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The old adage "any pub—

licity is good publicity," was

really tested during the 1999

Memphis Pride festivities.

What this means is the

gay community as a whole,

nationwide, has spent years

and countless hours trying

to get the message across to

the public that there is more

to being gay than just sex;

that just because we‘re gay

doesn‘t mean that we are

child molesters or think

about sex 24/7.

It‘s a message we thought

the world, as a whole, with

the exception of the Jerry

Falwell‘s and the like, were

really starting to get and

understand. Much like T—

shirts at the Pride Festival

said, "It‘s a gay thing ... learn

to understand!"

So, it is understandable

why we felt a little uneasy

about ID Lubricants being

one of the top sponsors of

this year‘s Memphis Pride

Inc.‘s parade. It almost felt

like all those years of pro—

claiming to the world that

being gay was about more

than just sex went swirling

down the proverbial drain.

Here was the community‘s

one true day to show the

area it was proud to be gay,

and thatit is okay to be gay

and there, for everyone to

see, was a company spon—

soring the event whose only

products, ID Lube and ID

Juicy Lube, are manufac—

; Poivt is ...

Naufiifiamblings from the Editorial Staff

tured for the sole purpose of
increasing the joys of sex.

ID Lube‘s sponsorship of
the Memphis Pride Inc. pa—
rade wasn‘t the only such
incident that caused many
of us to feel disappointed in
the community.

It was great that KISS
107.5 FM took such a liking
to the Gay Pride festivities
of the weekend. It was great
that a major radio station in
the area was willing to pub—
licize the gay pride events
and festivities. However, it
was not such a great thing
to hold a "Drag Boot Camp"
in the radio station‘s park—
ing lot the Friday before the
rally, parade and festival.

Oh, don‘t get us wrong,
we have nothing against the
actual boot camp because it
was indeed, humorous and
fun. But, and this is a big
"but," wejust didn‘t feel like
it was appropriate to tell the
entire area about the festivi—
ties and then offer up drag
queens, even those who are
as great as they are, as the
only representatives of the
entire Mid—South gay com—
munity. After all, not all gay
men dress in drag, just as
they don‘t all dress in leather.

All in all, and these two
minor complaints aside, the
weekend proved to be a
great time for all involved.
The weather couldn‘t have
been any better for the an—
nualboat ride on the Missis—

sippi, which was sponsored
by the community center on
Friday night.

The rally in Overton Park
was, indeed, festive with
Tennessee State Senator
Steve Cohen, District 30,
even making an appearance.
The parade, although per—
haps a bit disorganized, was
certainly a sight to see (and
we note that Channel 3 News
felt so, too, since it sent a
camera out to catch part of
the parade on film). This
year‘s parade even included
some rather well—known ce—
lebrities, too, including re—
cording artists Amber and
Pure Sugar riding in limos
provided by Backstreet
Memphis, as well as adult
film stars Cole Tucker, Steve
Rambo and Mark Mason on
the Amnesia float.

Although there didn‘t
seem to be as many vendors
at the Pride Festival as in
1998, there certainly seemed
to be more people milling
about the festival picking up
a variety of information from
organizations such as
Friends for Life, Black &
White Men Together and
Emerald Theatre Company.

Having enjoyed the last __
jam—packed Pride week—
end of the millennium
leaves Family & Friends
with but one thing to say
... We‘re proud to be gay as
we turn our sights toward
the year 2000.
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AManWith A Message

BY PATRICIA PAIR, WRITER

The look on the young man‘s face as he made his way

back into the crowd from the Amnesia stage was one of

such awe that onlookers had to laugh. The young man had

just danced one—on—one with 1999 GayVN Performer of the

Year Cole Tucker and it was easy to see he was in shock

from an experience he would never forget.

Tucker, the 6—foot tall, tattooed adult film star whose chest

measures 47 inches and whose

arms measure 16.5 inches, was in

Memphis recently to help Amne—.

sia celebrate Pride Weekend, which

included riding on their float dur—

ing the 1999 Gay Pride Parade.

While he was in town, he took a

few moments to talk with Family

& Friends.

Like many of us, Tucker knew he

was gay at an early age.

"Believe it or not, it was about

when I was six years old," he recalled. "I remember look—

ing at cowboys and Indians on television. Back in the ‘50s,

the Indians were all muscled—up Hollywood actors and they

all wore little G—strings with flaps inthe front and back. All

I wanted to do was lift the flaps ... I have never forgotten

this moment." |

Tucker got his first taste of performing for a live crowd

while he was living in Provincetown during the 1970s

and 1980s.

"I was young and cute (so they say) and had the world

by the balls," he said. "I started as a cocktail waiter and

then quickly moved up to bartender. From there the owner

of the club I worked in thought I would be a great draw in

the afternoon cocktail show starring Auther Blake. He made

me a dancer and the stripper in the show. This was the first

time I got a taste for performing."

In the world of adult film stars, Tucker is not the norm.

For starters, he isn‘t a youngster. At age 45, soon to be 46,

he is possibly the oldest adult film star, and, he is the first

openly HIV—positive porn star working today.

To only tell you how Tucker got started in adult;films

wouldn‘t tell the whole story. For him his acting career was

more like another event in his evolution of "one—ness."

In 1984, Tucker tested positive for HIV.

"I did crazy things thinking my time was limited," he

began. "I took a trip to Paris. Then, the next year came along

**f found out in 1984,

that I was a gracious host

s 99

to the virus ...

 

and I wasn‘t dead so I took a trip to Italy. After awhile I

started looking at my Christmas tree ornaments that had

each year on them and began to realize that I had to change

my life." } t

In an interview with Will Clark, Tucker discussed his

transformation more in depth.

"I found out in 1984, that I was a gracious host to the

virus and at that time it really wasn‘t pleasant news. Ten

years after that it still really wasn‘t pleasant news to get, it

really meant certain things. I lived for many years with a

very short vision of the future, but

there‘s only so many ‘last Christ—

mases‘ you can have. I woke up one

day and thought ‘Gee, maybe this

isn‘t my last Christmas.‘

"Very shortly thereafter the first

protease inhibitors came out which

is the first effective treatment for HIV

that gave it a hope of being some—

thing chronic instead of something

terminal," Tucker continued. "And

I responded very, very well to these

protease inhibitors. Once that happened, I had to make

some decisions on how I wanted to live my life as opposed

to living in a very short term three—month or six—month plan.

I really needed to see, well, I might be around here for

awhile; I have to start changing my actions. And one of the

things that I wanted to have happen was that I wanted the

outside of the man — the package I presented — to be more

representative of where I was headed or what I felt like as

a man on the inside. I kind of let go of that Volvo, white

picket fence, and two and a half labrador mentality, and

started to be honest about how I was sexually and socially

as a man and kind of really changed my look to represent

how I felt as a gay man. I got rid of that fashionable hair

and I really took care of my body like I wanted to — got

conscientious about it — and I got myself a tatoo, which I‘d

always wanted and was afraid to for social ramifications.

What would this one think, what would that one think ...

when this all happened, I changed. I said, ‘I don‘t really

care what anyone thinks after 40, I care what I think‘ — this

is my life and the clock‘s ticking ... and I don‘t mean that

from a protease standpoint, I mean that from a regular

standpoint by the time you reach 40, you better start doing

some things for yourself."

At about the age of 40, Tucker did indeed change his life.

— Cole Tucker

See Tucker, page 7

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Tucker

Continued from page 6

"I took a long, hard look at where my life was at, what
worked and what didn‘t. I decided that the preppie image
that I presented had nothing to do with the sexual gay man
I was," Tucker continued. "I started to get honest with my
sexuality and wanted to express how I felt. I got a buzz cut,
I worked out at the gym with a new approach. Finally I
realized that because I was always attracted to heavily tat—
tooed men that maybe I was one myself. So, I got a great
tattoo that expressed what I felt and how I looked became

a window to who I was."

With his new image and concept of "one—ness" that came
over him, Tucker took his first trip to San Francisco in 1996.

"I went out there to visit a friend who was also a great
photographer, Greg Day," he said. "Greg noticed I had
changed, both outwardly and on the inside as well. He
started to take photos of me during the Folsom Street Fair
of 1996. They were great, and so was the presence I seemed
to create. This led to my being scouted by Hot House En—
tertainment, and I made my first film for them. From there
it just snowballed far beyond my hopes and expectations."

Once again, it is important to note for a man of Tucker ‘s
age to be involved in adult films is a rarity.

"Doing this work is a fantasy come true, and to have
started at my age is unheard of," Tucker noted. "I like the
fact that this business is treated as a profession by all the
people I have worked with."

One of the changing and defining moments of Tucker‘s
life occurred when his blue—green eyes met those of Tom
Spencer, chairman of the conservative group in the Euro—
pean Parliament, while Tucker was performing. Their meet—
ing eventually led to a hot weekend in Amsterdam, which
by all stretches of the imagination, should have remained
private between Tucker and the Tory Spencer. However,
circumstances and the English tabloid press changed all
that.

According to Tucker, when Spencer flew home from their
shared weekend, however, his luggage was delayed, and
when it was found it was searched. The contents included
two joints and some hardcore pornography material, which
Spencer paid a fine for. The tabloid press got hold of the
information as well as the information on Tucker‘s HIV sta—
tus and the entire incident was blown out of proportion.

Tucker himself explained the incident.

""Mr. Tom Spencer is a wonderful, brilliant and loving
man," Tucker said. "When we first met, I approached him.
This was not an escort or business situation. This was pri—
vate and personal for both of us. I am so sorry that he and
his family have to go through this. I never saw him use or
abuse illegal substances in my presence. I parted his com—
pany many days before this customs thing happened. I do
not keep company with drug and alcohol abusers or ad—

 
Cole Tucker beckons to a member of the audience

during his recent show at Amnesia.

dicts and Mr. Spencer is neither of those. I am in excellent
health, though I have been HIV—positive for a number of
years. I have not been diagnosed with AIDS. All sexual ac—
tivities were safe in our practices. It was purely a vacation
for both of us and it was not seedy or torrid. We have known
each other for eight months and were developing a strong
and sound friendship. We never discussed his politics or
his work other than his passion about global warming. I
respected his need and desire for discretion and we both
carried ourselves in that manner while we were together.
We will all get beyond this a little wiser."

In his interview with Clark, Tucker explained the rami—

fications of making his HIV status public.

"Because the English press ‘exploded‘ my HIV status ...
instead of ignoring it, I decided that I would confirm it,"
Tucker said. "(The adult film industry, which had said it
wouldn‘t hire anyone who was open about their HIV sta—

See Tucker, page 49
\

 



  

In the wake of the last PRIDE WEEKEND of the 20th

century, let us say that it was an event like none other we

had ever attended. It was, of course, the 20th consecutive

gay pride event to be held in Memphis, and for all those

who participated or attended, it was certainly an event no

one is likely to soon forget. f y

Thanks to our staff members STEVEN BRADFORD and

DANA FERGUSON for manning our booth at the PRIDE

FESTIVAL while the rest of us went to Overton Park for

the PRIDE RALLY and PRIDE PARADE lineup. Thanks to

F&F staff members MELINDAMCSPARRIN and J. SHANE

WILSON and friend LISA for carrying our banner in the

parade. You guys looked great and proud.

We think the idea of having the Pride Festival at

OVERTON SQUARE was a terrific idea. MEMPHIS PRIDE

INC. take note because we would like to see this become a

permanent site. There were far more folks at this year‘s fes—

tival, including a lot of straight folks who really seemed to

be interested in all the hoop—la. |

Definitely a prideful event, there also was a touching

moment as the parade made its way to the festival site.

Mother CYNDI ROBBINS hugged her 12—year old son,

BRANDON, and cried tears of joy and pride over the fact

that her son had marched in the parade. Cyndi herself

couldn‘t march because she was working security duty at

the festival site. f

On Sunday, N—COGNITO once again held its annual

PRIDE PICNIC at TE—TO—TAM RANCH. Family & Friends

staff members had a most enjoyable relaxing time at the

picnic. Many family and friends enjoyed each others com—

pany, a card game or two, fishing, horseback riding, hay

  

  rides, dancing, entertainment and a great party, not to men—

tion some great food and drink. Oh yes, let‘s not forget the

super—soakers! See page 46 for more.

For those of you who missed EMERALD THEATRES

production of the winning one—act and monologue from

its first—ever Gay and Lesbian Playwright Competition, you

really missed an evening of entertainment. Congratulations

go out to the two winners, MICHAEL KIGGINS and

PATRICIA PAIR, and to the actors of the two pieces, JOEL

PETTIT and DEE WILBORN. We also wish to bestow ku—

dos on the other actors and actresses of ETC, HAL

HARMON, DEN—NICKOLAS SMITH, EMILY FRY and

guest entertainer TONYHORNE of the MEMPHIS BLACK

REPERTORY THEATRE.

I know much entertainment was brought to our com—

munity for PRIDE WEEKEND. We thank AMNESIA,

BACKSTREET MEMPHIS and N—COGNITO for bringing

them in. Ours is a community of diversity and the music

was equally diverse. We hope to see more entertainment

for the community next year.

We hope you enjoyed the LAVENDER PAGES de—

signed with you in mind. You know who is supporting

our community with their ads, so, when you get the

chance, try and return the favor. We are happy to bring

you color photos of the parade this year on pages 28 and

29. Enjoy!

Family & Friends had a great time one Friday night in

June at THE OTHER SIDE in Jackson, Tenn. They have a

great dance floor, the music doesn‘t drowned out your con—

versations and above all they are friendly. Thanks to SHARI

TOMMY, KEVIN, CHRISTIAN, JOSHUA, JANE and

EMILY for showing us southern hospitality. Check out the

Family Album on page 22 for some photos.

JIMBO and the JUNGLE JOCKS put on a most original

and most campy show last month. Family and Friends

was there to catch it on film (page 37). We appreciate

Jimbo‘s hard work and

SHARON WRAY‘s hospi— _

tality at the inside picnic —

before the show. They

raised more than $800 for

the softball team.

We are proud to add a

few Mid—South bars to our

distribution list. We are

adding three Mississippi

bars: RUMORS in Tupelo,

CROSSROADS in Merid—

ian, and JACK‘S CON—

STRUCTION SITE in Jack—

son. Also, BACKSTREET in

Little Rock, Ark., is another _

addition to the list. So, _

\ 212 North Evergreen

901—722—2177

See Bulletin, page 9
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Continued from page 8

when you want to take a break and a road trip, try one

of these. And, for those from the surrounding areas head—
ing to Memphis for a night of it, welcome and have a

great time!

BWMThad their birthday last month and men from sev—
eral states, including founding members, attended the dif—
ferent functions held to celebrate their anniversary. Check

out page19 for photos and story.

For all you WYNONNA fans, don‘t miss your chance to
win two tickets to her SAMS TOWN show and dinner for

two at the casino. For your entry, see page 13.

By the time you read this FRIENDS FOR LIFE will
have completed their ANNUAL AUCTION. At press
time, there was more than $70,000 worth of merchan—

dise and gift certificates donated to this organization to
offer at both the live and silent auctions. TOM
PRESTIGICAMO returned as the auctioneer and KIM
HINDREW was the honorary co—chair. We well let you

know the final tally in next month‘s issue.

Until next time, remember, united we stand, divided we fall.

 

 

   

 

  

                    

FORECLOSURE

Tennessee & Mississippi

Some as LOW as

$500 Down

Financing Available

Non—

Qualifyin

Lease/Purchase

$4,900 DOWN

aloo onl

Builder‘sCloseout

BUILDER PAYS CLOSING! _%*

* Comes with new é }

washer & dryer

«Homes in Arlington, Rossville,

Oakland & Southeast

More than 150 homes available in areas such as

Germantown, Cordova, Bartlett, Arlington,

Lakeland, Rossville, Macon, Tipton County

(Munford & Atoka), DeSoto County (Olive

Branch), Raleigh and all areas of Midtown

including Cooper—Young

Prices range from $37,000 — $340,000

Commercial Property

s

Olive Branch, 8331 Industrial Drive, behind Homer Skelton &
across from Fraenkel Company, 4 offices w/warehouse &

loading dock, approx. 3,800 square feet. $265,000
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Integrity to show controversial It‘s Elementary

By ANITA MdY4T, EDITOR

It‘s Elementary, a film addressing gay issues in public
school, has begun broadcast nationally on public television
stations. This is one of the only films to get nationwide dis—
tribution that explicitly discusses 1/g/b/t families and fea—
tures kids with lesbian and gay parents.

Directed by Academy Award—winner Debra Chasnoff,
It‘s Elementary is a ground—breaking film that offers view—
ers a window into what happens when teachers address
lesbian and gay issues with their students in age—appropri—
ate ways. Using footage shot in public and independent
schools, the film illustrates how addressing anti—gay preju—
dice with young kids is key to preventing violence, sup—
porting 1/g/b/t families and promoting social equity.

Memphis‘ WKNO—TV Channel 10 has not scheduled It‘s
Elementary. (However, to their credit, they did show the

Works of Raoul Dufy now on display at Dixon

The Dixon Gallery and Gardens is presenting "Raoul
Dufy: Last of the Fauves," an exhibition of the works of
celebrated French artist Raoul Dufy. The exhibition runs
through Sept. 5. ¢

From beach and harbor scenes to harvest themes and
\Cezanne—like landscapes and still—lifes, Dufy celebrated life
and leisure through his colorful and vibrant art. Through
brilliant colors and bold lines, his works visually capture
the joys of life.

"Raoul Dufy: Last of the Fauves" re—examines the artist‘s
contribution to twentieth century art. Dufy was highly ad—
mired and collected during his lifetime, turning out more
than 3,000 works on paper, fabric designs and ceramics, as
well as his oil paintings.

 

 

documentary, After Stonewall, in June.) According to Debi
Robertson, programming director at WKNO—TV, the sta—
tion has a two—year option to air this show. She said viewer
concern to date has been about 50/50 to show or not show
It‘s Elementary. Although viewer requests to air a particular
show are a part of the decision in programming, other fac—
tors are considered as well.

But, take note. You still have a chance to see this docu—
mentary. Integrity—Memphis, an Episcopal Church
paragroup, will show, and afterward discuss, It‘s Elemen—

tary at their monthly meeting on July 20 at 7:30 p.m.

All are invited to attend this program and to come be—

forehand at 6:30 p.m. for evening prayer. Dinner is served

at 7 p.m. and is free to first—time visitors. All events are at

Calvary Episcopal Church, 102 N. Second St. in downtown

Memphis.

For more information visit Integrity‘s web site at http:/

/www.calvaryjc.org/inegrity.html or call (901) 725—7256.

One prevalent theme in Dufy‘s paintings is images of

his studio. These works, often including nudes, show the

artist assessing his career and life as well as his soul. 1

Along with landscapes and the figures, Dufy was capti— _

vated by the theme of windows. As with Matisse and

Picasso, Dufy loved to paint the view through an open win—

dow, to the landscape or seascape beyond. He was inter—

ested in the relationship between indoor and outdoor views

and treated both views with equal importance.

Upon Dufy‘s death in 1953, Matisse proclaimed that

"Dufy‘s work will live." "Raoul Dufy: Lastof the Fauves"

shows why this was a true prophecy. |

Located at 4339 Park Avenue, The Dixon Gallery and Gar— _

dens is open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and _

Sunday 1 to 5 p.m. Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for seniors j —

60 and over, $3 for students and $1 for children under 12.

For more information, call (901) 761—5250.
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(901)278-6345

BEST FOOD IN MID—TOWN
OPEN 7 Days A Week, 11 a.m. to 3 a.m.
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Contestant with the best look

Hilfiger gear wins cash pri

N—Cognito

Presents

Mr & Miss Black Tennessee Universe
N—Cog nitto The Club + Memphis

$200 Cash Prize To 2nd Runner up |
$100 Cash Prize To 3rd Runner up $l

Presentation: Non—Seasonal, Formal and Evening wear
Talent and top 5 Q&A

Special Guest: Mr. & Miss Black Universe
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Been Looking For Sales Leads

In All the Wrong Places? —
Here‘s the Real Solution!
— Just Released —
Doing Business In

 

Memphis ‘99
$ 11,000+ Companiesaa Pages »

éfif’y‘fgeisfi‘ieglcaode 25,000+ Contacts by Title
Daemon! Include

"I have utilized the data on a weekly basis...! attribute

$500,000 in new sales annually to Doing Business In

Memphis."

 

Sales Manager, Major Memphis Travel A19ency

"What an unbelievable resource! I would highly recommend

it for persons in sales, marketing, or development."

Dir. ofDevelopment & PR, National Health Charity

Also on sale at the Mail Center at 1910 Madison
and Borders Book Store at 6685 PoplarAve.

 

Delta Consulting Group
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3 Contemporary One—Act Plays

Focusing on the

Gay & Lesbian Lifestyle

Starring
Emily Fry

Hal Harmon
Joel Pettit

Den—Nickolas Smith
Dee Wilborn

 

 

Backstage at Amnesia during Pride Weekend these adult
film stars posed for Family & Friends‘ camera. They are,
from left, Cole Tucker, Chi Chi LaRue, Mark Mason and,
seated, Steve Rambo. Photo by Patricia Pair

Friday & Saturday

July 16 & 17

Saturday,
July 23—25

All Shows at 8 p.m.
Tickets $10 each

Theatreworks
1085 Monroe

Behind Overton Square
(901) 722—9302

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  

James Hyter to perform at Pops With Plants

The Memphis Symphony Orchestra and the Memphis
Botanic Gardens have announced a new signature event for
Memphis. The First Fourth of July Pops with the Plants will
feature the Memphis Symphony Orchestra performing on
the grounds of the 96—acre Memphis Botanic Gardens, 750
Cherry Road in Audubon Park. Presented by Sewell—Allen
Piggly Wiggly, this old—fashioned family—oriented Fourth of
July celebration will feature the 50—piece Memphis Sym—
phony Orchestra under the baton of Vincent L. Danner.

James Hyter will reprise his vocal rendition of the Show—
boat classic "Ol‘ Man River." Other patriotic classics in—
cluded in the program will be " The Star—Spangled Ban—
net," " God Bless America," " Bugler‘s Holiday," "Stars and
Stripes Forever," Morton Gould‘s " American Salute," the
Dixieland version of " When the Saints Go Marching In"
and selections from West Side Story.

The event gates open at 4 p.m. There will be games for
the kids including sack races, hoops, log rolling and horse—
shoe tossing. Hot dogs, barbecue, ice cream, soft drinks,
beer and wine will be available.

Blankets, lounge chairs and picnics are welcome. In ad—
dition, picnic baskets, prepared by Sewell—Allen Piggly
Wiggly, will be available for purchase.

Ample free parking is availablenorth oftheMemphisBotanic
Garden off Cherry Road. Additional parking and shuttle ser—
vice will be available as well from surrounding areas.

The evening will close with a 9:15 p.m. fireworks finale pro—
duced by PyroShows. This company produces the Washing
ton D.C. July 4 fireworks each year over the nation‘s Capitol.

Advance ticket prices are $7 for adults and $4 for se—
niors and children (2—12). Tickets purchased at the gate are
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$10 for adults and $5 for seniors and children. Children
under 2 are free. Tickets are available at all TicketMaster

locations or by calling (901) 525—1515.

For more information, call (901) 324—3627.
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WIN A NIGHT OUT WiTH WYyNONNA!

Family & Friends & Sam‘s Town is Giving Away

o Wynonina‘s July 23 Show & Dinner for 2
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1588 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—9839

Feast for Friends

makes plans for

anniversary dinner

Feast for Friends is one of the more successful programs
sponsored by Friends For Life. Darrell Bowers brought the
idea for Feast For Friends back from Atlanta seven years
ago. Darrell and his mother, Martha, did the hard work to
make Feast For Friends a reality. Could they ever have
known it would become what it is today? Doubtful. Did
they hope it would be? Definitely!

As FFF approaches its seventh anniversary dinner on
July 19, many fabulous entertainers, generous sponsors and
countless volunteers have worked hard to touch so many
others. Ed Brandon has done a wonderful job of spearhead—
ing this service to our community.

Thanks go out to Dr. Marshall Koonce, Charles Hirsch,
Herb Zeman, Amnesia, Martha Bowers, Alan Herbers, In—
tegrity—Memphis, Serono Labs, Juan Fuentes, Backstreet,
Joyce Yager, Lewis Brown, Chester Proctor, Nancy Fletcher,
Rev. Ed Hammett, Gary Dody, Terry and Cindy Wilson, 1st
Presbyterian Church, Richard Montalvo, Calvary Church
Breakfast Club, Matt Reeves, Tom Johnson, The Crossroads,
Greg Belz, Sacred Heart Southern Missions, Ken Nelson,
Marilyn Underwood, Roche Pharmaceuticals, Temple Is—
rael, John and Bonnie Greer, Rev. LaPaula Turner, David
Babij, Marjorie Barnes, Mary Nease, Kathy Williams, Mr.
And Mrs. Jim Farris, BillAndrews, Susan. Wooldridge, Chris
Sinnock, Sheila Tankersly, Kathy and Kelly Fish, Chris
Miller, Jerry and Pat Flynn, Charles Clark, Perry Spray, St.
Therese Catholic Church, Doug Mallory and The South—
west Tennessee HIV/AIDS (Ryan White) Consortium.

You are invited to attend the dinners held at St. John‘s
United Methodist Church, 1207 Peabody. The dinners are
held every first and third Monday of the month. The next
dinner is schedule for Monday, July 5, and the anniversary
dinner is set for Monday, July 19. Dinners are served at 6:30
p.m. and doors open at 6 p.m. Dinners are free but dona—
tions are accepted to offset expenses.

Feast for Friends relies totally on volunteer help and
donations to operate. If you or your business would like to
co—sponsor a dinner, make a donation or a pledge, please
call Butch Valentine at (901) 272—0855.

Advertise in Family & Friends
Call (901) 682—2669

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

PFLAG leader praises Supreme Court decision

The Arkansas mother — and a leader of Parents, Fami—
lies and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) — who
successfully pressed federal officials to recognize and in—
tervene against sexual harassment directed at gay and les—
bian students, praised the U.S. Supreme Court decision
recently, which said schools may be liable in student—on—
student harassment.

The five—to—four ruling reversed a federal appeals court
decision that said Title IX, a federal law, never applies to
student—on—student harassment. Abuse of gay and lesbian
students can often involve sexual harassment, as well as
other types of violence.

"This landmark decision by the highest court in our land
reinforces that federally—funded schools must address and
stop student—on—student harassment that interferes with
their access to education," said Carolyn Wagner, a PFLAG
regional director and resident of Fayetteville, Ark.

"This is a critical tool for all youth and their parents to
help secure a hostility—free learning environment for all stu—
dents," Wagner, who with her husband, Bill, has worked
closely with PFLAG since 1996, to meet with, and to be
heard by, federal officials on the issue, said.

"We are relieved to hear that the Supreme Court is mak—
ing it crystal clear to schools that they have an obligation
to protect all of our children," PFLAG executive director

 

Playhouse on the Square
presents

    
by Dean Began

— Tickets

126—4656

July 16 — August 15

Media Sponsor: KIX 106 
  

  

Kirsten Kingdon noted.

The Supreme Court ruling that peer—on—peer sexual ha—
rassment was included under Title IX, strengthened the
main tool currently available to gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered students and their families that assists them
in seeking a safe learning environment.

The Wagners helped secure a historic agreement last year
— between federal education officials and Fayetteville Pub—
lic Schools — which said that the Arkansas school district
must take specific steps to handle various forms of sexual
harassment, including sexual harassment directed at gay
and lesbian students. The agreement came in response to a
complaint brought by their son, Willi, who charged that
the local school system did not act after he was harassed
repeatedly and beaten up by a gang of students. Lambda
Legal Defense and Education Fund (New York) represented
him in the complaint.

The decision last June was the first time new Title IX
guidelines, issued in 1997, have been applied to sexual ha—
rassment directed at gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered students.
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STRAIGHT UP

Advice on everything, and we mean EVERYTHING!

 

Help! I have given my heart and soul to a very special

lady who gladly reciprocated and things were fantastic ...

until ... this 50 year old‘s adult children and sisters got

suspicious abut their mother and sister spending so much

time with one person (me). The adult son started screen—

ing calls, the sister started snooping and found things I

had given my sweetie and then all hell broke loose!!

I am the first woman in her life, which is hard enough

being one‘s "first," but she can‘t seem to stand up for her—

self and allows these relatives to dictate how she lives

her life and I know until she fully acknowledges her sexu—

ality she will not " come out" to her family and a success—

ful fully involved relationship is not real likely.

My friends all say, "cut your losses and forget her."

They all really liked her, too. I am not ready to give up
and may never be as I love her that much. Anyway, what

advice would you give my lady to help her face reality

and start living her own life, not allowing her misguided

relatives to run it? —Frustrated

Dear Frustrated,

So you have fallen in love with someone who has not
yet come out to her family, (hmm, where have I heard this
before?). In your case, it‘s the kids instead of the parents,
but is there really any difference? Your lover, just like many
of us at one point in our lives, may be afraid to tell her
family. Don‘t assume she is incapable of standing up for
herself; consider that her fear may be what will happen
when she does. I know many lesbians believe thatit is im—
possible to have a " real" relationship without being out to
everyone in the family, but my opinion is if it is not going
to make it better, why do it? Seriously, do her kids live with
her, or just visit often? Maybe she could begin by establish—
ing some personal boundaries for herself that are directly
related to her sexuality. I mean how many parents want
their children screening their calls (how‘d he do that any—
way), and why is her daughter snooping around her house
(how exciting can her life be)? Maybe her children need to
call before they come over. She could refuse to let them
answer the phone while at her house, and limit their acces—
sibility to her personal items. There‘s this little thing called

privacy that her kids need to respect.

Your "special lady" may need to find a counselor in your
area that specializes, or at least has experience, in working
with lesbian couples. I don‘t know how long you have been
out, but it‘s not always easy whenwomen suddenly find them—
selves sexually attracted to another woman. She may have to

BUTNOTSTRAIGHT

face her negative feelings about lesbianism, including what

she may have taught her children about homosexuality.

She may need help in order to work through fears that

her children will turn against her. You both have to realize

that just as she is going through her own coming out pro—

cess, so will her family. §

If you are committed to this relationship, you will have

to go slow and let her move at her own pace. A mother‘s

fear of losing her children‘s love and acceptance is monu—

mental. She needs to be able to see by not coming out to

them, she also will risk alienating them. It may help to have

a therapist assist you as a couple work through these is—

sues. Hang in there, if you think she‘s worth it.

I am a 26 year—old GWM and have been in the dating

scene for over two years. Each time I meet someone and

think that they have potential for sustaining a loving, and

wonderful relationship, I find out that I am wrong. The

usual excuse is that they are scared or have been hurt by

previous relationships. Unfortunately the excuses don‘t

come until after emotions become evident between us. I

am frustrated and I don‘t even want to try anymore be—

cause frankly, it doesn‘t seem worth it. Yet, I still believe

there is some knight in shining armor out there. So —why

go through it? Help!

Dear GWM;

Often those feelings you refer to stem from early rela—

tionships with the individual‘s mother, father, or immedi—

ate care—providers. They can be difficult to change without

organized, consistent work in the context of therapy. Basi—

cally, individuals have to learn to find intrinsic (internal)

worth, rather than relying on extrinsic (external) worth.
That‘s the only way s/he will be stable and happy, no mat—

ter what happens in their life. However, the good news is

that with therapy, the problem is entirely treatable, and

usually within a fairly short period of time.

Just out of curiosity, where are you meeting the men you

date? In bars? Bookstores? Adult theatres? If that is the case,

and you want to find men of substance who treat you well, I

highly recommend that youbegin bynot utilizing the "carry—

out" sections, and try the "dine—in only" sections of the mar—
ket. Even nice men act in immature ways when meetingmen
in a bar. "Bar behavior" tends to be seductive and flirtatious,

and doesn‘t really tell you much about the other‘s character.

See Straight Up, page 41
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Clockwise from top: 1)

Doulgas, Vincent and Irwin.

2) Craig and Joop. 3)

Attendees enjoy barbecue

and fellowship. 4) Joe, Hal

and Vincent.
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I‘ve been writing for this magazine since its first issue ,

which was printed a little more than a year ago. I love it for

many reasons. I love being a part of the wonderful people

that have put it all together. I love having the opportunity

to explain to people who I am and how I feel. I love being

able to make people aware that transsexuals are not freaks,

they are like everyone else making their way in this world.

Fundamentally, we‘re no different than anyone else. Real—

istically, our whole identities are described by one short

acronym,; TS (transsexual).

There‘s something I‘ve battled with everyday of my life

since I made this decision to live as a man and to go for—

ward with all the surgeries. Do I tell people I am a transman?

At what point does it not matter to anyone anymore? Will

it always be an issue for people? Why does it have to mat—

ter where I came from? And which people do I single out

to be on the "need to know basis" list? I wish there were

some quick easy answer for all these questions. Unfortu—

nately, there isn‘t.

It‘s easy to figure out that anyone I date is on that need—

to—know list. It‘s not like it could be hidden forever and no

one wants a surprise like that in any intimate setting. In

the past, I have hidden it from many women but the inti—

macy was limited. Was that unfair of me? At the time, I

really didn‘t care. I just wanted to be like everyone else. I

wanted to be on an even playing field with every other

guy. I didn‘t want to be treated different or to be seen as

different. I know now it was wrong of me to do that, I was

deceiving them in an unfair way. I haven‘t done that in

many years and don‘t think I could bring myself to do it

again but the temptation is certainly there.

But once your partner knows, is there any reason others

should know? Do you tell your partners‘ family? What if

they can‘t accept it? Relationships are hard enough to keep

afloat without outside interferences in the mix. About 10

years ago, the mother of a girl I was dating tried to shoot

me. Her mother loved me before she found out I am TS.

Why would the knowledge of my situation compel a sen—

sible woman to aim a gun straight for me? Luckily for me,

she was wrestled to the ground before the gun went off.

What was it about the knowledge of this truth that hurt

her so deeply I had to die? Apparently, her freedom was

worth the risk of ending my life.

I‘ve reached a very confusing part of my life. I don‘t
know who to tell and who not to tell. I‘ve paid thousands
of dollars to get where I am in my life. I don‘t want this

label all my life and don‘t know how to get rid of it. If I‘d

been born with a cleft foot and had that fixed, would I al—

ways be cleft footed? The answer would logically seem to

be, "no," but in the case of transsexualism, we‘re branded

for life.

So why does one‘s sex organs assigned at birth describe

who they are as a person or their role in society? The sad

part is, most transpeople are labeled as freaks. Well, I‘ve

got news for every reader who picks up this magazine, I

am NOT a freak! I meet people everyday that never know

where I started out in life. I associate with people on a daily

basis who love me like crazy and don‘t know either. They

see me for the man I am. Would it make a difference if they

knew? I truly think they would still love me but the shock

value would be at an all—time high. I wish someone would

tell me why it even matters.

Now that my body correctly matches who I am on the

inside, should I still make it known to people? I don‘t want

to deceive anyone but by the same token, I want them to

see me for who I am. If they know, their opinion of me will

rest on that knowledge. So far, that‘s been the case.

It‘s my personal belief that being Trans has been basi—

cally a horrible life and I wouldn‘t wish it on anyone. My

entire thoughts and actions have been in support of it in

some form or another. It would be so nice just to sit back

and relax. Not worry about anyone finding out, not worry

about their reaction to it, not worry about the money for

the next surgery or the pain involved, and not worry about

anyone taking anything away from me; especially my man—

hood. In all actuality, no one can take that away from me

butit hurts immeasurably watching them try.

On the positive side to all this, I‘m a happy guy. I‘m

happy with who I am and that I‘ve gotten to that place in

life where I finally feel whole. It‘s been hard on me, my

friends and most certainly my family. I just wish I had the _

answer to this perplexing question. If anyone out there has __

a clue, come Take A Walk with me. B

VISIT FAMILYE FRIENDS‘

WEBSITE AT

http:/members.aol.com/familymag/homepage.html

OR E—MAIL US AT

FamilyMag@ aol.com

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

AIDS crisis

Corporate America: A wake—up call to AIDS

    

 

RY SHARON DORRINS

TRI—STATE DEFENDER WRITER

 

The Health Emergency 1999 Report stated that, in 1998,
67,000American children, mostly Black and Latino, lost their
mothers to AIDS. Infections among new blood donors were
the highest in the South; 51 per 100,000 among Blacks, ac—
cording to data presented during the 1999 Sixth Conference
on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections. Nationally
more than half of all new HIV infections are Black, said
Michael P. Busch of San Francisco. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)said that women comprise a
greater percentage of all AIDS cases as age increases.

Stop! What is going on here? Why are situations such as
this occurring in the richest and most technological coun—
try in the world?

It all boils down, many say, to a matter of greed.
"Corporate social responsibility in America is a joke and _

the ethos of solidarity and mutual responsibility for one‘s
fellow citizens in America is woefully lacking," declared
Felicia Cochran of South Memphis. "Commercialism and
corporations seeking profits for their investors is the new —
social order. The American marketplace has all but turned
its back on the sick, the poor, the homeless, the addicted,
the mentally ill, the under—educated, the unemployed. What
is needed at this point in time is an ethical revolution in
corporate America," she added. "This is a wake—up call for
big business." *

Corporate America‘s awareness of HIV/AIDS is mired
in fear, ignorance and a reluctance to act, most advocates
say, noting that AIDS education is struggling to get a foot—
hold in the door of the business world. They say that when
most AIDS educators walk into corporate boardrooms to
make their pitch for help, they are, for the most part, met
by hostile executives. Moreover, the CDC found in a study
of 2,252 businesses in 1995, that these companies were more
apt to write a policy and promote philanthropy than pro—

_ mote AIDS education for their employees, their families,
their communities or to get their employees involved in
service to AIDS organizations. Many companies aren‘t even
willing to talk about it; there is still much moral and reli—
gious—biased resistance in the workplace, the study found.
A United Nations (UNAIDS) survey found that just un—

der half of 2,000 senior executives and mid—level managers
of 203 top U.S. companies said they had initiated some type
of HIV/AIDS education, citing safety as their main mo—
tive. Also, 20 percent of these businesses said they also were
acting out of concern for possible legal implications. Eight
percent said they were trying to avoid absenteeism; four

percent cited public image; just over one percent acted out
of fear, and just eight percent, because AIDS was an issue
in the community. Interestingly, the report gave no com—
pany citing details of the share of contributions to AIDS
programs in corporate budgets, industrial comparisons in
ways of dealing with the disease, its economic cost, and
whether AIDS is a factor in employment and hiring. The
bottom line is that companies are consumed almost totally
with profit margins, not the health care of its employees,

their families and their communities.

A partner in this seemingly unconscionable situation,
AIDS advocates note, is how the advertising/marketing in—
dustry, whose client for the most part is Corporate America,
further exacerbates the HIV/AIDS predicament. Advertis—
ing is the horse that pulls the carriage in this instance, data
showed, pointing out that North American advertising met
to set strategies for the future in December of this past year.
The 26th Paine Webber Inc. Media Conference pundits called
for top—line advertising spending tosignificantly outpace the
general economy, fueled by high levels of consumer spend—
ing and increased market activity. It was surmised that con—
solidation inthe advertising agency business and the inte—
gration of acquisition activity in broadcasting groups would
result in further margin expansion accelerating tremendous
cash flow and expenditures. It also was agreed that U. S.
spending was to set the pace for total, worldwide advertis—
ing expenditure. Global advertising would mean zenith
worldwide media — TV, radio, newspapers, cable, billboard,
magazines, even the Internet.

Countless billions and billions of dollars are at stake here
_ in this cycle of business, advertising and mass media: What
we eat, wear, drink, drive; where we go, live, play, study;
what we see, hear, read, thinkand even feel, is intricately
tied to this cycle. Companies sell products and services,
advertising agencies help them get their messages out and
mass media pushes on the public. And how hypocritical
that much of its sex, beauty glitz, cure—alls, pleasure, even
violence is bombarded unceasingly at the American public

in an effort to make that public spend.

The United States Health and Human Services Office of
Public Health released the report, "Healthy People: 2010
Objective," a draft for public comment (Sept. 15, 1998). In
it, U.S. Surgeon General Dr. David Satcher mandates for
prevention purposes several biomedical and social behav— _
ioral intervention policies — condom use, knowledge of HIV
sero—status, STD screening in HIV and counseling/testing
sites, and drug treatment. In Chicago a massive blitz has
already begun along these lines to get the message out, with

See AIDS, page 25

 

 

 



  

Enjoying a pizza on Friday night

are, from left, Amy, Dedra, Ruby

and Shari.

  

 

Show Coordinator Jason, D.J. Emily and

Bartender Jane.
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BUCKETS of BEER

Friday thru Sunday

9 p.m. to Midnight

5 Domestic Longnecks for $6
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Entertainment extravaganza to benefit the Holy Trinity Building Fund.

(Sunday, July 18, 1999)

8:00 p.m.

$3.00 donation at the door.
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MIRROR BALL — Sarah McLachlan
It seems only fitting that, onthe eve of the final Lilith

Fair concert tour (a brainchild of Sarah McLachlan), that

she release Mirror Ball, her latest effort

on Arista Records.

This is a live effort that hasso far re—

ceived mixed reviews. The 14‘songs on
the album are taken from McLachlan‘s
earlier albums, and were recorded live
during her spring solo tour. This is NOT
a concert album per se, but rather indi—

vidually recorded tracks from her tour, which makes the
album seem a little choppy and doesn‘t capture the flow of

\a true live concert album. The album starts with "Building
a Mystery," which is a strong beginning for a CD that ends
up sounding slightly overproduced and doesn‘t compli—
ment the clarity and range of McLachlan‘s vocal talents.

One of the best tracks on the CD is "I Love You," a haunt—
ingly beautiful ballad showing pure depth of emotion.
Another song that truly showcases McLachlan‘s vocal range
is "The Path of Thorns (Terms)."

Regardless of the few flaws in the production and deliv—
ery of this album, it is still a good collection for Sarah
McLachlan fans and I would recommend adding it to your
collection.

 

LIVEAND MORE/ENCORE! — Donna Summer
I was sitting in front of the TV the other night channel

surfing and about to decide on the millionth re—run of "The
Flintstones," when I landed on VH—1 and an interview with
the "Queen of Disco," Donna Summer. Since the interview
was half over, I almost didn‘t watch it. The commercial for
her "Live and More Encore" concert, which was airing im—
mediately after the interview, made me change my mind
and stay. My decision was very much rewarded as the con—
cert was FABULOUS, and what made it even better was
the announcement that a CD of the concert would be com—
ing out the following Tuesday.

It is hard to think of anything that can be said about
Donna Summer that hasn‘t already been said before. In this
concert and subsequent release of the CD, Summer proves
that she truly can overcome adversity and the demons of
success to re—claim her spot as "Queen."

The CD opens with "MacArthur Park" and continues
the trip down memory lane with new performances of her

old staples ... the ones that

had us dancing and scream—

ing the ‘70s away. A high—

light of the CD is a new ver—

sion of "No More Tears

(Enough is Enough)" which

features —Tina —Arena

("Chains") in the duet spot

previously occupied by

Barbra Streisand. Personally,

I think this is a much better

version of the song (my apologies to the Streisand fans
amongst the readers).

The CD also includes three brand new songs. "My Life,"
a highlight of the CD, which is taken from Summer‘s forth—
coming musical Ordinary Girl, which was conceived by
Summer and is based on her own life story. The first single
release from this CD is "I Will Go With You," which is one
of two brand new studio recordings. This track was first
recorded in Italian as "Con Te Partiro," by Andrea Bocelli
and Sarah Brightman. Summer wrote new English lyrics
for the song and enlisted famed dance remix producer Hex
Hector to produce the track. The second new studio track
is "Love Is The Healer."

To her fans, this CD is a MUST HAVE!! For those of you
who aren‘t particularly fans of Donna Summer, but do en—
joy the music from the disco era, drop into Cat‘s Music and
take a quick listen to this CD. My guess is that once you get
a taste of the memories, you will be enticed to buy this CD.
You won‘t be sorry you did.

Billboard‘s Hot 100 (top 10)

as of week ending June 25, 1999

  

   

  

 

   
   

   

  

     

No.1 — "If You Had My Love" — Jennifer Lopez
No.2 — "Livin‘ La Vida Loca" — Ricky Martin
No.3 — "Last Kiss" — Pearl Jam
No.4 — "It‘s Not Right But It‘s Okay" — Whitney Houston
No.5 — "The Hardest Thing" — 98 Degrees
No.6 — "I Want It That Way" — Backstreet Boys
No.7 — "Fortunate" — Maxwell

No.8 — "No Serubs" — TLC

No.9 — "Where My Girls At?" — 702 _
No.10 — "Kiss Me" — Sixpence None The Richer

See In The Mix, page 25

 
 



 

  

In The Mix
 

Continued from page 24

Billboard‘s Top 10 Dance Tracks

as of week ending June 25, 1999
     

No.1 — "Sing It Back" — Moloko

No.2 — "Until We Meet Again" — Diana Ross

No.3 — "Big Love" — Pete Heller

No.4 — "Share The Love" — Andrea Martin
No.5 — "Livin‘ La Vida Loca" — Ricky Martin
No.6 — "What You Need" — Powerhouse Feat, Duane

Hardin

No.7 — "One More Chance" — Angel Clivilles

No.8 — "Core" — Martha Wash

No.9 — "Just Doin‘ What We Love" — Carole Sylvan
No.10 — "Feel Good" — Sussex House

fi

Melinda McSparrin has been a DJfor the past 18 years. She has

worked as the original DJat the Pendulum and most recently WKRB.

IN THE MIX

is sponsored by

1569 Union Avenue

Midtown

(901) 274—2287

AIDS

 

Continued from page 21

1,500 sites targeted around the city on billboards, buses,

trains and newspapers on HIV/AIDS prevention practices.

Just imagine if everybody would put personal feel—

ings aside and do the moral thing as taught by Jesus,

Buddha, Mohammed, Zoraster, Martin Luther King Jr.,

Ghandi and others. Maybe AIDS/HIV victims could get

the help needed.

 

This is the third of a three—part series by Sharon E. Dob—

bins. Reprinted by permission from Tri—State Defender,

April 17—21, 1999.
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Wynonna to make Sam‘s Town appearance

Sam‘s Town Hotel & Gambling Hall will welcome
Wynonna back for her fourth appearance on Friday, July
23. She will take the River Palace Arena stage at 9 p.m.

Country singer Wynonna Judd, known by many as half
of the mother—daughter duo, The Judds, is known for such
hits as "She Is His Only Need," "I Saw The Light" and "To
Be Loved By You." Her 1992 album, Wynonna, was the high—
est—selling debut from a female with sales of more than five
million copies.

She has been nominated Female Vocalist of the Year and
Best Album by the Country Music Association and has been
nominated for four Grammy Awards. In 1992, she won
Billboard‘s Best New Country Artist award and the Coun—
try Single award for "No One Else On Earth." In 1994; she
won the Academy of Country Music‘s award for Top Fe—
male Artist.

Wynonna and her mother, Naomi, were the famous
group The Judds through much of the 1980s. During this
time, they released a total of six albums and won six
Grammy awards and nearly a dozen Country Music Asso—
ciation awards.

YOU‘VE GOT TO BE KIDDING

In 1992, Wynonna released her self—titled debut album,
which was very well received by her fans. It was certified
multi—platinum. A year later, Tell Me Why gained platinum
status. In 1996, revelations, an introspective album in which
Wynonnabared her soul, also received platinum status. Her
final Curb/MCA album, Collection, was released in 1997.

The Other Side, also released in 1997, paints an accurate
portrait of the talented artist. "I am on the other side of a
lot of things," she explained. "I‘m on the other side of lone—
liness. I‘m on the other side of the blues ... The other side of
the fear of success." The Other Side features such hits as
"When Love Starts Talkin‘" and "Come Some Rainy Day."

Wynonna‘s talent has not been overlooked by the me—

dia. Newsweek reported, "Wynonna can sing like a dream.
She‘s got the most exhilarating voice in country today —
not just pretty, but full of depth and dimension, with a
sweet, whispery top and a bluesy bottom growl."

Tickets to see Wynonna are $37.50 and $32.50 and are
available at the River Palace Arena Box Office, TicketMas—
ter locations, online at www.samstowntunica.com, or can

be charged by telephone at (800) 456—0711.
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One of One More‘s

carriages.

   

Mystic Krewe of MU: Anne, Luanne, Chris, |

Barbara, Kathy, Laura, Madaline and Chester.
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Backstreet Memphis‘
Shane Trice gets ready
for the parade.

 

   

   

Showing their pride are Kristin, Jennifer and
Holy Trinity Communit
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Southern Girl Convention is set at UofM

The Southern Girl Convention, a

celebration of girls who refuse to be

Southern Belles, will be held Friday,

July 30, through Sunday, Aug.1, at The

University of Memphis. This event is

produced by the Memphis chapter of

the Women‘s Action Coalition, a Uni—

versity of Memphis organization

reaching women of all ages with direct

interest in the community.

All are invited to this weekend of

female empowerment through discus—

sions, performance art, networking

and much more.

"We want to honor every girl‘s per—

sonal experiences being raised and liv—

ing as a female in the South," empha—

sized Jennifer Sauer, one of the

convention‘s organizers. "Despite ra—

cial tensions, religious persecution and

the continued acceptance of ‘planta—

tion politics,‘ there are girls and

women throughout the South who are

fighting to make a difference in other

girls‘ lives.

"We are producing the Southern

Girl Convention because the passion

to create a truly just and equal world

is not dead," she added. "The incred—

ible range of workshops lines up so far,

from environmental racism to do—it—

yourself car repair, and from body im—

age to desktop ‘zine publishing, indi—

cate that Southern girls and women

definitely believe that change comes

through a revolution of the mind, body

and soul."

Registration is $10 and includes ac—

cess to all conference discussions, mov—

ies, performances and workshops.

Group discounts and work—in—ex—

change—for—fees is possible.

The convention will be held on the

second and third floors of the Univer—

sity Center at The University of Mem—

phis. Entertainment will be held at

1297 Madison each night.

On Friday, July 30, registration will

be held from 3 to 5 p.m., the welcom—

ing will begin at 7 p.m. and end at 9

p.m. The participants then will take a

short trip to 1297 Madison for the en—

tertainment for the night: A Drag King

Show for both professionals and ama—

teurs alike. The show begins at 9:30 p.m.

On Saturday, July 31, the opening

announcements and talk begins at

10:30 a.m. with various workshops of—

fered from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Of note is

the "Radical History ofWomen" work—

shop at 12:45 p.m. which will include

See Girl, page 35
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American Tuxedo

* Free

Tuxedo Program

* Over 100 Styles

— Available

e 30% Off Wedding
Invitations

e Open Evenings
and Sundays

e Best Place in
— Town ...

Guaranteed!

4722 Poplar Avenue
(next to Bronx
Bagel Bar)

901—753—8897 901—761—2848
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Star—spangled fireworks safety tips offered

  

  

  

  

RY MARK MANDELL 2
LEE JEFFREY RLOOMFieLp

The Fourth of July is a day for families to celebrate thefreedoms they enjoy as citizens of an independent demo—cratic nation. Unfortunately, celebration can turn to tragedyin a flash — the flash of a sparkler, bottle rocket or firecracker.According to the National Safe Kids Campaign, childrenages 10 to 14 suffer from fireworks—related injuries morethan any other age group, and the majority of these inju—ries happen during the month surrounding the Fourth ofJuly. Federal safety regulations have helped to reduce thenumber of fireworks—related injuries treated in U.S. hospi—tal emergency rooms from 12,500 in 1994, to 8,300 in 1997.However, consumer awareness is a key component in theeffort to keep families safe from firecracker accidents."Children are often attracted to the bright colors of thefireworks but don‘t understand their dangers, which can leadto tragic and painful consequences," said Heather Paul, PhD,executive director of the National Safe Kids Campaign. "Itis important to educate children on the dangers of fireworks,and emphasize that only adults should handle them."In 1976, the CPSC enacted regulations governing the useof fireworks. All fireworks now legally for sale to the publicmust comply with these rules. Consumer fireworks includecylindrical fountains, cone fountains, Roman candles, skyrockets, firecrackers, certain sparklers and revolving wheels."M—80s and M—100s are not fireworks," said PeterCatanzaro, spokesperson for the National Council on Fire—works Safety. "They are explosives and they are illegal. Wehave to get the message out, there is a difference." Unfor—tunately, he said, these devices still account for about a thirdof all Fourth of July injuries.
Laws vary from state to state regarding what kinds offireworks, if any, are allowed.
To keep safe this Fourth of July, the CPSC, the NationalCouncil on Fireworks and the National Safe Kids Campaignoffer these tips:
* Buy fireworks from a reliable dealer.
* Read and follow label directions carefully.* Only adults should handle fireworks, and should al—ways supervise children.
* Keep water handy to soak spent fireworks or duds.* Ignite outdoors and light one at a time.* Never attempt to make your own devices.* Never re—light a malfunctioning device.

* Never give fireworks to small children (not even spar—klers, which burn at about 1,800 degrees.)
* Never carry fireworks in your pocket.
* Never shoot fireworks in metal or glass containers.* Never aim fireworks at another person.
For more information about fireworks and safety tipsvisit the National Council on Fireworks Safety online athttp://www.fireworksafety.com or the U.S. ConsumerProduct Safety Commission at http:; /www.cpse.gov.For more health and safety information and tips, pleasevisit the Association of Trial Lawyers of America‘s (ATLA)"Keep Our Families Safe" website at http://familysafetyatlaorg.

 
MarkS. Mandell, president of the Association of Trial lawyersof America, is a partner in the Providence, R.1., lawfirm ofMandell,Schwartz & Boisclair. Lee Jeffrey Bloomfield, president ofthe Ten—nessee Trial Lawyers Association, is a partner in the Memphis lawfirm ofAllen, Godwin, Morris, Laurenzi & Bloomfield.

Kids of g/l/b/t parents

needed to write essays
Are you or were you a teen with a lesbian, gay, bisexual,or transgendered parent? If so, your story is wanted for anupcoming anthology.
Noelle Howey and Ellen Samuels are seeking personalessays that explore what it means to be the child of one ormore gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgendered parents.It is preferred that the essays focus on your teen yearsand deal with various issues including, but not limited to,dealing with a parent‘s sexuality while coming into yourown, overcoming homophobia at school, at family gather—ings, within conservative ethnic/social communities andinside yourself.
Pieces should be short, focusing on a particular issue,theme or event with your parent rather than a broad auto—biographical approach. Essays should be 10 to 12 double—spaced, typed pages. If accepted, contributors will receivea $100 honorarium.
For more information, contact Noelle Howey atnshowey@aol.com, or (212) 420—7985, or Ellen Samuels atmunchie75@aol.com, or (617) 628—3192. The project websiteis http://www.madsam.com/outoftheordinary/.
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Evening picnics planned

The Lichterman Nature Center, 1680 Lynnfield, will open

its gates at 6 p.m. on Friday, July 23, for a chance to enjoy

the summer nights. Bring a picnic and the kids. A puppet

show will be held at 6:30 p.m., storytelling at 7:15 p.m. and

a hike at 8 p.m. Admission is $2 per person. Call (901) 949—

7322 for more information.

Safe Kids Day is slated

Libertyland Safe Kids Day will be held Saturday, July

10, at Libertyland. Join the Mid—South Safe Kids Coalition,

firefighters and policemen and learn helpful safety tips.

Plus, kids can register to win bicycles and helmets.

Libertyland hours are noon to 9 p.m. Wednesdays, Thurs—

days, Fridays and Sundays and 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturdays

and holidays. Ticket prices are $8 for general admission

and $19 for general admission and a thrill rides ticket. Af—

ter 4 p.m., admission is $5 and $16, respectively. Children

under 3 are admitted free.

TM‘s Showagon plans plays

Theatre Memphis Summer Showagon is producing two

children‘s classics on stage at Theatre Memphis‘ Little The—

atre, 630 Perkins Extended. Charlotte‘s Web is set for July 13

to 23 and The Little Prince is set for July 26 to Aug. 6. All

shows are at 10 a.m. Monday through Friday. Tickets are

._ $7 for adults and $6 for children. For more information

call (901) 682—5261.

Kids can learn about rockets

The Children‘s Museum of Memphis, 2525 Central Ave.,

will host Dr. Cynthia Miller on Wednesday, July 21, from 2

to 3 p.m. Miller will demonstrate how rockets work and

then the kids can make their own. This event is free with

regular museum admission. Call (901) 458—2678 for more

information.

Come explore the Internet

The East Shelby Branch of the Memphis & Shelby County

Public Libraries is offering kids age 11 to 14 an opportu—

nity to explore the Internet. This workshop is set for Thurs—

day, July 8, at 3 p.m. The East Shelby Branch is located at

7200 East Shelby Drive. Registration is required. For more.

information, call (901) 751—7360.

Kids to talk to leaders

Young people age 13 to 17 are invited to discuss issues

that are important to them with community leaders on

Thursday, July 15, at 3:30 p.m. at the Cornelia Crenshaw

Branch of the Memphis & Shelby County Public Libraries.

For more information, call (901) 525—1643; the branch is lo—

cated at 531 Vance.

Library to host botany lesson

Kids age five to 10 will have the opportunity to learn

about botany from the Lichterman Nature Center on

Wednesday, July 21, at 2 p.m. at the Germantown Branch

Library, 1925 Exeter. Registration is required. Call the branch

at (901) 754—3702 for more information.

Child actors needed

Key kids! Auditions for Peter Pan will be held Saturday,

July 24, at Playhouse on the Square from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The director, Shorey Walker, is looking to cast boys and girls

age seven and up.

Dragons to invade Wolfchase

The Children‘s Museum of Memphis, in conjunction

with the Wolfchase Galleria, is bringing two exciting ex—

hibits together, "Dragons of the Myths" and "Kid Castle,"

at the Wolfchase Galleria Mall on Germantown Parkway,

July 16 to Aug. 9.

Tracing the global evolution of the dragon as a mythical

and cultural icon, "Dragons of the Myths" is designed to

entertain and educate visitors while showcasing the cul—

tural importance of dragons from literary and legendary

tales. Seven larger—than—life dragon scenarios including ro—

botic, smoke—breathing dragons will be featured.

The Children‘s Museum‘s "Kid Castle" exhibit will allow

children to interact in a hands—on, child—sized castle. Children

will delight in role—play with costumes representing knights,

queens and kings and objects representing the Middle Ages.

The enchanting combination of these two exhibits will

delight children and adults alike as visitors to the mall step

back in time to Medieval days to explore the days of lore.

The exhibits are free and open to the public during regu—

lar mall business hours.
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ArtMuseum to present works

The University of Memphis Art Museum is presenting"Max: 99," a juried exhibition of contemporary works byregional artists, now through Aug. 7. Buzz Spector, thisyear‘s curator, personally viewed the works of 244 artistsin five galleries, eight exhibitions, four schools and 30 stu—dios to select the works of 13 artists for "Max: 99." The ArtMuseum of the UofM is located in the communication andfine arts building and is open Monday to Saturday, 9 a.m.to 5 p.m. Admission is free.

Experience Zoo Nights

Weekend evenings can‘t get wilder than they do at theZoo! Zoo Nights combines extended summer hours withlive entertainment to enhance Zoo visits. The scheduledentertainment for this month is Richard Graham on July 3,Blue Silk on July 10, One Stone on July 17, Jacks and Rea—sons on July 24 and Yamagata on July 31. The Zoo is openuntil 9 p.m.; ticket booths close at 8 p.m. Call 276—WILD formore information.

TM to host AACT/Fest <99

Theatre Memphis is hosting AACT/Fest ‘99 July 7—11.The top 11 community theatre groups from across the coun—try will showcase their artistic and technical talents duringthe 16th biennial festival of the American Association ofCommunity Theatre. Over 600 participants are expected

Need someone to

talk to?

 

   

 

  

   

(e

Memphis Area Gay Youth

Peer support

& discussion group

(901) 335—MAGY

 

 
   

  

and the public is invited to attend the performances, work—
shops and special events. Prices range from $10 to $60. For
more information call (901) 682—8601.

Cats set at Orpheum

Cats takes the stage at The Orpheum Theatre July 30,
31 and Aug. 1. Call the Orpheum at (901) 525—7800 formore information.

Parental workshop slated

Representatives of Salomon Smith Barney will be at TheChildren‘s Museum of Memphis, 2525 Central Avenue onSaturday, July 10. They will present a workshop that willteach parents about saving and investing for their children‘scollege education. Workshops will be held at 11 a.m., noon,1 and 2 p.m. This event is free with museum admission.Call (901) 458—2678 for more information.

Orpheum plans movies

The Orpheum Theatre has three movies planned for thismonth in the 1999 Summer Movie Series. On July 9 GuessWho‘s Coming to Dinner begins at 7:30 p.m., on July 16 TheWizard ofOz will be shown at 7:30 p.m. and on July 23 Tootsiestarts at 7:30 p.m. Cost is $6 per person and Looney Tunesand Laurel and Hardy shorts will be added features. Callthe Orpheum at (901) 525—7800 for more information.

Take a candlelit tour

The Memphis Botanic Gardens, located in AudubonPark, invites you to enjoy a Japanese Garden CandlelightTour Thursday, July 15, from 7:45 to 8:45 p.m. Other showsset are the Iris Rhizome Sale, Saturday, July 17, 9 a.m. to 3p.m., and the Cactus Show and Sale, Saturday and Sunday,July 24 to 25. Call (901) 685—1566 for more information.
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ETC to celebrate independence with plays

Emerald Theatre Company presents Celebrating Our In—

dependence, three contemporary gay and lesbian one—act

plays, Friday, July 16; Saturday, July 17, and Friday to Sun—

Girl

Continued from page 31

tours of sites in Memphis where women made their mark

on history. From 5 to 6 p.m. there will be a caucus on "Sex—

ism in Movements" (civil, gay, feminist, etc.).

Dinner will be from 6 to 7 p.m. and at 7:30 p.m. enter—

tainment will again be provided on stage at 1297 Madison.

On Sunday, Aug. 1, a caucus on "Organizing in the South"

will be held from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Workshops will again be

held from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at which time the closing

announcements and discussion will be held. At 8 p.m. girl

bands and performers will take the stage at 1297 Madison.

All entertainmentis covered in the $10 cost for attending

the convention. However, ifyou cannot make the convention,

you are invited to enjoy the entertainment for a $5 cover charge.

For more information, call Jennifer at (901) 452—5407 or

email at suzukibeane@hotmail.com.

THEATRE MEMPHIS

1999—2000 SEASON

NSATION:;

For Season Tickets Call

682—8323

Mention This Ad When You Order By July 30" And Receive

A Free Ticket To The World Goes ‘Round!

 

day, July 23 to 25.

Reservoir, a story of redemption and acceptance by

Ron Nyswaner, features Emerald Theatre Company

Founder Den—Nickolas Smith and Joel Pettit. This story

centers around an old rock quarry in a small southern

town where a radical young Christian loses his virgin—

ity to an ex—con.

Dancing On Checkers Grave by Eric Lane lets you listen in

on the conversation of two female high—school seniors tell—

ing tales about first loves and discovering liberation. This

one—act features Emily Fry and Dee Wilborn.

The Only Thing Worse You Could Have Told Me features

ETC Artistic Director Hal Harmon in a variety of short

monologues, writtenby Dan Butler, depicting many aspects

of the gay lifestyle.

All shows begin at 8 p.m. at Theatreworks, 1085 Monroe

Ave. behind Overton Square. Tickets are $10 each, $5 for

students with current IDs.

Emerald Theatre Company has been in residence at

Theatreworks for the past three years.

Emerald Theatre Company invites the whole commu—

nity to enjoy a night of theatre. For more information call

(901) 722—9302.

A Chorus Line

Moon Over Buffalo

A Christmas Carol

The World Goes ‘Round

Beauty Queen Of Leenane

A View From The Bridge

Joseph And The Amazing

Technicolor Dreamcoat

 

 



  

YWCAENCOREplus is starting weekly support groups
for lesbian women with breast cancer.

The support groups will address issues about nutri—
tion, self—esteem, coping skills, stress, journaling, spiri—
tuality and more. }

Meetings will begin weekly on Tuesday, July 13, from 7
to 8 p.m. at the YWCA located at 766 Highland Avenue.

Please call (901) 754—4356 to confirm attendance or
for more information. Assistance with transportation

f   
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Lesbian breast cancer group to comence

is available.

YWCA ENCOREplus is the breast and cervical cancer
control program of the YWCA of Greater Memphis. It fo—
cuses on saving women‘s lives by educating them about
the importance of early discovery of breast and cervical
cancers. The YWCA of Greater Memphis is committed to
the empowerment of women and girls and the elimination
of racism.
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FREE 1999—2000

GAY & LESBIAN TRAVEL PACK
Fill out the following information & send it to Gateway
Travel to receive your free travel pack of brochures &
information!

Name:

Address:

City:

State:

Phone:

Return to: Gateway Travel, 2090 Overton Square Ln.,
Memphis, TN 38104. FAX to : 901—276—3383. Or CALL:
901—276—3388.

GATEWAY TRAVEL

A Proud Sponsor of 1999 Memphis Pride
Parade & Festival And 1999 Battle on the Bluff
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Pauletta Party

 

 
| D Claire camps it up!

 

Wynotta and Nonotta Jugg sing for their

supper away from the trailer park.
 

 

 
  

 



 

 

 

Legal advice offered to same—sex couplesFor the individual or for the same—sex couple, this maybe of interest.The living will is your legal proclamation that, if youbecome terminally ill, you don‘t want to be hooked up tolife support systems. —The Durable Power of Attorney, on the other hand, au—thorizes someone to act for you as your attorney—in—fact, oragent, and to continue to act for you after you have be—come totally incapacitated. The attorney—in—fact does nothave to be a lawyer. Ideally, it should be someone close toyou whom you can trust implicitly to carry out your wishesas expressed in the legal document you have signed.A Durable Power of Attorney can be an all—encompass—ing instrument, giving power over your money and prop—erty, and also over all health care matters. Under a new lawrecently passed in Tennessee, your agent can even makelife—support decisions for you unless you have specificallywithheld that authority in the document itself. (However,you have the right to revoke this authority at any time, ei—ther orally or in writing.)Unless you direct otherwise in your Durable Power of

Attorney, your agent also has the power to authorize anautopsy, donate your organs or give your body for researchand decide how your remains will be disposed of.For those of you who have already signed a DurablePower of Attorney, rest assured that all provisions in yourdocument dealing with money or property will not be af—fected in any way. They are still legal and binding. How—ever, health care provisions may possibly be affected sincethe new Tennessee law requires very specific wording forthe acknowledgments, witnesses andnotary. You shouldread your Durable Power of Attorney carefully (or ask yourattorney to review it).In reviewing your Durable Power of Attorney youshould determine whether or not you want the DurablePower of Attorney to take effect immediately or to becomeeffective only in the event that you become mentally inca—pacitated. If it includes the power to make decisions, youshould contact your attorney about whether the documentneeds to be changed in any way. ;From Senior Citizens Handbook by the Shelby CountyMayor‘s Office on Aging, April 1999.
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in the 1999 Memphis Pride Parade.

coRRECTIONS

* The Memphis Lesbian and Gay Coalition for Justice

was incorrectly referred to as The Memphis Gay and Les—

bian Coalition for Justice in an article printed in the June

1999 issue of Family & Friends. We regret the error and apolo—

gize for any inconvenience this may have caused.

* Theatre Memphis ticket prices were incorrectly reported

in the June 1999 issue of Family & Friends. For correct ticket

prices to musicals and dramas, which are different, please

call the box office at (901) 682—8323. We regret the error and

apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused.

 

Sunday Brunch
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Visit "Anything Goes" Gazebo Bar

 

 

  

  

  

AMOM‘S PRIDE: Cyndi Robbins of Memphis, left, cries

tears of pride while hugging her 12—year old son, Brandon

Simmons. Brandon marched carrying the American Flag
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| French Quarter Suites

      
2144 Madison Avenue JI

   

INZ& OITZ

CARDS AND GIFTS
553 S. COOPER « MEMPHIS, TN 38104

(901) 728—6535

 

Monday — Saturde 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
   
 

 

 

 



 

N—Cognito‘s Terry]

Buckner thanks everyone

Dear Family & Friends,
I would like to thank everybody for their loyal support

of the Memphis Pride Parade, Festival and Picnic. I espe—cially want to thank all the out—of—town folks that came toMemphis to join in the festivities.
This year‘s Memphis Pride Picnic was one of thebest yet as hundreds of folks enjoyed a relaxing Sun—day afternoon at Te—To—Tam Ranch and then the liveshow that night at the ranch. I hope, with the involve—ment of our community, to bring you yet another won—derful time next year.

5 Terryl Buckner

N—Cognito

 

 

 

 

  

Butch Valentine heralds

Backstreetfor donations

Dear Family & Friends,
The staff and cast of the Backstreet Nightclub, 2018 Court

Ave. (in Memphis), have been busy since February raising
money for Feast for Friends, and in a most unique and en—
tertaining manner. f

The club‘s talented and dedicated cast appear on stage
together at the end of each show to perform to the ‘70s hit,
"United We Stand, Divided We Fall."

This song tells how if "our backs should ever be against
the wall, then together we will stand, you and I." I had
almost forgotten this popular song, and when I saw it per—
formed at Backstreet for the first time, it gave me
humongous goose bumps. What makes this performance
so very unique, and truly inspiring, is that while the cast
performs this rousing number, people in the audience line

See Letters, page 41
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Letters
 

Continued from page 40

up to put their dollar or two into a large bucket on the stage

... for Feast For Friends.

Club owner Shane Trice saw this being done during a

trip to Atlanta, and brought it home to Memphis ... and to

us. What better way is there to rally those who have been

affected by HIV and AIDS than this song, which has such

an inspiring message. And to see the people actually lining

up to support one of the best programs in Memphis, Feast

For Friends, would touch any heart. To date, morethan

$3,200 has been raised to help support the program in the

upcoming year!

To Shane Trice; to Star Queen, the shows‘ hostess; to

her talented cast, and to the friendly staff, I can never

adequately thank you for what you have done for FFF.

And I thank you for reminding us each night, that united

we will stand against this disease, yet together, we can

make a difference.

 

Butch Valentine

Fund—raising coordinator

Friends For Life and Feast For Friends

Straight Up
 

Continued from page 18

I agree with you that we all are naive sometimes. Most

of us would like to believe that the men we meet in bars,

theatres and bookstores who act interested in our person—

alities really are. We want to believe that true romance is

just around the next bar stool. Mr. Wonderful will just come

riding up on his white steed.

REALITY CHECK! Finding a compatible partner is never
easy. Men of quality also complain about how difficult it is to
find other quality men —and those are the men you‘re trying
to locate. The unfortunate news is that they are all mixed to—
gether out there, and you need a method for locating the men
of substance. Wouldnt it be easier and less emotionally con—
suming to run to your local "man market" and pick out "Mr.
Wonderful," take him to the cashier to scan the bar code and
take him home for years of happiness? Yes, but in reality ...
even products fail if not properly nurtured. Good Luck!

 

Questions are answered by two people, a gay male and a les—
bian, in an attempt to get the best and mostfair answers possible.
Each person has a bachelor‘s degree in the counseling field and
are pursuing their master‘s degrees in counseling. The opinions ;
expressed are not necessarily those of the magazine. For serious U4 *
problems, seek professional help. Send questions to Family & —— 1474 Madison Avenue
Friends, P.O. Box 771948, Memphis, TN 38177—1948, or e—mail
them to FamilyMag@aol.com. (901) 278-4313 .
E
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"I can‘t see love being a bad thing. Lust is different. But

if you‘re in love, you‘ve got to follow your heart and trust

that God will explain to us why we sometimes fall in love

with people of the same sex. Judgment Day is coming, and

I ain‘t going to be the one standing over people up there."

— Country singer Garth Brooks to George magazme,
April issue

e o o

"Defense of Marriage? It‘s like the old V—8 commercial.
As if this act didn‘t pass, heterosexual men all over the coun—
try would say, [smack] ‘I could‘ve married a guy!‘"

— Gay U.S. Rep. Barney Frank, D—Mass, in an April 2
speech at the University of Texas Law School

0 e o

"If you love someone, you love them. It doesn‘t matter
if they have an illness. What kind of person would I be if
that mattered to me? Besides, Greg takes such good care of
himself. He is so strong. When we go on a bike ride, I abso—
lutely cannot keep up with him!"

— E! Entertainment Television reporter Steve Kmetko,
who is HIV—negative, on his boyfriend, diving champ Greg
Lougams, who is HIV—positive, to the Advocate, March 30

0 e o

"I work out and I have a trainer. I am in the best shape
I have ever been. I got muscles and pecs. I want a hus—
band. I just want a guy who has a car and doesn‘t live
in it. I dated a guy who was pierced everywhere. I
chipped a tooth."

— Gay comedian Jason Stuart to San Diego‘s Gay & Les—
bian Times, April 22

"I really feel like you can lovea lot of people; it doesn‘t.
really matter whether they‘re male or female. My relation—
ship with guys, girls... I just feel like you can be in love
with anybody. You can love a woman — I mean, what
makes you "not" be able to love like that? You know what f
I‘m saying?"

— Diana Ross to the Advocate, May 11
o o o

"I still, to this day, think people will look back at the last
season and say it was one of the best seasons the show ever
had. Being gay is not just an easy, fun experience. It‘s not
‘Birdcage.‘ I was trying to do more, and it was a hard bal—
ance to educate and do something new ... I didn‘t even know
there was going to be a [parental] warning label [on my
show]. I was watching the hand—holding episode at home
and suddenly it was, ‘Get out of the room! Put your chil—
dren behind lead!‘ I fought like hell against the warnings
and that‘s what got me in trouble. When they put an advi—

sory on the episode where Joely Fisher, who played Paige,
and I had that joke kiss, I had a meeting with the heads of
the network. They told me to shut up and stay out of the
press. My executive producer, a heterosexual man, fought
even harder than I did."

— Ellen DeGeneres speaking to students at the Univer—
sity‘of Massachusetts at Amherst, as quoted in the April 8
issue of Boston‘s Bay Windows

o o o

"They [the media] are driving me into becoming a
spokesperson for transsexual issues. Whether I like it or
not, they ask questions and I am answering. But I don‘t
want to carry anyone‘s flag, and as for human rights ... I do
not like to deal with titles [labels], this community or that
community. I think we are all in the human—being commu—
nity. So why divide us? I would like people to deal with
freedom, not just homosexuals and transsexuals, because I
would like people to not deal with sexuality, just with in—
telligence and personalities of human beings."

— Transsexual Israeli pop diva Dana International, win—
ner of the 1998 Eurovision Song Contest, to Austrahas
Melbourne Star Observer, April 30

LA AJ

"I‘ve had gay friends throughout my life and have en—
joyed their friendship very much. And I cameto realize
that everyone is human and that sexual orientation really
has nothing to do with anything. Knowing gay people defi—
nitely prevents homophobia. Friends are friends. I had two
gay friends in the world of wrestling that were together 41
years. Unfortunately, one of them passed on. But when one
was ill, the other was never allowed to be by his bed in the
hospital. That was very inhumane. It‘s why in my cam—
paign I had the quote ‘Love is bigger than government.""

— Minnesota Gov. Jesse Ventura to the Advocate, May 25
 

Quotes compiled by Rex Wockner, who has reported newsfor
the gay press since 1985. His work has appeared in more than .
200 gay publications. He has a B.A. in journalism from Drake
University, started his career as a radio reporter, and has written
extensivelyfor the mainstream media as well.
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 Terrance and Christine

  

  

  

Derrick and Anthony enjoy cool
beverages at the picnic.

 

   

   

Hangin‘ out were Sed, Tony

and T.J.

ABOVE: Enjoying some shade are
Beverly, Sherri, Shunova, La, Shalone,
Sophia and Vicicia. LEFT: N—Cognito‘s
Terryl prepares for a water gun fight with
Tony and Mac.
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Arizona

903 South Cooper

(901) 272—9000

Closed Monday

Lunch: Coming soon

Dinner: Sun.—Thur., 5 p.m. till 10 p.m.
Dinner: Fri. & Sat., 5 p.m. till 11 p.m.

The Chicago Steakhouse

Gold Strike Casino Resort — Tunica
(601) 357—1225

Sun. —Thurs., 5 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Fri. & Sat., 5 p.m. to midnight

Reservations Suggested

Cafe Society

212 North Evergreen

(901) 722—2177

Lunch: Mon.—Fri., 11:30 a.m. till 2 p.m.
Dinner: Mon.—Sun., 5 p.m. till 10 p.m.
Reservations suggested

Hard Rock Cafe

315 Beale

(901) 529—0007

Open 11 a.m.—midnight, Sun.—Thurs., 11—1 a.m. Fri. & Sat.

Cafe Ole‘

2127 Young Avenue

(901) 274—1504

Mon.—Thu., 11 a.m. till 10 p.m.
Fri., 11 a.m. till 11 p.m.

Sat., 11:30 a.m. till 11 p.m.

Sun., 11:30 a.m. till 10 p.m.

The Bourbon Street Cafe
(In the French Quarter Suites)
2144 Madison

(901) 728—4000

Breakfast: Mon.—Sat., Zam—10am
Champagne Brunch: Sun., 11:30 a.m. till 2 p.m.
Dinner: Sun.—Thur., 5 p.m. till 10 p.m., and Fri. & Sat.,
5 p.m. till 11 p.m.

Huey‘s—Midtown

1927 Madison

(901) 726—4372

Mon.—Sat., 11 a.m.till 2 a.m,

Sun. noon till 2 a.m.

In the Grove

2865 Walnut Grove

(901) 458—9955

Sunday, 5 p.m. till 1 a.m.

Mon.—Thur., 5 p.m. till 1 a.m.

Fri.—Sat., 5 p.m. till 2 a.m.

La Montagne

3550 Park Ave.

(901) 458—1060

Lunch: 11 a.m. till 2:30 p.m., 7 days a week
Dinner: Sun.—Thur., 5:30 p.m. till 10 p.m., and Fri. & Sat., 5:30
p.m. till 11 p.m.

Molly Gonzales‘ La Casita Mexican Restaurant
2006 Madison Ave.

(901) 726—1873

Lunch and Dinner: Mon.—Thur, 11 a.m. till 10 p.m.; Fri., 11 a.m.
till 11 p.m.; Sat., noon till 11 p.m., and Sun., noon till 10 p.m.

Neil‘s

1835 Madison Ave.

(901) 278—NEIL

Open 11 a.m. to 3 a.m. seven days a week, year—round.

P & H Cafe

1532 Madison

(901) 726—0906

Closed Sun

Mon.—Sat., 11 a.m. till 3 a.m.

Young Ave. Deli

2119 Young Avenue

(901) 278—0034

Mon.—Sat., 11 a.m. till 3 a.m.

Sun., noon till 3 a.m.

 



 
 

Stoppard‘s Arcadia set for Clrcult stage
Tom Stoppard‘s most brilliant comedy,Arcadia, is set forthe stage of Circuit Playhouse now through Aug. 1.Travel in time, back and forth, between the early 19thcentury and the present at the elegant English estate of theCoverly family. The present—day portion features two com—peting scholars attempting to research what happened atthe estate in 1809, including trying to piece together detailsof a scandal involving Lord Byron.This brilliant play, which won the New York Drama Crit—ics Circle Award for Best Play and England‘s Olivier Award,explores, among other things, the disruptive influence of

sex on our orbits in life.The critics greeted this play ecstatically, "...the best Broad—way play for many, many a season ... shot through with fun,passion and, yes, genius."The New York Post. "Stoppard‘srichest, most ravishing comedy to date, a play of wit, intel—lect, language, brio ... The playwright is a daredevil pilotwho‘s steady at the controls."The New York Times.Showtimes for Arcadia are Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m.and Sunday at 2 p.m. Pay What You Can Night will beThursday, July 8, at 8 p.m. For more information, call the |Circuit Playhouse Box Office at (901) 726—4656. 
Tucker Continued from page 7
tus) already knew my status from Sex Life in L.A. (a docu—mentary film). It was common knowledge in the industry.The fact that I am HIV positive was in the review (in Vari—ety) and reported on by Tim Evansen. Unzipped and otherplaces knew it, but chose not to print it."Once his HIV status had become public knowledge,Tucker waited to see if the adult film industry would boy—cott him. He didn‘t have to wait long for his answer."TI was cast as a regular actor," Tucker, a native of Boston,told Family & Friends. "Now I‘ve broken the barrier andforced the issue. The notoriety has given me the power anda voice. I‘ve got a mission to raise money for AIDS and totalk about three issues. First, that men over 40 are still sexualbeings. We are not aging like our parents did and we are notpassing the baton (to a younger generation) likeour parentsdid. Secondly, I feel like I‘m a pos1t1ve role model for those
who are HIV—positive; the message is stop sitting at home
and get out of the house. Third, that you can be drug—free
and sober. I have been drug—free and sober for 17 years.

"Once you become a gay sexual icon, you‘ve got a re—
sponsibility to make it hot and safe," Tucker continued to
tell Family & Friends. "I‘m totally against faking things on
screen. For example, I‘m against fake shots in the mouth
because, while we know they are fake, the guy sitting athome
in Iowa, whose only gay outlet are the videos, might think
it‘s real and that it‘s safe. I‘m completely in favor of safe sex."

In addition, Tucker told Clark, "We have a social respon—
sibility as performers and our social responsibility super—
sedes our personal activities and desires. Once the director
says, "Action!‘ we have a social responsibility and a con—
science. Truth is truth. And if I can do some good by saying
some things and making people feel better, or breaking
some barriers, so be it!"

In addition to winning 1999 GayVN awards as Performer

of the Year and Best Supporting Actor, Tucker also received
a Probe "Men in Video" award for Best Top. Some of his
movies include Best ofCole Tucker, Fallen Angel, Logan‘s Jour—
ney and Grease Guns 2. His movies due for release this month
are Marine Father ... Navy Son and 3 Degrees of Humiliation.

Tucker‘s favorite way to spend his "off time" is at the gym.
"I work out a lot," he said. "Six days a week, three days

on and one day off. I do cardio about four times a week
and I try to eat really well. I am in the best shape I have
ever been in in my life. It feels great."

Tucker also likes to travel.
"I have been to Europe at least four times. Paris is my

favorite city," he added also noting he likes to ski. "It (ski—
ing) is wonderful physical exercise and a great place to get
in touch with your spiritual side."

In addition toloving great food, great movies, wonder—
ful singers and chocolate "big time," Tucker also loves ani—
mals and all living things.

"I have had two dogs, Charlie and Chan, who were the
great two animal loves of my life. I swear they were gay. I
don‘t know where they picked that up from?," Tucker said.
"Charlie, the top, was fearless and brave, smart and gentle.
Chan was pure love, sweet and innocent. I miss them both
very much. Now I have two cats, Jezabel and Scarlet. I love
these cats very much, though I must say that I am more of
a rough and tumble dog kind of guy."

So, what kind of guys does Tucker like?
"I like very many different types of men," he began. "I

tend toward older, masculine guys with lots of hair, but I
don‘t rule anyone out. The most important thing a guy can
have to attract me is his mind and his very nasty sexual
side. If a guy can connect with me in his mind I will go
anywhere to share pleasure with him. I have no hangups
about topping or bottoming. I think you go to bed to give .
and get pleasure with another man."

Tucker‘s next scheduled public appearance will be in
Tampa, Fla., on July 4 for the city‘s Gay Pride events. For
more on Tucker, see his website at http://www.Cole—
Tucker.com.
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BARS

Amnesia

2866 Poplar Ave

(901) 454—1366

Closed Mon—Wed

Thur.—Sun. 8 p.m. to 3 a.m.

K.A. Karma

394 N. Watkins

(901) 276—5566

Mon.—Fri. 11 a.m. till 2 a.m.

Sat. & Sun. 4 p.m. till 2 a.m.

Madison Flame

1588 Madison

(901) 278—9839

Mon.—Thur. 5 p.m. till 2 a.m.

Fri & Sat 5 p.m. till 3a.m.

Sun. 4 p.m. till 2 a.m.

Pipeline Memphis

1382 Poplar

(901) 726—5263

2 p.m.—3a.m., 7 days a week

Crossroads

1278 Jefferson

(901) 276—8078

Noon till 3 a.m. 7 days a

week

The Jungle

1474 Madison

(901) 278—4313

3 p.m. till 3 a.m. 7 days a

week.

Backstreet

2018 Court Street

(901) 276—5522

Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Sun.,

8 p.m. to 3 a.m.

Fri. & Sat., 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. —

501 Club

111 North Claybrook

(901) 274—8655

Noon till 3 a.m. 7 days a

week

One More

2117 Peabody

(901) 278—MORE

7 a.m. to 3 am. 7 days a week

Chaos

60 South Front Street

(901) 578—VIBE

Mon. 10:30 p.m. till 2 a.m.

Sat. 11 p.m. till 6 a.m.

Sun. 11 p.m. till 2:30 a.m.

N—Cognito

338 S. Front @ Vance

(901) 523—0599

Thur. & Fri. 10 p.m.—3:30 a.m.

Sat. 10 p.m.—5 a.m.

Sun. 4 p.m.—midnight

The Other Side Club

3883 Hwy 45 N

Jackson TN

(901) 668—3749

Sun. — Thur. 5 p.m. till mid—

night

Fri. 5 p.m. till 3 a.m.

and Sat. 7 p.m. till 3 a. m.

J—Wag‘s

1268 Madison

(901) 725—1909

Open 24 hrs, 7 days a week

Lorenz

1528 Madison

(901) 274—8272

Mon.—Sat. 11 a.m. till 3 a.m.,

Sun. 9:30 a.m. till 3 a.m.

SOCIAL cLUORS

Memphis Area Gay Youth

(M.A.G.Y.)

P O Box 241852 Memphis

TN 38124

(901) 335—6249

W b s 4. tove

w ww.geocities.com /

westhollywood/1772/

Peer support group for 17—

to 21—year—olds dealing with

gay and gender issues.

Integrity Memphis

Meets at Calvary Episcopal

Church

102 North Second Street

Memphis, TN 38103

(901) 525—6602

Christian community and

fellowship for the lesbian

& gay community in the

Episcopal Church. Meets

3rd Tues of Every Month

at 6:30 p.m.

Cotton Pickin‘ Squares—

Memphis

(901) 387—1567

Meets Thursday Nights, 7:30

p.m., at Prescott Memorial

Baptist Church

Walker & Mynders (Near

University of Memphis)

Square dancing social group.

Memphis Bears

P O Box 11094 Memphis TN

38111—1094

(901) 756—1073

Meets the 2nd Sat of every

month,10:00 p.m., at the

Pipeline, 1382 Poplar Ave.

Men only.

E—Mail: Fuzthing@aol.com

 

Tsarus Memphis

Levi—Leather club meets the

3rd Saturday of every

month, 10 p.m., at Pipeline,

1382 Poplar Ave. Men only.

Parents Family and Friends

of Lesbians and Gays

(PEL.A.G.)

(901) 761—1444

Support meetings for par—

ents, family & friends

Webpage: http:/ /

www.starbase21.com /

pflagmemphis/

E—Mail:

amdrake@mem.po.com

U of M Students for Bi—

sexual Gay and Lesbian

Awareness (B.G.A.L.A.)

Webpage: http:/ /

www.people.memphis.edu/

~bgala/

BGALA is open to anyone

including students, faculty,

staff of The University of

Memphis.

Black and White Men To—

gether Memphis, Inc.

(BWMT)

PO Box 42157 Memphis, IN

38174—2157 e (901) 276—0168

A gay multicultural educa—

tional, social and political

organization.

Bluff City Sports Association

PO Box 41803 Memphis, IN

38174—1803

(901) 682—9928

Organizes gay sports

leagues including softball

and volleyball.
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1. _Amnesia

2866 Poplar Avenue

(901) 454—1366

2, Backstreet

2018 Court Street

(901) 276—5522

O. Lorenz

1528 Madison Avenue

(901) 274—8272

4. Crossroads

{ 1278 Jefferson

(901) 276—8078

*. The Jungle

1474 Madison Avenue

(901) 278—4313

6. _501 Club

111 North Claybrook

(901) 274—8655

7. _J—Wags

1268 Madison Avenue

(901) 725—1909

8. Madison Flame

1588 Madison Avenue

(901) 278—9839

9, One More

2117 Peabody Avenue

Maps not to

scale, not all

streets shown

Mae GAuipe

10. Pipeline

1382 Poplar Avenue

(901) 726—5263
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Chaos

60 South Front Street

(901) 578—VIBE
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N—Cognito

338 S. Front @Vance

(901) 523—0599

K.A. Karma

394 N. Watkins

(901) 276—5566
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North Willett
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McLean

(901) 278—MORE
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Cancer (June 22—July 23) — The sun‘s movement into
your sign denotes change and a time for optimistic think—
ing. Having the proper attitude is essential in success, and
your hopes may soon be fulfilled.

Leo (July 24—Aug. 23) — If you‘re thinking of new op—
portunities, now is the time for positive thinking. The next
12 months will bring great changes career—wise, even per—
haps going into business for yourself.

Virgo (Aug. 24—Sep. 23) — Now is the time to ex—
plore new money—making ideas. Opportunities for
teaching, learning and travel may present themselves
as Jupiter moves. f

Libra (Sep. 24—Oct. 23) — Thanks to the Sun, you could
stand to benefit career—wise this month. Business partner—
ships, as well as obtaining of resources is likely. Remem—
ber, if you‘re looking for romance, start with yourself.

Scorpio (Oct. 24—Nov. 22) — Success may be around the
corner thanks to the help of a woman. Optimism is the fo—
cus this month. With Jupiter‘s recent movement, a relation—
ship is likely.

Sagittarius (Nov. 23—Dec. 21) — If you have a talent
you are not using, now might be the time to consider
letting it surface. A new business opportunity is pos—
sible now.

Capricorn (Dec. 22—Jan. 20) — Now is a great time to
pursue a meaningful relationship, whether it be romantic
or business—related. Whatever you want is obtainable,

   

 

CELEBRITY QUOTE

whetherit is money or love, but remember, you must take.
the initiative and make the first move.

Aquarius (Jan. 21—Feb. 19) — If you‘ve got special tal—
ents, make them known now, because you could stand to
be rewarded for them. Special home ties are highlighted
this month. If you‘re involved in a relationshi , take note
to spend time "tending"it.

Pisces (Feb. 20—March 20) — This is your lucky month.
The sun‘s new position sheds some light on romance. Make
sure you frequent places where the people are. You also
might get advanced training.

Aries (March 21—April 20) — Personal and business re—
lationships will now take on a special meaning. Because of
Jupiter‘s movement, you could find yourself with a needed
pay raise during the next year.

Taurus (April 21—May 21) — Your future is about to get
even brighter. It‘s possible your social calendar will change
for the better, but only if you make the first move. Health
also is focused.

Gemini (May 22—June 21) — Now is the time to learn
more about the spiritual dimensions of your life. Also, it is
a time for new relationships for romantic eligibles. Those
with special talents will be recognized and some will even
be greatly rewarded.

 
Editor‘s Note: Horoscopes are meant for entertainment

purposes only and arefor the month ofJuly.

  
 

"Insome respects the world is just
as bigoted as it ever was. I can
understand people not wanting to
reveal their sexual status. I under—
stand it, but I don‘t condone it —
because there is no revolution
without suffering."

— Boy George in an interview for
Pride 99, the official magazine for
San Francisco Pride.
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GATEWAY TRAVEL
IN OVERTON SQUARE

Your Gateway to Gay and Lesbian Travel     

  

International Gay & Lesbian Travel Association

#27." IGLTA
  

 

 

    

B JULY 16 — 18 International Ms. Leather in Athens, GA
JULY 25 Dore Alley Leather Fair — San Francisco‘s

o edgier, more—out—thereleather festival

AUGUST 19 — Provincetown Carnival — the biggest
a 26 . weekend in the Provincetown summer

K AUGUST 20 — Mountain Splash — sports, parties, & fun in
22 Asheville, NC

SEPTEMBER Southern Decadence — New Orleans, LA
1 — 6

N SEPTEMBER Folsom Street Fair — the mother of all
o 26 leather street fairs

w PLUS A VARIETY OF GAY & LESBIAN FRIENDLY
TOURS, CRUISES, HOTELS, AND OTHER GREAT

VACATION PACKAGES.

Gateway Travel _
2090 Overton Square Lane
Memphis, Tennessee 38104

(901) 276—3388
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