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Recently we decided to see a movie and as we were leaving
the movie theater we realized that once again, the GLBT com—
munity had been used as a means to a financial end.
In deciding which movie to see, as there is a whole host of
great—sounding storylines out there right now, we chose a movie
based entirely on two facts: one, it had been advertised in all
the national GLBT magazines, Out, The Advocate, Curve and Girl—
friends, and two, folks from the agency marketing the film had
actually called at least one local Memphis GLBT bar in an effort
to get the bar to hold a party in honor of the film‘s opening.
With all this attention directed towards the GLBT commu—
nity, we felt certain that somewhere, somehow Legally Blonde
must involve GLBT people.
In all fairness, it did. There were four, possible more, charac—
ters that were definitely out of their respective closets, how—
ever, none of them were main characters.
Sure, it was nice that the film‘s marketing folks spent some
money in the national GLBT community to advertise the film,
but don‘t believe for a second that they didn‘t have an ulterior
motive or that they weren‘t expecting to receive financial re—
turns on their investment.

GEt FAMILY & Frirnps
To Your DooRrsTEP
Every MontHx ror $16"
Subscribe to Family &
Friends, the Mid—South‘s
only GLBT Magazine, and
meet interesting people, find
out where to dine and keep up
with all the exciting
entertainment events in the
Mid—South GLBT community!
[__] yES! 1 want to subscribe to Family & Friends
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Phone: (

Zip:
)

Return this coupon with a check or money order to:
P.O. Box 771948, Memphis, TN 38177—1948

€
..:
N
eee
Ramsunes rrom ths Eorroriac Stare
The whole purpose of advertising is to make money, in this
case to get lots of folks out to see the film, thus boosting their
box office profits.
Let us preface this next point by saying that the film isn‘t bad,
in fact, it‘s actually pretty good, but we don‘t like leaving any
movie theater after seeing any film feeling like we‘ve just been
had. And that‘s exactly how we felt after seeing Legally Blonde.
Here‘s why. We spent our hard—earned money to see the film,
expecting, although now we realize naively, to see a story that
somehow involved one or more GLBT persons.
While Legally Blonde most certainly did have four, count ‘em
four, GLBT persons, theywere definitely stereotypical, and three
of them were basically insignificant.
There was the dyke lesbian law student who was so far into
feminism that she actually tried to make a case for changing the
word "semesters" to "ovasters" because, as she said, "semesters"
was a word created bymen and based on the masculine "semen."
There was the flamboyant, limp—wristed male hairdresser who
is on screen a total of three seconds, if you count 1—100 real slow,
and then there were the Latino gay male who wasn‘t actually
out of the closet and his lover, who in other words could be con—
sidered a drama queen afterhe screams, "You, bitch!" athis lover,
who under oath, declares he isn‘t gay. By the way, the "lover" is
on camera about the same amount oftime as the fairyhairdresser.
Our point is this ... there have been many letters to the edi—
tor, as well as many editorial and opinion pieces written on
Showtime‘s "QueerAs Folk" regarding how the GLBT persons
the show depicts aren‘t representative of the GLBT community.
Well, dear readers, Legally Blonde goes "QueerAs Folk" one
better. Not only do its GLBTcharacters NOT depict our com—
munity realistically, but it almost seems to be mocking us —
making fun of the only stereotypical GLBT persons its writers
apparently know.
Oh, and by the way, when the marketmg agency for Legally

POINT

iBlonde called one of our local bars, what the agency wanted
was for the bar to close its doors to the general public for one
night. The only people to be admitted to the Legally Blonde party
were those willing to don a blonde wig. That may sound like
fun to a lot of you, but, when the owners of the bar questioned
the agency regarding reimbursement or anykind of financial
support for throwing the party, the bar owners were told there
would be none. The party would not only be thrown and ad—
vertised locally at the bar owners‘ expense, but the agency de—
_ manded to approve everything the bar intended to do for the
event;including OKing the advertising, even though the agency
wasn‘t paying for it.
You tell us ... spend GLBT money to support, publicize and
attend this ﬁlm only to watch ourselves portrayed in a nega—
tive light? We think NOT. Perhaps Planet of the Apes would be a
better choice when selecting a movie — at least there are no gay
or lesbian primates on the planet to provide comic relief.
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Memphis Police officer is breaking down walls

has an infamous chalkboard where all the good gossip is al—
ways written." And Hill has had his name written there as well,
once about a press article that called him the "gay cop." And he
MANAEGINE EDiTOR.
laughed with them, because they were not laughing at him.
Hill, who has two children from a previous marriage, lives
The Memphis Police Department and the Memphis gay, les—
with his partner of eight years. Prior to his enrollment in the
bian, bisexual and transgender community no doubt has an
police academy, Hill owned and operated a restaurant in
estranged relationship. Prejudice, rumors, intimidation and fears
are some of the factors that have built a wall between the two
Collierville for almost two years.
"It was a great learning experience," Hill said of his entre—
community groups. However, with a foot in both camps, one
preneurship. "But I needed to go back to work; law enforce—
man, in particular, is attempting to take down that wall, one
ment has always interested me. (I felt)
brick at a time. That man‘s name
it would be a different experience."
is Officer Charles Hill.
However, Hill did note that the acad—
Officer Charles Hill, 39, has
emy wasn‘t exactly what he expected.
been with the Memphis Police
"The police academy is a different
Department for four years now.
experience," he said. "It is like boot
Stationed at the West Precinct, lo—
camp and very rigorous. The acad—
cated on Union Avenue in Mid—
|...f
emy was a surprise to me; but work
town, Hill began his duties with
(at the precinct) wasn‘t."
the MPD as a patrolman and now
Donning a bright yellow shirt and
is a bike patrol officer. Hill is "a
dark pants, often referred to as the
police officer who happens to be
"bumble—bee uniform," Hill patrols
gay," as he put it when hesatdown
the Midtown area. Sometimes you
to talk with Family & Friends. He
can spot him riding in front of the
prefers that to being called a "gay
businesses in Overton Square and
cop" or a "gay police officer."
other times you might see him talk—
"A gay police officer infers an
ing to folks as he makes his way
agenda," Hill explained. Although
through the residential areas. Hill had
Hill is not the only police officer
his eye on a bike patrol officer posi—
that identifies as homosexual on
_tion even back in the police academy.
the force, he is one of the few who
"The thing I like most is it is al—
is "out" to the department.
ways something different and I‘m not
"I‘ve been out most of the
stuckin an office," Hill said explain—
time (I‘ve been part of the MPD);
ing his appreciation for his job. "Be—
it took a little while for everyone
ing a bike officer is so much nicer."
to (figure it out)," Hill explained.
Bike officers operate on "self—ini—
"(Being gay) pushes me into
_ tiated activity." They do not respond
the spotlight as an official repre—
‘to dispatched calls as do the patrol
sentative of the Memphis Police
officers in cars. This method of opera—
Department and the West Pre—
tion, as well asthe, bike itself, allow
cinet," Hill said. "It is significant
for unique opportunities.
that they would put me in the
"It gives us the opportunity to get to
spotlight being gay. I was very
know the people and it makes us more
pleased when that came about.
assessable," Hill said. "There is less of a
"I‘ve never been heckled at
barrier between us and the citizen.
work," Hill said commenting on a
"We get tips from people that
common GLBT stereotype. "It ir
Memphis Police fficer Charles Hil I
wouldn‘t usually talk to a police of—
ritates me that (people) think that."
ficer," he added. "(And) the bike lets us sneak up and catch
Hill went on to explain that teasing is part of being on the force.
"Cops love to make fun of other cops," Hill said letting us in persons engaged in illegal activity."
RY ANITA Mod4T

on the inside of the "brotherhood." "(Any) rumors are about
the officers who are closeted gays, not openly gay. The precinct

See Charles Hill, page 7
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Recently, Hill was assigned to patrol the Overton Square area
and parking lots. There had been a rash of car break—ins and the
management of The Blue Monkey and Molly‘s La Casita Res—
taurant requested more coverage of the area from the MPD. It
seems, as often is the case, the presence alone of a police officer
made a huge difference. The car break—ins dropped immedi—
ately.
And what about the presence of police officers at Midtown bars?
"We have the right to go into any bar that serves alcohol at
any time to card (or check for identifications, also known as a
‘walk through‘). All the bars have been very cooperative," he
said referring to the GLBT bars in Memphis. "(However,) we
need more (walk—throughs)."
Many bar owners are careful to check identification of those en—
tering their establishment to verify age, since one must be 21 years
old to purchase alcoholic drinks. However, if a MPD officer does
card an individual and suspects he/she is younger than their iden—
tification indicates, the officer can do his/her own verification.
"IDs can be checked with the MPD," Hill said explaining
the MPD‘s procedure. "All Tennessee drivers licenses are on
the system. If the information (such as date of birth or race) on
the ID is different from what is in the system or doesn‘t exist in
the system, then the individual can be arrested for having an
altered or fake Tennessee drivers license."
"PST officers, who are in training as police officers and are
18 to 21 years old, often are used in sting operations, entering
convenience stores and bars to see if they will be sold beer,"
Hill said explaining another procedure of the MPD. If the es—
tablishment does sell beer to the underage undercover officer,
the business can be fined and have their beer license suspended.
However, as far as bars go, the GLBT community is not as
notorious as the straight community for keeping the MPD busy.
"Backstreet looks like Bellevue compared to (the establishment
formerly known as the) 616 Club parking lot ... We have more
complaints (at that location)" Hill said. "They have much worse
problems; every weekend there is a fight ... (Sometimes) they
close down the streets and (sometimes) there are gun shots."
Recently responding to complaints from residents in the
Cooper—Young area about illegal drug use, the MPD assigned
Hill to patrol certain streets in the area, watching and talking to
folks, with the idea that the presence of a police officer does
detour drug sales.
Another area where the bike officers are visible is Overton Park.
"Bikes are useful to deal with sexual activities," Hill ex—
plained, broaching the often talked about subject of sex in the
parks. "Public sex means just that, sex in public," he said ex—
plaining about the law. "Or, being in a public place and asking
someone for sex. That doesn‘t include bars. But to ask someone
to go for a cup of coffee is not illegal."
Hill stressed that he didn‘t want to run people out of the park.
"I am not against using the park as a place to meet," he com—
mented, shining a new light on the subject. "Just no sex in the
park " Another problem that police officers deal with in Overton
Park is cruising.
"Cruising blocks turn lanes to the parking lots," he explained.
from

"We need to keep the streets clear for emergency vehicles. If
you or your friend was hurt, I‘d hate to have to tell you there
will be a 30—minute wait to get an ambulance to them because
of the traffic tie up due to the cars blocking the roads.
"Take up the whole park and have a great time," he said
encouraging the GLBT community to use the park. "We (the
MPD) are not against gay or lesbian couples holding hands. I‘d
love to see more people doing it. It is not against the law."
Hill, just recently certified as a bikeinstructor, will be one of
two instructors training future bike officers for the city.
"Further grants are being sought to put more bike officers
on the streets," Hill explained. "It costs about $2,000 for bicycle,
equ1pment and uniform."
By the way, there are undercover officers on blcycles, as well.
Well aware of the estranged relationship between the GLBT
community and the MPD, Hill is adamant about improving
that relationship.
"I think (the wall) is coming down," Hill said. "Major Steve
Cole (second in command at the West Precinct) was very ame—
nable when I and Len (Piechowski, representing the Memphis
Lesbian and Gay Coalition for Justice) asked for an informal
task force to examine the GLBT and MPD (relationship). MPD
wanted to reach out and improve relations and create a con—
tinuing relationship."
Several months ago, the MLGC] ran ads in Family & Friends
and The Triangle Journal News asking any individuals who felt
they had been entrapped or treated unjustly by the MPD to
contact MLGCJ.
"No one ever came forward or called in response to the ad,"
Hill said indicating that the MPD was and is more than willing to
investigate any such allegations. "I am concerned about any form
of entrapment. We can do our job without entrapment and lying.
"It is unfortunate that the gay community (as a whole) gets
linked to what happens at Overton Park and Oak Court Mall,"
Hill said commenting about recent arrests for public sex. "I am
uncomfortable with being linked to it (public sex). It is a mar—
ginal group (that engages in this activity) and (gives a) nega—
tive stereotype. We need to reduce media focus (on it).
"(We need to) put a more positive image on GLBT people,
be it a doctor or a police officer," Hill said expressing his con—
cern for individuals who are gay to not be afraid to come out
and thus be a positive role model, such as Hill himself has done.
"Being out validates positive images and stereotypes," Hill
explained. "Positive role models let younger ones know it is
OK. It would have helped me so much. (They need to see) nor—
mal people, out and open."
Hill is likewise interested in other situations, such as domestic
violence where GLBT individuals feel they were not justly
treated or taken seriously by the MPD.
‘Major Steve Cole and myself feel very strongly about that," Hill
said. "Contact us personally with any problems with the MPD."
However, Hill is quite aware that the MPD is not without fault.
"I‘m not saying there won‘t be any problems with the MPD,
but it won‘t get better if we just gossip," he cautioned. "We have
to take the one incident and report it ... Going back into the
community and spreading rumors (only) sullies the relation—
ship ... The MPD and the city take it seriously, therefore, we
See Charles Hill, page 38
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peroneyear.
cinder block. The newlypainted wall will
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thatpresentlyhave artwork up on the wall fromthe
1998fundraiser,anotherdonationcankeepthemasterpieceintact.
Those wishing to purchase a space on the wall or retain art
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ofLife,oneLovingArms
of the threeorMAGY.
benefactors of this fundraiser: Friends For
Painting will take place during and after7. Severallocalartists
a three—day party
onFriday,SaturdayandSunday,Oct.5to
have
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theirto help
time individuals
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able
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the
party
needed.
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not
to
mention
a
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time.
And
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vidualname
printedof aoncommunity
theback oftheT—Shirts.
"This is more
effort, not just a One More
See One More Wall, page40

paint wall for 3

_ One More Bar and Grill, located at 2117 Peabody, will re—
paint its outside wall again.
Three years ago, Trent Gatewood, Jo Neeson and Kelly
Pilkington came up with an idea to raise funds for Friends For
Life and Loving Arms. By selling space on the exterior wall, busi—
nesses and individuals painted their original artwork or logo
there; $4,000 was raised that year for the two organizations.
One More owners Tom Rowe and Gatewood have decided
to do it once again and offer up the wall as a fund—raiser for
three organizations this time: Friends For Life, Loving Arms
and Memphis Area Gay Youth (MAGY).
Friends For Life is a long—time Memphis organization dedi—
cated to the fight against HIV/AIDS and Loving Arms, like—
wise, helps out with the social services required by women and
children infected and affected by HIV / AIDS.
"The reason MAGY is so important to me is because when I
was 19 I lost my boyfriend to suicide," Gatewood said explain—
ing the reason for adding this gay and lesbian youth support
group. "I think if he had had an organization like MAGY, (so he
could) be among his peers and have someone to talk to, he
would still be around."
Corporations and businesses can purchase a three—by—three
cinder block section for $250. Individuals can purchase space at

Memphis‘ HOTTEST New Dance Bar ...

_... do something
... Opening in October!

Managed by Best Buds L.L.C,.

|
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Tablets and Oral Powder
Information for Patients
about VIRACEPT® (Vi—ra—copt)
Generic Name: nelfinavir (nel—FIN—na—veer) mesylate
For the Treatment of Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Infection
Please read this information carefully before taking VIRACEPT. Also, please
read this leaflet each time you renew the prescription, just in case anything
has changed. This is a summary and not a replacement for a careful
discussion with your doctor. You and your doctor should discuss VIRACEPT
when you start taking this medication and at regular checkups. You should
remain under a doctor‘s care when taking VIRACEPT and should not change
or stop treatment without first talking with your doctor.
Alert: Find out about medicines that should NOT be taken with
VIRACEPT. Please also read the section "MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT
TAKE WITH VIRACEPT.
WHAT IS VIRACEPT AND HOW DOES IT WORK?
VIRACEPT is used in combination with otherantiretroviral drugs in the
treatment of people with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection.
Infection with HIV leads to the destruction of CD4 T cells, which are important
to the immune system. After a large number of CD4 cells have been
destroyed, the infected person develops acquired immune deficiency
syndrome(AIDS).
VIRACEPT works by blocking HIV protease (a protein—cutting enzyme), which
is required for HIV to multiply. VIRACEPT has been shown to significantly
reduce the amount of HIV in the blood. Although VIRACEPT is not a cure
for HIV orAIDS, VIRACEPT can help reduce your risk for death and illness
associated with HIV. Patients who took VIRACEPT also had significant
increases in the numberof CD4 cell count.
wmcmmmud betaken together with other antiretroviral drugs such
as Retrovir® (Zi
AZT), Epivir®
(lamivudine, 3TC), or Zerit®
d47). Taking VIRACEPT in combination with other antiretroviral drugs
reduces the amount of HIV in the body (viral load) and raises CD4 counts.
VIRACEPT may be taken byadults, adolescents, and children 2 years of age
or older. Studies in infants younger than 2 years of age are now taking place.
DOES VIRACEPT CURE HIV OR AIDS?
VIRACEPT is not a cure for HIV infection or AIDS. People taking VIRACEPT may
still develop opportunistic infectionsor other conditions associated with HIV
infection. Someof these conditions are pneumonia, herpesvirus infections,
Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infections, and Kaposi‘s sarcoma.
There is no proof that VIRACEPT can reduce the risk of transmitting HIV to
others through sexualcontact or blood contamination.
WHO SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT TAKE VIRACEPT?
Together with your doctor, you need to decide whether URACEPT is appropriate
for you. In making your decision, thefollowing should be considered:
Allergies: If you have had a serious allergic reaction to VIRACEPT, you
must not take VIRACEPT. You should also inform your doctor, nurse, or
pharmacist of any known allergies to substances such as other medicines,
foods, preservatives, or dyes.
If you are pregnant: The effects of VIRACEPT on pregnant women or their
unborn babies are not known. If you are pregnant or plan to become
pregnant, you should tell your doctor before taking VIRACEPT.
If you are breast—feeding: You should discuss with your doctor the best way
to feed your baby. You should be aware that if your baby does not already
have HIV, there is a chance that it can be transmitted through breast—feeding.
Women should not breast—feed if they have HIV.
Children: VIRACEPT is available for the treatment of children 2 through 13
years of agewith HIV. There is a powder form of URACEPT that can be mixed
with milk, baby formula, or foods like pudding. Instructions on how to take
VIRACEPT powder can be found in a later section that discusses how
VIRACEPT Oral Powder should beprepared.
If you have liver disease: VIRACEPT has not been studied in people with
liver disease.If you have liver disease, you should tell your doctor before
taking VIRACEPT.
Other medicalproblems: Certain medical problems may affect the use
of VIRACEPT. Some people taking protease inhibitors have developed new
or more serious diabetes or high blood sugar. Some people with hemophilia
have had increased bleeding. It is not known whether theprotease inhibitors
caused these problems. Be sure to tell yourdoctor if you have hemophilia
types A and B, diabetes mellitus, or an increase in thirst and/or frequent
urination.
Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking protease
inhibitors. These changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper
back and neck ("buffalo hump"), breast, and around the trunk. Loss of fat
from theface, legs and arms may also happen. The cause and long—term
health effects of these conditions are not known at this time.
CAN VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER MEDICATIONS?
VIRACEPT may interact with other drugs, including those you take without
a prescription. You must discuss with yourdoctor any drugs that you are
taking or are planning to take before you take VIRACEPT.
Medicines you should not take with VIRACEPT:
Propulsid® (cisapride, for heartburn)
Cordarone® (amiodarone, for irregular heartbeat)

Quinldlne r irregular heartbeat), also known as Quinaglute®,
Cardioquin Ouﬁdex® and others
*
Ergot derivatives (Cafergot® and others, for migraine headache)
Halcion® (triazolam)
Versed® (midazolam)
Mevacor® (lovastatin, for cholesterol lowering)
Zocor® (simvastatin, for cholesterol lowering)

Taking the above drugs with VIRACEPT may cause serious and/or life~
threatening adverse events.
Rifampin® (for tuberculosis) also known as Rimactane®, Rifadin®,
Rifater®, or Rifamate®
This drug reduces blood levels of VIRACEPT.
Dose reduction required if you take VIRACEPT with: Mycobutin®
(rifabutin, for MAC); you will need to take a lower dose of Mycobutin.
A change of therapy should be considered if you are taking
VIRACEPT with:
f
Phenobarbital
Phenytoin (Dilantin® and others)
Carbamazepine (Tegreto!® and others)
These agents may reduce the amount of VIRACEPT in your blood and
make it less effective.
Oral contraceptives ("the pill")
If you are taking the pill to preventpregnancy, you should use a different
type of contraception since VIRACEPT may reduce theeffectiveness of
oral contraceptives.
Special considerations
Before you take Viagra® (sildenafil) with VIRACEPT, talk to your doctor
about possible drug interactions and side effects. If you take Viagra and
VIRACEPT together, you may be at increased risk of side effects of Viagra
such as low blood pressure, visual changes, andpenile erection lasting
more than 4 hours. If an erection lasts longerthan 4 hours, you should
seek immediate medical assistance to avoid permanent damage to your
penis. Your doctor can explain these symptomsto you.
It is not recommended to take VIRACEPT with the cholesterol—lowering
drugs Mevacor® (lovastatin) or Zocor® (simvastatin) because of possible
drug interactions. There is also an increased risk of drug interactions
between VIRACEPT and Lipitor® (atorvastatin) and Baycol® (cerivastatin;
talk to your doctor before you take either of these cholesterol reducing
drugs with VIRACEPT.
Taking St. John‘s wort (hypericum perforatum), an herbal product sold as
a dietary supplement, or products containing St. John‘s wort with VIRACEPT
is not recommended. Talk with your doctor if you are taking or are planning
to take St. John‘s wort: Taking St. John‘s wort may decrease VIRACEPT levels
and lead to increased viral load and possible resistance to VIRACEPT or
cross resistance to otherantiretroviral drugs.
HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER ANTI—HIV DRUGS?
Taking VIRACEPT together with other anti—HIV drugs increases their ability
to fight the virus. ft also reduces the opportunity for resistant viruses to grow.
Based on your history of taking other anti—HIV medicine, your doctor will
direct you on how to take VIRACEPT and other anti—HIV medicines. These
drugs should betaken in a certain order or at specific times. This will
depend on how many times a day each medicine should be taken. It will
also depend on whetherit should be taken with or without food.
Nucleoside analogues: No drug interaction problems were seen when
VIRACEPT was given with:
Retrovir (zidovudine, AZT)
Epivir (lamivudine, 3TC)
Zerit (stavudine, d4T)
Videx® (didanosine, ddl) —
If you are taking both Videx (ddl) and VIRACEPT:
Videx should be taken without food,.on an empty stomach. Therefore, you
should take VIRACEPT with food one hour after or more than two hours
before you take Videx.
Nonnucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors
When VIRACEPT is taken together with:
Viramune® (nevirapine)
The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood is unchanged. A dose adjustment
is not needed when VIRACEPT is used with Viramune.
Sustiva‘" (efavirenz)
The amount of URACEPT in your blood may be increased. A dose adjustment
is not needed when VIRACEPT is used with Sustiva.
Other NNRTIs «
VIRACEPT has not beenstudied with other NNRTis.
Other protease inhibitors:
When VIRACEPT is taken together with:
Crixivan® (indinavir)
j
The amount of both drugs in your blood may be increased. Currently, there
are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.
Norvir®" (ritonavir)
The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood may be increased. Currentty, there
are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.
Invirase® (saquinavir)
The amount of saquinavir in your blood may be increased. Currently, there
are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.
WHAT ARE THE SIDE EFFECTS OF VIRACEPT?
Like all medicines, VIRACEPT can cause side effects. Most of the side
effects experienced with VIRACEPT have been mild to moderate. Diarrhea
is the most common sideeffect in people taking VIRACEPT, and most
adult patients had at least mild diarrhea at some point during treatment.
In clinical studies, about 15—20% of patients receiving VIRACEPT 750 mg
(three tablets) three timesdaily or 1250 mg (five tablets) two times daily
had four or more loose stools a day. In most cases, diarrhea can be controlled
using antidiarrheal medicines, suchas Imodium® A—D (loperamide) and
others, which are available without a preseription.
Other side effects that occurred in 2% or more of patients recelvmg
VIRACEPT include nausea, gas and rash.
There were other side effects noted in clinical studies that occurred in
less than 2% of patients receiving VIRACEPT. However, these sideeffects
may have been due to other drugs that patients were taking or to the
iliness itself. Except for diarrhea, there were not manydifferences in side
effects in patients whotook VIRACEPT along with other drugs compared
with those who took only the other drugs. For a complete list of side
effects, ask your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist.
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HOW SHOULD I TAKE VIRACEPT?
VIRACEPT is available only with your doctor‘s prescription. Your doctor may
prescribe the light blue VIRACEPT Tablets either as 1250 mg (five tablets)
taken two times a day or as 750 mg (three tablets) taken three times a day.
VIRACEPT should always be taken with a meal or a lightsnack. VIRACEPT
tablets are film—coated to help make the tablets easier to swallow.
Take VIRACEPT exactly as directed by your doctor. Do not increase or
decrease any dose or the numberof doses per day. Also, take this medicine
for the exact period of time that your doctor has instructed. Do not stop
taking VIRACEPT without first consulting with your doctor, even if
you are feeling better.
Only take medicine that has been prescribed specifically for you. Do not
give VIRACEPT to others or take medicine prescribed for someone else.
The dosing of URACEPT may be different for you than for other patients.
Follow the directions from yourdoctor, exactly as written on the label.
The amount of VIRACEPT in the blood should remain somewhat consistent
over time. Missing doses will cause the concentration of VIRACEPT to
decrease; therefore, you should not miss any doses. However, if you
miss a dose, you should take the dose as soon as possible and then take
your next scheduled dose and future doses as originally scheduled.
Dosing in adults (including children 14 years of age and older)
The recommended adult dose of VIRACEPT is 1250 mg (five tablets) taken
two times a day or 750 mg (three tablets) taken three times a day. Each
dose should be taken with a meal or light snack.
Dosing in children 2 to 13 years of age
The VIRACEPT dose in children depends on their weight. The recommended
dose is 20 to 30 mg/kg (or 9 to 14 mg/pound) per dose, taken three times
daily with a meal orlight snack. This can be administered either in tablet
form or, in children unable to take tablets, as VIRACEPT Oral Powder.
Dose instructions will be provided by the child‘s doctor. The dose will be
given three times daily using the measuring scoop provided, a measuring
teaspoon, or one or moretablets depending on the weight and age of the
child. The amount of oral powder or tablets to be given to a child is
described in the chart below.

Body Weight

Number of

Numberof

Number of
Tablets

4

12
16
=23

250.5

15

3 34

In measuring oral powder, the scoop orteaspoon should be level.
* 1 level scoop contains 50 mg of VIRACEPT. Use only the scoopprovided
with your VIRACEPT bottle.
4 1 level teaspoon contains 200 mg of VIRACEPT. Note: A measuring
teaspoon used for dispensing medication should be used for
measuring VIRACEPT Oral Powder. Ask your pharmacist to make sure you
have a medication dispensing teaspoon.
How should VIRACEPT Oral Powder be prepared?
The oral powder may be—mixed with a small amountof water, milk,
formula, soy formula, soy milk, dietary supplements, or dairy foods such
as pudding or ice cream. Once mixed, the entire amount must be taken to
obtain the full dose.
Do not mix the powder with any acidic food orJuice, such as orange or
grapefruit juice, apple juice, or apple sauce, because this may create a
itter taste. ,
Once the powderis mixed, it may be stored at room temperature or
refrigerated for up to 6 hours. Do not heat the mixed dose once it has
been prepared.
*
Do not add water to bottles of oral powder.
VIRACEPT powder is supplied with a scoopfor measuring. For help in
determining the exact dose of powder for yourchild, please ask your
doctor, nurse, or pharmacist....
VIRACEPT Oral Powder cummns aspartame, a low—calorie sweetener, and

therefore should not be taken by children with phenylketonuria (PKU).
HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE STORED?
Keep VIRACEPT and all other medicines out of the reach of children. Keep
bottle closed and store at room temperature (between 59°F and 86°F)
away from Sources of moisture such as a sink or other damp place. Heat
and moisture may reduce the effectiveness of VIRACEPT.
Do not keep medicine that is out of date—or that you no longer need. Be
sure that if you throw any medicine away, it is out of the reach of children.
Discuss all questions about your health with yourdoctor. If you have
questions about VIRACEPT or any other medication you are taking, ask
your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist. You can also call 1.888.VIRACEPT
(1.888.847.2237) toll free.
Call 1.888.VIRACEPT
VIRACEPT and Agouron are registered trademarks of Agouron
Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Copyright ©2001, Agouron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserved.
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FFL

to

open

Friends For Life Corporation (FFL) will
open the newest of its programs, the Posi—
tive Living Center (PLC), on Saturday,
Sept. 15, beginning at 10 a.m., at facilities
located at First Congregational Church,
located at 1000 Cooper Avenue.
The public is invited to take a tour of the
— facilities and meet the PLC‘s newly—ap—
pointed director, Len Piechowski, on this the
same day as the Cooper—Young Festival.
"The Positive Living Center is about
living with HIV/AIDS, not dying from
the disease," Piechowski said. "My goal
is to bring the PLC up and running by
Sept. 15, and to provide a whole host of
holistic therapies to 200 clients by Aug.
31,2002."
"The purpose of the PLC is to provide
holistic services that address the physi—
cal, emotional and spiritual needs of per—
sons living with HIV/AIDS,". said FFL
Executive Director Kim Moss.
To this end, the PLC will offer activi—
ties such as acupuncture, healing touch,
therapeutic massage, aromatherapy, mu—
sic therapy, art therapy and creative writ—
ing. The PLC also will offer yoga, exer—
cise classes, cooking classes and nutrition
information, as well as Internet access,
visual aids, films regarding living with
HIV/AIDS and an exhaustive array of

its

Positive

Living

Center

ity, we will need people to help in the re—

FriendsForlifes -

source library, to play games with partici—
pants in the Drop—In Center, to tend to the
120—gallon aquarium ... We also need fi—
Living Center

nancial support to help defray the costs
of acupuncture and other professional
services."
The PLC has received a. one—year start
up grant from the United Way of the Mid—

resource materials about HIV / AIDS in its

South, which is designated to be used to

resource library.

purchase initial equipment and provide

Also, support groups, lectures and

for the salary of one part—time assistant.

training series will be offered regarding the

Otherwise,

management of HIV/AIDS through tra—

vidual and corporate donations, both cash

the PLC will rely on indi—

ditional, as well as, alternative treatments.

and in—kind, to fund this program.

PLC‘s Drop—In Center will provide people

FFL is planning a grand opening cel—

with a safe, therapeutic and alcohol— and

ebration for the PLC the weekend of Nov.

drug—free environment in which to relax,

10, complete with a nationally—recognized

meet friends and participate in activities.

speaker, entertainment and reception. In

Addressing the spiritual needs of per—

addition, "The Faces of AIDS: A Photo

sons living with HIV / AIDS will be accom—

Documentary from the Heartland," a dy—

plished by involvement with numerous lo—

namic touring exhibit which poignantly

cal churches and communities of faith. A

reveals the realities of living with HIV/

monthly healing service will be provided

AIDS, will be on display for one week

and spiritual counseling will be available.

during the grand opening celebration.

"All of the above services will be pro—

The hours of operation for the PLC will

vided by professional volunteers from the

be Tuesdays through Saturdays, noon to

community," Moss said. "If you have ex—

8 p.m, beginning Tuesday, Sept. 18.

pertise in one of these areas, please con—

For more information, or to schedule

tact the PLC at (901) 272—0855. If you

school and/or church group tours, call

would like to volunteer in another capac—

(901) 272—0855.

Neshoba Unitarian Universalist

Church to dedlcate bulldmg

Neshoba Unitarian Universalist Church will dedicate its first
church building, which is just north of Shelby Farms, on Sun—
day, Sept. 9, at 4 p.m.
Its new 8400—square—foot multi—purpose building is located
at 7350 Raleigh—LaGrange Road at the intersection of Mullins
Station Road, between Trinity and Macon roads.
The nine—year old liberal, religious congregation moved from
its meeting space at an office park in Germantown.
"‘The design (of the building) keeps the character of the land
intact, withlots of windows giving sweeping views of the pic—
new NUUC building at 7350 RalleghLaGrange.
turesque landscape," said Glenn Moore, building committee The
chair and designer. "The building has a New England flavor a
Rev. Jean Rowe, pastor of Neshoba Unitarian Universalist
reminiscentofthe UnitarianUniversalist Church heritage, which Church,
the 150—member congregation, one of the more
has deep roots in American history and is headquartered in diverse insaid
eastern Shelby County, needed more room to grow.
Boston, Mass."
"The new building will help the church carry out its mission
Among notable Unitarian Universalists are John Adams, of loving
neighbors as ourselves," Rev. Rowe explained,
Clara Barton, OliverWendell Holmes, LouisaMayAlcott, Ralph "keeping anouropen
mind and making the world a better place ...
Waldo Emerson and Susan B. Anthony.
need space for more programs like our children‘s educa—
More than 1,000 congregations are part of The Unitarian Uni— We
programs, support groups and adult education classes."
versalistAssociation.TheUUAhasordainedgayandlesbianclergy tional
For
more information about Neshoba Unitarian Universal—
foralmosttwodecadesandforyearshasaffirmedsame—sexunions. ist Church,
call (901) 756—5433 or visit online at NeshobaUU.org.
In 1996, the UUA officially affirmed same—sex marriage.
—

RELYandfriends

We wish CAROL SMITH a swift recovery from injuries she
received when THE JUNGLE was robbed on Aug. 22.
Congratulations to HOLY TRINITY COMMUNITY
CHURCH. Its website (www.holytrinitymemphis.org) was
awarded the Rainbow Award for the month of August 2000, by
gayamerica.com.
We understand CBS is featuring a transsexual as a major
character on TV in "THE EDUCATION OF MAX BICKFORD,"
a drama that stars RICHARD DREYFUSS as a college professor
whose colleague, Steve, undergoes a sex—change operation to
become Erica (played by HELEN SHAVER).
COTTON PICKIN‘ SQUARES celebrates its 10th anniversary
this month. This award—winning GLBT square dancing club
offers great times and welcomes new members.
Times still are a—changing in our GLBT / alternative bar
industry. MEMPHIS MUDDY WATERS has been open a
couple of months at the old SUNSHINE LOUNGE location
on Lamar at Central. TAMI CASH, owner, has some great
plans underway. Presently, the bar offers beer and a full menu
and Cash is working on obtaining her liquor license. Give it
a try, for a change.
Speaking of new bars, IMPULSE is set to open its doors in
the very near future, offering yet another alternative to the Mem—
phis selection of night—time places to hang out and have fun.
The MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTER,
as well as MEMPHIS PRIDE INC. have new board of directors
in place for the 2001—2002 year. Check out pages 31 and 27, re—
spectively, to find out who‘s who.
More times than not, we find bumper stickers to be more
silly and senseless than thought—provoking and meaningful,
however, we have seen two in the past few weeks that warrant
mentioning.
The first read, "If you live your life like there is no God, you‘d
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better be right!" With a little thought, it‘s not hard to see the
message here.
The second bumper sticker, which we know was directly
aimed at those advocating pro choice and the right to abortion,
read, "It is a poverty that a child must die for one to live as they
wish." Taken only in the context of abortion rights, this is a pretty
powerful enough message. However, we want to point out that
needless people have died through the years in the many wars
in which the United States has fought (some have even been
children, recall Vietnam?), so that all of us might live as we wish.
To us, the poverty is that GLBT persons are not free to live as
they wish.
The MYSTIC KREWE OF MEMPHIS UNITED held a
fundraiser recently and raised $1,750 for the BARBARA BAKER
MEMORIAL FUND. For photos of all those "special" guests
who performed, see pages 54 and 55 in this issue.
By now all have heard of B.J. HEFNER‘S misfortune. B.J. took
a nasty fall at her home recently and broke several bones in her
shoulder and arm. We hear she is on the mend. Get well soon,
B.J., our thoughts are with you.
One of the most positive things to happen within our com—
munity in a long time, the creation and opening of THE POSI— __
TIVE LIVING CENTER, located in the basement of FIRST __
CONGO at 1000 Cooper, will open its doors Sept. 15 during the
COOPER—YOUNG FESTIVAL. A program of FRIENDS FOR
LIFE, the PLC is being headed up by LEN PIECHOWSKI, who
will serve as the PLC‘s director. Stop by on the 15th for a tour of
the facility. _
We want to take a moment and say a very special and heart
felt THANK YOU to ED HAMMETT, who is not only a rever—
end at Holy Trinity Community Church, but a HUGE friend of
‘the Memphis GLBT community. Ed, you‘re always so willing
to find time in your busy schedule for friends and those need—
ing your unique TLC. For that FAMILY & FRIENDS says,
"Thanks." You know how much you‘ve done for us personally.
When you‘re having trouble selecting just the right birthday gift
for those hard—to—please relatives, friends, co—workers, et al, we sug—
gest you consider making a donation to LOVING ARMS in your
loved one‘s name. It‘s not only a unique and thoughtful gift, butit
helps out women and children in—
fected and affected by HIV/AIDS.
Stopped in AMERICAN TUX—
EDO récently and discovered
while browsing through one of
the store‘s many catalogs that
‘ special MARDI GRAS vests,
cumberbuns and ties can be or—
dered for purchase: Trust us when
we say, these are perfect for the
_ 212 North Evergreen
upcoming MARDI GRAS BALL
901—722—2177
2002, set for February. Just make
sure you place your order early
enough to receive them in time.
Plans are already underway for
many holiday season fundraisers.
Adjust your budgets and keep
your eyes and ears peeled for more
news on the many ways you can
help the community.

September 2001

Madison Flame DJ healing after assault, robbery

Ry ANITA MoOYT
MANAGING EDitTO2.
Carol Smith, known for her DJ work at The Madison Flame,
was a victim of aggravated assault and robbery at The Jungle
last month. Both bars are owned by Sharon Wray.
According to the Memphis Police Department incident re—
port obtained by Family & Friends, on Wednesday, Aug. 22, at
10:38 a.m. a police officer responded to an aggravated assault
complaint at The Jungle, located at 1474 Madison. The incident
occurred between 9:40 and 10 a.m.
"Basically, I was there at the bar checking up," Smith told
Family & Friends. "Mike (Lutts, a bartender at The Jungle) called
to get (some keys from me). There was a tap on the door (and I
opened it) and saw that it was a black man and not Mike. Be—
fore I could tell him we didn‘t open until 2 p.m. he hit me. The
next thing I knew I was waking up on the floor; Mike, the bar—
tender, was waking me up. I was totally unconscious from the
time (the perpetrator) hit me in the face."
According to the incident report, "...Victim Carol Smith ad—
vised she was inside the business alone at 1474 Madison (The
Jungle) counting money from the register. Victim advised she
heard a knock at the front door and thought it was the bar—

tender witness. Victim Smith advised she opened the door and
an unknown male black hit her in the mouth knocking her to
the ground. Victim Smith advised the male black then dragged
her inside the business and hit her several more times and
dragged her to the back room and attempted to set her on fire.
At some point victim Smith became unconscious. The unknown
male black took the ... cash from a money bag along with a small
semi—automatic pistol with a white handle.
"Witness Lutts stated he called victim Smith around 9:40 a.m.
to tell her he was on his way to the business," the report contin—
ued. "Witness Lutts advised when he arrived around 10 a.m.
he found victim Smith lying on the floor in the back room with
injuries to her face and back. Witness Lutts stated he then called
for an ambulance. Memphis Fire Department Ambulance ...
made the scene and transported victim Smith to The Med in
non—critical condition. Victim Smith had visible injuries to her
face and had been burned on her back and no other property
was damaged by fire."
According to Smith, the perpetrator apparently found some
flammable fluid in the bar and doused Smith with the fluid
setting her on fire.
When this unknown assailant is caught, he will be charged
See Carol Smith, page 28
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The Laramie Project

Thought—provoking show to

f

open

at

Clrcult

someoneabusedso vulnerable
open
being
and for no
otherreasonthanthefact
MANAEGINE EDitTOR.
thathewasgay.
The
thought—provoking,
docudrama,
The
Laramie
Project,
is
"Itwouldbetoogood
setPoplarAvenue.
for Sept. 21 through Oct. 21 at The Circuit Playhouse, 1705 up,"
ofanopportunitytopass
ListPlayhouse
said of theexecu—of—
InOctober1998,21—yearoldUniversityofWyomingstudent
fer
by
MatthewShepardbecamethevictimofoneofthenation‘smost
tive director
Jackie
publicized
hate
crimes
to
date.
Lured
from
a
bar
in
Laramie,
Nichols
to
direct
The
Wyo.,
by
two
men,
Shepard
was
kidnapped,
savagely
pistol—
Laramie
Project.
Nichols
whipped,tiedtoafencepostoffa
dirtroadandleftaloneinthe cent
had witnessed
List‘s forre—
bitter
cold
to
die.
directing
work
the TheaterofMemphis
As the directorandplaywrightofGrossIndecency:
frenzy began to die down in Laramie,TheThree
Moises production
Kaufman,
BASH
in
TrialsofOscar
Wilde,andactorsfromtheTectonicTheaterProject
February2001.
"Andthe
inconductinginterviewsforadocumentaryonthefactssurround—
New York City arrived in Laramie in the roles of reporters opportunity
doesn‘t of—
tencomewhereyoucan
ing
Matthew‘s death. During the following year, the troupe hold
up a mirror and
amassedapproximately400hoursofinterviews,speakingwith
showAmericawhatitis
nearly
200 people affiliated with the crime, including family thinkingandfeeling,"he
andfriendsofbothShepardandhismurderers,emergencyroom
said aboutProject.
directing The
doctors,police,clergyandcollegeofficials.Themembersofthe
Laramie
TectonicandTheater
Projectwovethenthecompiled
selectgreattragedy,
verbatim inter—
This
production
of
views
from
there
story
of
this
cre—
The
Laramie
Project
fea—
atingBo aListmasterpiece
stage
documentary.
tureseightMemphis
ac—
will
take
the
helm
to
direct
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production
of
The
tors
who
collectively
LaramieProject.
portray 60 ofas they
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"Itis
one
of
Laramiecitizens
thosedefines
eventsa Tectonic
reenact theTheater
exactProject.
interviews
collectedby
the members
ofMarythe
that
Forming
thisensemble
cast
are
moment
incul—an BrentLowder,
Buchignani,MichaelGravois,AnnMarieHall,JonathonLamer,
American
LaurieCookMcintosh,
Sarah Stevens Robinson
ture,"
List,
and
Stephen
Burk.
f
who
is also notaboutMatthewShepard,but—thetownandhowitsidentity
"It is a unique opportunity for the actors," List said. "It is
gay,
explained
to Family"I te—& has
been
established
by think.
an incidentand
notcouldby itshaveownbeenmeritsthe
Friends.
and
faults
—
or
so
they
Because
it
memberbeing
merits
and faults
that causedemotional
the incidentin
thereadfirsta play,"
place.List
very
troubled
"I
don‘t
often
become
when
I
aboutcountry
where forcontinued.
"Iweptopenlyfourorfivetimesreading
(thescript
the
The
Laramie
Project),
particularly
whenI
got
to
Matthew‘s
(was) going in father‘s comments becausethey were so
differentkinds
of first
respects.
The
thingme..
that
struck
washowsmall
he5—foot,2—inches
was, being
and 105
pounds.Itwas
heartbreaking
The cast of The Laramie Project.
to think about
Bo List

personal and yet so
universal for the love of any father for any son."
Some directors like to see how a play they plan to direct is
presented by others and some do not.
"I saw it (The Laramie Project) in Cincinnati," List explained.
"It‘s helpful in terms of possible choices that work or don‘t work.
... I don‘t feel I am stealing by using ideas that work or (being)
negative by not using ideas that don‘t work.
"The script has no stage directions or how it was originally
done," List explained. Thus, his directing talents will be tested
See The Laramie Project, page 17
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Community members
RY ANITA MoOYT
MANAEGING EDTOR.

speak out on

GALAH

...a person who uses their beliefs and uses God as an excuse to
do harm to others, that is a serious flaw and could be consid—
ered a weakness.
Tankersley: It really depends upon the individual and the _

In the August 2001 issue of Family & Friends, we reported on
the formation of a Memphis chapter of the Gay and Lesbian
Atheists and Humanists (GALAH). Spearheading the organi—
zation of this group, Jim Maynard told Family & Friends that
one desire of the group is to be free from religion.
We approached several individuals in our community, some
who are clergy, and asked their opinions about several state—
ments made by Maynard and GALAH.
Rev. Timothy Meadows, Rev. Kathy Switzer, Mark Jones and
Shelia Tankersley all graciously took the time and effort to help
us look at this issue from the other side, those not wishing to be
free from religion. Below are their responses.
F&F: Can you briefly define the role of religion and/or belief in a
deity in your life?
Meadows: Belief is a limited concept that does not fully en—
compass the realm of faith. Faith allows for mystery, the yet
unseen ... For me, I faith (I am using faith as a verb [a stronger
word than belief]) knowing that mypost—modern reality real—
izes the limitations of science and human invention. I faith in
another reality not fully understood or seen ... Perhaps where
religion goes bad is when people serve religion as if that were
the deity — a common idolatry by which many GLBT people
find themselves bound.
Switzer: My belief in a deity (God) has been hard won ... I have
1 a lot of unlearning to do when it comes to belief in God. But
for the most part that time has been well spent in learning of a
loving god, which has helped me through a lot of rough times.
Jones: I try to put my religious beliefs into practice with
people I meet every day and the decisions that I must make.
Sometimes I succeed and sometimes I fail ... I sometimes feel
God‘s presence inside the church, more often I feel it when I‘m
out in nature or sometimes while interacting with people.
Tankersley: I believe that there is a higher power that re—
sides in all things, myself included. I call that power God, spirit,
Goddess, many names but it is the same spirit. I believe that
religion is mostly dogma and not necessary to have a close rela—
tionship with God. Spirituality is much more important to me
than religion.
F&F: Do you consider the presence of religious beliefs in a person‘s
life to be a strength or a weakness?
1
Meadows: Clearly it is a strength when it empowers us to our
fullest potential in our relationships with God, others and our—
selves ... It is a weakness when religion demands people to serve
it. Religion is destructive when motivated out of fear and hatred.
Switzer: ... If a person uses the beliefs that theyhave as a
road block to keep a group of people down, or not to grant
them the basic human rights then that is a weakness that is
motivated by fear ... If the person who has the belief that we are
all God‘s children and deserve to be treated like we are, and
goes about ... seeking and doing justice and peace ... their be—

path that she/he chooses. I have seen people overcome obstacles
because of their faith ... I have also seen how some religions
have used fear—based teaching to control its members.
F&F: Do you consider the sacraments, rituals, etc. that your church
observes to be superstitions? In general, why are these sacraments
and rituals observed by your religious congregation?
Meadows: Sacraments ... are rites of passage, initiation,
birthings, forgiveness and memory ... It gives tangible expres—
sion to the existence and experience of God ... Not all of life is
understood through hypothetical method or scientific discov—
ery ... we limit life itself and our understanding of the world by
shutting out mystery ... The sacraments [Holy Communion and
Baptism] themselves come from ancient sources, pre—Judeo—
Christian by which we are defined as community, jog our memo—
ries and link us to our Source. In the sacraments, we are linked
with tradition and the generations who come before us and our
hope for years to come.
Switzer: Superstitions are defined as an opinion based on
luck or magic. The sacraments that are given in the Christian
church are not based on superstitions, but are there to bring us
back to memory of the past and the action of the people.
Jones: ... I am Presbyterian and we have two Sacraments: Com—
munion and Baptism. We choose those sacraments because those
are the two sacraments that Jesus actually did when he was on
earth ... No, I don‘t think the sacraments are superstitious.
&
Tankersley: My church group does not necessarily observe
rituals or sacraments. However, my spiritual group does use
rituals and ceremonies. They bring us closer to Mother Earth.
F&F: What role do you think the church or organized religion plays
in gay/lesbian rights in this country?
Meadows: The role of the church in this country concerning
GLBT issues has not been all bad, nor an occasion for celebra—
tion either. The loudest voices have come from religious people,
both pro and con ... However, merely changing laws and gain—
ing political power cannot win the struggle for human rights.
Hearts must be changed and a new spirit must sweep the land
.. In Memphis, ironically, religious organizations for several
years have had a leading role in the struggle for human rights
... When voices for gay rights were heard, it has come from
people of faith.
Switzer: ...The churches as a whole have done very little to
do anything that would bring about justice and peace, how—
ever, it has been the individual within the churches that has
gone out of the churches and made the difference.
Jones: Sadly, there are probably a lot more churches out there
that are trying to prohibit the civil rights of gays and lesbians in
America than churches taking a proactive stand ... Too often,
faith in Jesus Christ gets confused with organized religion.
Churches and religious organizations are led by very flawed
humans. Lots of these flawed humans take Biblical passages

liefs are a strength.
Jones: Belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is a strength

See Community Speaks Out, page 19
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The Laramie Project
from page 14
even more.
"(I would like) the audience to look for themselves in the
characters of Laramie," List said explaining his desire to reach
the audience. "By doing so they will be able to access what their
feelings are of the social issues presented — homophobia, hate
‘crimes legislation and the values of human life.".
The Laramie Project is yet another gay—themed play to make
it to the mainstage of America. As gay—themed and authored
plays continue to make their way to the mainstream stage, List
told Family & Friends his feelings on the matter.
"I feel great about it," List said. "(But) it is important that
the gay plays be excellent and have strong values as literature
not just as a social tool... It speaks well for the American public
by their attendance ... (It) says they are ready to learn more and
empathize and are more accepting of lifestyles and ways of life
other than their own."
f
Having obtained a bachelor of arts in theater from The Uni—
versity of Kentucky in 1999, List is presently pursuing a mas—
ters in fine art in directing at The University of Memphis. How—
ever, he pointed out that The Laramie Project is not part of his
requirement for the degree.

"This is a project I gained independent of school," List said.
"BASH was a school project."
List is the artistic director of Chance Theatre, begun in 1995,
as a creative outlet for University of Kentucky theater students
not involved in summer stock or internships. Chance Theatre
has produced 10 plays to date.
List has extensive directing experience, including with the
University of Kentucky Studio, Chance Theater, Actors Guild
of Lexington and the Lexington Shakespeare Festival. He also
has acting and playwright credits, as well as instructional ex—
perience with high schools in Lexington, Ky., and Memphis.
List said his ultimate challenge as a director would be the
stage production of Titus Andronicus.
"(It is) considered Shakespeare‘s worse play," List explained.
"I think it would be great fun. It is gory and bloody and dis—
gusting and not good in a lot of ways but is way colorful... (To)
be free and creatively reach an audience with Shakespeare is
one of the joys of theater."
Showtimes for The Laramie Project are Thursdays to Satur—
days at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. The Pay—What—You—Can
Performance is set for Thursday, Sept. 27, at 8 p.m. Tickets are
$16 for adults, $14 for seniors, $12 for students and military
personnel and $10 for children (under 18).
For more information or to make reservations, call The Cir—
cuit Playhouse Box Office at (901) 726—4656.
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Pianist Jim Brickman

to become an author
For Jim Brickman, the prescription for musical success has
always been easy: take finely—crafted, original melodies expertly
played by a remarkably—gifted pianist, then share them with an
ever—growing global audience. Simple.
Always experimenting with new frontiers, Brickman will add
"author" to his long list of accomplishments, as the admired
pianist/composer is scheduled to publish his first book Simple
Things (from Hay House Publishing) and at the same time will
release a shimmering new Windham Hill album of the same
name. Both are set to be released late this month.
The book is a collection of short essays about savoring life‘s plea—
sures — from a vacation in your own neighborhood to holding a
newborn baby for the first time. In a soothing and light—hearted
manner, Brickman and co—writer Cindy Pearlman ponder the big
topics — love, health, money, children, friendship and the ordinary
miracles that make each day special. Brickman knew it was time to
re—evaluate when he saw his own life revolving around cell phones,
e—mails and red—eyes. He knew it was time to stop, look around and
simplify his life. And so, both book and album came into being.
For an exclusive chat with Brickman, as well as reviews of
both the book and the album, don‘t miss the October issue of
Family & Friends.
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me
MAME
Book by Jerome Lawrence & Robert E. Lee
Music and Lyrics by Jerry Herman
DEATHTRAP
By Ira Levin
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
By Charles Dickens
THE WAVERLY GALLERY
By Kenneth Lonergan
MA RAINEY‘S BLACK BOTTOM
By August Wilson
A FUNNY THING HAPPENED
ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM
Book by Burt Shevelove & Larry Gelbart
Music & Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim

THE CITY‘S STORIED STAGE. | THE MAN WHO CAME
TO DINNER
By Moss Hart & George S. Kaufman
901.682.8323

For showtimes call the Malco
Movie Aotline at
(901) 68 1—2020 or visit our
website at www.malco.com
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Jones: I feel that the statement is a bunch of crock. Unfortu—
nately, the Bible can be used to defend virtually anyone‘s posi—
tion on anything. People used the Bible to defend slavery and
abuse to women. People use the Bible to say that gays and les—
bians are sinners. One must not pull out one verse here and one
verse there to defend a position. I believe in the big picture. I
believe in looking at the entire teachings of Jesus Christ and all
the stories of the Bible to form an opinion and belief system ...
Tankersley: That is an opinion that I do not agree with, yet I
feel everyone is entitled to their opinion.
F&F: GALAH supports a humanistic and atheistic viewpoint, de—
siring a "freedom from religion." Do you think that goal is achievable?
Meadows: GALAH will not succeed in their quest. What do
they mean by ‘religion? Bad religion? All religion? God? Spiri—
tuality? What does that term mean to them? As long as there
are human beings there will be spiritual practice ... As long as
GALAH is a community, individuals live in communities; reli—
gion will be a neighbor to them.
Switzer: I believe that every person has the right to be a part
of a religion or not a part of (a religion). The goal is achievable,
only if the humanity around us allows each and everyone of us
to live and let live.
:
Jones: If the goal is for individual members of GALAH to be
free of religion, that is easy. If this goal for GALAH is to convert
our society and everyone to be free of religion, that is not achiev—

Community Speaks Out
from page 15

out of context to feed their own needs and goals ... (Likewise)
the leaders of GALAH will be flawed individuals and the mem—
bers of the group will sometimes be disappointed in them.
Tankersley: I do not feel that the majority of churches sup—
port the gays and lesbians in our country in any way. They are
filled with judgment and conditional love. They do not recog—
nize that God loves everyone just the way they are.
F&F: How do you feel about this statement: ..."gay theology, which
admits the Bible is not very accurate or truthful on many things ...
fails to take that admission to its logical conclusion."
Meadows: First, I must say that the goal and point of faith is
not conclusion. Scripture is not the only component of faith. There
is tradition, reason and experience ... Gay theology is the experi—
ence, the continued story of God‘s revelation within an exiled
community ... Gay theology has rich precedents that attest to
Gods presence with the oppressed and disenfranchised ... If there
were any logical conclusion, I would say God is with us!
Switzer: ... Many people would agree that within the pages
of the Bible there are a lot of men‘s opinions and viewpoints, as
well as a lot of action taken in the name of God. But if we look
closely at the writings of the Bible we will find the fine line of
truth that God is there working to reconcile humanity back to
God. On the whole, I do not agree with the statement.

See Community Speaks Out, page 21
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Community Speaks Out
from page 19

\

able. While individuals in the Memphis GLBT community do
suffer from people with religious overtones and beliefs, as a
wholethe Memphis GLBT community does not suffer from per—
secution. The religious right is not holding back the Memphis
GLBT community. The only thing holding back the Memphis
GLBT community is the Memphis GLBT community.
Tankersley: That is up to individual choice. I honor each
person‘s belief.
F&F: When someone comes to you with questions, and says they
will believe in a deity when those questions are finally answered, what
do you say to them?
Meadows: "Seek and you shall find; knock and the door shall
be open to you." It is a journey ... with many seasons, terrains,
quagmires, detours. God is big enough for you. The journey of

faith is a naked journey of letting go ..
Switzer: ... some of the questions we do ﬁnd answers (to)
and some of them we won‘t find the answers in this life time.
For those persons who would come to me with these questions,
I would simply have to ask them to walk with me and lets see if
we can find the answers together.
Jones: God is mysterious and is not on anyone‘s timetable ...
A person can look for God all they want, but it is not until God
See Community Speaks Out, page 22

Sewwices of Union
A once—in—a—lifetime event
needs a
once—in—a—lifetime setting
Your Service of Union
can be scheduled at
First Congregational Church
1000 S. Cooper Street
in the historic Cooper—Young District
Call (901) 278—6786. extension 3
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Wire

fold. One, God has some great plan for everyone and every—
CommunitlSpeaks Out
thing and I just don‘t know what it is. Second, we are all indi—
viduals
have free will. To blame God for these problems is
from page 21 too easywho
and a cop—out.
reveals himself that the person will truly believe.
Tankersley: My God does not punish people with diseases
Tankersley: I would never try to persuade anyone to believe or circumstances. Ibelieve thatwe create these catastropheswith
ornotbelieve in God/Goddess. It is a personal choice and path. our actions and choices. We have to be aware of the reality we
F&F: Onesuch question might be, as asked by GALAH, why would are creating for ourselves.
a loving god(dess) allow AIDS, breast cancer and the holocaust hap— Overall, the respondents to these questions welcome GALAH
pen? How would you answer this question?
to our "community table." There is room for all types ofbeliefs,
Meadows: God is not a puppeteer. Rather than seek God as or non—beliefs, in this GLBT community, as in this country. Af—
a way to relieve us of our responsibility in these situations, we ter all, that is what gave America its start.
must examine ourselves ... We are creatures whobreak, die and
kill. These earthly tribulations, horrific as they are, are not the Orpheum plans 9th auction
sum total of our existence and our relatedness to God. ...Is God
onlyunderstood as thecosmic Santa Claus who intervenes when The Orpheum Theatre‘s Ninth Annual Art & Antique Auc—
it is tough? ... How do we participate in disease and dis—ease tion will be held Sunday, Sept. 16, at the theater, located at 203
simplyby our compliance in the corporate community—nation? South Main Street.
I think this question lies at the heart of human nature.
The preview and silent auction will be from 1 to 3 p.m. and
Switzer: Yes, there is illness in this world and so people get the live auction will take place from 3 to 5 p.m. There is no
sick either because of their own behavior or a virus or bacteria admission charge to this event.
and it happens. It‘s a part of life. But there also is evil, and evil Theauctionwillshowcasethe paintings,antiques,photography,
is the actions that people take to hurt or destroy others ... And, sculptures and prints of participating local artists and galleries.
when evil or disease happens for whatever the reason maybe Artists and galleries that would like to contribute to this auc—
we point a finger at God and blame him/her. We have to un— tion may do so until Sept. 10. Each artist or gallery will set his
derstand that God has given us all the "freedom of will" to or her minimum bid and will receive 65 percent of the final
choose or not to choose, to do or not to do, good or evil.
° price above their minimum bid.
Jones: This is, of course, a tricky question. My answer is two— Formoreinformation,callAnita Dugganat(901)525—7800, ext. 230.
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MBRT to stage 24/7 Cafe
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Memphis Black Repertory Theatre Inc. presents The 24/Seven
Cafe Sept. 6 to 30, on stage at Theatreworks, located at 2085
Monroe behind Overton Square.
The 24/Seven Cafe was written by playwright, actress and

\
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xmin

menegases .

|
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native Memphian Ruby O‘ Gray and is being directed by Harry
Bryce, founding artistic director of MBRT.
Join the neighborhood regulars of an all night coffee shop
0
(based on the legendary Harlem Houses of Memphis) and learn
how love and respect go hand—in—hand in this romantic com—
edy set in 1967 Memphis. Bryce has selected an impressive cast,
which includes Dee Latch, Louise Davis, DeAara Lewis, Bob
Muse, Precious J. Morris, Elicia King, Tony Anderson, Rozell
Henderson, Folami Jones and Michael Jackson. O‘Gray‘s ear
for dialogue — combined with characters so comfortable that
you would swear they just walked in from around the corner —
makes The 24/Seven Cafe "a Memphis thang."
The 24/Seven Cafe‘s world premiere opens the fifth anniver—
sary season for MBRT, continuing MBRT‘s dedication to pro—
viding cultural enrichment to the entire community through

the presentation of dramatic works that illuminate the experi—
ences of African people throughout the Diaspora.
Showtimes are 8 p.m. on Saturdays and 2 p.m. on Sundays. Tick—
ets are $18 and $15 for seniors, students and military personnel. Call
(901) 276—9555 for reservations.
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Library card will get kids in free

Travel solar system

Any child (in grades K to 12) can get into the Wonders ex—
hibit "Eternal Egypt" free of charge by showing his or her li—
brary card.

at Sharpe

Sharpe Planetarium, located in the Pink Palace Museum at
3050 Central Avenue, will present Planet Patrol: Solar System
Stake—Out Sept. 4 to 23. Planet Patrol teaches kids about the Solar
System while they ride along with interplanetary investigator
Sam Snork and his assistant, Elmo, as they investigate the source
of an unusual transmission. Showtimes are 10:30 a.m. on Satur—
days and 4 p.m. on Sundays. Admission is $3.50 for adults and
$3 for seniors and children (ages three to 12). For more infor—
mation or reservations, call (901) 320—6362.

Mr. Chuck to read at library
WKNO children‘s television personality Mr. Chuck will be
reading during storytime at the Collierville Burch branch of the
Memphis/Shelby County Public Libraries, 501 Poplar View
Parkway, on Wednesday, Sept. 19, at 10:15 a.m.

—...

For

Kids can learn about nature
Search dogs set for program

Raindrops is an interactive program for preschoolers and
parents that teaches about the environment while instilling a
love for nature. Raindrops is offered by the Lichterman Nature
Center, 5992 Quince Road, every Tuesday from 10 to 11 a.m.
Programs may include crafts, storytelling, costuming and out—
door exploration. Cost is $5 and reservations are required. For
information, topics or to register, call (901) 767—7322, ext. 100.

Kids can find out about the special jobs Search Dogs South‘s
Nitro, Nadley, Hawk, Deputy and Katie have at a program set
for Saturday, Sept. 29, from 12 to 12:45 p.m. at The Children‘s
Museum of Memphis, 2525 Central Avenue. Museum admis—
sion is $4 for children (ages one to 12) and seniors (62+) and $5
for adults. For more information, call (901) 458—2678 or go online
to www.cmom.com.

Teddy Bear Picnic is slated
MBG Caterpillar Club continues

The Children‘s Museum of Memphis, 2525 Central Avenue,
invites you to enjoy one—on—one interaction with your toddler,
The Memphis Botanic Garden‘s Caterpillar Club, designed
ages two to three, through fun activities geared toward age—ap—
for preschoolers, will feature "Garden Veggies" on Tuesday, Sept.
propriate skill development. On Thursday, Sept. 6, from 10 to 11
11, from 10 to 11 a.m. and again on Wednesday, Sept. 12, from 11
a.m., Toddlers Together‘s will host a teddy bear picnic. Baby—sit
a.m. to noon. "Whoo Comes Out at Night?" will be the subject
on Tuesday, Sept. 25, from 10 to 11 a.m. and again on Wednesday, — a cub in a bear‘s cave, "amble" like a bear, listen to stories, make
crafts and more! Admission is $6 for each adult—child pair and
Sept. 26, from 11 a.m. to noon. Cost is $4 per session and reserva—
reservations are required by calling (901) 458—2678.
tions are required by calling (901) 685—1566, ext. 102.
Discover world of poetry

Harvest Festival set at Zoo —

Young people, ages 12 to 18can learn the art of performance
Once Upon A Farm‘s Harvest Festival is set for Saturday,
poetry from actor/poet Darius Wallace at the Whitehaven
Sept. 29, at the Memphis Zoo, located in Overton Park. Take a
branch of the Memphis/Shelby Cbunty Public Libraries, 4122
step back in time and join in a day of old—fashioned festivities
Barton Drive, on Monday, Sept. 10, at 3:30 p.m.; at the Raleigh
with folk art, performers, demonstrations, crafts, games, ani—
mals and fun for the whole family. Admission to the Memphis branch, 3157 Powers, on Wednesday, Sept. 19, at 4 p.m., and at
Zoo is $9.50 for adults, $8.50 for seniors (60+) and $5.50 for the East Shelby branch, 7200 East Shelby Drive, on Thursday,
Sept. 27, at 6 p.m. Participants also will learn to write poetry of
children (age two to 11). The zoo is open Monday to Sunday, 9
their own. Registration is required by calling the library branch.
a.m. to 6 p.m. (with last admission at 5 p.m.). For more infor—
mation, call (901) 276—WILD or visit online at
www.memphiszoo.org.

Advertise in
Parents group to meet at HTCC:
A monthly GLBT parent support group meets the second
Thursday of each month at Holy Trinity Community Church,
3430 Summer Avenue, at 7 p.m. The next meeting is set for Sept.
13. Bring the kids; childcare is provided. For more information, —
call Rita or Susan at (901) 327—4783.

_
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Family & Friends

Call (901) 682—2669
or email us at
Family

aol.com
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RY ANITA MOYT
MANAGING EDiTOR.
Many of you have heard of them, and even more love their
food. But for those of you who have yet to sample the delicious
pastries and down—home cooking at Buns on the Run, take a
moment and let us tell you a little about them.
Buns of the Run, winner of the 1999 Memphis Pride Inc. Best
Gay—Friendly Business, is owned by two women, Pam Hardin
and Sharon Johnson. These two business women have a hands—
on involvement in their breakfast and lunch diner. Located just
off Cooper at 2150 Elzey Avenue in the Cooper—Young section
of Memphis, Buns on the Run is located in what was once a
house, which only adds to the down—home atmosphere.
As you walk in the door, you will notice the reason for its
name — great big individually—wrapped cinnamon rolls, brown—
ies and other great treats. But, like your momma said, you have
to save dessert for last (or for a take—home treat).
So, start your day out right with a great breakfast from
a full—menu selection.
Breakfast is served from 7 to 10 am. Monday
through Friday and 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday.
A traditional breakfast of an order of two
eggs, any style, is served with hashbrowns
or grits and a home—made biscuit. Ham,
bacon or sausage, as well as cheese, can
be added to the order.
0

Nine different omelettes are of—
C,
fered, each made with three eggs and
0&9
served with a biscuit. You can choose from
plain, cheese, ham, bacon, sausage, western O
(with ham, onion, peppers and cheese), spinach
450 Q
and mushroom, veggie (with peppers, omon mush—

rooms and cheese), or feta.
&
For a more hearty breakfast, choose from pancakes, ?
french toast or potato pancakes (served with red applesauce).
And if you want something with a little flair, how about an
order of Swedish crepes, filled with cream cheeses and topped
with ligonberry butter, or blintzes, filled with cream cheeses
and topped with blueberry compote.
Quiche Lorraine, filled with cheeses, ham, bacon and mush—
rooms, and Veggie Quiche, filled with cheeses, onion, mush—
rooms and spinach, are another option and are served with tropi—
cal fruit on the side.
If you wish, for something small or to add something on the
side, Buns on the Run offers toast, muffins, biscuits, biscuits with
meat, biscuits with gravy, side orders of gravy, grits, hashbrowns,
oatmeal, bacon, sausage and ham. To give you an idea of how
reasonable the prices are at Buns on the Run, breakfast menu
items top out at $5 for the spinach and mushroom omelette.
Now, if you‘re out and about and it‘s getting to be lunch
time, try turning on Elzey and try one of Buns on the Run‘s
incredible sandwiches. These sandwiches stand above all oth—
ers, literally. We tried'the chicken salad sandwich, and it took
two hands to handle it. Best of all it was served on two thick

slices of homemade bread, toasted at our request, and served
with a side of chips and garnished with pickles. Another one to
try is the ham and
cheese. You choose
whether you want —
Dining
it fried, where the
ham is fried on a
grill and placed on
untoasted bread
and the cheese is

Out .
with
a

Famlly &
not melted, or
Friends
grilled, where the
ham is hot, the
bread is toasted
and the cheese is melted.
Other sandwich selections include grilled chicken breast;
grilled spinach and mushroom, served with sauteed spinach,
roasted garlic, mozzarella cheese and tomato; egg sandwich,
served plain with mayo or dressed with or without cheese; a
club sandwich; BLT; tuna salad; shrimp salad; grilled
cheese, and the ever—reliable peanut butter and jelly.
And if you are in the mood for some down—home
cooking, plate lunches are available daily with a
meat and two vegetables special. If you are in ,
a veggie—only mood, they have plenty of fare
to choose from. A long list of vegetables,
— in season, are listed on the whiteboards
in each of the dining areas.
g
Saup of the day is offered by the bowl
é
or cup. And several types of salads are of—
0 fered, including grilled chicken breast salad,
9

chef salad, Greek salad and a side salad. A tuna,

«(b chicken,— shrimp or crab salad plate also is an op—
Q/ tion. Or perhaps a tomato stuffed with your choice of —
tuna, chicken, shrimp or crab sounds good?
Just for the record, the value meal at the local fast—food —
restaurant can cost as much if not more than one of the great
sandwiches from Buns on the Run. Remember, take out is avail—
able for those on the go!
Now for your dessert, how about a slice of banana cake? We
found our plentiful slice to be wonderful, full of bananas and
nuts and with a wonderful cream cheese icing. Other cakes in—
clude carrot, with cream cheese icing; chocolate, with either
chocolate or buttercream icing; Italian coconut, with coconut
cream cheese icing; lemon, with lemon icing; red velvet, with
cream cheese icing; strawberry, with strawberry icing, and yel—
low, with either chocolate or buttercream icing.
Pies also come in an assortment of flavors at Buns on the
Run, including apple, banana cream, cherry, chess, chocolate,
coconut cream, egg custard, key lime, lemon ice box, pecanand
pumpkin. And for you cheesecake lovers, try a slice of blue—
berry, chocolate, chocolate chip or strawberry cheesecake.
Check the board for the cakes and / or pies available for the day.
Cakes, pies, cheesecakes and the tempting pastries we men—
See Buns on the Run, page 32
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FFL

adds 4 new members to its

Friends For Life Corporation, located at 1384 Madison Av—
enue, has added four individuals to its team in its fight against
HIV/AIDS.
4
Len Piechowski has been hired to serve as the director for
the soon—to—be—opened Positive Living Center (PLC). A Mem—
phis resident since 1981, Piechowski will oversee all activities
of the PLC. More specifically, he will be responsible for the day—
to—day operations, supervising PLC employees and volunteers,
developng a cataloguing system for the PLC‘s resource library
and representing the PLC to the public and assisting in raising
funds for the facility. Piechowski will answer directly to Kim
Moss, FFL‘s executive director.
Piechowski holds a bachelor of arts degree in sociology from
Quincy University and a master‘s of divinity from Catholic Theo—
logical Union at Chicago. In addition, he is a candidate for a
doctor of medicine degree at The University of Tennessee—Mem—
phis, although at present he is on a 12—month leave—of—absence.
Founder of the Coalition of Gay and Lesbian Religious Af—
fairs, he presently serves on the board of the Memphis Gay &
Lesbian Community Center, acting as the MGLCC‘s building
campaign coordinator, and is secretary of the Memphis Lesbian.
& Gay Coalition for Justice.

capable team

Taking over the role as FFL volunteer coordinator is native
Memphian Angela J. Lamb. In her new position, Lamb will be
responsible for acquiring, coordinating and maintaining vol—
unteers to fulfill duties at various FFL events.
Lamb said her goal for her new job is "to help spread the
name and image of Friends For Life across Memphis and to
make volunteering an enjoyable event."
Lamb holds an associate degree in natural science from
Shelby State Community College, a bachelor‘s degree in soci—
ology from The University of Memphis and two certificates,
one as an emergency medical technician and the other as an
HIV/AIDS educator. She is presently completing requirements
for the MBA program at Christian Brothers University.
She also presently holds the position of treasurer for the
MGLCC and is the calendar editor for the Triangle Journal News,
as well as a member of Memphis Pride Inc.
Daniel Cole, originally from Hickory, N.C., has accepted a
position with FFL as an HIV/AIDS educator A Memphis resi—
dent for the past four years, Cole will provide educational out—
reach to high—risk gay youth.
See FFL, page 51

"I like to think I am a spiritual person. The problem
was I wasn‘t growing in my spirituality. I still believed
the Bible, Jesus, church and all that stuff. My beliefs
were the same as they were when I quit listening in youth
group. Somewhere along the way, I felt there was no
more room for me and I left. Well, here I am, after a
few knocks around the block. I found a church — not
like my parents‘ church — where there were other people
like me who were looking for faith practiced honestly
and openly. It has transformed the way I see myself,
the world and God. God didn‘t give up on me. I just
didn‘t know God well enough."
Holy Trinity Community Church
The Rev. Timothy Meadows, M.Div., Pastor

€

Sumrner Ave.
(between Highland &
National)

3430

TALK—TO US:
Phone: (901) 320—9376

E—mail:
§ _
htcecmemphis@earthlink.net

no»... ——

MEET WITH US,:

Sunday: 9:00 &
Memphis@yahoogroups.com
,
— 11:00 a.m.
4
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m. Website:
www.holytrinitymemphis.org
For details on Holy Trinity‘s Fall programs, see page 51 in this issue
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Inc. board elected

Trinity Community Church, 3430 Summer Avenue. Everyone
is encouraged to attend the next MPI open meeting on Mon—
day, Sept. 17, at 7 p.m. This meeting will be MPI‘s Annual Meet,
ing, with a summary of—the finances and the activities of the
2000—2001 fiscal year. Plans are already underway for Pride 2002,
set for the weekend of June 7 to 9.

$

If you‘re interested in serving on any of MPI‘s committees,
please call (901) 32—PRIDE.

FUDGE + NIOXIN + PAUL MITCHELL + RUSK — SEBASTIAN —

SNI—MTITVA

* TOTAL HAIR & NAIL CARE .
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Dare to be Different!
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Living Word

Christian

Church

J. Kyle Dearen
Pastor

340 N. Garland
Memphis, TN 38104
Phone (901) 276—0577

"Ls

Sunday Morning
SOWELL & COMPANY

10 a.m.

+

Nic

STEVE SOLOMON

4

R
OL

Office (901) 278—4380

Sunday Evening

6 p.m.

Wednesday Evening

7 p.m.

Broker

Residence (901) 363—1060

mil

54 S. Cooper « Memphis, TN 38104 —
e—mail: Stevenc1 @aol.com

Join us for worship
as we share in His Love!

*

The Memphis
Prideelections
Inc. boardheldforattheitsyearregularly
2001—2002monthly
was
determined
following
meetingonAug.20.Thenewboardofthisorganization,which
is responsiblePrideforParade
the planning
and production
of the"pride"
annual
Memphis
and
Festival,
as
well
as
other
events, represents a shift ofthe previous board members
and
theadditionoffournewboardmembers.
f
KayMillsisthe2001—2002chair.KatieHiestandresignedthe
position
ofchair
effectiveAug.
20, toof spend
moreMills,
time onher
academic
career
at
the
University
Memphis.
whoseap—
was
co—chair
during
a
portion
of
the
previous
term,
was
pointed
bytheboard to fil thevacated position ofchairprior—
totheelection.
TimJohnsonretainsthepositionoftreasurer;thisishisthird
yearinthisposition,whichisduetoexpireinAug.
2002.
Returningboardmemberselectedtonewpositionsinclude
formersecretaryPattyPair,electedco—chair,andformerat—large
BarbaraJeanJasen,electedparliamentarian.
The Donelson,
four newly—elected
boardCharles
members
include
Ernest
secretary,
and
Fowler,
Mark
Jones
and
Shelia
Tankersley,
all
elected,
to
serve
one—
yearMPImeetsthethirdMondayofeachmonthat7p.m.atHoly
at—large positions.
New

{dyx
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Obj
Gourmet Market

: ta r
(

Midtown‘s

Naminemg

Fresh Seafood + Aged Beef
Belgian Chncolates + Unusual Cheeses
Fresh Breads : Gift Baskets

Oils and Vinegars — Teas
Fresh Bean Coffee : Party Planning
%

EON
L
208 N. Evergreen
(901) 722—2220
Monday — Saturday
10:00 4m. — 8:00 p.m.

Carol Smith
from page 13
with aggravated assault,arson and robbery of a business.
Smith was treated‘and released from The Med Aug. 22. She
told Family &Friends she sustained bruising, first degree burns
on her shoulder, torn ligaments in her neck and two chipped
vertebrae her neck.
$
"I‘m really sore. I‘m doing better," Smith said. "I‘ll be at
Madison Flame tonight (Saturday, Aug. 25).
"I don‘t think it was hate motivated. I think it was just a
robbery," she said answering the question many people have
asked since a GLBT business and individual was involved.
Email and phone calls to Family & Friends are evidence ofthe
concern the community has for Smith and her speedy recovery.
Anyone having information about this incident is asked to
callCrimestoppers at528—CASH ortheMemphis PoliceDepart—
ment West Precinet at (901) 274—7012.

"

Entrees To Go — Jams : Jellies + Spices

a§4
&
$

September 2001

¥andfriends

[mm Z

Page 29

|

The FPiendliesll
BOP in Town!

1528 MADISON » 901—274—8272

of Midtown —

MONDAY SEPTEMBER BCD

FREE FOOD HOT OFF THE GRILL! BRING YOUR OWN STEAKS OR
ENJOY BURGERS, HOT DOGS & SAUSAGE. WE‘LL BE GRILLIN‘ ON.
THE PATIO ALL DAY!

BEER BUST "%.» 549
SPECIAL SHOW ON SUNDAY, 9/2/01 4:30 P.M

LORENZ"
PARTY‘sAn

0

FteR SH (k
1530 MADISON
(901) 276—6002

OPEN ALL NIGHT LONG!
7 Days A Week
Snows Tnurspay, Frioay, Saturpay & Sunpay
Snow Hostess Extraorpinaire Vonna
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he was offered a position out of state. He asked me to come
Dear Straight Up,
withhim,but I am apprehensive about doing so. I have
I met a terrific guy several months ago and we have really along
suffering from a lack of self—confidence lately. I don‘t
hit it off. I could not have created a more perfect match for been
what to do. He said he understands my fears and is
myself. However, there is one exception. When he and I met know
to wait on me. However, I feel my lack of self—confi—
he was on leave from the military. His being in the military willing
dence will hold him back from an excellent opportunity to
has a drastic effecton oursociallife. Whenwe do go out, such advance
himself in his career. He wants me to discover my—
as to the movies,we have to walk in separately acting as ifwe self and feel
more confidentbefore I move. Everyone tells me
barely know one another. At first I was alright with the idea
handsome, outgoing and I have a lot going for me, but I
but the more time we spend together, the harder it has be— Ijustamdon‘t
it sometimes. Do you think we could have
come for me. I truly believe he is my soulmate. We have the a long—termbelieve
relationship?
same beliefs, backgrounds, likes and dislikes, but I am be— Just Not Sure.
ginning to resent having to constantly look over my shoul—
der. I am afraidif I say anything to him itwillpush him away. Dear Just Not Sure,
Please help.
I think you would be smart to stop and think before you
DADT casualty
load up the U—Haul. Not only does a relationship not make a
person but one person cannot make a relationship survive. It
Dear DADT,
two. Your lack of self—confidence will probably interfere
When
you first met Popeye, you were well aware of his ca— takes
your relationship; thus, potentially holding your new—
reer choice and the many limitations that came with himbeing with
love at arms length. It also will cause you to doubtyour—
in the military: Sad as it may be, those limitations are a fact of found
as you are doing now. This guy seems tobe understanding
life for those that have chosen to "serve." You even admitted self
yourfeelingsin his top prioritylist. I can suggest
that in thebeginning "looking over your shoulder" was alright and is putting
seek a professional with whom you can work through
with you. However, as your relationship and emotions have thatyou
issues of insecurity and low self—esteem.
grown, this situation is no longer as alright as it originally was. theseMayI
alsosuggestthatyousitdownand tellyournew—found
It‘s with thisin mind that I examine your part in his seemingly lovethatalthoughyouappreciatehisunderstanding,youwould
"distant" attitude in public.
f
comfortableinyourdecisiontomove. Takesome
You started off accepting this "system" as part ofyour rela— muchratherbe
to examine your truest feelings for him and work on
tionship. Now thatyou have decided youwantmore, it sounds time
your self—image. If it‘s truly important to you, as
as ifyou desire him to change overnight. Chances ofhim mak— itstrengthening
seems to be with him, the relationship that you guys have
ing drastic changes is like winning the lottery. Basically, until begun
to form will hold its awn over time. However, keep in
hebecomes comfortable withhis sexuality and mate selection, mind that
foryoutogetto where you are emotion—
he will continue to do what feels comfortable, what is, "ac— ally. Equallyittookyears
will take some time for you to gain the confi—
ceptable" to his employer and what causes him less grief in dence neededso,toitsustain
a meaningfuland lasting relationship.
the long run.
:
You have to ask yourself if you are willing to continue in a .As the old saying goes, "Rome was not built in a day."
relationship that appears to be at odds with your own wants Former Memphian J. Shane Wilson has a master‘s degree in the
and desires. I suggest you communicate your feelings to him counseling field from The University of Memphis and is presently
openlyandhonestly. Whoknows,hemightjustsurpriseusboth. employed
in thefield. Theopinions expressedare not necessarily those
Hemaybe equallyconfused and frustrated with his need to act of the magazine.
For serious problems, seek professional help. Send
as strangers in public. After hearing his response to your con— questions to Family
& Friends, P.O. Box 771948, Memphis, TN
cerns, you will be in a better position to make a decision.
All in all, you have to decide where yourboundaries lie and, 38177—1948, or e—mail them to FamilyMag@aol.com.
towhatextentyou arewilling to goinordertohaveyour dream
boatreturntheaffection. However,ifafteryouhearhisresponse, _
you decide to stick it out, you will be well informed as to the Got an idea for Family & Friends?
dynamics of your relationship and can make any decision you
feel that would accommodate you, him or both.
Call us at (901) 682—2669 or
Dear Straight Up,
I am a23year old gay man and havebeen dating this won— e—mail us at Family
derful guy forseven months now. We met atwork. Last week
_

ie

gtMIGH' UP put not straight
By J. Suane Wirson
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eage as kings and queens in our own right," said Orin Johnson,
founder of the organization.
MGLCC‘s
The first organizational meeting will be held on Thursday,
Oct. 4, at 7 p.m. at Starbucks, located at 4465 Poplar. The agenda
COMMUNITY
CORNER
for that meeting will include an organizational overview, a dis—
cussion of the mission of the group and program planning.
"This organization will be a significant addition to the cur—
MGLCC elects 2001—2002 board of directors
rent offerings of the community center," said Len Piechowski,
The Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center (MGLCC)
a recently re—elected member—at—large. "Unfortunately, the com—
elected its 2001—2002 board of directors last month. Re—elected
munity center has not always enjoyed a supportive reputation
to the position of president was Jason Crockett. Also re—elected
in the minority communities, so we are honored to help spon—
were Angela Lamb as treasurer and Len Piechowski, Herb
sor this effort. If we are to truly be a community center, we must
Zeman and Tim Johnson as members—at—large. New faces to the
strive to tear down racial barriers and to be supportive of all
board include Darren Burns as vice—president, Robyn Johnson
members of the GLBT community.
as secretary, and B.]. Massengale, Daniel Cole, Joe Rasberry, and
Townhall meeting to introduce new group
Miki Zulewski as members—at—large. This new board has its
The MGLCC holds a town—hall meeting on the first Sunday of
hands full with a new building on the horizon and lots of pro—
each month. However, the town—hall meeting for September has
grams and activities to benefit the Memphis GLBT community.
been canceled due to the Labor Day Holiday weekend. The next
MGLCC sponsors group for "Twenty—something" adults
scheduled town—hall meeting is set for Sunday, Oct. 7, from 6 to 8
The MGLCC is answering a need in the Memphis GLBT com—
p.m. at Holy Trinity Community Church, 3430 Summer Avenue.
munity for a young adults support group, for men and women
Members of Alpha—Kappa—Alpha—Gamma will be the guest speak—
ages 20—29 years old.
"We recognize the tremendous contribution made by the ers at the October meeting. This is a newly—formed, local, all—gay
Memphis Area Gay Youth (MAGY) organization and are deeply group that provides volunteer services for charities.
Chance to socialize at monthly pot—luck
concerned by the lack of alternatives provided for our young
MGLCC also holds a monthly pot—luck on the third Thurs—
adults as they pass the age limit for that organization," said
day of the month. The next pot—luck is set for Thursday, Sept.
Jason Crockett, recently re—elected president of MGLCC.
20, at Holy Trinity Community Church, 3430 Summer Avenue.
"After speaking with leaders and members of similar ‘twenty—
Those attending should bring an entree or a dessert, as well as
something‘ organizations in cities such as Atlanta, San Diego,
a $3 donation; if you haven‘t time to cook or stop for some—
Pittsburgh and Cleveland," explained Darren Burns, MGLCC
vice—president and coordinator of this effort, "I‘m excited about _ thing, a $6 donation is requested. For more information, call
the MGLCC Switchboard at (901) 324—4297.
"e prospect of this organization existing here. The twenty—some—
Entertainment Books used as fundraiser by MGLCC
‘ng groups in other cities are meeting regularly to have ‘rap
The MGLCC will sell copies of the popular Entertainment
sessions‘ about issues that effect their age group. The groups are
2002 Coupon Book from Sept. 1 through Dec. 1, with all proceeds
flourishing and are involved in activities such as volunteerism,
community service and politics, as well as social activities like benefiting the programs of MGLCC.
Entertainment coupon books contain literally hundreds of
boating, sporting events, movies, camping and so on.
coupons for everything, including fine dining restaurants, fast
"I wish a similar program had existed when I was twenty—
something," Burns continued. "Frequently, we hear our young food restaurants, movies, sporting events, recreational activi—
ties, hotels and special attractions. Books are available for not
adults complain of boredom, loneliness and lack of activities
and interaction with people within their age groups, outside of only Memphis, but for cities all across the U.S. and Canada.
The books for Memphis cost $20 each. To place an order, call An—
the bar scene. This will be a great alternative!"
gela Lamb at (901) 324—4297; email MemphisGayCenter@yahoo.com
The first meeting of the twenty—something group will be
or go online to Entertainment.com where you can enter MGLCC‘s
Tuesday, Sept. 4, at 7:30 p.m. at Starbucks Coffee Shop, located
account number #660847.
at 4465 Poplar Avenue. Scheduled topics for discussion are or—
ganizational and leadership structure, permanent meeting times
and the planning of future events. Anyone between the ages of
20 and 29 is welcome to attend.
For more information, contact Burns at (901) 857—5224 or
email him at darrenburns66@aol.com.
MGLCC offers support for GLBT persons of color
The Rameses Empowerment and Prevention Alliance (REPA)
will be an organization designed to educate gay men and women
of color about the unique issues facing the community. In particu—
lar, it will focus on topics concerning improved self—esteem and
self—awareness, HIV prevention and testing, and support services.
"As Memphis is historically named after the major port—of—
call of Egypt, the name Rameses was selected for this organiza—
tion to signify the social, economic and political influence that
gay people of color have in the city of Memphis and our lin—
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Free HIV tests being offered without needles

Reach More Than 12,500 Readers
Advertise in Family & Friends
Call (901) 682—2669

ame

phis HIV Family Care Network, Roche Pharmaceuticals, Mem—
phis and Shelby County Health Department, Friends For Life
Corporation, New Directions Inc., Memphis Regional Planned
Parenthood, First Congregational Church and the Cooper—
Young Business Association.

Buns on the Run
from page 25

ily

Now is your chance to get not only a free HIV test but one
that doesn‘t involve needles!
\ Get "In The Know!" at the Cooper Young Festival on Satur—
day, Sept. 15, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. (raindate: Sunday, Sept. 16).
The testing site will be located at First Congregational Church,
1000 South Cooper.
This test, considered as accurate as HIV blood tests, is called
the OraSure method and is a simple, non—invasive oral test. A
cotton swab is used to obtain a sample of saliva for the test.
According to Preston Archer, outreach education coordinator
for Memphis HIV Family Care Network, all testing is confiden—
tial and is done through a bar—code system; names are not used.
Participants will be asked to return to the same location at First
Congregational Church in one week, either for a day appoint—
ment or a night appointment, to receive their test results.
This free public service is sponsored by Agouron
Pharmecuticals, St. Jude Children‘s Research Hospital, Mem—

tioned at first are all available as whole cakes or in large quan—
tities for those special treats and occasions, requiring a two—day
order time.
Buns on the Run is careful to point out all non—meatitems on its
menu with a heart, aware that not everyone has the same appetite.
"Welcome to Buns on the Run. Our goalis to greet you with
a friendly smile, serve you freshly—prepared items and all within
a price range you can afford. Enjoy! (signed) Pam/Sharon." We
couldn‘t have said it better ourselves — that sums up Buns on
the Run.
Buns on the Run‘s hours of operation are 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Mondays and 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. The
restaurant is closed on Sundays. For more information, call (901)
278—2867.

Mad Dog service Company
COMPLETE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
FOR THAT SPECIAL AREA IN YOUR YARD

Licensed & Insured
Thacy Clark
Owner
(901) 722—5845 Office (901) 496—9551 Cell.
Now Accepting: mms
F 3
"YOU‘VE TRIED THE REST NOW TRY THE BEST"

|
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GQGUOTE
quOoTE ... UN
By Rex Woexner

"I have been disappointed in almost everything he has done."
—Former U.S. President Jimmy Carter on George W. Bush,
to the Columbus Ledger—Enquirer, as reported by the Associ—
3
ated Press, July 25.
"Now I don‘t have to say it anymore, people do know I‘m gay,
and I can just get back to whatI do. It‘s all about funny this time."
— Ellen DeGeneres on her upcoming CBS sitcom "The
Ellen Show," to the Television Critics Association, July 25.

as
gensNyes a

"I‘m sure they could. There were two really big groups in Eu—
rope, Boyzone and Caught In The Act, and they (had gay mem—
bers) in the groups (who) came out and it was a surprise to every—
one and I was like, ‘Who cares?‘ If one of us were gay, big deal. If
one of us is, maybe we‘re just not talking about it. And that‘s not
saying we are. It‘s just not something — we don‘t go into rehearsals
and say, ‘That was a really good note you hit, are you gay?"
—‘N Syne‘s Chris Kirkpatrick, asked by Canada‘s National Post
if a member of the pop—music group could be openly gay, July 14.
"The institution of marriage has not collapsed. None of the
dire predictions have come true. There was a big rhubarb, a lot
of fear—mongering, and now people realize there was nothing
to be afraid of."
— Vermont Gov. Howard Dean on the one—year anniversary
of Vermont‘s civil unions "gay marriage" law, to The New York
Times, July 31. Vermont officials have conducted 2,479 civil—
union ceremonies, 502 among Vermonters and 1,977 among out—
of—staters. Twice as many women as menhave tied the knot.
"Gay men — not because they‘re gay but because they are
men in an all—male subculture are almost certainly more sexu—
ally active with more partners than most straight men. (Straight
men would be far more promiscuous, I think, if they could get
away with it the way gay guys can.) Many gay men value this
sexual freedom more than the stresses and strains of monoga—
mous marriage (and I don‘t blame them)."
— Andrew Sullivan writing in The New Republic, Aug. 13.
"Whatever national and local gay organizations say or do,
to a large extent the movement toward social and legal equality
is inevitably a vast ‘do it yourself‘ movement ... the sum effect
of all those countless little daily interactions that we as gays
and lesbians have with other people every day and the slow,
subtle effect that has on them and their opinions."
— Syndicated gay press columnist Paul Varnell in an early

having the most churches per square mile and where it is still
‘legal to arrest two men caught having sex."
— The Miami Herald, Aug. 6.

"I‘m not going to charge people criminally for what they
thought was a consensual act between adults. We do not send
female officers into sports bars to come on to guys to see which
ones respond and then arrest them. We should not be sending
undercover decoys into homosexual—act areas to do exactly the
same thing."
— Wayne County, Michigan, Public Prosecutor Michael
Duggan, Aug. 6.
"I‘ve gotten a gazillion emails (since coming out publicly July
28) and it has blown me away. There has not been one punitive
remark. It renders me almost speechless. But I wanted to make
this statement. It was something I felt compelled to do, and ev—
erybody in the band has been so supportive. Now I can walk
shoulder to shoulder in Boys Town in Chicago and say ‘I‘m openly
gay like everyone else.‘ I feel like I‘ve finally come home."
— Styx bass player Chuck Panozzo to Montreal‘s Hour, Aug. 9.
"It‘s a cosmic joke that I‘m a lesbian because I understand
men so completely and women are a total mystery to me ...
Women are the most confusing, annoying people in the world."
= Lesbian comic/actress/singer Lea DeLaria to Los Ange—
les‘ Lesbian News, August issue.

"POZ (magazine) sought to ask (White House Office of Na—
tional AIDS Policy Director Scott) Evertz himself about his
views, but after many requests for an interview, the White House
press office refused, saying Evertz wouldn‘t be doing any me—
dia ‘for at least a couple of months‘ — the Bushies are no doubt
keeping him under wraps until they can drum the party line
i
into his head."
— POZ magazine, August issue.
"A lot of people have complaints about the bar scene and
how dominant that is in gay culture — about the consumerism
that seems to have swept gay life in the last 10 to 15 years. Many
other people, especially of my age, have complaints against the
all—embracing attitude of younger gays and lesbians of what
appears to be conservative mainstream styles of living without
really analyzing why they‘re doing it or what it means."
— Gay author Felice Picano to Genre magazine, August issue.

Quotes compiled by Rex Wockner, who has reported news for the
gay press since 1985. His work has appeared in more than 200 gay
publications. He has a B.A. in journalism from Drake University,
"Being gay or lesbian —a ‘chi—chi‘ man/ gyal or a ‘battyman‘
started his career as a radio reporter, and has written extensively for
=is the ultimate sin in Jamaica, an island paradise so steeped in
the mainstream media as well.
.
of
title
Records
religion that it holds the Guinness Book of World

August filing.
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function such as this? Thank you.
We are not Cheap just Broke
Ask

Lam

by Lam Medallion
Dear Lam,
y partner and I are going to Cali—
fornia for a wedding. We live in
New York. My question is this: When trav—
eling for a function, which will cost us
quite a bit of money, what is an appropri—
ate gift? Neither my partner nor I can re—
ally afford a trip at this point, but these are
dear friends and we really do want to share
the day with them. What is the proper pro—
. tocol regarding a gift when traveling to a

time to choose such a delightful gift. Its
value should not lie in its price tag. It
should make no difference if you buy it at
Tiffanys or Lechters. Its value does not
become greater because you spent more.
It only costs more. Remember that, darling.
Now, to me, the real question at hand
is this: why do you want to spend all of
the time, money and effort of going to a
wedding where you feel your presence
will only be valued if it arrives with a
check for $300, as well? These "friends"
seem like the type we all know so well. I
call them the greedy, grabby, gluttonous,
malicious, oily, pretentious and scatologi—
cal sort of people. They are the ones who
will talk about the "piddling" donation
you made to a charity, not about the hours
you spend volunteering. They are the
ones who like to mention the cost of a
dress in casual conversation, knowing
with assuredness it is greater than your
weekly salary. Or the price of their gym
membership with personal training ses—
sions knowing full well that you have just
canceled your membership to the YMCA
due to lack of funds. Or the fee for their
parking garage, which is substantially
greater than your rent, or the tip to the
hairdresser who dyed her roots when you
feel indulgent buying the $8.99 bottle of
L‘Oreal, or the exclusivity of their coun—
try club, plastic surgeon and private
school for their children. Let me assure

Dear thoughtful friend,
W hat a wonderful, thoughtful
question. Let me say this: I ad—
mire your spirit. Just the fact that you
want to share in your friends‘ happiness
should be a most treasured gift. I know a
lot of people who would skip the expense
and planning for travel and in its stead
send $100 and call it quits. I know your
heart is in the right place. But because you
even pose your question leads me to be—
lieve that you fear your "friends" will not
accept your presence, as well, your pre—
sents. And that is a shame.
What is considered proper gift—giving
etiquette today is nothing but absolute,
unadulterated twaddle. I hear conversa—
tions such as this: "Well, the bride and
bridegroom are paying $150 a plate for
their reception, so we should give $300 to
attend as a couple." This, my friends, is
unbalanced, harebrained and just plain
wacky. When giving a gift, it should be
something that is thoughtful, tasteful and
something that you want them to have. Do
you hear what I am telling you, darling?
If you find a most delightful teapot that
your friends would enjoy, give them a
most delightful teapot to enjoy. Its cost
should be of no significance to you or the
bride. What should be of the utmost sig—
nificance to the bride is that you took the

See

A‘sk‘ Lam, page 35

WIN A PAIR OF TICKETS TO SEE HALEY‘S COMET!

Family & Friends & The Cultural Development Foundation of

The winner will receive 2
tickets to see Haley‘s Comet
starring John Amos at The
Germantown Performing
Arts Centre on either Oct. 4
or 5, 2001! Those emailing
entries need to put "Haley‘s
Comet" in the subject box.

r-q---

Memphis Is Giving Away A Pair of Tickets To See Haley‘s Comet!
Entries must be postmarked by Sept. 26, 2001 I
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Phone: (
— HC
A

Zip:
)
Return this coupon to:

P.O. Box 771948, Memphis, TN 38177—1948
or email to FamilyMag@aol.com

September 2001

Ask Lam
from page 34

you, it is these people who are ill—mannered, ill—bred and disre—
spectful. Good manners are the tools we use to make all feel
comfortable and welcome. Their behavior is shabby, shameful,
shady and shoddy.
My suggestion and advice: choose one of the three below:
1. Spend the fortune it costs to go to this wedding bringing
with you the plate fee for the reception and feel manipulated,
crappy about yourself and go into hock.
2. Go to the wedding, offering your support, friendship and
good wishes and perhaps a small thoughtful gift that you love,
if it is in the budget, and feel under—appreciated and cheap,
having it pare away at your fragile ego and meager wages.
~3. Send a check for $100 and call it quits.
Do you hear what I am telling you, darling?

Got a question for Lam? Write to Lam Medallion c/o Family
& Friends, P.O. Box 771948, Memphis, TN 38177—1948. Lam‘s
column is meant for entertainment purposes only.

Only

Sunday, August 26 e Panel Discussion
(Following the performance}
"Is it a masterpiece or is it Barbecue sauce?"
David McCarthy— professor at Rhodes College — Kaywin Feldman — Director of
Brooks Museum, Jay Kamm — Director of the Dixon Art Gallery, Leslie Lubers —
Directorof the University of Memphis Art Museum, Jay Etkin — owner of Jay
Etkin Art Gallery, David Hall — art critic for The Memphis Flyer, as well as staff
members from the Memphis College of Art.
Playhouse on the Square
August 24 — September 23
(901) 726—4656
Starring Michael Detroit, Dave Landis, Ken Zimmerman
Sponsored by Gene and Carol Katz;
Younger Associates Market Research
Season Media Sponsos: Time Warner Communications and WKNO—FM
Media Sponsor: WKNO—TV

a few dates

remain for Nunsense

Nunsense takes the stage at The Circuit Playhouse, 1705 Pop—
§
lar Avenue, now through Sept. 9.
This hilarious musical comedy follows five nuns as they at—
tempt to stage a musical variety show on the set of an eighth
grade production of Grease. The sisters need to raise funds to
bury four of their dead sisters, that is, before the New Jersey
Board of Health throws them all in jail for storing the bodies in
a freezer!
Despite the strange and tragic loss of half of their con—
vent, the Mother Superior, Sister Mary Regina, and her fel—
low nuns, Sister Mary Hubert, Sister Robert Anne, Sister Mary
Amnesia and Sister Mary Leo, are surprisingly lively, charm—
ing, witty and delightful. The good sisters provide a refresh—
ing look into the lives of nuns that goes way beyond conven—

BOGIE‘S

DELICATESSEN
2098 LaSalle
Memphis, TN 38104
(901) 272—0022

tional standards.
Based on real nuns from the Order of the Little Sisters of
Hoboken in Hoboken, N.J., author Dan Groggin wrote this now—
classic musical comedy in the hopes of sharing with audiences
everywhere what he grew up to know as "the humor of the nun."
Nunsense is directed and choreographed by Kevin Shaw and
features Ann Marie Hall as Mother Superior Sister Mary
Regina and Carla McDonald as Sister Robert Anne. The cast
also includes Nora Ottley Stillman, Rebecca DeVries and
i
Rebecca Gibel.
Showtimes for Nunsense are 8 p.m. Thursdays through Sat—
§
urdays and 2 p.m. on Sundays.
Tickets are $18 for adults, $16 for seniors, $12 for students
and military personnel and $10 for children under 18.
For more information or to make reservations, call The Cir—
cuit Playhouse Box Office at (901) 726—4656.

Featuring Boar‘s Head meats & cheeses

7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday — Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday
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Census

report

counts

R4 AJNITA
MANAEGINE EeDitor..
Well, the final figures are in and the 2000 U.S. Census reported
there are a significant number of households headed by same—sex
couples in the United States. Approximately 600,000 same—sex,
unmarried partner households were counted in the 2000 census.
However, it has been noted, even by the U.S. Census bu—
reau, there is a strong probability that this figure is actually lower
than it should be due to how the questions were presented and
answered in the 2000 census. We understands that the U.S. Cen—
sus is working on correcting this problem for the 2010 Census.
In particular, some of those not counted in the 595,392 same—
sex household figures are those that live with a same—sex part—
ner in the same home but indicated on the census either that
they were single or that they were married, referring to their
same—sex partner as their spouse.
"These statistics document better than ever before the exist—
ence of same—sex families," Paula Ettelbrick, National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force family policy director said. "However, they
only tell part of the story. Imagine how high the numbers would
be if single gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people were
counted, if those in relationships but not living in the same
household were counted and if every same—sex couple felt com—
fortable disclosing their status on a government form."
Although some GLBT organizations have issued press re—
leases comparing the 1990 and 2000 census figures for same—
sex households and reporting percentage increases of up to 1600

same—sex

couples

percent, the U.S. Census has noted on its reports that such a
comparison is not reliable.
"The release of data ... from the 2000 census has brought with
it a number of analyses documenting change that has occurred
since the last census was conducted in 1990," wrote the U.S.
Census Bureau on its website at www.census.gov. "While many
of the variables and processes between the two censuses are
comparable, some are not, and direct comparison of some esti—
mates may lead to misleading conclusions. This note discusses
one such topic, that of ‘unmarried partners,‘ and advises that
for some analyses — those involving unmarried same—sex part—
ners — direct comparison of the 1990 and 2000 estimates is not
substantively valid."
California tops the list with 42,524 lesbian couples and 49,614
gay couples for a total of 92,138 reported same—sex households.
The least number of same—sex households were reported in
North Dakota with 343 lesbian couples and 360 gay couples for
a total of 703 reported same—sex households.
Most notable to the readers of Family & Friends, the 2000 cen—
sus reports 5,099 lesbian couples and 5,090 gay couples for a to—
tal of 10,189 same—sex households in Tennessee; 2,523 lesbian
couples and 2,251 gay couples for a total of 4,774 same—sex house—
holds in Mississippi and 2,247 lesbian couples and 2,176 gay
couples for a total of 4,423 same—sex households in Arkansas.
In Vermont, where civil unions between same—sex couples
are legal, the figures show 1,171 lesbian couples plus 762 gay
couples for a total of 1,933 same—sex households.
The figures, by state, from most to least, is provided on the
opposite page.

Turandot
Place: Orpheum Theatre
When: Oct. 6 and 9
Tickets: $10 to $70

FAMILY
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Camp Sister Splrlt
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Feminist Education/Cultural Retreat
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Groups/individuals welcome.
i word or deed.
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.|n
Clean/sober, no violence
Bunk house, sleep cabins, 120 acres,

library, walking trails, RV hook ups.
CSS, Box 12, Ovett, MS 39464
www.rainbowpridery.net/css
&
a
sisterspir@aol.com
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Charles Hill
from page 7
(police officers) have to take it seriously.
"And this applies not to just the GLBT community," Hill explained.
"Even with the Neighborhood Watch (Hill is the Neighborhood Watch
coordinator for the West Precinct) we urge them to call for non—emer—
gency situations. There should be no barriers. We are city employees
like everyone else. (Citizens) should feel comfortable (even) calling
supervisors if they perceive something is wrong.
Hill‘s long term goal is to break down barriers; improve the
comfort level individuals have with the police, and encourage
people to come forward and complain without fear of retribution.
"Continue dialogue and shedding light will break down the
barriers," Hill said explaining his strategy. "(We) tear down
walls by communication. And if people complain, with or without
names, we will investigate.
"I just want people to be less skidish," he continued. "I am
tired of conspiracy theories. All these rumors of what happens,
such as the police beating up people, it‘s not true. Our problem
is people talk among themselves but don‘t tell the police de—
partment directly. Don‘t be afraid to approach us and tell us
there is something wrong."
"We all need to be singing from the same sheet of music,"
Hill concluded. Hill and/or Cole can be reached at the MPD
West Precinct at (901) 274—7012.

95

emphi TN
Memphis,

dimfum "*
thenjome.

"BEST NEW RESTAURANT, BEST
DESSERT, BEST BUSINESS LUNCH"
t TOP 3 MEMPHIS FLYER BEST OF F MEMPHIS
Private Party Room Available

Dine in, Delivery, Carry—out
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS « MONDAY — FRIDAY
11:30 AM — 2 PM
SUNDAYS e ALL YOU CAN EAT DIM SUM
NOON — 8 PM
MONDAYS « ALL ASIAN BEERS « $2.25
OPEN MON — THURS 11:30 AM — 10 PM « FRI & SAT
11:30 AM —11 PM « SUNDAYS — NOON — 8 PM
TIOH DNIHdS — SOISSVYTO NVISY — Sav

918 — anos OS

918 + dNOS OSIW + dAOS HNOS 8 LOH

903 South Cooper

= SNOQLNOM — ST10H 993 — 4914 3141 +

& HOT & SOUR SOUP + MISO SOUP — BIG SALADS « FRIED RICE « EGG ROLLS + WONTON

5:01- STICKERS « WONTONS + SPRING ROLLS + HOT & SOUR SOUP —
American

Tuxedo

Free Groom‘s
Tuxedo Program
Over 100 Styles
Available

. — Discounts on
Invitations
*~
Eveni3 ngs
open
and Sundays
4
Best

Place

in

Town ....‘
Guaranteed!
www.americantuxedos.com
+4730 Riverdale

4722 Poplar Avenue

(across from Wal—Mart)

(next to Sekisui)

901—753—8897

901—761—2848
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REEL TWISTED
By Laine McNeil
boy struggles with self—acceptance and
It‘s been a long time since I‘ve seen a
the other struggles to deal with the pain
film that made me think for a period oftime
of being institutionalized for his homo—
longer than what it takes to rewind the tape
sexuality, and the forgiveness needed to
and place itback in its respective cover, but
begin
healing.
... and then came summer did just that.
While
filmically I wouldn‘t call ... and
Due to be released on home video
then
came
summer
a great film, as the story
and DVD Tuesday, Aug. 28, Jeff
drags too much, the story it seeks to tell
London‘s ... and then came summer is the
brings back memories of coming out to
story of a vacation and reunion of fam—
ourselves and how our families dealt
ily and friends that becomes unforget—
with the news once we came to terms
table when two teenage boys discover
with who we really and truly are. A note
their feelings for one another.
here though: many of those who see the
Although the film gets off to a re—
film will find one family member‘s reac—
markable slow start, taking 44 minutes
tion to the news a bit unrealistic, as only
to establish the characters and their re—
"The Brady Bunch" would have taken the
lationships to one another, it proves to,
news in such stride so quickly.
at the very least, display a depth of raw
For more information on ... and then
emotion rarely seen in a first, non—
came
summer, visit it‘s website at
student—produced independent film.
www.andthencamesummer.com; visit
Writer, producer, director London‘s
previous work was a student film, The Judgement Road, which the production company, 10% Productions‘ website at
won a regional Best Drama Award from the Academy of Televi— www.1Opercent.com or call toll—free (888) 650—5963. The film is
sion Arts and Sciences in 1996. This film, ... and then came sum— available for order at INZ & OUTZ or Star Search Video.
mer, is a re—adaptation of The Judgement Road.
But, back to the emotion, which is definitely the film‘s stron—
gest point.
There are two storylines going on in ... and then came summer,
one centered around the two teenage boys, David and Seth (Jesse
Patrick and Matthew Smith, respectively), and the other around
David‘s dad, Brian (J.F. Davis), and his childhood friend, Todd
(Jeremy Douglas).
While the second storyline is barely interesting, it does pro—
vide some very needed insight and character exposition since
Brian is David‘s father and Todd is Seth‘s older brother.
But, it is the storyline of the two teenagers that elicits the
rawest of emotions as the pair struggle to come to terms with
their feelings for each other and coming out, not only to their
family members, which for David also means his younger
brother, Ricky (Anthony J. Dominguez), who idolizes him, but
to themselves, as well.
Here‘s a quick synopsis ... Brian brings his sons, David
and Ricky, back to his childhood hometown where his aunt,
Lillian (Phyllis Rodenberger), still lives. Brian reunites with
his childhood friend, Todd, and his younger brother, Seth,
who lives with him since Todd‘s wife died. David and Seth
strike up an immediate friendship (at their first meeting there
is a look no one should be able to miss), which later evolves
into something more.
After more than 45 minutes, the story finally gets interesting
as the boys let their feelings for each other come full circle after
having too much to drink at a party. What follows, at first, seems
a
like a blossoming relationship, butsoon turns to self—question—
ing, doubt and a whole host of feelings and emotions as one From left, Jesse Petrick (David) and Mathieu Smith (Seth).
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Library to close temporarily September‘9
TheMemphis/ShelbyCountyPublicLibrary&Information
residents
to say goodbye to the old library. Dignitaries will be
Centerismovinginto
its
newCentralLibrarythis
fall.
To
pre—
onhand
andrefreshmentswillbeserved.
for the move, the present main library, located at 1850 untilthegrandopeningofthenewCentralLibraryinNovember.
Mainlibrarycollectionswillbenotaccessiblefromtheclosingdate
+_ pare
PeabodyAvenue,mustbeclosed.Thelastdayofserviceatthis
locationwillbeSunday,
Sept. atthePeabodylocation,
9.
However, the other 22 librarybranches will be open; LINC,
The
last
hourofoperation
onSun—
thelibrary‘stelephoneinformationandreferralagencywillstill
day,Sept.9,from4to5p.m.,willfeatureapublicpartyforarea beavailablesevendaysaweekat(901)
725—8895,andthelibrary
websiteatwww.memphislibrary.lib.tn.uswillstillbeupandrun—
ningwithlinkstolibraryinformationand
databaseresources.
For
more
information
about
the
move
Distinctive Nature Photography Library, callLINC at(901) 725—8895. to the new Central
Joseph Robert Pfeiffer
One More Wall
Cibachrome, Matted, Signed,
frompage 8
Limited Numbered Prints
thing,"Gatewoodexplained.
"Weareinvitingallofthegaybars
For Brochure
andbusinessestoparticipateandpurchaseaspotonthewall."
Ifyou
can‘tmakeittothepartybutwould
like todonateto
Telephone: 901—272—1207
this
fundraiser,
you
can
send
a
check
made
payable
to Trent
your
choice
ofone
ofthe
three
charities
to:
OneMore,ATTN:
Website: www.LandPub.com
Gatewood,2117Peabody,Memphis,TN
38104.
Formoreinformation, call (901) 278—MORE.
PARTY WITH US AFTER 3 A.M. DONT FORGET B.Y.0.B
MEMPHIS
DRAG SHOW EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT
Bri‘ LeBlanc, Joann, Simply Vonna & Guest
Showtime 3:30 a.m.
#> SUNDAY
POOL TOURNAMENT 7 rM. 50¢ DRAFT
J#» MONDAY
BOXER NIGHT
>
9 P.M. — MIDNIGHT $1.50 DOMESTIC BEER
J# TUESDAY

KARAOKE NIGHT
10:30 P.M. UNTIL 4 A.M.

J# WEDNESDAY

TOPS OFF
10_P.M.-2 A.M.

—» THURSDAY

f

$1.50 DOMESTIC BEER

DART TOURNAMENT

$ PM. 50¢ DRAFT

1268 Mapison Avenue

AMATEUR NIGHT (au ewrertaimers wercome

(901) 125—1909

SHOW TIME 10:30 P.M.
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MEN

ARE

BROTHERS‘

/::

— James A. Baldwin 1924—1987

ison

IN

MEMORY

OF

OUR

a

BROTHERS

Shelton D‘Juan Johnson
7/16/70 — 01/01

Diamond Demco Stewart

|

4/10/77 —02/01

Alexander Reed III
11/20/72 —06/01

Bryan Samuel Brown
8/19/73 — 07/01

Marcus Markey Cole
12/16/76 — 05/01

ppg

f
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Professionally Speaking

Make Tax Relief Act of 2001 work for you
tentiontoorthenewmaximum
annualcontributionlimitstoTra—
RY CAREN SHEP
ditional
Roth
IRA
and
401(k)
plans. Not "catch—up"
only are contribu—
tions
increased,
you
may
make
additional
contri—
wRITER
butions
—
$500
for
2002
through
2005,
to
a
Traditional
or
Roth
By
now
you‘ve
probably
heard
about
the
Tax
Relief
Act
of
IRA
and
$1,000
extra
in
2002,
to
a
401(k).
2001,
the sweeping
magnitude
ofthe legislation
and, you may In addition, you may make catch—up contributions to both
even
have
read
the
detailed
laundry
list
of
changes.
Yes, the tage
IRAsofandsalarydeferral
plansinthesame
year.youTakingadvan—
scopeYes,itcouldprovideyou
of thenew legislation withtax
is enormous.
these higher limits
—
particularly
if
only recently
began
to
save
—
could
provide
a sub—
savingsandnewfinancialplanning
stantial
boost
to
your
retirement
sav—
opportunities.
But,
in
light
of
these
ings,
even
if
contributions
are
non—de—
changes,now?
whatHere
actions
should
you beto
ductible.
taking
are
a
few
things
consider and somesuggestions thatmay
EstateofPlanning
helpmakethenewplanworkto
your
ad—
The
amount
assets
you willwith—be
vantage.
permitted
to
pass
to
a
beneficiary
outincurring
(federal)inestatetaxliabilityin—
Tax
Planning
creases
to
$1
million
2002,
(gradually
in—
Federal
income
tax
rates
are
reduced
for
creasing
to
$3.5
million
in
2009).
And
fed—
all taxpayersyouretroactively
toextra
Jan. cash
1, 2001.
eral
estate and generation
skipping
taxes
Whatwill
do
with
this
(GST)willberepealed
in2010.
Betweennow
inyourpaycheck?
Becausealower
and then, take full advantage of the phase—
taxstructureisbeingphasedin,
inchanges.Astheselawsareextremelycom—
now
is the timepackages,
to review your
plex,
you should consult with your tax and
compensation
employee
legaladvisors.Reviewlegaldocumentssuch
stockoptionprogramsandretirementplans.
Talk
aspowerofattorneyto
wills, trusts, titlingdeterminehowthese
of assets and your
withyourfinancialconsultant
aboutyourinvestmentport—
folio and other tax—saving strategies you might consider. De—
changesaffectyourindividualsituation.A
terminingwhateffectthenewincometaxstructuremighthave
littleestateplanning
nowassets
couldgiveyour
loved onespiece
of
onthe your
finances
now
could
save
you
substantial
dollars
in
mind
and
help
transfer
to
your
designated
beneficia—
future.
ries in a tax—efficient manner.
C=
EducationPlanning
KarenbeenSheaa licensed
isafinancialco
nsultant
withsinceSalomon
Smith Barney
EducationIRAannualcontributionlimitsincreasefrom$500
andhas
investment
broker
1976.
perchild
to $2,000
annualmaximum
perchildstartingin2002.
Salomon Smith
Barneydoes
notprovidetaxorlegaladvice.Please
Ifyou
have
younger
children,
consider
this
option
first.
In
ad—
consultyour
tax
and/or
legaladvisorforsuch
guidance.
dition,
these
funds
may
now
be
used
for
elementary
and
sec—
ondaryofthe
education
expenses,
and
the tax—freetodistribution
pro—
vision
Education
IRAs
are
notsubject
the
sunset
pro—
visionsofthis taxact.Youca
ntaketax—freeequipment,
distributionsf
orthe
purchaseofan
ycomputer
technologyor
including
educational software and Internetaccess services.
You can also
usethedistributionsforuniforms,transportatio
n,extended—day
programs, academic tutoring,
books and supplies in addition
totuition,roomandboard,
atpublic,privateorreligiousschools
offeringelementaryorsecondaryeducation.Anyfundsremain—
_
ing
in
the
account
can
be
applied
to
college
without
taxes
or
penalties.timeSo,toifreconsider.
you‘ve never considered an Education IRA, it
maybe
eeo
Retirement
Ifyou are a Baby Boomer age50Planning
or older, payparticular at—
E
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speak, read
"Some poems, like The Twisted Mirror
sion was
founded
asinaNew
writers‘York,"collective
orAIDS,TheEarlyYearswerewrittenwith
back
in
1986,
here
James
James continued,
told
Family
& Friends,
"by writersDonald
like otherpeopleinmind,"
"butIwasabletoimaginemyselfinthose
Daniel
Garrett,
Colin
Robinson,
Woods,AssottoSaintandothers.
.I.found
I‘dal— otherpeoples‘shoesenoughtomaketheir
experiences
myown
. .inEven
when I‘mI
ways
written,
so,
in
1988,
when
just
sitting
on
the
train
the
morning,
outaboutawriter‘sgroupthatcateredto
to become
for a moment
theIt sounds
people
blackgaymen,Iwasreallyexcited
. . Sit— trythathave
caughtmy
attention.
tinginworkshopswithAssottoSaint,and
but I think
I‘veway—puttingmy—
learned a lot just
others — men who didn‘t pull punches funny,
by
connecting
in
that
whenitcametocommentary—gavemea
selfbehindotherpeople‘seyes. It‘smade
whole
new. OtherCountriesandthewrit—
way to look at and receive meawholelotlessjudgmental,andmore
criticism.
existenialistic
at the same time. So,
ersImettherehelpedgivemethehumil—
RodneyDildy,inastateofadvancedHIV—
itytoeditandthecouragetopublish.The
related
illness,stayed
headedwithtomeKeller‘s
Bar in
groupnurturedmeinawaythatnoother
Manhattan,
and
became
group
ever
has."
The Early Years. And the anony—
And itiscritiques
evidentthatJames
did listen AIDS:
mousmaninthetunnelinProspectPark,
toderthose
and
honed
hisskillun—
fellatioin theondark,became
every man that
theCountries.
wings of his fellow writers of performing
approached
him
The
OtherLyricisabookofpoetrythatcaptures,
Twisted
Mirror.
I
could
and
can
easily
imagineattimes,
myselfmakes
on mymeknees
there.cry."And
notjustthe emotions,
but
theman.life James‘
experi— that,
wantto
ences
of
one
work
is fulltheofreality
not justofemo—
In oneof poem,
Exile,
you
hearland/the
lostness
a
young
man:
"In
this
tion
but
the
mynothing/except
parents have taken
me/I
am
moment,
expressed elo— where
close
to
the
Earth..."
quentlyandsimply,inwords
whyhewas
"lost."
that
cantoward
move thethecoldest
of James"Weexplains
lived
in
a
Jamaican
household
hearts
written
regardless
of
the
fact
that
we
lived said
in a
form
known
as
the
poem.
Family&FriendsaskedJames
‘tenement
in
Paterson,
N.J.,"
James
his heritage
. . "I was born
in
how
muchintooftheLyric
isanda explaining
Kingston,
Jamaica,
the
youngest
of
five.
glimpse
past
MyfamilymovedtoAmericawhenIwas
presentofG.WinstonJames.
three andfor
themostpart neverlooked
"...I‘d
be
lying
if
I
didn‘t
say,
as
I
do
in
the
poem
The
back.
Untilnow.
"Exile"Itisisabout
myin mylifeadulthood
now," he con—
Lost
Boy, that ‘all of .it"Lyric
was tinued.
only
that
me,‘Jamesanswered
I‘ve
realized
how
much
I‘ve
been
miss—
isjourney
reallyfrom
and birth
truly toabout
a
. . In 1989, I finally went back to Ja—
deathin ing
maicaasa22—yearoldandfeltverymuch
and
all
the
experiences
the
tourist, staying in hotels and beach
between.Myjourney.I‘mnot
resorts.Ihadnothingyettoanchormeto
physicallydeadyet,butIbe—
It‘shaveonlydualthiscitizenship.
year that I Ilearned
lieve
thatwe
diewe‘re
a whole
lotto Jamaica.
that
I
can
stayed
ofrest.timesEvery
before
laid
with
mybrothernear
Kingston
this
time
time
we
make
a
and
visited
the
birthplaces
of
both
my
newstartafterabadfall,ina
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event ornot.I experienced the

Noted poet G. Winston James to

RY ANITA hnoyYT
MANAGING EDITOR
G.WinstonJamesistheauthorofLyric:
PoemsAlonga
BrokenRoad,whichwasre—
leased
in
June, 2000...
Lyric,
a
Grapevinepressrelease,
isone
ofthefew
full—length
collections
of poetry
by ana
African—American
gay
male
in
nearly
decade
andLiteraryAward
was nominatedforPoetry.
for the 2000
Lambda
Lyric,of theJamescollection,
said, quoting
thekeeping
title
poem
is
about
aAIDScrisis),
history of this"Sothatintheend,Godwill
time (in the midst of the
remember
howcollection
we happened."
Thisfirst
addsJames‘
namein—
tovolved
the distinguished
list
of
writers
with and nurtured by Other
Countries,theNewYork—basedgayBlack
artists"Other
collective.
Countries: Black Gay Expres—

G.Winston James
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from page 43
gardless, finally I felt like I had come back home. I‘m still pull—
ing the pieces together — ending the exile."
\_
James‘ love and attraction for other men also is part of the
reality that he shares with his readers.
"I didn‘t own my homosexuality until I was about 19. I‘d
had experiences with other males ... but all of that seemed purely
physical ... The reality of loving a man, though, came at 19 in
Guadalajara, Mexico, before I fully realized what had happened
or that it was even possible.
When James is not studying the world around him or put—
ting his experiences down on paper, he loves to dance.
"Dancing ... is in by blood," James commented. "Withoutit,
I might have found no way to connect with the world. Anyone
who knows me knows that I go to a different place on the dance
floor. I sweat and strip off my clothes, and see rhythms and

don‘t notice people. In those moments I think I‘m beautiful and
liquid and it hardly matters whether others agree."
Actually, that rhythm of the dance is likewise seen in the
harmony of his poetry.
Several of James‘ poems reflect an intimate knowledge of HIV/
AIDS. He explained to Family & Friends the degree of that intimacy.
"I came out during the ‘Age of AIDS,"" James explained. "I‘ve
known little else than the limits it causes us to impose. I‘ve
known a whole bunch of people who‘ve died. A few of whom I
wished I could have loved for a lifetime."
He explained how HIV/AIDS has actually been a positive
influence in his life.
"In the end, the reality of AIDS has made me unafraid," he
said. "I form attachments ... because I know that everything is
fading. I touch people so I will remember how they felt. I love
people so they will remember how I felt. Any pain I may feel
along the way is worth the job of living without fear. AIDS, car
See James, page 45
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from page 44
crashes, my aunt‘s Alzheimer‘s and funerals for seven—month
old babies have taught me to live my life, and to make those
deeper connections while people are here and present."
Since several of James‘ poems speak of the love and the pain of
his relationships, Family & Friends asked him what wisdom he would
impart to the new, young gay man as he walks out of the closet?
"First of all, I‘d say ‘Be careful,"" James replied. "But not just
about AIDS and STDs, but also about taking care to learn who
you are and what you really want. Don‘t let organizations or
movements or lovers or fear pigeonhole you. If you think you‘re
attracted to both women and men, you probably are, and that‘s
fine. Explore it ... Try to find someone that‘ll let you experience
the whole of you ... Absolutely everything in love and life, in—
cluding the healthy processing of both joy and pain, is about
being comfortable in your own skin."
James examined relationships with women in his commu—
nity in Sister Love. Recalling the birth of this poem, James de—
scribed a moment after a reading when a lesbian sister he‘d
never met hugged him and sobbed on his shoulder, and said, "I
missed you, brother. And I didn‘t even know it."
James sees his poems as an accompaniment to all the
struggles that are life. Citing the words of poet and friend

Assotto Saint, James said he hopes Lyric will be seen as a "tri—
umph over silence, despair and death."
James is presently finishing up co—editing Other Countries‘
third anthology, Voices Rising. This edition will be the first to
include the work of black lesbian and trans writers.
"The anthology (getting writers‘ work honed and in print) is
one of the highest goals of the (Other Countries),"James concluded.

www.people.mémphis.edul~bga|a
VOICE MAIL: (901) 678—5719

WEBSITE:

BGALA
STUDENTS FOR BI—SEXUAL, GAY, AND
LESBIAN ASSOCIATION

SupportA Great Cause.
THE PUMPING STATION

Weekly Events
Mond Pool Tournament with Jeff Hardy
Import Night — $1 Off Imports and
Premium Beers

DJ Andrew — Patio Bar Open
Beer Bust and Buffet
Retro Afternoons (70‘s, 80‘s,
90‘s with DJ Record PLAYA,
formerly of Amnesia.)
Monday — Saturday HAPPY HOUR
$1.25 Domestic Long Necks 2—7 PM

1382 Poplar Ave : (901) 272—7600

Get Great Savings.
When you purchase an Entertainment® book, you‘re helping a great
cause and giving yourselfa valuable gift—half—offand two—for—one
savings all over town!
Want to have a nice meal out or see a good movie? How about 50%
offyour dry cleaning and discounts on video rentals? You can get all
these savings and support a great cause at the same time.
Everyone wins! Get your book today!
Contact: MELCC Only: $20
Or buy at entertainment.com and
enter account #: 660847
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Cafe Ole
2127 Young Avenue
(901) 274—1504

BARS & CLUBCE

Backstreet Memphis
2018 Court Street
(901) 276—5522

J—Wags
1268 Madison Avenue
(901) 725—1909

A One More
2117 Peabody
(901) 278—MORE
A The Pumping Station
1382 Poplar Avenue
(901) 272—7600

The Jungle
1474 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—4313
A Lorenz
1528 Madison Avenue
(901) 274—8272
Madison Flame
1588 Madison Avenue

Memphis Muddy Waters
1379 Lamar
(901) 276—0027
(not pictured on map)
~
For Bar Listings
Outside Memphis
See page (|

(901) 278—9839

RESTAURANTE
Twain‘s
(Inside Sam‘s Town Tunica)
(800) 456—0711
(Reservations suggested)
® Bogie‘s Delicatessen
2098 LaSalle Place (behind Paulette‘s)
(901) 272—0022

Chicago Steakhouse
(Inside Gold Strike Casino Resort)
(662) 357—1225
(Reservations suggested)

>o

A Crossroads 2
111 North Claybrook
(901) 276—8078

A N—Cognito
338 S. Front @ Vance
(901) 523—0599

lilly‘s dimsum thensome
903 South Cooper
(901) 276—9300

0

1278 Jefferson
(901) 276—8078

Cafe Society
212 North Evergreen
(901) 722—2177
(Reservations suggested)

Melange
948 South Cooper
(901) 276—0002

©

Crossroads

Metro Memphis
1349 Autumn Street
(901) 274—8010

Molly‘s La Casita Mexican liéstaprant

O0

f

Buns on the Run
2150 Elzey Avenue
(901) 278—BUNS

2006 Madison Avenue
(901) 726—1873 —

MEMPHIS
Circuit Playhouse
1705 Poplar Avenue
Emerald Theatre Company
2085 Monroe Avenue
Malco‘s Studio on the Square
— 2105 Court Avenue
Playhouse on the Square
51 South Cooper

:

|

Evergreen
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WKNO/Channel

10

As part of its continuing commitment to explore the cul—
tural heritage of the Mid—South, WKNO/Channel 10 will
air a documentary produced by William Bearden about the
history of the Midtown landmark Overton Park. Memphis
Memoirs VII: Overton Park, A Century of Change premieres
Monday, Sept. 10, at 8 p.m. and will repeat Saturday, Sept.
15, at 2 p.m.
The program focuses on the history of Overton Park on
the occasion of its 100—year anniversary. The park has been
an essential part of the lives of Midtown residents for many
years, from its creation in 1901, until the present. Overton
Park includes the Old Forest; the Memphis Zoo; a golf
course; the Brooks Museum; the Memphis College of Art;

Supply
Since

on

air on

to

Overton Park

and the Shell, formerly known as the MOAT, or Memphis
Open Air Theatre.
There are some great stories that come out of the documen—
tary. For one, the show highlights the founding of the Mem—
phis Zoo. It began in 1903, when Memphis shoe manufacturer
A. B. Carruthers received as payment a bear cub. He tied the
bear to a tree in his yard in Midtown, but when the bear be—
came too frisky with the neighborhood kids, it was relocated
to Overton Park. The bear began to draw attention there and
people started coming out every weekend to see the curiosity.
Before long, the Park Commission gave money for cages, and
the Park began acquiring more exotic animals, later becoming
the Memphis Zoo.
,
Perhaps most notable in the his—

tory of Overton Park were attempts
to break up the park in the 1960s to
continue Interstate 40. After many
years of protests, planning and law—
suits, the case eventually went all
the way to the United States Su—
preme Court. The court ruled in fa—
vor of the anti—interstate construc—
tion faction, and the government
gave the land back to the State of
Tennessee, which in turn gave it
back to the City of Memphis.
Beardon, who also produced last
fall‘s Visualizing the Blues ... Images of
the American South, captures the essence
of Overton Park as a backdrop to many
people‘s lives.
_ _"Overton Park has been my
backyard and my front porch,"
Beardon said.
">

Demand.

1972 Yuletide has succeeded in

meeting the demands of Memphis area
businesses. 24—hour customer service, on—
Hine accounts, and fast "to your door‘
delivery are the demands we placed on
ourselves to help establish Yuletide as the
office supply leader in the Mid—South.
Contact us about your office needs today.

7; Yuletide
‘/
1245 SycamoreView,Memphis,TN

31
901—372—8588 — Fax 901—388—0785

WIN A PAIR OF TICKETS TO SEE DEF COMEDY JAM!
Family & Friends & Sam‘s Town Tunica Are Giving Away 5 Pairs
of Tickets To See Def Comedy Jam October 12, 2001!

The five winners will each
receive 2 tickets to see Def
Comedy Jam on Oct. 12,
2001, at either 8 or 10:30
p.m. at Sam‘s Town Tunica.
Those emailing entries need
to put "Def Comedy Jam" in
the subject box.

I

Entries must be postmarked by Sept. 26, 2001 I

I
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Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Phone: (

I DC)
I
I

e

Zip:
)

~ _.
Return this coupon to:
P.o.Box 771 948, Memphis, TN 38177—1948
or email to FamilyMag@aol.com
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Brothers United of Memphis in Florida, at Black Gay Pride & at "Throwdown 2001"
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to

offer faith,

Holy Trinity Community Church, located at 3430 Summer
Avenue, will begin offering an early worship service at 9 a.m.
this month.
According to Rev. Timothy Meadows, Holy Trinity‘s senior
pastor, the early service, which will follow the Rites of The Book
Of Common Prayer, will be a liturgical service, which will offer
a homily, psalter readings, prayers and Holy Communion. The
music during the service will consist of hymns, psalter, liturgi—
cal responses, organ and choral works.
"For those who are early birds and are seeking a more tradi—
tional worship experience, this is the service for you," Rev.
Meadows said.
In addition to an early worship service, the fall term of
Holy Trinity‘s Christian Education and Faith Formation pro—
gram is planned.
"This fall Holy Trinity is excited to present several opportu—
nities to grow in faith, challenge faith and put our faith to work"
Rev. Meadows explained. "We have excellent and credible in—
structors who are offering their talents and timeto equip our
community for service."
Below is a list of the classes being offered this fall at Holy Trinity:
* "Rescuing The Bible From Fundamentalism" — Being
taught by Roger Easson on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m., Rev. Mead—
ows said, "This class will study the book by the same title by
John Shelby Song. Participants will discuss the authoritative
base of our faith and will challenge many of our faith assump—
tions." Easson is a professor of literature and is Holy Trinity‘s
Christian education coordinator. The class is already underway.
This program will be accompanied by a fellowship supper,
$4 per person, and intercessory prayer.
* "Spanish 101; Knowing America‘s Second Language" —
To be taught by Bill Barcelo on Saturdays at 2 p.m., this course
will use the text Practical Spanish Grammar, which can be ordered
and purchased at Barnes & Noble Bookstores for $17 each. This
course will study every day language and offer opportunities
for cultural experiences, as well. Barcelo is a former Baptist min—

education

program

ister and is now a professor in Spanish, as well as Holy Trinity‘s
Latino/Outreach Ministry. This course begins Sept. 15.
* "Homosexuality and The Bible" — To be led by Walter
Burfeld on Sundays at 92:45 a.m., this course will trace the six
"texts of terror" and will focus on discussion and issues sur—
rounding sexual minorities in scripture and Christian tradition.
This class will eventually evolve into a scripture/lectionary
study of The Bible. Burfeld is a superb educator and has exten—
sive experience with biblical study. This course begins Sept. 16.
In addition to adult educational opportunities this fall,
Holy Trinity is offering a host of programs for children and
young adults.
Youth opportunities this fall include:
* DEVO, a scripture / devotional period each Sunday begin—
ning at 10:30 a.m. before the worship service. DEVO is for pre—
teen youth.
* Confirmation Class, open to children in the fifth grade
and led by Rev. Meadows, this class will culminate Easter Sun—
day 2002. According to Rev. Meadows, "This is a very impor—
tant rite of passage for young people." Confirmation covers the
basic aspects of Christian faith and spiritual development.
* Children‘s Church, offered each Sunday during the wor
ship service for children of nursery age through the fourth grade.
During Children‘s Church, children will receive instruction on
the same lessons being followed in worship services and then
join their loved ones for Holy Communion.
For more information on any,of these adult or youth educa—
tional opportunities, contact Holy Trinity at (901) 320—9376.

GET YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION TO

FAMILY & FRIENDS TODAY

porate and general communities of Memphis and Shelby County.
"I really look forward to helping spread the word about
Friends For Life, through working with the media and the gen—
from page 26
eral public," Pair said. "It‘s important that the corporate sector,
"My goal while at Friends For Life is to educate the youth of
as well as the media, become friends for life in the ever—grow—
ing battle against HIV and AIDS."
this city so they will know that they are not immune to HIV
and AIDS because of their age."
Pair holds a bachelor‘s degree in journalism and public rela—
Cole holds an associate degree from Western Piedmont Com—
tions from West Texas A&M University, and has 23 years expe—
rience in the communications field.
munity College, a bachelor‘s degree in anthropology from The
University of Memphis and a master‘s from the UofM‘s Insti—
Pair presently serves as co—chair of Memphis Pride Inc. and
tute of Egyptian Art and Archaeology.
works for various entertainment publications in the region.
Presently, Cole serves as an at—large board member for the
"These four individuals are valued additions to the Friends
MGLCC and is a member of the MLGC]J and Memphis Pride Inc.
For Life team," said FFL Executive Director Kim Moss. "They,
Patricia Pair, a resident of Memphis on and off since 1980, fills
along with the rest of our very capable staff and list of volun—
the part—time position of director of marketing and community teers, will make great strides in fulfilling FFL‘s mission, which
relations. In her new position, Pair will be responsible for all ar— is to enhance the quality of life for men, women and children
eas of marketing for the organization, as well as media place—
affected by HIV/AIDS through education, prevention, advo—
ment and buying, and will serve as an advocate to both the cor—
cacy and the provision of health, housing and human services."
arfan
FFL

f
efi
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The Untouchables

HIV/AIDS, African—American faith community of Memphis
church to pray with me and for me?" What are we going to say
when another child is born with the virus because the mother
ERNEST A. DOJELSON_ lI
didn‘t know she was infected or was too ashamed to reveal her
"secret" to anyone? What are we going to do when more of our
When we look at the current statistics and trends of infec—
sisters and brothers are missing from Sunday services and the
tion of HIV, the virus that causes AIDS, in the African—Ameri—
rumors say, "You know they got AIDS?" What are we going to
can community we see that we are disproportionately repre—
say when HIV/AIDS has ravaged our community to the point
sented. In 1997, Memphis and Shelby County was ranked first
where there is nowhere to hide?
place (33 percent) with the highest numbers of AIDS and HIV
Recently I was present at a conference where a minister spoke
cases for Tennessee. According to the Tennessee Community
on the topic of "Touching The Untouchables." In his presenta—
Planning 2000 HIV Prevention Plan, 16 percent of the state popu—
tion he gave quotes from the Holy Bible, using the words of
lation is African—American, but 60 percent of the HIV cases and
God in the scriptures to allow us to see how the Son of God
about 48 percent of the AIDS cases are African—American.
dealt with disease during His time on earth. We were told how
Since 1997, the AIDS cases have risen from 37.2 percent to Jesus touched and healed those whose sicknesses had placed
59.9 percent and the HIV rate has stayed high at 61 percent them outside the society. "Healing" the sick, lame and diseased
among African—Americans. This should be cause for alarm was a priority for Jesus and regardless of "faith," Jesus healed.
among our leaders. Statistically, African—American males have
When I think about how this minister regarded the HIV/AIDS
the highest HIV and AIDS rates in the state for each year from
crisis as an opportunity for the church to mirror Jesus‘ work, I
1993 through 1998. Nationally, 73 percent of female infections
feel obligated to ask, "Where has the African—American church
are within the age group 13 to 19 years of age in the African— been for the last five years of the pandemic?" So many people
American community; our state reflects similar numbers.
living with HIV/AIDS today had been church members prior
We, as a race of people, are becoming infected at a rate that
to becoming infected. However, they stopped going (to church)
doesn‘t compare with other races and yet we have not seen
because of the fear of more rejection and humiliation from
enough of an effective response from the African—American faith
people who don‘t understand the virus. These people are the
community. Granted, the African—American Pastors Consortium
ones that Jesus would have wanted to minister to and provide
on AIDS is making a show of unity and manages to present
"healing," to show that God‘s children are special in His eyes
educational workshops designed to increase awareness of our and for the glorification of our Savior. Why has the church not
plight, but in most cases there has been a lack of support from
embraced these "children of God?" Is it not the mission of the
the many different congregations represented on the consor— church to minister to this community? Within the walls of the
tium. There are many AIDS service organizations continuing to
church everyone is made to feel welcome, but what about those
present education and prevention services to the community in the community who feel that the church would not welcome
but what is really needed a more effective response from Afri—
them into their midst because of their HIV / ATDS infection?
can—American churches.
This is not an indictment against the African—American church.
We have seen many victims of the virus live without any I am asking for an answer to a question that I cannot really ask
assistance from the faith community and die without ever find—
with any sincerity. I have seen too many of the faces of HIV/
ing healing of their spirit from the church. We have seen people
AIDS in the African—American community to even waste my time
become infected with the virus and and are hesitant to reveal asking questions that will not be answered sufficiently enough
their status to his/her minister because there still exists a feel— — for me. I am not given to being so dysfunctional today that I
ing of isolation, dishonor, shame and guilt because of the man— — would ask for something that I would not receive. I continue to
ner in which they became infected. In the African—American bring information, education and prevention services to the com—
community we still discriminate against certain people (or
munity and advocate for those I serve. Knowing that there is no
groups of people) who we feel live outside religious tenets. We vaccine against HIV infection, I will continue.to "tell it like it is"
continue to keep "shameful" secrets that only cause us further
and pray that more people become involved in the fight against
damage, especially if that secret has to do with sexual orienta—
AIDS. As the number of infections grow andour community
tion. We praise God for our blessings and yet we hide our faults
continues to "not" respond, I will not waste any more time with
within, in hope that "God" (often perceived as the church)
"questions" and I will continue to work to eradicate the virus
doesn‘t punish us for our sins. How hypocritical! At what point. through education and prevention. If the opportunity arises for
do we, as "Christians," stop and look squarely at our problems me to enlighten/educate within the walls of the churches, then I
and at what we should be doing about them? Do we continue will present. Before the virus has wiped us out, the African—Ameri—
to cloak ourselves in the "word of God" and not respond to the can faith community should decide to do something more than
problems that confront us? Do we continue to take a less—than
what it‘s done to this point. We should be educating our congre—
active role in the solution? Do we continue to hope that we are gations about HIV/AIDS, so that they will know and understand
not "embarrassed" when someone in our congregation stands
See Untouchables, page 53
up and says, "I am infected with the HIV virus and I need the
A commeEenNTARy
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Get Plunked when

ies

Carol plays, performs
Carol Plunk will entertain folks at the following locations:
Memphis Music and Heritage Festival on Sunday, Sept. 2, at 4
p.m., One More Bar & Grill, 2117 Peabody, on Sunday, Sept. 2,
from 6 to 8 p.m.; One More on Wednesday, Sept. 5, from 7 to 9
p.m.; Bogies—Midtown on Friday, Sept. 7, from 7 to 9 p.m.; Soy—
bean Fest on Saturday, Sept. 8, at 9 p.m. (with band); One More
on Sunday, Sept. 9, from 5 to 7 p.m; at Dingo Fest at High Point
Pinch on Sunday, Sept. 9, at 9:30 p.m. (with band); One More on
Wednesday, Sept. 12, from 7 to
9 p.m.; One More on Friday,
Sept. 14, from 8 to 10 p.m. (with
band); T.J. Mulligans—Pinch on
Sunday, Sept. 15, from 9 p.m.
to 1 a.m. (with band); One More
on Sunday, Sept. 16, 5 to 7 p.m.;
Borders—Germantown on Sat—
urday, Sept. 22, from 8 to 10
p.m.; One More on Sunday,
Sept. 23, from 5 to 7 p.m.; One
More on Wednesday, Sept. 26,
from 7 to 9 p.m.; Neil‘s on
Thursday, Sept. 27, from 8 p.m.
to midnight (with band), and
Taste of Midtown on Saturday,
Sept. 29, (time to be an—
nounced—with band).
Carol Plunk

Untouchables
from page 52
what we face as a community. We should also extend our minis—
tries to those who are infected and affected by the virus, so that
they can live in the spirit.
There are many problems that plague the African—American
community; issues such as drug addiction, domestic violence
and other psycho—social conditions. These are serious issues that
need to be addressed in the African—American community.
However, incidents of HIV infection have risen to dramatic lev—
els in our community and will continue to rise unless we be—
come more cognizant of its presence. Even with the latest ad—
vances in treatments, can we truly afford to be less aware and
educated about HIV / AIDS? I think not. We should respond with
all our strength, courage and spirit, because not doing so may
mean the death of our community!
Ernest Donelson is an HIV education specialist at Friends For Life
AIDS Resource Center. He also is a member of the Southwest Regional
Advisory Committee and the Tennessee Community Planning Group
and serves on the Community Advisory Board of St. Jude and the Mem—
phis HIV Family Care Network. This commentary reflects the ideas,
thoughts and opinions of the writer and should not be attributed to any
agency, facility or organization mentioned in this statement.
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Mystic Krewe of Memphis United‘s Barbara Baker Benefit

"Elton John"

he?
Ricky Van Dyke

Hostess Alison Tate

Laura Lee Love

From left, Memphis Pride Inc. Co—Chair Patty Pair,
Chair Kay Mills and MU Founder Linda Jones.
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Camille Collins

Linda and Denny

Aphroditians Jan and Betty

Crissy Lake

Kiara Mason

Brenda and Leslie

Lady A

Page 56

September 2001

Living

Center

Suprortive Services For Persons
Arrecteo By HIV/AIDS

OPENING

SEPTEMBER

15

The Positive Living Center
PROVIDES OPPORTUNITIES FOR PERSONS
AFFECTED BY HIV/AIDS TO MANAGE THE DISEASE IN A
HOLISTIC MANNER. RECOGNIZING THE PHYSICAL,
EMOTIONAL AND SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF ALL PERSONS,
The Positive Living CENTER PROVIDES A PLACE FOR
PERSONS WITH HIV/AIDS AND THEIR CARE TAKERS
TO PARTICIPATE IN THERAPEUTIC ACTIVITIES THAT ARE
DESIGNED TO INCREASE THEIR ABILITY TO LIVE
SUCCESSFULLY WITH HIV/AIDS. ALL SERVICES ARE
PROVIDED BY PROFESSIONAL AND VOLUNTEER STAFF AND
ARE FREE OF CHARGE TO THE PARTICIPANTS.

1000 Cooper Avenue & (901) 272—0855
—

TuespaYy — Saturday Noon to 8 P.m.

THEATRE

®
0
2
<4 photo: Joan Marcus Aldrin Gonzalez and Carol Bentley from original Broadway cast

September 2001

PTEMBER 18—23

Tickets: $15.55 (plus service charge)

www.SwingTour.com Original Cast album available on crassieay,

September 2001

ABOUT
$

TOWN

When You‘re Looking For Something To Do

MSO to honor Arthur Fiedler
Native Memphian and guest conductor Crafton Beck will
lead the Memphis Symphony Orchestra in "ATribute to Arthur
Fiedler" on Saturday, Sept. 29, at 8 p.m. at Eudora Auditorium,
located at 4684 Poplar at Perkins. Hear a variety of selections,
including Rossini‘s Overture to The Barber of Seville; John Barry‘s
James Bond Theme; John William‘s Krypton Fanfare from Super—
man, main title to Star Wars and theme fromJaws, and The Beatles:
Open poetry night planned
A Medley of Lennon and McCartney Favorites. Tickets range from
$22 to $35 each and are available at any TicketMaster outlet; the
Come read poetry, yours and others, and come listen to MSO Box Office, located at 3100 Walnut Grove Road, Suite 501,
poetry at Theatreworks, 2085 Monroe, on Sunday, Sept. 9, or by calling (901) 525—1515 or (901) 324—3627.
at 4:45 p.m There is no admission charge and no reserva—
tions are required for Open Poetry. For more information, 1960‘s music focus of ensemble
call (901) 274—7139.
The Memphis Vocal Arts Ensemble will present "Broadway
and
Beyond: Lost in the ‘60s" at 7:30 p.m. on Friday and Satur—
Playwrights‘ gathering slated
day, Sept. 28 and 29, and at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 30, at the
On Sunday, Sept. 23, at 4:45 p.m. at Theatreworks, 2085 Buckman Performing and Fine Arts Center of St. Mary‘s Epis—
Monroe, Playwrights Present will read Firsts, a selection copal School, located at Walnut Grove and Perkins Extended.
from first plays by Memphis Playwrights. No reservations This concert features fab favorites, including "Aquarius/Let the
are required and no admission is charged. For more infor— Sunshine In;" "My Guy;" "Up, Up And Away;" "The Lion Sleeps
Tonight," "Abraham, Martin and John," and "Yesterday." Gen—
mation, call (901) 274—7139.
eral admission tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for seniors and $10
for students and may be purchased by calling (901) 683—6774.
Japanese gardening tips offered
Bring your lunch and enjoy a talk on Japanese gardening, led Mame set at Theatre Memphis
by Camille Whitley, at The Memphis Botanic Gardens‘ Brown
The roaring, rowdy and ingratiating musical wonder Mame
Bag Lunch Series, on Wednesday, Sept. 12, from noon to 1 p.m. opens
82nd anniversary season at Theatre Memphis, 630
Cost is $2 per person. MBG is located at 750 Cherry Road in PerkinstheExtended,
now through Sept. 23. Directed by Barry
Audubon Park. For more information, call (901) 685—1566.
Fuller and choreographed by Lindsay Fussell, this production
is certain to bring that irrepressible heroine, Auntie Mame, to
her boisterous best. Showtimes are 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and
BPACC to present Jesse Cook
Thursdays, 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m. Sundays.
The Bartlett Performing Arts and Conference Center, Tickets range from $22 to $10. Pay—What—You—Can—Night is
3663 Appling Road, will present acoustical guitarist Jesse Wednesday, Sept. 5, at 7:30 p.m. For t1ckets or more informa—
Cook on Friday, Sept. 14, at 8 p.m. Cook‘s style blends an tion, call (901) 682—8323. —
intense mix of Flamenco, Afro—Cuban and international jazz
rhythms and has been described as "hypnotic, seductive Halley‘s Comet to landat GPAC
and thrilling!" Tickets are $15. For more information, call
Halley‘s Comet, featuring John Amos, former star of Roots, Die
the BPACC Box Office at (901) 385—6440.
"Young Memphis" display
Clough—Hanson Gallery at Rhodes College, 2000 North
Parkway, is exhibiting the works of Solomon Livingston,
Gabe Martin, Amanda McKnight and Jenean Morrison in
"Young Memphis" now through Sept. 22. For more infor—
mation, call (901) 843—3442.

Cossitt library to hold sale
The Friends of the Library will hold another of its popular
book sales at the Cossitt Branch library, 33 South Front Street,
Thursday, Sept. 6, through Saturday, Sept. 8, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Both children and adult hardbacks and paperbacks, records,
loose magazines and 16 and 8 mm films will be available, priced
from 10 cents to $5. For more information, call (901) 725—8852.

Hard 2 and the TV series "Good Times," is scheduled at The
Germantown Performing Arts Centre on Oct. 4 and 5. Tickets are
$20.and $22 each. For additional information, call (901) 323—7522.
Libraryoffers genealogy tips
The Germantown branch of the Memphis/Shelby County Pub—
lic Libraries, 1925 Exeter, will teach the basics of researching your
family history on Saturday, Sept. 22, at 3 p.m. All adults are invited.
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RARBG
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
BACKSTREET MEMPHIS
2018 Court Street
(901) 276—5522
Fri.—Mon. 8 p.m.—6 a.m.
www
CROSSROADS & CROSSROADS 2
1278 Jefferson & 111 North Claybrook
(901) 276—8078
Noon—3 a.m., 7 Days A Week
J—WAG‘S
1268 Madison Avenue
— (901) 725—1909
Open 24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week
THE JUNGLE
1474 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—4313
2 p.m.—3 a.m., 7 Days A Week

THE PUMPING STATION
1382 Poplar Avenue .
(901) 272—7600
2 p.m.—3 a.m. 7 Days A Week

—

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
JACK & JILL‘S
3911 Northview Drive
(601) 982—JACK (5225)
9 p.m.—? Fri. & Sat.
JACKS CONSTRUCTION SITE
425 North Mart Plaza
(601) 362—3108
5 p.m.—? 7 Days A Week
TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI
RUMORS
637 Highway 145
(662) 891—0761
8 p.m. —1 a.m. Thurs. — Sat.
JACKSON, TENNESSEE

LORENZ
:
1528 Madison Avenue
(901) 274—8272
11 a.m.—3 a.m. Mon.—Sat. * noon,? Sun.
MADISON FLAME
1588 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—9839
7 p.m.—3 a.m. Wed., Fri. & Sat./5 p.m.—? Thurs.
METRO MEMPHIS
1349 Autumn Street
(901) 274—8010
6 p.m.—3 a.m. Tues.—Sun.
MEMPHIS MUDDY WATERS
1379 Lamar Avenue
(901) 276—0027
N—COGNITO
338 South Front @ Vance
(901) 523—0599
10 p.m.—3:30 a.m. Thurs. & Fri.
10 p.m.—5 a.m. Sat./10 p.m.—3:30 a.m. Sun.
ONE MORE
2117 Peabody
(901) 278—MORE(6673)
11 a.m.—3 a.m. Mon.—Sat./noon—3 a.m. Sun.

THE OTHER SIDE
3883 Highway 45 North
£
(901) 668—3749
5 p.m.—midnight Sun.—Thurs.
5 p.m.—3 a.m. Fri./7 p.m.—3 a.m. Sat.

SOCIAL
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
B.G.A.L.A.
(The University of Memphis Students for Bisexual, Gay & Les—.
bian Association)
(901) 678—5719
BGALA is a social, political and eduational organization.
www.people.memphis.edu/~bgala
COTTON PICKIN‘ SQUARES—MEMPHIS
(901) 272—2116
Meets Thursday nights at 7:30 p.m. at Prescott Memorial Bap—
tist Church, 499 Patterson (Near The University of Memphis)
Square dancing social group
MEMPHIS AREA GAY YOUTH (MAGY)
P.O. Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124
(901) 335—6249
Peer support group for 13— to 21—year olds dealing with gay,
lesbian, bisexual and gender issues
www.gaymemphis.com/magy

CT
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€OCIAL continued
MEMPHIS BEARS
1066 Wrenwood, Memphis, TN 38122
(901) 323—4773
Meets the 2nd Saturday of every month at The Pumping Sta—
tion, 1382 Poplar Ave., at 10 p.m. e Men Only
Email: info@memphisbears.com
Website: www.memphisbears.com
MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTER
P.O. Box 41074, Memphis, TN 38174
(901) 324—GAYS (4297)
www.memphisgayweb.org

MISSISSIPPI
GLBA OF OLE MISS
P.O. Box 3541, University, MS 38677
(662) 915—7049
email: glba@olemiss.edu
GLBF
P.O. Box 233, MS State, MS 39762
(662) 325—8241
f
email: glbt@org.msstate.edu * www.msstate.edu/org/glbf

SPORTS
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

MEMPHIS PRIDE INC.
P.O. Box 111265, Memphis, TN 38111—1265
_ (901) 327—PRIDE
Meets the 3rd Monday of every month at 7 p.m. at Holy Trinity
Community Church, 3430 Summer Ave.
MIRROR IMAGE
P.O. Box 11052, Memphis, TN 38111—0052
A support group for trans individuals meets the 3rd Saturday
of every month at 7 p.m.
For more information and locations of meetings, write or email
at memphisgroup@usa.com
PEL.A.G.
(Parents, Family & Friends of Lesbians & Gays)
(901) 754—3136
Support meetings for parents, family and friends of gay, les—
bian, bisexual and transgendered persons
email: amdrake@mem.po.com
SUNSHINE TRAVELERS
(901) 488—4752
Meets every other Tuesday at 7 p.m. at The Jungle, 1474 Madi—
son Ave.
TENNESSEE LEATHER TRIBE
(901) 357—1921
Club nights and meetings vary; contact for info — men and
women welcome
www.tnleathertribe.org
email: info@tnleathertribe.org
TSARUS MEMPHIS
P.O. Box 41082, Memphis, TN 38174
(901) 276—4132
Levi—leather club meets the 3rd Saturday of every month at The
Pumping Station, 1382 Poplar Aveune, at 10 p.m. * Men Only
|Email: info@tsarus.org
website: www.tsarus.org

BLUFF CITY SPORTS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 41803, Memphis, TN 38174—1803
(901) 406—5530
Organizes gay sports leagues, including softball and volleyball
BROTHERS & SISTERS BOWLING LEAGUE
Cordova Bowling Center, 7945 Club Center Cove
(901) 737—7824 OR (901) 465—4371
This co—ed bowling league meets every Sunday at 6 p.m. at the
Cordova Bowling Center
MIDTOWNERS BOWLING
Cherokee Bowling Center, 2930 Lamar, Memphis
(901) 323—3111
This bowling league meets weekly on Friday at 7 p.m.

wHOLENESE:
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
FEAST FOR FRIENDS DINNER
(901) 272—0855
Dinner is served the 1st and 3rd Monday of every month at St. John‘s

United Methodist Church, Bellevue @ Peabody beginning at 6 p.m.
eoo
%
LAMBDA CENTER OF MEMPHIS
1488 Madison Avenue
(901) 323—8079
Offering 12—step support groups to the GLBT community.
MEMPHIS HIV FAMILY CARE NETWORK
880 Madison Avenue, Memphis, TN
(901) 545—8265
Free comprehensive, supportive services and voc/rehab ser—
‘vices to the HIV—positive
ORORO—CROSSROADS
(901) 743—2900
Support group for African—American, same—gender—loving men
ConradCRPegues@aol.com
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WHOLENE®E continued
POLITICAL
WELLNESS CENTER AT HTCC
3430 Summer Avenue, Memphis, TN 38122
(901) 754—9423 OR (901) 320—9376
Offers a support program for gay parents and a support pro—
gram for married men dealing with sexual identity
—
YWCA ENCORE
MedPlex, 880 Madison Avenue
(901) 754—4356
Support group for lesbians with breast cancer meets every
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon

SPIRITUAL

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
MEMPHIS LESBIAN & GAY COALITION FOR JUSTICE
P.O. Box 241363, Memphis, TN 38124"
A civil rights group that promotes equality and combats
prejuidice and discrimination among GLBT peresons
email: mlgcj@yahoo.com
www
MISSISSIPPI
MISSISSIPPI GAY LOBBY
P.O. Box 6021
Jackson, MS 39288—6021
(888) 843—5432
email: MissGayLobby@MissGayLobby.org
website: MissGayLobby.org

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
INTEGRITY MEMPHIS
102 N. Second Street, Memphis, TN 38103
(901) 525—6602
People of all faiths and ideologies are welcome
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at Calvary
Episcopal Church. Dinner at 7 p.m.
www.geocities.com/ integrity_memphis/main.html
LAMBDA CIRCLE
(901) 278—6786
:
Open to all GLBT persons of faith to join in an affirming time of
prayer, Bible study and discussion.
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
First Congregational Church, 1000 S. Cooper Street.
SAFE HARBOR MCC
1488 Madison Avenue (in the Lamba Center)
(901) 458—0501
email: SafeHarborMCC@aol.com
Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m.
Thursday Bible study at 7 p.m.
OTHER LOCALES
CAMP SISTER SPIRIT
P.O. Box 12, Ovett, MS 39464
Feminist education / cultural /retreat center
wwuw.rainbowpriderv.net/css
email: sisterspir@aol.com
MCC OF THE RAINBOW
5565 Robinson Rd. Ext., Ste. Q, Jackson, MS 39204
(601) 372—6644
Sunday Service at 11:30 p.m.
IF YOUR ORGANIZATION ISNT LISTED HERE,
Carr (901) 682—2669

TENNESSEE DISABILITY INFORMATION &
REFERRAL OFFICE
6

John E. Kennedy Center, Vanderbilt University

Phone:

(615) 322—8529 (Voice) » (800) 640—INFO (4636)
(615) 343—2958 (TDD) » (800) 273—9595 (TDD)
E—mail: carole.moore—slater@vanderbilt.edu
Website: http:/www.vanderbilt.edu/kennedy/findse.html
This office provides information about disability supports and
ity services
ilable to individuals, families, and ag
in TN.

(~

GAYELLOW

PAGES®

The ORIGINAL Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
& Transgender Resource since 1973
All editions now include a SEPARATE SECTION FOR WOMEN
Complete gay—friendly resources & businesses USA/Canada:
accommodations, bars, bookstores, dentists, doctors, lawyers, therapists,
travel services, organizations, media, religious groups,
help lines & HIV/AIDS resources, much more. Index & fast access phone list.
USA/CANADA: $16 by first class mail: Includes all states and provinces,
plus national headquarters of organizations, mail order companies, etc.
NEW ETHNIC/MULTICULTURAL SECTION
EAST and SOUTH Edition: $12 by first class mail
AL, AR, AZ, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, HI, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MO,
MS, NH, NJ, NM, NY, NC, OH, OK, PA, PR, RI, SC, TN,
TX, US Virgin is, VA, VT, WV

A Future editions will include Ethnic/Multicultural section
Not a local giveaway:
Buy us at gay—friendly stores like
Inz & Outz, Memphis 901—728—6535
Brushstrokes, Atlanta 404—876—6567
Outwrite Bookstore, Atlanta, 404—607—0082
For free listing application, prices, mailing labels, etc.,
please send self—addressed stamped envelope to
Renaissance House, PO Box 533—FF, Village Stn, NY, NY 10014
Voice: 212—674—0120 Fax: 212—420—1126
Email: GAYELLO@BANET.NET

Khttp://g_a_yellowpages.com j
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HOROSCOPES

Virgo (Aug. 24—Sept. 23) — Keeping your attitude on the
positive side this month will bring good things your way.
Thanks to Mercury, you could be seeing a financial boost in
the near future.
Libra (Sept. 24—Oct. 23) — Now is the time to call upon your
creative talents and to let loose of those things you believe are
holding you back from obtaining your success.
Scorpio (Oct. 24—Nov. 22) — Relaxation is a good objective to
see at this time. Turn to hobbies and things less stressful to help
you accomplish this goal. Be careful of what you wish for it

could come true.
Sagittarius (Nov. 23—Dec. 21) — If there is something you
desire now, use the strength of a group to obtain your wish.
Thanks to the stars, what you seek may soon be yours.
Capricorn (Dec. 22—Jan. 20) — Don‘t let the everyday battle
get you down now. Determination to succeed and accomplish
your goals is half the battle, and with it you can win.
Aquarius (Jan. 21—Feb. 19) — Heeding the advice of others
could offer a fresh, new perspective. Highlight for the month is
on travel. Romantic news at work may come as a surprise.
Pisces (Feb. 20—March 20) — Social time is the focus for this

month as new friendships are on the horizon. However, you
may have to make the first move. Dare to dream for dreams can
come true.
Aries (March 21—April 20) — The stars will bring a positive
change your way in regard to creativity this month. You may
get a positive surprise when it comes to your sociallife.
Taurus (April 21—May 21) — Now is the perfect time to consider
long—range financial investments. No matter what you do this
month, expect favorable rewards in regard to social activities.
Gemini (May 22—June 21) — If you‘re considering a vacation,
now is the time to move forward. Focus is on social activities,
creativity and your potential to succeed.
Cancer (June 22—July 23) — Now is the time to think about
turning your hobbies into real cash. People in far away places
can bring favorable news this month. Keep your chin up.
Leo (July 24—Aug. 23) — If you‘re experiencing problems, try
a different, more positive outlook and approach. Toot your own
horn now because those in high places are listening.
Editor‘s Note: Horoscopes are meant for entertainment purposes
only and are for the month of September 2001.

MEMPHIS‘ FINEST AND MOST
COMPLETE ADULT
ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS
VIDEO RENTALS AND SALES — PREVIEW BOOTHS

FANTASY
a
WAREHOUSE*
Fantasy Warehouse #1 (North)
A 791 N. White Station Road
(Open 24 hours) « (901) 683—9649
e e e e ce ce ce ce e e e e le ce e ce e e 0 e e e e e e e
Executive South (East)
1847 E. Brooks Road
C

Mm| Theatre (Brooks Rd. Only) + (901) 345—0825
e e e e ece e e ce e e e e e ce e e e e 0 0 e e e e ce
Fantasy Warehouse #4 (North)
2532 N. Watkins + (901) 358—8642
NOW RENTING DVDs
WEmployment Opportunities Available
in go z=

§ & checks accepted at #1 and #4 ONLY
OPEN 7 Days

Take THe TEs
TAKE CONTROL— $35
Confidential HIV Counseling & Testing
FOR MEN & WOMEN
(901) 725—1717
1407 UNION AVE., 3°" FLOOR
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY!
Memphis Regional
SEE RECEPTIONIST
O Planned Parenthood"
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Ozmentl
Attorney at Law
138 North Third Street
Memphis, Tennessee 38103
S.

138N.Third
Jefferson

Fourth Street

Third Street %

Second Street

Joseph

(901) 525—HELP (4357)
e—mail — thoz@aol.com
Criminal Defense
State and Federal Court

Drug Possessionl-DUI-Driving On Revoked License
Domestic Violence, All Felonies and Misdemeanors
Other Areas of Practice Include:
Divorce, Child Custody and Visitation, Bankruptcy, Personal
Injury, Auto Accidents and Social Security Disability
Payment Plans Available in Most Cases
Visa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express Accepted
Not Certified As A Civil Trial, Criminal Trial or Consumer Bankruptcy Specialist By
the Tennessee Commission On Continuing Legal Education and Specialization
eo
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"...a mosaic as moving and important as any you will see on the walls of the churches of
the world...nothing short of stunning... you will be held in rapt attention." —NY Magazine.
In 1998, 21 year—old University of Wyoming student Matthew Shepard was brutally beaten
and murdered in Laramie because he was gay.

Based on interviews with the people of
Laramie, this breathtaking theatrical collage explores the depths to which humanity can

sink and the heights of compassion to which it can reach."

September 21

— October 21

(901) 726—4656

Sponsored by Family and Friends Magazine
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