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Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community

The Memphis Gay and LesbianCommunity Center (MGLCC) andFriends for Life (FFL) will meet todiscuss forming a closer relationshipto address health—related support ser—vices for the gay, lesbian, bisexualand transgender (GLBT) community
itfigfggllthe ‘Center‘s monthly Town Hall

|

f
  

Meeting Sun., May 6, at 6 p.m. at

the new First Congregational Church

site (formerlyGreaterImani Church,

nCooper, just south of Cooper and

Young).

MembersofMG  

ing the—GLBT community ranging

from expanding HIV support, smok—

ingcessation, drug and chemical de—

pendency, and breast cancer issues.

Both groups hope to combine their

resources to expand volunteer ser—

   

vices and programming to give indi—

viduals seeking such assistance a

place to find help.

Kim Moss, interim director of

FFL, said that since FFL originated

from the gay community it is impera—

tive to develop a strong link with or—

ganizations like MGLCC.

willsitdown and address topics fac—
$

"It is my feeling that since Friends

for Life originally came out of the

gay community that is where we

should certainly have a strong link.

Granted, HIV/AIDS isa disease of

all persons. However, our commu—

nity continues to be that which is

most affected. I would ‘like to make

volunteer opportunities available to

membersof the community center

while also encouraging the staff of

FFL to participate in activities of the

Community Center," Moss said.

_.Mosssaid he wouldliketouti
lizethe expertise of members of the

MGLCC in FFL‘s program planning

and implementation when possible.

He said he hopes to conduct joint

programs that deal with health issues

that affect all in the community and

facilitate partnerships that are mutu—

ally beneficial to both organizations.

"I am very open to other aspects

of the relationship and welcome sug—

gestions. I feel that with collective

strength, both groups can benefit,"

Moss said. &

Members of the MGLCC are de—

lighted to forge such a partnership

 

Center, Friends for Life to Form Alliance

with FFL. s

"One of our goals for the next 36

months is to expand health—related

services for the GLBTcommunity,"

said Len Piechowski. "We are hon—

ored to put our heads together with

the Friends for Life organization and

to use their expertise and advice on

how best to do that."

MGLCC‘s overall goal over the

next 36 months is to raise $250,000,

as well as to expand programming,
  

  
 

  

  
r he building f

raised will be used to purchase and/

or renovate the center‘s own build—

ing. Currently, the center is trying

to secure temporary space to in—

crease programming and, thus, in—

crease interest in having a permanent

home for the community center.

Additional information and a

scheduleof events can be found on

the center‘s website at

www.memphisgayweb.org or sim—

ply by contacting the automated

Switchboard at (901) 324—GAYS

(4297) or e—mail:

memphisgaycenter@yahoo.com.

 

 

By Allen Cook 

Twopeople have been injured in

the last month in separate incidents

at two area gay and lesbian bars.

The first occurred at about 3 a.m.

on Sun., Apr. 15, at the Backstreet

parking lot; the second at about mid—

night on Sat., Apr. 21, at Amnesia.

According to the police report, on

Apr. 15 Patrick H. Wood, 32, of

Louisville, Miss., was allegedly at—

tacked by Anthony Wilson Pierce,

20, of Memphis.

Wood said that during an argu—

ment with Pierce he was punched

several times and fell down half a

flight of steps. Wood received lac—

erations to the face and head, and

was transported to Methodist Cen—

tral where he refused treatment. .

During the police investigation,

Pierce apparently returned to the

scene and told the investigating of—

ficer that Wood shoved him first.

Pierce said Wood heard someone call

him "faggot" and that Wood mistak—

enly thought it was him (Pierce).

No one was arrested. Assaults—not

witnessed by the police are "simple

assaults" and are considered misde—

meanors. The victim must press

charges for the case to continue.

It was unclear at presstime

whether or not Wood would press

charges.

In a separate incident Sat., Apr.

22, Angela Lamb was attacked by a

knife—wielding female assailant in the

Amnesia parking lot. Lamb was

leafleting cars there with information

promoting the Twinkie Museum.

Robbery did not appear to be the

motive of the attack.

Two Hurt in Separate Parking Lot

Attacks at Local Gay Bars
According to Lamb, the woman

approached her and asked for a flyer
which she took. She then returned,
offered to help distribute them and
then attacked Lamb with the knife.

Lamb received several serious
lacerations in the head and hand and
was taken to the trauma unit at The
Med. She was released the follow—
ing day.

Lamb is the calendar editor of the
Triangle Journal News and is active
with the Memphis Gay and Lesbian
Community Center, sponsor of the
Twinkie Museum.

No suspects were arrested in this
incident, but the altercation was ap—
parently caught on the security cam—
eras that cover the parking lot. Lamb
was leafleting with other volunteers,
but those helping her were in other
areas of the lot.

money |

 

MAY 2001

| GayRightsAre La
f in Maryland

 

Spring Pride Picnic

 

 
By Allen Cook 

Several hundred gays and lesbi—
‘ans adorned with rainbows of all
sorts converged on the Rainbow
Lake picnic ground at Overton Park
in Memphis on Sun., Apr. 22, for a
beautiful day in the park. The city
was also celebrating Earth Day there.

The picnic is one of two annual
picnics sponsored by Memphis
Pride, Inc. as part of a community

Draws Crowdat Park

    
  
  
  

 

  
  
  
  

  

     

  

awareness campaign. The second is
usually held in October in conjunc—
tion with National Coming Out Day.

The picnic featured food, games,
a raffle and a pet contest. A large
number of people brought their pets
and entered them in the contest.

Nominations were also taken for
the Memphis Pride Awards which
will be handed out during the Mem—
phis Pride event to be held at the Mid—
South Coliseum on June 16.
 

 
The World‘s First Gay Marriage Frank Wittebrood (L.) and Peter Lemke
proudly show their wedding rings during the world‘s first official gay
marriage, in Amsterdam Apr. 1. Two lesbian brides and six gay grooms
became the world‘s first homosexuals to wedlegally, minutes aftera Dutch
law allowing same—sex matrimony went into effect.



Another One Bites the Dust

 
By Allen Cook
 

We were saddened to hear this

month of the demise of Black and

White Men Together‘s Memphis

chapter. While we have had our dif—

ferences with some of the actions

ofthis group in the past, we feel that

— overall they provided a voice that,

is all too rarely heard in the gay and

lesbian community.

T have always wondered how gay

people — especially white‘ gay

people can harbor prejudices

against any other group when they,

themselves, are discriminated

against in so many ways. And yet it

clearly happens.

Throughout

 

tain bars — was an early form of dis—

crimination that Black and White

Men Together actively fought. Other

subtler ways of discrimination took

the form of poor service or simply

ignoringblack patrons. The rule of

thumb seemed to be that any num—

‘ber above 10% was unacceptable

and that once that level was reached,

it became harder and harder for ad—

ditional blacks to gain admittance.

While we doubt that all traces of

racial discrimination are gone, we

feel sure that at least the most obvi—

ous forms have abated. We can

credit Black and White Men To—

gether for raising the conciousness

of our community to the issue.

The 19 years of BWMT‘s exist—

‘— ence also saw
 the years that I

have been active

in the gay com—

munity, the issue

of— discrimina—

tion at certain
bars has come up  

Opinions expressed in

editorials,commentaries

and letters are thoseof

the authors. = ._

the rise of
AIDS in our
community and
BWMT —re—
sponded to it by
holding safer

  
time and again.
The theory (at least to some club
owners) is or was that as the pro—
portion of black patrons increased,
the level of white patrons would
decrease. Therefore, they assumed
that in order to keep their (white,
and in their minds "better") clien—
tele, they must limit the number of
blacks patronizing their establish—
ments.

The discrimination took a num—
ber of forms. "Carding" — asking
for extra IDs of African Americans
‘to discourage their entrance to cer— __

sex seminars
and distributing condoms — espe—
cially in the African American com—
munity. The Memphis chapter even
received grant money from the Ten—
nessee State Dept. of Health to pro—
vide AIDS education services to a
population that increasingly became
more at risk.

All organizations, regardless of
their noble precepts, have a life span.
Like most organisms, those life
spans vary. Typically members
come and go, but the people in—
volved in keeping theorganization_ lea.
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together remain the same. Unfortu—
nately, those people also have per—
sonal lives to lead, and can burn out.
You can‘t blame them.

We‘ve seen this happen with the
Memphis Gay and Lesbian Coali—
tion, the Bluff City Sports Associa—
tion, the Lambda Men‘s Chorus and
most recently the Gay and Lesbian
Book Club. As our community di—
versifies and more and more options
for our involvement are developed,
there seem to be fewer and fewer
  

 

  

MY FRIENDS IN THE RELIGIOUS

GIVING ME A HARD TIME

FOR NAMING A GAY MAN TO BE

MY NEW AIDS CZAR, SCOTT...

ttment:

~ "C TOI C OBS

—The Triangle Journal News welcomes letters

—

__

from its readers. Letters should be be as

ff"; short as reasonable and typed if possible. Although

"_ names may be withheld on request, all letters should be

signed and include a phone numberfor verification.

Anonymous letters will not be printed. All letters are

subject to editing for spelling, punctuation and

® grammar. However, every effort will be made

to maintain the original intent of the writer. Letters should bemailed
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to lead an organization for many

years.
‘When I came out in 1973 or so,

the number of gay and lesbian orga—

nizations in Memphis could be

counted on one hand — two at the

most. Today, as our own resource

page will attest, there is a vast num—

ber of organizations vying for your

participation. And a good many of

them are holding on by a thread and

the committment of one or two of

their members.

It seems inevitable that as we

tof Triangle Journal News, P.O. Box 11485, Memphis, TN 381 11—0485 or

faxed to (901) 454—1411. Our e—mail address is MemphisTJN@aol.com.

Dr. and Mrs.

Drake Invite

You to Join

PFLAG

Dear family and friends,

As most of you know, Myrna and

Ihave been members ofPFLAG (Par—

ents, Families and Friends of Lesbi—

ans and Gays) for about 15 years. We

started the Memphis chapter. For two

years I have been on the national

board, and I was elected national presi—

dent in October. I have never been a

president of a national organization

before. I have always believed in this

group since my first day. It‘s great

working with an organization that

makes such a difference in the world.

We support families who have a gay,

lesbian, bisexual ortransgendered

(GLBT) family member; we educate

ourselves and others about homosexu—

ality; and we are advocates for our

GLBT loved ones.

(You may know that the Maryland

legislature just passed a gay rights law.

But did you know that it was a PFLAG

mom who promoted the idea of the

governor‘s commission to study the

issue, which led to passage after years

offailure?)

Which leads me to you... my

friends. If you‘re not yet a member of

PFLAG, this is my invitation for you

to become a member or make a spe—

cial gift. You do not have to have a

family member who is gay, lesbian,

bisexual or transgender (GLBT) to

support PFLAG. You only have to

believe that all of us deserve equal

rights. You may or may not be a GLBT

person yourself. If you are not a mem—

ber, please join a chapter. If there is

no chapter near you, you can be an "at—

large" member, or begin your Own

chapter. If you do not wish to join, you

can send a donation to help us in our

work. If you wish, we will keep your

name anonymous. We will not send

your name or address to someone else.

‘And for all of you who are already a

._ I‘D SURE APPRECIATE I

IE YOU WOULD DUMP YOUR

— BOYFRIEND AND START

DATING MARY CHENEY.

 

   

  

    

  

    

 

 

 

progress as a community, some of

the organzations that have helped

our progress will fall by the wayside

— their goals abosorbed by other

groups, their membership leaving to

become involved in other interests,

their leadership burned out. And

while it‘s regrettable to see any Or—

ganization fade away, it‘s always

good to remember the significant

strides these groups made.

While we didn‘t always agree with

BWMT‘s tactics, there is no doubtthat

it was effective. It will be missed.

member of a chapter, and send in regu—

lar donations, this is my way of say—

ing "Thank you very much."

Just click on www.pflag.org/Se—

cure—Content/joinform .html. That is

our new web page giving site. Please

look at it, and give us your feedback,

even if you do not wish to send a gift.

If you wish to send a gift, just press

the "Give" button.

If you do not wish to give to a web

page, just send a check to: f

PFLAG, 1726 M Street NW Suite

400, Washington, DC 20036

I appreciate the fact that you are

all friends and family. Despite my en—

thusiasm for my organization, I will

not ask you for money again during

my two years in office. And I will have

no way of knowing who did or did not

join unless you wish to share that with

me. But I hope you will feel comfort—

able adding your voice for equality for

our children and loved ones.

This month at PFLAG we‘re send—

ing organizing packets to our 450

chapters and affiliates to help them

with year two of our major safe

schools initiative. We were amazingly

successful here in Memphis, of all

places. So your money will be put to

good use. f

If there are other friends or family

who you think would be interested in

PFLAG, please pass this message to

them. And thank you very much for

your patience, your friendship, and for

being there for Myrna and me all these

years. >

Myrna and Arnold Drake

Memphis

 



 

 

 

 

> wn with the#1

its kind.f VIRACEPIwo

been helping all k

eir lives on their ow 15.

f ives future options. When choosing
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ca b l e t $ a n d or a 1

VIRACEPT is indicated in combination with

other antiretroviral agents for the treat—

ment of HIV infection..The most common

side effect of VIRACEPT is diarrhea, which

can usually be controlled with over—the—

counter treatments. Some prescription

and non—prescription drugs and sup—

‘plements should not be taken with

VIRACEPT, so talk to your doctor first.

For some people, protease inhibitors

have been associated with the onset

or worsening of diabetes mellitus

and hyperglycemia, changes ID.,

body fat, and increased bleeding

in hemophiliacs.

efer to the important informa—

on on the next page. For

more information, call toll

free 1—888—VIRACEPT or visit

www.viracept.com.

 

H National Prescription Audit! Aagoea a
nd Agouron are registered Aiouron ae)

901, Agouran Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserve

 

May2001 — Triangle Journal News — Page 3

 



J
o

 

_ infections, and Kaposi’grggarcqn‘lai % aes a.

There is no proof thatVIRACEPT canreduce the risk of transmitting HIV.—
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Agouron

A Pfizer Company

VIRACEPT®

(nelfinavir mesylate)

Tablew- and Oral P0wder_

Information for Patients

about VIRACEPT® (Vi—ra—cept)
Generic Name: nelfinavir (nel—FIN—na—veer) mesylate

For the Treatment of Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Infection

Please read this information carefully before taking VIRACEPT. Also,

please read this leaflet each time you renew the prescription, just in

case anything has changed. This is a summary and not a replacement
‘for a careful discussion with your doctor. You and your doctor should

_ discuss VIRACEPT when you start taking this medication and at regular
checkups. You should remain under a doctor‘s care when taking

VIRACEPT and should not change or stop treatment withoutfirst talking
with your doctor."

WHAT IS VIRACEPT AND HOW DOES IT WORK?

VIRACEPTis used in combination with other antiretroviral drugs in the

treatment of people with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection.
Infection with HIV leads to the destruction of CD4 T cells, which are

important to the immune system. After a large number of CD4 cells

have been destroyed, the infected person develops acquired immune
deficiency syndrome (AIDS). . :

VIRACEPT works by blocking HIV protease (a protein—cuttingenzyme),
which is required for HIV to multiply. VIRACEPT has been shown to

significantly reduce the amount of HIV in the blood. Although VIRACEPT

is not a cure for HIV or AIDS, VIRACEPT can help reduce your risk for

death and illness associated with HIV. Patients who took VIRACEPT also
had significantincreases in the number of CD4 cell count.

VIRACEPT is usually taken together with other antiretroviral drugs

such as Retrovir® (zidovudine, AZT), Epivir® (lamivudine, 3TC), or

Zerit® (stavudine, d47). Taking VIRACEPT in combination with other
antiretroviral drugs reduces the amount of HIV in the body (viral load)
and raises CD4 counts.

VIRACEPT may be taken by adults, adolescents, and children 2 years of
age or older. Studies in infants younger than—2 years of age are now
taking place.

DOES VIRACEPT CURE HIV OR AIDS?

VIRACEPT is not a cure for HIV infection or AIDS. People taking

VIRACEPT may still develop opportunistic infections or other conditions

associated with HIV infection. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, —
herpes virus infections, Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC)

WHO SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT TAKE VIRACEPT?

Together with your doctor, you need to decide whether VIRACEPT is

appropriate for you. In making your decision, the following should be
considered: —

Allergies: If you have had a serious allergic reaction to VIRACEPT,

you must not take VIRACEPT. You should also inform your doctor,
nurse, or pharmacist of any known allergies to substances such as
other medicines, foods, preservatives, or dyes.

If you are pregnant: The effects of VIRACEPT on pregnant women or

their unborn babies are not known. If you are pregnant or plan to —

become pregnant, you should tell your doctor before taking VIRACEPT.

If you are breast—feeding: You should discuss with your doctor the

best way to feed your baby. You should be aware that if your baby does

not already have HIV, there is a chance that it can be transmitted through
breast—feeding. Women should not breast—feed if they have HIV.

Children: VIRACEPT is available for the treatmentof children 2 through
13 years of age with HIV. There is a powder form of VIRACEPT that can

be mixed with milk, baby formula, or foods like pudding. Instructions on

how to take VIRACEPT powder can be found in a later section that
discusses how VIRACEPT Oral Powder should be prepared.

If you have liver disease: VIRACEPT has not been studied in people

with liver disease.If you haveliver disease, you should tell your doctor
before taking VIRACEPT.

Other medical problems: Certain medical problems may affect the

use of VIRACEPT. Some people taking protease inhibitors have developed
new or more serious diabetes or high blood sugar. Some people with

hemophilia have had increased bleeding. It is not known whether the

protease inhibitors caused these problems. Be sure to tell your doctorif

you have hemophilia types A and B, diabetes mellitus, or an increase in
thirst and/or frequent urination.

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking protease
inhibitors. These changes may include increased amountof fat in the

upper back and neck ("buffalo hump"), breast, and around the trunk. Loss

of fat from the face, legs and arms may also happen. The cause and
long—term health effects of these conditions are not known at this time.

CAN VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER MEDICATIONS?

VIRACEPT may interact with other drugs, including those you take

without a prescription. You must discuss with your doctor any drugs

that you are taking or are planning to take before you take VIRACEPT. —

Drugs you should not take with VIRACEPT:

Hismanal® (astemizole, for allergies)

Propulsid® (cisapride, for heartburn)

Cordarone® (amiodarone, for irregular heartbeat)

Quinidine (for irregular heartbeat), also known as

Quinaglute®, Cardioquin®, Quinidex, and others

Ergot derivatives (Cafergot® and others, for migraine headache)

Halcion® (triazolam)

Versed® (midazolam)

Mevacor® (lovastatin, for cholesterol lowering)

Zocor® (simvastatin, for cholesterol lowering)

Taking the above drugs with VIRACEPT may cause serious and/orlife—
threatening adverse events.

Rifampin (for tuberculosis), also known as Rimactane®, Rifadin®,
Rifater®, or Rifamate®

This drug reduces blood levels of VIRACEPT.

Dose reduction required if you take VIRACEPT with: Mycobutin®
(rifabutin, for MAC); you will need to take a lower dose of Mycobutin.

A change of therapy should be considered if you are taking
VIRACEPT with:

Phenobarbital

Phenytoin (Dilantin® and others)

Carbamazepine (Tegretol® and others)

These agents may reduce the amount of VIRACEPTin your blood and
make it less effective.

Oral contraceptives ("the pill")

If you are taking the pill to prevent pregnancy, you should use a different
type of contraception since VIRACEPT may reduce the effectiveness of
oral contraceptives.

Special considerations

Before you take Viagra® (sildenafil) with VIRACEPT, talk to your doctor

about possible drug interactions and side effects. If you take Viagra and

VIRACEPT together, you may be at increased risk of side effects of Viagra

such as low blood pressure, visual changes, and penile erection lasting
more than 4 hours.If an erection lasts longer than 4 hours, you should

seek immediate medical assistanceto avoid permanent damage to your
penis. Your doctor can explain these symptoms to you.

It is not recommended to take VIRACEPT with the cholesterol—lowering

drugs Mevacor® (lovastatin) or Zocor® (simvastatin) because of possible
drug interactions. There is also an increased risk of drug interactions

between VIRACEPT and Lipitor® (atorvastatin) and Baycol® (cerivastatin);
talk to your doctor before you take eitherof these cholesterol reducing
drugs with VIRACEPT.

Taking St. John‘s wort (hypericum perforatum), an herbal product sold as

a dietary supplement, or products containing St. John‘s wort with VIRACEPT

is not recommended. Talk with your doctorif you are taking or are planning
to take St. John‘s wort. Taking St. John‘s wort may decrease VIRACEPT

levels and lead to increased viral load and possible resistance to VIRACEPT
or cross resistance to other antiretroviral drugs.

HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER ANTI—HIV DRUGS?

Taking VIRACEPT together with other anti—HIV drugs increases their ability
to fight the virus. It also reduces the opportunity for resistant viruses to

grow. Based on your history of taking other anti—HIV medicine, your doctor
will direct you on how to take VIRACEPT and other anti—HIV medicines.

These drugs should be taken in a certain order or at specific times. This

will depend on how many times a day each medicine should be taken. It

will also depend on whetherit should be taken with or without food.

— Nucleosideanalogues:Nodruginteraction problemswereseen when
VIRACEPT was given with: ___

Retrovir® (zidovudine, AZT)

Epivir® (lamivudine, 3TC®)

Zerit® (stavudine, d4T)

Videx® (didanosine, dd)

If you are taking both Videx (ddl) and VIRACEPT:

Videx should be taken without food, on an empty stomach. Therefore,
you should take VIRACEPT with food one hour after or more than two
hours before you take Videx.

Nonnucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors (NNRTis):

When VIRACEPT is taken together with:Viramune® (nevirapine) The

amount of VIRACEPT in your blood may be reduced. Studies are now

taking place to learn about the safety of combining VIRACEPT with
Viramune.

Sustiva""" (efavirenz)

The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood may be increased. A dose

adjustmentis not needed when VIRACEPT is used with Sustiva.

Other NNRTis

VIRACEPT has not been studied with other NNRTis.

Other protease inhibitors:
When VIRACEPT is taken together with:

Crixivan® (indinavir)

The amount of both drugs in your blood may be increased. Currently, there
are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.

Norvir® (ritonavir)

The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood may be increased. Currently, there
are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.

Invirase® (saquinavir)

The amount of saquinavir in your blood may be increased. Currently, there
are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.

WHAT ARE THE SIDE EFFECTS OF VIRACEPT?

Like all medicines, VIRACEPT can cause side effects. Most of the side
effects experienced with VIRACEPT have been mild to moderate. Diarrhea
is the most common side effect in people taking VIRACEPT, and most

adult patients had at least mild diarrhea at some point during treatment.
In clinical studies, about 15—20% of patients receiving VIRACEPT 750 mg

(three tablets) three times daily or 1250 mg (five tablets) two times daily
had four or more loose stools a day. In most cases, diarrhea can be controlled
using antidiarrheal medicines, such as Imodium® A—D (loperamide) and
others, which are available without a prescription.

Other side effects that occurred in 2% or more of patients receiving
VIRACEPT include nausea, gas and rash.

There were other side effects noted in clinical studies that occurred in

less than 2% of patients receiving VIRACEPT. However, these side effects
may have been due to other drugs that patients were taking or to the

illness itself. Except for diarrhea, there were not many differences in side
effects in patients who took VIRACEPT along with other drugs compared
with those who took only the other drugs. For a complete list of side
effects, ask your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist.

HOW SHOULD I TAKE VIRACEPT?

VIRACEPT is available only with your doctor‘s prescription. Your doctor

may prescribe the light blue VIRACEPT Tablets either as 1250 mg (five

tablets) taken two times a day or as 750 mg (three tablets) taken three

times a day. VIRACEPT should always be taken with a meal or a light

snack. VIRACEPT tablets are film—coated to help make the tablets easier
to swallow.

Take VIRACEPT exactly as directed by your doctor. Do not increase

or decrease any dose or the number of doses per day. Also, take this
medicine for the exact period of time that your doctor has instructed.

Do not stop taking VIRACEPT without first consulting with your
doctor, even if you are feeling better.

Only take medicine that has been prescribed specifically for you. Do not
give VIRACEPT to others or take medicine prescribed for someone else.

The dosing of VIRACEPT may be different for you than for other patients.

Follow the directions from your doctor, exactly as written on the

label. The amount of VIRACEPT in the blood should remain somewhat

consistent overtime. Missing doses will cause the concentration of
VIRACEPT to decrease; therefore, you should not miss any doses.

However, if you miss a dose, you should take the dose as soon as

possible and then take your next scheduled dose and future doses
as originally scheduled.

Dosing in adults (including children 14 years of age and older)

The recommended adult dose of VIRACEPT is 1250 mg (five tablets)

takesvo times a day or 750 mg (three tablets) taken three times a
day. Each dose should be taken with a meal orlight snack.

Dosing in children 2 to 13 years of age

The VIRACEPT dose in children depends on their weight. The recommended

dose is 20 to 30 mg/kg (or 9 to 14 mg/pound) per dose, taken three

times daily with a meal or light snack. This can be administered eitherin

tablet form or, in children unable to take tablets, as VIRACEPT Oral Powder.

Dose instructions will be provided by the child‘s doctor. The dose will be
given three times daily using the measuring scoop provided, a measuring

teaspoon, or one or more tablets depending on the weight and age of
the child. The amount of oral powderor tablets to be given to a child is
described in the chart below.

 
Pediatric Dose to Be Administered Three Times Daily
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Body Weight Number of Number of Number of
Kg Lb Level Scoops*® |Level Teaspoonst Tablets

| T5 |155t0 85 4 j —~z

8.5 to <10.5 18.5 to <23 5 114 ——

10.5 to <12 23 to <26.5 6 112 ——

12 to <14 26.5 to <31 L 134 ———

14t0 <16 31 to <35 8 2 me

16 to <18 35 to <39.5 9 21 =—

18 to <23 39.5 to <50.5 10 2 1/2 2

223 250.5 15 334 3
     

In measuring oral powder, the scoop or teaspoon should be level.

—* 1 level scoop contains 50 mg of VIRACEPT. Use only the scoop
provided with your VIRACEPT bottle.

t 1 level teaspoon contains 200 mg of VIRACEPT. Note: A measuring
teaspoon used for dispensing medication should be used for

measuring VIRACEPT Oral Powder. Ask your pharmacist to make sure
you have a medication dispensing teaspoon.

How should VIRACEPT Oral Powder be prepared?

The oral powder may be mixed with a small amount of water, milk,

formula, soy formula, soy milk, dietary supplements, or dairy foods
such as pudding or ice cream. Once mixed, the entire amount must be
taken to obtain the full dose.

Do not mix the powder with any acidic food or juice, such as orange or

grapefruit juice, apple juice, or apple sauce, because this may create a
bitter taste.

Once the powderis mixed,it may be stored at room temperature or

refrigerated for up to 6 hours. Do not heat the mixed dose onceit has
been prepared.

Do not add water to bottles of oral powder.

VIRACEPT powderis supplied with a scoop for measuring. For help in

determining the exact dose of powder for your child, please ask your
doctor, nurse, or pharmacist.

VIRACEPT Oral Powder contains aspartame, a low—calorie sweetener,

and therefore should not be taken by children with phenylketonuria (PKU).

HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE STORED?

Keep VIRACEPT and all other medicines out of the reach of children.

Keep bottle closed and store at room temperature (between 59°F and
86°F) away from sources of moisture such as a sink or other damp

place. Heat and moisture may reduce the effectiveness of VIRACEPT.

Do not keep medicine that is out of date or that you no longer need. Be
sure thatif you throw any medicine away, it is out of the reach of children.

Discuss all questions about your health with your doctor. If you have .
questions about VIRACEPT or any other medication you are taking, ask

yourdoctor, nurse, or pharmacist. You can also call 1.888.VIRACEPT
(1.888.847.2237) toll free.

Call 1.888.VIRACEPT

VIRACEPT and Agouronare registered trademarks of Agouron
Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Copyright ©2000, Agouron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserved.

Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
A Pfizer Company r

Agouron Pharmaceuticals Inc.

La Jolla, California, 92037, USA

L203—0000 PPI Rev. 05/18/00
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Equality Tennes
see Sets

LGCJto Publish Booko
n

Hate andDiscr
imination

in Tennessee

Nearly everyone reading this

newspaper has experienced dis—

crimination in one form or an—

other based on his or her actual

or perceived status as a lesbian,

gay, bisexual or transgendered

person. Yet, many state and local

politiciansas well as members of

the general public in Tennessee

believethat hate crimes, violence

and discrimination against GLBT

persons is simply not a problem

in this state. : s

Even if the state‘s hate crimes

law‘is enforced aggressively,

LGCJ realizes that it only ad—

dresses one aspect of discrimina—

tion in this state. Accordingly, in

its ongoing effort to end discrimi—

nation against GLBT persons in

Tennessee, LGCJ has launched an

offort to gather stories from

across the state to document the

long history of discrimination

against GLBT persons and those

perceived to be so.

LGCJ is seeking stories for the

book.

_ "Our legislators, council—per—

sons and other elected officials

will not be able to ignore this cho—

rus when LGCJ sends a copy to

every state legislator and many

local politicians across the state,".

said Jim Williams in the LGCJ

Communicator, the official news—

letter of the organization.

Send your stories — whether

a few sentences or several pages

—— to Williams who will be edit—

ing this book for publication in

2002. You can send stories via e—

mail to kirpor@yahoo.com.

Questions can be sent to the same

address.

If you cannot send your story

electronically, then you can send

it by mail to Jim Williams, 21 10

Portland Ave., Apt. 201, Nash—

ville, TN 37212. ®

Submissions must include a

full name and address so that a —

release form can be obtained, but

if you wish to have your name or

city abbreviated in the book or to

be listed anonymously, that can

be done.

v+

 

 

Submitted by Memphis LGCJ

The Memphis Lesbian & Gay

Coalition for Justice held its annual

eclections Mon., April 23. Jim

Maynard and Katie Hiestand were

re—elected as co—chairs Tim

Johnson was re—elected as treasurer

and Len Piechowski was elected

secretary.. _

The board is seeking persons to

chair the following committees:

+ Membership

* Fundraising

« Media & Public Relations

* Education

» Qutreach —

Anyone interested in chairing a

committee and joining the Mem—

phis LGCJ Board, please contact

LGCJ at mlgej@yahoo.com ,; write

LGCJ PO Box 241363, Memphis

TN 38124 or call 327—2677.

In lieu of monthly "membership

meetings," it was decided to sim—

Justice Coalition
Officers

|

‘Elected
for200

1—
———|,

ply have open board meetings,

which any member is welcome to

attend. The time and place of

monthly board meetings will be

announced.

Thanks for everyone‘ s support...

and don‘t forget to join or renew

your membership for 2001.

Memphis Lesbian & Gay Coa—

lition for Justice is a local non—

profit civil rights organization

which promotes equal rights for

lesbian, gay men, bisexuals and

transgender people and opposes

prejudice and discrimination

through education and outreach to

the Memphis community and

mainstream political activism.

Membership is open to all who sup—

port the purpose of LGCJ.

LGCJ can be reached at P.O.

Box 241363 Memphis, TN 38 124;

e—mail mlgej@yahoo.com; web

page www.geocities.com/mlge}

 

 

 

THEMID—TOWNERS

New Friends — Old Friends

Maybe Even a Date!!

No Politics — Just Fun

James Bailey 342—4630

or Linda Etherton 323—3111 —

Advertising space donated as a public service of the Triangle Journal News

Fun with a Ball

Call

 
 

Statewide Mee
ting

 

Submitted by Equality Tennessee

Equality Tennesse will be hav—

ing a statewide meeting Sat., May

5, in Nashville, exact time and

‘place TBA, but probably 10 a.m.

to about 6 a.m.at the Nashville

Cares center.

More people are needed from

Memphis and West Tennessee to

(a) become members of EQTN

(b) become Board members of

EQTN and (c) attend this state—

wide meeting.

This meeting is for anyone

who is interested in joining

Equality Tennesee. New officers

will be elected, so it is very im—

portant that we get peeple from

Memphis at this meeting to rep—

 

Integrity Launches
Website

 

JonathanTN@juno.com

 

Submitted by Integrity/Memphis

In an effort to increase communication of Integrity ‘s ministry in

the Mid—South, Integrity—Memphis launched a new web site:

www.geocities.c0m/integrity_memphis/mai
n.html

Send comments and questions to Jonathan Cole: at

 
 

 

S

Qurfrenz Cards
... say it with Pride

AFRICAN—AMERICAN LESBIAN & GAY

GREETING CARDS

www.ourfrenz.com

 

May 5 in Nashville

resent West Tennessee.

Anyone interested in joining

Equality Tennessee, becoming ba

oard member, or needing a—ride

to Nashville on May 5, contact

Jim Maynard at 327—2677. This

is also a great way to meet GLBT

friendly folks from across Ten—

nessee.

 

Twinkie

Museum

Film Festival

Schedule

The Fifth Annual Twinkie

Museum GLBT Film Festival

will be held Thurs., Apr. 26, and

Sat. and Sun., Apr. 28—29, at Stu—

dio on the Square in Overton

Square. _

Feature presentations include:

+ The Times ofHarvey Milk at

9 p.m. on Thurs., Apr. 26,

— Edge of Seventeen on Sat.,

Apr. 28, at 1 p.m., and

+ Late Bloomers on Sun., Apt.

29, at 1 p.m. §

An opening reception will be

held at Bogie‘s in Overton

Square on Thurs,, Apt. 26, at /

Short features will be shown

from 10 a.m.— noon on Saturday

and Sunday. f

The festival is presented by the

MGLCC and is co—sponsored by

Studio on the Square.

 

 

MEMPHIS PRIDE INC.‘S

2001 PRIDE CELEBRATION

PARADE: FRDAY, JUNE 15TH

FESTIVAL: SATURDAY,JUNE 16TH

AT THE MD—SOUIH€ Ns
Ol

S
  

Z

MONDAY, MAY 21, AT 7 P.M. e HOLY TRINITY COMMUNITY CHURCH

MEMPHIS

; 2 PM.

      
   

 

; VOTING WILL TAKE PLACE FOR

2001 PARADE GRAND MARSHALS AND 2001 MPI AWARDS

BE THERE!
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GLAAD Applauds Cancellation of Dr. Laura

LOS ANGELES —Culminat—

ing its three—year public educa—

tion campaign against the rhetoric

of talk—show

—

host

—

Laura

Schlessinger, the Gay & Lesbian

Alliance Against Defamation

(GLAAD) hailed the cancellation _

of TV‘s Dr. Laura as a major vic—,

tory against defamation and dnti—

gay intolerance.

Dr. Laura, produced and dis—

tributed by Paramount Domestic

Television, ended production on

Mar. 29. The freshman TV show

has been a critical and ratings

failure since its Sept. 11, debut,

and since early November it has

been downgraded to post—mid—

night time slots in 29 of the

nation‘s top 30 media markets.

GLAAD launched its cam—

paign in 1998, when Schlessinger

began using terms such as "devi—

Triangle Journal

News

Obituary Policy

The Triangle Journal is

pleased to publish obituar—

ies or announcements of

memorial services for

members of our commu—

nity to make note of their

passing. There is.no

charge for this service

See information on page 2

on how to make

submissions.

 

— activists from across the

ant," "disordered" and "biologi—

cal error" to describe gays and

lesbians. GLAAD‘s high—profile

initiative successfully thwarted

corporate sponsorship of the

show, forcing Paramount to offer

‘deeply discounted rates and rely

almost exclusively on _

direct—order products to

fill national ad slots. In

February, GLAAD was

awarded the PR Week:

Award for Non—Profit

Team of the Year 2001

for its Schlessinger cam—

paign.

"Paramount Domes— _

tic Television justified

its decision to air Dr.

Laura by saying that it

would ‘let the people

decide,"‘" said GLAAD

Executive Director Joan

M. Garry "Well, the

people have decided.

Viewers and advertisers

alike have decided that

when given a choice,

they will choose to reject

those who advocate in—

tolerance and advance an

agenda of exclusion.

"This is a culmination

of GLAAD‘s three years

of strategic education

and advocacy work,"‘

Garry said. "In coalition

country, we have held

Laura Schlessinger ac—

countable for her defa—

mation of our community. And

we‘ ve sent a strong message that

we are no longer an easy target

for prejudice. GLAAD hopes the

cancellation of Dr. Laura will

make media corporations think

twice about giving a platform to

someone who promotes derision

and exclusion. Such decisions

will never go unchallenged."

In recent years, Schlessinger

(whose doctorate is in physiol—

 

The struggling TV talk show hosted by Dr. Laura

Schlessinger, whose outspoken commentaries outraged

—with thousands of local_ «homosexualsandspurred ratings declines, taped its final

' ie episode March 29, Paramount officials said. The

announcement came seven months after the syndicated

Dr. Laura showpremiered amid an uproar in the gayand

lesbian community. 5

ogy, not psychology or psychia—

try) has perpetuated misinforma—

tion and reinforced damaging

stereotypes about homosexuality.

She also has advocated dangerous
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GAYELLOWPAGES"

The ORIGINALLesbian, Gay, Bisexual __

& Transgender vellow pages: since1 973 f

All editions now include a SEPARATE SECTION FOR WOMEN

U.S./CANADA: $16 postpaid: Nationwide resources including headquarters

of national organizations;publications; mail order companies, etc., plus |

complete city by city information forall the States andProvinces.
GREATER NORTHEAST: $10postpaid: CT, DC, DE,
ME, MD, MA, NH, NJ, NY, OH, PA, RI, VA, VT, WV. .

SsOUTH,/SOUTHERN MIDWEST: $10 postpaid: AL, AR, AZ, DE, DC, FL, GA, HI, KS, KY,
SC, TN, TX,VA, WV, U.S. Virgin Is. __ __

us at gay—friendly stores like _.
LAMBDA RISING 800—621—6969

RENT LIGHT 800—343—4002
and many others
For free listing application, prices,
mailing labels, etc., please send
self—addressed stampedenvelope
_ ___ toRenaissance House, .

PO Box 533—TN, Village Stn, NY, NY 10014 |
Voice: 212—674—0120
Fax: 212—420—1126
gayello@banet.net —
Igayellowpages.com
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pseudo—therapies — condemned
and discredited by the psychiat—
ric and psychological communi—
ties — intended to "convert"
people from gay to straight.

"In the final analysis,
Schlessinger‘s defamatory char—

acterizations of our
lives have been ex—
posed for what they
really are: politically
motivated opinions in
the service of an anti—
gay agenda," Garry
said. "Not science;
not fact; and not the
objective, unbiased
conclusions of— a
qualified ‘Dr.‘ As a
result of this ongoing
campaign, people
across the nation both
gay and straight now
know that Dr. Laura
is not the place to find
accurate information
about sexual orienta—
tion issues." eee

Schlessinger‘s at—
tacks first came to
GLAAD‘s attention
in 1997 when she
characterized homo—
sexuality as a "bio—
logical faux pas" in
her syndicated news—
paper column. In Feb—
ruary 1998 and March
1999, GLAAD Ex—
ecutive Director Joan
M. Garry met with
Schlessinger in an un—

productive effort to educate her
about the hurtful impact of her
words.
When Schlessinger signed

with Paramount Domestic Tele—
vision for a TV talk show in mid—
1999, GLAAD launched a
campaign to bring the topic of
defamatory language into the na—
tional public consciousness. A
crucial part of the campaign in—
volved meetings between
GLAAD and senior executives at
Premiere RadioNetworks (radio
syndicator of The Dr. Laura Pro—
gram) and Paramount.
A pivotal moment in the cam—

paign occurred on March 15,
2000, when Schlessinger dis—
avowed a qualified apology she
had made to the gay community
only five days earlier. Having
demonstrated that she could not
be held accountable for her pub—
lic statements, Schlessinger‘s re—
cant prompted GLAAD to call on
Paramount to terminate its plans
to produce her TV show.

"From the beginning, we knew
GLAAD‘s case against Laura
Schlessinger would prevail or
crumble based on the credibility of
our message and research," Garry
said. "We documented Laura‘s
words verbatim and in context for
two years. We took our case to
Schlessinger herself twice, to Pre—
miere Radio Networks and to Para—
mount in an effort to effect change

from within the system. Once it be—
came clear that neither Schlessinger
nor her media partners had any in—
tention of taking responsibility for
her public comments, we took our
case to advertisers, local television
stations and the American public."

Beginning in April, GLAAD
—and local community coalitions be—
gan meeting with station managers
in nine of the top ten media mar—
kets who had purchased Dr. Laura
for airing in the fall. In May,
GLAAD expanded its work
through "Local Laura Activism:
Step by Step," a groundbreaking
online initiative that gave local ac—
tivists across the country the tools
they needed to plan, ask for and
conduct meetings with their local
TV stations, educate advertisers,
and work with their local media to
increase public awareness of
Schlessinger‘s harmful rhetoric.

In May, GLAAD placed ads in
major daily newspapers and ad—
vertising trade publications dis—
couraging companies and their
media buyers from associating
their brands with Schlessinger‘s
messages of intolerance. The ads
also expanded GLAAD‘s base of
support to include the National ©
Mental Health Association, the
National

—

Organization for
Women, People for the American:
Way, and the National Confer—
ence for Community and Justice.
GLAAD also worked with lesbian
and gay employee groups within
major sponsors of daytime televi—
sion to discourage media buys on
the show. Advertisers that with—
drew their support from
Schlessinger‘s TV and radio pro—
grams include Procter & Gamble;
Sears, Roebuck and Co.; General
Foods; Xerox; AT&T; Kraft;
Pillsbury; and dozens of other
major brands.

Dr. Laura debuted in Septem—
ber to low ratings, obscure adver—
tisers, blistering reviews, and .
GLAAD‘s continuing efforts‘ to
identify and dissuade companies
from sponsoring the show. Since
its debut week, the show‘s ratings
have dropped 50 percent from a
high of 1.8 to a 0.9, and the show
has undergone two retoolings. In
the last four months, markets rep—
resenting more than 70 percent of
the nation‘s TV homes — includ—
ing all of the top 10 markets —
have downgraded the show to
post—midnight timeslots.

"The cancellation of Dr. Laura
offers Schlessinger yet another
opportunity to do the right thing,"
Garry said. "GLAAD calls on
Schlessinger to publicly state that
she will stop using her self—de—
scribed ‘hurtful words‘ to charac—
terize‘ the lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender community.
Whatever happens, GLAAD will
continue to keep an eye on
Schlessinger, and we‘ll hold her
accountable again if she contin—
ues her defamatory attacks."

 

  



 

Rutland HeraldWins Pulitzer for

Civil Unions Editorials

 

By Ross Sneyd

Associated Press Writer
 

RUTLAND, Vt. (AP) — The

Rutland Herald braved a barrage

of letters opposing its editorials in

favor of civil unions for gay

couples, editorials that brought the

small, 207—year—old newspaper a

Pulitzer Prize.

The Herald, which bills itself as

the oldest family—owned continu—

ously published daily in the nation,

has a circulation of 22,000 — and

a long tradition of taking strong

editorial stands.

The winner, Editorial Page Edi—

tor David Moats, wrote 20 editaori—

als during last year‘s legislative

session, urging lawmakers to adopt

a system that would give gays and

lesbians the rights and benefits of

marriage. The Legislature did not

create gay marriages as such but,

in a first—in—the—nation measure,

approved civil unions that give

most of the same benefits as mar—

riage.

"I‘m flying high," Moats, 53,

said as champagne was passed

around the newsroom.

The award was the first Pulitzer

ever for a Vermont newspaper.

"It‘s the most proud moment of

this newspaper‘s long career," said

Steve Baumann, the Herald‘s act—

ing managing editor. "We may be

small here, but we are great."

Moats, who came to the paper in

1992, said he never had any second

thoughts about the getting ahead of

the opinions of its readers.

"Any newspaper that deals with

issues of civil rights and human

rights is going to find itself in the

minority sometimes and it doesn‘t

matter," he said.

The Herald was filled day after

day with letters to the editor and

opinion columns denouncing both

the newspaper and lawmakers who

supported the law. Three of four

state representatives from the city

who voted in favor of civil unions

were defeated in their bids for re—

election last fall.

Having the editorial support of

the Herald, with its nearly state—

wide reach, was important to poli—

ticians making a tough decision and

"helped morale,"said Rep. Thomas

Little, chairman of the Judiciary

Committee that drafted the law.

Moats‘ editorials followed in

the tradition of the late longtime

publisher Robert Mitchell, re—

nowned for staking out principled

positions sometimes at odds with

his readers. Mitchell was publisher

for more than half a century when

he died in 1993. The paper is now

owned by Mitchell‘s children.

Federal Court Dismisses Religious

Challenge to Gay Rights Law in

Historic ‘Total Victory for Fairness‘

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — In a_

_resounding victory for civil rights

laws in general — and gay rights

_ Taws in particular — a federal

court on Mar. 21 dismissed a

Kentucky doctor‘s lawsuit that

sought to strike down a local or—

dinance which he claimed vio—

lated his religious liberties and

free speech rights.

"This is a total victory for fair—

ness," said Leslie Cooper, staff

attorney at the American Civil

Liberties Union‘s Lesbian & Gay

Rights Project, which represented

the local group that lobbied for

passage of the civil rights law.

"[This] decision says that every—

one has to obey civil rights laws."

Dr. J. Barrett Hyman, a Bap—

tist and local gynecologist, sued

the city of Louisville and

Jefferson County two years ago.

He claimed that by barring him

from discriminating on the bases

of sexual orientation and gender

identity in his medical business,

the ordinances would punish him

for his religious beliefs.

Hyman was represented by Pat

Robertson‘s American Center for

Law and Justice, in a case that

quickly became a national focal

point in the debate over whether

individual religious beliefs

"trump" gay rights laws. Similar

legal challenges were filed else—

where, but courts dismissed them

on technical grounds. Last sum—

mer, the U.S. Dept. of Justice

filed a friend—of—the—court brief in

the Kentucky case, siding with

the ACLU and citingifioricgms

$4 _
&.

that if Hymanprevailed, the __
government‘s ability to enforce a
broad range of civil rights laws
would be jeopardized.

Like similar ordinances na—
tionwide, the ones in Louisville
and Jefferson County include ex—
emptions for religious organiza—
‘tions, such as churches, that do
not receive government funding.
The decision will have no effect
on these exemptions.

"Comprehensive civil rights
laws protect religious liberties by
exempting privately—funded reli—
gious institutions and by forbid—
ding discrimination against
people of faith. This lawsuit tried
to use religion as a weapon to tear
down civil rights laws, which the
court saw through," Cooper said.

The 34—page decision struck
down every one of Hyman‘s
claims under the U.S. Constitu—
tion and the Kentucky Constitu—
tion — including freedom of
speech, religion and association
claims. Hyman has not indicated
whether he will appeal the deci—
sion to the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Sixth Circuit.

On the Web
A comprehensive list of city,

county and state civil rights laws
that include sexual orientation
and/or gender identity is at: http:/
Iwww.actwin. com/eatonohro/
gay/gayri.htm

The ACLU‘s brief in J. Barrett
Hyman v City of Louisville, et al, .
is at: http://www.actuorg/court! o
hyman_brrefhtml 5 j+ +r #

Informationon the
of Justice‘s unprecedented brief
in this case is at: http://
w w w. aclu.org/news/2000/
n081500b.html
An ACLU backgrounder on

the lawsuit is at: http://
www.aclu.org/news/1999/
hyman_backgrounder.html

   

  

DavidMoats, editorial page editor for the RutlandHerald celebrated wit

champagne upon winning a Pulitzer Prize for his series of 20 editorials

favoring civil unions in Vermont.

Said son R. John Mitchell, the

Herald‘ s publisher: "I wish my fa—
ther were here to share in this
award. It was in my father‘s best

tradition."
In a signed editorial that ap—

peared in the Apr. 17 paper,
Mitchell added: "It has not been an
easy year for the Herald. Just as the
civil unions issue divided our state,

_it has divided our employees. Tak—

ing a strong position has enduring

consequences that we are still sort—
ing through. We have lost adver—
tisers (and gained some). People
who thought they were friends and
knew each other found out other—
wise. It has been a sometimes pain—
ful lesson of the price our
democracy can have."
On the —Web:

www.rutlandherald.com

http://

 

 

AFFORDABLE

—HEALTH&DENTAL:

INSURANCE FOR THE

SELF—EMPLOYED

320—5700

 
 

 

 

Living Words

Christian Church

]. Kyle Dearen, Pastor
40 N.Garkant»

Merrphits. TW
Phone 79

SunDbay Morning
Sunvay Evening
chncsbaq Evenms

38104

10 a.m.
& p.rral
? pm.

 

 

"And in accordance with this will ofGod, we

have been made holy, consecrated, and

sanctified through the offering made once for
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BushNamesGay Man to Head AIDS Office —

 

By Sonya Ross

Associated Press Writer
 

WASHINGTON (AP)— Presi—

dent Bush has chosen an openly |

gay Wisconsin man to direct his

administration‘s policies on AIDS,:

the White House announced Apr.

9. *

Bush selected Scott Evertzto

head the new Office of National

AIDS Policy, said White House

spokesman Ari Fleischer. Evertz,

leader of the Log Cabin Republi—

cans in Wisconsin, is the first

openly gay person nominated to an

executive branch office by a Re—

publican president.

"The president picks the best

people for their jobs, regardless of

what their backgrounds may or

may not be, and that is why he has

chosen Scott," Fleischer said. "The

president respects him. He will be

welcome at this White House."

Evertz is a political ally of

Health and Human Services Sec—

retary Tommy Thompson, former

governor of Wisconsin, president

ofLog Cabin Republicans of Wis—

consin and director of resource de—

velopment for the UnitedLutheran

Program for the Aging in Milwau—

kee.

Darren Kittleson, first vice

president of Log Cabin Republi—

cans of Wisconsin, said Evertz, 38,

is passionate about AIDS educa—

tion and patient care.

"Scott is a gay man but that is

not the top priority," Kittleson

said. "He brings a strong sense of

commitment towards a cure and

for those who are HIV positive or

have AIDS, that they have ad—

equate care."

Kittleson added, "He is very —

much a conservative in so many

ways. He also has a lot of experi—

ence working with AIDS organi—

zations. ... L can‘t think of anyone

better for that position and I have

known Seott. since 1992."
Darrin Schmitz, executive di—

rector of the Wisconsin Republi—

can Party, said Evertz was among

the team leaders for the Bush presi—

dential campaign in Wisconsin last
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fall. "He certainly demonstrated his

leadership abilities and his commit—

ment to get things done," Schmitz

said. "He certainly stood out as

s o m e o n e
willing to go
the extra

mile."
The Hu—

man Rights
Campaign,
the country‘s
largest gay
p o li tic al

g f o‘ u p ;
p ra ts e d
Evertz‘ ap—
pointment
even while it
criticized as
inadequate

the $1.8 bil—
lion allotment
for. AIDS
programs in
Bush‘s fiscal
2002 budget
proposal.

"We applaud President Bush for

this appointment," said Winnie

Stachelberg, the group‘s political

director. She also noted that

Scott Evertz

 

Thompson had expressed a desire
to be "personally and directly in—
volved" in AIDS prevention ef—
forts.

" T Bis
appoint —
ment is fur—
th ——e— I
evidence of
his commit—
me nt."
Stachelberg
said. "With
Evertz in
place, we
can _now
look ahead
and focus
on the
myriad dif—
ficult issues
that con—
front us."

Bush has
faced criti—
cism about
his commit—

ment to fighting AIDS, most re—

cently when word surfaced that he

would not seek increases for cer—

tain programs that address the dis—

ease, The White House sought to

blunt those criticisms by announc—
ing that Thompson and Secretary
of State Colin Powell will head a
task force, created by President

Clinton, that focuses on fighting
AIDS in other countries.

Bush has raised the AIDS
scourge in Africa during his meet—
ings with foreign leaders, Fleischer
said, as well as with members of |

Congress. "It‘s on the president‘s
mind, and it‘s something that he
wants to combat," Fleischer said.

The White House said its new

AIDS office will operate through

a key domestic policy team and two
Cabinet agencies. Evertz will be a
member of the White House Do—
mestic Policy Council, and his of—
fice will include one staff member
from the State Department and an—
other from the Department of
Health and Human Services.

On the Net:
Office of National AIDS Policy:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/onap/
Human Rights Campaign: http:/

www.hre.org/
Log Cabin Republicans: http1

www.lcr.org/

 

$600,000 Gift Given To Ohio Church for

Its Ministry to Gays and Lesbians

COLUMBUS, Ohio — King

Avenue United Methodist Church

received a $600,000 gift from a

longtime member to support the

continuation of its ministry of in—

clusiveness to gay, lesbian, bi—

sexual and transgender individuals.

The donor, who wishes to re—

main anonymous for publicity pur—

poses, stated in a letter that the

money is to be used to establish a

foundation for ministry with gay

and lesbian persons; the money is

to be used to help King Avenue

church remain strong and open to

all, specifically gay and lesbian

persons; and to further reach out to

other churches to be open to all,

specifically to gay and lesbian per—

sons. The donor indicated that gay

and lesbian were named because

the donor had found that churches

sometimes claimed to be "open to

all," but had structures in place

including silence, that excluded
gay and lesbian persons.

The Rev. Grayson Atha, pastor

of King Avenue UMC, made the

announcementofthe gift during the

church‘s worship service on Mar .

18. "The King Avenue church will

use this money carefully so that

here there will be a place for ev—

eryone," said Atha, in thanking the

donor for the gift.
The donor‘s gift was inspired

from watching congregations

struggle over how to minister to the

gay and lesbian community. King

Avenue began addressing the issue

six years ago when gay and lesbian

members of its congregation

began meeting for Bible study and

fellowship.
Announcements of these Bible

studies during worship services
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angered some members, so in 1998,
the church‘s Administrative Coun—
cil formed a study committee to
help form the congregation‘s
policy in addressing the spiritual
needs of its gay and lesbian mem—
bers. As a result of that committee,
King Avenue adopted a policy that
states, in part, "All Are Welcome
Here. King Avenue United Meth—
odist Church shall be in ministry
for and with all. We welcome and
affirm persons of every race, gen—
der, age, sexual orientation, gender
‘identity, nationality, ethnicity, fam—
ily status, economic status, physi—
cal, mental or emotional ability into
full and equal participation, mem—
bership and lay leadership in our
community of faith."

The policy goes on to state, "To
most effectively minister to all,
King Avenue will not condone nor
condemn sexual relations between
same gender persons in committed,
loving relationships. The use of
words "homosexual, gay and les—
bian," when used, both in written
communications or spoken during
church services and activities, shall
not be banned. There shall be no
prohibition against using local
church funds for the purpose of
carrying out ministry for and with all
as long as funds used are approved
through the established financial pro—
cedures of King Avenue." a

The foundation will provide the
King Avenue congregation with
resources to reach out to the gay
and lesbian community to commu—
nicate God‘s love.

 

 



Sponsors Severing Ties with BoyScouts over Policy on Gays
CHAPEL HILL, N.C. (AP) —Olin T. Binkley Memorial Baptist.Church has sponsored a Cub Scoutpack and a Boy Scout troop for 39years. §That‘s about to come to an endafter the Boy Scouts of Americarefused to renew Binkley‘s charterlast month because the churchwanted to honor its own anti—dis—crimination policy.The church‘s decision put it atodds with the Boy Scouts‘ nationalpolicy, which excludes gay mem—bers and leaders —a policy upheldby the U.S. Supreme Court lastsummer"We don‘t have any desire topunish these great kids and leadersofthe troop," Pastor James L. Pikesaid. "It‘s just the national policythat‘s the issue here."Binkley‘s decision puts it in the— same position as dozens ofschools,

churches and companies nation—wide that have struggled with howto support local troops in light oftheir own anti—discrimination poli—cies.
Earlier this year, the ChapelHill—Carrboro City school boardvoted to give the two Cub Scoutpacks chartered by elementaryschools until the endof the schoolyear to find another sponsor.Pack 825 ofMcDougle Elemen—tary School found a sponsor in Or—ange United Methodist Church, butPack 811 is still searching. Buteven if the pack finds another spon—sor, some say getting parents toserve as cubmaster or committeechair might be tough given the na—tional policy."A lot of people wouldn‘t stepforward knowing that they had tosign a statement saying that theyagree with the policies of the na—

tional Boy Scouts of America,"said Curt Torell, whose son is inPack 811.In addition to the. schools,United Way chapters have threat—ened to cut off funding to localtroops, and those that haven‘t arebeing pressured by outside groups.Chapel Hill and Carrboro havepassed resolutions urging TriangleUnited Way. to withdraw its fund—ing of local troops. And TriangleCommunity Works, a nonprofitorganization serving the gay andlesbian population, refused to ac—cept more than $800 in donationsdesignated by contributors toUnited Way.The Binkley case is the only oneof its kind in the Triangle, accord—ing to Thomas Dugger, executivedirector of the Occoneechee Coun—cil, which oversees troops in a 12—county region in central North

Carolina."They placed a condition ontheir charter that we could not rec—oncile with the national organiza—tion,"Dugger said. "We knew thatit would not be accepted at the na—tional level and we follow the na—tional policies locally."But officials at Binkley, whichhas been—open to gays and lesbianssince its formation in 1958, sayfollowing the Scout‘s nationalpolicy would go against their be—liefs. &"It would be indefensible for usto be sponsoring a group that dis—criminates against gays and lesbi—ans," said Robert Seymour, pastoremeritus of Binkley. "So aftermany yearsof supporting the BoyScouts, we are left with no choice,and it‘s sad because the children arethe ones who are suffering fromthis."

Oscar—winning film maker StevenSpielberg stepped down April 16,from an advisory board of the BoyScouts of America. Spielberg
released a statement saying he
could no longer associate with a
group —that —engages —in
"discrimination."

 

 

Former Wife of Missing Minister Questions His Story

ABILENE, Texas (AP) The
former wife of a Texas minister
presumed dead for 16 years says
she has felt angry, hurt, rejected
and depressed since he emerged
several months ago — and doubts
his explanation of the disappear—
ance.

Beth McCasland Cox has met

with Wesley Barrett "Barre" Cox,
who now goes by the name James
Simmons, twice since discovering
in December he was alive. She says
the meetings were awkward with
few revelations. s

Did he fake his own abduction
and seek a new life because he re—
alized he was gay? Or did he, as he
says, lose his memory after being
beaten into a coma? f

She and her family are left won—
dering. ._

"We all kind of agreed amnesia
sounded kind of strange," Cox told
the Abilene Reporter—News in a

recent interview. "But we didn‘t
know."

She was 32 and their daughter
was 6 months old when Cox, a min—
ister at MacArthur Park Church of
Christ in San Antonio, never made
it home one summer night in 1984.

He was en route from Lubbock,
where he was finishing is doctor—

ate at Texas Tech University, and
his ransacked car was found on a
farm road near Abilene. Hundreds

of volunteer searchers, police, a
private investigator and even

psychics found no trace of him.
Not long after the official search

ended, an investigator hired by a
church discovered that Barre Cox
had been involved with a number
of gay people.

Beth Cox struggled to accept it.
"But wait a minute," she said,

recalling her thoughts. "He was
such a good person. He was so
godly. He married me. We have a
child."

She became angry thinking that

he ran away from her and their
daughter rather than admitting he
was gay. Then she felt guilty for
doubting her husband and told her—
self he had been killed.
«n 1992, the year after Cox was

legally declared dead, his wife and
daughter moved to Franklin, Tenn.
Beth Cox watched her daughter,
Talitha, grow into a teenager, typi—
cal in many ways but also disturbed

and angry over her father‘s disap—
pearance.

Beth Cox never stopped won—
dering about her husband, but she
had settled into a new life.

"I felt like I would really never
know the answer," she said, "and I
had peace with that."

But in December, two days be—
fore Talitha‘s 17th birthday, the
unexpected news came.

A man named James Simmons
was auditioning to be pastor of a
gay church in Dallas. Someone rec—
ognized him as Barre Cox and ar—
ranged for him to meet with his
mother and other relatives, who
confirmed his identity.

Simmons later met his former
wife and Talitha, who didn‘t seem
to mind that her father was gay. But
she was angry that he waited to
visit her.

"She wanted him to come run—
ning to her and see her," Beth Cox
said.

Simmons, who claims to know
nothing of Barre Cox, said he has
no memory before he awoke from

a coma in a Memphis hospital in
the summer of 1984. He said nurses
told him he was found in a car
trunk.

But no police or hospital records
have been found to verify his ac—
count.

He said he took the name
"James Simmons" based on the
biblical book and the name of a
store he once saw. He says he
moved around the country, work—

ing in Virginia before attending
seminary in California.

For a time, he began using a
Social Security number that be—
longed to rancher James Simmons
of Clarendon, 60 miles from Cox‘s
hometown of Canyon. Both men
attended Texas Tech at different
times.

Simmons said that while trying
to recover his memory, speech pa—
thologists identified his accent as
Texan. His landlady, whose niece
attended Texas Tech at the time,
called the school and obtained a
Social Security number for James
Simmons. .

White Rock Community
Church in Dallas hired Simmons in
January, but he resigned a month
later after widespread media atten—
tion cast doubt about his story.

Cox said her former husband

told her he is seeking another job
in Dallas and has bought a home
there. s

Asked in January how he rec—
onciles his former life as a family <
man with his new one as an openly
gay minister, Simmons said, "I‘m
doing that even as we speak."

Beth Cox believes, as does her
church, that the Bible teaches that
homosexuality is a sin. She also
believes people can change their
sexuality through prayer and coun—
 

Kenneth Johnson

Kenneth Johnson passed
away ofan apparent heart attack
Apr. 7. He was 53. Johnson
was discovered by neighbors in

his apartment. He had suffered
cancer and prior heart attacks.

He made an appearance at
the last National Coming Out
Day Picnic in Overton Park.

Our condolences go to
Kenneth‘s family and friends.

   

seling.

She says she is hurt that her hus—
band didn‘t give her the chance to
support him with his struggles.

Cox and her daughter still have
questions about what really hap—

pened to Simmons but have faith
that they will find peace.

"It‘s just going to take time to
see where things are going," Cox
said. "I know there‘ll be a conclu—
sion sometime."
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Memphis Pride Inc. gears up for 2001 Pride Celebration ___ —

 

Submitted by Memphis Pride Inc. 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — In the

wake of a very successful annual

spring picnic, the Memphis Pride

Inc. board of directors is focus—

ing on final preparations for the

2001; Our Pride Odyssey celebra—

tion, set for the weekend of June

15—17.

"The spring picnic was a great _

success," said MPI co—chair Kay

Mills. "Lots of people came out

to Overton Park and had a great

time. There were people every—

where and the weather couldn‘t

have been better."

Many of those attending the

annual spring picnic enjoyed bar—

becue, hamburgers, hot dogs and

veggie burgers, all served up with

cole slaw and beans. And, while

many folks brought their pets

with them to the event, only a

handful of folks took part in

MPI‘s Perfect Pet Show. Pet of

the Year went to Miss Poppy, a

black miniature schnauzer owned

by Linda Jones. Taking second

place in the Pet of the Year con—

test was Tiffany the Cat, owned

by. Terrie Lemke.

But with the spring picnic be—

hind them, the MPI board is look—

ing forward to its May open

meeting, set for Monday, May 21,

at 7 p.m. at Holy Trinity Commu—

nity Church.

"This meeting will be one of

the most important meetings of

the year," Mills explained.

"Why? Because those attending

‘the meeting will have the chance

to vote on two very important is—

sues, the 2001 Pride parade grand

— marshals and the Second Annual

MPI Awards."

 

Brothers United Stages All—DayEvent

Brothers United Memphis

staged a "United Day of Healing"

on Sat., Apr. 21, at the Ramada Inn

on Brooks Road.

The day was set aside for Afri—

can American gay, lesbian,

transgendered, and bisexual indi—‘

viduals to come together to "dis—

cuss, express and encourage each

other through the form of the arts."

The event was free and there

were a variety of vendors present:

selling T—shirts, hats, books and

videos.

Celebrity guests included Earl

Fowlkes, retired president of a

Washington, D.C. black GLBT

event which annually draws thou—

sands to the District of Columbia

on Memorial Day. Also featured

were author/activist Earnest E.

Hite and singer/songwriter Randie

Forné with his one—man show.

Earnest Hite has been active in

the area of advocacy for HIV/

AIDS issues for the past decade.

   

 

Earnest E. Hite

He was inducted into the Chicago

Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame in

1994 for his work with black youth.

Randie Forné can easily be clas—

sified as a modern—day "crooner"

along the lines of Nat King Cole,

Johnny Mathis and Luther

Vandross. While his background

comes from the gospel genre, his

 

BWMT Calls It Quits

The Memphis Chapter of Black

and White Men Together has dis—

solved after 19 years of service to

the Memphis community.

Apparently the chapter‘s board

decided to relinquish its charter

when new leadership did not

emerge this year.

"It‘s been a good run," said Joe

Calhoun, one of the original mem—

bers and organizers.

Throughout the years, BWMT

has worked extensively to combat

racism in the gay community. It

_ held conciousness—raising sessions,

workshops and even picketed bars

where discrimination was

discovered.It also sponsored

monthly potlucks and group social

outings for members.

The group also worked in the

area ofAIDS education, especially

in the black gay community and

regularly held safer sex workshops

and distributed free condoms. They

were among several organizations

to receive AIDS education grants

through the state of Tennessee.

‘"Many of our members mi—

grated to Brothers United,"

Calhoun said, noting that maybe it

was time that the mantle be passed.
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Randie Forné

acrobatic vocal styleenables him

to sooth an audience with soft,

melodic tones as well as energize

it with powerful tones filled with

conviction and emotion.

Forné has written a total of 73

original songs and is currently re—

cording his "introductory" CD.

Drop in!

Hungry? Drop in ‘for our famous hearty *

The MPI board has pre—deter—
mined not only a list of qualifi—
cations for the 2001 parade grand
marshals, but has also created a
list of nominees. People attend—
ing the May 21 open meeting will
be able to vote on two of the
nominees and, when the votes are
tallied, the decisions will be fi—
nal."

The 2001 Pride parade grand
marshals will be announced at a
tea, graciously hosted for the sec—
ond consecutive year by the Mys—
tic Krewe of Memphis United on
Sunday, June 3, beginning at 3
p.m. The location of the tea will
be announced at a later date.

Nominations for MPI‘s Sec—
ond Annual MPI Awards were
taken during the annual spring
picnic. From those nomination
ballots, the top three nominees in

each category will be placed on
an official ballot. Those attend—
ing the May 21 open meeting will
also have the opportunity to cast
their votes on these nominees.
The official results will be an—
nounced at the 2001 Pride Festi— —
val, set for Sat., June 16, at 2 p.m.
at The Mid—South Coliseum.

While the MPI board is still fi—
nalizing entertainment for the
2001 Pride festival, it is sad to
report that Randy Harrison, who
portrays Justin on Showtime‘s
"Queer As Folk," will be unable
to attend the parade and festival,
although he was planning to at—
tend, due to a movie deal he ac—
cepted only last week.

Mark your calendar now for
Mon., May 21, at 7 p.m. and get
to Holy Trinity for MPI‘s very
important open meeting.

 

breakfasts, Ahpmestyle plate lunches,

or mouth—watering desserts. Or get

some cinnamon rolls, muffins, or

brownies to go. Whatever you‘re

hungry for, Pam and Sharron are =

servingit up with a smile. Drop in!
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Buns on the Run

Café& Bakery

2150 Elzey Avenue, just east of Cooper

Open Monday 7am—3pm,
Tuesday — Friday 7am—6pm,

Saturday 7am—2pm
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McKinney Trial ‘Most Difficult‘ for Newest Wyoming Justice

DOUGLAS, Wyo. (AP) —The

judge in the trial of one of Matthew

Shepard‘s killers said the case con—

sumed his life and was the most dif—

ficult he ever presided over.

Eighth District Judge Barton R.

Voigt, who was recently appointed

to the Wyoming Supreme Court by

Gov. Jim Geringer, said he at—

tempted not to let the attention:fo—

cused on the murder of the gay

University of Wyoming student

interfere avith justice.

"It took a year of my life to deal

with," he told the Douglas Budget

of the 1999 trial of Aaron

McKinney, who was convicted of

felony murder, aggravated robbery

and kidnapping and sentenced to

life in prison. "It was the most com—

plicated, most stressful, most dif—

ficult, but also themost rewarding

case I‘ ve handled."

"Because of all those difficul—

ties and because of all the national

attention it got, I wanted to be sure

it came to a reasonable conclu—

sion."

A second man, Russell

Henderson, is also serving life in

prison for the murder of Shepard,

a slight 21—year—old freshman who

was lured into a pickup truck,

driven to a rural area, tied to a

fence, then beaten into a coma in

1998.

He died five days after the at— —

tack.

‘McKinney‘s trial occurred amid

antigay demonstrations, counter

protests, memorials to Shepard and

intense media coverage.

Voigt, however, barred cameras

and recording equipment from the

courtroom and ordered protesters

to remain in a designated area of

the courthouse lawn or be found in

contempt of court.

"One of the jurors thanked —me

for not letting it get like the O.J.

Simpson (trial)," he said, "even

though there was a circus going on

outside .,. (for) not letting the cir—

cus come into the courtroom."

While the Shepard case put the

judge in the national spotlight,
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Voigt, 52, said he doesn‘t think it

played a role in his selection to the

state Supreme Court.

"I hope it was my day—to—day

work," he said.

Twice Voigt had been bypassed

after Supreme Court vacancies be—

fore Geringer chose him March 29

to succeed Justice Richard V. Tho—

mas, who was forced from the

bench because he was slow to ren—

der decisions.

"What the Supreme Court does

just fits in with my training and

experience," Voigt said. "And that

is to identify the law and apply it

to the case at hand. I like to write. I

like to create decisions."

He graduated from Hot Springs

County High School in

Thermopolis, then earned

bachelor‘s and master‘s degrees in

history and a law degree from the

University of Wyoming.

He practiced law in

—— Thermopolis, then served as Hot

Springs ‘County prosecutor,

Campbell Countyjudge and then

Campbell County prosecutor. He

was appointed to the 8th Judicial

District in Douglas in 1993.

Voigt was sworn in as justice

April 23. He said he will move to

Cheyenne this month and will be

joined by his wife, Sandy, and

Alex, the youngest of his four chil—

dren, when Alex graduates from

high school in three years. —

"I just think you need to be there

(full time in Cheyenne) just to do

what you need to do jointly ... just

to do the job," he said.

 

May Start in May

LARAMIE, Wyo. (AP) —

Filming for a TV movie adaptation

of a play on the death of Matthew

Shepard is expected to start this

spring.

The HBO version of The

Laramie Project could shut down

some downtown parking.

The play has drawn national

acclaim and gives Laramie a

. chance to put itself in a positive

light, said Trish Steger, vice presi—

dent of the Laramie Economic De—

velopment Corp.

The play ran off—Broadway and

focused on the town‘s reaction to

the murder of the gay University

Seating begins at 12:00 Noon

$18 for 3 courses

reservations are recommended
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of Wyoming student.
The filmmakers love the look of

the downtown area and want to use
it as a backdrop, she told the Down—
town Development Authority
board of directors recently.

Shuttle service is possible as an
alternative form of transportation

during filming. Filmmakers have
offered to pay for the inconve—
nience, Steger said.

There have also been sugges—
tions about taking out an advertise—
ment that lists all businesses to be
affected by the filming

Other movies are in the works
based on Shepard‘s 1998 beating

Filming of Matthew Shepard TVMovie

death, which touched off interna—tional outrage and condemnation.The NBC television network isworking with Shepard‘s family ona film. The MTV cable televisionnetwork aired Anatomy ofA HateCrime in January.Aaron McKinney and RussellHenderson are both serving lifeterms in the Wyoming State Peni—tentiary for the killing.Shepard‘s murder became a ral—lying point for supporters of hatecrimes legislation nationwide.

COMusic E& (Wine

Monday nlhts

DJs — Sean OD / Rlcl'rarcl Stylus
Late Night 10:30 — 2:30 a.m.

No Cover » Tapas until 1:00 a.m.

948 S. COOPER in MEMPHIS TN. 38104

901.276.0002
WWW. MELANGEMEMPHIS.COM

 
 

 



 

JudgeAgain Delays Action in Gay Air Force Doctor Case
 

By Kim Curtis

Associated Press Writer
 

SANFRANCISCO (AP).— A

federal judge delayed a decision

~ for a second time Apr. 12 in the

case of a gay U.S. Air Force doc—

tor who was dischargedand or—

dered to pay back $70,000 the

government spent sending him to
medical school.

John Hensala, 36, a San Fran-
cisco psychlatristin private prac—

tice who sued last May, said he

to=—repay the

money because he wanted to

serve but.the Air.Fo

let him because heannounced he

 

é Air.Fore eTefusedto >
4 COStS

was gay.

Hensala was honorably dis—

charged after telling his superiors
in 1994 that he is gay. He claimed
he wanted to serve honestly and
had no reason to believe he would.
be automatically discharged after
his announcement.

The Air Force contends
Hensala announced he was gay
simply to avoid active duty mili—
tary service, and has asked for the
case‘s dismissal.

Hensala‘s © lawyer; Clyde

. Wadsworth, said the Air Force.. . _.
has a discriminatory policy of or—

dering gays to rpay back tumon
 

 

   

 

He said the Air Force‘s own
guidelines for investigating
whether a service member an—
nounced he was gay just to avoid
service are discriminatory.

"The recoupment guide ... says
these statements of an officer‘s
Willingness to serve are not rel—= —
evant,‘Wadsworth argued in
court. "Short of recanting ... the
gay service member can‘t say
anything torebutthe presumption

Ithat he‘s comingout to av01dser—_
vice."

lawyer, Daniel Bensing, says the
Air—Force—only ord red recou

ntin 23 of27c mil:

But. the Justice_Department‘s ..

  

Hensala‘s.

In three cases, theAir Force‘s
investigation determined the in—

dividual was not coming out as
gay to avoid military service.

One person was under psychi—
atric care and came out as part of __
treatment, a second person was
outed by another service member.
and a third person was deter
mined to be a gooddoctor and
valuableto the service,Benslng
said.

"It‘s notthat there‘s nothing
the service membercan say to
avoid recoupment Bensing ar—
ued.
“Nothingin the supplemental

record supports thereis a blanket
policy of discrimination," he said.
"The Air Force ... does have a
policy of aggressively seeking re—
_coupment."

U.S. District Judge William
Alsup asked Bensing to provide
additional information about the
three cases in whichrepayment
was not sought.

In January, Alsup delayed his
decision on the ‘Air Force‘s re—
quest for dismissal when he asked
for information about other
people who were discharged for

being gay and whether they were
asked to pay back education
money

 

Several Factors Contrlbuted toSuccessof MarylandGay Rrghts Blll ~By. Tom Sluckey
Associated Press Writer > 

ANNAPOLIS, Md." (AP) —

Early. Apr. A 1,;shortly after the
2001 General Assembly session
ended, Gov. Parris Glendening
leaned back in a chair in the State
House press room, propped his feet
on a cabinet and tossed out a ques—
tion to a group of reporters..

How many of them, the gover—
nor asked with a smile, thought his
gay rights bill would pass this year.

Glendening knew the answer
before he asked the question.

When the bill was introduced
last January, there were some cau—
tious expressions of hope, but no
one inside or outside the legislature
was proclaiming that the bill would
pass and become law.

Similar legislation had died two
years running in the Senate Judi—
cial Proceedings Committee, and
the committee seemed once again

to be an insurmountable barrier.
But a strong, personal lobbying

effort by Glendemng, an intensive
lobbying campaign by gay rights
activists and a change in commit—
tee membership contributed to the
passage of legislation making
Maryland the 12th state to ban dis—
crimination against homosexuals.

When the final votes were taken
in the House and Senate, the mar—

gin of victory was something of a
surprise as well. The bill was ap—
proved 90—47 in the House and 32—
14 in the Senate.

But the key was the vote March
20 in the Judicial Proceedings

Committee, when the bill was ap—

proved by the narrowest of mar—
gins, 6—5. Two years earlier, when

Glendening first offered the bill, it
got only three votes.

Several factors contributed to
the turnaround in .the committee,
beginning with the appointment of
Sen. Perry Sfikas, D—Baltimore, to
replace Sen. Norman Stone, D—Bal—
timore County.

Stone had opposed the bill, de—
spite intensive lobbying from
Glendening two years ago, but
Sfikas was a key supporter in the
committee.

With Sfikas on board, support— _
— ers of the brll needed two more

votes, and the only. possibilities ,
were Sen.. Walter Baker, D—Cecil,
and Sen. Leo Green, D— Prince
George‘s. Five other committee
members were unalterably op—
posed.

Glendening, who says he has
developed a good working relation—
ship with Baker despite their dif—
ferences on some key issues,
personally lobbied the committee
chairman.

Baker said a key factor in his
decision was the fact that Baltimore . 3
city and Montgomery, Prince
George‘s and Howard counties al—
ready have anti—discrimination
laws covering sexual orientation.

"I was influenced by the fact
that in these jurisdictions that now
have it, there haven‘t been any
problems," Baker said.

That left Green, a father of nine

children and22;grandchildren with ,>
..a 23rd on the way

Green said if one ofhis children 3
or grandchildren came to him "and
said I‘m gay, I would not want him
to be discriminated against. That
was the gut issue" —

Nancy Meyer, co—chairwoman
of Free State Justice, a gay rights
lobbying group, said a lot of effort

went into the campaign to persuade
Green that he could and should sup—
port the bill.

"We had Sen. Green‘s constitu—
ents calling him asking for his
vote," she said. Glendening also_
made a personal appeal to Green,
who agreed to vote for it after some
amendments were added easing
some of his concerns.

Supporters of the bill believe
growing public support for their
cause and a study by a task force
appointed by Glendening helped
build the victory margin.

When the bill was first intro—
.._ duced two years ago, opponents

argued with some success that there
was no evidence that homosexuals
were the victims of discrimination.
But the task force documented
cases where homosexuals lost their .....

«rights protections that we deserve."jobs or were denied housingafter

their sexual orientation became
known.

Passage ofthe bill "sends a mes—
sage that hate and intolerance
shouldn‘t be part of the social land—
scape in Maryland," Meyer said. "It
means that we finallyhavethe civil
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FRIENDS FORLIFEPANTRYWISH LIST
deodorant » shampoo « razors » hand and body
lotion » baby diapers » adult incontinence pants e

paperproducts (towels, toilet paper)
household cleaning products

Remember Food Stamps can‘t be redeemed for these items

Drop Items by Friends For Life at
1384 Madison Ave. — 8:30—5 weekdays

  
 

 

Did you know

PUBLIC SEXis

illegal?

Do you have sex in public places
(parks, public rest rooms, etc.)?

Or do you know someone who does"

If arrested, you or he can be ...
issued a summons,

brought before a judge,
jailed, fined, and

have your name publishedin the newspaper.

THINK ABOUT IT '!'

In a day when we are making great strides,
such actions reflect badly
upon the gay community

... and can destroy your future!

PLEASE call

Sex & Love Addicts Anonymous
at 543—0811 for confidential assistance

  

Are you a Victim of

POLICE

ENTRAPMENT?

Published as a pub/u service ofthe Twang/cJournal News.
During recent "public sex‘‘ sting operations,

several of our gay citizens

ave alleged that they have been

the object of attempted and

successful entrapment schemes.

If you have been victimized, call the
Memphis Lesbian & Gay Coalition for Justice

at 327—2677 for assistance.

 

Public Service Announcements from the
Memphis Lesbian & Gay Coalition for Justice

Published as a public service ofthe Triangle Journal News.
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Two Men Continue Fight to Overturn Texas Anti—Gay Law

NEW YORK — Two Houston

men who were criminally con—

vieted for having sex in the privacy

oftheir homes are petitioning the

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals

to review their case after a Court

of Appeals ruling upheld the state‘s

"Homosexual Conduct" law.

Lambda Legal Defense and Edu—

cation Fund represents the men and

aims to finally bring an end to the

state‘s same—sex only sodomy law.

"Texas‘s highest criminal court

should declare this archaic and bi—

ased law unconstitutional. The law

intrudes on people‘s intimate lives

and creates a legal double standard

for lesbians and gay men," said

Lambda Supervising Attorney Su—

san Sommer, who drafted the peti—

tion for review with Lambda Legal

Director Ruth E. Harlow.

Lambda argues that the Court of

Appeals erred in citing an interest

. in "preserving public morality" to

— justify the law‘s discrimination on

the basis of sexual orientation and

that the court was also wrong in

finding that the law does not dis—

criminate on the basis of sex. Ad—

ditionally, Lambda argues that the

law is contrary to the right of pri—

vacy that all Texans enjoy.

Said Harlow, "The Court of

Criminal Appeals should hearthese

important constitutional claims

against a law that greatly harms not

just our clients, but gay men and _

lesbians throughout the state."

The case began September 17,

1998, when sheriff‘s deputies, re—

sponding to a false report of an

armed intruder, entered a private

Houston apartment where they

found two men engaging in inti—

mate conduct.

Both men were arrested and

jailed for over 24 hours before be—

ing released on $200 bond each. A

county criminal court convicted

John Lawrence and Tyron Garner

of a Class C misdemeanor, which

carries up to a $500 fine. Lambda

appealed on their behalf.

Last June, a panel ofthe appeals

court held that the statute violates

the Equal Rights Amendment of

the Texas Constitution because it

criminalized oral and anal sexual

conduct depending on the sex ofthe

individuals involved, without ad—

equate justification. Texas has had

a sodomy law since 1860, but de—

criminalized such activities by dif—

ferent—sex partners in 1974.

On motion by the state, the en—

tire appeals court reheard the case,

and this March ruled 7—2 to uphold
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feast for

   

Mon., May7 in 21
6 p.m., Dinner at 6:30 p.m.

St. John‘s United Methodist Chah
(Peabody & Bellevue)

Feast for Friends is a service of Friends For life for the HIV infected and
affected community including people living with HIV or AIDS, their

friends, caregivers, family and friends. While the dinner is free, those ©
who are able are requested to make a donation to offset expenses.

 Advertising space donated asapublicserviceof the Triangle Journal News __| _

| Supply on Demand.
Since 1972 Yuletide has succeeded in
meeting the demands of Memphis arca
businesses. 24—hour customer service. on—
line accounts. and fast "to your door
delivery arc the demands we placed on
ourselves to help establish Yuletide as the
office supply leader in the Mid—South.
Contact us about your office needs today.

YuletideZH}
1245 Sycamore View, Memphis, TN 38134

901—372—8588 — Fax 901—388—0785
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the law, over a strong dissent byJustice John Anderson.Noted Sommer, "Texas State |Representative Debra Danburg‘sbill in the legislature to repeal the‘Homosexual Conduct‘ law hasmade it out of committee this year,and will be the subject of publichearings, demonstrating greaterawareness ofand concern aboutthis unnecessary, unfair law."Texas now is one of only threestates, along with Kansas and Okla—homa, that prohibit consensual sexacts between same—sex partnersonly. Lambda recently won its le—gal challenge to a similar Arkan—sas law in Picado v. Jegley. Twelveother states still prohibit consensualoral and anal sex between differ—ent— and same—sex partners alike,despite the nationwide trend to—ward abolishing such invasivecriminal laws.Lambda Cooperating AttorneyMitchell Katine ofthe Houston lawfirm Williams, Birnberg & Ander—son assisted with the petition.Lambda is the oldest and largest‘legal organization dedicated to thecivil rights of lesbians, gay men,and people with HIV and AIDS.With 16 attorneys, Lambda has its —headquarters in New York and re—gional offices in Los Angeles, Chi—cago, and Atlanta. Lambda willopen an office in Dallas in 2002.

 

 

Saturday

 

THE PUMPING STATION

Stop by, cause you never know what we‘re gonna do!
1382 Poplar Ave : (901) 272—7600
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A Handy 4—Page Pull—Out l
Reference to Bars, Restaurants

   
and Other Mid—South Resources ’
 

The Triangle Journal Calendar of Events

MAY2001

Thurs., Apr. 26
‘Twinkie Museum Opening
Night Reception (hosted
by MGLCC)— Bogie‘s
Delicatessen — 324—4297 —
7pm .

«Carol Plunk — Bogie‘s Delica—
tessen — 7pm

Twinkie Museum GLBT
Film Festival (hosted by
MGLCC)] — "The Times of
Harvey Milk" — Studio on
the Square — 324—4297 —
9pm :

Safe Harbor MCC — Bible
Study — 7pm

«Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —
Prescott Memorial Baptist
Church — 7pm

*Star Karaoke — Crossroads
— 10pm

Fri., Apr. 27
*Carol Plunk — FOX 13 Morn—

ing Show — 6am
*"Fifty—One Percent" spon—
sored by NOW — WEVL FM
90 — 1pm

Bowling —
Cherokee Bowling Center
(2930 Lamar Avenue) —
7pm

*Carol Plunk w/ Band —
Newby‘s — 9pm

«Pool Tournament — Cross—
roads — 8pm

(Myinf——

 

Sat., Apr. 28

Twinkie Museum GLBT

Film Festival (hosted by

MGLCC) — "Golden

Threads" & "What Sex Am

I?" — Studio on the Square

= 324—4297 — 10am

"Twinkie Museum GLBT

Film Festival (hosted by

MGLCC)] — "No Regret" &

"Edge of Seventeen" —

Studio on the Square —

324—4297 — 1pm —

+Carol Plunk — Crawfish

Festival (Overton Square)

— 1:30pm

«Carol Plunk — Cinnamon Stix

(Jackson, TN) — 9pm

Sun., Apr. 29

*First Congregational

Church — Services — gam

& 10:30am

"Twinkie Museum GLBT

Film Festival (hosted by

MGLCC)] — "Our House" &

"School‘s Out" — Studio on

the Square — 324—4297 —

10am

‘Living Word Christian

Church — Services — 10am

& 6pm

*Safe Harbor MCC — Service

— 10:30am

Holy Trinity — Celebration

and Holy Communion —

11am

Twinkie Museum GLBT

Film Festival (hosted by

MGLCC) — "Outlaw" &

2117 Peabody

901—278—0673

© 901—278—MORE

 

$15

1474
MaADison

901—278—4313

OPEN 3—3
come

"nana out*
WITH THE
auys

   
"Late Bloomers" — Studio
on the Square — 324—4297— ipm

«Carol Plunk — One More —
SpmBrothers and Sisters Bowl—ing — Cordova Lanes (7945Club Center Cove) —
5:45pmSissy Bingo — Crossroads —8pm

Mon., Apr. 30
*Pool Tournament — The —
Jungle ——7:30pm

Tues., May 1
Lesbians with Breast
Cancer — YWCA (766
South Highland) — 7pm

*BGALA — University ofMemphis — 678—5719 —7:30pm
Dart Tournament — Cross—roads — 7:45pm
Karaoke Lady (Donna) — J—Wag‘s — 10pm

Wed., May 2
*Taizé — First Congregational
Church — 278—6786 — 6pmHoly Trinity — Fellowship
Supper and Bible Study —6:30pm

«Living Word Christian
Church — Service — 7pm

HIV / AIDS Support Group(Jonesbore) — 7pm
Carol PlankOneMore«—
Tom | *

'Dart Tournament The
Jungle — 7:30pm

»Midtown Round—up (Coun—
try Dance) — Crossroads —
8pm

Thurs., May 3

*PFLAG — Prescott Memorial
Baptist Church — 761-1444

— 7pm
*Safe Harbor MCC — Bible

Study — 7pm

«Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —

Prescott Memorial Baptist

Church — 7pm

‘A'Star Karaoke — Crossroads

— 10pm

*"Fifty—One Percent" spon—

sored by NOW — WEVL FM

90 — 1pm

Catholic Mass with Special
Invitation to Gays and
Lesbians — St. Patrick‘s
Cathedral — 7pm

*Midtowners Bowling —
Cherokee Bowling Center
(2930 Lamar Avenue) —

7pm
*Pool Tournament — Cross—
roads — 8pm

‘Carol Plunk w/ Band — El
Chico‘s (Jackson, TN) —

10:30pm

Sat., May 5

—»Carol Plunk w/ Band —El ___=—=—___ fis.
Chico‘s (Jackson, TN) —
6pm

Sun., May 6

*First Congregational
Church — Services — gam
& 10:30am

‘Living Word Christian
Church — Services ~ 10am
8 6pm

Safe Harbor MCC — Service
— 10:30am

Holy Trinity — Celebration
and Holy Communion —
11am

«Carol Plunk — One More —

4pm
"Brothers and Sisters Bowl—
ing — Cordova Lanes (7945
Club Center Cove) —

5:45pm
*MGLCC Town Hall Meetmg=
First Congregational
Church (1000 South
Cooper) — Presentation by
Friends for Life — 324—4297
— 6pm

 

o 3

dimfum

thenfome

 

All You Can Eat DimSum

Sunday —‘Noon—6 p.m.

903 South Cooper

Memphis, TN

276—9300

Open: Mon.Thurs. 11 a.m.—9 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 11 a.m.—10 p.m.

c Sun. Noon—6 p.m.
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~3430SummerAve.

goi/320—9376 .

H1](CL(L@aol.com

holgtrinitymemphis.org —

 

 

~Doors for Over

|en Years

ss 5011535: 1 1:00 a.m.

Wed“: 6:00 p.m.

Holy Trinitg Community Church

OpeningWide the I

  

«Caro! Plunk — Black Diamond
{part of Memphis in May) —
7pm :

«Sissy Binge — Crossroads —
8pm

Mon., May 7
‘Lambda Group (Jackson,
TN) — Davis—Kidd Confer:
enge Room — 6pm

*Feast for Friends — St.
John‘s Methodist Church —
b:30pm

*Pool Tournament — The
Jungle — 7:30pm

Tues., May 8
LambdaCircle — First
Congregational Church —
278—6786 — 6:30pm

Lesbians with Breast
Cancer — YWCA (766
South Highland) — 7pm

*BGALA — University of
Memphis — 678—5719 —

— T:30pm
«Dart Tournament ~ Cross-
roads — 7:45pm

«Carol Plunk— Hi—Tone-
9:30pm

Karaoke Lady (Donna) — J—
Wag‘s — 10pm

Wed., May 9

*Taizé — First Congregational
Church — 278—6786 — 6pm

Holy Trinity — Fellowship
Supper and Bible Study —
7pm

Living Word Christian
Church — Service — 7pm

«Carol Plunk — One More —
7pm

 

Your Event

. Could Be Here

Call324—1018 or e—mail

cantsee3d@yahoo.com —
_ To add or delete or

edit an event —
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‘Dart Tournament — The
Jungle — 7:30pm

Midtown Round—up (Coun—
try Dance) — Crossroads —
8pm

Thurs., May 10

«Parents Together (GLBT
Parent Support Group) —
Holy Trinity — 7pm

Safe Harbor MCC — Bible
Study — 7pm

«Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —
Prescott Memorial Baptist
Church — 7pm =>

Star Karaoke — Crossroads
«— 10pm

Fri., May 11

*"Fifty—One Percent" spon—
sored by NOW — ‘WEVL FM
90 — Ipm

Midtowners Bowling —
Cherokee Bowling Center
(2930 Lamar Avenue) —

~ pm
»*Pool Tournament — Crosv
roads — Spm .

Carol Plunk w/ Band —
. Spinakers (Jackson, TN) =
9pm

Sat., May 12
*Carol Plunk w/ Band — —
Spinakers (Jackson, TN)=
9pm

‘Memphis Bears Club nght
— The Pumping Station —
10pm

S$un., May 13

First Congregational
Church — Services — gam
& 10:30am

Living Word Christian

Church — Services — 10am
& 6pm

\ »Safe Harbor MCC — Service
— 10;30am

Holy Trinity — Service —
1l1am

«Carol Plunk — One More —

Spm
Brothers and Sisters Bowl—
Ang — Cordova Lanes (7945
Club Center Cove) —
§:45pm

WAC Meeting — Call for —

information (678—3339) =

* Tpm
Sissy Bingo —
Spm f

. Mon., May 14

Pool Tournament — The
Jungle — 7:30pm

Tues., May 15

Copy & Ad Deadline for

May 2001 TJN
‘AIDS Consortium Meeting —
United Way Building —
(Union Avenue) — 3pm

‘Integrity Worship, Dinner
& Program — Calvary
Episcopal Church — 278—‘

8915 or 374—9484 — 6:30pm,

7pm & 7:45pm
Lesbians with Breast

.— Cancer — YWCA (766
"_ South Highland) — 7pm
*BGALA — University of

Memphis — 678—5719 —
7:30pm

Dart Tournament — Cross—
roads — 7:45pm

Karaoke Lady (Donna) — J—
Wag‘s — 10pm

Wed., May 16.

*Taizé — First Congregational

Church — 278—6786 — 6pm
Holy Trinity — Fellowship

— Supper andBible Study—
6:30pm

«Carol Plunk — One More —

7pm
Living Word Christian
Church — Service — 7pm

«HIV / AIDS Support Group
(Jonesboro) — 7pm

Dart Tournament — The
Jungle — 7:30pm

«Midtown Round—up (Coun—
try Dance) — Crossroads —
Spm

Thurs., May 17

«Safe Harbor MCC — Bible
Study — 7pm

«Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —

Prescott Memorial Baptist
Church — 7pm

«Carol Plunk — Cinnamon

Stix (Jackson, TN) — 7pm
*MGLCC Potluck Dinner —
First Congregational

Church (1000 South

Cooper) — 324—4297 —
7:30pm

Star‘ Karaoke — Crossroads
— 10pm

Fri., May 18

*"Fifty—One Percent" spon—
sored by NOW — WEVL FM
90 — 1pm

«Midtowners Bowling —
Cherokee Bowling Center

(2930 Lamar Avenue) —

Tpm
Pool Tournament — Cross-
roads — Spm

*Carol Plunk — Barley‘s

(Jackson, TN) 8pm
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qu to provrcle as many upcoming events in llie GLBT
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Sat., May 19

Mirror Image— Holy Trin—

_ ity —
memphisgroupQusa-com we

Carol Plunk — Davis Kidd —
7pm

*Tsarus Club Night — The
Pumping Station — 10pm

Sun., May 20
*First Congregational
Church — Services — gam _
& 10:30am

Living Word Christian
Church — Services — 10am
8 6pm

Safe Harbor MCC — Service
— 10:30am

«Holy Trinity — Celebration
and Holy Communion —
11am

«Carol Plunk — One More —

Spm
Brothers and Sisters Bowl—
ing — Cordova Lanes (7945
Club Center Cove) —
5:45pm

«WAC Meeting — Call for
information (678—3339) —
7pm

Sissy Bingo — Crossroads —
8pm

Mon., May 21

Feast for Friends — St.
John‘s Methodist Church —
6:30pm

‘Memphis Pride Open Meet—
ing — Holy Trinity —
Voting for the MPI
Awards & Grand
Marshalls — 32—PRIDE —
7pm &

Pool Tournament — The
Jungle — 7:30pm

Tues., May 22

‘Lesbians with Breast
Cancer — YWCA (766
South Highland) — 7pm

*BGALA — University of
Memphis — 678—5719 —
:30pm

Dart Tournament — Cross—
roads — 7:45pm

«Carol Plunk w/ the Memphis
Troubadours — The Flying
Saucer — 8pm §

Karaoke Lady (Donna) — J—
Wag‘s — 10pm

 

 

 

—The Memphis

Gay and Lesbian

Community

Center

Box 41074

Memphis 38174

Space donated as a public service
of TheTriangle Journal News.
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| Calendar of Events

 

Businesses and
Other Points of Interest
Aloysius
Beity‘s
Botanica
Circuit Playhouse
Dabbles
French Quarter Inn
Friends for Life:
Holy Trinity Church _
inz & Outz
Lambda Center
Lavender Earth
Playhouse on the Square
Safe Harbor MCC*
Star Search Video

* Safe Harbor is meeting at the
Memphis Lambda Center

 

3 1. Amnesia __F . 2. Backstreet

»=Main

SiSSL 3. Chaos =n 4. Crossroads
5. Crossroads II

Street 6. J—Wag‘s fos
7. Lilly‘s DimSum ThenSome*

3rd Street 8. Lorenz
9. Madison Flame a

10. Mélange*4th Street 11, Metro Memphis

—

_| —— N—cognito =" —
13. One More

f 14. P & H Cafe*; Danny Thomas gfivg pont:[ | ape 15. Pumping Stationpeee |ep 16. The Jungle

  

 Front Street Clubs and Restaurants
 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

17. The Kutt Nightclub

  

   * Gay Supportive
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Larry Timmerman

 

Bill Johns

Antique CHarebhouse Mall

2563 Summer Avenue

Memphis, TN 38112

(901)323—0600

AUNTIQMEM@AOL.COM

Members ofAmerican Cut Glass Association

We Buy and Sell Estates

 

Wed., May 23

*Taizé — First Congregational

‘Church — 278—6786 — 6pm

Holy Trinity — Fellowship

Supper and Bible Study —

b:30pm _ 8

Living Word Christian

Church — Service — 7pm

*Carol Plunk — One More —

7pm

Dart Tournament — The

Jungle — 7:30pm

Midtown Round—up (Coun—

try Dance) — Crossroads —

8pm

Thurs., May 24

*Safe Harbor MCC — Bible

Study — 7pm

«Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —

Prescott Memorial Baptist

Church — 7pm

*Star Karaoke — Crossroads

— 10pm

Fri., May 25

June 2001 TJN Due Out

*"Fifty—One Percent" spon—

sored by NOW — WEVL FM

90 — 1pm

«Midtowners Bowling —

Cherokee Bowling Center

(2930 Lamar Avenue) —

7pm
*Pool Tournament — Cross—

roads — 8pm

Sat., May 26

Sun., May27 —

*First Congregational

Church — Services — gam

& 10:30am

‘LivingWord Christian

Church — Services — 10am

6 bpm —

Safe Harbor MCC — Service

— 10:30am

Holy Trinity — Celebration

and Holy Communion —

11am

*Brothers and Sisters Bowl—

ing — Cordova Lanes (7945

Club Center Cove) —

5:45pm

*Sissy Bingo — Crossroads —

8pm

Mon., May 28

*LGCJ (Lesbian and Gay

Coalitionfor Justice) —

Holy Trinity — 7pm

«Pool Tournament — The

Jungle — 7:30pm

Tue., May 29

*Lesbians with Breast

Cancer — YWCA (766

South Highland) — 7pm

*BGALA — University of

Memphis — 678—5719 —

7:30pm

Dart Tournament — Cross—

roads — 7:45pm

Karaoke Lady(Donna) — J—

Wag‘s — 10pm

Wed., May 30

*Taizé — First Congregational

Church — 278—6786 — 6pm

Holy Trinity — Fellowship

Supper and Bible Study —

6:30pm

Living Word Christian

Church — Service — 7pm

Dart Tournament — The

Jungle — 7:30pm

«Midtown Round—up (Coun—

try Dance) — Crossroads —

8pm

Thur., May 31

Safe Harbor MCC — Bible

Study — 7pm

Cotton Pickin‘ Squares —

Prescott Memorial Baptist

Church — 7pm f

*Star Karaoke — Crossroads

— 10pm

 

 

Memphis Gay & Lesbian

Switchboard

324—4297

A 24—hour Information Service 5
of the Memphis Gay & LesbianCommunity Center
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The Gay Memphis Resources Directory is
printed as a public service, and its listings
are free. Agencies and businesses listed
herein have requested to be listed, buthave
not been charged. All phone numbers are
area code 901 unless otherwise noted.
(* Indicates TJN distribution points.)

ADULT BOOKSTORES
Airport Bookmart: 2214 Brooks Rd E.
# 345—0657.

Cherokee Adult Book Store: 2947 Lamar
# 744—7494, &

Fantasy Warehouse I*: 791—793 North
White Station = 683—9649.

Getwell Book Mart: 1275 Getwell
® 454—7765.

Paris Adult Entertainment Center: 2432
Summer = 323—2665.

Tammy‘s # 2: 2220 East Brooks Rd
# 396—9050.

Tammy‘s # 3: 1617 Getwell Rd
# 744—4513.

 

Tammy‘s # 4: 5937 Summer Ave.
# 373—5760.

BARS / RESTAURANTS:
Amnesia*: 2866 Poplar # 454—1366.
Backstreet*: 2018 Court Street
# 216—5522. "

 

_ Bourbon Street Cafe: (In the French Quar—
ter Suites)*, 2144 Madison # 728—4000.

Buns on the Run*: 2150 Elzey Ave. 38104
# 278—2867 (278—BUNS).

Chaos*: 60 South Front = 578—VIBE (8423).
Crossover: 851 Island Road, Columbus,
MS # 601—327—0942.

Crossroads*: 1278 Jefferson # 276—8078.
Crossroads II*: 111 N. Claybrook
# 274—8655. .

J—Wags*: 1268 Madison = 725—1909.
Jake‘sPlace: 356 N. Main # 527—2799.
Lilly‘s Dim Sum Then Some*: 903 South
Cooper = 276—9300.

Lorenz*: 1528 Madison # 274—8272.
Madison Flame*: 1588 Madigon
# 278—9839. :

Mélange: 948 South Cooper # 276—0002.
Metro Memphis*: 1349 Autumn
# 274—8010.

N—cognito*: 338 South Front = 523—0599.
One More*: 2117 Peabody # 278—MORE

(6673).
Overstuffed Deli & Caterers: 3003 Air—
ways Blvd. #701 # 396—1969, 3727 South
Mendenhall = 362—2989, 7716 Poplar
Ave., Germantown # 757—1212.

P & H Cafe*: 1532 Madison Ave.
# 274—9794.

Pumping Station*: 1382 Poplar Ave.
# 272—7600.

Rumors*: 637 Hwy 145 South, Shannon,
MS # 601—767—9500.

The Jungle*: 1474 Madison # 278—4313.
The Kutt Nightclub*: 92 North Avalon
# 276—9122.

The Other Side*: 3883 Highway 45 North,
Jackson, TN # 1—901—668—3749.

CARDS & GIFTS
Inz & Outz*: 553 South Cooper
# 728—6535. :

GGS Gourmet: # 278—6218 or on the web
at GGSGourmet.com
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Mid—South Community Resources

 
CARPET CARE / CLEANING SERVICES
BJ‘s Cleaning Service: # 726—4211.
King‘s Kleaning Service: Home or Office
# 745—3300.

Lee‘s Carpet Care: Commercial or Resi—
dential, 24—hr. service, free estimates
# 327—6165.

COMMUNITY GROUPS
Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA):
Memphis Lambda Center # 276—7379.

Al—Anon (Co—dependency): Memphis
Lambda Center = 276—7379.

Alliance: Leather/levi club e Box 42174,
Memphis 38174.

Aloysius Home, Inc.: (See Friends for Life).
American Gay Atheists (AGA) Memphis:
Box 41371, Memphis 38174—1371.

Aphrodite: 3430 Summer Ave, Memphis
39122,

BGALA {Students for Bigexual, Gay &
Lesbian Awareness): BGALA c/o.Office
of Greek Affairs, Box 100, U of M
38152, email: bgala@ce.memphis.edu.
# 729—3915. Togs

Bluff City Sports Association: Box 41803,
Memphis 38174—1803 # 647—2530.

Brothers & Sisters Bowling League:
# 465—4371 — Richard Andrews.

 

Coalition for Gay & Lesbian Religious:
Affairs: Box 11716, Memphis 38111
# 309—9255 — Emily Haire.

Cotton Pickin‘ Squares: Gay/Lesbian
Square Dance Club e Meets Thurs.,
Prescott Memorial Baptist Church » 2298
Elzey, Memphis 38104 = 272—2116.

Crossroads: African American Gay men‘s
motivation/support/social group. Meets 1st
& 2nd Fridays. Conrad R. Pegues, 1902
Freemont Ave., Memphis 38114,
crpegues @aol.com.

4F: Leather/Levi group « 698 Pope Dr.,
Bartlett 38112.

First Congregational Church: Worship
Service: Sun. 9 & 10:30 am, Wed. 6 pm ®
1000 South Cooper = 278—6786.

‘First Presbyterian Church: Sun. School,
—— 9:30 am; Coffee & fellowship, 10:30 am;

Worship, 11 am e 166 Poplar = 525—
5619.

Friends For Life—HIV Resources: HIV/
— AIDS Service Organization » 1384 Madi—

son, Memphis 38104 # 272—0855 or
# 278—AIDS. :

Holy Trinity Community Church*: Wor—
ship Service: Sun. 11 am& 7 pm; Bible
study: Wed. 7 pm; 3430 Summer
= 320—9376.

Integrity Memphis: Meets the 3rd Tues.,
Healing Service/Eucharist, 6pm; Dinner,
6:45pm, $4; Meeting 7:30pm » c/o Calvary
Episcopal Church, 102 .N. 2nd
# 525—6602.

Into The Light (Women‘s AA): Memphis
Lambda Center # 276—7379.

‘Jackson Lambda Support Group: Mem—
phis Lambda Center # 901—427—1500 for
information. +

Living Word Christian Church: Worship
Service Sun. 10 am & 6pm, Wed. 7 pm ®
340 N Garland = 276—0§77.

Loving Arms (Services for HIV+ Women
& Their Children): Shelia Tankersley,
P.O. Box 3368, Memphis, TN 38173 #
725—6730. i

Memphis Area Gay Youth (MAGY): PO
Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124 # 335—
MAGY for info; website:www.geocities.
com.westhollywood/1772/.

Memphis Bears Club: 1066 Wrenwood,
Memphis 38122 # 323—4773.

Memphis Center for Reproductive Health:
1462 Poplar Ave # 274—3550.

Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community
Center (MGLCC): Box 41074, Memphis
38174 # 324—4297. :

Memphis Lambda Center*: Meeting place
for 12—step recovery programs « 1488
Madison =~ 276—7379, 726—6293,
527—1461, or 327—3676.

Memphis Lesbian & Gay Coalition for
Justice: Box 241363, Memphis 38124 e—
mail: Igc} @ gaymemphis.com, web page:
http:/www.gaymemphis.com/lgc}.

Memphis Pride, Inc.: Gay, Lesbian, Bi—
sexual, & TransgenderedPride Events *
Box 111265, Memphis 38111
# 32—PRIDE, e—mail: MphsPride@ aol.com.

Memphis TransGender Alliance: TV/TS

support group ® c/o Barbara Jean Jasen,
Box 11052, Memphis, TN 38111—0052.

Mystic Krewe of Memphis United:
41 S. Century, Memphis, 38111.

National Organization forWomen (NOW):
Box 40982, Memphis 38174 # 578—3286
or e—mail at memphisnow @hotmail.com.

New Beginnings (Adult Children of
Alcoholics): Memphis Lambda Center
# 276—7379 or 454—1414.

Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians
& Gays (P—FLAG): Box 172031, Mem—
phis 38187—2031 # 761—1444.

Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays
(P—FLAG): Jackson,. TN 38305
# 1—901—664—6614 for information, e—mail:
burtren@aeneas.com

Phoenix. AA Memphis Lambda Center
# 454—1414,

Safe Harbor MCC: 1488 Madison Ave.,
Chapel # 458—0501.

Seriously Sober (AA): Memphis Lambda
Center = 276—7379 or 4541414.

Southern Country Memphis: Country
Western Dance Club.

Southern Sisters: Support group for
transexual women (male to female)
® 728—4297, 7:30—11 pm for referral.5

Stonewall Mission Church: A Progres—
sive Christian Church » Sun. Service 6:30
p.m., meets at the Center, 103 Berry Rd.,
Nashville, TN 37204 # (615) 269—3480.

Sunshine Travelers: Meets every other
Tuesday at 7 pm at The Jungle,
® 788—4PLA (4752)

Tennessee Leather Tribe: Gay men‘s/
women‘s leather org. 1568 Rolling Hills
Dr., Memphis, TN 38127—5409
# 357—1921.

The Mid—Towners Bowling League:
# 323—3111 — Linda Etherton, 342—4630 —
James Bailey.

Tsarus: Leather—Levi club e Box 41082,
Memphis 38174—1082.

Univ. of Miss. Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual
Assoc.: GLBA, PO Box 3541, Univ., MS
38677 # 662—915—7049, email:
glba@olemiss.edu, website: http://
www.olemiss.edu/orgs/glba.

UT—Martin ALLIES: Campus and commu—
nity. Alternate Weds. 5 p.m. Info 131F
Humanities Bldg., Martin 38238,
neilg@utm.edu # 587—7301.

WAC (Woman‘s Action Coalition): PO
— Box 1203, 3566 Walker, Memphis 38111
# 678—3339.

COMPUTER BULLETIN BOARDS
Bear Trappers BBS: Serving Nashville &
surrounding area # (615)360—2837.

COUNSELING SERVICES
Joel Chapman, PhD: 1835 Union Ave.,

Ste. 315 # 726—1284.
Kent D. Fisher, LPC, BCSAC: Group &
Individual Therapy # 458—7164.

Fully Alive! A center for personal enrich—
ment. Susan Taranto, MPS & Carol
Schlicksup, MA. Individual, couples &
group therapy. # 323—2078 » Sliding fee
scale.

Gary Gardia, M.Ed., LCSW: Midtown loca—
tion; grief, loss; Lesbian,Gay &
transgender; individuals, couples
® 527—1098.

Anne S. Gillis, MS: Individual, couple &
family counseling, rebirthing # 761—3435.

Patricia Goshorn, M.Ed.: Licensed Psy—
chological Counselor» Simmons, Kelman
& Assoc., 3960 Knight Arnold Rd, Ste 316
= 369—6050. f

Cliff Heegel, PhD: Licensed Psychologist e
Centerpoint, 5180 Park Ave. Ste 150
= 767—1066.

Sheridan Lambe, LCSW: Individual &
Couple Counseling, # 761—9178.

Joseph Robert Pfeiffer, LCSW:
# 578—9107.

M. Todd Puckett, MS: Individual & group
therapy. e 5180 Park Ave, Ste. 125
# 869—0300 ext. 1 » Sliding fee scale
available. _

J. Kent Usry, CMSW, MAC: Individual &
couples; grief, trauma & addictions coun—
seling. Sliding scale fee. = 491—8632.

DENTAL SERVICES
William N. Castle, D.D.S.: Dentist « 79

North Cooper # 685—5008.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Ronnie Bingham, CPA: Taxes, account—

 

 

 

 

ing, estate planning # 753—1413.
Donald Morgan Bookkeeping and Tax
Service: 3340 Poplar Ave.,Ste 305
# 458—0152.

Karen B. Shea: Financial Consultant, Smith
Barney Inc., 1661 International Dr., Ste.
200 # 818—4134, 800—227—4146, fax: 818—
4233. §

Sarah A. Washington: Investment Advisor
# 466—3588, website: www.lpl.com/
sarah.washington, e—mail: sarah.
washington @ lpl.com.

* FLORISTS
Botanica: 937 S. Cooper, = 274—5767, 1—
800—769—5767, fax: 274—5688.

Park East Florist: 6005 Park = 761—2980.

GRAPHICS/PHOTOGRAPHY
Graffiti Graphics: 1985 Madison #7
# 278—5002.

it‘s Done!: Typing, word processing/print—
ing service—regumés, thesis, manuscripts,
etc, # 795—4308.

J.W. Hlustrations: Pen & Ink drawing of
homes # 386—8193.

Printers Ink: Box 11485,—0485 # 454—1411.
RK Photo: Black & white photography,
processing & printing services. Full color
post card advertising. Call = 452—2766 or
e—mail; btag69a @ prodigy.com.

See—S: Portraits & photography # 327—3760.

HELP & INFORMATION LINES
Affirmation: # (708) 733—9590.
AIDS Switchboard: = 278—AIDS.
Gay & Lesbian Helpline: = 1—888—340—
GLBT (Mon.—Fri., 5—10pm, Sat.—Sun., 4—
9pm).

Gay & Lesbian Hotline: = 1—800—285—7431
(24 hr. help & information for Lesbians,
Gays, transvestites & transexuals).

Gay & Lesbian Youth Hotline: = 1—800—
347—TEEN (Thu.—Sun., 7pm—11:45pm.).

Gay & Lesbian Switchboard: # 324—GAYS
* 24—hrs.

Human Rights Campaign: = 327—2677,
jmaynard2@ earthlink.net

LINC: # 725—8895.
Narcotics Anonymous: # 276—LIVE. __.
Peer Listening: Youth—staffed GLBT youth

hotline (Mon.—Fri., 3—9pm) # 1—800—399—
PEER.

Rape Crisis: = 528—2161.
Suicide & Crisis
# 274—7477.

Transvestite—Transexual —National
Hotline: # (617) 899—2212 (8—2am, Mon.—
Sat.).

 

 

 

Intervention:

 
LEGAL SERVICES

Wayne C. Gulledge, Attorney at Law:
4673 Highway 51, N., Senatobia, Miss.
38668 # (662) 562—0030 phone & fax.

David Hooper, Attorney at Law: 1870
Union Ave # 274—6824.

Deborah K. Brooks, Attorney at Law: 200
Jefferson Ave. = 529—8888.

Susan Mackenzie, Attorney at Law: 1545
Union Ave. # 278—1004.

Robert Ross, Attorney at Law: 100 N.
Main, Ste 3310 = 525—0417.

Jocelyn D. Wurzburg, Attorney at Law:
5118 Park , Ste 232, = 684—1332.

Jason O. Young, Jr., Attorney at Law:
147 Jefferson, Ste 806, = 728—4000.

LODGING
ABC (Affordable Basic Comfort) Retreat:

Nightly/weekly rates on smoking and non—
smoking rooms # 377—7701.

French Quarter Suites*: 2144 Madison
= 523—8912.

The King‘s Cottage: Newly renovated, 87—
89 Clark Place, Midtown Memphis
# 722—8686, www.thekingscottage.com.

MASSAGE SERVICES
ABC A Bodywise Company Retreat: Re—

laxing therapeutic, full—body massage/
sports massage. Biorhythm charting. By
appointment. # 377—7701.

Massage by Jim: # Pager 541—0579.
Taylor Wicker: Therapeutic and profes—

sional massage only. Deep tissue, Thai
massage, stretch therapy. = 359—8966.

Tom Pitman: Rejuvenating full—body mas—
sage by appointment. = 761—7977.

MEDIA
Family & Friends: Free monthly magazine

* Box 771948, Memphis 38177—1948,
# 682—2669, Fax: 685—2234, email:
FamilyMag@aol.com, http://members.

 

 

 

aol.com/familymag/homepage.html.
Recovery Times: Free monthly newspaper
~ focusing on addictions & recovery. Dis—
tributed in Memphis, Jackson, & Nashville
TN # (901) 377—7963.

Triangle Journal News: Free monthly news—
paper published by Printers Ink « Box
11485, Memphis, 38111—0485
# 454—1411, Fax: 454—1411 *51, email:
memphisTJN@aol.com, website: http://
hometown.aol.com/memphistjn.

MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES
Antique Warehouse*: 2563 Summer
# 323—0600.

Bereavement Express: A unique way to
express your sympathy to family, friends,

— co—workes, clients. = 578—9107;
www.LandscapesPublishing.com

Biorhythm Charting. Nuemerology, Tarot
Reading, Chinese Astrological Lunar
Placement Interpretation and Yin Yang
Sticks. Personal consultations by appoint—
ment only: = 377—7701.

Blanea Blue Hair Salon: 2111 Madison #
726—0090. ®

Dabbles Hair Co.: 19 N. Cooper
® 725—0521.

David Gairhan: A/C, refrigeration & appli—
ance repair # 2747011.

Have Bar Will Travel: Bartending for pri—
vate functions e Lisa Gray (The Peabody
Hotel) # 726—5910.

Bob Hughes, EdD: Yoga, relaxation & medi—
tation classes # 682—0855.

Bonnie‘s Doggie Day Care: 885 S. Coo—
per, # 726—1300.

Lavender Earth*: 852 +S. Cooper,
# 272—2853.

Love Song Greeting Cards: Specializing
in greeting cards for lovers only «P.O. Box
676, Horn Lake, MS 38637—2165.

McPherson Appliance Clinic: Sales, ser—
vice & repair, Heating & A/C. » 1447 Na—
tional, # 327—6887, 327—7395.

Midtown Galleries & Auction, Inc.*: An—
tiques, Art, Painted & Unusual Furnish— —
ings « 2228 Central # 725—0049.

Midtown House Cleaning Service: 15yr.
exp., ref., onsight est., e # 274—0281 eve—
nings or weekends.

Pet Care Unlimited: Pet sitting and/or house
sitting by competent, caring couple =
726—6198. 5

Enrica Ramey: Insurance Memphis
# Business: 377—1075, e—mail:
EnricaRamey@aol.com.

Star Search Video*: 1411 Poplar Ave
_ # 272—STAR. %
TNT Painting: Tom Rowe &Trent Gatewood
# 481—7900. f

Tom Webb Ins.: Insuring in the Gay and —
Lesbian Community, 4646 Poplar
# 682—2170.

Vantek: Internet Services « Box 11187,
Memphis 38111—0187 = 324—4999,
e—mail: vtadmin@vantek.net.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
Russell Armstrong, Developer, Looney De—
velopments: 194 Looney Ave. # 525—3044.

Joanna Johnson, Realtor, Clay Johnson
Realty: 757—B West Poplar Ave.
# §53—0237.

Glenn Moore, Broker, Owner, Woodland
Realty: # 377—1057.

Darian Porter, Affiliate Broker, The Carter
Group: 1908 Exeter, Ste. 2, Germantown
= 753—7222, 278—4079.

Steve Solomon, Broker, Sowell & Com—
pany: 54 S. Cooper # 278—4380

TRAVEL
Diverse Excursions: # 726—4672 or
dx_jon@yahoo.com.

Great American Cruises, Inc.: Cruise
Travel Agency, Sherman Perkins, 52 N.
Second = 525—5302.

Travel Customized by Jean Morris: Mem—
ber International Gay & Lesbian Travel
Association # 465—2936.

+ TJN IS ALSO DISTRIBUTED
AT THESE LOCATIONS

Circuit Playhouse: 1705 Poplar Ave.
# 726—5521..

Memphis and Shelby County Public
Library: 1850 Peabody # 725—8800.

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Making Fred Phelps Pay

 

Commentary by Mubarak Dahir 

The best way to deal with Fred

Phelps, I‘ve always thought, was

simply to ignore him.

After all, he doesn‘t have any:

formal theological training, and his

"church" consists of himself as

leader, a gaggle of his own children,

and some 50—plus grandkids.

But now there‘s a better way to

deal with Fred: Make money off

him. It‘s an idea that has swept the

country in the past two months and

raised thousands of dollars for lo—

cal gay and lesbian organizations.

Fred, as you will recall, is the

Topeka, Kan., gay—hating zealot

who travels the country picketing

everything from gay—friendly

churches or businesses to AIDS fu—

nerals. He claims to have protested

more than 20,000 spots throughout

the nation. Anyone or any group

that does anything remotely gay—

positive—from offering domestic

partner benefits to passing a local

nondiscrimination Iaw—can trigger

a visit by Fred.

He thrives on media attention

and riling members of the gay and

lesbian community. Indeed, one of

the ways he finances his cross—coun—

try treks is through lawsuits against

individuals, organizations and mu—

nicipalities who try to interfere with

his demonstrations of hate.

So let him protest, I‘ve always —

thought. Just don‘t give him the sat—

isfaction of paying any attention.

Turns out, however, there is a

much better way to cope with Fred.

It involves publicizing his appear—

ances, and even paying for him to

show up. It‘s such a remarkable

idea, in fact, Fred may start getting

invitations from gay and lesbian

groups everywhere.

The notion is the brainchild of

Keith Orr, owner of Aut Bar in Ann

Arbor, Michigan. In February, Fred

planned a trip to town to protest the

University of Michigan‘s annual

"queer visibility week" on campus.

As a sideshow, Fred scheduled a

picket on Sat., Feb. 17, in front of

Aut, the town‘s only full—time gay

and lesbian bar.

Keith remembers logging onto

his computer one morning in Feb—

ruary and opening an e—mail from a

friend. The e—mail contained a link

to Fred‘s Web page, where he posts

his upcoming activities.

When Keith saw it was just a

matter of days before Aut was to be

a target of Fred‘s road show, he at

first groaned. "Gosh," he thought,

distressed. "We really don‘t need

this."

But as he pondered Fred‘s up—

coming appearance, he realized,

 

Vermont HouseJudiciary

Committee Pushes Ahead

on Repeal of Civil Unions

 

By Ross Sneyd

Associated Press Writer 

R MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) —

—The House Judiciary Committee

voted Apr. 24 to continue working

on a bill that could eventually lead

to a repeal of civil unions.

The committee is one vote shy

of an outright repeal ofthe law that

grants the rights, benefits and re—

sponsibilities of marriage to same—

sex couples.

But committee members who

support repeal agreed to continue

working on a bill that would offer

an alternative to civil unions be—

cause it may provide their only op—

portunity to have an up—or—down

vote on repeal on the House floor.

"I will vote for the reciprocal

partnerships bill to get this out on

the floor as a vehicle for a repeal

bill," said Rep. Carl Haas, R—

Rutland. ___

Reciprocal partnerships are a

concept conceived by Judiciary

Committee Chairwoman Peg Flory

that would repeal civil unions and

offer such partnerships to all

couples who are currently prohib—

ited from marrying under state law.

That includes same—sex couples,

who won marriage rights and ben—

efits through civil unions, as well

as blood relatives.

Flory‘s goal with her bill is to

expand the number of couples who

could qualify for benefits without

using sexual orientation as the cri—

terion for obtaining them.

"We believe Vermonters de—

serve (an) honest, straightforward

vote on the repeal of civil unions

in committee and on the House

floor without any unprincipled

votes for reciprocal benefits for

homosexuals even as a parliamen—

tary maneuver," he wrote. "It would

sadden me to report to voters that

any conservative voted for recipro—

cal benefits."

Among the issues with Flory‘s

bill that trouble civil unions oppo—

nents is that it would require them

to support a bill that would grant

rights to gay and lesbian couples.

Still, repeal supporters on the

Judiciary Committee do not believe

they have much choice if they want

to force a vote.

Rep. Harvey Otterman, R—

Topsham, said he did not like to see

a bill "bottled up in committee," so

he would support Flory‘s bill and

then make a judgment later on

whetherto vote for repeal if such a

proposal were made on the floor.

"I‘m going to reserve the right

to vote as I see fit," Otterman said.

 

"people will want a way to react.

He‘s hard to ignore, with his signs

that proclaim ‘God Hates Fags‘ and

‘AIDS is God‘s Curse.‘ He pushes

emotional buttons, and a lot of

people will feel they want to do

something otherthan just sit around

on their hands while he spews

venom." :

That‘s when Keith came up with

a clever plan for the gay and les—

bian community to profit from

Fred‘s notoriety. If Fred was going

to show up and spout his rancor,

why not cash in on it. Literally.

Keith sent an e—mail to 270 of

his customers, announcing he in—

tended to pledge $1 for every

minute of Phelps‘ hour—long protest

in front of Aut Bar. He would do—

nate the money to the Washtenaw

Rainbow Action Project, the local

GLBT community center and advo—

cacy group. In his e—mail, Keith

encouraged others to join the pledge

drive. Participants were free to cap

their pledges, so Fred wouldn‘t bust

their bank. He also emphasized that

anyone could participate, even

those on a low budget. The size of

the pledge was secondary to the.

sense of action.

Within minutes, pledges started

pouring into Keith‘s e—mail box,

ranging from 10 cents to $5 per

minute. Most were local, but thanks

to the Internet, word of the cam—

paign spread fast. Pledges soon be—

gan arriving from such far—away

places as Florida, Massachusetts

and California.

Saturday afternoons are usually

sleepy at the Aut Bar. But by 4 p.m.

on Feb. 17, about 140 people

crammed into the 1200 square foot
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space to make good on their pledges

and show each other support. Most

patrons arrived a good half hour or

so before Fred‘s 4:30 p.m. start

time, so they wouldn‘t have to cross

his nasty picket line. Iifside the bar,

the mood was jovial,

celebratory. It was an amazing

transformation: Fred‘s presence, so

often the cause of anguish, had been

turned into a triumph for the local

gay and lesbian community.

Before Fred and his cronies

packed up their malice, Keith Orr

had collected about $7500 in

pledges.

Word of this brilliant plan soon

followed Fred on his trail of ma—

levolence. A March appearance in

Las Vegas raised $1000. Fred‘s

April 2 showing in Madison, Wise.,

netted $6000 for a gay group there.

His scheduled April 21 appearance

in Topeka—to protest the city‘s

even

symphony, which he just assumes

must be filled with homos—is be—

ing met by a pledge drive titled "Ev—

ery Minute Counts." §

Keith has now become the un—

official Fred Phelps pledge drive

consultant, offering free advice to

groups all around the country on

how to cash in on a Fred sighting.

Keith says he gets daily e—mails ask—

ing for hints on how to organize and

carry out the plan. Most recently,

he‘s heard from organizers in San

Antonio, San Francisco and Boston.

"Of course, I‘d rather Fred just

stayed home," admits Keith. "But

as long as he‘s going out, let‘s use

him to raise money and build local

gay and lesbian communities."

NOTE: You can reach Keith Orr

at AutBar@aol.com.

Mubarak Dahir receives e—mail

at MubarakDah@aol.com
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Mani Enters Guilty Plea in Boy‘sRape, Death in Exchange for Life
 By Brian SkoloffAssociated Press Writer 

BENTONVILLE, Ark. (AP)—A man charged, with mastermind—ing the fatal rape of a 13—year—oldboy pleaded guilty in a—deal with. —prosecutors that spareshislife.Davis Don Carpenter: 39, was

charged in the Sept.26, 1999, rape

and death of Jesse Dirkhising. Pros—

ecutors said Carpenterdiagrammed

an attack carried out by Carpenter‘s»

lover, Joshua Brown.: =

The state sought execution for

both men, but Brown was sen—

tenced to life in prison without pa—

role last month after being found

guilty of first—degree murder and

rape.

Carpenter‘s deal, approved by

Circuit Judge David Clinger, gave

himthe same life penalty on the _

~ murder countand another life sen—

[61106 on the rape count.

for the seventh—grader to die.

Medical examiners said Jesse

died of positional asphyxia — be—

° ing unable to breathe because of the

way he was bound on Brown‘s bed.

Also cited was an overdose of an _

_anti—depressant: Jesse was too

drugged to moveto a position

where he could catch his breath. —

In his police interviews, Brown

.. said Carpenter had directed the as—

Brown,23, told policethat hey
bound Jesse with duct tape and

~ raped him with a variety of objects, <

including food but never intended _

sault but did nottake part. In a jail—
house interV1ew Tast week,
however, BrowntoldTheAssom-Ll
ated Pressthat Carpenter partiCi- %

pated.
After the interview, prosecutors

talked to Brown about testifing at
Carpenter‘s trial, but Brown made
no promise to testify.

Carpenter has maintained that
he was asleep during much of the
overnight assault and was awak—
ened only when Jesse was found
unconscious after Brown took a

_ break from the attack to eat a sand—
wich. A witness at Brown‘s trial,
however, said she saw Carpenter at

. her all—nightgrocery storebuying

duct tape..

Negotiations on Carpenter‘s re—
quest for a plea bargain intensified
after Brown‘s conviction and sen—
tencing.

Dirkhising‘s death had drawn §
protesters who say it deserves as
much outrage as the case of Mat— _
thew Shepard, the University of _
Wyoming student who prosecutors
say was beaten to death in 1998
because he was a homosexual.

 

School CiviLRightsTeams
AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) —Students should stand up for class— .:mates.who are being called names,belittled or harassed in school cor—,ridors, an expert on civil rights inschools says.If one person took a stand, MarkBrown said, there would be a chainreaction and others would follow.Brown. addressed a workshopApr. 9 at the third annual CivilRights Team Statewide Confer— —ence, which drew 1,800 studentsand faculty to the Augusta Civic

Center.
Attorney General Steven Rowe

applauded the state‘s school civil
rights teams and thanked them for .
what they have accomnplished. _

Rowe said recent incidents of
school violence around the coun—
try highlight the need to examine
ways to prevent tragedies in
schools.

Brown, of Pleasantville, N.Y
speaks at schools worldwide about

the impact of builying:and exclu—.,
sion on young people: In 1999, the ;
NationalAcademy of, Television;
Arts & Sciences nominated his
Maine PBS television. special,.
Words Count with Mark. Brown,for..

an Emmy Award for Outstanding
Educational Instruction Program.

"A little word can make a dif—
ference — loser, moron, fag, slut,"
Brown told his audience. "Your
words can become swords if you‘re

not careful."
An Oak Hill High School stu—

dent and civil rights team member —
described how she and several
friends helped a fellow student af—.
‘ter someone had stuck nasty notes
and spray—painted a derogatory
word on her locker.

The group of friends wrote good
notes to the student about how spe—
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cial she is and how nitichsh
needed. They told her ‘to ignore" K

those. who penned the bad notes... ,;:

"Wow!. What..a .concept,."

Brown said. "You took negative

words and replaced them withposi—; .,
«: tive words."

Students offered examples of
civil rights. violations in their

schools. s :
An Auburn middle school stu—

dent said one student at his school
gets beaten up daily by classmates

 

UrgedtoStandUptopBuIIies f HTZ__
ped himas gay.

Qtudents saidyouths are picked "—
on:because of the. way they dress
or behave,. their nationality or.reli—
gion, economic statusand sexual §
orientation.

When Brown asked how many
in theaudiencewere afraid to. step
in and stop bullying: they witness;,
hands filled the air.

"In my school, you instantly
become atarget yourself," said Eric
Brown, of Windham High School.

    
  

® sandfaculQQ a
serious about no tolerance
Brown said. bgt

People mightnot appreciate the

ark“:g

 

; lifestyle politics;religion or behav—
ior of another person; but that
doesn‘t give themthe.right to vio—

late their civil rights, he said:

"You need to step in and take —
action," he said: "You muststand .
up for these people."

 

WASHINGTON, — On Sat.,
Apr. 14, Lieutenant Steve May, an
openly gayRepublican Arizona
State Representative, completed
his term of service in the United

States Army Reserves. May faced
discharge under the "don‘t ask—

_don‘t tell—don‘t pursue—don‘t ha—
rass" policy for remarks about his
sexual orientation made during a
debate on the floor of the Arizona

Legislature in response to an anti—
gay bill. The Army dropped the dis—
charge action in January to allow
him to complete his service.

C. Dixon Osburn, executive di—
rector of Servicemembers Legal |
Defense network, said, "The Army
tacitly recognizes that it should
have never pursued May. He made
comments as a civilian with no real

expectation that he would be called
back to the active reserves. And he
made those comments in his capac— —
ity as an elected official. The Army
would have had a hard time ex—

plaining to a federal judge why the
gay ban‘s reach extended to civil—
ians and elected officials."

May said, "I did what any sol—
dier would do when called back to

the active reserves. I put on my
uniform and reported for duty."

Prior to his Reserve service,
May served in the U.S. Army‘s
First Infantry Division (from 1993—
1995) as a Nuclear, Biological and
Chemical Defense Officer. Before
leaving active duty as a first lieu—
tenant, he served as an assistant
battalion operations officer, pla—
toon leader and company executive

Openly Gay Soldier Finishes Termof Service

officer. He is one of very few quali—
fied as a nuclear submariner (Sil—
ver Dolphins) and paratrooper.
(Airborne).

Osburn said, "May‘s service di—
rectly undercuts the rationale that
gays hurt military readiness. May
is exactly the sort of soldier the
Army should fight to retain. Con—
gress needs to wake up and recog—
nize the cost of the gay ban to our

country."
May, who left officially on Apr.

14, had already finished his final
day of duty with his soldiers. "It
was tough," May told the Arizona
Republic. "I‘m never going to wear
this uniform again. I‘m not going
to see my soldiers again."

 

Florida Court Won‘t Hear Challenge to

Domestic Partnership Law

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) —
The Florida state Supreme Court
declined to hear arguments on a do—
mestic partnership law allowing un—
married partners to receive some of
the same benefits as married couples.
A conservative legal foundation

had asked the court to declare the
Broward County ordinance in viola—
tion of the state‘s Defense of Mar—
riage Act, which prohibits legal
recognition of same—sex relation—
ships.

The action ends a long battle that .
began when the county agreed in
1999 to grant partnership benefits to
same—sex and heterosexual couples.

"We arejust getting the rights that

belong to us," said Fort Lauderdale
resident Richard Rogers, who has
been with his partner Bill Mullins for
38 years. "We fought hard for this.
We‘re proud the court had common
sense."

Couples who register their rela—
tionships with the county are granted
the same rights as married couples
at hospitals, jails and other county
facilities. They can name their part—
ners to make health care decisions
and serve as their guardians if they
are disabled.

The partners of unmarried county
employees can receive insurance

benefits, and employees can use sick
leave and bereavement leave to care

for their partners.
More than 1,000 unmarried ho—

mosexual and heterosexual couples
have registered their relationships in
the last two years.

Lawyers for the Viriginia—based
Northstar Legal Center said they
would not appeal to the U.S.
Supreme Court. f

"The court battle is over," lawyer
‘Jordan Lorence said in the Apr. 7

editions of the South Florida Sun—
Sentinel.

He said opponents of the law

could seek a referendum to overturn
it or push state legislators to outlaw
such ordinances. .

 

 



  

Task Force Suggests Schools Use Textbooks on Gay Issues
 By Jennifer KerrAssociated Press Writer 
SACRAMENTO (AP) — Cali—fornia schools should have text—books covering sexual orientation ‘issues including homosexuality toincrease students‘ sensitivity to gayclassmates, a state task force rec— >ommends.The panel released a report sug—gesting ways schools can addressa California law aimed at prevent—ing discrimination against students— who are gay or thought to be gay.:The law, which took effect inJanuary 2000, expands the state‘s . be",

prohibition on harassment and dis—

crimination in schools to include

targeting students for "actual or

perceived sexual orientation and

actual or perceived gender."

The law also seeks to protect

students who do not fit into stereo—

typical gender roles, such as a boy

considered effeminate or a girl
called a tomboy.

‘"We cannot expect students to
achieve to their fullest potential if
they are constantly worried about
their safety or because they are dis—
criminated against as a result of

who they are or are perceived to
said state school Superinten—

dent Delaine Eastin, who created
the 36—member task force.

The panel recommends that
schools find ©culturally sensitive"

books that talk about sexual—orien—
tation issues and mention "lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender his—
torical figures events, concepts and
issues.‘

In addition, schools should cre—
ate positive, grade—appropriate vi—
sual images that include all sexual

. orientations and gender identities
for use in school common areas, the
report says.

"Inclusion of these references
will provide a context for lesbian,

gay, bisexual and transgender
people to be perceived in a broad,
positive cultural and historical per—
spective, rather than as an isolated
group, subject to derision and
scorn," it says.

Research shows gay students
are more likely to use alcohol or
drugs, be depressed, have low self—
esteem or contemplate suicide than
their straight peers, the task force
says.

Teachers need training to help
prevent harassment and discrimi—
nation based on sexual orientation
and create a school climate that
doesn‘t encourage such hostility,

the task force says.
Other recommendations include

informing students and their par—
ents about their rights under the
law, creating a statewide public
information campaign about the:
law and funding research into
promising anti—discrimination pro—
grams and models.

On the Net:
Read the task force report at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/

spbranch/safety
Read the law, AB537 ‘of 1999

by Sheila Kuehl, D—Santa Monica,
at http://www.sen.ca.gov

 

 
Victim RecallsGay Bar Shooting

By Nick P. Divito
Associated Press Writer

Page Webb had just been shot
in the face and sprawled on the
floor, choking on her own blood.
Six feet away, Danny Overstreet
lay motionless and clinging to life.

Through the screaming and
chaos, "I heard him give his last
breath. It was like a ‘whoof.‘ I‘ll
never forget that," Webb said.

It‘s been a little more than six
months since a man walked into the
Backstreet Cafe in Roanoke and
opened fire, killing one and injur—
ing six in an attack against gays.

For Webb, the night of Sept. 22
was supposed to be spent celebrat—
ing a friend‘s birthday.
Webb wasn‘t there more than 20

minutes when, police say, Ronald
Edward Gay entered the bar.

The 55—year—old Gay ordered a
beer and scanned the room for a
place to sit.
"We looked at each other and

locked eyes," Webb said. "It was
one of the worst feelings L ever had.
I can‘t explain it."

Gay approached the table where
Overstreet sat and pulled up a chair,
placed his beer on the counter and
opened his trenchcoat.
Webb thought he was reaching

for a pack of cigarettes.
But Gay took a big step back.

And shots rang out.
Overstreet was hit first, Webb

said. The man turned to her and
fired as she scurried under a table.

"It hit so hard it knocked me out
into the floor, face down," Webb,
42, said from her home in Dublin.

The bullet had entered her
temple and exited the top of her
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324—4297 —
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Clubs, Organizations, Counselors,
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k Lesbian Community
~ Center.Operational
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by Amnesia.

 Published as a public service by the Triangle Journal News.

mouth, re—entered her neck and
‘lodged in her chest, collapsing her
lung. While she lay there, she was
hit three times in the leg by rico—
cheting bullets, she said.

When she hit the ground she
prayed: "Lord, if it was my time to
come to Heaven bring me on," she
said. But it wasn‘t her time.
Two strangers rushed to her

side. One woman put her hands on
her neck, another cradled her head
and turned it so she could see.
—"Those two were like two an—
gels," Webb said. "I didn‘t even
know them."

After emptying his gun, police
said, Gay walked out of the bar. He
was arrested a few blocks away.

When authorities arrived at the
bar, Overstreet, 43, already was
dead.

Gay remains in jail. His trial is

set for May 21 on first—degree mur— —
der, aggravated malicious wound—
ing and firearms charges.
~*Gay apparently was angry over
the connotation of his last name,
and seemingly humiliated that
three of his sons had changed their
names, police said.

"This is absolutely one of the
worst cases of hate crimes in the:
United States," said Phyllis Bow—
man, who signed on as treasurer of
"Roanoke 7," an organization of—
fering assistance to victims of the
shooting.

"No one should be subject to a
hate crime," she said. "It‘ s time for
this thing to end."

Gay later condemned homo—
sexuals in a letter to The Roanoke
Times.

—— "When I am gone another will
take my place," Gay wrote, adding

+

that "their meeting places andbars
will be destroyed with them"ifthey
don‘t move to "their city," San
Francisco.
Webb was released from the

hospital on Oct. 3. She still
grapples with "excruciating pain."

In the six months that have
passed, Webb got a new set of teeth
and dyed her hair. She returned to
the bar recently to learn the carpet
had been replaced and the booths
removed.

"Once I got my teeth back in and
got myself looking more like me
again, I don‘t feel as bad. I‘m very
thankful for that," she said.

She has no ill—will toward the
man accused of shooting her.

"I don‘t hate that man," she said.
"I kind of made peace with it."‘
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: Deep Inside

Billy Bob Takes It

in the Behind

Billy Bob Thornton, who made

rural inbreeding seemhip in Sling

Blade, will play a bigoted sheriff

who‘s forced to solve a

transsexual‘s murder in Behind the

Sun. Sela Ward (Once and Again)

will star opposite Thornton, as will

Patricia Arquette as the murdered

by Romeo San Vicente

LOLLYVWOOD:

transsexual‘s spouse. A crime

thriller that uncovers a trail of

sexual deviancy involving govern—

ment officials, Behind the Sun is

produced by John Morrisey, of

American History X, and directed

by scriptwriter Robby Henson. The

sexual conspiracy exposed by

Thornton‘s character will lead all

the way to the highest levels of

public office, according to E/ En—
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'Sharon Gless, left, shares a moment with her Queer as Folk co—stars Peter Paige and Randy Harrison at the

 

 

GLAAD(Gay& Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation) Media Awards Mon., Apr. 16, in New York. In the Showtime
television series Gless plays Debbie; Paige plays Emmett and Harrison plays Justin.

tertainment News. Perhaps this
means Bill Clinton will finally be

making his feature film debut?

AIDS Drama in Somalia

Creates Buzz —

The Last Face, a drama about
AIDS—relief workers in Somalia, is
beginning filming under the lead—
ership of Leaving Las Vegas Pro—
ducer Paige Simpson. There are
several reasons this film may be
worth waiting for: it‘s an all—im— ‘
portant topic which has been com—
pletely neglected by Hollywood;

the buzz about the script is great;
and the fact that it‘s being pro—
duced by Brits gives hope it won‘t
turn into Dawson‘s Desert, though
Simpson is based here in Los An—
geles. The film is an ensemble
piece that will star the best actors
willing to work on a $10 million
budget. Plans are for a mixture of
young and old thespians from both
sides of the pond, with no major
names signed as yet, though
Russell Crowe, Tom Cruise and
Catherine Zeta—Jones have been
mentioned. Zeta—Jones worked for

two years to get a similar relief—

worker script, Beyond Borders, off
the ground. Barring a strike, The

Last Face should be a Christmas

release.

Viva La Vida Loca

Ricky Martin has been offered
the Elvis Presley role in an upcom—
ing remake of the King‘s 1964
camp classic, VivaLas Vegas.
Penned by Queer as Folk andTrick
writer Jason Schafer, the film may
also feature Jennifer Lopez as
Martin‘s love interest, recreating a
role played by Ann—Margret in the

original production. In this version,
however, lead character Lucky
Jackson will be changed from a

rugged racecar driver to a Puerto
Rican singer who‘s determined to

make it big in the nightclub capital
of the world. The alteration might

be because of Martin‘s less—than—
butch persona, but if the world is
willing to believe that Ricky‘s at—
tracted to Jennifer Lopez, Romeo‘s
sure they‘d believe he‘s capable of

racing cars, too.

Come Up and See

Dolly Sometime

Dolly Parton will star as the

greatest drag queen of them all,
Mae West, in a telepic she will
exec—produce for ABC. Janet
Roach (Prizzi‘s Honor) will write
the script, which will focus on how
West built her controversial per—
sona. Most people don‘ t know that

. West borrowed heavily from gay °
male culture in creating her persona
and wrote frequently about homo—
sexuals and drag queens. In 1926
West‘s Broadway play, Sex, was
closed as a public nuisance by the
NYPD and she spent 10 days in jail
for indecency. Speculation was that
the real target was her next produc—
tion, The Drag, a male drag show
that theater owners were then too

scared to book. Whether the Par—

ton project will include West‘s pen—
chant for queers remains to be seen.
Regardless, sharing a couple of

well—known physical attributes as
well as persona—building expertise,
Parton seems a natural to play
West. 8

_ PFLAG Honoree

— Channing Cast as

Shepard‘s Mom

Shooting begins in Toronto and
other locations this month on The
Matthew Shepard Story, the "offi—

cial" retelling of the real—life trag—
edy. The production will star

Stockard Channing and Sam
Waterston as Matthews parents.
Channing has starred in several
gay—friendly projects (such as her

(AP Photo/Stephen Chernin)

Oscar—nominated performance in
Six Degrees ofSeparation) and has
been honored by several gay orga—
nizations for her work. Recently,
she co—starred in the lesbian
friendly Showtime mini—series It‘s
a Girl Thing. Waterston, of course,
is the star of the long—running Law
& Order series on NBC. The role
of Matthew will most likely go to
an unknown who will be an—
nounced once production begins.
Co—produced by Matthew‘s
mother, Judy, and exec—produced
by Goldie Hawn, the movie will air
on NBC most likely in October

2001.

Angels to Fly on HBO

Tony Kushner‘s play, Angels in
America, may be granted new life
on the small screen if director Mike
Nichols has his way. Nichols, who
recently adapted Margaret Edson‘s
Wit for HBO, plans to bring Angels
in America to the pay cable net—
work as well. Nichols will turn the
six—hour stage play into a three—part

miniseries and has mentioned Al
Pacino for the role of Roy Cohn.
Pacino had previously been cast as

Cohn in a 1994 film version of
Angels that was to be directed by
Robert Altman of The Player. That

version, however, was ultimately
scrapped, and Kushner‘s play still
hasn‘t made it to the big screen.
Nichols is also recruiting Mery!
Streep for his production ofAngels.
Romeo thinks she‘d make a mar—
velous Roy Cohn, should Al Pacino

_ turn down the part..

Romeo San Vicente has had a
lot of success using Mae West‘s
‘pick—up lines. You can reach
Romeo in care of this publication
or via email
RomeoDeep@aol.com. For more
Deep Inside Hollywood, visit
w w w . po pc o rn g .c o m,
www.gay.com or www.queery.com.

 

 



  
 

Some People Are Just Too Ignorant
 — _Commentary by Bob Buchanan 

It really doesn‘t come as a sur—prise to me that a group of teens_ who visited the Florida State Leg—islature supporting gay rights leg—islation were met with hatefulcondemnation.. Legislators areonly there because people put themthere and people just seem to beignorant sometimes.A group of Florida gay and les—bian teens were visiting the legis—lature to seek support and met withRep. Allen Trovillion who repre—sents part of suburban Orlando.Rather than offer any support, |Trovillion lectured the students onhow they were bringing out thedestruction of American societyand that God would punish themfor being gay. He said that Goddestroyed Sodom and Gomorrahand that God would destroy them,
too.Trovillion is obviously a veryignorant man at best. He is igno—rant to the idea that he is in his po—sition to represent all of the peopleof his constituency and this is avery diverse group. He is ignorantthat, as a representative of the state,he was probably violating theseyoung people‘s constitutionalrights by imposing his religion onthem in a way that denied themequal voice and protection. He isignorant that to spew forth his

prejudicial hate means abusing hispower and being a bully toward agroup (young gays and lesbians)who are bullied way too much inthis culture. I would think even alegislator would know that adultsare not supposed to pick on kids.Trovillion is also ignorant in theone area where I imagine he thinkshe has some knowledge — TheBible. Since he wanted to quoteScripture to justify his prejudice,he probably thinks he is on solidground. The problem is that hisview of Scripture doesn‘t fit withthe truth. The Bible never con—demns two people of the same sexfor loving one another. The Biblenever says gays and lesbians aregoing to hell and worthy of somespecial judgement from God. TheBible doesn‘t say God condemnedSodom and Gomorrah because theywere attracted to the same sex.What Trovillion and others likehim think the Bible says simply
isn‘t there.The Bible does say some thingsvery clearly that Mr. Trovillionshould pay attention to. In Isaiahthose who would not defend thepowerless are warned lest they faceGod‘s judgement. Leaders who donot uphold the weak members ofsociety and the outcastsare particu—larly singled out for God‘s judge—ment. The New Testament statesquite plainly in the Epistles that
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"there is neither Greek nor Jew,bond nor free, nor male nor femalein Christ Jesus." The early churchbelieved in tearing down the wallsof sexism. It wasn‘t until hundredsof years later that the church de—cided homosexuality is sin. LikeTrovillion, they missed the pointand began to spread a great deal ofignorance.

flu fLG

Rep. Trovillion should beashamed for what he did to thosekids, and I believe he has disquali—fied himself from leadership. Somepeople are just too ignorant, somuch so that it is hard to believe itis just ignorance after all.Bob Buchanan is a psychothera—pist and Evangelical Anglican min—

TTT 

ister who lives with his partner inDurham, NC and is the author ofLove, Honor & Respect, a book onChristianity and gay prejudice,which is available at your book—store or iuniverse.com, or by call—ing 1—877—288—4737. Bob can bereached atBobnDurham@aol.com.

Behind Paulelte‘s in
Overton Square
[90 1) 725—7 15 |

e The Finest in Alternative Cinema
e Cozy CaféAtmosphere
« OutdoorPatio _

e Wine & CappucinoBar

« ImportedBeers — 4
« Expanded Concession Menu

Macco Movie Hotline: (90 1) 68 1—2020
Weesite: www.maAuco.com

Visit TIN‘s weesite ano win Maco movie passes!
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The Community Corner
 

by Robyn Johnson 

Welcome to spring from the

Memphis Gay and Lesbian Com—

munity Center (MGLCC)! "March

Madness" wasn‘t only about bas—

ketball, although we love our teams

here in the Mid—south. Wey:at the

Community Center, had a blast

during our mem—

bership drive.

Thank you to all

the business own—

ers who graciously

allowed us the

space and time to

hand out brochures

and membership

information. In ad—

dition to March

Membership Mad—

ness, MGLCC

provided an infor—

mation/member—

ship table at

Pride‘s Picnic on

Sun., Apr. 22. We

are looking for—

ward to seeing our membership

numbers jump as a result of these

efforts. Remember, it‘s not the

"Memphis" Gay and Lesbian Com—

munity Center without you.

  

 

LEE

memphis gay & leshian

community center

Speaking of new members, the

board would like to welcome and

present Timothy Yates. He will be

filling Roy Eure‘s position (mem—

ber—at—large) and taking over as

public relations chairperson. His

background includes marketing

communications,

project manage—

ment and event

planning. He

holds a bachelor

of science degree

from Jackson

State University

in Mass Commu—

— nications, As

many of you

know by now, we

are attempting to

raise the funds

necessary to ei—

ther build or buy

and renovate a

"home" of our

own. Toward this

end we have set a goal of $250,000.

Some members of the commu—

nity have come to us with questions

about how the money contributed

to MGLCC is used, so we would

     

  

* Steam Clean

* Pretreat

* Deoderizer

* Disinfectant

 

SprinCleanupTime'

CarpetUpholstery
RV‘s ® Trucks * Car Interiors

 

CarpPeteuaro Avaiuasie
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LEE WATSON 24 Hour Service —827—6165
Owner FREE ESTIMATES

* Furniture Moved
* Stain Removal
* Rust Removal
* Pet Odor Control

     
 

 

  

Community Calendar

mglcccalendar@yahoo.com

The Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community Center (MGLCC) is giv—
ing the community a centralized presence on the web.

If you are involved in or know of any events missing from the calen—
dar, or if there are changes or additional information for an event already
on the calendar, e—mail the group at mgleccalendar@yahoo.com or call
725—1574 and leave a message with the information.

Bookmark the site for future reference and share this information with
any lists or persons that might be interested.

 

like to take this opportunity to an—
swer some of those concerns.
MGLCC‘s general operating

expenses come from your paid ba—
sic memberships. Any amount over
the basic membership amount of a
Partner membership goes directly
into the building fund, as does all
money raised from building
fundraisers.

The MGLCC Board is actively
seeking advice and guidance from
qualified members of the commu—
nity in order to establish a formal,
legally binding set of rules for han—
dling building fund monies, so that
any board changes in the future
cannot affect how the money is
spent.

Money given in good faith will
still be required to be used for its
original purpose. We would also
like to remind you once again that
we are a 501(c)3 organization. This
means that your contributions are
tax deductible to the extent pro—
"vided by law, and also that we
qualify for United Way and Com—
munity Foundation contributions.

In keeping with our goals of
"promoting community through
educational and cultural events,"
MGLCC hosts a monthly Town
Hall Meeting. On Apr. 1 MGLCC _
hosted a discussion session ‘with
BGALA and CRASD. BGALA is

_ the Bisexual Gay and Lesbian As—
sociation at the University ofMem—
phis (also open to non—students).
~CRASD is the Committee for Re—
search and Action on Sexual Di—
versity and is also based at the
university. Beth and Jason, the
president and vice president of
BGALA, spoke briefly and then
answered questions.

At this time BGALA meets ev—
ery Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. in room
310F of the University Center. Dr.
Larry Edwards is the group‘s cur—
rent faculty advisor.
CRASD is a group of faculty

and graduate students "working for
other gay, lesbian, bisexual, and
transgender students." They helped
to bring speaker Leslie Feinberg to
the University ofMemphis on Apr.
5. Future plans for both groups in—
clude getting an official room in the
University Centerand entering a
float in next month‘s Pride Parade.

Also, ifyou know someone who
will enter the University of Mem—
phis tell them to look in their "New
Student Packet" for more informa—
tion about BGALA and CRASD.

All Town Hall Meetings are
scheduled for the first Sunday of
each month from 6—8 p.m. at First
Congregational Church on Cooper
Street (just south of Cooper and
Young, parking in back).

Town Hall Meetings are not the
only monthly activities MGLCC
hosts. We are proud to gather for a
scrumptious potluck dinners on the
third Thursday of each month. This
event is also held at First Congre—
gational Church. April‘s theme was
Family Favorites. As this is also a
means of generating funds for op—
erating costs, we ask for a $3 do—
nation if you bring an entrée or
dessert or $6 without an entrée or
dessert.

For those of you who really are
getting mileage out of that Franklin
Planner you got for Christmas, the
May Potluck will be on the 17th at
7:30 p.m.

Springtime is also film festival
time. This was the 5th year for The
Twinkie Museum GLBT Film Fes—
tival and we tried to make it spe—
cial. We kicked the event off on
Thurs., Apr. 26, with a reception
sponsored by and held at Bogie‘s
Delicatessen. Live music was pro—
vided by Carol Plunk.

At 9 p.m. the party moved
across the parking lot to Studio on
the Square for a showing of The
Times ofHarvey Milk.

The festival picks back up on
Saturday morning at 10 a.m. with
a viewing of Golden Threads and
What Sex am 1?

The afternoon session begins at
1 p.m. and features a trailer from
Mark Jones‘ new film, then the
short No Regret, and feature film

. Edge ofSeventeen.
Sunday‘s edition starts at 10

a.m. with a showing of Our House
and School‘s Out, a film recently
completed by CRASD. We then
take a short lunch break and pick
back up at 1 p.m. with a showing
of Outlaw, and then the feature
Late Bloomers.

Did everyone enjoy Pageant?
We enjoyed it so much and it was

such a successful, crowd—pleasing
fundraiser we thought we should do :
it again. Dates and times are not
‘quite firm yet, but keep your eyes
and ears open for a very special
performance of Love! Valour!
Compassion! We are looking to
purchase a weekend some time in
June.

And speaking of June — it is
Pride Month! As part of the festivi—
ties MGLCC will be hosting a June
Party. We expect to have a DJ and
music. Mark your calendars now,
Pride Weekend is June 15—17.
Watch for more news and events
about Pride here.

If all this has sounds like some—
thing you would like to participate
in, we would love to have you join.
us. Board members are elected at
the August Town Hall Meeting

— (Aug. 5, 2001). The board consists
of the president, vice president,
secretary, treasurer and seven
members—at—large. All positions
will be voted on—at this time. To be
eligible to vote you must be a mem—
ber of the Community Center and
present at this meeting. Participa—
tion is not exclusive to the board.
We need all the help we can get

providing information, planning
events, and executing these plans.
Volunteers welcome! Or, if you
would just like to contact us, you
may do so by calling the MGLCC
(automated) Switchboard at (901)
324—GAYS (4297). We are also on
the web at
www.memphisgayweb.org. Our
community calendar is posted at
www.calendar.yahoo.com/public/
mgleccalendar. Our address is:
MGLCC P.O. Box 41074 Mem—
phis, TN 38 174—1074

Until next month— have a good
one!

 

 

 

M.A.G. Y.

Memphis Area

Gay Youth

Peer support and

discussion group

Call 335—MAGY

website: www.gaymemphis.com/magy/

Published as a public service by The Triangle Journal News.

Take Pictures?

Share them

with us!

 

Send your pictures to
TJN

P.O. Box 11485
‘Memphis, TN 38111

or email to —
memphistin@ aol.com

(Please send
seperately as.

  
attachments)
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What Was the Office of the Night?
During the Renaissance, thecity—state of Florence, home toDante, Michelangelo and manyother great writers and artists, wasalso famous as a hotbed of malehomosexuality. Preachers de—nounced and poets sometimespraised the city for its sexual li—cense, while across the:Alps, Ger—mans coined the wordflorenzen asslang for "sodomize." Finally onApril 17, 1432, after numeroushalf—hearted attempts to mend theircity‘s reputation, the Florentinecity fathers created the Office of theNight. Charged with the specifictask of eradicating "the abominablevice of sodomy," this committeewas like none other in Europe.Although the term "sodomy"embraced all forms of "unnatural"sex, including oral and anal sexbetween a man and a woman, it wassexual relations between men thatcaused the greatest furor. In mostcases, this involved an older manas the active partner, usually be—tween 19 and 40 years of age, anda teenage boy, sometimes as youngas 12, as the passive partner, thoughthere were notable exceptions, in—cluding the very rare (and espe—cially reviled) occurrence of oldermen who let themselves besodomized by younger men and

  
            
    

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

adolescents.Florentines‘ anxiety about theprevalence of sodomy in their citywas closely linked to fears aboutthe plague, several outbreaks ofwhich occurred in the early 15thcentury. Not only was the plagueconsidered divine retribution forthe vice, but sodomites were also

 

blamed for keeping the city‘s popu—lation from increasing.. Six Officers of the Night wereelected annually, mostly from theleading Florentine families. Unlikeother officials, Night Officers wererequired to be married and at least45 years old. The office usuallyproceeded on the basis of anony—mous accusations, which citizensdropped in special boxes aroundthe city. In order to convict, theofficers needed the confession ofat least one of the parties involved.

Call Now!
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Significantly, the penalties for

sodomy were much less severe un—

der the Office of the Night than

they had been previously. Whereas

a first—time offender might have

been fined the enormous sum of

250 gold florins in the early 15th

century, with the establishment of

the Office of the Night, the fine for

a first—time conviction was reduced

to 50 gold florins, about a year‘s

wages for a skilled artisan, and

fines for minors (those under 18)

were significantly less.

But even these penalties were

reduced further in the 1450s, with

first convictions bringing a fine of

10 florins. Also, beginning in the

1450s, people could avoid all pen—

~ alties by voluntarily confessing to

sodomy before they were impli—

cated by others. Passive partners,

whose confessions were a primary

source of information for the Night

Office, were rarely punished.

People with multiple convic—

tions could get harsher sentences,

miliation — the pillory, flogging,

branding, or being made to ride a

donkey through town — but these

were rarely handed down, and the

Night Office almost never sen—

tenced anyone to death (a sentence

the law allowed for adults con—

victed five or more times).

The picture that emerges in

15th—century Florence, then, and

especially during the rule of

Lorenzo de‘ Medici (1469—1492),

is one of considerable lenience to—

such as banishment or public hu—

ward sodomy. Still, with the low

penalties, people were less reluc—

tant to denounce their neighbors —

and their own partners in sodomy

— and authorities were more will—

ing to convict. During the 70—year

operation of the Office of the

Night, more than 15,000 people

were formally implicated in the

practice, with some 3,000 convic—

tions — this in a city of only

40,000. By comparison, during ap—

proximately the same period in

Venice, only 411 people were pros—

ecuted for sodomy, with around

250 convictions.

Church leaders and other pub—

lic figures periodically repri—

manded the Night Officers for

being too lenient and too suscep—

tible to political influence. Indeed,

sexual relations between men and

adolescent boys were deeply inter—

twined in the social fabric of

Florentine life, so much so that

parents sometimes encouraged

their teenage sons to court power—

ful older men as a way of gaining

patronage, along with expensive

gifts. Evidence from the Night Of—

fice records, carefully analyzed by

historian Michael Rocke, indicates

theexistence, as well, of sexual—

social networks in every class:

groups of young men and boys,

connected by profession or neigh—

borhood, who shared each other‘s

sexual favors.

Frustration with the Office of

the Night‘s lenience reached its

peak in 1494 with the overthrow

of the Medici family by followers

of the charismatic and narrowly

moralistic Dominican friar,

Girolamo Savonarola, who in ser—

mon after sermon called on

Florentines to— "burn the

sodomites!" But Savonarola‘s

sway, though powerful, was short—

lived. Florentines, especially young

men, rebelled against his moraliz—

ing, and the severe penalties it in—

spired, and staged a riot on May 4,

1497, during the friar‘s Ascension

Day sermon. During the next year,

Savonarola, who had been outspo—

ken in his criticism of the pope, was

himself excommunicated, charged

with heresy, tortured, and finally,

on May 23, 1498, hanged and

burned.

The Office of the Night contin—

ued to operate for a few more years,

though the prosecution of sodomy

had been largely taken over by

other courts. But Florentines came

to view the very existence of the

"office of the sodomites" as a blot

on their honor, and on Dec. 29,

1502, the Office of the Night was

closed. >

Rawley Grau has wonfour Vice

Versa Awards for his writing on

gay and lesbian culture. He can be

reached at GayNestor@aol.com.

Past Out, visit

www.planetout.com.

Suggested reading:

Rocke, Michael, 1996. Forbid—
den Friendships: Homosexuality
and Male Culture in Renaissance
Florence. New York: Oxford Uni—
versity Press.

Ruggiero, Guido, 1985. The
Boundaries ofEros: Sex Crime and
Sexuality in Renaissance Venice.
New York: Oxford University
Press. +

Trexler, Richard C., 1980. Pub—
lic Life in Renaissance Florence.
New York: Academic Press.
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Sheriff Found Negligent In Murder of Teena Brandon

 

_ By Kevin O‘Hanlon

Associated Press Writer 

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) —

Nebraska‘s Supreme Court ruled

Friday that a former sheriff was .

negligent for not protecting a cross—

dressing woman whose rape and

murder were dramatized in the

movie Boys Don‘t Cry.

In a scathing opinion, ChiefJus—

tice John Hendry ordered thatthe

victim‘s mother be awarded

$80,000, plus damages for emo—

tional distress.

The decision reversed a ruling

by a lower—court judge who said

21—year—old Teena Brandon, who

posed as a man and went by the

name Brandon Teena, was partly

responsible for her own death.

In 1993, Brandon reported to the

sheriff that two friends of hers had

raped her after learning her true

gender. About a week later, the two

men killed her in a Humboldt farm—

house, along with two others who

witnessed the slaying— Lida Lam—

bert, 24, and Philip Devine, 22.

Devine was from Fairfield, Iowa.

Brandon‘s mother, Joann Bran—

don, sued Sheriff Charles Laux and

the county for more than $350,000,

saying he should have offering her

daughter protective custody. A

judge awarded just $17,360.

The high court said the sheriff

was more concerned with

Brandon‘s sexuality than he was

with keeping her safe after she had

reported she was raped.

Brandon‘s mother hailed the

ruling. .

"I am so happy today," Joann

Brandon said in a statement.

"Nothing will bring Teena back,

but I will sleep better knowing that

we have found some justice for her.

And because of this case, fewer

parents will find their children

abused and exposed to danger by

law enforcement officials."

An attorney for the sheriff and

Richardson County had no imme—

. diate comment.

In the ruling, the court said Laux

showed indifference to the rape al—

legation by referring to Brandon as

"it" and not immediately arresting

the two suspects, who had threat—

ened to kill her if she reported the

rape.

Laux‘s tone on the tape—re—

corded interview was "demeaning,

accusatory and intimidating," the

court said.

The Supreme Court instructed a

lower court to refigure emotional

damages, but did not specify a

minimum or maximum. State law

caps such damages at $1 million.

The 1999 movie Boys Don‘t Cry

earned Hilary Swank an Oscar for

best actress for her portrayal of

 

Hate Crimes Bill Passes Texas House

 

By Lisa Falkenberg

Associated Press Writer
 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The

Texas House approved a bill that

stiffens penalties for crimes mo—

tivated by hate, a measure

prompted by the death of a black

man dragged behind a pickup in

— 1998.

— The bill was to be given a fi—

nal reading Apr. 23 in the Demo—

crat—dominated lower house,

which passed a similar law two

years ago.

The measure died in the Re—

publican—controlled Senate in
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1999 when critics complained it

created unnecessary distinctions

for homosexuals.

It remains in limbo in the Sen—

ate because sponsor Sen. Rodney

Ellis has been unable to gather

support to bring it up for debate.

Among the bill‘s opponents is

Gov. Rick Perry.

The James Byrd Jr. Hate

Crimes Act, passed Monday,

strengthens penalties for crimes

motivated by race, religion, color,

disability, sexual preference, na—

tional origin or ancestry. The

sexual orientation part of the bill,

which enhances protections for

   

  

      

  

  

   

gays and lesbians, has been the

sticking point for conservatives.

Perry has argued that the law

would create "new classes of citi—

zens" by specifying protections

based on religion, race and sexual

preference. He said all Texans are

adequately protected under cur—

rent law.

Others argue that Texas law al—

ready recognizes several classes

of victims, such as children and

police officers, and that the cur—

rent law on crimes involving bias

or prejudice isn‘t strong

enough.

The measure would have to

pass both branches of government

before it would be presented to

the governor. :

electric chair for the killings and is

awaiting execution. Marvin Nissen

testified against Lotter and was

sentenced to life in prison. Neither

was ever charged with rape.

Brandon.

Thirty—one civil rights groups,

including the De—

fense and Education Fund, a gay

rights organization, filed briefs in

the Supreme Court case.

John Lotter was sentenced to the
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2532 N. Watkins

358—8642

=== NOW RENTING DVDs

QED and checks accepted at #1 and Fantasy Warehouse # 4 only OPEN 7 DAYS
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Lesbian

Notmns By Paula Martinac 

LookAhead Not Back for
Future of Gay
When a lesbian and gay book—

store closes, as the New York City
branch of A Different Light did in
March, it‘s a serious loss to the lo—

— cal community. Too often, thaugh,
we start guilt—tripping one another
for not being more supportive of
queer businesses. Instead, it might
be more useful if our community
found innovative ways to maintain
our culture and intellectual life as
the face of commerce changes.

Like the passing of many other
gay and feminist bookstores in re—
cent years, the demise ofA Differ—
ent Light in New York is a sad —
event. It points to changes in the

Books
publishing industry that profoundly
affect —the number of lesbian and
gay booksavailable — the swal—
‘Towing up of publishing companies
by conglomerates like Disney and
Paramount, and the rise of huge
chains like Borders and Barnes and
Noble, which are deSigned prima—
rily to service those conglomerates

and not small publishers.
The store‘s closing also speaks ,

to ‘the increased popularity of
online :— bookstores like
Amazon.com, which technologi—
cally mimics the customer—oriented
services of independent book—
stores. Amazon makes suggestions

*¥¥***~k~k¥¥
it
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Everyone‘s Welcome at The Other Slde

 

based on buyers‘ tastes, and book
reviews by customers and critics
offer further advice to shoppers.
Service is quick and efficient, and,
unlike the small stores, Amazon
almost always has the book you
want, even if it‘s from the most
obscure publishing company.

It‘s no surprise, then, that indie
bookstores have had a hard time
competing with such new technol—
ogy. Yet,. ever since A Different
Light announced its financial woes
two years back, we‘ ve been blam—
ing lesbian and gay consumers for
the fall of our bookstores.

In a recent issue of The Advo—
cate, for example, Gabriel Rotello
charges that our community has
abandoned its "once—laudable habit
of buying gay books in gay book—
stores." Like the rest of the coun—
try, we‘re shopping at Amazon and

@ Borders. That‘s the reason so many
gay bookstores, which were once
"gay community centers for the life
of the mind," have gone under.

According to Rotello, "there‘s
a simple cure within everyone‘s
grasp": Let‘s return to shoppingat
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Monday, April 9, 2001 Was a Very sad day,

we lost our beloved Ruby. She lost a very short

ttle with Pancreatic Cancer. Most of you knew her

as the Guardian of the Door at TOS. We ALL loved her,

and will miss her deeply.
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Comeout Kandy and stay Late

PARTY— Let‘s gettheSUMMER FUN Started

  12Man US dt CUTTULSTIGUC,CUIN
Send us your name and e—mail address and you can start

receiving Sidelines and other special announcements by e—mail.
You can pick up a form at the bar or e—mail your request.

 
3883 Hwy 45 N

Jackson, TN

901
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gay bookstores! "We‘ll pay a bit
more," he notes, but it will be "just
a teensy fraction of what we pay
for travel, clothes, cable TV, or
what we contribute to gay organi—
zations..." ]

It‘s a nice idea, but pretty sim—
plistic. We‘d have to buy an awful
lot of books to halt the forward
march of e—commerce. Also, in re—
cent years lesbian and gay commu—
nity centers have sprouted up in
cities and towns across the coun—
try, providing gathering spaces that
aren‘t alcohol—related. Now gay
bookstores no longer have to per—
form that function, as they had in
the past.

This will sound like heresy,
coming from a published novelist
and nonfiction writer, but maybe
the need for lesbian and gaybook—
stores as physical spaces has dimin—
ished. Maybe gay entrepreneurs
should be looking more closely at
examples like

. www.insightoutbooks.com, a new
division of Book—of—the—Month
Club that‘s staffed by lesbian and
gay editors and carries only queer:
themed books. The site features:
recommendations from editors,
excerpts from new books, and
original commentary about lesbian
and gay publishing. The problem
is that the club only stocks titles
that BOMC has optioned, more
often from large publishers than
from small.
A more hopeful development is

‘that ADifferent Light, which still
~ operates physical stores in Los
Angeles and San Francisco, is us—
ing the closure of its New York
space to transform its online pres—
ence: A ——— —brand—new
www.adlbooks.com will launch in
the near future (you can sign up

now to find out when), with the
owners promising faster, easier ser—
vice, book reviews and feature ar—
ticles, and advice on new titles. If
it accomplishes these goals and
promotes itself effectively, the site
could recapture the queer book—
buying market.

But we also need solutions that
go beyond shopping, because we
don‘t all conform to the picture that
marketers draw of lesbians and gay
men — dual income, nokids and
oodles of disposable income. As a
freelance writer, my income fluc—
tuates from year to year. In the lean _
years, I join the ranks of the so—:
called "educated poor," and, like
many other queer people, I find that
new books (often priced at $20 and
up) become a luxury I can‘t afford.

When my finances are tight, I
don‘t stop reading; I‘ m fortunate to
live in a city with a terrific lesbian
and gay library, which charges only
five dollars for a lifetime member—
ship. I‘d love to see more queer li—
braries for both lending and
research. And I don‘t mean just
those bankrolled by wealthy gay
financiers, like San Francisco‘s
James C. Hormel Gay and Lesbian
Center.

There are also small, volunteer—
run spaces, like the Jim Ricketson
Memorial Library that opened in
Roanoke, Va., last fall. It may have
only eight bookcases and 1,200,
books so far, but it‘s doing its part
to keep alive the lesbian and gay
literature and ideas that are so im—

. portant to our culture. |
Paula Martinac is the author of ~~~

seven books. She can be reached
care of this publication or at
LNcolumn@aol.com. For more
Lesbian Notions, visit
www.planetout.com. fs
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byShannon Yarbrough

 

You Say You Want a Revolution....

Two thumbs up for MTV for

kicking off the Fight For Your

Rights Campaign earlier this year.

For those of you still "in the closet"

about it, MTV began the campaign

with the made—for—television movie

about the Matthew Shepard trag—

edy, and the music television chan—

nel has followed up with anti—hate

commercials (featuring Judy

Shepard, Matthews mom) and

other documentaries and inter—

views with musicians and activists

as a foundation for their campaign.

Yet, they didn‘t stop there. Com—

mentary, short stories, and other

feedback on the MTV "stop hate"

promotion are also available on the

world wide web at MTV.com.

For those of you who killed

your television long ago (or are

anti—cable), there is a book out

there that comes really close to the

Music Television crusade. Revo—

lutionary Voices, edited by Amy

Sonnie, was published in October

of last year by Alyson Publications

(my favorite publisher). This

"multicultural queer youth anthol—

ogy" should be required reading for

every jaded adult or anyone who

_ fears for the future of our country.

Touching, funny, and sometimes

sad, the short stories are very di—

verse; but all of them speak out on

the isolation and fear of being queer

and young.

Don‘t think, however, that fear

and depression is the center theme

of this book. All of the contribu—

tors definitely portray a sense of

 

pride and belief in themselves and

in their writing. And there is a pic—

ture of each contributor and a short

synopsis of his or her life at the be—

ginning of each story or poem, so

you really get a strong sense ofwho

these people are. Just when you

have held your breath while read—

ing about a butch girl describing

years of bashing, there is a humor—

ous story to relieve the tension

about a mother who bakes a cake

to help her daughter celebrate

Ellen DeGenere‘s coming—out.

Wouldn‘t it be nice if all gay youth

could say their parents were that

supportive?

In the midst of Eminem hate

lyrics and high school gay bash—

ing, it is so nice to see a group of

writers celebrating the hues and

harmonies of the future of gay and

lesbian society; presenting not just

a collection of stories but a collec—

tion of experiences, ideas, dreams

and fantasies expressed in poetry,

artwork, diaries, letters and more.

Forget about asking for permis—

sion. These no—longer—children,

not— yet—adult voices demand to be

heard. And you will definitely be

inspired.

The writers are a diverse group

of kids ranging from ages 14 to 26.

The book is more than 250 pages

long, with a directory of resources

for queer youth listed in the back,

including addresses, phone num—

bers and email/web page addresses.

The editor, Amy Sonnie, is a 24—

year—old—queer/feminist/writer/edi—

 

tor/activist. She began working on

this anthology when she was 19,

while attending Syracuse Univer—

sity. She now lives in San Fran—

cisco where she writes for various

publications and reéently co—

founded RESYST, a queer youth

art and education project. Revolu—

tionary Voices is her first book.

One contributor, Jason Roe,

writes, "This is for the days I think

I can‘t live a normal life. This is

for the times I am afraid to walk

down the street. This is for the

times I was hurt or humiliated. This

is for being called a fag. This is for

the idea that I am only a sexual

being...this is for the idea that

queerness only has to do with sex.

This is for me because I am real.

This is for me because I have the

right to be happy And this is also

 

Lesbxan Notlons

by Paula Martinac
_ See Page 28

 

nm mo some

just as much for you."
Margot Kelly Rodriguez, a 19

year old, contributed a poem that
goes: "and I wonder when we will
stop crucifying our children along
lonely stretches of Wyoming road,
in Las Vegas bathroom stalls, be—
hind pickup trucks in Texas. And I
wonder how many more Jameses,
how may more Sherrices, how
many more Matthews will it take
for us to say together, no more."
So chilling, yet so true.

So, while you are surfing the
web and checking out what MTV
has done for you lately, go to
www.alyson.com to buy a copy of
Revolutionary Voices to find out
how our queer youth are shaping
the future. Don‘t take my advice
though, read the book.
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Nebraska Court Holds Sheriff Accountable for Brandon Teena‘s Death

In a ruling thatstrengthens law

enforcement‘s duty to protect les—

bian, gay, bisexual and transgender

crime victims, the Nebraska Su—

preme Court held a Richardson

County sheriff accountable for his

failure to protect Brandon Teena,

who was raped and later killed by

his rapists after law enforcement

failed to intervene. Lambda Legal

Defense and Education Fund and

co—counsel Herbert Friedman rep—

resented Joann Brandon, Brandon

Teena‘s mother and representative

of the estate.
The decision in Joann Brandon

v. County of Richardson unani—

mously ruled in favor of the mother
on all her claims. The case has been

closely watched by civil rights and

victims‘ advocacy groups, all of
whom urged the court to vigorously
enforce the government‘s obliga—
tion to protect all people who are
victimized by crime, regardless of

sexual orientation, gender identity
or other perceived difference.

Brandon‘s mother said, "I am so—
happy today. Nothing will bring
Teena back, but I will sleep better

 

MEMPHIS

BEARS

NicHtT

Sat., May 12 — 10 p.m.

The Pumping Station

All Bears & Bear Lovers Welcome...

Come Join the Bear Party!

 Advertising space donated as a public service of The Triangle Journal News

knowing that we have found some
justice for my child, and that be—
cause of this case, fewer parents
will find their children abused and
exposed to danger by law enforce—

ment officials."
Brandon Teena was born

Teena Brandon and ~raised as a
girl. In 1993, he was living as a
man in Falls City, Neb. There,

two male acquaintances raped
Brandon after discovering his

physical sex.
Shortly afterward, Brandon re—

ported the rape to Sheriff Charles
Laux, who not only notified the
rapists of the complaint, but took
no steps to protect Brandon, de—
spite strong evidence that his life
was in danger. Laux, who had
been abusive and accusatory
while interviewing Brandon

about the rape, even forbade a
deputy from arresting the pair,
who then tracked Brandon down

and shot and killed him. The kill—
ers were later arrested and con—

victed of murder.
The court agreed with the ar—

guments in Lambda‘s brief, hold—
ing that the trial court erred in
reducing damages for Brandon‘s

 

pain and suffering where the
Sheriff had violated a duty to pro—
tect, and that the sheriff‘s conduct
for the abusive treatment during
his interview of Brandon was

"extreme and outrageous, beyond
all possible bounds of decency,
and is to be regarded as atrocious
and utterly intolerable in a civi—
lized community." The court fur—
ther agreed with Lambda‘s
arguments that the value of
Brandon‘s life to his mother
should be higher, and that Bran—
don most certainly bears no fault
whatsoever for his murder.

"The court sent a strong mes—
sage to law enforcement that
there is a high price to pay for not
respecting victims of violence, in—
cluding victims ofbias violence,"
said Senior Staff Attorney David
S. Buckel. He added, "This is a

great victory for the lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender commu—

nity, and other communities who
suffer abuse and violence because

of who they are."
Thirty—three civil rights and

victims‘ advocacy organizations
joined Lambda‘s appeal to the
Nebraska Supreme Court.
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CLASSIFIED Rates: Personal, non—com—

_ mercial ads FREE. Limit of 30 words (in—
cluding address or phone number) anda

$2.00 charge for the use of our P.O. box.

Please specify if you want to use our P.O.
box. Commercial ads are charged at the

rate of 20¢ per word, $3.00 minimum.

Phone numbers and zip codes are free.
Deadline for ads is the 15th of each month.

Send to Triangle Journal News, Box 11485
Memphis, TN 38111—0485. Classifieds

must be submitted in writing and must
include your name and a telephone num—
ber where you can be reached to verify the
ad. If you would like a copy of the issue in

which your ad appears, please send $1.00

to cover postage.

 
Announcements

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!! TJN an—

nouncements and classifieds will not auto—
matically be re—run. Announcements and

classifieds must be re—submitted each
month, in writing, by the 15th of the month.

Bed & Breakfast

Ozark Bed & Breakfast—5 wooded acres of
privacy in a fun vacation area. Exclusive

resort for men & women. Hot tub. Country
club privileges. Greenwood Hollow Ridge,

13 Stopple Road, Eureka Springs, AR
72632, (501) 253—5283.
The Arbour Glen Bed & Breakfast—Circa
1896. Located on Eureka Springs Historic

District loop close to downtown shops &
restaurants. Completely renovated for com—

 

If you haven‘t been to Integrity lately,

you haven‘t been to Integrity. Check us out!

We meet on the third Tuesday of every month.

ws Oo

Calvary Episcopal Church

102 N.: Second Street

Prepaid

 

 

Buy a Subscription to the

Mid—South‘s Gay and Lesbian

Community Newspaper

For Yourself or for a friend.

12 Issues for $15 mailed First Class,

discreetly, so you don‘t have to wait for

 

 

 

PHONE

 

the news.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

Mail to: Triangle Journal News

P.O. Box 11485

Memphis, TN 38111—0485

 

fort butstill maintaining its old world charm,

elegance & romance. Picturesque tree—
covered hollow. The Arbour Glen, #7 Lema,

Eureka Springs, AR 72632, (501) 253—

9010.
 

For Sale

Adult Magazines Late 70s to early 90s,

approximately 25 copies: Advocate,
Blueboy, Playgirl. Good Condition. $95/

OBO for all. 272—0264.

Help Wanted
Cashiers. Adult Retail, Full—Time, Part—
Time, Weekends. Must be 18 yrs. old with

2 forms of valid ID. Must have experience.
Apply at 791 North White Station, 1874

East Brooks Road or 2532 North Watkins.
Janitors. Adult Retail, Full—Time, Part—Time,

Weekends. Must be 18 yrs. old with 2
forms of valid ID. Must have experience.

Apply at 791 North White Station, 1874

East Brooks Road or 2532 North Watkins.

Massage

The Power of Touch Massage Therapy.

Relaxing, full—body massage. Pain & Stress

 

 

» Relief! Call Gene Stewart—9 a.m.—2:30

p.m. for appointment—686—9052.
Therapeutic Massage: Stress, Relaxation,
Pain Management, Swedish, Sports and

Medical, Midtown location. William Hanley,
LMT: 722—7043 or 292—4509 cell, by ap—

pointment.

Models Wanted

Erotic Male Imagery. Models wanted: 18 to
29, naturally thin, swimmers or average

build—especially redheads. 901—728—

7904. Leave message.

Personals

 

 

35 yo white male masterof discipline ISO
naughty submissive slave. I am into bond—
age, spanking, shaving, endless sex, toys _
and more. 18—22ish, smooth—bodied, white —
male, about 140# with boyish looks and

mannerisms. Skinny a plus. No diseases.
For an absolute spanking good time, call
Mr. Paul: 323—1684.
36, DWM, 6‘, 165#, slender, blondish,
goatee, seeks financially secure WM, 35—
50, straight—looking/acting for hot encoun—
ters... Would love a sugar daddy... I think.
Discreet. Leave message at 726—0866.
Amateur photographer looking for female
models between the ages of 18—30 to pose
nude, semi—nude, in swimsuit or in casual
clothes. Will pay cash and give free photos
as payment. Also interested in discreet,
no—strings—attached sexual encounters that
may or may not be related to photography.
Please write with recent photo to: Photos,
P.O. Box 7838, Jackson, TN 38302—0838.
Atttractive, 29—year—old, Italian, looking for
husky or chubby guys. Call Gregg at 901—
268—1974.
GWM, 31, looking for: workout partner
(Bear‘s Fitness Center), friend(s) for hang—
ing out, possible love, 18—50, email:

hotmail.com, snail mail: P.O. Box
924, Clarksdale, MS 38614—0924.
GWM, 36, 6‘3", 200#, good looking, long
hair with hazel—blue eyes, in good health,
seeking GWM, 21—30, slick, slim & sexy for
romantic lover. Will be waiting to hear from
you. Call anytime (601) 343—5102. MS.
GWM, 38, seeks hispanic or white male,
age 21 to 30, slim build, good—looking for
possible relationship. If interested, call
Doug at 662—343—5102.
GWM, 51, teddy bear type seeks aggres—
sive men for fun times! Write: J. White,
1013 Tulip Drive, White House, TN 37188.
GWM, 52, 54", husky build, seeking other
GWMs, 40—60, to meet new friends and
enjoy good times with them. Call John,
732—2755, 6—10 p.m.
~GWMcouple,late30s, HIV—negative, seeks.
GWM, 18—30, for relationship and fun. No
fats or fems. Call Phillip—581—6165.
 

ff

Monday 8:00 pm
Tuesday 8:00 pm
Wednesday _8:00 pm

Sunday

Friday 8:00 pm

Lighten Up (CODA)
Wednesday 5:30 pm
Friday 5:30 pm

Sunday 5:30 pm

Sunday
Thursday

 

Meetings at
Memphis Lambda Center, Inc.*

1488 Madison Avenue
Memphis, TN 38104 « (901) 276—7379

Phoenix (Alcoholics Anonymous) All Meetings Open
Discussion (Open)
Discussion (Open)
Discussion (Open)

Into The Light (Alcoholics Anonymous — Women)
12:30 pm —Discussion

Seriously Sober (Alcoholics Anonymous)
Discussion (Open, Non—smoking)

Growing Wings (Adult Children of Alcoholics)

Safe Harbor Metropolitan Community Church
10:30 pm Worship Service
7:00 pm —Bible Study

Lambda Center Business Meetings
Business Meetings are held the last Wednesday of each

month beginning at 6:30 pm f

*Memphis Lambda Center, Inc. is a private organization formed for the
promulgation and enhancement of Twelve—Step meetings with a special
outreach to the Gay and Lesbian community.

Sk

 
K Space donated as a public service by the Triangle Journal News) ;
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  GWM late 30s, 57", 128#, clean—shaven,

long hair, college degree, seeks compan—
ions for serious bike rides, hiking, equip—

ment work—outs, exercising and swimming. —

Call Jo: 324—2495, evenings.
Hot Memphis Action! Hook up Tonight on

the Confidential Connection®! 18+ Record

and Listen Free! 901—578—8900 use code

2324. $
I am a 46—year—old, gay, kinda cute, soft,
femme, 554", blackfemale, Sagitarian. Dis—

creet person with dimples and a quiet and
reserved exterior. I try to keep a smile, like
lunch in the cold outdoors on a picnic table, —

work in a very stressful job, don‘t like
cooking much or grocery shopping, have a
good sense of humor, am open—minded

concerning entertainment, like to cool out
alot, like plays, like jazz, like Mariah Carey,

Toni Braxton and that sort of music, am a

stable person with a home and transporta—

tion, am a happy person, family—oriented,

don‘t have any children. I would like to be

with a person who likes a hug every other

day and a phone call saying, "I‘m thinking

about you." Now what Ineed is a better half

(smile). I know you‘re out there (smile). I‘m
also house—broken (smile). I prefer a femi—
nine, 35 and older, employed, home—lov—

ing, sweetie. Please write to me at Triangle
Journal News, Dept. Teddy Bear, P.O.
Box 11485, Memphis, TN 38111—0485.

| like giving oral sex, relaxing massage to
masculine males, 18+. I‘m 5‘9", 165#, mas—

culine appearance with short hair. Randy:

372—4538, 5—11 p.m.
I‘m a mixed—race Gay female, single, inde—

pendent, mature, romantic, decent, clean, —

well—groomed, healthy, athletic, non—

smoker.. (Socially—active—entertainment
events, dance/sports, etc. Worldly—trav—

‘els, gourmet cook and classy but down—to—
earth.) | want a feminine, sexy and/or
unique freak with common interests, 24 —

years and older, any race. (I prefer orien—

tal—far east, Greek, Indian, Spanish—Latin,
P.R.) Ladies! Start having erotic fun. Write:

Mermaid, P.O. Box 40112, Memphis, TN

38174—0012. —
Interested in erotic leather sketches, dif—
ferent—sized pictures, matted in black?

Prices negotiable. Call 732—2755.
Into 3—Ways? Meet by Phone. Try it FREE!

901—821—9100 Code 7001. 18+
J/O Buddies. Meet by phone. Try it FREE!

901—821—9100, Code 7001, 18+.
Me—Naughty, submissive, white male,

Discreet and safe. I am tall, slim, feminine,

high heels and stockings! Use my shaved,

smooth body for your enjoyment. Singles

and couples welcome. No diseases. Call

me: Bobbie — 353—4391.
New to Memphis... GWM, 34, 62", 195%,
looking for friends and more. Interested in

GBM, 25—40, masculine, muscular and
down—to—earth. Work—out partner at the

downtown YMCA wanted.
Single, white male seeks TV/TSs that like

to dress up in high heels and stockings and
like to be in pictures. Write: P.O. Box

613108, Memphis, TN 38101.
Wanted: guys 18—30, thin to average build,
for fun and sex. Send letter with your looks,

likes and how to contact you. Gay, bi,

straight, curious, HIV—negative, BJ or all
nighter. Write TJN, Dept. BD—09, P.O. Box

11485, Memphis, TN 38111—0485.

White male in his 30s in search of very
well—endowed, dark—complected" black

male, in his 20s or early 30s for oral fun and
possibly more. Must be disease—free. Cir—
cumcised a must. No fats or fems. Call

Douglas—323—1684.
Young and Hung! Meet local guys for dis—

creet Fun! 18+ Record and Listen Free!
901—529—9800 use code 5778. ;
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_ MISS GAYTENNESSEE USorA__

MAY 4, 2001

9 p.m.

Lhevelle Prooks

MISS USoEA2001

 

More than 10 Contestants are scheduled to compete
for the rightto represent Tennessee at the national
MISS GAYUSofA NATIONALS

in Dallas May 20, 2001.
 

Come see the Competition!

Come support your favorite!

COME HAVE SOMEFUN  

 

Contestants from several cities
throughout the state will compete for

the Title.
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