentary hel­
ium b a l loons; a tapedeck p l ayed j az z ,  
rock , and dance music; and the 144 
voyagers mingled , conversed , and 
danc e d .  

Late i n  the cruise , a thunderous 
whoop went up as the boat passed 
the tourist�fil l ed Captain Annex 
vessel on the r iv e r .  The exuberant 
passengers on The Nashvil l e  Showboat 
obviously agreed that the "Business 
of Being Gay" was something to shout 
about ! . 

MCC Pastor Resigns 
by Joel Tate 

The Metropol itan Community Church 
of Memphis has reorganized under lay 
leadership fol lowing the re signation 
of its pastor and approval by dis­
trict church of ficials to continue 
operations. 

The church board last month named 
two volunteer worship coordinators, 
Whit Smith and Bil l West, to replac.e 
the Rev. Jim Simon , who resigned June 
15 . Simon , who was pastor of the 
church since April 1982, planned to 
preach in South Caro l ina through the 
end of July b e fore seeking permanent 
employment e l sewhere . 

Simon ' s  resignation came after a 
decline in attendance and financial 
support that threatened to end MCC ' s  
7�-year-old m1n1stry in Memphis. He 
said he b e l ieved his departure could 
only serve to stabilize the smal l  
congregation , which had been strug­
gl ing with personality con f l icts and 
financial troub le for month s .  Nine 
church members had resigned member­
ship in December f o l l owing e f forts to 
get the pastor to l e ave . 

However , MCC ' s  Board of Home Mis­
sions for the South At lantic Distr ict 
voted in May to a l low the church to 
continue operating. Thirteen MCC mem­
bers pl edged, to support the church 

MEN OF LEATHER 
1474 Madison 

(located ill;. the rear of Jackie's) 
... , ...... 

for at l east one year and petitioned 
the board for approva l .  A delegation 
of church members attended a district 
conference in Columbia , S.C . in l ate 
May for that purpose . 

District Coordinator Gilbert Lin­
coln said he regarded the board ac­
tion "as a vote o f  confidence. I am 
deeply impressed that the church has 
obtained 13 promissory signatures an9 
I ' m  p l eased by the outl ine of the 
church goa ls for the year to come. It 
seems to me you ' re on the right track 
and have the means to go forward more 
and more e f fective ly . "  

Since then ,  the shurch has embarked 
on a pledge campaign among its mem­
bers and is preparing to send l etters 
solic iting financial support f rom the 
community. Contributions may be sent;· 
to the church in care of P.O. Box 
40943 , Memphis , TN. At a July 6 meet­
ing of the church ' s  board of direc­
tor s ,  the treasurer reported that the 
debts have gradual l y  dec lined since 
May and that the church can be in 
stab l e  financial condition soon with 
more community support. 

The church continues to meet at 1 
PM Sundays at 2 2 24 Centra l .  Rap se s­
sions and Bib l e  studies are conducted 
at 7:30 PM Wednesday . 
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REVIEWS 
Doctor's New Book 

Provides Guide 
to AJDS I STDs 

for testing, many Gay men were in­
strumentaL in the r ecent breakthrough 
develo�ent of the Hepat i t i s  B vac-

'" 'cine . � J � )'-
In researching Gay Men\s Health, 

Kas s le �  worked in a New York clin i c  
that t r e a t s  t h e  p�oblems s h e  d i s­
cusses . In one of the mos t valuable 

parts of the book, she l i s t s  clinics 
�hro�ghout the country tha.t special­
�ze �n t reat ing Gay men ' s  STD ' s . Aver­
age cost of medical t e s t s  are given, 
as well as what to expect in a med­
ical examination and a g lo s s ary ofr 
terms . 

LGAES Distributes Free 
Sci· Fi Bibliography 

j ': =· 'If 

'LGAES ( Le s bian and Gay Associated 
Engineers and S c i enti s t s )  is d i s trib­
ut ing a free s c ience fi c tion biblio­
graphy to those who s end a SASE. On 
the reve rse s i de is a bas ic Gay and 

Lesbian bibliography and a Thomas 
Sz asz bibliography. LGAES pres ident 
Edwa rd Se bes t a  says he " t ries to pro­
mote Gay reading in th is small way. " 
For a copy, write to LGAES, P.O. Box 
4247, San Franci s co, CA 94101. 

Every week there seems to be a 
shocking new development in the 
spread of the Acquired Immune Defi­
iency Syndrome (AIDS). But as any 
Gay man knows, AIDS is certainly not 
the only disease that can be sp�ead 
through sexual contact. Sexually 
Transmitted Diseases (STDs) are an 
increasing problem for the Gay com­
muni ty both in quality and quant i ty. 

AIDS, its symptoms, the diseases 
a s soeiated w i th i t ,  and its  psycho­
log ical ramifi c a t ions. 

"Wi th any d isease that is incurable 
and has such h igh s takes, the em­
pha s i s  

.
�s on prevention, " Kas s ler 

wr ite s . Con trolling AIDS has to be a 
cooperativ e  venture . "  

Before the appearance of AIDS, 
pro bably the most dreaded of STDs 
was hepat i t i s . Over the pas•t decade, 
Gay men have accounted for an in­
c:eas ing number of cases, and infec­
t�ons from s e xual contact have be­
come the maj or cau s e . By donat ing 
blood and making themselves ava ilable 

" Educa·tion prov ides pro t e c t ion 
against having to learn by upwanted 
expe r i ence , "  Kassler' writes in the 
introduct ion . "It permi t s  one to make 
decisions that are genu inely based on 
informed consent . "  "Interesting" 

But Not Very Deep 
by Thomas Smith 

In a comprehensive new book, Gay 
Men's Health: A Guide to the AID Syn­
drome and other Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases (Harper & Row, $12.95 cloth, 
$7.95 pape r ) ,  New Yor k  phy s i cian 
Jeanne Kas s ler, M . D. provides an up­
to-date and complete health guide for 
the s exually a c t iv e  Gay man . 

"Wh i le STD ' s  are a potential prob­
lem for everyone who i sn ' t  celiba t e , " 
Dr . Kas s le r  wr i t e s ,  "Gay men and 
h e t erosexual women suffer the mos t." 
Gay Men's Health goes far beyond AIDS 
and d e s c r i be s  all the known STDs that 
affec t  Gay men, including herpes, 
hepat i tus , the c la s s ic venereal d i s ­
e a s e s ,  a n d  more . T h e  book explains 
what they are, their symptoms, what 
s exual prac t i ce s  are mos t  likely to 
t ransmit them, how they are d iagnos ed 
and t reated, and what can be done to 
prevent them . The treatment r ecom­
mendat ions are usually those sug­
ges ted by the Centers for Disease 
Control in their latest 1982 bulle tin . 

Numerous art i cles have appeared 
about AIDS, but G�y Men's H�alth is 
the fir s t  book to provide a compila­
t ion of all that is currently known 
about the syndrome . AIDS s t ands apart 
from other STDs because so much is 
unknown about the disease--and i t  can 
be fatal . Dr . Kasslet d i s cu s s es the 
various theories about what causes 

.IE.\,,E K .\SSI.ER. -'1.1). 
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Afte r  careful refle c t ion on these 
two books, I have come to a conclu­
s i on: we're batt ing 500. One was a 
d i sappointment and one was less of a 
d i s appointment . Surely this does not 
s eem to be the cheerful way to s t art 
up a review, but look, if you had 
read �he s e  books, you wouldn ' t  be so 
e lated, e i t he r .  It has about the s ame 
effec t  as being promised s t e ak and 
g e t t ing a chicken hot dog ( le s s  fat , 
less calories and certainly le ss fun )  
instead . What kind of a good time is 
that? 

S ince I ' ve been wallowing in the 
. muddy waters of pessimism for awh i le , 

why chang e ?  Le t ' s  go straight down to 
the bottom as I d i s cuss,  review and 
pick apart this first ·  book, Richard 
Hall ' s Three Plays For A Gay Theatre. 
Prepare yourselves, it's go ing to he 
a bumpy, uh, ride . 

Hall ' s  book contains not only three 
plays but three e s says . This in i t ­
s e lf is not much of a bargain because 
these " e s s ays" ( how loosely the term 
is used in these trying t ime s )  are 
worse than the play s . Not only are 
they dull, boring and lengthy, but 
they read like a History of Theatre 
text . Perhaps your English profes sor 
or Theatre profe s sor would enjoy them 
but not I. In the first

-
place, the 

e s s ays d i d  not t e ll me anything I 
didn ' t already know, like: 

.............................................................................. 1. It took a while for Gay Theatre 
to evolve· 
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2. Straight actors don ' t  like play­
.ing Gay charact ers . 

3 .  Gay aud iences enjoy Gay plays 
more than s t raight audiences do, 

If this ha� been the first t ime I 
had read this informat ion, I wouldn't 
be so cruel. Cons ider ing Mr . Hall ' s 
uncomplicated way of expr e s s ing these 
ideas, someone could have pas s e d  
those e s s ay s  r ight by m e ,  n o t  with a 
roaring cheer, or even a pol i t e  clap, 
but with an inat tent ive s t are . It 
s e ems though that this informa t ion 
has passed by my eyes only 1000 t ime s 
(make that 1001) and, bes ides, i s n 't 
it j u s t  common sense? Do we need to 
be told? Richard Hall might have a 
chance at writ ing some good e s s ays if 
he could g e t  a hold of the r ight ma­
t erial and not this textbook s tuff . 

Enough of the e s s ays, now on to the 
major reason for the book: the plays . 
Let me d i s s e c t  and crush them one by 
one: 

The first is a vamped-up "Carol­
Burnett-Show-Skit" type play called, 
Happy Birthday, Daddy. It ' s  not bad. 
If you can overlook the emptine s s ,  
t h e  T V  show mentality of it,  the 
bland , transferable-from-one play- to­
the-next charact e r s  and the obvious­
ly bad t iming, it ' s  a good play. 
Somet ime s ,  as in this one, if you 
wrap all these bad chara c t e r i s t i c s  up 
in a pret ty package (beaut iful people 
and miraculous act ing and every now 
and then a snappy joke or two ) , it ' s  
easy to s i t  back and r elax . Just 
don ' t try to think or the whole thing 
falls apart . Happy Birthday, Daddy is 
the s tory of a father, h i s  wife, his 

.... �� ...................................................................... boy and the father ' s  lover .  How they 
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drop, and how the father and h i s  
lover relate is  t h e  funn i e s t .  For the 
record, the wor s t  is the boy/father/ 
lover rela t ionship which is very ill­
s c r ip t e d .  Okay, fir s t ,  the boy wants 
his father back with him and h i s  
mother. When he learns how pres suring 
it is to have a dating father for t wo 
weeks, the r e s t  of the play is dedi­
cated to get�ing the father back with 
the lover, wherein everyone decides 
that " life is  wonderful and, gee , I ' m  
not too sure about hav ing a Gay par­
ent/husband, but I know everything 
will be great soon!" When are we go­
ing to s �op g e t t ing these cardboard, 
Ne il Simon charac t e r s ?  

Play #2 d o e s  a j ig . around a thought 
of Hall ' s  wh ich goes, " Hey! I'll take 
one of those textbook ideas about 
s t r aight people playing Gay charac­
ters and put a play behind it! Wow! 
And to make it really good, I ' ll make 
the s t raight lead a To� Selleck-type 
so everyone can see he ' s  real Holly­
wood and not very smart and I'll make 
his manager a Lesbian but keep it a 
secret unt il the end of the �lay 
where it won ' t  make any difference 
anyway and have too many minor char­
acters and a st ereotype Gay couple 
who'll put the make on the Tom Sel­
lec k  look- a-like , jus t  for fun, of 
cours e ,  and really complicate a su­
gar-coated play where all it needs at 
the path e t i c  ending is violins and 20 
dancing g irls w i th s parklers!  Yeah, 
t h i s ' ll be a great play!'' 

Well, I hate to be the bearer of 
bad news, but things j u s t  d i dn ' t  work 
out as plannea, Oh, yes, this winner 
of a play �s ent i t led (are you 
ready? ) Love Match. 

The wor s t  is over, though, folks ,  
a s  we glide ou t of t h e  p i t s  into the 
gut t e r  with Prisoner of Love. The ad­
vantage o f  Prisoner over Match is 
Prisoner i� on a beach with hope­
fully beaut iful, shirtless men and I 
believe that the�e ' s  lot s  of t�uch ing 
going on . Otherw i s e ,  skip i t .  

( I' ll r u n  through it briefly so you 
won ' t  feel you ' v e  m i s s e d  anything ) -­
See, t h i s  pseudo- eccentric Gay acti­
v i s t  and friend go to Peurto Rico for 
a holiday . The Gay act ivist is pulled 
into a qui ck i e  with a hus tler but h i s  
fr iend pays for i t  so t h e  ac t iv i s t  
will have a good t ime . The a c t iv i s t  
falls in love w i th t h e  hus t ler, who 
goes along w i th it as long as the 
friend pays mor.e money and things go 
hayw i re and· h1aven ' 't <.  you already seen 
thi s  same s tory in a hundred A )  books 
B) movi e s  or C·) ·pLays? ' I '  11 r i s k  it 
and g ive a h int about the ending-­
i t ' s  the same kind that Walt Disney 
uses . 

Incredible as it i s ,  there is an 
advantage to s e e ing/read ing one (and 
no more than one) of the Richard Hall 
colle c t ion . They are enjoyable for 
relaxing--it ' s  not "thinking man ' s  
theatre," rather "leisure man's thea­
tre . "  I only tear them down becaus� 
Hall wrote them to be the former ,  but 
he is being fooled. 

Elements of a Coffee Service. In-

continued on page 7 



Lily ToMlin Wow� Them in Nashville 
. s trate �nd emphasize Toml in ' s  s at­

iric�! s t atement ! .  
·- -Many Lesb ians and Gay men in the 
audience of �ppearing Nightlg that 
evening cer tainly felt  a kinship to 
Lily Toml in,  who , in Act One , de­
c lared , "When I was young my mother 
told me s ome things that weren ' t  true 
She said that only tramps. get their 
ears pierced,  (Al though this audience 
might be the except ion ! )  She ·to l d  me 
that , I f  the peop le in �ashington 

by Jeff Thompson 
Fresh on the heels of the fabu­

lously succe s s fu l  April 2 Coalition 
fund-raiser at Nashvil le ' s  Tenne s s ee 
Performing Art s  Center , the city ' s  
Gay community en mas s e  once again 
f i l led the TPAC ' s  James K. Polk 
Theatre---- this t ime to s ee comedi­
enne Lily Toml in ' s  brill iant one­
woman show , APPEARING NIGHTLY . 

The gifted entertainer ( l a s t  in 
Nashv i l l e  in 1 9 7 5  to f ilm her Oscar 
nominated role in the movie NASHVILLE) 
is known for her hilarious ---and 
often poignant---transformations into 
Erne s t ine , overbearing telephone op­
erator ; Edith Ann , five-year-old d is­
p�nser of "mouths-of-babes "  wisdom 
from her rocking-chair perch ; Bobbi 
Jeanine , "organist extraordinaire" 
and self-appointed counselor ; and 
housewife Mrs . Judith Beas ley , spokes­
woman for pub l i c-service plat itudes 
on good consumerism. On Tuesday eve­
ning , May 1 7 , Lily Toml in treated her 
audience to all of these characters 
and more--- invoking them not through 
costumes , props , and sets ( as you 
have s een her do on TV ' s  "Laugh-In" 
and "Saturday Night Live" ) ,  but 
through mas t erful use and control of 
her body , face , and voice . 

Tomlin performed bot� acts of 
APPEARING NIGHTLY wearing b lack 
tuxedo pants and a b lack blouse with 
magenta and gray s tripe s . Her s t age 
cons i sted of a t a l l  s tool , a short 
stool , a sma l l  b lack crate , and 
imag ination ! Through her changeab le 
stance , wal k ,  mannerisms , facial 
contortions , and vocal techniques ( as 
we l l · as excellent lighting effect s ) , 
Lily took us to a street corner with 
harried Tess , the s l ightly unbalanced 
"bag l ady ," and to the phone company 
with Erne s t ine . She took us to her 
home in Detro i t , where she ( as a 7-· 
year-old) suffered her f irst crush--­
on her s chool teacher , Mis s Margaret 
Anne Sweeney ( "she looked l ike 

Loretta Young" ) ;  and where she ( as a 
teenager) was driven to dis tract ion 

by her parent s '  mindless ·table con­
ve·rsat ion ( "Please s top talking about 
that cake ! " ) . The audience went with 
Lily to a ( s traight)  s ingles ' bar , 
where Rick (her male persona) tried 
to drink , dance , and trick away the 
pain of h is wi fe ' s  affair with a col­
lege man and her sudden departure 
with the man and Rick ' s  young : son 
( " I  hope he don ' t cal l  that guy 
Daddy" ) .  We j ourneyed with Tomlin ' s  
Glenna from the early s ixties to the 
1980 ' s ,  as the impress ionab le · young 

woman experienced Beat lemania , anti­
war protests , the drug culture , · the 
loss of a parent , psychoanalysis , 
natural / childbirth , and ultimately , 

an Estab l ishment marriage-and- fami ly 
situation , 

The�e ,  along with her show-s topping 
one- 1 4ners (Whenever I see a YIELD 
s ign I feel sexually threatened" ) ,  
were Lily Toml in ' s  fine s t  moments . 
She especia l ly shone in her consum­
mate portrayal of the frantic Tes s ,  
the ramb l ing ,  confused vagabond , who , 

· between s tays in the mental ward , · 
tries tq convince the people around 
her _ that she has had a close en­
counter with a UFO t " "l  got evidence ! " )  
L i ly ' s  Appearing Nigbtlg performance­
even handled thoughtfu l ly and res-

Lesbian Love Story 
Curious Wine by Katherine W .  For­

rest is a beau t i fu l ly written , erotic 
novel . The sett ing is a quaint cabin 
in Lake Taho where Lane , D iana , Liz , 
Vivian , Chri s ,  M i l l ie , & Madge go for 
a skiing vacat ion . This is a bas ic­
a l ly s traight group of women with 
Lane Christian , a l awyer , and Diana 
Hol land , a personnel represent ative 
be ing the main characters . 

This novel is not for the polit ic­
ally correc t ,  as there are no pol i­
t ics in the book . It is instead a 
wonderful love story where two 
"bas ically straight" women pass ion­
ately discover each other in the 
cabin ' s loft . 

I f  there is any f l aw in this novel , 
it is in the phys ical per fect ion of 
the characters , their possess ions and 

&.therine 
"Curious 
Corinne. 

Forrester, author of 
Jline"-photo by Tee A.-

"JntereSting"
wntinued from page 6 

terest ing t i t le . That is a good thing 
because it is an interes t ing book . 
Elements is a col lection of short 
pieces about , we ll , a lot of ideas . 
The t i t l es of each . piece tell  what ' s  
going to happen , but not usual ly . 
Robert Gluck constantly goes off on 
tangents which frequently led me to 
bel ieve that he wrote each piece off 
the top of his head . Not true , though 
if one can bel ieve one piece about 
the construct ion of Elements .  This 
book is supposedly wel l-constructed 
down to the very word . 

For a l l  the work Gltlck did for this 
· book , it didn ' t  work . As I have said 

before , Elements never gets above the 
" intere s t ing" status . Pos s ibly a good 

cof fee table book , or something to 
flip through , but no deep , startl ing 

.meanings in this book . 
I was disappointed at first with 

Elements , but it ' s  creeping up on me . 

I do enjoy the low-lying humor and 
the s tories that don ' t  really go any­
where , yet they do . It is quiet and 
relaxing to the harried souls o f  to­
day . Elements of a Coffee service is 
a refreshing , relaxing and disap­
point ing ( al l  in one ! ) small book. 

El�ments of a Coffee Service by 
Robert Gluck is $ 5 . 95 and Three Plays 

For A Gay Theatre is $ 6 . 9 5 .  Both 
books are available from Subco , Box 
10233 , Eugene , OR 9 7440 . 

sponsibly the d i ff i cult subjects ·o f  
quadroplegi a ,  death , and mental ill­
ness . . • .  and she did it all with vir­
tually no profanity . 'Toml in ' s  own 
Tasteful Lady (one o f  the few char­
acters who did not appear) would have 
been proud. (The s ingle drawback to 
the forty- four-year-old entertainer ' s  
entire program was her S is ter Boogie 
Woman routine , which I found to be 
repe t i t ive , irritat ing , and point­
less . )  

On the night o f  Tuesday , May 1 7 ,  · 
Nashvil le ' s  Gay community turned out 
to show i t s  support for the woman who 
has been cal led this generation ' s  
Mark Twain or Will Rogers . Nash­
ville ' s  Warehouse 28 , Incorporated , 
had sold a block of 109 plum , front­
and-center seats to the Polk Theatre 
event-�-and , because of excessive 
publicity within the community , it 
was e s t imated that an addit ional 
two hundred Lesb ians and Gay men· 
attended that particular performance .  
Therefore , approximately 30% o f  the 
1000-seat Polk. Theatre ' s  Tuesday­
night s e l l-out audience was Gay ! 
L i ly was aware of the fa2f and di­
rected a couple of good-nature d ,  ad­
libbed asides to the enthusi as t i c  
group b lock- seated near the s t age . 

Furthermore ,  at one point , Lily be­
gan her "Glenna : A Chil d  of the Six­
ties" routine (which can be heard on 
her Aris t a  Records release , "On 
Stage" ) with the remark , "The 1950-' s 
was the mos t  sexua l ly frustrated de­
cade ever--- ten years of foreplay . 
And , of course , no o/!e was Gay---" 

At that , the auditoriumn resounded for 
twenty seconds with wave after glee­
ful wave of cheer s , whis t les , and 
happy applause !  When order f inal ly 
was · res tored , Lily adde d ,  "---only 
shy ! "  

I later learned that "only shy" i s  
the l ine which she regularly says--­

. but the conspic uous ovation delivered 
by that anything-BUT-shy segment of . 
the Tuesday audience served to demon-

surroundings , making it much 
feet to be true , There are , 
several realistic probl ems 
faced by Lane and Diana . 

too per­
however , 
that are 

With Curious Wine, Katherine 
rest has done for Lesbians what 

For­
D . H .  

Lawrence did for heterosexuals . She 
created a beautifully wr itten in­
tensely romantic fantasy . This novel 
is great for escape and difficult to 
put down until you have f inished · i� , 
and "ne you will want to read for de­
tai l .  

This book i s  available in 
at Encore Gift Shop . Once 
owe a debt - of gratitude 
Pres s  for a marvelous book 

. mer reading . 

Memphis 
again we 

to Naiad 
for sum-

didn ' t  know what they were do4ng , 
they wouldn ' t  be ther e .  My mother 
also told me , 'Whatever makes you 
happy , makes me happy ! ' "  (To the de-

, l ight of Nashvil le ' s  Gay community , 
Lily Tomlin and ber entourage vis ited 
The Cabaret on Tuesday night , May 1 7 ;  
and The Warehouse 28,  Incorporated , 
on Saturday night , May 2 1 . )  

Greensong 
Foliage 

722 South Highland 

PLANTS-PLANTS-PLANTS 

-, -1. "grow your own .. .  supp tes 

Foliage plants 
Ha-nging baskets 

Pots and soil 

Professionai advice 

all stock is 
GREENHOUSE GROWN 

Mon.-Sa t. 10-5 

· ·' 

Raleigh SpringS_ 
Bath House 

$4.00 pei- penon 1/2 hour 
.., .OO per penon 1 hour Minimum 2 P.opk 

Private BU1te1, each with 
· ita own 'Daera]ieutic Whirlpool, 

9aower. L(Ju'f6e aful. Dreainl Room 

· Suite• .AvailGbie (or 2 to- 1 Adult• 

Open -7 Dayi (I Week Til 2:00 a.m. 
·· 

--· . :,4��8----Raleigh LaGrange Ro.-1 
··. ' :  : ,. 377-0971 
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Explosive Blood Issue Stirs 
Controversy at Denver Health 

by Phil Nash In a workshop on AIDS and pub l i c  
DENVER- One o f  the most controver- pol i cy , a set of guidel ines was de­

s ia l  subj ects covered at the F if th veloped around the explosive is" sue of 
Lesbian and Cay Health Conference in b lood donat ion . Another stronger 
Denver June 9- 1 2  was b lood donor pol- s tatement was issued by a workship on 
icy. Dr . Jay Menitove outl ined epi- AIDS po l i tical s t rategy . The pub l i c  
demiological s tudies po inting to the pol icy guidel ines acknowledged the 
transmissab i l ity of AIDS through p:obab ility that AIDS can be trans­
b lood products . Mentove s aid t that m1t ted through b lood and cal led for 
the f irst case of pneumosr.s t i s  pub l i c  educat ion to encourage volun­
carinir-plieumonia�PCP), an AIDS �e- - tary s e l f-s creening among high risk 
lated disease ever reported in a he- persons whi l e  working to protect do­
mophi l ia c  was pub lished last summer . nor conf iden t ia l i ty and the pol i t ical Hemophi liacs , whose b l ood doesn ' t  and social e f fect of screening meth-clot norma l ly ,  frequently use a blood d 
derived compound known as factor 8 to 

0 8 on donor groups who are thought 
enhance their abi l i ty to stop danger- to be at high risk for AIDS . They 
ous b leeding . Factor 8 is synthes ized also called for funding to f ind, sur­
f rom pooled b lood product s ,  mos t o f  rogate markers for AIDS in order t o  
which a r e  obt ained from paid donors . s creen b lood effectively and rapidly 
Menitove explained that another· safer implement these methods when they be­
c lo t t ing agent is avai lable to hemo- come availab l e . In addi t ion , the 
phi l iacs , but it i s  much less conven- group cal led upon local governmental ient to use . 

In December , it was reported that a 
two-year-o l d  chi l d  in San Francisco 
had been diagnosed with AIDS after 
receiving a transfus ion of b l ood from 
a seemingly heal thy donor who later 
came down witb AIDS and died . Four­
teen other cases of AIDS resul ting 
from b lood transfus ion are under in­
ves t igat ion , according to Menitove , 
however , only the f irst incident 
c i ted is a proven l ink between a do­
nor with AIDS and a pat ient subse­
quent ly gett ing the syndrome . 
Menitove said that the risks o f  
getting AIDS through contaminated 
b lood suppl ies is minimal . O f  10 mi l­
l ion b lood transfus ions g iven in the 
l a s t  three years , only one case o f  
AIDS is definitely l inked t o  donor 
b lood , and if one considers a l l  the 
cases under inve s t igat ion , Menitove 
said,  the chances of gett ing AIDS by 
a trans fusion are only one in a mil­
l ion . 

Menitove warned that in the next 
few month s ,  b lood banker � wi l l  con­
front a phenonenon know as '' "donor­
directed" transfus ions , in which per­
sons anti c ipat ing b lood needs will  
speci fy relatives and friends to do­
nate b lood for them , with the resul t  
o f  creat ing two c lasses of b lood , 
Menitove s a id the b lood industry i s  
fundament a l ly opposed to such a move­
ment , but may be under pressure to 

implement such programs . To reduce 
risk, a l l  agencies and commercial 
b lood banking centers subscrib ing to 
the American Associat ion of Blood 
Banks dis tribute an informat ional 
brochure to prospec t ive donors point­
ing out the risks and the symptoms o f  
AIDS . They reques t  that anyone who 

!has any o�the-Tndicat ions not donate 
b lood . 

bodies· to insure they consider · the 
e f fects of their pol i c ies . 

The b lood po l icy sub-committee of 
the pol itical strategy workshop en­
dorsed the Nat ional Cay Task Force 
s tate�nt on b lood donor pol icy 
issued in -J anuary which insists that 
the government and blood agencies not 
implement any pol icy that is "a po l i­
tical solution to a medical prob lem . "  

The sub-committee also emphas ized 
that the current scient i f ic data does 
not conclusively show a relat ionship 
between AIDS and blood donat ion. The 
group also s tated that any indirect 
quest ioning about sexual ac tivity are 
" th inly disguised" quest ions about 
sexual orientation and are ineffec­
t ive . Stating that the "Quarant ine" 
of blood from Cays "is an ominous 
f irst s tep towards further social , 
po l it i cal , economic and even phys ical 
quarant ine , "  the sub-committee said 
that the result ing st igmatization may 
permit "racist and homophobic forces 
to accompl ish in the name of "sc ience" 
what they have . . .  been unab le to ful ly 
accompl ish pol i tically . "  

Guide l ines for voluntary eiclu's ion 
of blood donation were offered by 
several groups . Highl ights of the 
guide l ines follow :  
--don ' t  give b lood i f  you have AIDS 
or if you have had sex with someone 
diagnosed with AIDS in the las t two 
years ; 
--don ' t  g ive blood if you have taken 
non-medic a l ly supervised drug inj ec-
t ions . 
--don ' t  donate b lood if you have AIDS 
symptoms , which may include swo l len 
glands , purpl ish blotche s on the 
body , rapid and unexplained weight 
los s ,  pers istent night sweat s ,  per­
s istent fever , diarrhea for more than 
three days ' 

photo by John Schoenwalter 

Person s  with AIDS: Refusing to be vict ims. 
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Conference 
--don ' t  give b lood i f  your sexual 
a c t ivity puts you in a h igh risk 
category for AIDS . Having more t than • 
one partner is thought to increase 
risk, and if you are monogamous with 
a partner who is not , your r isk may 
also be increased ; 

--do g ive b lood i f  you are not at 
high risk or have no reason to be­
l i eve you or your partners are un­
heal thy . 

--don ' t  g ive b lood if your partners 
have been sexual ly active in cities 
with many AIDS cases , such as New 
York , San Francisco , Los Angeles , 
Houston , Miami and others . 

A s t atement on blood guidel ines 
from the Cay and Lesbian Health 
A l l iance of Denver suggests the f inal 
test in assess ing one ' s  ab il ity to 
donate b lood with a clear consc ience : 
"Would you feel comfortable g iving _ 
your blood to your best friends ? "  

> , 

f 
. { ( 
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CDC's Curran: "AIDS i s  a medical i ssue first, a political issue second:' 

OLD HASH 
IS STILL SMOKIN' 

See the complete video-tape replay of the most suc­
cessful fundraising event in years! 

Cast and crew of show admitted free. 
All others: S 2 dona ton to the AIDS fund. 

Paris Adult Theatre 
2 4J 2 Summer Ave. 

Monday, July 2 S 7 PM 
This is only the beginning • • •  the funllraising 
won't stop until a eure is founlll 

M G C  A U G U S T  
P R O GRAM MEETING 

Dr. Linda Pifer, Ph.D. 
AIDS Researcher 

. August 15, 7:30 p.m.  
Public Library (Peabody & McLean) 

Meeting Room 8 
Presented by the �emphis Gay Coalition 



Positive Policy Guides Will · · 

Compete Against Homophobia 

by Phil Nash and Bill Britt 

In an e f fort to address widespread 
concern over acquired immune de f i­
ciency syndrome , , or AIDS , pol icy 
guidelines for heal th care fac il i t ies 
will  inevitab ly compete against wide­
spread homophob i c  react ion . This 
assessment is that of Virg inia Apuzzo 
Executive D irector of the National 
Gay Task Force.  Apuz�o spent more 
than four hours helping ' Gay and Les­
bian health care providers develop 
pub l i c  policy guidel ines at the 
Second National Forum on AIDS in 
Denver June 9 .  The two day forum was 
part of the F if th Lesbia� and Gay 
Health Conference ent itled "Health 
Pioneering in the 80 ' s" which took 
p l ace June 9 through 1 2 .  

" I t ' s  particularly hard for Lesbian 
and Gay men to consider the que s tion 
of pub l ic pol icy , "  Apuzzo said , "When 
we have systemat ically been e l imi­
nated from any discuss ion of pub l i c  
policy , especially a s  i t  relates t o  
our l ives . "  S t i l l , s aid Apuzzo , 
whi l e  Lesb ians and Gays are generally 
excluded f rom the country ' s  po l itical 
proces s ,  she ins i s ts the Gay com­
munity will  not " s tand in the corner 
and whine about it and walk away . "  

Apuzzo j oined Pat Nornal , Coordina­
tor of the Lesbian and Gay Health 
Care Services in San Francisco ' s 
hea lth department , and other health 
profess ionals to formulate recom­
mendat ions for pub l i c  po l i cy on AIDS 
issues . The pol icy s tatements are in­
tended to s erve as guidelines for 
hospitals , c l inics , and organizat ions 
serving Gay men and Lesb ians . 

AIDS is a disease for which the 
cause and cure are not yet known . 
Persons diagnosed with AIDS are 
susceptib l e  to infect ions and dis­
eases that would otherwise be fought 
o f f  by the natural immune responses 
of the body . Kapos i ' s  sarcoma , a 
previou s ly rare skin cancer , and 
pneumocy stis  carinii pneumonia are 
the two most common diseases re­
ported among AIDS patient s , al though 
a l i s t  of about a dozen other oppor­
tuni s t i c  infect ions have been as soc i� 
ated with the syndrome . . Gay men ac­
count for about three- fourth's , of the 
nearly 1 , 700 diagnoses in the last 
three years ,. most of thos e being in 
New York City , San Franc isco , and 
several other large urban areas . 
Other h igh r isk groups for AIDS are 
Hai t ian immigrants , intravenous drug 
users and hemoph i l iacs . Few diagnosed 
AIDS pat ient s have l ived more than 
three years from the t ime they were 
diagnosed . 

In addit ion to recommending various 
po l icy guidel ines , the groups ' s tated 
obj ec t ive was to help hospit als , 
health c l inics , and the general pub­
l ic understand medical and ethical 
impl i cat ions of researching and 
medical ly treat ing Gay men as a c las s .  

A s  the group discussed the ob­
s t acles of homophobi a ,  it was con­
fronted with an incident which was , 
according to one participant , " a  
per fect example of our problem . "  I t  
occurred when the ir meeting was in­
terrupted by Paul Parosk i ,  Pres ident 
of the Nat ional Gay Hea l th Educat ion 
Foundat ion , one - of the conference ' s  
sponsoring groups . Paroski informed 
the group that the manager of the 
Executive Tower Inn , the hos t  hote l , 
did not want to display the words 
"Gay" , "Lesbian" , or "AIDS" on the 
lobby announcement board . The not i ce 
carried only the program ' s  subtit l e ,  
"Hea lth Pioneering in the 80 ' s" ,  and 
Paroski asked the group what , if any­
thing , it wished to do about the 
s i tuation .  Some members wanted to 
change hote l s , but Paroski pointed 
out that the National Conference of 
Mayors was also meeting in Denver and 
accomodations elsewhere were scare . 

After meet ings with Paroski and · 
others , the hotel conceded a "mis­
understanding" and permitted the s ign 
to be changed to carry the full name 
of the conference . However , many 
conference participants had already 
s tarted boycott ing hotel services by 
taking their lunch breaks out side the 
f ac i l ity rather than patronize the 
hotel ' s  res tauran t .  The manager ' s ' 
concession cam� after a virtual ly 
unanimous vote co f  the approximately 
300 delegates to boycott bon-contrac­
ted hote l  services if the management 
pers i sted in denying the group vis­
ibil ity for its activit ies . · 

Paroski later said that the hotel 
manager has "no understanding of AIDS 
whatsoever" and was concerned about 
the react ion of hotel guests  to the 
announcement boar d .  Paroski said he 
assured the manager that , whi l e  sev­
eral people with AIDS were. at,tending 
the meetings , he pointed out the l ack 
of evidence to sugge s t  AIDS can be 
transmitted through casual contact . 

According to Apuzz o ,  the combina­
t ion of homophobia , pol it ics , and 
heal th care present s tremendo�s prob­
l ems for Gay people seeking help in 
the form of federal as s is t ance . "The 
pol itical equation regarding AIDS i s  
ruthless ly s imp le , "  she explained . 
"AIDS requires research , research 
requires money • • •  money al located by 
Congress ,  and Congress has to be 
assessed in terms of how it perceives 
us . "  His torical ly, the relationship 
between the nation ' s  l awmakers and 
i t s  Gay community has often been ad­
verse , Apuzzo says . "We l ive in a 
society in which Congres s is reluc­
tant to acknowledge our civil rights ,  
the fed�ra l government won ' t  let us 
into the country , we have to f ight to 
rais e  our own children , we have to 
fight to teach other people ' s  chi l­
dren , we ' re not even al lowed to f ight 
in their army . . • " 

In the ir e fforts to provide ser­
vices for persons with AIDS , as wel l  
·as secure funding for various re­
search proj ects , sevePal people at­
tending the forum said the "enemy" is 
not so much the gov-ernment as it is 
prej udice . Six forum members identi-· 
f ied themselves as peop le with AIDS , 
and all  of them talked about what 
they perceived to be a need for 
hea l th care s ervices that accept all  
persons . One man said he l ives in a 
sma l l  town near Minneapo l i s , " 
where there aren ' t  many AIDS pat ients 
yet . "  He s aid blood centers. there are 
asking potent ial donors about the ir 
sexual preferences and then sending 
the informat ion on to other centers 
that handle blood or blood produc t s .  
Rather than ask potent ial donors i f  
they are Gay , the Pub l i c  Health Ser­
vice recommended last March that in­
dividuals who may be at increased 
risk for AIDS volunt arily abs tain 
from giving b lood . Many b lood centers 
now distribute l i terature which l i s t s  
all  of the AIDS risk groups , and the 
reported number of centers that di­
rec t ly question a person ' s  s exual 
preference has decreased , 

Many forum part icipant s left with 
unanswered ques t ions : How serious is 
the AIDS epidemic in . the nat ion ' s 
Prisons ? Why have no cases been re­
ported among m i l itary person�el? 

Despite the unsolved puzzels sur­
rounding the mys t erious c di s eas e ,  
Naroman says the forum managed t o  gen­
erate more pos � ive than negative 
feedback from participants 

Fol lowing are 'some of the recom­
mendations of the meeting : 
--- condemnat ion . of "bus iness-as-

usual: approach to AIDS attribut­
ab le to either homophob ia or in­

competence ; 
---cal l ing for pub l ic opennes s  about 

research projec t s ; 
---greater invo lvement of res earchers 
famil i ar with Gay Cu l ture ; 

---col laborat ion with ." Haitians and 
other high r isk groups ; 

---an aff irmat ion of the rights of Gay 
c l ients to treatment with dignity 
and respec t ,  including total con­
f ident ial ity and the right to be 
referred to appropriate sources 

when other criteria are not me t ;  
---that people with AIDS should be 

inc luded in a l l  pol icy-making 
bodies regarding AIDS; 

---that increased health concerns 
brought on by the AIDS outbreak be 
directed also at other Gay and 
Lesbian heal th concerns such as 
alcohol i sm ,  drug abuse , and sex-

ual ly transmitted d iseases ; 
---that homophobia , inc luding in­

ternal ized homophob ia is a major 
threat to the heal th of Gay men 
and Lesb ians . 

A copy of the complete guidel ines 
from the AIDS forum can be obtained 
by sending $ 3 . 00 to Ron Vachon , Di­
rector , Nat ional AIDS Federat ion Re­
source Informat ion Proj ec t ,  P . O .  Box 
784 , Times Square Stat ion , New York 
NY 1 0036 . .  

National Aids 
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NGTF's Apuzzo: 
neglect...ought to 

- "the streets:• 

" I nstitutional 

put us . back in 

Federation Formed 
by Phil Nash 

Thirty-e ight separate organizations 
j o ined together at the Fifth Nat ional 
Lesbian and Gay Health Conference in 
Denver to form a federat ion of AIDE 
groups . The two top priori t ies of the 
new group are to es tabl ish a lobbyinr 
project and to develop a resource and 
informat ion network , according to the 
founding guidelines developed at the 
conference . 

With a goal of rais ing $ 200 , 000 
nat ional ly , and making half that a­
mount available within the first 
thirty days of the federat ion , plans 
ca l l  for o f f ices to be es t ab l i shed in 
Washington , D . C .  Ron Vachon , Execu­
t ive Director of the National Gay 
Health Educat ion Foundat ion has been 
se lected interim director of the re­
source and informat ion proj ect , to be 
temporari ly headquartered in the 
off ices of NGHEF in New York Ci ty . 
New York ' s Gay Men ' s  Health Crisis 
was chosen to be the federation ' s  
temporary treasurer and w i l l  provide 
volunteers to as s i s t  in the resource 
proj ect . 

The organizat ion is an outgrowth of 
a workshop on ne tworking at the Sec­
ond AIDS Forum , part of "Health Pio­
neering in the 80s , "  the Fifth Les­
bian and Gay Health Conference held 
in Denver June 9 through 1 2 .  The fed­
erat ion is d irected by a s teering 
committee with representat ives from 
New York , San Franc isco , Hous ton , 
At lanta , Denver ,  Los Angeles , and 
Ph i ladelphia .  There are also members 
from the NGHEF , American Association 
of Physicians for Human Rights , Na­
t ional Gay Task Force , and the newly­
formed Women' s AIDS also s erve on the 
s t eering committee . 

The federat ion was founded , in part 
to better share informat ion , avo id 
dupl icat ive efforts and to unify ef­
for ts at carry ing out act ions through 
out the country . The Interim Steering 
Committee of the Lobby ing Proj ect 
wi l l  choose a select ion commit tee to 
hire a lobbyist who w i l l  select a 
s taff of three other persons , in­
cluding a media coordinator , ac­
cording to current plans . 

The permanent s teer ing committee 
p lans to meet in New York City in mid 
Augus t .  

Quote of the Month 

"But AIDS is really neither a moral nor a political problem. It is 
a medical one. Those in pain and those dying are not only 
homosexuals or bisexuals, but people. And there is no more 
justice in their plight than there is in a teenager's unwanted 
pregnancy or a smoker's cancer death-or, for that matter, the 
battlefield death of someone who chose to be a soldier. 

"Neither the threat nor the existence of AIDS exonerates what 
amounts to nothing less than fag baiting or justifies a moral con­
demnation of the entire homosexual community. It is a tragedy 
enough that it is killing people. It would be a greater tragedy if, 
under the guise of a medical emergency, it killed tolerence as 
well:' 

-Richard Cohen commenting on AIDS in an op-ed column in 
the Washington Post, June 1 6, 1 983. 
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Newa, lnforwn.tlon, Coming •v�nta. .. 
Gay Hotel Directory Available 

Reservat ions Wor l d ' s  t enth Hot e l  
Directory is avai l ab l e  f r ee f o r  the 
asking. Th is handy re ference guide 
l i s t s  56 hot e l s  that par t icipate with 
Reservat ions Wor l d  to provide a free 
reservat ions service for the Gay and 
Lesbian trav e l l ing pub l i c .  Every 
hot e l  l is t e d  in the brochure has been 
inspected so that the Reservat ions 
Worl d  s ta f f  can answer a l l  your ques­
t ions. Cost saving packages are of­
fered to mos t des t inat ions. 

For further informa t ion and a free 
copy of the summer ' 83 hot e l  direc­
tory c a l l  or write Reservat ions World 
at 2118 Avenue X, Brooklyn , � , 11235. 
800- 221- 6 5 74 Tol l  Free or New York 
S t a t e  212-934-1700. 

New M inority 
Guide Announced 

:_'ulor ft.:1 r , •t•pl e and l lJ c,,s , a Gay 
.J , , Le s b i a n  g u i de· t <l n:.ll· · ·  t h ;:�n 1 , 000  
�l i no r i t y  g r0up� . b n r s , 1n� � a z ines and 
o t he r resour c e s . h as j us t  �een pub­
l i s hed bv The Qua r t e r lv P r P s s  in San 
F r n n c i s c� . " �hls l p e o p l � don ' t rea l i ze 
i t , b u t  t h � re ' s  3 w h o l e  wor l d  o f  in­
t e r r n c i a l  nnd  Th i rd Wor l d  s o c i a l  
g r o u p s  a n d  c l u b s  t h �  Gay/Lesbian 
ma i n s t r e om knm"s n o t h i n g  nbout , "  the 
gu i de ' s  a u t ho r , M i ch a e l J .  Sm{th ex­
p l a ined . I nc luded i s i n forma t ion a­
b o u t  s uch g r o ups ns B l ;:�c k  nnd Wh i t e  
M n Tuge t h e r ,  S 3 l s a  S o u l S i s t ers , the 
A s s o c i n t J u n ol Le sb i an & Cnv As i ans , 
G;:�y a n d  L e s b i .1 n  Lat  i "''s / l 'n i d<JS . The 
N n t i una l C o a l i t i on 01 B l a c k  G ays--as 
we I I  a s  t h e  many ba,-s nnd private 
c l uo s  w h c r P  m i n<>r i t y  peo p l e  s oc i al­
i ze .  

,\ s pec i a l  I ,  :. t un· , , [  t h "' heavi ly­
a n no t a t ed gu i J� is an extens ive h i s ­
tor i ca l  s e c t i �n d is c uss ing groups and 
b a r s u f the pns t ,  s ud� as Joe ' s  De­
lux� . a B l a c k  showbar in Ch i c ago dur­
ing the 1 9 4 0 ' s ;  W a l ly Hodgers , an i n­
t e rracial b a r  i n  At lanta popu lar dur­
ing the e a r l y  1960 ' s ;  Haze l Va l en­
t ine ' s ,  a bu f f e t  f l a t in Har lem dur­
ing the 1 9 20 ' s ;  and t he Rounde rs , a 
B l ack men ' s  and women ' s  s o c i a l  group 
in Was h i n� L on , PC C 3  1 9 6 5-1975 . 

The g u i de , S l t i . t :. i c  ove rseas ) ,  i s  
ava i l ab l e  d i r� � t i y  1 1  T h e  Quarterly 
Pres s ,  279 C < t l l i ngwo, . . · . F . , CA 94114 

Gay Olympics '84 Housing 

In ant i c ipat ion o f  the thousnads o f  
Gay and Lesbian t r avelers during the 
summer of ' 84 ,  Olympic Gay Housing 
has launched a campaign t o  r o l l  out 
the Gay wel come mat. The organi z a t ion 
has arranged for hundreds of res ident 
L . A. Gays and Lesbians t o  rent their 
houses , condos ; and apartmen t s  t o  Gay 
vis i tors. "The O lymp i c s  w i l l  be spec­
t a cular , "  s ays O.G . H .  co- d irector , 
Jeanne Cordova , "we want to add that 
special Gay Amb iance . "  

Olympic Gay Hous ing , which i s  a d i­
v i s ion fo Gay Los Ange l e s  Ho spital ity 
' 84, has accomodat ions ranging from 
luxury beach front homes and man s ions 
comp l e t e  with ameni t ies such as maid 
s ervice and chauffeur , t o  modest 
apartments .  Hos t s  are a l s o  of fer ing 
privat e  rooms in thei r  house s , condos 
or apartmen t s. O . G . H .  is geared to 
accomodate v 1 s1tors within a wide 
range o f  budge t s .  

Gay Los Angeles Hos p i t a l ity ' 84 
w i l l  a l s o  pub l ish The Olympic Guice 
to Gay LA debu t i ng in the l a t e  spr ing 

J.Jf • 
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o f  ' 84 .  The guide wi l l  h igh l igh t Gay 
res tauran t s , c lubs , serv ices , theatre 
and transpor t a t ion and mos t  impor­
tant ly , the b iggest and hot te s t  par­
t ies and entertainment in town. 

The O lympics are coming- i f  you are­
Olympic Gay· Housing inv it e s  you to 
c a l l  or write for further informa­
t ion : O lymp ic Gay Hou s i ng , 1314 S .  
Tremaine Ave ,  Los Ange les , CA , 90019 , 
213-938- 1984 . 

Mr. Drummer 1983 
Blond , 6 ' 4" , 26-year- o l d  ex-Navy 

man John Garger walked away with the 
1983 Mr Drummer t i t l e  a t  the l argest 
leather event in ·S an Franc i s co ' s  h i s­
tory on June 24th . Already the winner 
of the Mr Eastv Coast Orummer 1983 
t i t l e , John competed with n ine o ther 
regional t i t le holders for the �ovet­
ed Mr Drummer t i t l e .  A res ident of 
the nation ' s  capitol , John Garger be­
gan his cross country trek by leading 
six semi- fina l is t s  in the f ir s t  round 
of e l iminat ions for the mr Eas t Coast 
Drummer con t e s t .  S e l e c t e d  at the ear­
l ie s t  Mr Drummer event , h e l d  at The 
Exile in Washington-John went on to 
cop top honors in Phi l ad e l phia , where 
he won the big one . In San Franc isco , 
he had to win a majority of the audi­
ence vote as w e l l  as the maj ority of 
Drummer ' s  pane l of j udges . 

The ext raor d inarily handsome , warm-

hearted Garger , who pul l ed a seven­
year Navy s t in t , won immediate re­
spe c t  from h i s  co- con t e s t ants as we l l  
as the Drummer s t a f f . With a Nurs ing 
degree from Boston Univer s i t y , the 
1983 Mr Drummer i s  current ly s tudying 
commun i c a t ion methods for the hearing 
impai red , as · we l l  as pul l ing f u l l  
t ime s h i f t s  a t  The D.C . Eag l e  (where 
cus t ome r s  have known he was number 
one for a long t ime ) .  

Des igned t o  emphasize men and 
leather , the 1983 Mr Drummer Contest 
tokk a much d i f fe rent path than has 
been use� in other l eather events. in 
the country . Contes t coordinator John 
W. Rowb e r ry said , "We wanted everyone 
who came to this cont e s t  to be there 
because it was a night for Leathermen 
so we passed on the more tradi t ional 
devi ces l ike d i s co s t ars and unrelat­
ed persona l i t i e s . We wanted to int en­
s i fy the relat ions h i p  b e tween the 
aud i ence and the ten con t e s t an t s . "  

Compl e t e  coverage o f  the con t e s t  as 
we l l  a s  spe c i a l  phot ospreads of the 
winners w i l l  appear in Drummer # 66 , 
the J u ly 1983 issue . 

It's Miller Time 
A cooperat ive e f fort by two o f f i­

cers of the Nat ional Associat ion o f  
Bus ines s Coun c i l s  h a s  resul t ed i n  the 
adop t ion o f  a pol icy of non d i s c r imi­
nat ion on the b a s i s  of sexual o r ien­
t a t ion by the M i l l er Brewing Company , 
M i lwauke e .  

De s p i t e  the pass age of the nation ' s  
f ir s t  s t atewide Gay r igh t s  l aw in 
W i s consin earlier in 1982 , M i l ler 
management at that t ime ind icated 
that they did not see a need for a 
change 1n po1 1cy. However , di scus-
s ions over a per iod of more than a 
year between M i l l er Brewing execu­
t ives and Ralph Navarro , Secretary, 
and Arthur Lazere , now NABC Past 
President , l e d  t o  the adop t ion o f  the 
new po l icy by M i l l e r .  

M i l l e r  has adopted the pol icy com­
panyw ide wh ich includes many loca­
t ions outs ide of Wiscon s i n . There is 
a real possib i l ity that the adopt ion 
of the pol icy by M i l l e r  w i l l  have a 
pos i t ive influence on i t s  parent com­
pany , Phi l l ip Morris . M i l ler is a l s o  
plann ing to inc ludE G a y  sens i t ivity 
mat e r i a l s  in company tra ining pro­
grams . 

Roger Green & Bill Johnson 

- invite you to attend a celebra­
tion in honor of their commit­
ment to each other. Saturday. 
September 1 0, 1 983,  4 P. M. 
981 Meda Street (backyard). 

Memphis 

Casual or costume drag 
Free cake· & homemade ice cream 

Bring your own champagne 

(No gifts please) 



Box 3038_ 
But after al l ,  a l l  social conven­

t ions are arb i t rary . I admire anyone 
who has the courage to be h im,or her­
s e l f , even when it means going a­
gains t convent ion , as long as it  

Letters to the edl�r should be a lhort as does n '  t hurt anybody . 
�lble an(l muat be algned. l\lamet Will be True , "ne l l ie queen s "  probably are 
wtthheld by requeat but anonymous lettera will the mos t  v i s ib l e  Gays to the general 
. not be printed. "Box 3038" Ia a lettera to the pub l i c . But if mos t p�ople think a l l  

.edltor column and la a publlc forum forreaders homo s exua l s  a r e  nel he , t h e  fault 

to 'expreu their oplnlona. Gaze takea no does not l �e with the queens . I t  

reaponalblllty fot oplt:�i?na expreaaed. Lengthy :':�ul� �e f�Her t o  b l ame the o ther 
. 

be edlted fo irementa mv1 s 1 b l e  Gay peop l e . letttn may . r apace requ 
II When my bos s ,  or my brother , or one but orj�inal meaninga will n.ot be altered. Me of my good " s t raight" fr iends make a 

l4fttera to Gaze Editor, Box 3038. Memphla;TN j oke about ne l l ie queers , what is my 
381 03- respons e ?  I f  I keep s i lent , I can 

'Nellie Queens' Defended 

This l e t t er is addre ssed to those 
who may happen to be Gay . I t  a l so 
concerns i t s e l f  with tho s e  who d i s ­
l ike "Ne l l ie Queens . "  'Mote import ant , 
it deals w i th an i s sue that is of 
great impor tance to our entire com­
uni t y .  The is sue we wish to deal 
with is  disun i ty . 

Having t aken a s traw po l l  of our 
members , it was discerned that s ixty 
percent did not c�re to be ident i f ied 
wi th the s tereotyp i c a l  "Ne l l ie Queen" 
ci ted in Mr . Gough ' s  let ter . Yet that 
g ives h im ( or -anyone e l s e )  no right 
to be l i t t le a member of our commun-
ity in such a manner . 

One must be cogni z ant of the 
that these s ame "ne l l ie queens "  
the worst b l ows from society at 
to give us the r ight to c a l l  
s e lves G a y  a n d  b e  proud of i t .  

fact 
took 

l arge 
our-

It comes as no surpr ise our com­
munity cannot present i t s e l f  to the 
pub l ic as a conundrum of types . Yes 
we do come i n  many shades . "Ne l l ie 
queens ( if you w i l l ) , men , and those 
that f a l l  s omewhere between these 
two extremes . How can one expect 
pos 1 t 1ve s t r ides when there 1s 
t roub le �n parad i s e ?  One mus t  a lways 
rea l i z e  we are members of a minor i ty .  
A minori ty which should work co­
hesively toward change . 

BW'MT/Memphi s  
Act ion Commit tee 

I don ' t  much care for e ffeminate 
men , but "ne l l i e  queens "' have as 
much right to be themse lves as do I 
or anyone e l s e .  My most format ive 
years · were s pent with 
people ; that may be why 
appe a l  to me are usua l ly 
or mas culine . 

"S traight" 
the men who 
androgynous 

only b l ame myse l f ,  and the other 
s i lent ones , for society ' s  mis con­
cept ions . 

I know I mys e l f  am in the bes t 
pos i t ion to change the a t t i tudes of 
those who ' know me . So ins tead o f  
be ing s i lent I say , "We l l , not a l l  
Gay people are l ike that . "  I play it  
by ear from there , and I refuse to 
l i e .  .. 

These people a l ready know me and 
respect me . When I . t e l l  them I ' m Gay 
it con f i rms what they ' ve a l ready • 

read but doubted : there are lots o f  
Gay people who look , act , think , and 
are j us t  " regular peop le" l ike them­
s e lves . 

Now , in Ron ' s  l e t t e r  he s a i d  that 
he ' s  prgud to ' be a ma le homos exua l ,  
so my guess is he a l ready practices 
the openne ss I advocat e .  

I n  any case , there i s  an addit ional 
bene f i t  for us othe rw i s e  " invis ible" 
Gays that comes from being open and 
unashamed about it ; it  makes it  more 
l ikely that we w i l l  f ind each other , 
out in the fresh a i r  and sunl ight . 

Al Teter 
P . O .  Box 40334 
Memph i s , Tenn . 38 174 

Discrimination Charged 

Once again, i t  has come to our 
attention through an increas ing 
stream of complaints and documenta­
tion, that the loathsome and repre­
hensible practice of racial dis crimi­
nation at our bars has again reared 
1ts ugly head . The denial of entry to 
Bl ack patrons or the requests of ex­
ces sive and ridiculous quantities of 
identification not asked o f  white pa-

trona , have become an 
common practice at two 
(one predominantly male, 
female). 

increasingly 
local bars 

the other 

It is a continuous source of amaze­
ment to us that a :ommunity which 
supports the cry , ''Gay Rights are 
Civi l Rights'; would continue to prac­
tice the same oppression and dis crim­
ination to which we , the Gay people 
of Memphis, chafe under every day. 

For those of you who either support 
these discriminatory practices or 
prefer to look the other way while 
patronizing these establishments , you 
must understand that we as Gay men 
and women cannot hope to win support 
for our cause when we practice the 
same discrimination as is practiced 
upon us . 

Whether or not some of you rea lize 
this , one o f  the foremost goals of 
the Gay Rights movement is the pas­
sage in Congress of a "Gay Rights" 
amendment to the C iv i l  R ights Act of 

1965 . This woul d  add sexual orienta­
tion to the long list ( race, relig­
ion, etc) from which dis crimination 
is banned on the national level : an 
act which would protect a l l  o f  us ! 

Are you aware that 25-30% of the 
total sponsorship for this bil l  in 
the House has so far come from a 
group making �p under 5% of the House 
membership?�Yes l The Black Caucus is 
almost 100% behind this bil l--for us , 
the Gay community .  ' Black and White 
together . How long do you suppose the 
Gay community can count on continued 
minority support for our cause when 
b latant , stupid , cal lous and pl anta­
tion-value thinking occurs in one of 
the few outlets for our brothers and 
sisters in our community. 

Think about it . There is an o l d  
saying : You can't walk forward while 
holding someone else down . 

The Members of BWMT 
Memphis. 

cdu �me memphis 
hn aav Gd, · -

M•mph;, · '"' SWitChboard 

� 726-GAYY 

The July 1 8  PROGRAM MEETING of the Memphis Gay Coali· 
tion will consist of a training session for all those who wish to 
become Switchboard Volunteers. The Memphis Gay Switch· 
board is the oldest Gay Service in Memphis and is in 
desperate need of volunteers to man the switchboard even· 
ings from 7:30·1 1:30 p.m. Volunteers should be stable, comfor· 
table with their information. One evening per month is the 
minimum committment. The training session will be held in 
Meeting Room B of the Memphis Public Library at Peabody 
and McLean, at 7:30 p.m., Monday, July 18. 

CLUB SOUTH 
HEALTH CLUB FOR MEN ONLY 

628 MADISON AVE. 
(901) 525-2582 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

lac: A member of the Club Bath Chain 
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Searching for That Spedal 
Someone A Romantic Essay 
by Jeff Thompson 

" I ' m  so set in my ways , I ' m  not 
sure I ' d  want a lover , "  

"Righ t now I ' m  looking for someone 
to s e t t l e  down with , "  

" I t ' s  eas ier for me t o  do i t  with 
s omeone I don ' t know . "  

"Who knows ? I cou l d  mee t Mister 
Right tomorrow . "  

" I  loved ·her s o  much . . .  but NOW . .  
what do I have to show for i t ? "  

"No , I ' l l  NEVER meet anybody e l s e  
l ike him . "  

" I  need someone s o  desperately . . .  
j us t .  s omeone to be near me . . .  so I 
won ' t  have · to be alone . "  

" I  am very content right now . He ' s  
wonderful ! "  

Which s t atement des cribes you? Have 
you been fortunate enought to f ind 
That Special Someone? Or are you 
s t i l l  searching for Him or Her--and 
have been for months ( or even years ) ?  
I s  f inding The One even IMPORTANT to 
you--or would you rather have many 
casual friends and acquaintances in­
s tead of That One Person? 

Even i f  you are not s e arch i ng at 
the moment , you probably know someone 
who i s .  I hope that you have not be­
come cynical or dis i l lus ioned con­
cerning True Love or "permanent , "  
" s tab le" relat ionships --- al though 
dis appointments are very , •rea l haz­
ards in today ' s  trans i tory , shift­
ing , confusing cultur e .  Unfor tunate­
ly , there are those who don ' t  do 
what th�y s av they are �oing to do-­
or do s ay what they don t mean -- or 

who are thinking only of thems elves 
when their paths cross yours . How­
eve r ,  the lyrical and powerful words 
of an unknown New Englander of 1692 
s t i l l  ring t rue t oday , 290 years 
l a t e r ,  long a f t e r  h i s  name has been 
los t and his society faded . 

Exercise caution . . •  for the world is 
full of trickery . But let this not 
blind gou to what vi rtue there i s ;  

·mang persons strive for high ideals; 
and everywhere life is full of herv­
ism . • .  Do not . . .  be cgnical about Love; 
for , in the face of all . • • disenchant­

ment , it is  perennial as the grass . 
. . •  Wi th all i ts sham, drudgerg , and 

broken dreams , it is still a bea uti­
ful worl d .  

Whi le you probably know someone who 
is searching for

. 
someone> right now ; I 

b e t  that you also knbw a man or 
woman who takes a dim oview"of .romance 
or s e t t l ing down . Sure ; you might 
conside r  that to be rat iona l i z at ion 
on his or her part�-but i t  cou l d  be 
that the person is aware of the very 

real fact that f a l l i ng in love or 
be ing in love br ings definite changes 
to an individua l ' s  l i f e !  Suddenly , 
you are not a lone . There is another 
person whose fee l ings and needs you 
mus t  con s i de r--and the very fact that 
you love her or him usual ly means 
that your priori t ies and out l ook and 
·behavior change . . Ordinari ly , the 
routines and the exact dogma to w� i ch 
you subs cribed BEFORE you met and 
fe l l  in love w i th Mis t er Right or 
Miss Right no longer are workab l e !  
(Also b e  prepared t o  f ind yourse l f  
thinking about the lucky person a l ­
mos t  cons t an t ly ! ) I n  addit ion to 
being a source o f  extreme pl easure 
( i f your �ove is returne d ,  of cours e )  

,being i n  love i s  a b i g  respons ibil­
i ty .  You have become the trustee o f  
a n  awesome g i f t  - - another human 
being ' s  emot ions 
Perhaps the greatest source of pain 
is the s ad dis s o l ut ion o f  a love re­
lat ionsh ip , when or if that occurs . I 
know . I have been in love in the pas t 
---but , for quite a wh i l e  now ,  I have 
not been near the one that I loved , 
That person moved to another s tate--­
never truly aware of my actual feel­
ings ( due to some compl icated and un­
fortunate circums tance s ) !  

As much ·as i t  hurts me , I am not 
.sorry . �hat I f e l l  in love w i th my 
very c lose • friend . K . D . W .  A l fred 
tord Ten

"oys�n ' s  wist ful 1850 poetz; 
sounds · trite' today , but I for one be­
l ieve- i t---" ' Tis b e t t e r  to have l oved 
and l o s t  than never to have loved at 
a l l ! "  

( N9te : Tennyson ' s _ poem ,_ In lfemori um 

was wri t ten not about a woman , but 
about the newly-deceased Arthur 
Hal lam ,  Tennyson ' s  c lose male f riend ) 

I have no regrets , the love that I 
remember lPft me with very unique and 
precious memories· -- and temporar i ly 
trans formed my method i c a l  l i f e  into 
g l orious front ier of helpful se l f­
discovery and j ub i lant sharing . 

I f  you are s earching for that 
s pe c i a l  someone now , my f r i end , do 
not get dis couraged , s cared or de­
press e d . Just as you (with your d i s-

' tinct personal i ty and t a l en t s ) are 
�ooking for the One , He ( or ;she ) is 
out there right now , SEARCHING FOR 
YOU ! · ·  · 

. And ,  i f  you current ly are involved 
i n  a loving , caring :rel a t i onsh i p ,  
then vou and your b e l oved t ru ly have 
been b les sed--- and w i l l  s erve as a 
happy inspirat ion to us a l l .  

J. D.'S HOUSE O F  FLOWERS 
"Designer 's Choice With Personality " 

2504 Summer Avenue 
327-5689 

JOHN C. DENNEY 
Owner I Designer 

DOLLY E. GI L LIS 
Owner I Manager 

Vernon Shaw 
Photography 

Portraits, WeJdings, lnJustrial 
205 Kirk 

Memphis, aennessee 38109 
774-0885 
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. . .  ANP BLeS� tJNCLE 808 ANP IllS ROOM MA T£_, TE� 
WJ./0 YOU1RE NOT SUPPOS£P TO KNOW ARE GAY. 

NGTF CRISISLINE 
Call toll-free 800-221 -7044 

In  N.Y. State (21 2) 807-601 6  

* To report anti-gay violence 

* To obtain A.I.D.S. referrals 

·stereotypes in Reverse 
by Clifton St. John 

Heterosexual s  are thieves , rapi s t s , 
l iars , a l cohol ics , dope add ic t s ,  
cheat s ,  freaks , perver ts , goss ips , 
ch i l d  mo l e s t ers , adul terers , rebe l s , 
glut tons , racketeers , inf �del s ,  t er­
rori s t s , war-mongers , sad1sts , home­
wreckers , law-breakers , mas och i s t s  
and psycho t i c s . 

( Ye t , heterosexuals c l a im to b e  
normal ; they are the " ty p i f i cat ion" 
of human nature ! )  

Heterosexual s  dress in loud c loth­
ing make disgust ing spe c t a c l e s  of 
th e�selves . harras s others in pub l ic 
place s ,  s o l i c i t  for sexual purposes , 

promo te pro s t i tut ion , k i l l  innocent 
anima l s  for s port , abandon their 
chi ldren , shirk respon s i b i l i t y  , 
abridge and compromise the rights and 
l iberties o f  others , wor ship money , 
cause hunger , create chaos , inst igate 
economic collapse , destroy civil i za­
t ions , l oathe anyone who does . not 
conform to their s tandards and 
boas t fu l ly j us t i fy their condit ion by 
ins i s t ing they are "born that way . "  

(Yet , heterosexual s  c la im t o  be 
normal ; they are the "Culture bear­
ers . " )1 

Heterosexual s  are cruel , brutal , 
f iendish , barbarous , canniba l i st i c , 
b lood- th i r s t y ,  maniac a l , s e l f i sh , 
s t ingy , pos s e s s ive , mercenary , 
carna l , wor l d l y , un- cooperat ive , 
suicida l , intemperate ,  usur ious , 
lazy , wanton , insens i t ive , presum­
tuous , neg l igen t , mutinous , rude , 
def i an t , l icent ious , t a c t l es s , s ar-

c as t i c ,  phob i c  and j u s t  plain mean . 
(Yet , heterosexual s  c l aim to b e  

normal ; they a r e  t h e  " acceptab l e  ro l e  
mode l s ! " )  

Heterosexual s indu l ge i n  egot ism , 
l us t ,  conspiracy , s e l f-righteousne s s , 
dupl ic ity , impudence , extravagance , 
sensua l i sm ,  sham , paranoia ,  hypoc­
r i s y , e ffront ery , material ism , and 
indecency . . 

( Ye t ,  h�terosexual s  c l a im to be 
norma l ; they set the. moral and

'' e t h i-
cal s t andards ! )  

· 

Heterosexual s  partic ipate in scan· 
dal , b r ibery , corrupt ion , po l lu t ion , 
oppress ion , violence , gamb l ing , 'ob­
s cen i t y , bes t ia l i ty , oral and ana l 
sex� pederas t y ,  inces t ,  masturbat ion , 
child abus e ,  pornography , debauchery , 
pro fanity , abort ion , geno c ide , van­
dal ism and fraud . 

( Yet , heterosexuals c l a im to be 
normal ;  they establ ish and enforce ' the laws ! )  

Heterosexua l s  are f i l l ed with 
greed , avari c e ,  larceny , t reachery , 
unrighteousness , wickedness ,  covet­
ousness ,  ma l ign i ty ; f u l l  of mal ice , 
debate , deceit ; wh i sperers , back­
b i ters , and haters of God ; des pi�e­
ful , vai n ,  boas ters , inventors o f  
ev il things and d isobed ient to par­
ents , l acking understanding , treaty­
breakers , purveyors of diseas e ,  
merc i l es s , lewd and chauvin i s t i c .  

(Yet , the heCerosexual s  c laim t o  be 
norma l ; they are " c reated in the 
image o f  God ! "  



Trip O' Six 
This yellow rose I give to thee, 
Symbolic of my love for you: 
Fresh, fragrant, filled with the morning dew, 
For it was you that set me free. 

Free to live, free to love 
Both gifts from God above, 
From His heaven high in space. 
Before you, earth was such a lonely place. 

Now with you, hopefuUy till / die, 
My life 's goal is to give it a try, 
Making a heaven on earth for you, . 
Trying to please you with things anew. 

Your red rose I joyfuUy accept 
For it wiU ever be kept, 
A treasure between you and me alone 
To warm my heart when you are gone. 

Gone, but for a fleeting moment, 
For each moment apart is torment -
A torment as real as hell. 
This I hope you know welL 

Your presence fulfills my every need; 
This I'm sure you know indeed. 
Receiving your touch is my desire; 
Your tender kiss starts a fire. 

The darkness of the night, 
Close to you till dawn's early light. 
Sharing one another's strength, 
Totally void of time 's length. 

Sharing - as only lovers do. 
To thee I'll ever be true. 
Sharing - that's what we need most 
By the grace of God, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Facing the future alone was I, 
So despondent I wished to die. 
But now is intrinsic in life 

Yes, you are a symbol of change; 
Some people think us strange 
Yet from you I did find 
A wonckrful peace and pleasure of an enduring kind. 

Only you, on?' you bring me alive, 
Bring me up from my lowest dive. 
Only you, only you make me high, 
High above all the stars of the sky. 

A yellow rose blended with red, 
Uniting us until we 're dead; 
Beauty and fragrance so divine, 
Once two - now one entwined. 

Your strength giving me more than I ne�d to suffice. 

Only you, only you give me peace; 
Your warm touch supplies relief. 
Only you, only you fulfill my dreams, 
By being yourself, dear and serene. 

None other can fill your space, 
For you possess such a face. 
And you gave me your strength, 
Strength that stretches endlessly in length. 

So endlessly - only God can know, · 

A long with our Christ we do love so; 
Love that stretches so very far, 
Way beyond the most distant star. 

For God destined us to meet, 
Our legs guiding our racing feet 
To magnolia trees in the park 
In September, after dark. 

• ·M�tropOiitan 
Community 
Church 

2224 Central 
P.O. Box 40943 

M e mp h is, TN 38 104 
(90 1 )  278- 1 09 1 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
1 :00 pm 

CHRISTIAN GROWTH (B ib le Study) 
Wednesday 7:30 p m  

· "Love 
Is In The 

Air'' 

l;t�;: beS\.�theories are useless 
without a proper plan of action. 

In Was�on, there are people who pre­
vent Gays and Lesbians from ente� 
this country. 

In Nashville, there are people who thinR 
they can control the sexual behavior of 
consentin� adults of any sexual orienta­
tion. 

These people have a theory-homosexual­
ity is wro� and can be controlled or 
eliminated thro�h re�ressive Jaws. 

They also have a plan of action, enab� 
· 

them to �et their repressive l�islation 
passed . 

We also have a theory-men and women 
are entitled to full protection of their 
�hts re�ardless of sexual orientation. 

· And we have a plan of action. With your 

help, our theory can become fact. 

The Memphis Gay Coalition meets the first 
and 3rd Mondays of each month at the 
Main Library, Peabody and McLean, 
7· p.m. Meetin� Room B. Join us! 
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Gay Pride Picnic '83 : "A Friendly Ambiance, 

GAY PRIDE '8 3 

Dr. Harry Moore (above) and 
Saundra Kurjin.ka (right) reaffirm 
Gay Rights at rally. 

'Best Little Jl horehouse ' number from 'Old Hash '. 

Volunteers draw blood for A JDS research at George 's. 
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11Why Darling, if you Subscribed to Gaze you wouldn't 
miss an issue!" 
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SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
$ 8 . 00 a year 

Moil  to GAZE ,  l3ox 3038, Memphis, TN 381 73-0038 

Please make checks payable to GAZE.  

Nome ____________________________________ __ 

Address ----------------------------------­

City, State, Zip ----------------------------

Please do not your zip code! 

Views From Ten Percen 
July 24 
August 3 
August 8 
August 1 9  
August 31 

7:30 pm 
4:00 pm 
4:30 pm 
7:30 pm 
4:00 pm 

Cable Channel 7 

Gay Al ternative 
.WEVL- FM 90 . 3  
Sundays-3 P.M .  
Presented by the Memphis Goy Coalition 

For Gay Males in Your Area 
• ALL ADULT INTERESTS 
• SEND FOR SUBJECT LISTINGS 
• FREE DETAILS FROM: 

D.A.T.A. ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 3238 • REDWOOD CITY, CA 94064 



Information· and - Services 
Memphis 

Organizations 
A m er i c a n  C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  U n i o n  

(ACLU): general movement; 8 1  Madison 
Bldg .. Suite 1 501 . Memphis 38103. 521 -
9875. 

Black & White Men Together: support/ 
movement ;  276-41 60  or 726-4299 

Gay Advocacy Project: movement, 
ACLU & MGC; 521-9875 or 726-4299. 

Gay Catholics: Recommended Sunday Mass 
1 1 :00 AM-St. Peters Village. 

GOPS: social, private membership; no 
address listing. 

Lesbian Mothers Support Group: NOW, 
458-166 1 .  

Memphis Center for Reproductive 
Health: non-sexist, non-heterosexist; 
1 462 Poplar Ave., Memphis 38104, 274-
3550. 

Memphis Gay Activists: movement, 
private membership; 274-0431.  

Memphis Gay Coalition: movement, 
public; Box 3038, Memphis 38103. 

Memphis Gay Speakers Bureau: move­
ment, general education; Box 3038, 
Memphis 38103. 

Memphis State University Gay Student 
U n ion: movement/student support; 
Room 416, University Center, MSU, 
Memphis 38152. 

Metropolitan Community Church: re­
ligious, general Christian; 2224 Central 
Ave., 278-109 1 .  

Mystic Krewe o f  Aphrodite: social/ 
movement, women; P.O. Box 4 1 822, 
Memphis 38104. 

Mystic Krewe of.Apollo: social, private 
membership, men only; no address list­
ing. 

National Organization for Women 
(NOW): movement, feminist; P.O. Box 
40982, Memphis 38104, 458-166 1 .  

Phoenix: Gay alcoholics anonymous; 
meets Weds., 8 pm in Clark Tower, 5050 
Poplar, Room 3102; 365-7153. 

Queen's Men: social, private membership; 
no address listing. 

Tsarus: social, levi-leather/motorcycle, 
private membership, P.O. Box 1 1831 ,  
Memphis 381 1 1 .  

Hotlines 
I 

Gay Switchboard: information. crisis, re­
ferrals, counseling; 726-GAYY . 

Rape C'risis: 528- 161� 
Suicide and Crisis Intervention: 274-

74�1 

Media 

"Gay Alternative": radio, weekly, Sun­
days 3 p.m .. WEVL-FM 90.3, P.O. Box 
4 1 773, Memphis 38104. 

GAZE: newspaper, monthly; Box 3038, 
Memphis 38 1 73-0038 (901 )  454- 1 4 1 1 

Lambda Televideo: television, monthly 
program Views from 10%, cable chan­

nel 7 ; P.O. Box 3038, Memphis, TN 38 103. 

Restaurants & Bars 
The Barracks: bar, large disco, patio. Late 

hours; 616 Marshall Ave., 527-6348 

Family Affair Club: bar, Gay crowd 
Sunday nights only; 873 Vance Ave., 527-
0672. 

The French Connection: restaurant, 
piano bar, dining menu; 598 Marshall 
Ave., 526-1038. 

George's: bar, shows, large disco; 600 
Marshall Ave., 526-1038. 

J-Wag's: bar, serves food, moderate menu. 
patio, late hours; 1 268 Madison Ave., 725-
4670. 

The Other Side: bar, 12 N. Oeveland, late 
hours, 726-9245 

The Pendulum: bar, large disco, serves 
food, limited menu; 92 N. Avalon St., 725-
1530. 

P.W. Bumps Disco: bar, serves food, limit­
ed menu; 238 N .  Cleveland St. , 726-9953. 

Psych-Out II: bar, shows on weekends; 571 
Marshall Ave., 523-1 940. 

Jackie's: bar; 1474 Madison Ave., 278-
902 1 .  

Nashville 
Organizations 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU): 

general movement: Box 1 20 1 60, Nash­
ville 372 1 2  

Conductors: Levi-Leather Club; P.O. Box 
4026 1 ,  Nashville 37204. 

Misce-llaneous 
Oub South: baths, TV room, sauna, 

spa lockers, rooms. 628 Madison Ave. 
(90 1 )  525-2852. 

Encore Cards and Gifts: Cards, gifts, 
posters, ceramics, etc. 1 266 Madison 
Ave. (90 1 )  722-8963 . 

.J-· ·- v Do )'OU have q uestions about 
social etiquette? 1-Jow to find and 

keep a lover? Problems dealing with 
-· your sexuality? Medical questions ? 

Ask The Duchess 
A ddress your questions to GA ZE, Ask the Duchess, Box 3 038, 

111emph is, TN. 381 73-0 038. 

Patronize Our AdvertiseB-Their Support Helps Us To Survive 

Justice for Parents Defense Fund: legal 
child custody; 43 Music Square West, 
Nashvill(' 37203. 

Lifestyle Health Services: confidential clinic 
specializing in STDs, 1727 Church Street, 
Nashville 37203 (61 5) 329-1478. 

Metropolitan Community Church: re­
ligious. general Christian; 131 15th Ave. 
N .. N ashville. (615) 320-0288. 1 

Nashville Committee: social/movement, 
P.O. Box 23321, Nashville, TN 37202. 

Tennessee Gay Coalition for Human 
Rights (TGCHR): movement, Box 241 8 1  
Nashville 37202. 

Womankind Books: 2006 20th Ave. S.  
Nashville, 27212 Open Saturdays 
Noon-6 p.m. (61 5) 297-3450 

Womankind Health Service: confidential 
clinic, feminist, 1 727 Church Street, Nash­
ville, 37203 (61 5) 329-1478. 

Women's Resources Center: general 
services for women; 1 608 Woodmon.t­
YWCA, Nashville, (615) 385-3952. 

Restaurants & Bars 

Aaron's 1 54 6th Ave., N. Nashville 
(61 5) 254-991 1 

Cabaret: 1 7 1 1
.
Hayes St., 320-7082. 

Crazy Cowboy: 231 1  Franklin Rd .. 383-
9493. 

Juanita's 7 1 3  Commerce St . ,  Nashville 
(6 1 5) 25 1 -9841 

The Jungle 7 1 5  Commerce St . ,  Nashville 
(6 1 5) 256-94 1 1 

Mother's: bar, late hours: 2355 Franklin 

Ro�d -
The Parlor 21 10 8th Ave. S . ,  Nashville 

(6 1 5) 292-91 77 
Slippo's: bar, 2 1 06-A Eighth Ave. S., 

Nashville. 209-9150. 
Warehouse 28: 2529 Franklin Hd .. 297-

0992. 
The Women's Rm: 2 1 1 0  8th Ave. S .. 292-

9 1 77 .  

Little Rock 
Organizations 
A m e r i c an C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  U n i o n  

(ACLU): general movement; Box 2832, 
Little Rock, AR. 72203. 

Arkansas Gay Rights, I nc. (AGR): 
movement. P.O. Box 31 1 5, Little Rock 
72203. 

Arkansas Women's Network: move· 
ment, feminist; Box 1 787, Little Rock, 
7220S. 

Gay Alcoholics Anonymous: (Gay-AA): 
meets every Tues. & Sun.,  8 p.m., 7509 
Cantrel, Suite 102, Tanglewood Shopping 
Center. 

Gay Counseling Service: 409 Walnut, 
Little Rock 72205, (50 1 )  663-645.5. 

Grassroots Women's House: 1524 S. 
Summit, Little Rock, (501) 378-7851 .  

Metropolitan Community Church: re­
ligious, general Christian; Box 1 964, 
Little Rock 72203. (501 )  664-3749. 

Media 

Arkansas Gay Writes: AGR, Inc., news­

letter; P.O. Box 3 1 1 5, Little Rock 72203. 

Ours: newspaper, 5 times/yr., feminist; 

P.O. Box 2352, Little Rock 72203. 

· National Organization for Women 
(NOW): movement, feminist; P.O. Box 
662, Little Rock, 72203. 

Parents & Friends of Gays: movement/ 
support; P.O. Box 1 839, Batesville, AR 
72501 .  

Hotlines 
Crisis Center: 664-8834 (toll free, 1 -800-

482-8886.) 

Restaurants & Bars 
Chaps: 1701 S. University, 663-8682. 
Silver Dollar: 271 0  Asher Ave., 663-9886. 
Discovery II:  1021 Jessie Rd., 664-4784. 
Variations: 1 131/t E. Main, 371-9919; Di_sco 

nights, piano bar days, restaurant 24 
hours. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  f 

U.S.  Public Health Service 
AIDS HOTLINE 
1 -800-342-AIDS 

{Toll Freel 
. . 
. •• . . • . • . . . • • • • • • • . • • • . . . • . . . . • . . • • • . • . • . . • . . . • • • • • . • . . • • .  ·• . . . . . . . . . ! 

Classlfieds 
WATCH: Views from 10% on cable channel 7. 
See display ad for days, times and topics. 

1 ,000 Men! ADS, ADS, ADS! Ad World 584 
Castro #346-TN, San Francisco, CA Or (415) 
626-1 100 anytime. 

F e m a l e , 38 has 3 bedr. d u lex 
w/washer-d ryer, cable, wish to share 
with responsible adult  female of 
compatible age. Split  $350 rent and 
ut i l it ies. Close to Bartlett area and 
State Tech .  Cal l J an for more i nfor­
mation 386-2894. 

H EAR: The Gay Alternative-Sundays at 3 pm 

on WEVL 90.3 FM. 

Black bi-male, 34 wou l d  l i ke to meet 
al l  wh ite bi-males, TVs, she-males, 
bi-couples in Miss. and Ten n .  area. 
Cal l 601 -852·4427 anyt ime. Cal l  host. 
Buddy, Box 1 41 ,  Edwards, M i ss. 
39066. 

Gay young man needs a friend. Write 
V.A. Owens, Gainsville, MO, 65655. 
NATIONAL GAY CONTACT CLUB-Men and 
Women. Low Rates. SASE: Dean, P.O. Box 
26044, San Jose, CA. 951 59. 

AITN: GAY FEMALE(s) Buddhist, or 
interested in Budd ishm l iving near/to 
pray (chant) a lso soc i al ize with.  
Write or cal l M ERMAID, Hermitage 
Apts. #2, 1 1 1 5  S. Cooper, Memph is 
3&1 1 4  (27 4-0532). 

GWM, 50, 5 '3 ", 1 1 5 l bs. honest, 
clean, sincere. Seeks trfends over 30 
i n  Memphis and East Arkan sas. 
Write Ad Box 3038, Memphis, TN 
381 73·0038. 
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