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Boys in the Band 
Auditions Set 

Auditions for a production 
of "The Boys in the Band" by 
Mart Crowley will be held Dec. 
2-3 at WKRB. The play will be 
produced at WKRB and will 
run for about three perfonn­
ances. Production dates have 
not been finalized. 

Reading auditions will be 
held Friday, Dec. 2 and Satur­
day, December 3 from 5-7:30 
PM at WKRB, 1528 Madison. 
The production is being pro­
duced by _Sharon Wray and di­
rected by Dennis Massey. 

For more infonnation, call 
278-9321 between 5-7 PM 
only. 

GCN/Nashville 
Under Fire 

. Nashville - Gay Cable 
Network/Nashville, an hour­
long program produced in New 
York and airing on Comtr�unity 
Access Television in Nashville, 
is under attack from fundamen­
talists led by Belmont Church. 
Executive Director of CAT, 
Elliot Mitchell, has refused to 
cancel the program citing the 
company's guarantee of air 
time to any citizen whose pro­
gram meets the guidelines of 
not being obscene, containing 
commercial content, or in pro­
moting a lottery. 

Churches have urged their 
members to call CAT and voice 
their objections and also to drop 
their cable service in an attempt 
to impress Viacom, the opera­
tor of Nashville's cable system, 
that they mean business. They 
are also being urged to call their 
city council members who 
could vote tp withdraw station 
funding. 

GCN/N ashville is mobiliz­
ing support for the program­
ming. A contiuing battle could 
draw national_ attention to 
Nashville over First Amend-

. 
. 

ment rights. 
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Felony May Become Misdemeanor 

December 1988 

Crimes Against Nature Law Reviewed 
When the state legislature 

reconvenes in January, they 
will very likely be considering 
recommended changes to the 
Tennessee Criminal Code 
which will, among other things, 
make homosexual acts a crime 
but will reduce the crime from a 
felony to a misdemeanor. 

Tennessee is under federal 
court order to reduce over­
crowding in its jail facilities and 
lawmakers arc applying pres­
sure to eliminate archaic and 
vague language in the Tennes­
see Criminal Code. A subcom­
mittee, chaired by Nashville 
Attorney David Raybin, has 
been working on the Criminal 
Code for two-and-a-half-years. 
According to executive director 
of the Tennessee Sentencing 
Commission, Sue B. Cain, the 
proposed changes have been 
flled with the Judiciary com-

mittees in the state senate and 
house of representatives. 

The proposed revisions to 
the "crimes against nature" law 
would eliminate crimes against 
nature but would call for "pen­
alties to be leveled against a 
person charged with an act of 
sexual penetration with a per­
son of the same gender," 
reported Dare newspaper. The 
revision would change homo­
sexual acts from a felony, pun­
ishable by 5 to 15 years and a 
fme not to exceed $10,000, to a 
Class C misdemeanor, punish­
able by not more than 30 days in 
jail and/or a $50 fine. 

When the legislature recon­
venes in January, it will be the 
responsibility of the Judiciary 
committees to route the report 
to a particular committee. It 
may be assigned to a study 
committee. At any rate, it will 

probably be well into the 1989 inappropriate role in our private 
session before the report will lives. Gay men and Lesbians 
come up for consideration. have the same inalienable rights 

Various recommendations to private consensual sex acts as 
have already come under attack do heterosexuals." 
from groups as diversified as Hyde went on to say, "In 
the Tennessee Sheriff's Asso- , regard to homosexual acts, the 
ciation,Mothers AgainstDrunk Commission's logic had noth­
Driving and the Tennessee Gay ing to do with reducing inmate 
and Lesbian Alliance. population, but instead had to 

Sue Hyde of the National do with the continued stigmati­
Gay and Lesbian Task Force zation ofGay men andLesbians 
said, ''There is no reason at .all in Tennessee." 

· 

why the Tennessee Sentencing Tennessee will join ATkan­
Commission and the state legis- sas, Texas, and Kansas as states 
lature should take the step of in which homosexual acts are 
reducing the crime from a fel- classified as a misdemeanor, if 
ony to a misdemeanor without the revision is adopted by the 
taking the next step and remov- Tennessee legislature. In Mon­
ing it from the books com- tana and Nevada, homosexual 

. pletely. acts are classified as a felony. In 
''To reduce it to a misde- more than half of the United 

meanor, I think, for mostLesbi- States, both homosexual and 
ans and Gay men does not re- heterosexual sodomy are still 
duce the sting of the state's classified as felony crimes. 

Gaze Begins lOth Year of Publication to Gay Community 
With this issue, Gaze news­

paper begins it's tenth year of 
publication. Originally con­
ceived by Coalition Founders, 
Bill Johnson and Ric Sullivan, 
as a newsletter for the Memphis 
Chapter of the Tennessee Gay 
Coalition for Human Rights, 
Gaze hit the streets in Decem­
ber of '79 as a full-blown, 4-
page tabloid. Johnson contin­
ued as editor until December of 
'82 at which time it was turned 
over to co-editors Allen Cook 
and John Stilwell. During that 
period, production services 
were provided by Ken Hagen­
back and Dickey Stafford. The 
major writing at that time was 
done by Bill Johnson and Ric 
Sullivan. 

Over the years, the paper 
has evolved. through many 
graphic changes, gone up and 
down in the number of pages, 
and for a short period, even 
went to a bi-monthly schedule. 

Sophistication in producing the 
actual copy has gone from an 
IBM selectric to an IBM com­
poser to APC computer and 
spin writer to the current-state­
of-the-art Macintosh with La­
ser printer. 

One thing has not changed. 
Gaze continues to be produced 
by volunteers as a service of the 
Memphis Gay Coalition. For 
that reason, persons interested 
in writing articles, reviews, 
commentaries, and/or guest 
editorials are encouraged to 
contact us. · 

. 

There is also a need for as­
sistance in ad sales. Designed as 
a not-for-profit venture, Gaze is 
produced with revenue col­
lected from ad sales. · At the 
present time, the primary 
source of that revenue are the 
Gay bars. That advertising base 
needs to be broadened to in­
clude other Gay-owned busi­
nesses as well as businesses 

catering to or sympathetic to 
Gays. 

With this issue, we are in­
troducing some graphics to 
change the look of Gaze. We 

welcome your comments and 
suggestions on these changes 
and other changes you might 
like to- see in future issues. 

Election Produced Mixed Result� for Gays 
-page 5 

How Do You F�el About Intimacy? 
-page 6 

New AIDS Cases on Decline -page 10 

Memphis Memoirs - The Alice Mitchell Case 
-page 15 
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We read in passing the 
other day about a serious prob­
lem that several of our Gay 
brethren were having in the 
neighborhood of Jackson, Mis­
sissippi. They had been ar­
rested for tearoom activities at a 
highway rest stop; and, as we 

recall, the judge made a point of 
publishing names, etc., and in­
sisted that they serve some time 
in the hoosegow and be used as 
an example. We are not here to 
say a great deal about the do's 
and don'ts of tearooms, nor are 
we here to moralize about same. 
It does occur to moi, however, 
(despite the thrill, apparent ease 
of contact, and the sharp tang 
that a bit of danger can add to 
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Lady Astor Speaks Her Mind 

sexual situations) to ask: ls.this 
what Gay people really want? 

Are we so afraid in our 
nonnal situations that we have 
to seek a little gratification in a 
public restroom? So many of us 
have been there, for whatever 
reason; but the main point is 
this: We have a right to choose 
our companions. We do not 
have a right to have sex any­
where, anytime� nobody does, 
to our knowledge. We do have 
a right not to be harassed. Every 
time someone, someplace, re-

members to vote for a sympa­
thetic pemon (or remembers to 
vote at all), every time some­
body stands up and makes a big 
stink becau�c they are tired of 
harassment. every time some­
body acknov.lcdges their lover 
to the world at large, they are 
bringing the day a hair closer 
when we will not need tea­
rooms. Do you like hiding all 
the time? Do you like living in 
such fear that your evenings are 
spent sneaking into a Gay bar, 
drinking yourself into a stupor, 
and hoping to spend a few min­
utes next to a warm body? For 
God's sake, Mary! 

Our business owners work 

hard to keep our Gay spaces free 
of harassment We have places 
we can go: once we didn't. We 
need to be able to patronize any 
bar or any restaurant and be 
ourselves. We need to have 
places we can go to work with­
out pretense. This does not con­
cern wearing sequins and mas­
cara to the office. Get real. This 
does concern the many, many 
people who live in constant 
fear. This does concern those 
whose lives and careers would 
be ruined by negative publicity. 
This concerns those people 
whose primary place to find 
other Gay people and perhaps a 
little companionship is to hang 

out at the neighborhood quarter 
movies and rattle change all 
night. What a dump. 

Each time a tiny victory is 
won, through courage and per­
sistence, a step is taken. Our 
royal person will not live to see 
widespread tolerance. We will, 
however, support these efforts 
when we can and exhort our 
gentle readers to do the same, or 
at least refrain from dishing 
those who have the courage to 
say- no more! As a wise per­
son once said, either get out in 
front, follow along behind, or 
get the hell out of the way. 
We're moving forward. 
Lady A. 

Rejoice & Be Gay 

Memphis Gay Coalition 

& 
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Tuesdays 
Dance P1oor Opeu 8pm 

Rachel Slurr'a lloclem llualc 
$2 No Draft Beer B1ut 8-llpm 

25* Coolera 8-12m 

Wednesdays 
Dance P1oor Opeu 8pm 

"Claim to Fame" N�t 
$60 Cash Prize to Wbmer 

Show at llpm 
$S COYer 

$1 Optional No Draft Beer Blaat 8-12m 

Thursdays 
Dance noor Opens 8pm 

Secret Fantuy Male Dancera 
Show at 10:SOpm 

$S Cover 
$1 Optional No Draft Beer Blut 8-12m 

Fridays a: Saturdays 
Dance P1oor Opeu 8pm 

8pe� Theme Shows 11:SOpm 
$5 Ccnrer 

Sundays 
Dance Floor Opeu 8pm 

Laid Back Nlte 6: Jock Nipt 
$1 OpUoDal Beer Blut for Guys 8-12pm 

$S Ccnrer 

Special Christmas Show 
Christmas Eve 

Happy Holidays 

from 

Everyone at GDI 

GDI 

·on the river 
287 S. Front St. 

526-1038 



Helms Stalling Hate 
Crimes Bill 

Washington - The first bill was in committee and were 
positive federal legislation to also defeated on the House 
address violence against Lesbi- floor. 
ans, Gay men, racial, ethnic, The Senate version of the 
and religious minorities, stalled · bill was introduced by Sen Paul 
in the U.S. Senate because of Simon (D-IL). The Senate bill 
threats by Sen. Jesse Helms to achieved unanimous approval 
introduce sweeping anti-Gay from the Senate Judiciary 
amendments. The Hate Crimes Committee in Auglist. But ef­
Statistics Act which would re- forts to bring the bill to the 
quire federal data collection on Senate floor crumbled as 
crimes motivated by prejudice Helms told the Majority Leader 
against Gay people and other Robert Byrd (D-WV) that he 
minorities, was never brought would fight the bill unless anti­
to the Senate floor despite vig- Gay measures were attached. 
orous lobbying by a coalition of Helms planned to introduce 
over 50 groups led by the Na- a four-part amendment which 
tiorial Lesbian and Gay Task stated the following: 
Force (NGLTF). "(1)The homosexual move-

Introduced by Rep. John ment threatens the strength and 
Conyers (D-MI), the Hate the survival of the American 
Crimes Statistics Act made leg- family as the basic unit of soci­
islative history when it passed ety; 
the U.S. House of Representa- (2) State laws prohibiting 
tives in May of 1988. The bill sodomy should be enforced; 
marked the first time fede-ral (3) The federal government 
legislation specifically ad- should not provide discrimina­
dressing sexual orientation was tion protections on the basis of 
passed by either house of Con- 'sexual orientation;' and , 
gress. Attempts to delete the (4) School curriculums 
sexual orientation clause were should not condone homosexu­
repeatedly defeated while the ality as an acceptable lifestyle 

in American society." 
NGL TF lobbyist Peri Jude 

Radecic tenned the amend­
ment "totally offensive and 
unacceptable. We will never 
tolerate codification of this 
kind of bigotry." Radecic noted 
that because of Helms' delay­
ing tactics, the Hate Crimes 
measure must be re-introduced 
during the next Congressional 
session and will have to again 
pass through committees and 

Condoms 
Causing Sp�n Stir 

Many magazine dealers 
are refusing to sell the Novem­
ber issue of Spin because it 
includes a free condom in each 
magazine. Publisher Bob Guc­
cione, k says the dealers are 

being ridiculous. 
Guccione, son of the pub­

lisher of Pentlwuse magazine, 
said some 10,000 stores have 
banned the issue. Spin focuses 
on rock music, but has a con­
tinuing AIDS column. 

Ansel America donated the 
condoms to the magazine, and 
Spin donated the space to dis­
tribute the prophylactics to be 
used as a preventive measure 
against sexually transmitted 
AIDS. 

According to some dis­
tributors, it looked more like a 
ruse to sell magazines. "We 
just feel like this is a promo­
tional gimmick... and we'd 
rather not participate in it," said 
Mike Mozingo, a spokesman 

tla.ze. - The Perfect Christmas Gift 

You can give the gift that keeps on giving -Gaze. 

You can give the most widely distributed source of Gay news, information 
and features in the Mid-South - Gaze. 

Orders received by December 29th will include the January, 1989 issue of 
Gaze and a uniquely designed card indicating from whom the gift came. 

Please send a gift subscription for 
___ 1 year (11 issues at $8.00) or 
___ 2 years (22 issues at $16.00) 

Name ____________________ __ 

Address. __________ _ 

City/State Zio. __ 

Please indicate tl=le gift is from 

Mall to Gaze, Box 3038, Memphis, TN 38173-0038 

the full floor of both houses. 
NGLTF Anti-Violence Proj­

ect Director Kevin Berrill noted 
that while the bill stalled in 
Congress, acts of anti-Gay vio­
lence continued to shatter the 
lives of Gay men and Lesbians 
across the country. Said Berrill, 
"Tilis bill reflects our call to the 
federal government to take a 
finn stand against homophobic 
violence. We intend to press 
forward, add more supporting 

for Food Lion, a grocery chain 
which has banned sale of the 

·issue. 
Guccione contended that 

much of the criticism is hypo­
critical in that "some of these 
store already sell condoms. It's a 
terrific over-reaction to what is 
essentially a public service 
message," he said. 

Gay "Marriages" 
No Longer 
Uncommon 

Gay and Lesbian union and 
marriage ceremonies may be 
more widespread than com­
monly assumed. Despite the 
failure of states of legally recog­
nize homosexual marriage, 
many couples are honoring their 
relationships with wedding ritu­
als. The popularity of these cere­
monies is suggested by early 
returns from a national survey of 
same-sex couples undertaken 
by Partners: The Newsletter for 
Gay & Lesbian Couples. 

Of the first 136 survey ana-

organizations to our coalition, 
and continue the grassroots con­
stituent pressure that helped so 
much this year." 

Activists interested in gener­
ating support for the Hate 
Crimes Statstics Act in the next 
Congressional session are urged 
to contact Peri Jude Radecic at 
NGLTF, 1517 U Street NEW, 
Washington, DC, 20009. 

lyzed, 12% of respondents indi­
cated that they had fonnalized 
their relationship with a cere­
mony, and 4% said they planned 
to do so. Another 12% relied on 
other traditional observances, 
such as celebrating anniversa­
ries. Additionally, 43% said 
they wear rings or other symbols 
of their relationship. 

More than 700 completed 
surveys have been returned to 
Partners thus far, and the survey 
remains open to participants 
through January. The short, 
anonymous questionnaire re­
quests general information on 
subjects such as .sexual agree­
ments and satisfaction, souri:es 
of relationship support, and dis-. 
crimination against same-sex 
couples. 

To participate in the survey, 
write to Partners, Box 9685, 
Seattle, WA 98109. Enclose a 
self-addressed, stamped busi­
ness size envelope. Partners will 
send two forms per request 
(enough for one couple). Affix 
extra postage for additional 
forms. 

Gay Switchboard 

Information 
Referrals 

Counseling 

324-GAYS 
7:30-11:00 PM Nightly 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO 
STAFF THE GAY SWITCHBOARD. 

THIS IS NOTA 
PHONE SEX SERVICE! 

For more information: Call 454-1411 



----------:------------------------------- December 1988-Gaze-5 

Election Produces Mixed 
Results for Gay Community 

This year's election 
brought mixed results for the 

· Gay community according to 
the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force. The most signifi­
cant victory was the defeat of 
Proposition 102 in California, 
the Dannemeyer AIDS initia­
tive that would have eliminated 
anonytnous HIV testing. and 
imposed mandatory reporting 

. of HIV positive individuals. 
The greatest disappointments 
were in Oregon, where a state 
executive order banning sexual 
orientation discrimination was 
overturned in a referendum, 
and in Connecticutt, where 
AIDS and Gay civil rights sup­
porter Lowell Weicker was 
defeated in his bid for re-elec­
tion to the Senate. 

. Irrespective of those re­
sults, however, Jeffrey Levi, 
NGLTF's executive director, 
observed that "this election 
marks the end of an era of ne­
glect by the President of the 
nation's most compelling pub­
lic health issue. While we do not 
fully agree with President-elect 
George Bush on many of his 
positions on AIDS, Bush has 
been more engaged on this issue 
than President Reagan. Bush 
actively s�pports anti-discrimi­
nation protections for persons 
with HIV infections, and has 
had an open ear to those work­
ing on AIDS in the Public 
Health Service." 

Commenting on the defeat 
of Proposition 102 and its im­
pact on national politics, Levi 
observed, "This is a great vic­
tory- for public health. It is a 
statement by the people of Cali­
fornia that they will not be 
browbeaten into accepting ex­
pensive and ineffective 'quick 
fixes' to the AIDS problem. It 
proves that education of a popu­
lation can work in changing 
attitudes and increasing under­
standing about AIDS. We nope 
this defeat of William Danne­
n''-' ycr- on the heels of three­
to-one votes against his repres­
sive proposals in the House of 
Representatives last month -
will return debate to a more 
reasonable level in California 
and in the nation's capital. We 
also believe that defeat of this 
measure will stop a steamroller 
effect of copy cat propositions 
around the country. 

NGL TF noted with regret 
passage of another California 
AIDS initiative, Proposition 

96, which, among other things, 
allows court-ordered testing of 
persons accused of certain 
crimes. Observed public infor­
mation director Urvashi Vaid, 
"While not as far-reaching as 
102, it attacks the basic civil 
liberties of those most vulner­
able in our society - persons 
accused of crimes. Had this 
required testing of· those con­
victed of sexual assault, etc., 
this might have been an under­
standable-- though not neces- . 
sarily appropriate approach. 
However, in pennitting testing 
of those merely accused of cer­
tain crimes, the measure under­
mines the fundamental Ameri­
can principle of innocent until 
proven guilty- and provides a 
motivation for false accusa­
tions of crimes. It poses a sub­
stantial threat to the accused's 
opportunity to receive a fair, 
impartial trial, particularly in 
jury cases." 

The vote to repeal the Ore­
gon executive order on sexual 
orientation discrimination was 
the source of great disappoint­
ment-"to Gays and Lesbians 
and all those concerned with 
civil liberties," Levi said. "On 
the anniversary of Kris­
tallnacht, it is particularly sad 
that the people of Oregon would 
tum their backs on any minority. 
group that has suffered dis­
crimination." The contrasting 
vote in the Presidential election 

-Oregonians supported Gov. 
Dukakis -showed, Levi said, 
"that progressive views in other 
areas does not always translate 
into support for Gay/Lesbian 
civil rights." . · · . 

The returning HH st · Con-· 
gress will look quite similar to 
the tOOth, with one major ex­
ception. "The loss of Lowell 
Weicker- our strongest advo­
cate and spokesperson in the 
United States Senate-will be 
a tremendous one," commented 
Levi. "Weicker stood alone at 
times in fighting uncompromis­
ingly for those who were not 
represented in the Senate- all 
minorities, not just Gay and 
Lesbians. His role in increasing 
funding for AIDS, most re­
cently in the extension of fed­
eral funding of AZf, cannot be 
overestimated." 

With the election ·over, 
Levi said,. "some of the most 
challenging work is ahead of us. 
A new administration is being 
constructed -and we plan to 
be on the ground floor in help-

ing advise and counsel the tran­
sition teams about AIDS and 
civil rights issues." 

"We anticipate continued 
discussion and access to the 
Public Health Service in a Bush 
administration," Levi contin­
ued, "just as we have had access 
within the Dept. of Health and 
Human Services in the Reagan 
Administration. The change we 
anticipate is greater receptive­
ness at the political level- as­
suming the budget cutters at the 

Office of Management and 
Budget are not given the upper 
hand in health policy debates." 

On a less optimistic note, 
Levi observed, "it is clear, 
based on the record, that 
George Bush still needs a good 

Victim-Blaming Tactic Fails 
in Lesbian Murder Case 

On Oct. 27, Adams Co. 
Pennsylvania Judge Oscar 
Spicer convicted Stephen Roy 
Carr of first degree murder in a 
shooting that killed Rebecca 
Wight and critically wounded 
her lover, Claudia Brenner. In a 
move praised by Brenner, the 
Gay community, and victim ad­
vocates, the judge also ex­
cluded as inadmissible any ar­
guments by the defense that the 
victim's sexual orientation and 
behavior provoked the attack. 

On May 13, the two women 
were fired upon at their Appala­
chian trail campsite by Carr, 
whose attorney claimed in a 
preliminary hearing that Bren­
ner and Wight "provoked" the 

attack by . performing sexual 
acts in front of him, and other­
wise teased him. While ac­
knowledging that she and 
Wight had made love at the 
campsite, Brenner insisted that 
they both thought they were 
alone, and described the accu­
sation that they provoked the 
attack as ''not only untrue but 
insulting." In a statement re­
leased to the press, Brenner 
asserted that "Rebecca and I 
were lovers... Nothing about 
who we were or our love for 
each other could be considered 
motivation for the outrageous, 
inhumane violence that 
Stephen Roy Carr perpetrated 
against us." 

deal of education on Gay/Les­
bian issues. It is our hope, 
however, that a younger, more 
moderate generation of cabinet 
officials and other political 
appointees will at least afford 
access on these concerns." 

Carr waived his right to a 
jury trial in exchange for an 
agreement by the prosecution 
not to seek the death penalty 
and to drop several lesser 
charges. Although he has not 
yet been sentenced, Carr faces 
life imprisonment without pa­
role. An appeal by Carr's de­
fense attorney is expected. 

Brenner and Wight were on 
a hiking trip in Adams County 
when they twice encountered 
the defendant along their route. 
After making camp in a se­
cluded area, the women were 
suddenly fired upon by Carr, 
who had been hiding nearby. 
Wight, who was shot in the back 
and the head, died at the camp­
site. Although shot five times, 
Brenner managed to walk 
nearly four miles to a road 
where she was able to get help. 

If you kno"! �nyon·e w�o needs a basket of food and paper goods 
on Thanksg1vmg �r C�nstmas, let us know. Just fill out the coupon 

below and g1ve 1t to any Aphrodite member or mail it to: 
· 

Aphrodite Baskets 
P.O. Box 41822 

Memphis, TN 38174 

Sponsors will be contacted for details due to limited distribution. 
Name----------------------�---------------------
Address ________________ �----------------------
City State Zip 
Telephone# 

----------

Sponsors Name ---------------------
Sponsor's Phone# --------------------

"Aphrodite Supports Gay Memphis" 
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need. your way, so work on compro­
mises that show the strength of 
your relationship, not the 
strength of one person. 

UNDERSTAND that one 
person cannot meet all your 

relationship. 
LISTEN to the other 

person's needS and feelings, 
too. Remember that life is a 
process of growth and change, 
and don't cling to a fixed image 
of the other person which 
doesn't allow them to develop 
in other directions. 

SHARE your feelings as 
5. Do you resent relation- well as your needs, even if you 

ships. which have ended, and . think your feelings are silly or 
hesitate to enter into new ones? frivolous. 

Intimacy Quiz 
- needs. Cultivate other friend­
ships that enhance your under­
standing of intimacy. Enjoy 
things that you do alone, and 
bring that joy to the relationship. 

Achieving intimacy can 
be scary, and it's definitely a 
lot of work. But nothing else 
brings the same sense of joy, 
fulfillment, and meaning that 
makes it all worthwhile. 
Merry Christtnas! 

Got a problem or ques­
tion? Write to Becky, c/o 
Gaze, Box 3038, Memphis, 
TN 38173-0038. Ms. Capter-

by Becky Caperton 
In the last issue of Gaze, we 

discussed,intimacy- what it is 
and how to develop it. Below is 
a quiz that may help you evalu­
ate the intimacy you have with 
Qthers. 

1. Do you lack an intimate 
relationship with ·another per­
son? 

2. Do you feel that your 
relationships could be more 
fulfillin ? g. 

3. Are you afraid to com­
municate your true feelings to 
another person? 

4. Do you openly seek to 
expand your understanding of 
intimacy? 

· 

6. Would you like to learn HAVEFUN together! Spe-
more about being intimate with cialness �mes with laughter 
yourself? and joyous times together. 

If you answered "yes" to RESOLVE conflicts so 
some of the questions, you may that both of you are satisfied. 
want to consider the following Neither of you will always get 
suggestions for c�atiilg suc­
cessful intimacy. 

TRUST each other. With­
out trust, intimacy is impos­
sible. 

COMMUNICATE your 
needs to the other perSon. Do it 
sincerely without blaming or 
nagging. Don't assume that he 
or she already knows what you 

TEND your intimate rela­
tionships with care and attention. 
Without care and attention from 
both people, intimacy will fade. 

KEEP the spirit of special 
days alive throughout the year. 
Little acts of thoughtfulness and 
kindness keep the magic in any 

. ton is a psychological coun­
selor in private practice in 
Memphis. See "Information 
and Services" listing in this 
issue. 

CHART 
A BOLD 
COURSE! 

§ay �om.£n1� 
�oc.ial §toup 

� 
�� 

• 

14.· 
� • • 

,Ornament Making Party 

Dec. 107 1988 -at 7:30 pm 

$2.00 donation for materials 

9o� mou; ln{o�natd:lon 
call enol at 524-0949 

· Memphis Gay Coalition .. 

� 
� 

JOIN THE MEMPHIS GAY COALITION 
Clip and mail to: MGC, P .0. Box 3038, Memphis, TN 38173-0038 · N�E-------------------------------------------------

ADDRESS --------------------------------------��----

crrv ________________ _ STATE.;;;._ ___ _ .ZIP ______ __ 
PHONE 

I'd Like to Join tile CoaUtlon as: 

___ A Contributing Member ($5.00) 

___ A Subscribing Member ($8.00, lndudes a subscription to Gau) 
__ A Sustaining Member ($20.00, Includes a subscription to Gau) 
__ A Household (2 People) ($35.00, lndudes a subscription to Gau) 



MEMPHIS 
AT PLAY 

1AFTER HOURS 

1268 Madison Avenue 
901-725-1909 

.SHOWS 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and ·Saturday 

.(Includes Male Strippers on some shows) 

$3 Cover 
Beer Bust or First Drink Free 

SHOWTIMES 

Monday & Wednesday- 10:30-Beer Bust a-12M 

Thursday -10:30-$1 Optional Beer Bust 9 PM -1 AM 

Friday & Saturday- 1 AM-Beer Bust 11:30 PM-2:30AM 
10¢ Draughts Noon- 7 PM Daily 

1264 MADISON 
Open Daily 1 o am - 1 0:30 pm 

Noon - 7 on Sunday 

Monday Through Thursday 
3 Movies for $5 

(or $2each} 
Weekends 

All Movies $2.00 Each 

• Newest Releases 
• Largest Gay Tape 

Collection in Memphis 
• New Christmas Movies 

WE RENT VCR'S 
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Out of All Time 
Suleirnan. 

the Magnificent 
Suleiman the Magnificient, 

ruler of the Ottoman Empire 
from 1520 to 1566, was born 
around 1495. He was quiet and 
sensitive, and loved poetry and 
music. He had a long, thin body 
which he carried gracefully, a 
delicate complexion, and long 
thin hands. 

In his adolescence, 
Suleiman's father gave him a 
Greek slave named Ibrahim as a 
companion. Ibrahim was two 
years older than Suleiman, and 
was tall with dark, curly hair 
and a solid muscular body. The 
two men shared many interests, 
often discussing religion and 
philosophy. Ibrahim never left 
the prince's side, and it was 
common knowledge that 
Ibrahim shared the prince's 
bed. 

When Suleiman became the 

tenth Sultan of the house of 
Osman, he made Ibrahim his 
Grand Wizir, or head of the 
Imperial Council. Later 
Ibrahim was also named head of. 
the army, making him second 
only to Suleiman who had no 
real desire to rule. Ibrahim's 
new-found power corrupted his 
values, and he soon rejected 
some of Suleiman 's most cher­
ished ideas. 

In 1534, hearing a rumor that 
Ibrahim was plotting to take 
over the empire, Suleiman in­
vited Ibrahim to dinner. After 
eating, the two went to the 
sultan's bedroom. The next 
morning, slaves found the walls 
streaked with blood and 
Ibrahim's naked body, which 
had been strangled with a bow­
string, lying face down on the

· 

bed. Suleiman refused to allow 
the walls to be cleaned, and the 
stains remained until his death. 

memphis· 

.BLACK& WHITE 
M�N TOGETHER 

An lnlerraclal Gay Organization for All People 
. 

. 

. 

Statement of Purpose 
Black and White Men Together of Memphis, Inc. is a Gay interracial 
organization committed to fostering supportive environments wherein 
racial and cultural barriers can be overcome and the goal of human equality 
realized. To these ends, we engage in educational, political, cultural, and 
social activities as means of dealing with racism, sexism, homophobia, and 
other inequities in our community and in our lives. 

BWMT Presents 
HOT, HORNY, & HEALTHY 

Safer Sex Workshops 
December 9,10,11 

with Phill Wilson, BWMT/LA 

Season's (jreetings 
to the 

Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community 

For Regular Calendar Information this month: Call 

Nick (327-3753), Ed (452--5894), Irwin (726-1461) 

or write BWMT/Memphis, P.O. Box 41773, 

Memphis, TN 38174. 

�1. 

Suleirnan the Magnificent: 
Even love can be corrupted. 

Lawrence of Anbia 
Thomas Edward Lawrence 

was born in England in 1888 
and grew up during tbe height 
of the British Empire. While a 
student at Oxford, he immersed 
himself first in the Medieval 
period and then in the ancient 
world. It was through bis study 
of the classics that he first came 
into contact with Middle East­
ern culture. 

In 1911, while on an ar­
chaeological expedition, Law­
rence met a fourteen-year-old 
boy named Salim Achmed 
(nicknamed "Dahoum") at 
Carchemish. Dahoum was sen­
sitive and handsome, and Law­
rence fell deeply in love with 
him. When Lawrence returned 
to England with Dahoum, their 
relationship was hardly no­
ticed. Because Dahoum was an 
Arab, the English assumed he 
was Lawrence's servant. 

World War II hegan in 1914, 
and Lawrence was sent to lead 
the Arabs against the Turks. He 
was captured in November 
1917 and beaten by a Turkish 
governor for refusing his sexual 
demands. Lawrence later wrote 

that after the twentieth blow "a 
delicious warmth, probably 
sexual" had surged through his 
body and made him relax. This 
beating left a lasting psycho­
logical scar on Lawrence. He 
wondered how it might affect 
his relationship with Dahoum, 
but he never found out. During 

his absence, his lover had died 
of typhus. 

Lawrence's memoirs, 
entitled The Seven Pillars of 
Wisdom, are dedicated to 
"S.A.," which aroused a good 
deal of speculations. It is not 
generally thought that "S.A." 
stood for Salim Achmed. 

Lawrence of Arabia: Discovering a Delicious Warmth 

Queen Anne 
Born on February 6, 1665, 

Anne grew up lonely and love­
starved. In her portraits she 
appears to have been plain, 
large-boned, and overweight. 
Anne was fairly intelligent and 
politically astute, but the one 
great drive in her life seems to 
have been her need for affec­
tion. 

In 1683 Anne married 
George, Prince of Denmark. 
Anne- and George produced 
seventeen children, none of 
whom survived to adulthood. In 
the year she married, Anne 
found the love she had been 
looking for. She met Sarah 
Churchill, the future duchess of 
Marlborough, a woman of great 
and a fiery temper. 

When Anne became ruler of 
England following the death of 
her brother-in-law William in 
1 702, she appOinted Sarah Offi­
cer of the Stole. One of Sarah's 
duties was to attend the queen 's 

bedchamber. 
Sarah wa� ambitious and 

became involved in politics, 
often disagreeing with her 
lover. When Sarah grew tired of 
having her views ignored, she 
left the court. Anne was ex­
tremely upset by Sarah's depar­
ture and begged her to return, 
but Sarah stubbornly refused 
and vacated her apartment in St. 
James Palace, taking door­
knobs and mantelpieces with 
her. 

Excer pted from Out 
of All Time, by Terry 
Boughner, will illus­
tr ations by Michael 
Willhoite, published 
by Alyson Publica­
tions, Inc., Boston, 
MA, $6.95 paperback. 

852 S. COOPER STREET 

MEMPHIS, TN 38104 

(MIDTOWN BETWEEN CENTRAL & YOUNG) 

Trade & Sell Paperbacks 

Open 1D-5 
Closed Sunday 278-9546 



Celebrate New Year's 

with GDI ... 
An evening of sights, sounds 

and phantasmagoria 

rfhe. 

1\lf.r\��TO�A 
ot"'the 

Tickets on sale December 1st 
. . 

Advance tickets $10 
.Tickets at the door $12 

Party favors 
& champagne included 

Showtime 10:30 PM 

on th.e river 
287 S. Front St. 

526-1038 

Where there are fifty men 
for every one 
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FDA OK's Typhoid Vaccine for 
AIDS T herapy 

Washington- According .. Salvatore Catapano by the 
to reports in the November is- FDA. 
sue of Spin magazine, the fed- According to the Bay Area 

New AIDS Cases 
• eral Food and Drug Admini- Reporter, the patent in only one 

On Dec)Inestration has authorized a second of three ever granted for AIDS 

to be making excellent subjec­
tive progress that has improved 
in blood count, lower enzymes, 
and, in general, less tiredness 
and fatigue." said Mehl. 

. Berkeley, CA- The latest 
analysis of a major AIDS study 
shows new AIDS infections in 
San Francisco have continued 
to decline substantially, mostly 
because of a decrease in high­
risk sexual behaviors. 

The rate of new infections 
per year among previously un­
infected persons in the San 
Francisco Men's Health Study 
dropped from 5.9% to 0.7% 
between the first half of 1985 
and the second ·half of 1987. 

The new statistics, which 
amount to an 88% drop in the 
annual rate for new infections, 
are reported by Warren Winkel­
stein,MD,director of the Men's 
Health Study and professor of 
epidemiology in the School of 
Public Health at the University 
of California at Berkeley. 

The reason for the decline is 
that more and more homosex­
ual and bisexual men have 
abandoned or greatly reduced 
their practice of unprotected 
anal-genital intercourse and 
have decreased their number of 
sexual partners, Winkelstein 
said. 

Winkelstein and his col­
leagues reported their new fmd­
ing in the current issue of the 
American Journal of Public 

Health. 
Since 1984, the San Fran­

cisco Men's Health Study has 
been monitoring the spread of 
AIDS among a representative 
sample of Gay and bisexual 
men in San Francisco. 

Previously, Winkelstein and 
his colleagues found a decline 
in new AIDS infections among 
the men in the study from an 
estimated annual rate of ap­
proximately 18% per year be­
tween 1982 and 1984 to ap­
proximately 4% per year in 
1986. This decline was also a 
result of reduction in unpro­
tected anal-genital intercourse 
and number of sexual partners. 

The new findings reinforce 
the conclusion that current 
public education strategies, 
supported by effective commu­
nity organization · and public 
health department efforts, can 
control the spread of the epi­
demic of HIV infection, 
Winkelstein pointed out. 

He also emphasized the 
importance of maintaining the 
present policies regarding the 
confidentiality_ of HIV test re­
sults, availability of alternate 
test sites and contact notifica­
tion procedures. 

ATEAC BOARD MEETING 
MONDAY, DEC. 26, 1988 

7:00PM 
689MELROSE 

EVERY:ONE IS WELCOME 

ME:MPH-IS· 
CE:NTE:R fOR 

RE:PRODUCTI\IE: 
H-E:ALTH-

Non-profit Feminist Health Clinic 
Offering a A F11ll Range Of Gynecological Care 

1462 Poplar at McNeil 
Memphis, Tennessee 38104 

. (901) 274-3550· 

drug for treatment of AIDS. A treatment. Capatano said he 
New York researcher primarily had formulated his typhoid 
associated with sexually trans- vaccine theory after he found it 
mined diseases petitioned the stimulated the immune system 
FDA last December to admini- in rats. 
ster typhoid vaccine as a means The typhoid vaccine is ini­
of slowing development of tially administered twice 
AIDS infections. He says the weekly, then weekly, then once 
results are dramatic. a month, at a cost of less than 

"It has been found that a $2,000 a year. 
complete immunization and Dr. Lewis Mehl said he had 
remission of a person afflicted treated more than 30 AIDS pa­
with AIDS may be achieved by tients in San Francisco, and he 
the administration of typhoid found neither objective nor 
vaccine, with no observed tox- adverse results to report. 
icity," read the patent granted to "I can say that 85% appear 

The story of the typhoid 
vaccine against AIDS appears 
in the November issue of Spin 
Magazine, which is champion­
ing. Catapano's research. 

Catapano apparently has a 
patent on the speCific use of the 
vaccine, but not the vaccine it­
self. He believes that the source 
of immune depression in AIDS 
patients is bacterial, not viral, 
and that people with AIDS are 
suffering from late-stage syphi­
lis whose symptoms have wors­
ened by .multiple exposures. 

ROLL UP YOUR 
SLEEVES AND 
JOIN US! 

Aid To 
End AIDS 

Call Us Today at 
458-AIDS 

Committee • 689 Melrose • Memphis, TN 38104 • 

A Com�lete 
·Leather Shop 

Shop Hours 
12N- 8 PM 

Tuesday - Saturday 



. By Lady A. 

Well! 'Tis the season to be 
jolly, or helpful, or merry, or 
sarcastic, or bitchy, or some­
thing. We discovered that the 
season was begun a bit early 
·-with a lot of caring for one 
another, overlaid with literally 
pounds of glitter. Isn't that 
what the season is all about? 

ANOTHER FINE MESS 
DEPARTMENT 

We seem to be making a 
habit of having alternative 
pleasures, or mostly occupa­
tions, which keep us away from 
places where we should be. 
Thanks to modem technology, 
however, we may enjoy these 
theatrical treats second hand. 

We are speaking, first of 
all, of the second annual Camp 
Show for PW A's sponsored by 
the Pipeline. The pre-show was 
handled by an oh-so-im­
promptu entrance by the Pi­
pettes. These devil-may-care 
sylphs of the vacuum hose (yes, 
Mae, we stuttered not) entered 
the saloon doing five simulta­
neous Hattie McDaniel impres­
sions, the quality of which was 
highly debatable. If the 
NAACP was not notified­
--well, they lucked out, 
we suppose. R -a-C's and Moon 
Pies indeed! Wejest not,it's on 
tape. 

The show opened by a re­
appearance of the Unknown 
Drag singing the song for which 
she became notorious (the only 
song she has ever done) to great 
applause. Many were the par­
ticipants in this flamboyant 
pie ce of theatrical 
whatchamacallit, including the 
Unlikely Trio, doing their inter­
pretation of "Sincerely." The 
Lady in Pink (yes, you dear, the 
one in the middle) is the type of 
perfonner who can always be 
called upon to follow a different 
drummer in most any situation. 
The trouble is, this drummer 
could never hold down a steady 
job. One attendee referred to a 
certain perfonner, no name was 
mentioned to moi, as "looking 
like one of Jerry Lawler's oppo­
nents." Sharon and Kelly did a 
"Frumps do have more fun" 
number which we will have to 
catch live sometime. 

A true highlight was some­
thing truly unique for these days 
and times. We saw, with our 
own eyes, a genuine attempt at a 
Judy Garland impersonation. It 
was very well done, even a bit 
wistful Some of us do remem­
ber, and some more of us should 

find out what the rest of us 
know. We were impressed. 

Over $500 was raised for 
PWA services and equally di­
vided between ATEAC and 
HRC. 

�.AT YO���ART OUT 

DEPARTMENT 

Wow! Now wasn't that a 
cryptic title. Dingbats, we were 
discussing Aphrodite's That's 
Entertainment Vll benefit Get 
it? Got it? Good! 

, 

We were treated to mere 
excerpts of this show but we 
wished we had indeed attended 
instead of being where we had 
been, some people just don't 
seem to be able to keep appoin­
tents. GRRRRRR. 

The surprises were many, 
Sharon Wray in whiskers (no, 
no, we know you've always 
wished for them secretly) and 
not oneDolly but two! Dueling 
Dollies, we just can't cope. 
Dolly Levi's wig was almost as 
big as Dolly Parton's and as for 
the hot pink feather boa, we 
perceive a tease number when 
it's downstage center, girts. 
There was participation from 
Tsarus members and Wings 
members. A good time was had 
by all, naturally. And Dennis 
was almost always in step. 

Aphrodite named Betty 
Rae as this year's honorary 
member and the over $900 
raised by the show will go to­
ward the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas baskets annually 
distributed by the club. Anyone 
who knows of a Gay person or 
family who could benefit from 
one of these baskets, please 
contact the club directly (see 
Infonnation and Services in this 
selfsame newspaper) o r  
through WKRB. 

Let us strongly reiterate 
that these both were benefits. 
Let it always be said, and never 
loudly enough, that we care 
about and care for our own. 

RUMOURMILL 
DEPARTMENT 

Holey Moley! There is 
actually a new bar opening. 
Tommy Stewart told moi per­
sonally that Reflections, his 
new enterprise, should be open 
in time for the holidays. It will 
be very easy to find, being in the 
old Backstreet space, and will 
be devoted to dancing and 
cruising, rather than a lot qf 
shows. The light show and 
sound equipment will be en-

tirely new. The size and layout 
will be similar, and the parking 
goes on for acres. Open hours 
and beer bust schedules will be 
similar to other locations with 
later hours on Friday and Satur­
day nights. 

Rwnours about other new 
establishments remain 
shrouded in the mists of uncer­
tainty. That means, it's their 
tum to call moi. 

As for community events, 
both the Pipeline and the Mem­
phis Gay Coalition had commu­
nity Thanksgiving dinners. The 
idea was to offer an alternative 
to those with no family in town. 

By the by, we hope you are 
enjoying MEMPHIS MEM­
OIRS. We are only beginning 
to research the history of the 
Memphis Gay Community, and 
we welcome any contributions 
likely to come our way. We are 
still looking for old copies of 
GAIETY and GAZE. 

WOMEN ON THE 
STREET DEPARTMENT 

December 4 marks the 
PIPELINE'S fourth anniver­
sary. That Sunday's regular 
BUFFET will be extra special 
as will this year's Christmas 
decorations. We understand 
that the decorating has been in 
the planning stages for mon�. 

CHRISTMAS DAY will fall on 
another buffet day which will 
call for another extra special 
feast, with all the Christmas 
trimmings. 

The big event for WKRB in 
November was a SPECIAL 
SHOW on November27 featur­
ing Bll..LIE JO CASINO and 
Lll.. Y CHRISTINE, seldom 
seen nowadays, assisted by LIZ 
CARRINGTON, all three 
being perfonners of long stand­
ing and high quality. One of our 
favorite Lesbians, Rebel, will 
give a farewell perfonnance on 
Decembe 4, and the Chrisnnas 
special will be on December 18. 

HUMAN RESPONSE 
COUNCIL will receive a bene­
fit on December 11 at WKRB. 

The winner of GDI' s MISS 
MESS MEMPHIS was 
KATHY KIRKLAND. Second 
was KIRBY KINCAID. 

SHARON WRA Y is taking 
another step toward alternative 
entertainment at WKRB. the 
classic Gay play of plays THE 
BOYS IN THE BAND will be I 

produced at the bar in the early 

spring. AUDmONS will be on 
Friday, December2, and Satur­
day, December 3 ,  from 5 to 7:30 
PM both nights. Dennis Mas­
sey will direct For more infor­
mation, call 278-9321 between 
5 & 7 PM. 

Well, kiddies, we know it's 
early, but your correspondenta, 
in a rare hot flash of magnamin­
ity, wants you, one and all, to 
have a Merry Christmas, a 
Chanukah Tovah, a Good Yule­
tide or just a nice day off. Yes, 
even all the ones we aren't 
speaking to ................... and 
even Phyllis. 
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ACLU Sues Gov't Over 
Helms Amendment 

New York- The Ameri­
can Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) filed suit against 
Health and Human Services 
Secretary (HHS) Otis Bowen 
and Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) Director James Mason 
in a move to forever nullify 
congressional measures that 
prohibit the "promotion" of 
ho�osexuality. 

In the suit. filed Oct. 13 in 
the U.S. District Court in Man­
hattan, the ACLU is represent­
ing the Gay Men's Health Cri­
sis, the Fund for Human Dig­
nity, Horizons Community 
Services of Chicago, among 
others. 

The target of the suit is the 
controversial amendment 
which Jesse Helms attached to 
section 514 of the Labor Health 
and Human Services Appro­
priations Bill for fiscal 1988 

which, after conference nego­
tiation, stated that no funds 
from the CDC shall be used to 
provide AIDS education, infor­
mation, or prevention materials 
and activities that promote or· 
encourage, directly or indi­
rectly, homosexual activity. 

That ameOOIIlent has had a · 

chilling effect on grants to 
AIDS education community­
based organizations which 
have targeted safe-sex educa­
tion to Gay men. 

Nan Hunter, director of 
ACLU's AIDS Project, stated 
that although the joint House/ 
Senate committee which gave 
the final approval to the Octo-. 
ber 1987 amendment. included 
language restricting its impact. 
In their conference committee 
report, the rider, which will 
continue to affect funding 
grants into early next year, has 

limited grants for AIDS educa­
tion nationwide. 

Since the amendment's 
passage, the ACLU has been 
gathering research for the court 
action and will now seek to find 
the amendment unconstitu­
tional on the basis of its vague­
ness. Doing so, she says may 
nullify similar amendments in 
the future. 

Helms has vowed to keep 
reintroducing the measure until 

it takes. He threatened to fili­
buster the issue just before the 
election break in the current ·
Congressional session. This 
fall, Helms made three unsuc­
cessful attempts to renew his 
AIDS education amendment on 
the Labor, Health, and Human 
Services Appropriations bill, 
failing by, at one point, only one 
vote. 

The suit states that such 
provisio� are "impermissible 

restrictions on their speech 
which are vague, content­
based, and discriminatory." 

"Right now, we have to 

battle this every year," Hunter 
said. "If we can declare this 
language unconstitutional, we 
won't have to fight it this year 
and again next year. If they 
declare this language is uncon­
stitutional, Congress will never 
be able to enact this kind of 
amendment again." 

Gay Canadians Sue Gov't Over Benefits 
Vancover, B.C. -In a case 

designed to determine whether 
Can;t(la already has national 
Gay rights protections, a British 
Columbia couple is suing the 
Canadian federal government 
for what they see as their fare 
share under Canada's Old Age 
Security Act. 

James Egan and John Nesbit 
have been together for 40 years. 
Under Canadian law, citizens 
over the age of 65 receive an old 
age pension. Spouses -either 
married for common-law -
between the ages of 60 and 64 
may apply for a spouse's allow­
ance when the couple • s income 
is less than $16,000. 

When Nesbit was refused his 
spouse's allowance by Health 
and Welfare Canada, the couple 
decided to fight back and even­
tually received funding for their 
case from the government itself 
under a special Court Challenge 
Program. 

According to the Bay Area 
Reporter, the couple's lawyers 
intend to prove that Canada's 
Charter ofRights and Freedoms 
prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation, a 
contention that has been put 
forth by human rights advo­
cates since the charter was en­
acted six years ago. 

The 67-year-old Egan says he 

is particularly galled that a 
common-law heterosexual 
couple who has been together 
only one year is automatically 
approved for the allowance, 
while he and Nesbit have been 
automatically denied. 

"We're not asking for any 
special protection at all," Egan 
said. "We're asking for pre­
cisely the same protections that 
are accorded to heterosexuals." 

Egan is a an openly Gay poli­
tician and Gay activist. He rep­
resents 7,000 islanders in the 
local government council. 



Southeastern Conference Slated 
The 14th Annual Southeast­

ern Conference of Lesbians and 
Gay Men will be held April 13-
16, 1989 in Dallas. 

Begun in 1976 by students 
and concerned members of the 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
areas, the SECLGM is the old­
est regional Gay/Lesbian con­
ference in the United States. For 
the first time Texas will be 
hosting the 1989 conference. 

The conference will provide 
a forum to share aspects of Gay 
life, broaden information and 
skills, and encourage greater 
community involvement 
through extensive networlcing 

within the region. 
The theme of the Dallas 

SEC, "Southeast Meets South­
west," has been designed to 
promote involvement and par­
ticipation by Gay and Lesbian 
individuals and organizations 
from coast to coast, furthering 
individual growth while pro­
moting regional communica­
tions and networlcing. 

Focus areas will include In­
timacy, Sex & Relationships; 
Health Issues; AIDS, Youth 
and Aging; Breaking Cultural 
and Physical Barriers; Sub­
stance and Alcohol Abuse; Law 
and Politics; Fundraising; 

Stress Reduction; and Gay/ 
Lesbian Parenting, among oth­
ers. 

The registration fee is $40 
(early registration is $35) which 
includes a reception, all worlc­
shops and speakers, a Friday 
evening reception, dance and 
night life tour, and membership 
in SEGLGM. The conference 
will be held at the Sheraton 
Hotel and Towers in downtown 
Dallas. For more information, 
write SSECLGM, P.O. Box 
190712, Dallas, TX 75219 or 
call (214) 471-6040. 

Hot, Horny & Healthy Workshops Slated 
by Ken Albright 
The National Task Force on 

AIDS Prevention of the Na­
tional Association ofBWMT in 
conjunction with BWMT/ 
Memphis has announced a se­
ries of Hot, Horny & Healthy 
worlcshops to be held the week­
end of Dec. 9-11. 

Phill Wilson, co-chair of 
BWMT/Los Angeles, and 
health trainer/consultant for the 
National Task Force on AIDS 
will be in Memphis to do three 
worlcshops. Wilson is not only 
an accomplished activist for 
Gay and AIDS issues, but was 
co-chair of last year's Black, 
Lesbian, and Gay Leadership 
Conference held in Los Ange­
les and will serve the same role 
in 1989. 

These Hot, Horny, & 
Healthy workshops are de­
signed to teach Gay men how to 
enjoy a healthy, vigorous, crea­
tive sex life while taking the 
AIDS epidemic into account 
and playing safely. The worlc­
shops are innovative, fun, infor­
mative, informal, and progres­
sive. 

Schedule of worlcshops is as 
follows: 

Friday, Dec. 9, 7-10 PM 
HH&H worlcshop for BWMT 
Chapter members and friends. 
Also open to the public. 

Saturday, Dec. 10, 10 AM-4 
PM (Lunch included) - "Train 
the Trainer" Workshop - En­
rollment limited to 12. This is a 
thorough worlcshop on how to 
conduct worlcshops in the com­
munity and to teach our Gay 
brothers to have a satisfying, 
but safe sex life in the age of 
AIDS. 

Sunday, Dec. 11, 6-9 PM ­
Community-wide HH&H 
worlcshop open to the public at 
the Apartment Club, Madison 
and Danny Thomas. We antici-

pate 25-50 will be able to par­
ticipate. The worlcshop will be 
led by newly trained trainers 
with Phill Wilson present for 

consulting. 
For further information, call 

726-1461. 

MGC Officers Elected 
At the annual meeting held November 7th 1988, the Mem­

phis Gay Coalition elected officers for 1989. Ken Horton was 
elected president and Vincent Astor was elected vice presi­
dent. Returning officers were treasurer, Cecil McLeod and 
se�retary, John Stilwell. The at -large board positions are held 
by Allen Cook, Bob Dumais, and John House. The steering 
committee meeting scheduled for Sunday, November 27th at 
4 PM in the party room at Bryton Tower was a joint meeting 
of the '88 and '89 officers and boards. The direction and 
agenda for the Coalition for 1989 were discussed at that time. 
The steering committee meetings are open to the public and 
your comments and suggestions are welcomed. 

The Memphis Gay Coalition operates the Gay Switch­
board, publishes Gaze newspaper, conducts monthly "Gay­
Rap" meetings, and presents GayFest and the Gay Pride 
River Ride each year. 
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oo· YOU Want A 

Smithsonian to Acquire 
Quilt Panels 

Gay Community Center? 

For years the Gay Community of Memphis has expressed a desire for 
a Gay Community Center. For such a center to succeed, it must have 
the support and commitment of the entire communiity -including all 
the existing Gay organizations as well as individuals who feel the 
need. 

Washington - The 
Smithsonian's National Mu­
seum of American History will 
acquire commemorative panels 
collected by the NAMES proj­
ect for its AIDS Memorial 
Quilt 

The acquisition will take 
place over a period of time in an 
effort to document the diversity 
of those who have died from 
Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome. The quilt panels 
will be added to the collections 
of the Division of Medical Sci­
ences, which has an ongoing 
interest in issues related to the 
history of public health in the 
United States. 

Museum Director Roger G. 
Kennedy, in speaking· about 
this acquisition, said ''The 
AIDS Memorial Quilt is sig­
nificant not only as a symbol of 
those who have died, but also as 

one aspect of the country's re­
sponse to the loss." 

The quilt currently consists 
of nearly 9,000 panels, each 
commemorating a person who 

died from the AIDS virus. Each 
of the 3-foot by 6-foot panels­
many created by family groups 
and friends - is distinctive in 
its design, reflecting the per­
sonality and interests of the 
AIDS victim memorialized in 
the panel. 

During the coming years, 
the museum's Division of 
Medical Sciences, in coopera­
tion with the NAMES project, 
will identify and select a num­
ber of panels - based on de­
sign, message, gender, and age 
of the individual depicted. The 
selected panels will join other 
objects, graphics, and educa­
tional materials in the collec­
tions which document the 
medical and social history of 
AIDS. 

The division is an active 
member of the newly formed 
AIDS History Group, a national 
organization whose aim is to 

coordinate efforts to preserve 
and document the history of 
AIDS. 

Now Is The Time ... 
... for those people interested in forming a Gay Community Center to 
step forward with their ideas, their time, and their energy to make it a 
reality. Take a chance that things can change. 

Gay Community Center 
Organizational Meeting 

Monday, December 5, 1988 

7:30PM 
Meeting Room A 

Main Library - Peabody & Mclean 

..._ 
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Gaze and the Memphis Gay Coalition � 

Would Like to Thank the Following 
Advertisers for their Support During 1988 

Agape New Life Church Tsarus GDI on the River 

Preston's Affordable VCR David D. daPonte 

Pipeline Repair & Care Co. Bunny Lee 

� Men of Leather· M&M Productions Wings . 

Memphis Center for Ray's Rockhouse Sharon Wray 

Reproductive Health Young Avenue Exchange Catherine-Kelly 

Raven's Nest Flea Market WKRB 

• BWMT Star Search Video Becky Caperton 

Aid To End Aids Committee Custom Cakes by Dutch Steve Cohen 

J-Wag's The Book Mart David Upton � 
J_ Aphrodite Church of the LaRado Leather, Inc. 

-.('e Blessed Redeemer Economy Interiors 

--- ... �--��������---�� 
, . ,· ' , 
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"I Killed Her For Love" 

Alice Mitchell Jailed- 1892 

ing began in the Shelby County 
criminal court. To accommo­
date the expected crowd, a wall 
between two regular court­
rooms was knocked out and the 
resulting space remodeled into 
one much bigger chamber. This 
new courtroom was still not big 
enough for the hordes of people 
who showed up. More than· a 
thousand spectators were able 
to crowd into the chamber, the 
Weekly Commercial reported, 
but hundreds more were left in 
the corridors outside, where 
they struggled for a view. 

Part2 

Snow glistened on the 
ground that cold January after­
noon as the buggy containing 
two young women raced along 
Front Street. At Front and 
Madison, just north of the post 
office, the vehicle jerked to a 
stop and the rider, Alice Mitch­
ell, 19, leaped out and ran down 
the bluff toward the riverboat 
landing. 

Near the Illinois Central 
railroad track, Alice caught up 
with her "closest friend", 
Freda Ward, 17, who was going 
to board the steamer "Ora Lee" 
with her sister, and slashed her 
throat from ear to ear with a 
razor blade before several 
startled witnesses. 

Later that evening, after her 
arrest, Alice said that she loved 
Freda desperately, wanted to 

marry her, and could not live 
· without her. 

On Monday, February 1, 
1892, the women [Alice Mitch­
ell and her "accomplice" lillie 
Johnso"} and their attorneys 
appeared in Shelby County 
criminal court to plead to the 
charges. Miss Johnson pled 
"not guilty" w�le attorneys for 

RATES FOR CLASSIFIEDS: Per­
sonal, non-commercial ads FREE. 
Limit of 30 words (including ad­
dress or phone number) and a 
$2.00 cfuuge for the use of our P.O. 
Box. Please specify if you want to 
use our P.O. Box. Commercial ads 
are charged at the rate of20¢ per 
word, $ 3.00 minimum. Phone 
numbers and zip codes are free. 
$2.00 additional charge for the use 
of our P.O.Box. Deadline for ads is 
the 15th of each month. Send to 
Gaze, Box '3038, Memphis, TN 
38173-0038. 

For Rent: Midtown 1-BR 
Duplex apartment. High ceil­
ings, French doors, wall-to­
wall carpeting. Cooper/Young 
neighborhood. Off-street park­
ing. $195/month. Call 274-
6344 

Miss Mitchell pled "present 
insanity." 

Habeas corpus proceedings 
were immediately initiated to 
win the release of Lillie 
Johnson. These were thor­
oughly approved by the news­
papers and Memphis public, 
who believed she was innocent. 

Each appearance of the 
women in court, no matter how 
brief or insignificant, drew 
immense crowds. Women of 
all ages, races and social sta­
tions were especially attract�. 
Newspapers reported that they 
filled the courtroom and hall­
ways outside. This feminine 
interest startled many Memphis 
males and led the. Memphis 
Public Ledger to caustically say 
of the proceedings: "Dis­
gustingly decent so far, eh la­
dies?" 

Memphians were not the 
only ones who weo;! curious. 
The famous French actress 
Mme. Sarah Bernhart, in Mem­
phis at the time, went to the jail 
and attempted to visit the two 
prisoners. She was barred from 
talking with them, the Public 
Ledger reported, but was per­
mitted to peek in their cells. 

On February 25, Lillie 
Johnson's habeas corpus hear-

GWM, 25, 5'9", 155#, BR/BL, 
masculine, discrete. I have a 
lover. Not looking for another. 
Seeking GWM, 26-47, for FR/ 
A, FR/P, GRI A action in the 
mid-mornings & early eve­
nings. No fats, ferns, drugs. 
Discrete persons need only re­
spond. Your photo gets mine. 
Reply to L. S., PO Box 750921, 
Memphis, TN 38175 

HOTTEST ALL-MALE 
PHONE FANTASIES IN 

Judge Julius DuBose, 
whose gavel had been wrapped 
with lavender bunting for the 
occasion, ruled over this throng 
dictatorially, the Ledger re­
ported, and arbitrarily made 
male and female spectators sit 
on opposite sides, causing 
.amusement and indignation. 

During the habeas corpus 
hearing, many details of Alice 
and Freda's love affair were 
first made public. Freda's sis­
ter, Jo Ward, told the court of 
the women's romance and how 
she had broken it up. She also 
gave an eyewimess account of 
the murder. Numerous pas­
sages from the girls ' love letters 
were also read. 

F. J. Simms, a "brain doc­
tor", also testified at the hear­
ing. He told the court that Alice 
Mitchell was "undoubtedly in-

Looking for a better life? 
GWM needs honest, sincere, 
loving protoge who likes travel, 
fits into a straight crowd, and 
wants a secure and prospero� 
future. I am early 50's but look 
'younger; have a masculine, 
mpscular, healthy body; am 
clean cut, slim, and handsome. 
If you're over 21, clean cut, 
masculine, muscular, healthy, 
and have the personality, intel­
ligence, and ambition to be a 
success if given proper support 
and guidance, send photo and 
brief resume (please don't 
waste your time if it won't 
check out). Your phone num­
ber with address will be dis­
creetly called immediately. I 
need a partner, friend and lover, 
not a posession and have a lot to 
offer--if you do too, let's ex­
plore the possibilities, travel 
expenses on me. Reply to: 

AMERICA!!! Minton, Apt. 150, 10710 Ken-
1988-89 Award Winners. Doz- wood Road, .Cincinnati, OH 
ens of guys! All scenes! Have 45242 
Visa/Mastercard/Amex ready · ---------­

for ordertaker. Live: $39.95 
(1/2 h.). Recorded: 99¢ (min.) 
First -timers welcome. 1-800-
441-LUST. 

GWM, 38, 5'9", 165#, seeks 
GWM for friendship/relation­
ship. Interests: music, cycling, 
running, movies. Prefer: colle-

sane" and that while there was 
an extremely developed Pla­
tonic or brain love between her 
and Freda, there was no evi­
dence of "homo-Sexuality." 

Later on, however, a letter 
was read in which Alice wrote 
Freda, "It will be three weeks 
Friday since you slept with me. 
I don't think I will get to sleep 
with you." 

Throughout this and later 
court proceedings, the attitude 
of the "Victorian era" press and 
the public was generally sym­
pathetic to the two women. 
While the Memphis papers ran 
lengthy, florid accounts of the 
bloody slaying, the overall tone 
was one of awe and fascination 
rather than moral outrage. The 
slaying was viewed as a unique 
human tragedy rather than a 
conventional murder. 

On February 27, Lillie 
Johnson was ordered freed 
from jail on $10,000 bond on 
grounds of poor health caused 
by confinement. The public 
generally approved of this, but 
Judge DuBose informed her 
that he thought she had indeed 

·aided and abetted the slayin� 

giate type, non-fern, 20-39, lean 
to medium build. Mike, Box 
12252, Memphis 38182. 

Roommate: East Memphis. 
Straight-acting, WM, 35 seeks 
roommate to share 2-BR apt in 
Hickory Hill area. 1{2 rent is 
$205 + util. Serious only, 363-
1492. 

If you're between 17-23 & 
would like to meet a GWM, 18, 
5'10", 140#, with brownish­
blonde hair & blue eyes call 
Michael at 901-853-2947. 
Only serious ones need reply. 

GWM, 21, brown/green, 6-2, 
185 lbs, muscular build, attrac­
tive. Enjoys music, sports, 
romance. Seeks the same, (21-
27yrs.) with intentions of a one­
on-one possibly serious rela­
tionship. No fats or druggies. 
Serious only please. If inter­
ested, write to Lance�are of 
this newspaper. 

Perplexed GWM looking for 
convenient label. Seek diction­
ary definition of "fats" "ferns" 
and "straight acting." Be spe­
cific please. Your quip gets 
mine. Reply PO Box 3038, 
Memphis, 38173-0338. 

and was guilty as charged. 
Miss Johnson then went 

home with her parents while 
Miss Mitchell was returned to 
the Shelby County Jail to await 
her sanity hearing. 

During this period, Miss 
Mitchell was provided with 
special accommodations in the 
lockup, the Weekly Commer­
cial reported. She was not kept 
in a cell like other prisoners but 
had the "coziest room in jail, 
with plenty of air, sunshine, and 
a good view of the street." 

"No jailor has yet had the 
courage to offer to place her in a 
cell. They have daughters of 
their own and the thought of 
putting this child, criminal as. 
she is, along with those older in 
crime is shocking to them," the 
Commercial said. 

Next month will be the final 
installment in this sensational 
piece of Gay Memphiana. It 
was originallypublished in the 
November, 1975, issue of 
Gaiety newspaper. Written by 
Fred Harris, edited by Gary 
Poe. 

GWM, Blde/Blu, Professional 
Masseur. Experience safe, dis­
crete, full-bodied massage. $40 
per hour, out only. 278-0167 

GWM, Blonde, 32, 6'1", clean­
cut, straight-acting, career pro­
fessional, wants to know 
"Where the hell are the men." If 
you are literate and know, Send 
to HAL, PO Box 12245, Mem­
phis, TN 38182-0245 

HELP WANTED: Bar em­
ployees needed. Bartenders, 
floor waiters, security & door. 
Pick up· applications at Star 
Search Video. 

Great for Christmas, this ad 
worth $10.00 off a pastel por­
trait made from your favorite 
close-up photo(s) of you and/or 
yours. Interested call 367-
0459. 

Small apartment for rent Want 
quiet, settled, non-smoker, no 
drugs. Furnished or unfur­
nished. Utilities included. 
Serious tenants only please. 
358-2866. Ask for Steven. 
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The Infonnation and Services 
directory is printed as a public 
service and its listings are free. 
Agencies and businesses listed 
herein have requested to be 
listed but have not been 
charged. 

MEMPIDS 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Aid to End AIDS Committee 
(ATEAC): Box 40389, Mem­
phis 38174-0389 - 762-8401, 
458-AIDS. 
Agape New Life Church: 
Worship Sundays at 11:00 AM 
and Wednesdays at 7:30 PM -· 
276-1872 
American Gay Atheist s 
Memphis: Box 41371, Mem­
phis, 38174-1371. 
Black & White Men 
Together: Box 41773, Mem­
phis 38174 - 327-3753, 452-
5894, or 726-1461. 
Gay and Lesbian Parents 
Coalition, Inc. of Memphis; 
P.O. Box '40982, Memphis 
38174-0982. 
Gay Athletic Association: 
Bowling, volleyball, camping, 
and more. Box 22914, Mem­
phis 3812Q - 744-0575. 
Gay Women's Social Group: 
324-6949 or 377;·7�12 ... 

at 
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Human Response Council: 
PW A services. 275-3536,. 
Kinship: Seveth Day Advent­
ist Gay religious group. P.O. 
Box 171135,Memphis, 38187-
1135 - 754-6160. 
Memphis Center for Repro­
ductive Health: 1462 Poplar 
Ave, Memphis, 38104 - 274-
3550. 
Memphis Gay Coalition: Box 
3038, Memphis, 38173-0038 -
324-GAYS. 
Memphis Lambda Center: 
Meeting place for 12-step re­
covery programs. 241 N. 
Cleveland (above United Paint 
Store), Memphis - 276-7379. 
Minority Prison Project 
(MPP): For infonnation: John 
Prowett, 1973 Sipes, Memphis, 
38127. 
Mystic Krewe of Aphrodite: 
Box 41822, Memphis, 38174-
1822. 
National Organization for 
Women (NOW): Box 40982, 
Memphis, 38104. 
Parents & Friends of Lesbi­
ans And Gays (P-FLAG): 
P.O. Box 172031, Memphis, 
38187-2031 - 761-1444. 
Phoenix (Gay AA): 272-9549, 
276-7;379, or 454-1414. 

Tennessee Gay & · Lesbian 
Task Force: P.O. Box 24446, 
Nashville, TN 37202-4446. 
Memphis contact: Rick Bray -
274-0454. 
Transexuals in Prison (TIP): 
For infonnation: JohnProwett, 
1973 Sipes, Memphis, 38127. 
Tsarus:(Leather-Levi club) 
Box 41082, Memphis, 38174-
1082. 
Wings:(Leather-Levi club) 
Box 41784, Memphis, 38174-
1784. 
Women of Leather: 181 N. 
Willett, Memphis, 38104 - 726-
5263. 

MEDIA 

AIDS Update: newspaper 
published by the Aid to End 
AIDS Committee - 458-AIDS. 
Gay Alternative: radio pro­
gram, Mon. 6:00-7:00 PM, 
WEVL: FM 90 - Box 41773, 
Memphis, 38174. 
Gaze: monthly newspaper: 
published by the Memphis Gay 
Coalition - Box 3038, Mem­
phis, 38173-0038 - 454-1411. 
The Personals: Gay Computer 
Bulletin Board - 300 or 1200 
baud - 274-6713. 
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HELPLINES 

AIDS Switchboard: 458-
AIDS. 
Gay Switchboard: 324-
GAYS. 
LINC: 725-8895. 
Narcotics Anonymous: 276-
LIVE. 
Rape Crisis: 528-2161. 
SuiCide & Crisis Interven­
tion: 274-7477. 

COUNSELING SERVICES 
Becky Caperton, MS: Coun­
seling -327-9758 
Carole Taylor, MS: Counsel­
ing - 458-7098. 
Northeast Mental Health 
Center: 382-3880. 

LEGAL SERVICES 

Susan Mackenzie, Attorney 
At Law: 147 Jefferson Ave., 
Suite 909, Memphis, 38103-
2218 - 527-8890. 

RESTAURANTS & BARS 

Another Bar: 1351 Autumn -
278-5348. 
Apartment: 343 Madison -
525-9491. 

. .  

Barbara's: 1474 Madison 
278-4313. 
GDI on the River: 287 S. Front 
Street - 526-1038. 
J-Wags: 1268 Madison - 725-
1909. 
Pipeline: 1382 Poplar - 726-
5263. 
WKRB in Memphis: 1528 
Madison - 278-9321. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Airport Adult Theatre: 2214 
Brooks Rd E.- 345-0657. 
The Book Mart: 852 S. Cooper 
- 278-9546. 
Cherokee Adult Book Store: 
2947 Lamar - 744-7494. 
Fantasy World: -1814 Win­
chester - 346-2086. 
Getwell Book Mart: 1275 
Getwell - 454-7765. 
Getwell Adult Book Store: 
1617 Getwell - 745-9054. 
Men of Leather: 1266 Madi­
son - 722-8963. 
Paris Adult Entertainment 
Center: 2432 Summer - 323-· 
2665. 
Star Search Video: 1264 
Madison - 272-ST AR. 
Tobacco Corner Newsroom: 
669 Mendenhall Rd S.- 682-
3326& 1803 Unipn - 726-1622. 


