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Axo Our Point Is Eorrornar

 

Well, again, we must be doing something right. As the saying

goes, if you are pleasing all the people all the time, you must be

doing something wrong.

This month we received a letter to the editor letting us know

®)Ratification of coverageof event,etc: ”fizesoanar. .
. FarmingFriendsMagazine knows aboutan event the bet—
. Ve doourbestto cover asmuch as:posssblein our

|_ cummunity but,uafeftuaaiely, we cannot cover them all. In
. several cases,wehave beena ed tobeat severai events

 

as a spunsar ofan even
__+Contactmfg Tel: {901}
2234;Email: Family&ag@aoicom,mail: Family

; P0 Box 771948, Memphis:TN 3817“t —

 

the writer did not approve of the July 2004, coverage of the
event they were involved in. Although there was a page of pic—
tures and a Shout Out to them in the "Bulletin," it was just not
enough, in their opinion.
We don‘t mind the criticism. It educates us and lets us know

changes may or may not be needed. We welcome letters to the
editor, and will print them, positive or negative (within our edito—
rial guidelines).

However, we don‘t quite understand the need to start with the
name calling and condemning the publication and our efforts in
producing it.

Well, two comments here. First, Family & Friends puts the
reader first and when we cover an event, it is with that in mind.
Even if we may have a personal issue with someone involved
with the event, show, etc., we set those feelings aside and cover
the event to the best of our ability.

Second, we can‘t be everywhere at the same time. Sorry, we
are not omnipresent. Three events were held simultaneously on
the same day, at the same time, across the city last month. We
had to choose. How do we choose? It is a case—by—case deci—
sion; however, the sooner we know about an event, the better.
And, if we have to weigh the pros and cons in choosing one
event over the other, well, ungratefuiness for past coverage
does come into play, we will admit.

Another reader wrote to explain to us his /her racist beliefs
and anger with our magazine for promoting diversity. This is still
America. They have the right to abhor a certain race of people.
And we have the right to respect them, as well.

Why have we so embraced our community of color? Because
we are all part of the same gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen—
der community. The Memphis and Mid—South GLBT community
consists of individuals. Period. They have many voices, come
from many cultures, and, yes, their skin tones do vary. We try to
represent and respect all the members of our community — the
GLBT community.

On a final note, Family & Friends would also like to say a big
thank you to the various media outlets, who have mentioned
Family & Friends Magazine, or its staff by name. As they say, any
press is good press and we appreciate it all, positive or negative.

Get FAMILY& Frirnns Deuwyverco To Your Doorstep

MoxntHu ror $18"

Subscribe to Family &

Friends, the Mid—South‘s

only GLBT Magazine, and

W19530

‘ meet interesting people, find
out where to dine and keep up

with all the exciting
entertainment events in the

Mid—South GLBT community!
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Gay marriage subject of 2 Tupelo protests

by Anita Moyt, managing editor

On July 20, about 5,500 people attended a church—organized

"Rally for Traditional Marriage," in Tupelo, Miss. As those 5,500

people entered and exited the BancorpSouth Center, they may

have seen about 40 individuals on the sidewalks, some holding

signs with slogans, such as, "I support same—sex marriage" and

"Love makes a marriage, not gender."

The throng was there to hear speakers talk about and move

the crowd to do what they could to be sure that same—sex mar—

rages are not allowed in the USA, The 40 were there to let them

know that not everyone agrees with their rally‘s theme.

Family & Friends talked to one of those protesters,

Lisa J. Miller.

"It was my first protest!" she wrote in an email, as she began

explaining her reasons for attending the protest. "I was very

mixed up about it. | was fired from my graphic design job at

Hancock Fabrics April 2003, because they saw an online ad say—

ing I was gay. ... The lady in human resources said ‘this will not

happen here.‘ Since we have no rights, I had no course of legal

action (so said Lambda Legal and every law office | contacted.)

"The other people at the protests were either openly gay at

work," Miller continued. "... or self—employed, or students — imag—

ine the others who would have shown up if they had not been

afraid of losing their jobs or worse!"

Although the group had 32 officially signed up for the protest,

there were several more added to the ranks — after leaving the

"Rally for Traditional Marriage."

~"A few college students came from inside and joined our line,

which stretched the entire length of the sidewalk, facing the front

doors of the building," Miller

said. "They had gone in and

listened to the entire goings on

LETS ALL

MEET &

CHILL

 You can help Friends For

Life and have fun at the same

time by hosting an A Place At

The Table (APATT) party.

APATT is a series of fundras—

ing dinner parties held by gen—

erous individuals throughout

the Mid—South region.

Lending a helping hand is

easy when you remember the

three Ds of APATT: Dinner,

Donation, Dessert. Simply

host a dinner party of any size

(none too large, none too

small); select a theme or just

make it a casual affair. Collect

a donation for Friends For Life

  

   

inside. One of the boys said that everyone stood when told and

yelled when told and that it was like Nazi Germany. Those were

his words, not mine. He was about 20. He and four of his friends,

who were all very shaken by the ‘word of God?,‘ joined our line.

They said you could just feel the hate in that building."

Those attending the massive event had mixed responses to

the protesters.

"The people would not even make eye contact or acknowl—

edge Ruth telling them, ‘Hello, good day, hello,‘ on the way in,"

Miller continued. "Some others said, ‘You fags are going to hell,‘

but nobody said anything like that to me. One man approached

Ruth with his Bible and told her she should leave the kids out of

it because most of the people there were around 20 to 30 (years

of age). Ruth asked him how she was suppose to do that when

her son was gay. She is in her 70s, | think, and she has been

married for 50 years (to a man). Some told us ‘Jesus loves you.‘

Their leaders told them it was okay to tell us (that). Wonder what

they would have done if he‘d told them to come out and kill us?"

Overall, Miller‘s experiences at her first protest were

worth the effort.

"We had a good turn out, I think, considering that it was in

Tupelo," she thoughtfully concluded. "Forty is very good! Most

of my friends DID NOT go because they were afraid of being

fired or harmed or going to jail or of being ‘outed.‘ So no, the gay

population of Tupelo was not truly represented in numbers;

most of them stayed home with the usual ‘it will not do any

good‘ or ‘what is the point‘ or ‘I will lose my job like you did.‘ I

can not say I blame them, but I am very proud of the ones who

did show up.

The 2004 APATT Committee

 

discussion about

race & diversity

2nd Wednesday

of each month

7 to 9 p.m. at

   

from your invited guests. Then, join other party

hosts and guests at the Memphis Botanic

Garden for the dessert finale party on Sept. 18.

This year‘s APATT Committee invites hosts

and guests to see their party as a symbol of

warmth, friendship and commitment to all,

affected by HIV/AIDS.

Everyone is invited to the dessert finale,

scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 18, beginning at

9:30 p.m. at the Memphis Botanic Garden,

located at 750 Cherry Road in Audubon Park.

8 FAMILY & friends Auvaust 2004

Those attending the finale can dine on desserts

donated by various Memphis area food estab—

lishments and swing to the sounds of the

Bouffants and Teresa Pate. Anyone attending

an APATT dinner, now through Sept. 18, will be

admitted free to the dessert finale. All others are

invited to join the party as well, at a cost of $25

per person.

For more information on hosting your dinner

party, call FFL at (901) 272—0855 or go online to

www.FriendsForLifeCorp.org.

 



 

 

 

STANFORD FINANCIAL GROUP

BROADWAY Series SPONSOR

Presents

Live On Stace

  

  

   

  

  

 

 

Purchase tickets at the Orpheum Box Office, Sxow Sronsorep By

Davis—Kidd Booksellers, or any ticketmaster y

location. To charge by phone: (901) 525—3000 |_ MWW

or 743—ARTS. Group sales (901) 525—7800

gmder online: www.orpheum—memphis.com
NORTHWESTAIRLINES»
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Back in 1999, we requested an interview with Melissa Etheridge

when she released Breakdown. Our request was denied. We

assumed it was because we were a small, monthly GLBT maga—

zine lacking the distribution and notoriety of say, The Advocate.

With this in mind, imagine our surprise when our recent

request to interview Melissa, because she was coming to the

Mid—South to perform, was actually granted. So, with very little

time to prepare, we had to come up with questions to ask, ques—

tions that, as we saw it, would garner answers separate from the

usual, "Where were you born?" "How did you get started?" The

reason? Because Melissa‘s fans

already know the answers. We

knew our readers wanted more

and so did we.

But first, a few facts you may or

may not know: Melissa was born in

Leavenworth, Kan., in 1961, and

started writing songs at the age of

10. Her debut album was released

in 1988, (see the discography,

inset). She entered into a relation—

ship with Julie Cypher in 1988, and

the two began living together in

1990. Together, they had two chil—

dren thanks to artificial insemina—

tion with musician David Crosby as

the donor both times. The children,

Bailey Jean, a girl, was born Feb.

10, 1997, and Beckett, a boy, was

born Nov. 18, 1998. While the cou—

after Melissa publically came out in

1993, today Melissa and Julie

share custody of their children.

Melissa met actress Tammy Lynn,

Michaels, who recently appeared

on "The L Word" as a guest star, in

2002, and the two were married in

a ceremony in Malibu, Calif., in

August 2003. +

Family & Friends: How are you

this morning?

Melissa Etheridge: Doing just

fine.

F&F: Kinda early out there in

California, isn‘t it?

Melissa: Neah, you know, | was

up with the kids, so (laughs), I‘ve

been up.

F&F: How are your kids this

morning? >

Melissa: Oh, they‘re delightful,

delicious, amazing.

F&F: How old are they now?

Melissa: Five and seven.

12 FAMILY & friends Aucust 2004

 

ple split Sept. 19, 2001, eight years _

lyrics?

  

   

F&F: Mine turned 12 today.

Melissa: Oh, happy birthday.

F&F: Yes, he informed me at midnight that

he is now a pre—teen.

Melissa: (laughs) Get ready Mom.

(In June 2002, Melissa released her auto—

biography, The Truth Is: My Life in Love and

Music with Laura Morton. In the early pages

of the book, Melissa talks candidly about the

incestuous rape she suffered foryears at the

hands of her older sister, Jennifer, when the

two were alone.)

F&F: In your book, The Truth is, you talk

about your sister, Jennifer, and what went on

between you two when you were alone, how have your parents

and your sister taken that public revelation?

Melissa: (nervous laugh) That was not a popular thing in my

family. Um, you know my sister and | have a hugely strained

relationship so it really didn‘t matter, um not that it doesn‘t mat—

ter, but it remains strained so, there you go. My mother, comes

from the South, she believes in don‘t air our laundry out in pub—

lic. That‘s probably the one sore

spot in our relationship ... But,

you know, I‘m not going to

hold other people‘s secrets.

My whole life is based on

the truth, this is a book

called The Truth is, and

that‘s my truth and I‘m

sorry, but that‘s it.

F&F: Also in

reference _to

your book, you

wrote about some

of your first songs, —

noting that they were

 

  

            

  

        

  

"sad and lonely."

When you look

back —at them

today, do you

feel like it

was some

one —else

who wrote

t h o s e

"da fk‘

 



 

 

Melissa: Oh | know the little girl who wrote those. | know the

young woman and the young adult and I know I have been that; so

it‘s my history and it‘s a part of me, but thank goodness I have moved

through that and learned and grown and never have to go back there

again, ever.

F&F: In the book, you also talk about "trying to fill a hole" in

yourself. Have you finally filled that hole?

Melissa: Oh absolutely. 1 filled that with, um, loving myself

enough to let someone love me, and that‘s what I‘ve done.

F&F: With Tammy?

Melissa: Yes, with Tammy.

F&F: Do you find the happiness, well,

odd?

Melissa: Odd? (laughs) It has taken me

awhile to get used to actually having fun

and being happy ... I‘m into it now (laughs).

Bring it on.

F&F: You and Tammy have recently got—

ten married. What was that like for you?

Melissa: Oh, that was the greatest day

of my life. That was better, deeper, more

meaningful than | thought it would be. I

never really invested in marriage. | come

from the generation of gays that were like,

that‘s the straight thing to do, that‘s not a

part of my life. So it was a long journey to

doing that, and once I did it, ... It‘s huge

and it‘s really more than I ever imagined.

F&F: How do you feel about every gay

and lesbian having the right to be legally

married?

Melissa: | think it‘s of the utmost impor—

tance to our society and the betterment of

our country.

F&F: And why is that?

Melissa: Because it is the fabric of our society. What we‘re

built on is families and to reject a percentage of our citizenry and

their families is detrimental to our society.

(Recently, Melissa has been featured in a television adver—

tisement for the Human Rights Campaign. The ad features

Melissa strumming her guitar in a hotel room. She stops and

says to the audience: "I grew up thinking you could do anything,

and be anything, because that was the American dream. But

because I‘m gay... I‘m denied that. Because of people‘s preju—

dices, I‘m denied a civil right. Because I‘m gay... I can never get

married. Is that what America is about? | don‘t know... That‘s not

the America I was raised in." Then the text, "Don‘t write discrim—

ination into the Constitution. Stop the Federal Marriage

Amendment. Go to www.hrc.org" appears on the screen.)

— F&F: As if I really have to ask, do you plan to vote in

November?

Melissa: (laughs) Aww, If | could vote more than once I

would. Yeah, absolutely.

F&F: Have you had a chance to see Fahrenheit 9/11?

Melissa: Oh, saw it the first day it was out.

F&F: What was your reaction?

Melissa: (long pause) I mean, I had read his (Michael Moore)

books and I was aware of most of it so I wasn‘t surprised, but it

certainly was, (pause) it was dumfounding when you actually

saw the people who you know, you saw the words coming out of

their mouths and the facts were right in front of you. It was mov—

ing, it was patriotic. I found myself very patriotic about my coun—

try, saying my country deserves more, it‘s a good country. Yeah,

 
Tammy Lynn Michaels and Melissa

I had lots of different feelings aboutit.

F&F: A lot of the people we‘ve talked to that saw the film said

they felt betrayed.

Melissa: Oh, yes.

F&F: With Lucky being so up—beat, so positive, so different

from your previous work, how have audiences responded so far

on this tour?

Melissa: Oh, it‘s been wonderful. This has been one of my

favorite tours because of the songs, because we‘ve been having

so much fun and the audience ... | start

"Secret Agent" and it‘s so much fun and

"Breathe" is always good. All the new

songs just fit right in and it‘s really nice. It‘s

not like, "Oh, that‘s from the new album,"

and nobody knows it and they kinda sit

right back. It makes the show even more

energetic.

(Melissa is scheduled to perform at

Sam‘s Town Tunica in the River Palace

Entertainment Center Saturday, Aug. 14,

beginning at 8 p.m. Tickets, which are $65

and $55, can be purchased at Sam‘s Town

Tunica‘s box office; from TicketMaster by

calling (901) 525—1515 or going online to

www.ticketmaster.com, or by calling (800)

456—0711 to charge by phone.)

F&F: Your Aug. 14 date is at Sam‘s

Town Tunica, which is about a 20—minute

drive from Memphis. We know you‘ve per—

formed in Memphis before, but are you

familiar with Tunica?

Melissa: Don‘t know Tunica at all. If

you hadn‘t told me I was 20 minutes from

Memphis | might hot know it, so I‘ll be able

to say hello Memphis.

F&F: Have you ever played a casino before?

Melissa: | have played a couple. It‘s interesting. They‘re

the ones that actually have money this year. There are so

many, the music business is in such dire straights and the

touring business is just hurting so much this year so we actu—

ally found a lot of the casinos havethe money to pay the guar—

antees and to bring the people in and people will go there. It‘s

like more than just a concert, you can gamble a little bit and

have some fun.

F&F: Is playing a casino different than playing, say a coliseum?

Melissa: No, because actually I‘ve found the places in the

casinos are lovely theaters and arenas and such so | don‘t real—

ly notice that it‘s a casino because the auditoriums don‘t have

things in them ... it‘s not like there‘s dingling going on. They usu—

ally have very nice venus.

F&F: In your opinion, what makes a song good?

Melissa: A song that has truth in it. A song that sticks to a mind

or a soul, you know, that either the words, the meaning, the

melody, the rhythm, something moves something in someone else.

F&F: What would you say to our readers about your upcom—

ing concert at Sam‘s Town Tunica?

Melissa: Oh, | play for at least two hours, if not more, and it‘s

filled with songs from everyone of the albums. I have an awe—

some band. I‘ve got Kenny and Mark, and | have a new guitar

player named Phillip who‘s just genius. Gosh, I‘ve been having

such a great time, you know, so come with your comfortable

shoes on cause you‘re gonna be jumping up and down. | look

forward to coming to Memphis, around Memphis.
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High Schoo

John

loves

Cd

by Jim Norcross, staff writer

The letter marked "personal" came in the morning mail.. Paul

Brady‘s secretary, Kathryn had already opened it and placed it

on his desk. She felt any correspondence that arrived at the

insurance office fell under her jurisdiction, and it was her job to

open everything, even things marked "personal."

The envelope contained an announcement of Paul‘s 20th

—high school reunion, which was to be held on an approaching

weekend in his home town. Kathryn, always maternal, had writ—

ten in a margin of the letter, "Looks like fun. Why don‘t you go?"

She felt Paul needed to get out more now that he was separat—

ed and almost divorced from his third wife, Shelia.

Paul read the invitation. Had it really been 20 years?

Apparently Doris McGurney was organizing the event. For some

reason, the class had never had a reunion. Fat Doris — "Doris the

Dinosaur" the guys called her in school — had just decided it was

time. Doris was always a mover and a shaker.

Kathryn buzzed him on the intercom. "Acme Moving

Company‘s on line one. They want to meet again for lunch. Can

you do that today?"

"Tell them yes," Paul said, laying the letter aside. "Get the
time and place, and tell them I‘ll be there." He‘d been trying to
land the company‘s fleet coverage for more than a year.

Returning to the office from a grueling, 90—minute lunch full of
questions and tentative proposals, Paul slumped exhausted into

his chair. The account still danced out there beyond his grasp,
as the company couldn‘t seem to make up its mind as to whatit

wanted. He picked up the reunion invitation and read it again.

Then he took out his checkbook and wrote a check to cover his

reservation and. banquet fee, put it in an envelope, which he

addressed by hand, and tossed it in the "OUT" box.

The reunion might be fun. He wondered if Claudia Howard,

his high school sweetheart and the girl everyone assumed he

would marry just as soon as they graduated, would be there.

A week later, Paul walked into the banquet room of the local

Holiday Inn in his home town, suddenly aware that his age and
his waist were now approximately the same. He felt uncomfort—
able. Before entering the room, he smoothed his hair, which he
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had carefully arranged to cover the .
expanding bald spot, and sucked in

his abdomen.
Standing around in small groups

talking with each other were his for—
mer classmates, many of whom he
had not thought of in years. How dif—
ferent they all looked, especially the
hairstyles, which had changed so
much. John Haskett was now almost

U completely bald, while Sonny Diffey

C/ and Bill Jackson both sported mus—

qu’lq taches. Marty Owens, who did not
even shave in high school, had grown
a beard.

Paul went immediately to the bar to
get a drink. He heard his name being
called and looked around.

"Paul, Paul. Over here. It‘s me, Pat
Hamilton — you know Patti Lou
Corney." Paul hardly recognized her.
The former head cheerleader and, sec—
ond to Claudia Howard, the prettiest girl

in the class, had gained at least 40 pounds. The strawberry

blonde curls she used to flip and toss about as a cheerleader

had disappeared. Now her hair was matronly short with strands
of gray weaving through it.

"Patti Lou. Hello there. You look —," Paul groped for words.
"Go on and say it. | look different. I know it. But you know after

three kids, things change. I‘m divorced now. Did you know that?"
"No." Again he groped for words. "So, what are you doing

these days?"
"I work for the telephone company in the city. I‘m surprised I

haven‘t run into you there." She then added with pride, "I just
made division manager on my job."

Paul smiled, unable to image Patti Lou in charge of anything
more important than the refreshments for the Junior—Senior Prom.

"Here‘s my business card," Patti Lou giggled: "Call me some—
time and we‘ll go out for a drink. I always wished you‘d‘ ask me out
when we were in school. Captain of the football team and all that!
Wow!" She rolled her eyes in jest.‘ "But you only had eyes for
Claudia, of course." She leaned forward and whispered, "Everyone
just knew you two would be married right after graduation."

"I guess they did," Paul said.

"Well, you‘ve certainly kept your looks," Patti.Lousa|d step—
ping back to look at Paul. She giggled and threw one hand over
her mouth. "I‘m sorry! Don‘t want to embarrass you. I heard you

were divorced. Are you seeing any one now?"
Paul was suddenly defensive and nervous. "No, I‘m not. I just

need a little time to get my head together. Divorce ean be a bitch.

| guess I don‘t have to tell you that." *
"Oh, tell me about it," said Patti Lou, taking his arm and steer—

ing him to a chair. "Now, take a seat. I‘m helping Doris. In a few
« minutes, we‘re going to go around the room and ask people to

tell about themselves and what they have been doing."
"Is Claudia here?" Paul asked, looking around as Patti Lou

steered him to a chair. A look he couldn‘t interpret passed over
her face. She turned and ran across the floor to help Doris get

people seated and said nothing.
Don Mottsinger was the first to speak. He said he worked for

See High School Reunion, page 16
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from page 14

the Post Office and played with a country band on the week—
ends. Marty Owens drove an 18—wheeler coast to coast and Bill
Jackson was employed by Wal—Mart. Sandra Culpepper had
divorced the guy who worked on the oil rigs and had returned
home after living in Lafayette, Louisiana, for several years, and
was now doing hair out of her double—wide trailer on Pine Street.
John Haskett and Marilyn Epps, who had dated all through
school, were married and owned a McDonald‘s franchise in
Pettis County. They had four children.

Billy Bob Tutwilder Jr., whose father was a preacher but who
still knew the dirtiest jokes and who had come up with an ingen—
ious way of peeking into the girls‘ shower room — one minute
peek for two dollars, payable to him in advance — was resplen—
dent in a lime—green polyester suit, and to Paul‘s surprise, had
become a fundamentalist minister like his father.

Harold Duby was married to Joanne Goodman, and they
were the first in the class to become grandparents. They operat—
ed a dairy farm west of town, and had just installed a fancy new
milking apparatus of some kind, of which they seemed quite
proud — maybe prouder than of the first grandchild.

Hollis Simpson was running for sheriff, and Sonny Diffey had
a Texaco station on the interstate. Sonny wasn‘t able to attend,
but Patti Lou read a letter from him in which he said the grand
opening of his new location was happening at the same time as
the reunion, so he couldn‘t come, but he invited everyone to
come by for a free Pepsi and a hot dog and to register for the
color television he was giving away.

Wanda Millsap had never married and was teaching grade
school. Suzie Morton was a housewife who sold Avon part—time,
though she had a degree in accounting from State College.

Doris McGurney, whom Paul didn‘t even recognize when she
rose to speak, was a widow now. She had apparently married an
older fellow who had died and left her well—fixed. She had lost the
40 pounds Patti Lou had gained, and the bump on her nose had
been removed. Her hair was bleached to a very light shade of
blonde, and she was very good—looking. It was hard to think that
she was ever known as "The Dinosaur." Looking fit and tan, she
said she was just back from a South American cruise. At her side
was an obviously younger—guy, —a deeply—tanned, Latin beach—boy
type. She introduced him as Raoul. He wore a fawn linen jacket
with the sleeves turned back, and avtight—fitting shirt, which had
several buttons undone to reveal a hairy and muscular chest. His
pants were even tighter than his shirt, andhe wore no socks.

Doris and Raoul were obviously living together, and Paul
couldn‘t believe Doris would be so open about this to the group.
Raoul was incredibly handsome and Paul found.—himself envying
Doris;thinking she had dohe allright for herself.

As Paul glanced across the table at the two of them, he noticed
that Raoul seemed to be staring at him intensely. Paul tried to
avoid his gaze, but found himself looking back in spite of himself.

Some of the class members were noticeably absent. Patti
Lou read aloud how Buddy Bodenhammer had suffered a fatal

~ heart attack and Barbara Elzard had been killed in an auto acci—
dent coming home from a PTA meeting. Patti Lou said no one
seemed to know what had ever happened to Charlene Salveeter
since she left town with that guy in the service. Don Mottsinger
and Hollis Simpson snickered when Charlene‘s name was men—
tioned. Everyone — certainly the guys — knew Charlene was

See High School Reunion, nage 17
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from page 16

about the wildest girl in the class.

There was a brief mention of how Claudia Howard was now

operating a fishing camp down at the lake. Paul smiled when he

heard that, remembering how Claudia used to be scared to even

bait a fish hook.

After dessert, while waiting for the music for dancing to start,

Paul got another drink and found Patti Lou. As they talked, Doris

stood with Raoul, her arm draped through his.

"What‘s going on with Claudia?" Paul asked.

There was silence. Patti Lou became flustered and at a loss

for words, which was unusual for her. "I keep forgetting you‘ve

been away at college and in the Marines. Do you remember how

Claudia went out to San Francisco to visit Miss Fleming? You

know, the one who use to teach girls physical education."

"Yes."

"Something funny happened to Claudia out there. She

changed after coming back from San Francisco. Remember how

pretty she used to be — her make—up always perfect and her hair

just so and in the latest style? Do you recall how her mother was

wanting her to enter those beauty pageants?" Patti Lou stopped

and stared into space and then continued, "I‘ll never forget how

pretty she looked the night you two were crowned Prom King

and Queen. Remember that?"

"That was a long time ago," Paul said, embarrassed. He finished

his drink with a gulp and looked up only to find Raoul staring at him

again with those big black eyes, a slight smile across his face. "Why

in the hell was he looking at me like that?," Paul wondered.

Z

elers
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"Well," said Doris. "Claudia doesn‘t seem to care about how

she looks now. She runs around in old flannel shirts and jeans or

cut—offs — her hair is really short and usually a mess. She never

wears make—up anymore." Doris leaned over closer to Paul. She

looked around and then said, "She‘s living with another woman,

someone she met in San Francisco and who moved back with

her here. Everybody refers to this woman as Mike. She looks

just like a boy. I‘m sure Claudia‘s mother is embarrassed.

Everyone is talking."

Claudia a lesbian? Could it be? Still fighting his own feeling

for other men, Paul was stunned. When Claudia had called and

broken off their relationship, he had felt both shaken and

relieved. It had never occurred to him though that she could pos—
sibly be gay. Everyone was sure they were screwing their brains
out. Which wasn‘t true, of course.

Suddenly, extremely uncomfortable, Paul excused himself

and went to the bar for another drink while Patti Lou and Doris

studied his reaction.

At the bar, he was suddenly aware of Raoul squeezing in

close behind him, holding up empty glasses to be refilled.

"Jack Daniels and water," Paul said to the bartender. He

turned sideways to let a customer pick up their drinks from the

bar, and came face to face with Raoul, who smiled revealing

even, white teeth.

"Damn!," thought Paul, envying Doris, thinking she was one
lucky bitch.

"Having a good time?" Raoul asked, still smiling. He had a

deep voice with just a hint of an accent.

Paul didn‘t answer, but turned back, trying to get the bar—

See High School Reunion, page 23
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A SHOUT OUT TO:

JERRY and BOYCE, owners of LORENZ. We see you are

working hard to improve the place, making it more accessible

and usable. We really love the maze entrance.

ALL THOSE "FAMILY" VOLUNTEERS AT WKNO who give

hours of their time to help out Memphis‘s public broadcasting

station. Many were on duty at the "ANTIQUES ROADSHOW"

filming in Memphis July 31. Family & Friends was there as well,

see page 24 for some pictures of this fun event.

Director TONY HORNE for a magnificent production of NO

NIGGERS, NO JEWS, NO DOGS, on stage at THE CIRCUIT

PLAYHOUSE, 1705 Poplar Avenue, now through Aug. 22.

THE FOLKS meeting monthly at the Memphis Gay & Lesbian

Community Center for LET‘S ALL MEET & CHILL NIGHT, where

race relations and multiculturalism are discussed. For more

information call, the center.

Happy Birthday, BOBBY BLAKE! He will celebrate his birth—

day with a BIRTHDAY BASH Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Aug.

13—15, at THE PARAGON, 2865 Walnut Grove Road. Look for

details on this much anticipated event on page 20.

AREA TIDBITS:

Congratulations to the new board members of the MEMPHIS

GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTER, who were elected by

acclamation July 11. The new board consists of LEN

PIECHOWSKI, president; NOEL TROXELL, secretary; MARTY

KATZ, treasurer, and BRANDON COLE, THYRON COLEMAN,

ANDY EISKAMP, SONIA GARNER and JAMES WILLIAMS,
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e Auto

* Life

* Business
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members at large.

The MEMPHIS LESBIAN AND GAY COALITION FOR JUS—

TICE has temporarily suspended its demonstration for gay

rights, which has been held the past several months at the cor—

ner of McLean and Union on Saturdays at noon.

The MYSTIC KREWE OF APHRODITE is looking for new

"kittens." Those desiring to pledge this organization of women

need to be 21 or older and enjoy raising money for worthy organ—

izations in our community through shows and benefits. Founded

in 1978, Aphrodite contributes its success as the longest stand—

ing, all—women‘s organization in Tennessee to the fact that "it

always will be a sisterhood who are volunteers first and mem—

bers second." Aphrodite invites women of all races, creeds and

ages to consider this organization as their own by calling (901)

487—2223.

A PUBLIC ISSUES FORUM is slated for Sunday, Aug. 8, at 3

p.m., at the Memphis Central Library branch, located at 3030

Poplar Avenue, to discuss "BALANCING CIVIL RIGHTS AND

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM." REV. JEAN ROWE of Neshoba

Unitarian Universalist Church will facilitate. Panelists include

DR. LARRY BATES, Information Radio Network; JIM MAY—

NARD, Memphis Freethought Alliance, and EMMA MARTIN,

Whitehaven Mental Health Center.

Six teams have already been formed for the MEMPHIS GAY

& LESBIAN BASKETBALL LEAGUE. Want to watch? Weekly

play began Sunday, Aug. 1. Want to play? There is still room for

you. Call HERSCHEL at (901) 336—8454, for more info.

THE SHOT NURSE Immunization and Wellness Service will

conduct a walk—in clinic on Saturday, Aug. 21, from 3 to 5 p.m.,

at the MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTER, 892

South Cooper. Services offered include HIV blood testing ($35),

Hepatitis B testing ($35), cholesterol/triglyceride levels ($25),

anemia ($25), liver/kidney function ($25) and prostate or colon

cancer ($40). Vaccinations are available for Hepatitis A ($75),

Hepatitis B ($65), Tetanus/diphtheria ($25) and pneumonia

($30). Vitamin B12 injections, for energy and improved immuni—

ty, are available for $20. All services also are available on a walk—

in basis at The Shot Nurse offices, located at 4646 Poplar

Avenue, Suite 100. For more.information, call (901) 685—9999 or

go online to www.shotnurse.com.

NATIONAL TIDBITS:

In 2002, LAMBDA LEGAL filed an ethics complaint with the
MISSISSIPPI Commission on Judicial Performance against

~ JUDGE CONNIE GLENN WILKERSONfor the statement, “gays
and lesbians should be put in some type of mental institute .
which he had included in a letter to the editor ofa local newspa-.
per~The commission charged ‘Wilkerson with willful misconduct
and breaching the canons of the Code of Judicial Conduct of
Mississippi and asked the Mississippi Supremé Court to sanc—
tion the judge. However, in July, in a 5—2 decision, the Supreme
Court refused to sanction Wilkerson, saying his statement was
within his First Amendment rights.

LAMBDA LEGAL filed a lawsuit against FOOT LOCKER INC.
on behalf of a South Carolina sales clerk, who was gay and
alleged he was harassed at two stores, then fired, despite Foot
Locker—havingan anti—discrimination policy. Lambda Legal tried
to work with Foot Locker to resolve the issue for at least a year
before filing the lawsuit.

See, Bulletin, page 23
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DJ CHRIS JOHNSON of LA — theormotherDJ SEDRICK OF washmgmn} do
THE OXYGEN BAR WILL BE OPEN TO EVERYONE
after party by the BACK DOOR BOYS

— SATURDAY,,

The housemother Ill smmcu of washington,de—> }
DJ CHRIS JOHNSON of LA — FLEX DEON BLAKE, JC CARTER, DR,um.
SHADOW, BOY WONDER/strippers — BOBBY BLAKE HCST BLATINO |
saturday night — BACK DOOR BOYS after party, as wellely

THE NIGHT OF TITLE HOLDERS
guest mc SOPHIA MCINTOSH

special guest AMBER STAR and many more
& This party will be off da chain like last year — bring a friend

it‘s open to the public and lots of out—of—town people will be in the house!
Don‘t forget — producer EDWARD JAMES will be in da house each night!
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TI‘IXIG “IIIIIIIBI'IIIISSV recalls IIIIWshewaslllll'll
by Patricia Pair, publisherWhile distributing magazines at J-Wags, we were told of an

upcoming event, "Blast From ThePast," featuring the legendary
drag talents of Trixie Thunderpussy. f A
We knew immediately we had to attend. Why? Because

some 20 years ago, we had seen Trixie perform at George‘s on —
Marshall and couldn‘t wait toseeher again.

On July 10, aftera six—year hiatus, Trixie took the stage

dressed in her familiar habit, a nun‘s habit that is. Trixie was, in

a word, fabulous, just as she had always been. (for pictures of
the show, see page 44). —

Family & Friends caught up with Tnx1e at her Mississippi
home recently. J

F&F: Howlonghaveyou been performing?
Trixie: Oh Lord, (laughing) 1 couldn‘t tell you how long ago

that was. Trixie was born oneSunday afternoon in the penthouse
of the old Skyline Towers. We were having a Sunday morning —
party. Sharon Wray is probably the guilty culprit responsible for
Trixie. We were sitting around having what we called "lesbian:
punch," and decided to go to George‘s on Marshall Sharon said,
"Let‘s get him in drag, and that‘s how Trixie wascreated.

—F&F: Where did the

name Trixie Thunderpussy,
Acome from?. —>

Trixie: | can‘t remember
but I think it was a group effort.

on Sharon Wray, too, (laugh—
ing) but I really don‘t remem—
‘ber. Is Sharon still around?

; F&F: Yes, she owns The
Madison
Jungle.

Trixie: Well, thenext time you
see her,tell herTrixie says hi.

F&F: How long ago was all

that?

A e o Trixie: Oh,

Sharon had that little bar, Psych Out, back then.

F&F: That had to have been 25 years ago or more. I mean,

that was before The Pendulum and Psych Out II on Marshall.

Trixie: Probably. You know,| went with Sharon as her show

director when she opened the Psych Out II. _ &

F&F: Really? The only thing I remember aboutthe Psych Out

II was Debra DeJean performing.

Trixie: Yes. There‘s probably not a bar in town I havent per—
formed in over the years. And, let‘s not forget some of the stunts
I have pulled (laughing). .

F&F: Tell me about it. How do youcome up W|th those let‘s
say, not quite mainstream, songs? %

Trixie in her habit

 

1 don‘t know.»

Trixie: | havealwaysgone to every effort to flnd every song _

that offends someone or makes someone smile, even if it does —

offend them. Trixie was never meant to be real so | don‘t take

myself too seriously. Trixie wasfor entertainment only.

I also have never lived the lifeas a woman, as so manyper—

formers have. Nothing against them, mind you, because I

believe that they truly are men trapped in a woman‘s body.

As for the songs, a lot of people would suggest them to me.

Trixie accomplished what she setout to do.

F&F: Whatdo you think of theMemphis gay bar scene today?

six years. At that
timeit was time

~on. | wanted, I

Of course, | want to blame that —

Flame and The f

—— recent
They were always off—the—wall and funny. If you smlled ‘then. .

|
wouldnt know. —

That (her July 10 _

show) was the —

first time — I‘ve

been in aclub in _

for me to move

hate to say, settle —

down, but | had

been with my

lover of five years

then and _ we

bought a house

in MISSISSIppI and —
well, ___ things
change. (Editor‘s
Note: They are
still _ together \
today) ; ; Sk

~ So, | did afarewell show at The OtherSide: (now closed) and
wentinto retirement. I had quit J—Wagsa couple of years before that
—1 had been the show director at J—Wags for 100 years (laughing).
But, seriously, everythlng (in thebar scene today) has

 

changed. I still remember the Sunday afternoon shows when __
nothing started later than 10 p.m.

F&F: 1 know, seems likewe have to. take anapbefore gomg
out nowadays. _
Trixie: Tell me about it. When they said the(July 10) show

was going to start at mldnlght I thought at mldnlght I‘m home
—and in bed asleep.

F&F:Where do you stand on samesex marriage? ___
Trixie: I‘m all for it. R

_ F&F: Because ..
Trixie: Well, number one,because 1, myself would Ilke 196. | ."

the government to recognize me. I‘ve got some strong opinions
_ about that, which you probably cantprlnt However, let‘s just say

that | feel like: if the government expects young men and women
to serve for their country, then their country should servethem.

F&F: 1 couldn‘t agree more. Come November the people

have to vote George (W. Bush) out of office. ___ __
_ Trixie: Thank you. Thank you. You can absolutely rubber
stamp that on this interview. —
. Far.Looklng toward the future ..
Tr|x1e Who knows, (laughing) maybein other 10years If Fm7

} not in awheelchalr I‘ll perform again.

J—Wags
Owner
Tommy _
Stewart
and ___

Trixie __
— before

the

   

show.
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Living Word
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2489 Broad Avenue
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C—¥ gallant has art that‘s not so invisible
"We want to bring in art that isn‘t invisible, art that makes theviewer really look at it, not through it," said Donna Bowers, ownerof Healing Planet and Painted Planet. This funky Cooper—Youngretail gallery shop, located in the heart of the C—Y district at 2158—60 Young Avenue, has a mission, not to just take your hard—earnedmoney for a new painting, sculpture, brightly—colored jewelry oreclectic bric—a—brac, but to take your money and share it with theless fortunate. A commission from sales benefits many local chari—ties and organizations. Such groups as churches, homeless organ—izations and people who suffer from illnesses have been fortunate 

Bulletin
from page 18

On July 14, CANADAS YUKON TERRITORY was ordered bya trial court to give a gay couple a marriage license, adding tothe list of Canadian provinces recognizing same—sex marriages.WINN—DIXIE has now added gays and lesbians to its anti—dis—crimination policy. This is another corporate giant who has suc—cumb to the pressures of the NEW YORK CITY EMPLOYEE‘SRETIREMENT SYSTEM AND NYC COMPTROLLER WILLIAMTHOMPSON JR., who have campaigned diligently to urgeFortune 500 companies to adopt policies that specifically bardiscrimination based on sexual orientation. Other companieswho have amended their policies under this campaign include,Cracker Barrel, JCPenney, Lockheed Martin, FedEx, GoodyearTire & Rubber Company and Waste Management Inc.DANIELLE SWOPE, 40, who was born as a hermaphrodite(intersexed) and listed as male on her birth certificate, wasforced to play in the Fort Wayne MEN‘S City Tournament,because of her classification on her birth certificate. The MERID—IAN, MISS.—BORN woman, who has undergone gender—reas—signment surgeries to become completely female, had applied toplay in the women‘s tournament.In 1977, attorney ELLIS RUBIN helped Anita Bryant to get theworld‘s first gay rights ordinance overturned in Dade County, Fla.Now, he represents same—sex couples in suits throughoutFlorida and has filed a legal challenge against the FederalDefense of Marriage Act.On July 29, the AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASsSOCIA—TION endorsed marriage equality for same—sex couples andalso said it opposed discrimination against gay and lesbianpar—ents. Its research.substantiates that the well—bemg of a Chl|d is
unrelated to sexual orientation.

farm animal manure along the parade route.

MISSOURI recently was added to the list of states that have
now amended their state constitution to prohibit the recognition
of same—sex marriages.

However, keep your eyes on the state of WASHINGTON to
follow the lead of MASSACHUSETTS, allowing same—sex mar—
riages. A Superior Court Judge ruled same—sex couples should
be allowed to be married in that state; however, the answer rests
with the state‘s Supreme Court, which will hear an appeal on the
judge‘s decision.

to receive monetary assistance from the sale of works at the shop.
The crowd was gathering quickly the night I came to see their

latest monthly showing, this one titled "Red, White and Blues,"
appropriately named for the month of July and the reoccurring
theme of music in the artists work.

The gallery is loaded with work! Name the style, genre or
whatever it is you relate to, and you will find it here! My kaleido—
scopic sensation overload was at full tilt and I managed to focus
in on the artists | was seeking; their works grabbed my attention
with a mix of whimsy and true artistic skill.

Stephen Hudson‘s paintings and mixed media relief sculptures
depict a true Southern hospitality with views of dirt road gas sta—
tions in vibrant hues and details. His piece, titled "James Cotton,"
is a mixed media sculpture that depicts two large hands holding a
harmonica. The application of paint is rich and heavily applied.

Arthur Covington‘s series of paintings and small relief works
were by far my favorites. His subjects are largely those of
African—American families and individuals. His style ranges from
cubistic to that of famed artist Jacob Lawrence. His piece, titled
"Grace," shows three women rhythmically dancing, draped in
red, white and green tones.

Possibly the more commercial and locally—known artist,
Kingfish, had a series of paintings that varied in size and depict—
ed portraits of blues artists and musicians. Kingfish‘s recogniza—
ble use of bold, heavy outlines and somewhat primitive, folksy
use of the medium are a simplistic but well executed use of the
subjects‘ faces. The works are small in size.

Colleen Fortner‘s "Fab Four" series of paintings show us the
Beatles in their hey day in muted tones of browns, umbers and
greens. Also, in the show are computer—manipulated photos by
Phil Black and a guitar that has been painted with the portrait of
Marilyn Monroe by Carol Robison. It is identical in the style of
pop artist Andy Warhol.

With so much to see and absorb, plan on spending a stress—
free afternoon at the gallery. The variety of works are grand and
so enjoyable to view. | fell madly in lust for the mixed media
paintbrush sculptures of "Mr. Imagination." 4

You will be surprised at what or whom you may find! My eye
caught some works by none other than Starqueen herself!

(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in
this column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those
of Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.)
 

—High School Reunion

A CONWAY, ARK., farmer expressed his dislike for the first —

gay rights parade in that small town by spreading threetons of from page 17

tender‘s attention. He was uncomfortable and very aware of how

closeRaoul was standing. Then Paul felt a hand caressing his thigh;

he knew it had to be Raoulas it sure as hell wasn‘t Don Mottsinger.

"I need to talk to you about some insurance for the sports car

Doris bought me," said Raoul, leaning closer.

"How about us getting together soon for a drink so we can

discuss it?" Raoul took out a pen, scribbled a number on a nap—

kin, and poked it into Paul‘s coat pocket. "Call me." Still flashing

those perfect teeth, Raoul picked up his two vodka tonics and

headed back to where Doris was waiting.
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Clueless again

The Human Rights Campaign, America‘s

largest gay organization, uninvited comedian

Margaret Cho from headlining the biggest gay event at the

Democratic National Convention.

Why? "We were apprised to expect an incendiary and con—

troversial performance," said HRC communications boss

Steven Fisher.

What had they been planning for, I wonder? It "is" Margaret

Cho. Despite asking Fisher this question several different ways,

I never got an answer.

My initial inquiries were met with a form—letter from

HRC‘s J. Smith.

It said: "We‘re sorry for any distress or embarrassment our

decision may have caused. We, too, are disappointed and sad—

dened about an environment where GLBT Americans are the

focus of President Bush‘s effort to distract American voters. The

best way to bring about a positive and inclusive America is to

defeat President Bush in November. With enormous national

press attention at our event, we want to ensure that the only

messages coming out of Boston are positive. We did not want to

allow the GLBT community, and our celebration, to be used as

political fodder for the extreme right at this particular time, in this

particular setting. That‘s why we made this decision."

Later, Fisher phoned me, then e—mailed: "I was thinking about

our conversation and | think you‘re right —I can‘t say it‘s 100 per—

"cent that Cho‘s performance would have created a bigger media

firestorm than what‘s going on now. But | think the risk was very

Woekner Wirt

—

EorroriarComments sy Rex WOCKNER

real. And | think our taking a hit in the community is worth avoid—

ing even a 30 percent chance of distracting from the efforts to

defeat George W. Bush. Our community is their target and we

can‘t give them any opportunities. If | were a Republican opera—

tive and I heard that Margaret Cho was going to be debuting new

material at the gay event at the convention, I‘d make sure press

was there. And they already were going to be. We have to keep

our eye on the prize."

Then they shouldn‘t have invited Margaret in the first place.

Canceling her looks like censorship. Censorship is anathema in

America. It never goes down well. That the highly paid profes—

sionals at our biggest gay political organization do not under—

stand this is very weird.

It makes me wonder if you ought not redirect your donations

to the ACLU gay—rights project, Lambda Legal or the National

Gay and Lesbian Task Force, which I think may see a rebirth

under fabulous new E.D. Matt Foreman.

These three groups make fewer missteps than HRC, which

has a history of pissing people off, locally and nationally. Are

they stupid? Pompous? Smarter than all the rest of us? Or do

they just not care?
Musings on security

While it‘s neither here nor there for gays, I (recently) experi—

enced weirdness at the Cheesecake Factory. | walked into the

roped—off media area and stood two feet from California

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger to take pictures of him without

See Wockner Wire, page 25
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The U.S.

P o s t a 1

Service _will

salute James

Baldwin when

a stamp in his

honor goes on

sale Aug. 1.

The 20th stamp in its

Literary Arts series honors

Baldwin, one of the foremost

American writers of the 20th

century. Baldwin‘s essays,

plays, novels, short stories
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and poems

explore vari—

ous subjects,

including race

relations, the

arts, love and

sexuality, and

always show

their author‘s strong moral

conscience. Baldwin‘s work

made him a leading intellectu—

al figure during the years of

the civil rights movement in

America.
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Wockner Wire

from page 24

anyone looking at my police—issued media ID or making any

effort whatsoever to be sure | wasn‘t a dangerous person.

That seems strange in this day and age when you‘re dealing

with the leader of the world‘s sixth—largest economy. I can‘t imag—

ine being able to just walk up to the leader of Germany or France

or Japan like that.

The Governator apparently is as brave as the Terminator.

Nonetheless, someone should have patted me down and

taken a good look at my police ID to make sure it was authentic.

Speaking of security, I‘m filing today from the Democratic

Convention. | trust I‘ll make it out of here — and out of the

Republican Convention in New York — in one piece.

Security in Boston is beyond intense — nearby Interstate 93 is

shut down; cops with big machine guns are everywhere; military

police are guarding the subway entrances; police keep boarding

the subway and digging through my backpack; helicopters keep

buzzing me; the Fleet Center is utterly cut off from the rest of the

city and its subway stop is closed, and protesters have been

sent to a really ugly "designated free speech zone" — fully out of

sight and mind.

Somebody‘s nervous, that‘s for sure.

(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in

this column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those

of Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.)

Improve your GLBT 1.Q.

Read Family & Friends

FOR THE

OPEN—MINDED MEMPHIAN"

 

 

The Shot Nurse

Immunization and Wellness Service

wants to help you and your loved ones stay healthy!

AUGUST IS NATIONAL

IMMUNIZATION AWARENESS MONTH

Did You Know ...

+ Everyone should have a Tetanus/Diptheria booster every

ten years whether you step on a rusty nail or not?

+ Hepatits A remains at very high levels in Memphis/Shelby County

chilcare and food service industry workers?

Hepatits B vaccinations are imperative for people who have

multiple sex partners and men who have sex with other men?

+ Certain immunizations are required or recommended for travel

outside the United States?

Vitamin B12 injections may help boost your energy level, decrease

headaches and improve your immune system?

We offer Meningitis, Hepatitis A and B, Typhoid, Chickenpox, Yellow Fever,

Rabies, Japanese Encephalitis, Pneumonia and Tetanus/Diptheria vaccines.

Flu shots and FluMist nasal vaccine (Oct—Feb only).

Visit our website www.shotnurse.comfor more information on these vaccines,

Vitamin B—12 shots, TB skin testing, DrugScan 5 urine tests, various blood tests

(including HIVand Hep B), CPR clases and our speakers bureau.

THE SHOT NURSE WILL COME TO YOU FOR A GROUPOF 10!

Walk—in 4646 Poplar/So. Perkins M—F 10—4 Wed 10—6 901—685—9999

www.shotnurse.com
  

Searchingfor Your

Dream Home?

REALTOR® MLS

*Look at our NEW SEARCH Features*
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Geez, are the planets align—

ing or something? It seems like

Memphis and the Mid—South

are becoming gay and lesbian

central at least as far as major GLBT celebri—
ties and icons are concerned.
We know that they didn‘t get together

and plan this, but that doesn‘t matter.
What does matter is that the Memphis and
Mid—South GLBT community shall reap
the rewards.

What am | talking about? That‘s easy.
The lineup of entertainment planned in the
area beginning this month and continuing
into October.

Let me show you what I mean:
+ Aug. 14, Melissa Etheridge will play

the River Palace Entertainment Center at
Sam‘s Town Tunica at 8 p.m. (Tickets are
$65 and $55 each, www.ticketmaster.com,
(901) 525—1515 or (800) 456—0711) Melissa
Etheridge at Sam‘s Town? Who woulda
thought it possible?

+ Sept. 10, Margaret Cho will bring her
"State of Emergency" tour to The Orpheum at 8
p.m. (Tickets are $39.50 and $29.50 each,
www.ticketmaster.com or (901) 525—1515) Cho
also will perform at the Robinson Center Music
Hall in Little Rock Oct. 30, at 8 p.m.

*+ Sept. 11, GLBT icon Cher is scheduled to
perform at the DeSoto County Civic Center in
Southaven, Miss., beginning at 7:30 p.m.
(Tickets are $78.75 and $58.75 each, www.tick—
etmaster.com or (901) 525—1515) She also is
planning shows. in Chattanooga and

Birmingham, according to her website.
« Sept. 22, Ani Difranco will bring her

"Vote Dammit" tour to The New Daisy
Theatre on Beale Street at 8 p.m. (doors
open at 7 p.m. because this show is general
admission). And, joining Difranco will be les—
bian comedian Suzanne Westenhoefer with
an appearance by the Indigo Girls. Wow,
what a major lineup! (Tickets are $30 plus a
$2 charity fee each, www.newdaisy.com)

« Oct. 8—10, the Memphis Gay and Lesbian
Community Center is bringing to town out,
retired major league baseball player Billy Bean
for the MGLCC‘s 2nd Annual Gaymes.

Almost makes ya think someone colored in
Memphis on the map with a rainbow crayon!

This is of special interest to all you lesbian
writers out there. Nick A. Davis, a brilliant,
same—gender—loving brother of color in our
community, has a really cool e—zine called
Detour Memphis. For all of you who don‘t
know, an e—zine is a magazine published on
the Internet.

Recently, Davis told me he is looking for
lesbian writers. Writers of anyhing from
short stories to poetry and just about every—
thing in between.

He described Detour Memphis as a place
where writers, who may or may not have had
their works accepted by the traditional literary
world, can get their works published.

For more information, or to submit some—
thing to him, visit his website at
www.detourmemphis.com.

  

Need

someone to

talk to?

Memphls

Area _ =~

Gay

Y outh

A peer support
& discussion

group

(901) 335—MAGY) \_ 
  

separate ETHNIC/MULTICULTURAL section
Complete gay—friendly resources & businesses: accommodations, bars,

{pr bookstores, dentists, doctors, lawyers, therapists, travel services,
~] ~ organizations, media, religious groups, helplines & HIV/AIDS resources.

USA/CANADA: $15 by first class mail: Includes all states *
and provinces, plus nationalheadquarters of

~ organizations, mail order companies, etc.
EAST and SOUTH Edition: $12 by first class mail

AL, AR, AZ, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, Hi, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MO,
MS, NH, NJ, NM, NYNC,OH OK PA PR Ri, SC, TN,

Find us at gay—friendly stores like
Inz & Outz, Memphis 901—728—6535

Outlioud Books & Gifts, Nashville 615—340—0034
Outwrite, Atlanta 404—607—0082

and see http://gayellowpages.com/2buy.htm
For free listing application, prices, mailing labels, etc.,

please send self—addressed stamped envelope to
_ Renaissance House, PO Box 533—FF, Village Stn, NY, NY 10014

http://gayeliowpages.com

(GAYELLOW PAGES"

INFORMING THE LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL &
TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY SINCE 1973

All editions include a
separate WOMEN‘S section and a.

Index & fast access phone list.

TX. US Virgin ls, VA, VT, WV

Voice: 212—674—0120 Fax: 212—420—1126

 

 Email: gayellowpages@earthlink.

joa 
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Lil Mo, Oohzee, Raquel

Lord highlight Paragon

White Party in August

Songwriter and recording artist Lil‘ Mo, dance sensation

Oohzee and Drag Diva Raquel Lord will be the featured enter—

tainers at The Paragon‘s 1st Annual White Party set for Sunday,

Aug. 29, at Stop 345, located at 345 Madison Avenue.

Lil‘ Mo‘s background sounds can be heard on many of hip

hop‘s biggest hits, including Missy "Misdemeanor" Elliott‘s "Hot

Boyz," Jay—Z‘s "Parkin‘ Lot Pimpin" and Ja Rule‘s "Put It On Me"

and "I Cry."

Lif Mo put her sound down on her own CD, Based on a True

Story, in 2001. From that CD, the single "Superwoman Pt. II,"

made it to the forefront.

"A virtuoso in which gospel emotion meets street savvy ...

think: A 21st century Patty LaBelle," wrote Elle. "Lil‘ Mo sings

with flare and writes with maturity and street sensibility beyond

her 22 years," declared The Source.

In 2003, Lil‘ Mo‘s Meet the Girl Next Door was released.

The first single, "A4Ever," featuring Fabolous, has received

rave reviews.

 

 

 

mame zum

The new slate of board members for the Memphis Gay and Lesbian _
Community Center include, back row, from left, Sonia Garner; Thyron
Coleman; Brandon Cole, and James Williams, members at—large, and
front row, from left, Marty Katz, treasurer; Len Piechowski, president,
and Heidi Williams, vice president. Not pictured are Noel Troxell, secre—
tary, and member at—large Andy Eiskamp.
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Bienvenue et salut mes amis!! Summer is
winding down faster than the prosecution
sought to tear down America‘s Sweetheart,

Martha Stewart, and her self—built empire. Yet in music, all I‘ve
been hearing about is how swamp rat, Britney Spears, is a
home wrecker for taking back dancer and You Got Served
extra, Kevin Federline, from his

newborn baby‘s momma.

In other news, Hole front

woman and Thrash Mistress her—

self, Courtney Love, turned her—

self into the police and avoided

arrest July 23. She was allowed

to turn herself into any police sta—

tion of her choice and posted a

$150,000 bail. The same courtesy

wasn‘t afforded to Michael

Jackson, who was arrested last

November on charges alleging

commitment of lewd acts on a

minor. He had to pay a three mil—

lion dollar bail; the "gloved one"

also is suspected of allegedly pay—

ing a surrogate for a bigger family
of quadruplets.

And, music fans, I just want to
remind you that Sheryl Crow‘s
"loverboy," Lance Armstrong, was

incredible during the Tour De

France! J‘adore Lance Armstrong!

Every summer | make a list of

songs that make me want to grab

the board and run out to the beach,

especially when I can‘t get to one.
Sometimes it‘s only one song, but
this year I‘ve been graced with
more than five great summer
songs and 10 summer CDs. If you
haven‘t made an official list of

songs that summarize what sum—
mer meant to you yet, then con— .
sider these totally awesome wave
runner artists! __

Richie Havens

Grace of Sun

If functionality and unparal—
leled folk world music is what
you dream of, you must hear
Richie Havenseffort, Grace of
Sun. The music moves to the
beat of Africa, with the rhythm of
the Caribbean and inner pulse of
South America. Every note and
melody has sweeping curves and
sleek lines. Don‘t be scared of the
World genre. It doesn‘t mean
something ergonomic and without
soul or preparation.

Havens, with a career that
spans more than four decades and
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who has played for the Who‘s Who of international status, hits
you with "By Grace of the Sun," with a Native American feel
made with the composure of braided fiber, providing strength
for the musical soul. "Way Down Deep" has a more Southern
Dixie feel in an authentic Frederick Douglass meets Mark
Twain kind of way. The vocals of Havens can best be described

as elegance of the contemporary
world, integrated with durability and
decorated with vintage control. The

acoustic "Dusk" reminded me of
Salome. All she wanted was the
head of John the Baptist. All you‘ll

want, hopefully, is this CD. With
tracking of more than 43 minutes,
the CD is full of top—notch quality

music and voice. **xx

(Editor‘s Note: Richie Havens will

be performing at the Bartlett
Performing Arts Center, 3663
Appling Road, Jan. 22, 2005, at 8
p.m. For more information, call
(901) 385—6440.)

Melee

Everyday Behavior

Melee is more a model scout

band but aren‘t afraid to mix it up.

The picture—perfect quartet is

made up of Michael Nader, beat—

ing off on drums; Ryan Malloy,

stroking bass; Rick Sanberg,

packing heat against the

guitar/keys, and Chris Cron, keys

and vocals. Although you‘d rather

see them orthe beach lounging

around in trunk$. or Speedos,

their style file is as impressive as

~their sound file. a

The neo—group formed in late

1999, and their effort, Everyday

Behavior, was produced by the

band and, the legendary J.

Robbins. The group will be trekking

cross county on the Vans Warped

our. Their musical range is, at first, /

upbeat but moves into a smooth

groove, high quality. lyrics andpret—

a—porter ballads. You‘ll be ready to

wear the band‘s multi—infused,

piano—laced rock when you hear

"Lions Cage" and the intellectual
"Mestizos Love Song."

_ Piano —doesn‘t —necessarily

mean sticky—sweet or uptight—clas—
sical. The Ben Folds—inspired

"The Curse" and even Jamiroquai
reminiscent "Routines" are the
exceptions to the metal blasting

See In The Mix, page 29

 

 



 

 

In The Mix

from page 28

"Got It All" and "War Is War," two of my fave—o—fave tracks, full of

pure adrenaline pumping guitar, drum and vocals. Chris Cron‘s

voice is like freshly picked cotton and cut denim in a Dean And

Dan DSquared collection. The band‘s CD is a must—have listen—

ing accessory for the 2004 Summer/Fall collection. ****

Athen‘s Boys Choir

Rhapsody In T (release date: Aug. 10)

Do grab your off—road motorcross helmet and velocity visor,

because the Athen‘s Boys Choir seek to play X games, rather than

seek to play the XX, XY game in their on—again and off—again, gen—

der—bending CD. Wasting no time, the duo of Rockets and Katz

have come full throttle, spitting lyrics that are as thick as aluminum

plates, ball—busting construction and has an open arm brass finish

of rhythm and spoken world. Patriotic and gender revolutionist —

absolutely. Who says the young won‘t lead the way?

The newcomers met playing rugby together (love it) and

found their passion for poetry and social rhetoric. The duo is

found on Daemon Records, started by the one and only beloved

Indigo Girl, Amy Ray.

Tracks like "D.O0.M.A." are essential to any gay or gay—friend—

ly politically—aware citizen. "Red Britches" features a sample of

super proportions, and comforts being different and excelling in

self acceptance and identity. "White Face, a Black Race" con—

fronts the made up system of race and racism and hate, while

lyrics from "Speculum to Scrotum," brushes the subject of vio—

lence toward gays, school abuse of gay students and its tolera—

tion of it. Powerful messages are on every track and a point of

view often ignored or tolerated by the mainstream patriarchal

supremacist media.

With more than 21 tracks of dialogue, the voice and talents of

these road warriors are on a crusade in this multi—stage maxi—

mum race to the finish line of a better tomorrow. ****

These are three essential CDs for the summer! Vive la musi—

cal! A bientot!!

FarewellShow
 

 

Backstreet Memphis‘s Demonica Santangelo gave her farewell perform—
ance July 31. According to Santangelo, she is moving to Florida, where
she has a job waiting for her there. But, we wouldn‘t be surprised to see
her back in the Bluff City every now and then.
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—MaveYou EverWonneren...

« What a 55—year—old Rook looks like? Take a

gander at Willie Nelson‘s alter ego, Nellie Wllson
He will hit double fives Aug. 26.

A big warm fuzzy also goes out to Ms. Nancy, who celebrat—
— ed 60—something July 28. Happy Birthday to you both!

« What the OraQuick HIV test is? It is a simple cotton—swab—in—
the mouth diagnostic test for HIV that gives results in 20 minutes.
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approvedits usein —
community and HIV counseling centers. So far, only Memphis —
Regional Planned Parenthood offers the test locally The

— Memphis and Shelby County Health Department still uses the
ELISAblood test; Friends For Life and New Directions offer the
OraSure test. Seems like the wheels of progress turn very slow—
lyin an underfunded bureaucracy. See HIV/AIDS testing sites on
page 54 for more information or to set up an appointment. —

« What DOMA is? It is the Defenseof Marriage Act passedby
Congress in 1996, and signed into law by President Clinton.
Partially because conservatives fear the law may be ruled
unconstitutional, the Federal Marriage Amendment to the U.S.

— Constitution was proposed this year. It would define marriage as
being between a man and a woman only, and would prohibit

—— states from setting their own definitions. In a cloture vote of the.
__ Senate on July 14, the bill was effectively defeated, 48—50. —

+ On July 10, gay couples in New Jersey registered for new
domestic partner benefits. NJ is the fifth state to officially recog—
nize same—sex relationships following the lead of Vermont,
California, Hawaii and Maine. Earller this year Massachusetts”
legalized same—sex marriage. —

—» Why the Colossal Alibi of a dally newspaper refuses to —
include eitherF&For TIN in its annual resource list of "Memphis
Area Print Media?" Maybe the advertising: supplement "Living
Here" doesn‘t appeal commercially to the GLBT community.
——» From a legal point of view, what does "trick du your" mean?
Consult an experienced attorney to find out. . Tos

+ When the Shelby County Commissioners are going to raise
property taxes? Howare they going to fund the $86 million that _
Czar Willie has threatened to withdrawfromthe next fiscal year, —

_ which begins July 1, 2005? The county is alreadyfacinga $23
million shortfall this year. I believe Mayor Herenton‘sproposal is —
just hislatest effort to make voters realize the need for City/coun-
ty consolidation.

* In a precedent—settmg decision, Wthh stunned the CARB
— group (Cheney, Ashcroft, Rumsfeld, Bush), the U.S. Supreme —
_ Court ruled that prlsoners/detamees of U.S agencies anywhere

in the world have a right to knowthe charges against them and —
are subject to full legal due process and possess full civil liber—
ties. Bush‘s hedonistic doctrine of absolute power has been
effectively obliviated by the Court. What a personal hell the only

Happy Birthday

to Memphis‘s own

Sharon Wray!
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senior Cabinet official of reason Colln Powell must have been
enduring since 9/11.

+ Who are you going to vote for on Nov. 2? Will it be a George —
and a Dick, or a couple of Johns? Whomever you choose, you —
must be registered at least 30 days in advance in order to vote.
Every vote does count. | think | am going to vote as Jessie
Jackson suggested... for the No CARB diet.

* If Michael Moore‘s movie, Fahrenheit 9/11, is fair and bal— _
anced? No. Is it propaganda? Yes. Is it political? Yes. Does it —
leave unanswered questions? Most definitely. Can it be con— _
strued as a referendum on the presidency? Probably. '
This documentary film won the grand prize at the Cannes

Film Festival, deservedly so. The anti—war Fahrenheit 9/1 1

proves the vagaries of the President‘s mindregarding war. §

The Crawford Cowboy avoided active military duty and _
alleges he spent time as a reservist in the National Guard in
Texas and Alabama. Guess what? Military archivists said his
National Guard records had been lost forever. However, on July
23, just before the Democratic National Convention started, the
Pentagon found a couple of old, faded payroll reports for George
W. However, the reports do not cover the latter part of 1972,
«when Bush said he moved to Alabamato serve in the Alabama
National Guard at the same time he was working on a polltlcal
campaign there.

Dubyadid not place a high priority onfighting terrorism until
after the World Trade Center disaster, despite some staff‘s
advice. Sort of like "Nero fiddled while Rome burned?" __

The movie affirms what many believe: the Republicans are
the party of the haves and the have mores; the Democrats are
the party of the haves and have nots, but at least are trylng to
help the have nots.

By the way, Linda Ronstadt got flred from her job at the
Aladdin Casino in Las Vegas because she dedicated a song to

_ Michael Moore.

+ How much the Cosmic Cowboy and his sidekick Cheeky
Cheney exaggerated faultyintelligence to convince Congress to —
send troops to Iraq? We had no HUMINT (hurhan intelligence
spies) in Iraq since the U.S. observers left in 1998, and relied on
hearsay from exiled Iraqis. Who believes the CIA anymore or
trusts the White House?

* Why you have been sniffing and sneezmg more than usual
this year? Because Tennessee is the asthma capitol of the coun— __
try, according to the Asthma and Allergy:Foundation of America. .
Knoxville ranks as the No. 1 city, with Memphis and Nashwlle
also among the top 10 Cltles

* Does DHLstand for Dumb Hard Luck? f
« How many new HIV/AIDS infections have occurred in the

past year? More than 4.8 million around the avorld. And it is
spreading largely through heterosexual contact.

Although generic drugs have been tested extensively and
proven effective, the U.S. insists on using only the much more

_ expensive brand name drugs. Why? Perhaps because there are
~ more pharmaceutical industry lobbyists in Washington (more

__ than 600) than Congressmen(435 representatives and 100 sen—
ators). Could lobbyists also be the reason the Medicare pre—

scription drug benefit law contains clauses prohibiting negotia—
tion ofdrug prices or importation of drugs? The big drug compa—
nies are the largest contributors to Republicancampaign coffers.
Apparently, condom manufacturers are not. But that‘s okay. Use
_condoms anyway :

 



More companies offer domestic partner benefits

U.S. businesses are continuing to extend domestic partner

health insurance benefits to gay and lesbian workers, with an

average of three employers per day adding such coverage in

2003, according to an analysis by the Human Rights

Campaign (HRC) Foundation. The report also shows a sharp

increase in company policies prohibiting discrimination based

on gender identity.

"Companies across America continue to recognize that a key

to success is treating employees equally," said HRC President

Chery! Jacques. "By adding benefits and protections during a

stormy economy, the private sector continues to demonstrate

that treating employees fairly is good for the bottom line."

Overall, 1,067 private employers and colleges and univer—

sities added domestic partner benefits in 2003, including 25

of the Fortune 500, according to "The State of the Workplace

for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Americans

2003." Thus, at the end of 2003, a total of 200 Fortune—listed

companies, or 40 percent, offered domestic partner health

insurance benefits.

The report found that the number of private employers

offering DP benefits rose by 18 percent in 2003, the same rate

as in 2002.

"Employers that have implemented domestic partner benefits

are likely to be prepared for scenarios in which an employee

marries a same—sex partner and asks that the partner be treated

as equal to a spouse by their employer for benefits eligibility,"

said Daryl Herrschaft, deputy director for HRC WorkNet and the

report‘s lead author.

In 2003, 11 Fortune 500 companies modified their non—dis—

crimination policies to include gender identity and/or expression,

bringing the total to 26. This compares to 15 in 2002.

To download the report, go online to www.hrc.org.

 

Screenplay

contest is

announced

The One—In—Ten Screenplay

Contest, an annual screenplay

contest dedicated to the posi—

tive—protrayal of gays and les—

bian in film, is taking entires

now through Sept. 1.

The first place winner will

receive $1,000 cash and sub—

mission of the screenplay to a

major film studio and literary

agent; the second place win—

ner will receive $500 cash

and submission of the screen—

play to a major film studio,

and the third place winner will

receive $100 cash —and

screenplay software.

For mroe information, go

online to www.screenplaycon—

tests.com.

   

 

Got an idea

for a story?

Have you

written some

poetry?

SEND IT IN!

Family

aol.com

 

OUT YOUR

LetYour Voice BeHeard IN 2004

EVERYVOTE COUNTS, ESPECIALLYYOURS!

VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT:

TENNESSEE: www.state.tn.us/sos/election/outlines.htm

MISSISSIPPI: Registration

ARKANSAS: www.sosweb.state.ar.us/elections_voter_registration.html

OR at the Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center, 892 S. Cooper

OR contact Family & Friends at FamilyMag@aol.com or (901) 682—2669

and we‘ll email/mail you the appropriate form.

October 3rd is the DEADLINE to register to

vote in the Presidential Election NOV. 2
 

 

 



 

Does art imitate life for Mize‘s Leah Nichols

by Kevin Shaw, staff writer

Life imitates art, or is it the other way around for Leah Nichols

as she prepares for a leading role in the musical Nine, set for

Aug. 6 through Sept. 5, at Playhouse on the Square, 51 South

.. Cooper. Nine, directed by Dave Landis, is based on the film 8

1/2 by Frederico Fellini.

Playing the wife of a successful film director closely

resembles Nichols‘ relationship with her husband, Playhouse

on the Square Executive Directory Jackie Nichols. During a

break from rehearsals, Nichols spoke to Family & Friends

about the correlation.

F&F: In a nutshell, how would you describe this musical that

recently starred Antonio Banderas as the lead on Broadway?

Nichols: The story centers around Guido Contini, who is a

famous Italian film director who has just suffered three flops in a

row and experiences a midlife crisis. So, he decides to go away

with his wife, Luisa (played by me) to a spa to rejuvenate his

marriage and career. While at the spa with his wife, his mistress,

Carla (played by the incomparable Angela Groeschen) and his

muse (Kathleen Adams, fresh from her amazing performance in

Jekyll and Hyde) both show up. Against the backdrop of all this,

is his female producer who also shows up at the spa and bugs

him to come up with an idea for a new film while he‘s feeling cre—

atively depleted. The musical takes you inside the mind of Guido
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From left, Angela Groeschen (Carla), Kathleen Adams (Claudia), Leah Nichols
(Luisa). Seated is Jason Watson (Guido). Photo by Rorv Dale

Contini while also showcasing scenes that occur in "reality" in

this venetian spa. Basically, it‘s about one man and 16 women.

F&F: Is this a comedy?

Nichols: It‘s really, | think, one of the all—time great "adult"

musicals because the musical is very lush and sensual. It‘s real—

ly homage to the movie, 8 1/2, by Fellini — one of the greatest

filmmakers of all time. So you asked if it was a comedy. I would—

n‘t really call it a comedy, although there are funny moments that

happen to him. It sounds a little bit like a farce, doesn‘t it? This

show is about passionate people who make decisions with very

broad strokes and they‘re sort of bumping up against each other

while revolving around this "Casanova" character who is very

strong, sexy and persuasive.

F&F: Who wrote the music? Anyone we‘ve heard of?

Nichols: Yes. Arthur Kopit and Maury Yeston. They‘re the

composers of that other musical called Phantom, the one, that,

you know, intelligent people like?

F&F: Are you saying that people who like Andrew Lloyd

Webber‘s Phantom of the Opera are not intelligent?

Nichols: (Laughing) No, I‘m not saying that at all!

F&F: Okay, good.

Nichols: But these guys are really known for their incredibly

rich music. Which makes sense for them to write about these

strong, animated Italian people. This is what is compelling about

the play — these intense char—

acters that live vibrant lives.

F&F: Now, let‘s talk about

the character you play, Luisa.

Nichols: | play Guido‘s

wife, who is hopeful, even

though she is well aware of

her husband‘s flaws. She is

very hopeful that she can

make things work. She‘s in

awe of his genius, his bril—

liance and the passion he has

for his work.**

F&F: Well, let‘s talk about

the correlation between this

character you‘re playing and

being married to the executive

director of Playhouse, Jackie

Nichols. Are you saying that

you‘realso in awe of your real

life husband‘s genius, bril—

liance and passion? f

Nichols: Yeah! | really

believe that L am! 1 think the

main similarity between Guido

and Jackie is their incredible

drive and passion. For exam—

ple, | am so amazed at the

way, on a regular basis, Jackie

is able to take all these dis—

parate elements — actors and

directors and musicians and

audience members, etc. — and

bring them all together in such

See Leah Nichols, nage 33

 

 



 

 

Leah Nichols

from page 32

a vibrant way.
F&F: Is that what drew you to Jackie in the first place? (Leah

and Jackie met seven years ago when Leah moved to Memphis

as a performance intern.)
Nichols: Who wouldn‘t be attracted to someone who is very

passionate about what they do? It‘s just incredibly sexy to be

around someone like that. They have this fire inside of them. It‘s

exciting! It‘s deep! It stirs you! Everybody loves passion. Plus,

Jackie is a very caring, open and sensitive man. He really

embraces the "softer" side of being a man or a human being. |

don‘t think anybody can work as long and as hard as he does

without being incredibly passionate.
F&F: Well, is there a downside to being married to someone

like that?
Nichols: That‘s an interesting question ... hmm ... Now,

here‘s the funny part — do | really want you to turn this article

into, like, notes from my personal therapy session? Well, this is

interesting. Jackie and | are both passionate people. We‘re both

sort of obsessed with making great theater in Memphis. Jackie

is looking at the big picture and moving this organization for—

ward, whereas my passion lies in making sure the scene I‘m

working on, as an actress, is grounded, strong and interesting.

And sometimes, Jackie being the leader of the pack, makes

decisions that affect what I‘m trying to do. That‘s an example of

how two passionate people can "bump up against each other."

And just like in the play, sometimes, sparks can fly. All of this def—

initely makes for interesting theater.

F&F: So, do you like mirroring your real life onstage?

Nichols: Luisa is the kind of role | think every actress wants

to play because there‘s this journey that happens regarding the

frustration of dealing with someone who is so obsessed with

their work that they may not pay attention to the needs of a mar—

riage. My character goes through frustration, agitation and

anger. The question is, will there be a place within Luisa for

acceptance?

F&F: Apparently, you‘ve found acceptance in real life.

Showtimes for Nine are Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at

8 p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets are $28 for adults; $18 for

seniors; $16 for students and military personnel, and $12 for

children. The Pay What—You—Can performance is set for

Wednesday, Aug. 11, at 8 p.m.

For more information or tickets, call the Playhouse on the

Square Box Office at (901) 726—4656.

— MASSAGE —

BY

NATtONALLY CERTIFIED MASSAGE THERAPIST
SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE + HOT STONE MASSAGE

IN/OUT CALLS

GIFT CERTIFICATES
(901) 761—7977

Bicolay

   

   

 

  

 

  

 

  

g. 6 — Sept. 5

726—465
ams Foundation

Les red by WKNO—TY
Looc
Poca

Modano
oSu s

 

KARLENE

CONNOR

Affiliate Broker

You Want It

Done Right?

Choose The

Right Agent!

<man

Office: (901) 758—5678

CO Cell: (901) 270—7203

@ karleneconnor.crye—leike.com [a

CRYE—LEIKE

  

 
    

Aucust 2004 —FAMILY & friends 33

 

 



 

For Your Famiy NEwWws & EVENTS FOR THE E

 

Contest seeks kids‘ ideas of how ambulances should look

Rural/Metro Ambulance recently became the sponsor of Andy

Ambulance, and with blinking eyes and flashing red and white

warning lights, it is once again driving throughout The Children‘s

Museum of Memphis (CMOM) teaching children about safety.

Now Rural/Metro Ambulance would like for local children to get

involved with Andy‘s important safety message. Kids from the

Memphis area can enter a special art contest to have their art

displayed on a real—life ambulance!

Official entry forms, rules and regulations are available at

SCO needs kids ages 8 to 11

for glasses, contacts study

The Southern College of Optometry (SCO), located at 1245

Madison Avenue, is seeking children who are nearsighted and

between the ages of eight and 11 years of age, for a study to .

determine the effects of wearing glasses and contact lenses on

the self—perception of children.

A recently published article in Optometry and Vision Science

shows that children, as young as eight years of age, can suc—

cessfully wear and independently care for contact lenses to cor—

rect their nearsightedness. These results are part of early work .

by the Adolescent and Child Health Initiative to Encourage

Vision Empowerment (ACHIEVE) Study being conducted at five

of the country‘s leading optometric institutions, including SCO.

Myopia, or nearsightedness, affects nearly 25 percent of .

Americans, 60 percent of whom are children. Most cases of

myopia develop between eight and 16 years of age and are most —

commonly treated with glasses. Many parents of nearsighted

children are not aware that contact lenses are a viable vision

correction option for pre—teens. Early results of the ACHIEVE

Study indicate that not only were children able to handle and

care for daily disposable lenses, but the wearing experience was _

a highly positive one in terms of comfort and freedom from prob—

lems such as wearing glasses during sporting activities.

The lenses worn in the study can be discarded daily, elimi—

nating the need for cleaning and storage each night.

To participate in the ACHIEVE Study, children must be willing

to be randomly assigned to wear either contact lenses or glass—

es during the three—year study. All eye care will be provided at no

cost during the study, and glasses will be provided at a nominal

fee. Contact lenses will be provided at no charge either during

the study or after the study, depending on which group the child

is assigned to participate in. Assessment visits are conducted

every six months during the study. The ACHIEVE Study uses —

scales developed by experts in the field of child development

and optometry as part of the assessment.

« Established in Memphis in 1932, SCO is an independent, not— —

for—profit institution of higher education with a mission to educate —

men and women in the art and science of optometry. The Eye .

Center at SCO is located on the college campus in the heart of _

the Memphis medical complex and serves more than 70,000

patients annually.

Study, call Elizabeth Snow at (901) 722—3327 or email her at

achieve@sco.edu.
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CMOM, 2525 Central Avenue. The contest is open to children up

through 12 years old who live within a 50—mile radius of

Memphis. Parents fill out the official entry form and allow their

child to color a picture of how he/she thinks an ambulance

should be decorated. The entry must be placed in the official

entry box at CMOM by the deadline of Sept. 30. Only one entry

per child‘s name, per address, will be accepted.

Once the contest is closed, three entries will be selected by

Rural/Metro Ambulance officials. Each winner will have his/her

artwork transferred onto one side of an actual Rural/Metro

Ambulance vehicle. The vehicle will be unveiled later this year at

a special media event.

"Over the last six years, Rural/Metro has enjoyed the privi— |

lege of providing emergency medical service to the citizens of

Shelby County in their times of greatest need," said Bryan

Gibson, division general manager of Rural/Metro Ambulance for

the West Tennessee/Mississippi area. "We also take great pride

in supporting one of our city‘s jewels, The Children‘s Museum of

Memphis. We believe that ambulances do not have to look

frightening to children, and this contest will give us a chance to |

see how children view what an ambulance should look like." f

For more information about the art contest, call (901) 458—2678.

Got GLBT parents? If so, consider

COLAGE for internships this fall

COLAGE, the only national organization serving people with

LGBT parents, is looking for interns for the Fall of 2004, to sup—

port its ongoing work to engage, connect and empower people

with LGBT parents. Internships aim to promote development of

young leadership; allow participants a hands—on look at the non—

profit field; teach interns about LGBT famllles issues, and prom—

ises to be a lot of fun.
Preferred qualifications are: Computer Ilterate (especially on

PCs), knowledge of Office 97/2000, FileMaker Pro, HTML and

desktop publishing programs a plus; experience and comfort

with email and phone—based organizing and networking; experi—

ence and comfort working with youth and families; self—motivat—

ed, flexible and full of initiative, and"freople with LGBT parent(s).

Interns will receive a $1,500 stipend for a 20—week, half—time (20

hours per week) internship, including some evenings and week— |

ends. COLAGE can help interns find low—cost or free housing if

needed. Requirements include: must make at least a 20—week,

half—time commitment; must be 18 years of age or older; must be

LGBT—positive, and people of color, people with disabilities, and

people with LGBT parents are especially encouraged to apply.

Those interested in applying for a position as a COLAGE

intern should provide the following information — your resume; a

cover letter sharing your interest in working for COLAGE and

qualifications, and contact information for two people who will

serye as references and can attest to your experience and skills

— to COLAGE by fax to (415) 255—8345; by email to

— director@colage.org, or by mail to COLAGE, 3543 18th Street,

For more information or to enroll you child in the ACHIEVE — #1, San Francisco, CA 94110.

For more information, call (415) 861—5437 or go online to

www.colage.org.
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bad breath ... Call for an appointment
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from your teeth
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which say, growing dental practice
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WILLIAM N. CASTLE, D.D.S.

General Dentistry
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Greetings fellow animal parents. | think I speak

for all of us when I say that we hope our canine

and feline friends live long, healthy lives. And while

good genes certainly help, there are other things that we, as

their caretakers, can do to help insure a lot of happy years with

them. (The following list is in no particular order of importance,

nor is it meant to be all—inclusive.)

Good relationship with a veterinarian. — It is invaluable to

have a strong relationship with a veterinarian or a clinic, where

the staff is familiar with your animal and can provide care based

on some history with both the pet and you. There are a number

of vets in the city; find one (or at least a specific clinic) that you

trust and stick with them. Some people actually go around to

several clinics with their healthy pet to check them over and

select the one they feel has the best fit, while another common

way to select a vet is through word—of—mouth. However you do it,

don‘t settle until you are happy with the vet—client—pet relation—

ship.

Annual physical, including vaccinations — Your pet should see

his/her vet at least once a year for a good physical exam and

vaccines. Often during the exam things may be found, like mass—

es, that need to be addressed. Any changes in your pet‘s behav—

ior, regardless of how small or silly it may seem, should also be

noted. Most animals are very stoic in nature, meaning they try

their best to hide it if they are not feeling up to speed. Even small

changes can alert the vet that something may be going on inter—

nally, and it is always best to catch things early in order to pro—

vvuvuv.imrscruff.net

When They Can‘t

Go With AYou...
sial.

We love them when you
have to leave them.

Pet Care for All Your Pets.Care for Dogs, Cats,Fish, Ferrets...
Dog walking services alsoavailable for those who worklong hours during the day.;
Eileen Castine
901—725—9216

wwwy.imrscruff.net
Member ofPet Sitters InternationalBonded and Insured
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Passionate Asout Pets V' sy KatiE HirEsTAND
  vide the best prognosis. In terms of vaccinations, while there is

some debate over whether annual shots are necessary, at this
point they are still the recommendation of the American
Veterinary Medical Association, and so we, at the clinic, contin—
ue to recommend shots once a year.

Heartworm prevention year—round — Whether your pet (pri—
marily your dog) takes a monthly pill or a six—month shot, they
need to be on heartworm prevention throughout the whole year.
Up North, it is common to discontinue use during the cold winter
months because mosquitoes (heartworms are spread via mos—
quitoes) aren‘t a problem then; here in the Mid—South, we have
the nasty little buggers all year because of our constant temper—
ature fluctuations. So around here, it is risky to ever take your
dog off of heartworm prevention.

On a separate note, while cats can get heartworms, the inci—
dence is much lower than in dogs (in nine years as a vet tech, I
think I have seen two known cases). There is a feline monthly
chewable preventative, but | have yet to meet a cat who will
actually eat it. Even Midnight, my cat who is the feline version of
Mikey, won‘t touch the stuff. There also is a topical preventative
for cats, which can be used completely against their will (not
easy to go against a cat‘s will, as we all know!). However, heart—
worms are primarily a canine concern.

Good dental hygiene — This includes both periodic dental
cleanings at the clinic, as well as brushing their teeth at home.

See Pets, page 37

Make your family complete
with a new best friend.

Many wonderful animais are abandoned each year.

They are looking for a home with the care and understanding
that you can provide. 24

= Bring a new friend‘into your family. You’lt be surprised
at the loyalty and love they‘ll bring into your life.

Meet with an adoption counselor today and discover

Memphis Shelby County Humane Society
2238 Central Ave — Memphis, TN 38104

_ Hours: 11 am — 5 pm ~ M—S / 901—276—1753

Pet Waggin‘, mobile pet adoption van available for events,
festivals & gatherings. Call Lauren at 901—276—7770

 



Pets

from page 36

Granted, dogs, and especially cats (once again, that cat will

comes into play!), generally do not much care for having their

teeth brushed; the best thing to do is to start them young. Use a

pet—formulated toothpaste and some sort of brush (they make

special ones that fit over your finger; a washcloth can even be

used effectively) and try to get in the habit of rubbing the outside

of their teeth once a week. You may not completely eliminate the

need for dentals during their life, but you should increase the

amount of time in—between dentals, thus reducing the number of

times your pet has to be sedated — and this is a good thing! As

part of the annual exam, your pet‘s teeth should be checked,

and, when needed, the vet will recommend a cleaning. It is com—

mon practice at my clinic, and I suspect at others, as well, to do

a cleaning if the pet is knocked out already for some other rea—

son. Take advantage of that anesthesia — it‘s healthy for your pet

to limit the number of sedations, and it saves you money!

Spay or neuter your pet — Well, technically I should probably

say ‘have your pet spayed (female) or neutered (male)‘ since I

am definitely NOT recommending an at—home procedure, but

you know what I mean. Having your pet altered (a generic term

for spayed or neutered) decreases significantly the chances of

certain reproductive organ cancers and breast cancer in

females; doing it before the first heat cycle carries with it the

most benefit. It also makes the pet less likely to roam because

they won‘t be inclined to go in search of a boyfriend or girlfriend

(or a one—night stand!) and often reduces aggression and terri—

See Pets, page 38
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Pets

toriality behaviors, such as urine marking.

Regular grooming — If you have a pet that requires actual

haircuts, you are likely to make sure this gets done. For the rest

of them, you may have to make yourself remember to check a

few things routinely. These are regular maintenance things that

the groomer should do as part of the bath/groom (check to make

sure your groomer does!) and if you stay on top of them, you will

make far fewer trips to the vet. These include: ear maintenance

(ears should always be clean and dry, and the canals free of

hair); toe nail trims (short nails are much less likely to be broken,

and if not trimmed, nails can eventually grow into the foot pad —

OUCH!); anal gland expression (if they aren‘t expressed they

may become impacted, which is painful to the pet, and may lead

to infection or glandular rupture); coat and skin maintenance

(poor coat quality may be indicative of underlying disease, and

skin should remain free of infection, injury or lesion; any abnor—

mality to the skin or coat should be immediately brought to your

vet‘s attention).

Keep them at home — Cats live longer, healthier lives if they

live indoors only. They aren‘t exposed to feline viruses like

leukemia and FIV (similar to, but not the same as HIV); they

don‘t get hit by cars, attacked by dogs, raccoons, other cats, and

you are able to control their diets. Dogs also live longer, health—

”Looking fora ba
Call (901) 682-2669:
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from page 37
ier lives when they stay home. They don‘t get hit by cars,
attacked by other animals, or lost. Always keep a collar with ID
tags on your dog or cat, and if your animal refuses to wear a col—
lar, microchipping is an option.

Feed a good quality diet developed for thew age group and

health status — There are several good quality dog foods and cat

foods out there. Find a foodthat your pet does well on, and then

don‘t switch.

Food changes can cause digestlve upset in dogs and cats.
Buy a food that is appropriate for your pet‘s life stage (i.e.
puppy/kitten, adult, senior) and healthstatus (i.e. lite food for
overweight pets, special foods de3|gned for either the active or
inactive pet). On occasion your vet may recommend a prescrip—
tion food if your pet hasa specific health concern, such as blad—
der stones, kidney function problems or diabetes.

Finally, pet food isn‘t cheap, so by golly,make them eat it —
refrain from feeding them table scraps or people food — they
don‘t need it, and it can lead to health problems.

Love them — This should go without saying, but | am anyway.
Love them, and they will probably love you in return. Spend time
.with them — pets are not simply decor — and you should have a
long; happy relationship with your pet.

While following these guidelines does not guarantee your pet
will remain healthy = we all get sick occasionally — it does
increase the chances of your pet staying healthy, providing you
both with a long, mutually—fulfilling relationship. And isn‘t that
what life is all about anyway, regardless of whether you are a
human, a cat, a dog or even a gorilla?!

 

 

 



SLDN holding bumper sticker contest

Are you the clever one in your group of

friends? So clever you think your witty quips

should be on a bumper sticker?

Well, here‘s your chance!

The 2004 Servicemembers Legal Defense

Network (SLDN) Bumper Sticker Contest is

seeking your very best slogan that tells the

world — and our elected officials — how wrong

the military‘s ban on lesbians, gays and bisexu—

als truly is. The challenge: it has to fit on a

bumper sticker.

Slogans can incorporate graphics, or what—

everit takes to make a clear statement that the

anti—gay ban should be and must be lifted.

Entries are due to SLDN by Sept. 22.

The winner of the 2004 Bumper Sticker

Contest will be: announced at SLDN‘s 13th

Annual National Dinner on Oct. 2.
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"From heads to toes and fronts to backs,

Be hair—free, dahling, now we was!"

Submit entries and contact information by

mail to SLDN, Bumper Sticker Contest, P.O.

Box 65301, Washington, D.C. 20035 or by

email to bumpersticker@sldn.org.

For more

www.sldn.org.
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INTERIOR
DESIGN

BY Cosmic Closet
designer Ken Lecco
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2093 MADISON AVE
MEMPHIS, TN 38104

901.278.2259
toll—free 888.584.3147

cosmiccloset.com

   
— chrisVales

owner/magmatech
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VOTEDAMMIT tour

PerformingWednesday, September 22
at the NEW DAISY THEATER

(withSuzanne Westenhoefer and an appearance by Indigo Girls)

For ticket information, phone 901-45251515 orvisit www.ticketmaster.com
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"John Kerry and John Edwards make up the

history. But, in order for them to win the enthusias—

tic support of the gay community, a critical part of their base, they

will have to take a strong and bold stand on supporting our civil

rights. We call upon Sen. Edwards to use his strong southern and

populist roots and speak out against the ugly, divisive and anti—

gay campaigns being waged all across the country in the guise of

‘protecting‘ marriage. We need him to call these tactics whatthey

— are — partisan, debasing and profoundly un—American."

_—— National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Executive

Director Matt Foreman, July 6.

"My lashes are fluttering toward Kerry; not because he‘s such j

a prize but because we must trim the Bush."

— Singer RuPaul to Britain‘s Gay Times, July issue.

"The upsideof beinga celebrity is you get a higher quality of

casual sex. The downside is the chances of actually getting a

boyfriend are tiny."
— British talk show host Graham Norton, whose new |

U.S. program, "The Graham Norton Effect," debuted on

Comedy Central June 24, to the Dallas Voice, June 18.

"Oh, it was necessary (to have a gay couple in Stepford).

Especially with this increasing urge towards gay assimilation,

and the sense that we deserve equality, marriage, children —

and, plus, we are rampant consumers. ... And, now I think a lot

of gay people who came from the suburbs want to go back, but

with far more square footage — and in a gated community. So,

yes, a gay couple felt right at home in Stepford." .

— Stepford Wives screenwriter Paul Rudnick to the Palm

Springs gay publication, the Bottom Line, June 11. —

"Well, I havekissed a few men. And it sure isn‘t fun when.they

are not clean shaven."

__ — Actor Kevin Kline to the San Diego gay magazine

Buzz, June 24. f

"HIV is still the blggest threat to gay men in America. That‘s

why our government is content to do so little about it. President —

George W. Bush‘s big plan for AIDS involves Africa, not Eighth
Avenue, remember. In fact, the loudest noise Congress has
made about AIDS in the past four years has involved de—funding
prevention programs that do not hew to Biblical ideas about sex
and marriage. Thanks to the good Christians running your gov—
ernment, public school students are getting less safe—sex edu—
cation than they were 10 years ago. It‘s as if Reagan got that

third termafter all."
— Columnist Andrew Mlller writing inNew York Cltys }

Gay News, June 24.

"While mll|tary leaders are extending tours for troops already

exhausted after months in Iraq and calling up more units for.

— active duty, a new study found that 770 otherwise qualified sol—

diers weredrummed out of the services last year because of

their sexual orientation. ...

to stretched—thin units and to gay men and women who want to

serve is inexcusable. About 10,000 military personnel have been .

discharged under ‘don‘t ask, don‘t tell‘ since it took effect. Among

QUETE/oarsaan

most gay—supportive national ticket in American

The damage this policy is now doing

the 6,273 soldiers the nation fired (between 1998 and 2003)
under this policy of legalized discrimination were these highly
trained men and women: 88 linguists, including several Arab—
language specialists; 49 nuclear, biological and chemical war—
fare experts; 90 nuclear power engineers; 150 rocket, missile
and other artillery specialists, and 340 infantrymen."
— From a Los Angeles Times editorial, June 26.

"(I am) deeply disappointed. ... Activist judgesand local offi—
cials in some parts of the country are not letting up in their
efforts to redefine marriage for the rest of America and neither
should defenders of traditional marriage flag in their efforts. It
is importantfor our country to continue to debate on this impor—
tant issue, and | urge the House of Representatives to pass

this amendment."
— President George W. Bush after the U.S. Senate failed

to pass an amendment to the U.S. Constitution banning

same-sex marriage, July 14.

(Contrary to George W. Bush‘s statement,) it is simply a fact
that marriage is ‘an evolving paradigm.‘ For the first millennium
after Christ, Christianity didn‘t even recognize marriage as a
sacrament. It was regarded as a purely secular matter of prop—
erty ownership. Marriage also once meant the ownership of
women by men. It was once permanent, and no divorce was
possible. It was once restricted to couples of the same race. The
notion that it has never changed is simply untrue. The only rele—
vant question is whether the current change (opening marriage
to same—sex couples) is a good one. The President doesn‘t
answer that question. He simply asserts it, based on nothing but
bad history and ignorance." >
— Gay writer Andrew Sullivan, a former Bush supporter,

writing at CBSNews.com, July 13.

"Their struggle is a human rights issue to me. I have suffered
myself from racism and sexism all my life. | know what it feels
like to be an outsider. | understand what positions gays have
been put in. Many of my friends were and are gay. Many people
I tune into turn out to be gay, so on a spiritual level, I‘m in love

with all my gay friends."
— Yoko Ono to the L.A. gay newspaper Fab!, July 16.

"I will work with Congress to lift the immigration ban on HIV—
positive people that has prohibited the United States from host—

ing this lifesaving meeting."
— Presidential candidate John Kerry in a statement

marking the opening of the XV International AIDS
Conference in Bangkok, July 12.

—— "Ah no, we (partner Jane Wagner and 1) don‘t want to

get married. But if people want to get married, they should

get married." P

— Comedian and actress L|Iy Tomlin to the Ottawa,

Canada, gay publication To Be, July issue.
 

Quotes compiled by Rex Wockner, who has reported news for the

gay press since 1985. His work has appeared in more than 200 gay

publications. He has a B.A. in journalism from Drake University, started

his career as a radio reporter and has written extensively for the main—

stream media, as well.
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There just doesn‘t seem to be that many leg—

ends of the American Musical Theatre left. The opportunity to

actually meet one, let alone perform with one on a nightly basis,

must be better than frolicking fervently through the "lusty month

of May." For actor Keith Merrill, who plays King Arthur‘s son

Mordred in Camelot, set for Aug. 10 to 15 at The Orpheum

Theater, 203 South Main, the experience has even exceeded his

wildest imaginations.

Family & Friends spoke with Merrill during a break from

rehearsals in Atlanta where the cast was gearing up for a "mini"
American tour.

F&F: Thanks for taking time to talk with us. Your bio says you‘re
from Massachusetts, but you have a definitive British accent.

Merrill: Well, America is where I was born. My mum was in the
Air Force when | was younger, actually throughout my life, and I
grew up in mostly upstate New York and England. I‘m going to be
31 in August and I lived about 15 years of my life in England.

F&F: | see you‘ve performed with the Royal Shakespeare
Company in England.

Merrill: Yeah, just bits and bobs there and all over the coun—
try. A bit of touring, a bit of London fringe premiere type things,
and I‘m really into new works and that kind of stuff. In my old
age, as it creeps up on me, I‘m becoming more interested in get—
ting involved in film and some kind of tele work.

F&F: So, how long have you been with this production of
Camelot?

Merrill: We just started rehearsing last week.
F&F: | thought this tour had been out on the road for a while.
Merrill: No, we just started rehearsing nine days ago.
F&F: Why are you rehearsing in Atlanta of all places?
Merrill: It‘s the Atlanta Theatre of the Stars. It‘s their show at

the Fox Theatre. We‘re starting here. We‘ll play for a week here
and then we‘ll be in Memphis for our second week of shows.

F&F: And how many weeks will you be touring?
Merrill: We‘ll be touring five cities.

F&F: So, it‘s a very small tour.

Merrill: Very small tour. We‘re all hoping it gets extended a
bit. That would be nice. To jump into something this big and only
get to do it a few weeks is almost a downer. It we could get
extended, that would be amazing!

F&F: | can‘t speak for everyone, but | think the perception out —
there is that Robert Goulet has never STOPPED touring with this
show. It seems that he has been touring with this thing forever.

Merrill: | know! I‘ve always heard of him being involved in
Camelot. It seemed like all the time. He actually does tons of
other stuff. But, I guess because Camelot is such a famous
piece that he became involved with as Lancelot in 1960, it has
sort of become his "show." Which is great! If we could all become
famous for a show, it would be all right with me. ¢

F&F: How old is he now? "
Merrill: I‘ve no idea, but he looks amazing!
F&F: He still seems up for doing this part?
Merrill: Absolutely! No problem whatsoever. I mean, he‘s got

such great energy and charisma. I‘ve not met him before this
and | kind of expected that kind of "old school" singer/actor, who
just sort of strutted around the stage, but he really does just get
right in there. He‘s a proper actor. I have to take my hat off to
him. I didn‘t really expect that.
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F&F: So, he‘s not __ $2
just "phoning in his

performance" after

doing this for over 40

years and conde—

scending to every—

one in the cast?

Merrill: Oh God,

no! He has wonder—

ful stories to tell.

He‘s a gentleman.

He‘s a really nice
man.

F&F: Have you

done —this —show

before? If not, how

did you get involved

with this?

Merrill: Never. 1

just arrived in

America in November —
of last year. I have an Keith Merrill
agent in London, but |

/

don‘t have one over here yet, so I‘ve just been going to the Equity

auditions in New York. This just came out of that.

F&F: Tell me about the audition process. Did they want to see

you over and over again before they gave you the job?

Merrill: No. A lot of times, with big shows on Broadway, I‘ve

heard of people having 15 or 16 auditions, which is ridiculous.

This, I had two recalls. I had my original audition and then they

called me back two more times. I got the offer about two

weeks later.

F&F: How well did you know this show and the part you‘re

playing? 4

Merrill: You know, | had no idea how goodthis show is. I

mean it‘s Lerner and Lowe. It‘s old school musical theater. That‘s

just what | expected. But, what I‘m getting is a real show, with

almost strong political viewpoints and real material to work with.

Interesting ideas. It‘s real. I mean, it has a little bit of fluff, but not

much. But, | wasn‘t familiar with the show really at all until I start

ed. I‘m really pleasantly surprised. Cs

F&F: From what you can tell thus far in rehearsals, is this pro—

duction going to be radically=different from other Robert Goulet .

versionsof this show? 8

Merrill: Well, | haven‘t seen any other productions. All I know

is that in rehearsals, Goulet and our director gsgem to be com—

ing at it from a fresh angle. What | see is that they definitely

know what they‘re doing, but there is still an organic process.

They‘re obviously coming at this fresh. They‘re not just throwing

together an old show and making money. That‘s not what‘s

happening. | kind of expected that. But, it doesn‘t seem to be

that way at all. | mean, if | didn‘t know better, I would think

Robert hadn‘t done it before. Everything he‘s doing seems to be

as fresh as the first time he started rehearsals 40 years ago. It

seems new to everybody.

F&F: Wow! Let‘s switch gears and talk about you personally.

See Front Row, page 43
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from page 42

So, you‘re openly gay?
Merrill: Yes, absolutely! In fact, I‘ve never been in a position

where | couldn‘t be openly gay. If | wanted to go into film and

become a big star, I‘d probably have to think twice ... but then

again, I don‘t know if I would or could cover up. You know, we‘ve

stayed in the closet long enough, God knows. The last thing we

want to do is to go back for money. It‘s almost, sort of, reverse

prostitution somehow. | just couldn‘t do that.

F&F: Are you able to have a relationship or are you single?

Merrill: I‘m in love for the first time in my life!

F&F: With Robert Goulet?

Merrill: (Laughing) We can‘t print that!

F&F: Okay, I won‘t tell anyone.

Merrill: His wife would not appreciate that at all! No, no.

Robert is INCREDIBLY heterosexual. In fact, if heterosexuality

were "bottle able," he would have it on the shelf. But, yes, I‘m

enjoying an incredibly healthy, monogamous beautiful relation—

ship. And being away from him right now is the hardest thing I‘ve

ever had to do in my life. He‘s in New York.

F&F: Is he going to get to see you on tour?

Merrill: Funny enough, he‘s joining me in Memphis for the

rest of the tour. So, for many reasons, I can‘t wait to come out

and see ya‘ll!

F&F: Nice touch, throwing in that "ya‘ll."

Merrill: I‘ve already planned a romantic dinner cruise on the

Mississippi! I‘m really looking forward to coming to Memphis!

Showtimes for Camelot are Tuesday, Wednesday and

Thursday at 7:30 p.m.; Friday at 8 p.m.; Saturday at 2 and 8

p.m., and Sunday at 1:30 and 7 p.m. Tickets, which range in

price from $15 to $60, can be purchased at the Orpheum Box

Office; Davis—Kidd Booksellers, 387 Perkins Extended, or any

TicketMaster location, or by phone at (901) 525—3000.

For more information, go online to www.orpheum—mem—

phis.com.

NEED CADH?

Call (901) S28—CACH (2274)

ang provide a tip on 3
crime or a possible crime.
Just tell what you know or
suspect and get a secret

TID number. Use it later to
call back and fing out 1f
the police made an arrest
and how to get your cash!

528—CADSH

 

SUNDAY

AUGUST 29

in the

COLISEUM

10 p.m. Showtime

Pick up application

and information at

Backstreet Memphis

or Metro Memphis

or go online to

www.backstreetmemphis.com
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Come Celebrate Elvis‘s Music

While You Bowl!

You dont need to be a good bowler to

have this much FLIN!

  

   

Saturday, August 14®" at Partlett Lanes, 6276ste rrainporticttm

A mini tournament FLiNdraiser featuring singles Edoubles competition in a 369, and 9—pin

no tap format. Registration begins at 12:00 pm. Bowling to start at I pm. Cost is 425

per person and covers 6 games of bowling. plus shoe rental

SPIT 2005 Sponsors:

Brothers & _ 4

Sisters Bowling .

League
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Backstreet Memphis a Madison Flame Printer‘s Alley Circuit Playhouse

2018 Court Street 1588 Madison Avenue 322 S. Cleveland 1705 Poplar Avenue

(901) 276—5522 (901) 278—9839 (901) 725—9809 (901) 726—4656

Crossroads Metro Memphis Emerald Theatre Company

1278 Jefferson 1349 Autumn Street B 2085 Monroe Avenue

(901) 276—8078 (901) 274—8010 {___ (801) 7229302

Crossroads 2 Allusions (inset) Maico‘s Studio on the Square

111 North Claybrook 3204 North Thomas j C 2105 Court Avenue

(901) 276—1882 (901) 357—8383 Movie Hotline: (901) 681—2020

J—Wags One More Playhouse on the Square

1268 Madison Avenue 2117 Peabody D 51 South Cooper

(901) 725—1909 (901) 278—MORE (901) 726—4656

The Jungle m The Pumping Station NOT ON MAP
1474 Madison Avenue 1382 Poplar Avenue R The Orpheum
(901) 2784313 (901) 272—7600 GLBT Retailers 203 South Main Street

(901) 525—3000
Lorenz/Aftershock Paragon # INZ & OUTZ Cards & Gifts Theatre Memphis
1528 Madison Avenue 2865 Walnut Grove Rd. 553 South Cooper 630 Perkins Extended
(901) 274—8272 (901) 320—0026 (901) 728—6535 (901) 682—8323
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Mempnis Restaurant Guide ' |

AREA RESTAURANTS

BARI Southeaster Italian [BR Grill ‘nBar Young Avenue Deli NOT ON MAP
22 S. Cooper 326 S. Cleveland 2119 Young Avenue
(901) 722—2244 (901) 725—9809 (901) Pancho‘s Mexican Restaurant
Bogie‘s Delicatessen Melange Zinnie‘s East ‘h Tgowgfimgfg‘l
2098 LaSalle Place 948 S. Cooper 1718 Madison Avenue +87 8. Second Steet
(901) 272—0022 (901) 276—0002 (901) 274—7101 (901) 522—0011

The Brushmark Molly‘s La Casita Pie In The Sky Pizza RP Tracks
1934 Poplar (in the Brooks) 2006 Madison Avenue 2149 Young Avenue 3547 Walker Street
(901) 544—6225 (901) 726—1873 (901) 276—7437 (901) 327—1471

Buns On The Run One Love Cafe Audrey Rose Café
2150 Elzey Avenue 2158 Central Avenue and Gallery 1258 Goodman Road
(901) 278—BUNS (901) 722—7878 gag $860” Extended Flom Lzke, MS

662) 349—6565Cafe Ole One More Bar & Grill (901) 323—1196 T
2127 Young Avenue m 2117 Peabody Twain‘s
(901) 274—1504 (901) 278—MORE inside Sam‘s Town Tunica

800) 456—0711
Cafe Society Barksdale Restaurant Co
212 N. Evergreen 237 South Cooper
(901) 7222177 (901) 7222193
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DINING OUT IN THE HEART OF

   

"AS ae

Petra occupies the space formerly occupied by Hattley‘s

Garage. Although Petra still offers copious amounts of outside

seating like its predecessor, most other aspects of this great new

restaurant are quite different from Hattley‘s.

Petra‘s owner, Sue Choi, also owns Kwick Check conven—

ience store down the street at 2013 Madison Avenue. Anyone

who has been fortunate enough to eat the sandwiches prepared

at Kwick Check (which are arguably the best in Memphis)

already knows that Choi has brilliant culinary talent. While Kwick

Check has some Mediterranean and Far—Eastern influences,

Petra‘s style of food is completely different, yet equally as bril—

liant. Choi also has tastefully renovated the interior of the build—

ing in a manner that complements the Middle and Far—Eastern

flavors of Petra‘s food.

We began our dining experience with three appetizers: the

falafel plate, Musaka and spinach pie. The falafel appetizer

was outstanding. The falafel plate consists of falafel (obvi—

ously) and pita bread, along with generous portions of hum—

mos, babaghanol and cucumber sauce. Everything on the

plate was absolutely fabulous and it provides generous por—

tions for an appetizer.

The hummos is a perfect consistency — not too oily, not too

Midtown‘s new Petra is worthy of a real try

dry, just right. There are not enough casual dining spots in

Memphis where you can relax with a couple of beers and

good hummos. REJOICE HUMMOS LOVERS! That place

has arrived.

The cucumber sauce was very light and refreshing on a hot

summer night. The falafel had an excellent, just cooked fresh—

ness to complement the three wonderful sauces.

The Musaka is a casserole made with eggplant, potatoes and

a
ob‘s

sirloin topped

§ arksdale

with a be‘chamel
cream cheese

TAUFRANT
OPEN TO SERVE YOU

sauce. This was

Monday—Friday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

 

an unfamiliar
and new appe—
tizer to us and it
is difficult to
describe short of
just recommend—ing

—

that you Saturday—Sunday, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
y See [lining 237 South Cooper
ut, nage 5 (901) 722—2193
 

Audrey

£we?

  

Cafe

 

  
  

 

2670 Union Ext. Breakfast,
Suite 100 Lunch &
(ground floor of the Catering
Lippscomb—Pitts Bidg.) Monday—Friday
Memphis, TN 38112 (901) 323—1196    

3547

Walker

(901)
327—
1471

   
TRACKS$
restaurant and bar
an e ave i> i i s   

ADVERTISE
YOUR RESTAURANT

HERE FOR
LESS THAN
$15 A MONTH

Call 901.682.2669
or email FamilyMag@aol.com

to find out how
 

 

2 \t
2150 Elzey Ave. east of Cooper    
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ing Pot.

onduerestaurant

Dip into something different.

2828 Wolfcreek Parkway

hyEno

(901) 380—9500

Enjoy a unique dining experience at

the most romantic restaurant in Memphis

www.meltingpot.com
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[J Dining Out

from page49

should order it. The top Petra Restart!"

layer had a texture simi— || quygq MadisonAve. — 901—726—6700|
lar to grits or polenta,

the dish as a whole. The
portion was sizeable
and at first we wondered
if perhaps we had over—

ordered, as the portion |. Quaftty of Food: Excellent
could very well be &n foupg:Sun&Men 11am. to 2 _
entree of its own. |. —. o.
Without saying more,
Musaka was a delicious . . —

appetizer which we | Other:Carry—outandau de seating

devoured rather quickly available l
and will undoubtedly aliquot" beer011W
order again upon a — &
return trip to this must—go—to Midtown establishment

The final appetizer we sampled was a rich and succulent
spinach pie. This little turnover is a wonderful combination of a
perfectly light and flakey filo pastry on the outside, combined

 

with a rich and indulgent creamy spinach filling. Be careful _
because the exterior of this little confection belies the richness of __
the center. The spinach pie literally melts in your mouth. Beware! _>
This appetizer is so delectable and small that it would be easy to __
sit on Petra‘s patio and order spinach pie after spinach pie until
you are suddenly too full to eat anything further on the menu.
And that would certainly be a mistake, because there is still so
much left after the appetizers in which you must indulge.

Our next stop at Petra were the soups. We had two soups
with mixed results. We have had many lentil soups in our day,
and they have a tendency to run a little on the bland side. This
lovely soup, however, is anything but bland. Served in a well—
seasoned roux, the lentils and spinach combine for a vibrant and
mouth—watering explosion of flavors. However, we found The
Korean noodle soup, which resembles a Vietnamese pho, a bit
onthe bland side. *

After grazing over the healthy selection of appetizers and the
soups we finally found ourselves peering over the entrees we
had ordered. It was literally all we cauld do to continue dining in

— light of the overabundance of food already served to us at this _
cozy dining venue. All of the entrees at Petra are Shish Kabobs.
As such, you may order a kabob or a kabob. But, don‘t let that __
limitation be a disappointment. Petra offers beef, pork, chicken, __
lamb and seafood kabobs. In our effort to serve you, our reader, —
we ordered them all. Our consensus opinion of all of the kabobs
is asfollows:

Our favorite kabob is the lamb. The Greeklernon sauce is a

nice compliment to the nicely—cooked lamb. Thevegetable skew— __

ers, which come with all of the kabobs, consist of onions, toma—

toes, green bell peppers and mushrooms. The beef kabob was

_ marinated in a SWEET teriyaki sauce (the capitalization hereto— _

fore was not a typo). The beef was tender and well seasoned; _

however, the sweet sauce was a little overpowering for our

palate. The porkand the chicken kabobs are prepared with a _. f

spicy Korean paste which resulted in tender meat that was fuII-'_

flavored and very satisfying.

We would be hesitant to reorder the seafood kabob, WhICh is

See Dining Out, page 60

 

 

 



 

 

 

Hound Cake, located at 247 South Cooper, hosts a "Coffee

___ Walk" each Wednesday and Friday Morning, 6 to 8 a.m. Hound

_ Cake offers free treats for pups and their companions, as well as

a free cup of coffee for the companions. For more Information
call (901) 276—4041

The 16th Annual Blues on the Bluff (Part 2), presented by
—_WEVL FM90, is set for Saturday, Aug. 28, from 6 to 11 p.m., at

the National Ornamental Metal Museum, located at 374 Metal
Museum Drive. Robert "Wolfman" Belfour; Blind Mississippi
Morris & The Pocket Rockets, and Joyce Cobb & Cool Heat will
provide the entertainment.

Hitchcock films at Dixon

The Dixon Gallery and Gardens, 4339 Park Avenue, will feature
two Alfred Hitchcock thrillers during its Art After Dark series.
Spellbound (1945), a romantic murder mystery set in the world of
psychoanalysis and featuring a surrealistic dream sequence
designed by Salvador Dali, will be shown on Thursday, Aug. 19. On
Thursday, Sept. 16, Notorius (1946) will be the featured film.
Notorius is a brilliant allegory of love and betrayal, fusing suspense
and romance against a backdrop of American spies, ex—Nazis and
South America.The movies begin at 7 p.m. and a cash baris avail—

— able. The museum will be open from 6 to 9 p.m. For more infor—
mation, call (901) 761—5250 or go online to www.dixon.org.

 

\ABout Town

—

Tamms to no arRounp rown _

Beer, Jazz to benefit opera

OnFriday, Aug. 13, beginning at 6 p.m., Opera Memphis will
host a contemporary jazz and beer tasting at the Clark Opera
Memphis Center, 6745 Wolf River Parkway. Jazz bands, includ—
ing The Lannie McMillan Band, the South Soul Rhythm Section
and Voodoo Village, will entertain as guests sample imported
cold beer provided by Southwestern Distributing. Cost is$30 per
person or $50 per couple. For more information or tickets, call
(901) 257—3100, email Lynn Bishop at Lynn@operamemphis.org
or goonline to www.operamemphis.org.

On Saturday, Sept. 4, at 6 p.m. at the Dixon Gallery and
Gardens, 4339 Park Avenue, the Memphis Symphony Orchestra
ensembles are featured in a program of light classical fare. The
public is invited to bring their picnic baskets and even get in the
running for one of several prizes for best picnics. Tickets in
advance are $12 for adults and $7 for children. For more informa—
tion, call the Memphis Symphony Box Office at (901) 324—3627.

Looking for abackissue

Call(901)682-2 69

BOGIE’S
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Fahrenheit 9/11

reviewed by Patricia Pair, publisher

One of the most controversial and provocative films of the

year, Fahrenheit 9/11 is Academy Award—winning filmmaker

Michael! Moore‘s searing examination of the George W. Bush

administration‘s actions in the wake of the tragic events of

Sept. 11.

If you haven‘t seen Fahrenheit 9/11 you should. I‘d like to say

you really should see it if you‘re a Democrat, but, then again,

Republicans, especially those who plan to blindly cast their

votes for Bush Nov. 2 "just because he‘s the Republican candi—

date" have got to see it. Problem is, they‘re the ones who won‘t,

or pass us off by saying, "I‘ll wait till it‘s on DVD."

Problem is, the DVD probably won‘t be released until after the

upcoming presidential election, and then it might be too late.

1 could sit here and tell you what the movie is about, but, at

least to me, audience reaction is more important.

One movie—goer we spoke to afterwards said, "I feel so

betrayed by the President. This is a man we elected to protect

the country, and instead, it looks like he sold us out. I want to

know why, in the wake of all this evidence (Moore shows on

film), President Bush isn‘t being tried for treason or murder (of

American soldiers)?"

What was musician Melissa Etheridge‘s reaction to the

movie?

"I mean, | had read his (Michael Moore) books and I was

aware of most of it so | wasn‘t surprised, but it certainly was,

(pause) it was dumfounding when you actually saw the people

who you know, you saw the words coming out of their mouths

and the facts were right in front of you," Etheridge told Family

& Friends during an interview. "It was moving, it was patriotic,

I found myself very patriotic about my country saying my coun—

try deserves more, it‘s a good country, yeah, | had lots of dif—

ferent feelings about it." (for the entire interview, see page 12

in this issue).

From Fahrenheit 9/11: After being told about the
World Trade Center, President George W. Bush

continues reading My Pet Goat to school children
in Florida.

Comedian Margaret Cho also shared her reaction to

Fahrenheit 9/11 with Family & Friends recently.

"I loved it," Cho said. "I thought it was great. And, um, you

know, it‘s really awful, the state of our system when it would

require something like that, that was so incredibly illuminating,

you know, but not a surprise to a lot of us who are already kinda
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on the left anyway." (for more of Cho‘s interview, see Family &

Friends‘ September issue).

And, in Moore‘s own words, "...The American people don‘t

like things being kept from them and this film will pull back the —

curtain on what is going on and they will respond accordingly.

...We have a president asleep at the wheel. ... If you have the

role of commander in chief, you should pay more attention. |

would have tracked down the people responsible for 9/11 and I

would bring them down. Why hold back Special Forces for two

months? What‘s going on?"

Cat Woman

reviewed by Patricia

Pair, publisher

Attention all lesbians,

Halle Berry in a tight,

black leather outfit with

holes strategically cut—out,

is reason enough to see

this film, heck, it‘s reason

to buy this when it comes

out on video and DVD.

it? The movie, if you

remember what it is

about a comic book char

acter), is great. By this I

mean, you have to keep

in mind that the often—

times animation and

seemingly impossible stunts are not suppose to be possible by

a real person, but instead a comic book character.

But, that‘s not what,

you want to know, now is.

you‘re watching (a movie.

If you keep in mind this is NOT a movie about a real person, or I
even someone who has the limitations of a real. human, then you
can settle into your seat and loose yourself in the unrealistic adven—
ture of this cat—like woman, who just happens to be hot, hot, hot!

Improve yor GLBT 1.Q.
Read Family & Friends

FOR THE
OPEN—MINDED MEMPHIAN‘"
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Saving Valencia
by Steven Cooper

review by Patricia Pair, publisher
When we received Steven Cooper‘s first book, With You In

Spirit, for review | admit it wasn‘t one of the ones I chose to read.
Looking back, I‘m not sure why other than, perhaps, it had some—
thing to do with a) it was billed as a murder mystery (which I‘m
not a big fan of) and b) the cartoon—like cover. Neither—of which
actually justify passing it up, especially since I‘ve read Cooper‘s
second effort from Alyson Publications, Saving Valencia.

The fact that I‘m
now reading With
You In Spirit is a tes—
tament to Cooper‘s
writing style. If I had
not so completely
enjoyed Saving
Valencia, | would not
have spent an hour
combing through the
countless books we
receive to locate his
debut novel.

And, for those
who might think that
since the author is a
gay man, the book is
about gay men, think
again. Yes, the main
character in Saving
Valencia, Rico, is a
very outwardly gay
man, but Cooper‘s
ability to build his
other characters, i.e.

Rico‘s parents, secretary, sister, brother and best friend, truly
make this book about so much more than just being a gay man.
In fact, Cooper is nothing short of genius when it comes to being
able to place someone‘s sexuality in the background, while stlll
painting a vivid portrait of its importance to the plot.

Cooper, an Emmy award—winning television journalist who
presently serves as the anchor for the "Problem Solver" and "On
Your Side" daily segments for WKMG—TV in Orlando, Fla., mines
the fertile ground of wealth and privilege for his novels. In Saving
Valencia, the Brandywine hotel fortune is threatened when
heiress, Valencia Brandywine, is kidnapped by a group of reli—
gious fanatics, much like those who started Love In Action.

Coming to her rescue is her brother, Rico, who has some
experience in this area. Seems kidnapping Rico and Valencia
was the favorite fundraising technique of terrorists and under—
"ground political organizations for years, until it was decided that
it was passe.

As Rico recalls it, "No kidnapper with a cause would get
world attention any more by kidnapping a Brandywine. People
magazine, ‘Entertainment Tonight,‘ even "Regis and Kathie—
fucking—Lee,‘ who were then following the antics of my globe—
trotting parents and their celebrity friends, were casually dis—
missing any attempts at kidnapping the Brandywine children as

social climbing."
But, Walk Away With Jesus has something special in mind:

S133) £83953

 

openly gay Rico must denounce his homosexuallty Well, that
and pay $7 million for the return of his sister. Walking Away With
Jesus is apparently a very expensive proposition.

So begins the globe—hopping adventure that forms the heart
of Cooper‘s marvelously funny second novel, which brings lots
of issues of today, such as terrorists and the unrest in the
Middle—East, front and center as Rico and his band of sleuths set
out on their journey to save Valencia.

And while many of the issues are serious, Cooper finds a way
to weave humor among the pages (of which I turned all in one—
sitting) by giving Rico a different kind of gaydar. To tell anymore
about Rico‘s method of defining those men who are gay would
certainly spoil the out loud laughter.

Saving Valencia is a definite must read.

Womaan in the Mirror

by Jackie Calhoun

reviewed by Patricia Pair, publisher
First thing that must be noted about Woman in the Mirror is

that it appeals to ALL lesbians, young, old and in between. I
say this because one of the main characters, Annie, is a col—
lege—aged young
woman hell—bent on
self discovery (we‘ve
all been there).

Woman in the
Mirror is a story of
love, friendship, first—
times, self—discovery,
secrets, pain and
relationships _inter—
twined among a
series of life—changing
events for each and
every character.

Actually, to say
much more about the
storyline would spoil the ._
discoveries Calhoun so
perfectly allows the
reader to find for them—
selves as they turn the
pages. In fact, | would
suggest NOT reading
the back of the book
cover before reading
the book. I‘m just ong.of those readers who would rather discover _
the intricacies of the story myself instead of having some market—

ing/PR person do it for me. But, that‘s just me.
_(Note: We do understand the necessity of marketing and pub—

lic relations — you‘ve got to get the reader to buy the bookbefore

they can read it.)
Without a doubt, Calhoun is an author to watch out for.

 

 

(Publisher‘s Note: Bella appears to always give the reader a
taste of story by publishing a part of the text on one of the first..
openingpages of the book. While this is okay (and used to cre—
ate interest), I recommend not reading them as sometimes they
serve as more than a foreshadowing, but in some cases actual—
ly spoil the plot.)
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FFLVitamin Relief USAteam up for kids

To improve the quality of life of children infected and affect—

ed by HIV/AIDS, Friends For Life (FFL) now offers Vitamin

Relief USA (tm) (VRUSA), a national program that provides

daily multi—vitamins free to children whose parents utilize FFL‘s

Food Pantry.

Parents and teachers of children already participating in

VRUSA have reported dramatic improvements in health, grades,

school attendance, social behavior and self—esteem. Parents

and teachers also reported marked improvements in energy lev—

HIV/AIDS TESTING SITES & INFORMATION

Friends For Life & The Positive Living Center

1384 Madison Avenue / 28 North Claybrook

Call Friends For Life for dates and times

FREE OraSure + appointments may be required

For more information, call (901) 272—0855

Memphis & Shelby County Health Department

814 Jefferson Avenue, Room 221 » 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Monday—Friday « Testing conducted on teens, ages 13 and

up, without parental consent. HIV Test Cost: FREE

For more information, call (901) 544—6808

Memphis Regional Planned Parenthood

1407 Union Avenue, Third Floor « 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday

to Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays + FREE OraSure

testing for ages 13—24, over age 24: $35 blood test,

$40 OraSure + For more information, call (901) 544—6808

New Directions Inc.

4466 Elvis Presley, Suite 310 » 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday

to Friday + Appointments required « HIV Test Cost: FREE

For more information, call (901) 346—5497

The Shot Nurse

4646 Poplar/So. Perkins + 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday—Friday,

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesdays » There is a charge for an

 

engineered to inactivate proteins that play

and other serious diseases.

 

ul pomm4 a24

._ immune cells, and modestly lowered HIV levels in the blood.

 HIV test « For more information, call (901) 685—9999

Agencies provide HIV counseling andtesting at various

health fairs and community events throughout the year.    

54 FAMILY & friends Auaust 2004

Agouron Pharmaceuticals, the makers of

Viracept, is committed to the discovery,

development, manufacturing and marketing

of innovative therapeutic products

key roles in cancer, AIDS

els, concentration and a decrease in seasonal ilinesses.

In this collaboration with FFL, VRUSA will provide high—qual—

ity, daily multivitamins/minerals for children ages two to 12 each

month. FFL will distribute the vitamins to the parents of the par—

ticipating children. The parents also will receive free educational

materials on the correct use and benefits of vitamin supplements

for their children.
"Friends For Life is very excited about this collaborative

opportunity with Vitamin Relief USA," said FFL Executive

Director Kim Moss. "Not only will it help our clients‘ children get |

the necessary vitamins and minerals they need, but it‘s a per—

fect fit with FFL‘s mission: Helping people affected by

HIV/AIDS live well."

VRUSA programs presently provide high—quality, chewable |

multi vitamins/minerals to more than 13,000 at—risk children a |

day, in 41 states in more than 250 collaborative partner sites,

including public schools. VRUSA is a national initiative of

Vitamin Relief USA, a tax exempt, non—profit foundation commit—

ted to improving the health status of children and adults through

vitamin supplementation. |

For more information. go online. to www.vitaminrelief.org or

call (909) 696—0552. |

 

According to the Nationalinstitutes of Health, a study which

was.published in the July 4 New England Journalof Medicine has

shown strong evidence that multivitamin supplements containing

high doses of the vitamin B complex, as well—as vitamins C and |

E, given to HIV—infected women during pregnahcy and for more |

than five years after they gave birth reduced the symptoms of

AIDS. The supplements also bolstered counts of disease—fighting

~*Wafaie Fawzi, associate professor of nutrition and epidemiol— |

ogy at the Harvard School of Public Health, and other |

researchers from the Muhimbili University College of Health |

Sciences in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, studied 1,078 HIV—infect— |

ed pregnant women in Dar es Salaam from 1995 to 2003, a time

when the antiretroviral drugs were not available to most women |

See HIV and Positive, page 57 |

 



 

Feast For Friends to hold 12th anniversary dinner

Feast for Friends (FFF), a program of Friends For Life, is a free

dinner held on the first and third Mondays of each month for per—

sons‘s living with AIDS and their friends, families and caregivers.

FFF was founded in 1992, by Darrell Bowers and his mother,

Martha. Martha continues to be one of a wonderful group of vol—

unteers who have prepared and served more than 2,100 meals

last year alone.

Support group for HIV—positive

women starts through FFL

Friends For Life is now

offering a new support

group for all HIV—positive

women in Memphis and

Shelby County.

The support group meets

every Wednesday from 1 to 2

p.m. in Midtown.

"We especially want to

invite all the women who previ—

Friends For Life Corporation

has now become affiliated with

The Community HIV Network

(Memphis HIV Family Care

Program/Memphis Adolescent

& Young Adult HIV Program),

which focuses on preparing and

supporting families living with

HIV. By providing information

resources and counseling, the

network‘s goal is to help stop

—the spread of HIV through edu—

cation and to treat those infect—

ed with HIV compassionately.

__ "As HIV/AIDS continues to

spread and the number of

newly diagnosed cases grows
in the Mid—South, it‘s becoming
necessary for a group of allies ~
to fight this deadly disease,"
said FFL Executive Director
Kim A. Moss. "Friends For Life
is proud to be among the
Community HIV Network‘s
group of allies because,
regardless of race, age, sexu—
al orientation, religion and
socio—economic status,
HIV/AIDS affects us all."

ously attended the monthly
support group at Loving Arms,
and any other HIV—positive
women, to join us on
Wednesdays for fun, support
and activities," said Anita
Bradford, _FFL‘s Wellness
University director.

Limited free transportation
is available.

For more information, call
Bradford at (901) 726—6522.

Feast For Friends has been honored with three awards dur—
ing the past two years, including Volunteer Memphis‘s Best
Group Volunteer Project in Memphis (2003); the Tour Guide
Award from Hands on Memphis (2004), and FFF volunteer John
Carter was given the Hands on Memphis Visionary Award in

2004, as well.
Unlike other programs supported by non—profit organizations,

FFF receives no grants. It is financed solely through private

donations.
FFF will celebrate its 12th anniversary Monday, Aug. 16,

beginning at 6 p.m., at St. John‘s United Methodist Church, 1207
Peabody. The evening also will feature special entertainment.
During the anniversary dinner, which is sponsored by Pfizer
Pharmaceuticals, Agouron Division, a pledge drive also will be
held to sustain this wonderful program another year. To co—spon—
sor a dinner requires a minimum of $100 and the dinner can be
in honor or in memory of someone special.

Twelve years ago, FFF relied on leftover food from restau—
rants, never knowing what food it would have to serve. Now,
because of the annual pledge drive and with support from car—
ing dinner sponsors, fresh, nutritious warm meals are served at
the dinners.

For more information, call Butch Valentine at (901) 272—0855
or email him at ButchFFL@bellsouth.net.

 

 

 

sForLife
1384 Madison Avenue « Memphis, TN 38104 » 901.272.0855
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"Women and HIV/AIDS: Confronting the Crisis," a report

released July 14 by the Joint United Nations Programme on

«HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the United Nations Development Fund for

‘Women (UNIFEM) and the United Nations Population Fund

(UNPF), finds that women are now nearly half of all people

infected with HIV.

The report reveals that worldwide, 48 percent of all adults living

with HIV are women, up from 35 percent in 1985. Today, 37.8 mil—

lion people are infected worldwide; 17 million of them are female.

In the United States, women accounted for 25 percent (240,000)

of those infected with HIV in 2003, compared to 20 percent

 

    
 

U N IV E R S I T Y

NOW ENROLLING

FORSEPTEMBER CLASSES*

For more information, call

Anita Bradford, director, at (901) 726—0680

*must be HIV—positive to participate
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Confidential STD and HIV/AIDS Testing
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(180,000) in 2001. However, the situation is even more alarming in

sub—Saharan, Africa, where women make up 57 percent of those liv—

ing with HIV. Young African women, ages 15 to 24, are three times

more likely to be infected than are their male counterparts.

"The ABC approach — Abstain, Be faithful, use Condoms — is

not a sufficient means of prevention for women and adolescent

girls," said UNFPA Executive Director Thoraya Obaid.

"Abstinence is meaningless to women who are coerced into sex.

Faithfulness offers little protection to wives whose husbands

have several partners or were infected before marriage. And

condoms require the cooperation of men.

"The social and economic empowerment of women is key,"

Obaid added. "The epidemic won‘t be reversed unless govern—

ments provide the resources needed to ensure women‘s right to

sexual and reproductive health."

Despite the odds stacked against them, many women have

become leaders in the battle against HIV/AIDS. "Confronting the

Crisis" offers a number of stories of women from across the

globe who are taking innovative action to face the epidemic.

These women are battling to change AIDS policies and strate—

gies, and are calling for funding to be directed to meeting

women‘s needs and circumstances.

"Gender inequality has turned a devastating disease — AIDS —

into an economic and social crisis.," said Noeleen Heyzer, exec—

utive director of UNIFEM. "The crisis requires the infusion of seri—

See Report, nage 57
 

All HIV+ women are invited to attend a new

SUPPORT GROUP, Shoulder—to—Shoulder

Every

Wednesday

from

1to 2 p.m.

Shoulder—to—Shoulder

a support group formad

Apna a]?510111?er

For information, call Anita Bradford at (901) 726—0680
Limited Free Transportation is Available
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HIV+, lesbian, mother is bold Allis advocate
byAnita Moyt, managing editorMichelle Lopez, who was in Memphis in July to speak at theFriends For Life Positive Living Center annual retreat, is awoman; is HIV positive; is a lesbian, and is a mother of two chil—dren, one daughter and one son, ages 14 and 17, respectfully.Her relationship of seven and one—half years just ended."I‘m from Trinidad," Lopez told those attending the retreat. "Iam labeled a ‘bold immigrant.‘ I don‘t let my immigration statushold me back." Bold is the word for Lopez and in no way doesshe hold back her words. She has done much to open doors forpeople with AIDS (PWAs), whether it is on the individual, com—munity, or legislative level.Lopez is the director of treatment education and a clientadvocate at Community Healthcare Network in New York Cityand also is on the board of directors of the National Associationof People with AIDS.Because of her HIV: status, Lopez is not able to become aU.S. citizen."I am denied a green card because | am HIV positive," Lopezsaid, explaining her one desire is to be able to become anAmerican and be able to vote. "One has to have a green card tobe a U.S. citizen. I can‘t vote. You have the opportunity to createchange and 1 don‘t ... get out there and vote. ... More thanvote...follow up."Lopez realized at the age of 13 that she was gay. However,her mother didn‘t take it well. Catholic, machismo and Hispanicwere three cultural factors working against her coming out.So, Lopez proceeded to get involved with men; often hopingthat a ring on her finger would bring her U.S. citizenship.However, Lopez found herself seeking the "American Dream"through drugs, to numb away her lack of heterosexual desires,and through staying in abusive relationships, just for the chanceto be married to an American.However, that is not the Lopez of today."I came out of the closet after my daughter‘s diagnosis (asHIV—positive)," Lopez told Family & Friends in a follow—up inter—view by phone. "I wanted to live a free and honest life, and behonest with myself and come clean. | was very destructive. I amgoing to get the American Dream, living as who I am andrespecting (myself) for who | am. I have to keep moving, edu—cating (others) so they won‘t be judgmental toward me." Lopezhas been clean and sober for 13 years.In her daily work, she speaks to both men and women deal—ing with HIV/AIDS."I speak to men on the down low everyday, including close

personal friends living on the DL. As a lesbian, some of them

trust me. I was on the DL as a woman in a relationship with a

man. I (encourage) them on coming clean."

 
She noted that the

more we discriminate

and point out the men

on the down low, the

more they stay in the

closet and that is

what is putting

women at risk.

Lopez has done

much to empower the

women around her,

as well.

"Many men will say

to their women, ‘If you

love me, why do I

have to use a con—

dom?" Her advice to

the women, especially

those who suspect

their man may be hav—

ing sex with other men

or other women on the

side, is straightfor— Michelle Lopez

 

 
ward. "If you choose

to stay in the relationship, take the extra precautions. That has a

lot to do with self—esteem. Do you value this man‘s life more than

your own?"

Lopez doesn‘t let stigma, discrimination or ignorance of other

people hold her back either.

"I have many things | can use as a strike against me," Lopez

explained. "If (others) don‘t want to embrace and share that with

me, it is their loss. ... I am very much at peace, the decisions I

make today are my decisions. My self—esteem is alive; | am com—

fortable. ... I love myself — enough to value my body and not put

myself at risk or have someone else put me at risk."

 

 

Report

from page 56

ous resources into programmes and policies that promote gender

equality and women‘s empowerment. These must be grounded in

the knowledge and experiences of women living and working in

communities affected by HIV/AIDS. Women are not just victims,

they areagents of change. Infected and affected women‘s voic—

es must be heard and their leadership invested in. ... "

For more information, go online to www.unifem.org.

HIV and positive

from page 54

in Tanzania, including those who took part in the study.

Women were assigned to one of four groups and received

either a placebo, vitamin A, vitamin A in combination with a mul—

tivitamin preparation —or a multivitamin preparation alone. The

women took the vitamins during pregnancy and continued taking

them for as long as they participated in the study.— moré than

five years, in many cases. All of the women received —folic acid

and an iron supplement during pregnancy, whether they were in

the placebo group or the vitamin groups.

The benefits noted in the Tanzania trial are modest compared

to the effects of combination antiretroviral therapy, the authors

wrote. In the United States, physicians routinely prescribe multi—

vitamins to pregnant women. Moreover, in developed countries

like the United States, pregnant women infected with HIV are

routinely given a combination of three or more anti—HIV drugs

during pregnancy to prevent their spread of the virus to their

infants. However, in developing countries, vitamin supplementa—

tion during pregnancy is not routine.

For more information, go online to www.nichd.nih,gov/new/releas—

es/pregnancy_vitamins.cfm.
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On Stace Now Happenings ‘Rounp Town __

 

NMTstages collection of plays

The New Moon Theatre Company will present Beckett Stew

& Albee Too at TheatreWorks, located at 2085 Madison Avenue,

Fridays and Saturdays, Aug. 6—7 and 13—14. All shows begin at

8 p.m. Beckeit Stew and Albee Too is a collection of plays,

including Samuel Beckett‘s Not /, Footfalls, Ohio Impromptu and

Edward Albee‘s Zoo Story.Tickets are $12.50 each for adults

and $10 for students. For more information, go online to new— _

moontheatre.org; email david@newmoontheatre.orgor call

(877) 367—6585. E

p.m.,at BuntynPresbyterianChurch
and.firesce‘tt

White it i

usicreading skills. Chorus rehearsals are general— |
ly held on MondaynightsatBuntyn Presbyterian Church.

_The chorus is directedby Dr. Lawrence Edwards, artts~
C director ofthe chorus and director of choralactlwttesat: .

 

 
 

Ifthe beer‘s starting to

impair your game ...

 

Thinkwhat it‘ll doto‘

your driving.

DESIGNATE A DRIVER
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Helen‘s MostFavoriteflay-staged. f
Playwrights‘ Forum, located at Theatreworks, 2085 Madison

Avenue, will present the Mid—South premiere of Helen‘s Most —
Favorite Day, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays, Aug. 19—21,
26—28 and Sep 2—4. All shows are at 8 p.m. This is the story of
Helen, who is swept off her feet by a carnie named Jed who
gives her, not just a most wonderful day to remember, but the
chance to relive the day over and over again. Written by Mark
Dunn and directed by Brian Mott, Helen‘s Most Favorite Dayfea—
tures Laurie Cook Mcintosh, Renee Davis Brame, Kevin Shaw,
Leslie Lee Lansky, Allen Busby and Madalyn Stanford. Dunnis _
scheduled to attend the Aug. 21 performance and answer ques— _
tions from the audience. Tickets, are $10 each; reservations can
be madeby calling (901) 725—2040.
ETC to stage Stonewall-based nlav

Emerald Theatre Company will present Street Theatre at
Theatre Works, 2085 Monroe Avenue, Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays, Sept. 10—19. Street Theatre was written by Doric
Wilson, one of the first playwrights at New YorkCity‘s legendary
Caffe Cino and a pioneer of the Off—Off—Broadway movement, to
reflect the three nights he participated in the Stonewall riots and
the early days of the Gay Activist Alliance. Wilson has written,
directed, produced and/or designed more than 100 productions.
Showtimes are 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 2 p.m.
Sundays. Tickets are $10 each, general admission.
Reservations can be made by calling (901) 722—9302.
Romantic musical set at TM |

Theatre Memphis, 650 Perkins Extended, celebrates the
beginning of its 85th season with the opening of Stephen —
Sondheim and Hugh Wheeler‘s elegant romantic comedy, A _|
Little Night Music, on the Lohrey Stage, Aug. 27 through Sept.
19. Set in turn—of—the—century Sweden,. A Little NightMusic cele—
brates the desperation and delights of romantic attraction and
features an enchanting score set entirely in waltz—time, including .
the Grammy—Award winning song, "Send In The Clowns."
Showtimesare 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Thursdays; 8 p.m. _
Fridays and Saturdays, and 2 p. m,. Sundays. Tickets are $25 for _|
adults; $12 for students, ages 12: to 18, or with valid college ID, —
and $8 for children. A special $3 discount is available for any _
adult ticket purchased for the Aug. 27, 28, 29, Sept. 1, 2 per— _
formances. For more information or fickets, call the Theatre .
Memphis Box Office at (901) 682 8323.
 

I frompage 50

made with shrimp and squid, in a garlic sauce. While the

Dining Out

| shrimp portions of the seafood kabob were satisfying, the kind— _
_| est thing we could say about the squid is that it is tough and|

difficult to chew.
For dessert we tried some disappomtlng baklava — an unfor— _|

tunaté overabundance of cloves made for some irritating bltmgr. |
experiences

We are happy that Petra has arrived. It fl||S a void in the .
Memphis restaurant scene that has been sorely ewdent forr'
years. Try it — you wont be disappomted |

 



IMPORTANT

NOTICE

CAST

YOUR

VOTE

FOR

PRESIDENT

OF THE

UNITED

STATES

ON

TUESDAY

NOVEMBER

2, 2004

GET

REGISTERED

NOW!

EATER
£ o/©)B;m

hy DOvic Wilson

divested by #91 #7vm0n

     

 

 

   a.
OC
C

Q
LL
C

~d  

  

mt
Cec

INE

memphis gay & lesbian

community center‘s
  

  

   

 

 

 

 

m. production

. 111%

f 14%

{ October 2410

2004

§ for info

na visit

¥ www.mglcc.org

 ‘Adpaidfor by A&PPublications Inc.

Aucust 2004 FAMILY &friends 61

 



Thishaunting pertranof
perseverance, unity, and

 

ultimate hope granites R
{teattmging look at how

r we have come and how
fee we have vet to go.

23August: ,, (901) 726—4656
fiemsewt by Panel of emerimn Warsaw Fail
Emtewest by Reveh Robertson of National

Civil lushts Mnseum, Rabbi Micah Greenstein
of Terapte Israel, and Jerriie R. Turner of NAACP,

eel-w} wen-ear, Dorothy 0. Kirsch
KFamily and Masarine,

eve f f "tare ore Erams?Jvermt, amt Preset fiamrwe

62 FAMILY & friends Aucust 2004

 



 

   

Dear Editor

| just picked up your latest edition (July

2004 issue) and was utterly flabbergasted

by the near total lack of coverage for the events put together this

year by Mid—South Pride. | think that one biased, misleading and

somewhat inaccurate paragraph is pitiful and that you should be

ashamed to present such grade—school level journalism. You

failed to note any of the other winners of awards and the current

board of directors of Pride. Nor did you show that all of this was

done on short notice and was wildly successful by all accounts.

Also, I noted the total failure to mention the Pride Picnic that

was well attended at Neshoba Unitarian. There were few words

about the gathering at the Community Center. So much for com—

plete and unbiased reporting. I am glad that his joke of a rag is

free ... no one would dare pay for such lousy reporting.

I noted that several other events warranted multi—page arti—

cles and more pictures, why the utter lack of the local Pride

events here? Maybe next time you will bother to extend a little

more effort to accurately cover and report events in this city.

—Dayle Meyer

(Editor‘s Note: In the July, 2004 issue, Family & Friends

Magazine made a few comments about the success of the Mid—

South Pride Parade in the "Bulletin" and provided a full page of

black and white pictures of the parade and the post—parade gath—

ering at the Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center. Family

& Friends had a prior commitment (the Friends For Life Annual

Auction) and was unable to cover the Mid—South Pride picnic,

    nor the HIV Testing Day activities held at the Overton Park Shell.

We apologize for any inconvenience the lack of such coverage

may have caused our readers.)

Dear Editor

I have just returned home after spending the last week work—

ing in Atlanta ...

I am deeply troubled by the (letter to the editor) from one of

the board members of (Mid—South Pride). Every person on our

board has the right to speak individually; their comments as indi—

viduals do not imply the opinion of MSP or it‘s entire board.

I, today, was given a copy of the current issue of Family &

Friends, and, as an individual, | was very happy with the pic—

tures I found there. It was very much reflective of the event,

and of its success. I, in no way, have any issue with the cov—

erage provided.

Officially, as the president of MSP, the coverage in Family &

Friends is very much appreciated, and was very appropriate.

The comments made by one of our members is (his/her) own

opinion, and is not reflective of the officers of MSP.

Thank you for being there, and thank you for the spread of

pictures.

Look forward to working with you in the future.

—Gary Wilkerson

We welcome ALL letters to the editor ... however, those that

are considered to be of a hateful nature are not published.

 

 

it‘s been said that we are crazy at Prescott, because
of the stances we take and our proud tradition

of welcoming everyone,regardless of race, sexual, or
political orientation. It‘s been said that Jesus was crazy too and

we always try to do our very best to follow Him.
If you‘ve been looking for a church that‘s radically different,

with an active mission to explore compassion, peace, justice
and the love of Christ, come see what all the craziness is about!

 

  gw‘jg a s

961 Getwell Road
near Park & Getwell

9:30 Sunday School 10:45 Worship
901—327—8479

www.prescottchurch.org
  

Robert" Wolfman"Belfour

Blind Mississippi Morris & ThePocket

Joyce Cobb & Cool Heat _

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 528—0560
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AER— PATIO PARTY &COOKOUT

WITH RON SUNDAY _

CoN AUG. 29 4

( pm see Ron the grill's a
MI E———~ blazin‘ so

bring your

own meat N

and sling (W

iton'

REMEMBER To DRINKRESPONSIBLY ... DESIGNATE A SOBER DRIVER!
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Sundance to air documentary on war in Iraq

On Monday, Sept. 6, The Sundance Channel will air p.m. CT. Both films are from Robert Greenwald, who is making

Uncovered: The Whole Truth About The Iraq War at 8 p.m. CT headlines with his new documentary, Outfoxed: Rupert

and air Unprecedented: The 2000 Presidential Election, at 7 Murdoch‘s War On Journalism.

No stranger to making documentaries with a political edge,

Greenwald examines the Bush Administration‘s conduct in con—

vincing the American people that Saddam Hussein posed a threat

to national security in 2003‘s Uncovered: The Whole Truth About

The Iraq War, which has been praised by critics for its honesty.

Greenwald also served as the executive producer of Joan

Sekler and Richard Ray Perez‘s 2002 film, Unprecedented: The

2000 Presidential Election, which scrutinized the electoral fiasco

in the state of Florida.

For more information, go online to sundancechannel.com.

            

   

ESCAPE YOUR HIGH MORTGAGE AND FIND FINANCIAL

FREEDOM!

High Mortgage Payments?

Facing Foreclosure?

Let us buy your house and relieve your stress! Contact us at
(901) 237—2194 and talk to one of our counselors at no cost to

you. We offer creative solutions for people in need.

      

  

      

   
 

  

 

  
Don‘t be financially crippled by your

mortgage. We will buy your house. Call
Blossom Properties today.

(901) 237—2194

    

    

  

     

  

As other denominations

tell you, "No,"

we continue to proclaim

a joyous "YES!"

| First Congregational

| UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST |

   

 

   

   

    

   

Mike Coleman affiliate Broker Sharl Walker Affitiate Broker
(901) 201—1143 (901) 484—5448

@ Prudential
Collins-Maury, Inc. REALTORS®

644 West Poplar Avenue

An Open andAffirming Church

welcoming all the children ofGod

into a community offaith and Spirit!
   

|| We‘re in the Cooper—Young neighborhood!

  

1000 South Cooper §E§ Collierville, TN 38017
Worship at 10:30 on Sunday mornings Fl Bulsi 901 259—8500 Fax am zsgl-lasm '

coleman@collins—maury.com walker@collins—maury.com
www.firstcongo.com gmlmmmmmmmmmmmmReal Estate Affiliates Inc.
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. Since the late ‘80s, | have been both

ambushed and abused by HIV prevention adver—

tisements — in magazines, on billboards, at bus

stops, on flyers plastered on walls and stapled to telephone

posts. Ambushed because | always felt | was caught. The mes—

sage | got was that gay=AIDS, which | thought would eventual—

ly=me. Riddled with insecurity and anxiety, | stopped looking at

them." — An excerpt from "Use A Condom and Live" by Steven

G. Fullwood, from Think Again.

We are still in the dawn of the 21st century. More than 20

years have passed since the world was informed about

HIV/AIDS and the threat that it posed to humankind. There have

been great advances within the last two decades of the 20th

century. We have developed ways to test for HIV and learned

how the virus is transmitted. Many people have committed them—

selves to the efforts of finding ways to educate people about HIV

transmission and prevention. Some are involved in researching

strategies to prolong the lives of those of us who are living with

the virus and hopefully eradicating it within our lifetime.

With nearly 40,000 new infections a year the past few years,

not many people can say they have not met or knew someone

who is infected or has been affected by HIV/AIDS. By the close

of 2003, reports from the Centers for Disease Control stated that

more than 100,000 new HIV cases were reported and that

African—Americans continue to comprise the largest percentage

of cases at 55 percent. People of African decent are now at

greatest risk globally for HIV/AIDS and we have already lost

more than was lost in the Middle Passage

or what some call the Black Holocaust.

During the years, a number of strate—

gies and methodologies have been put in

place to help curb the spread of HIV, yet

numbers continue to grow celestially,

especially within the African—American

community. In the fall of 2003, a unique

bicoastal collaboration announced the

publication of Think Again, a collection of

essays, poetry and narratives about HIV

risk and prevention by and for Black men

who practice same—sex desire.

Conceived by New York State Black

Gay Network Executive Director Colin

Robinson, Think Again was created in col—

laboration with AIDS Project Los Angeles |

and its director of education, George

Ayala. The book‘s cover and center—page

feature the work of renowned photogra—

pher Lyle Ashton Harris.

"We see Think Again as a vital tool to engage the creative

community in restoring some autonomy, creativity and innova—

tion in our community responses to HIV risk," said Robinson;

editor of Think Again, and co—editor Fullwood, project dlrector of
theBlack Gay and Lesbian Archive.

. Think Again is a collection of critical works, daring VISIOnS

influenced approaches to HIV/AIDS prevention," wrote Robinson
and Ayala in the openingofthe book. "We want to ask Black men
to ‘think again‘ fearlessly, unapologetically and fiercely about out
strategies, our sero status, our sex, our gender, our families, our
brothers, our lovers, ourselves."
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Women,

and,
«"Moving On," an essay by Marvin K. White (Last Rights).

andldeas not typically reflected in mainstream public health — ~

While reading Think Again, | must admit that the book truly
lives up to the intentions of its collaborators and editors. There
are 11 contributors, both new and seasoned writers, whose writ—
ings shine a spotlight and reveals Black life from a variety of per—
spectives. Each piece lays a bare glimpse into each author‘s
struggles with HIV/AIDS risk as academicians, activists, artists,
outreach workers, and yes, men who intimately and sexually
desire other men.

Tim‘m West (Red Dirt Revival: A Poetic Memoir in 6 Breaths)
serves a buffet of reflections and revelations with "Peep Game."
Following is an excerpt:

"... I played the games
sweaty b—boy bumps

cipher refrains
fake girlfriends

sexuality maimed
from the basketball courts

to the front porch
I wore a mask

Concealing my authenticity
In cities that shows no pity."

In "Loving on a Minefield," activist Charles Stephens writes
about his experiences as a young man attending HIV workshops
and compels the reader to rethink the fear—based messages.

*... I mostly did not like HIV workshops," Stephens wrote,
"because, more often than not, | left not wanting to fuck any—
more. It was the fear that got to me. The expectation that | would

consider everyone | fuck a predator, a _
walking disease. One would think we were
at war with each other. But then again,
they have always been more comfortable
with us being at war with each other than
with them. The war on AIDS is fought on
my body."

In the essay "Sissies at the Picnic,"
Roderick A Ferguson (Aberrations in Black
Toward a Queer ColorCritique) takes you on
a reflective journey back in time through
class systems and culture to a small town __
called Manchester, Ga., in the late 1970s. G. __
Winston James (Lyric: Poems Along a
Broken Road) shares the poignant and
haunting coming—of—age short story, "John."
Performance artist and poet Vincent
Woodard‘s "A Soul Retrieval" takes you on
an incredible journey through spirituality,
famlly, sexual identities and self—acceptance.

f Poet Kevin Trimmell Jones, New York _
University student Khary O. Polk, Kevin Quashie ("Black |

Identity, and Cultural Theory: (Un) Becoming the
Subject"), and PhD student and founder of Black Funk,
Herukhuti, all share works that move the reader to think again

in some cases, rethink life. The book concludes with

Ifyou think you‘ve heard it all before, you need to read Think _
Again, To receive a free copy of Think Again, call The New York —_

State Black Gay Network at (212) 367—1565; email —
nysbgn@aol.com, or call AIDS Project Los Angeles at (213) 201— _
1388. Think Again also is available for download at either nys— __
bgn.org or apla.org.

 



 

 

 

StayingPoweris guide

to SQL relationships

"We dedicate this book to all people who

seek to have a meaningful and complete

relationship," reads the dedication page of

the just released Staying Power! — The

Unofficial Guide to Maintaining Positive

African—American Male Relationships.

Staying Power! is edited by Max Smith,

* a 1991 inductee into the City of Chicago‘s

_" | Gay and Lesbian Hall of Fame and a

columnist with the Windy City Times. Artist

Otis Richardson, a past guest of the

Memphis SGL community, provided the chapter illustrations.

Smith first offers the reader a chance to see where he is

going in life with "The Staying Power Self—Assessment

Worksheet."

"A man who aimlessly goes though life without guiding princi—

ples of action is a fool going nowhere fast," Smith wrote.

Each of the 24 chapters then addresses a different topic,

including "To Thine Own Self be True (Look at the Man in the

Mirror)"; "Why Doesn‘t He Listen to Me (Blah, Blah, Blah);"

"Living Under the Same Roof (Making a House a Home)," and

"Love Crimes (10 Ways to Kill a Relationship)."

This practical, easy—to—read, 271—page paperback book is a

must read for any SGL man seeking a relationship, whether he

has been there before, is there now, or hopes to be in the future.

staving rowrn |

 

 

American Candidate‘

On Aug. 1, the new Showtime reality TV show,

"American Candidate," was aired.

New York author Keith Boykin, 38, a former special assis—

tant to President Clinton, —is one of several openly gay and

lesbian participants on the show, in which 10 people from all

walks of life run in a simulated presidential campaign.

Boykin‘s campaign is managed by his life partner, Nathan

Williams, 28, a New York entertainment attorney. Boykin, a

graduate of Dartmouth College and Harvard Law School,

believes gay issues will be a significant part of the show

In addition to Boykin and Williams, Chrissy Gephardt,

31, openly gay daughter of Representative Dick Gephardt,

will participate. She is a Washington—based management

consultant and is active in the Stonewall Democrats.

The 10 candidates from across the country include six

men and four women of various ages, backgrounds and

political views. The show is hosted by Emmy Award—winning

talk show host Montel Williams.

The winner will receive $200,000 and a nationwide

media appearance to address the country.

The show is aired each Sunday at 9 p.m. on Showtime.

For more information, go online to www.sho.com or

www.americancandidate.com.
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‘ Tuesday,Friday a Sunday

9 pm. to 3 am.

Saturday

9 p.m. to 5 a.m.

ighway 80 West — Jackson, Mississippi

601.922.8227 — 601.922.8237 — 1.888.43—METRO
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Chil‘, can you believe we are four months away

2) from another year? My how time flies.

At the beginning of last month we had some good things going

on around the nation. California was celebrating its pride and we

in the South were celebrating the grand opening of Terry! "my

Butch‘s" new club in Jackson, Miss., The Metro Entertainment

Complex. I had to stay home for my obligations here in Memphis,

but I was told Hwy. 55 South will never be the same again. The

grand opening was beyond successful. Everybody owes it to

themselves to go down and see this wonderful new club.

Congratulations, "my Butch," Ladybug loves you!

Greg McNeal has returned from Thailand and is expected

back in Memphis during Southern Heritage Classic weekend,

Sept. 16—20. To all J—Setters, Greg will be interviewing and

recording the performances all weekend long. If you have any

questions, please call him at (213) 381 2665.

Also, during Classic weekend, Friends For Life‘s "The Haven"

will have a pre—party game gathering with free food, give—always

and entertainment from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. that Saturday morning,

Sept. 18, at 28 North Claybrook. We also will have interviews for

future models, male and female, and on—site interviews with lead

J—setters from all over.

National SGL author R. Bryant Smith will be releasing and

selling his new book, Let It Be Real, at this event, as well. This

book has characters from Nashville, Atlanta, Mississippi and

Memphis. Local individuals, such as Patrick (spotlight tech at

Check out the

WEDNESDAY NIGHT GATHERINGS

at The Haven

28 N. Claybrook, second floor

Wuat‘s Tne Ten‘ Laoveuge 2 sy Antuony Haroaway

Allusions), Alicia Kelly, local past parties and pageants are all in

this new book. A lot of the cover models are from the state of

Tennessee. Reader, are you worthy enough to be in such a

novel? Purchase your copy that weekend and find out.

The villagers who gather each week on Wednesday night at

28 North Claybrook watched the new black gay movie, The Ski

Trip, out of New York, a week ago and | must say the movie was

very good. The director, Maurice Jamal, did a very good job act—

ing and casting. If you would like to order a copy of this new

move, call (90) 726—0674.

Steven G. Fullwood stopped by Memphis in July and did a

workshop at The Memphis Gay and Lesbian Community Center.

He works for the Schomburg Center for Research in Black

Culture in New York City.

Also, J.L. King sends his love to the chil—ren. He REALLY left

a good impression on everyone who met him when he visited us

during Memphis Black Pride in June.

My next stops will be Jacksonville, Fla., and St. Louis for

each of their Black Pride events. Will I see you, the reader,

there? Remember, be true to yourself and the world will respect

you more. And, as always, Happy Pride, Chil—ren, Happy Pride!

 

 

 

f

Call (901) 274—0163

Creating a village/ _

haven for&about us!

 

 

Aug. 6—8: Jacksonville Black Pride

(904) 858—3767, jaxbp@aol.com,

www.jaxxblkpride.com

Aug. 13—15: St. Louis Black Gay Pride

(314) 645—6451, ext. 211, agalloway@stlefa.org,

www.stlouisblackpride.org _

~ ~ Sept. 1—6: Atlanta Black Gay Pride

(404) 872—6410, info@intheatl.com,

www.intheatl.com *

Oct. 8—10: Mississippi Black Pride

(601) 942—6817, mrobinson@murc.org

Oct. 29—Nov. 1: Nashville Black Pride

(800) 845—4266, ext. 269, brosunited@aol.com,

~ , www.brothersunited.com

Nov 26—28: New Orleans People of Color Pride

(504) 254—9222 or (504) 253—3213,

sharonhoward@girlgotskills.com
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byAnita Moyt, managing editor

Author, archivist and speaker Steven G.

Fullwood was the featured guest July 16 and

17 at "Children of the Rainbow," sponsored

by the Memphis Gay and Lesbian

Community Center. His visit was made pos—

sible by a grant from The Gill Foundation.

"I enjoyed myself immensely," Fullwood

told Family & Friends in a telephone inter—

view. "I enjoyed the people who brought me

there. 1 thought it was well attended. The

work they are trying to do to make the

MGLCC more inclusive is evident by bringing

me there."

Fullwood is an accredited librarian who

works at the Schomburg Center for Research _

in Black Culture at the New York Public

Library in New York City. He also founded the

Black Gay and Lesbian Archive Project. As

an author, he has contributed to many works,

including Think Again (see page 66). He just

released his newest book, Funny.

"I wrote Funny because | wanted to make people laugh,"

Fullwood said. "Making people laugh is a worthy vocation. There

are many books about the Black gay and lesbian experience,

including fiction and poetry, and their content deals with homo—

phobia and racism in a serious way. | wanted to get a serious

  

message and put it on a bed of laughter:
like putting an arm around (the reader) and
saying, ‘Hey, let‘s think about this together.""

Fullwood‘s essays address such topics —
as celibacy, size and singleness in this 125:
page paperback.

"The book is being received, for the most
part, very positively," Fullwood said.
"(Those I‘ve talked to) like the frankness of
the book and they like how the book is raw
and doesn‘t pull any punches. The com:
ment I get from most people is, ‘It made me
laugh.‘ (The book) is very frank and open
and revealing and makes you think about
your own experiences with homophobia
and racism and makes you feel like you are
being affirmed."

Fullwood‘s collections assure that the
Black gay and lesbian experience is not
omitted from black history.

"We‘ve collected from North America,
London, South Africa. The website (www.stevengfullwood.org)

givespeople a senseof what we are doing. I want (our archives)
to be representative of all — gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender,
intersex, queer."

See Fullwood, page 73
 

 

UNITY, DIVERSITY, EQUALITY FOR ALL

Pride Celebration

If you would like sponsorship or volunteer information,

call Backstreet Memphis at (901) 276—5522 or

send an email to mail@backstreetmemphis.com
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Fullwood

from page 70

Fullwood solicits donations of magazines, newsletters, jour—

nals, newspapers, books, monographs, dramatic works, poetry,

pamphlets, novels, non—fiction, biographies and erotica.

Memphis‘s Anthony Hardaway has been loyal in being sure

the southeastern states are represented in the archives.

"One of the most interesting pieces is the first three and only

issues of New York‘s Moja Equals Gay and Black, from July
1978," Fullwood said, explaining one of his prized pieces. "This
was the first newspaper created by black gays and lesbians."

Fullwood is presently working on another book of humor to be
released in June 2005, and is co—editing a book about black
organizations called Fierce: A Genealogy of Black LGBT
Organizations 1970 — Present. Although Funny is about the sin—
gle Fullwood, his next offering will include humorous antedoctes
about his partner and their relationship.

Back to the purpose of his visit to Memphis, Fullwood
explained that Memphis is not the only city finding it difficult to
get people to cross over the bridge of racism.

"People (of various races) do party together," Fullwood stat—
ed. "In New York, larger organizations try to reach out, but
Blacks start their own organizations. This is like this all across
the U.S.A. ... There is a divide that still exists and I think it will
continue because some people feel more at ease in their own
culture. ... Everything else is foreign.

"Be able to look at yourself in the world," Fullwood offered as
advice on how to get people to deal with other cultures. "If you
think you are the center of the world (ethnocentrism), you miss
out on having authentic conversations. There are problems

when people don‘t want to try and pronounce other people‘s

names. It is like denying part of your body, when you deny part

of humanity. It takes time and people are developing.

"I tolerate people.‘ Is that the best you can do? Notwilling to

accept change is a travesty," Fullwood concluded. "This is a very

new thing worldwide. People are understanding human rights

issues and abuses. Cultures are having to reconcile the way

they are treating people."

Photos of Fullwood‘s visit to the MGLCC, by DeShon Gales,

are posted on Fullwood‘s website at www.stevengfullwood.org.

More information on donating works to his collections, as well as

his books, are also available at his website.

 

Posing for the camera are, from left, Anthony Hardaway, Steven
Fullwood, MGLCC President Len Piechowski and MGLCC Board
Member Andy Eiskamp.  

forthe Memphis
Area Transit
Authority. I like
being around
fun and happy
brothers. I have a
17—year old
son. I have been
employed at MATA
for seven years. I also
like being in control.
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Southern Heritage Classic

— his newest novel, Let If
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Adebut of a new novel, entertainment, model search (males

and females), J—Setters, free food, giveaways, and, of course, a

football game to attend. What more could you want?

On Saturday, Sept. 18, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at Friends For

Life‘s "The Haven," 28 North Claybrook, the public is invited to a

Southern Heritage Classic pre—game party and gathering. This event

is free to the public.

Author R. Bryant

Smith will be releasing

Be Real. Let It Be Real

features characters from

Nashville, Atlanta,

Mississippi and *

Memphis. Whether

Smith‘s SGL characters

remind you of someone

you already know or not,

Smith‘s writings provide

an interesting and relax—

ing journey into his past

that he desiresto share

with the reader. —

For more informa—

tion, call Anthony | , .

Hardaway at (901) 331— R, Bryant SmitH, right, and photographer
3579. Greg McNeal display the book‘s cover.
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BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

Memphis, Tennessee

ALLUSIONS, 3204 North Thomas in the

Northgate Shopping Center (in the back),

(901) 357—8383. Open at 9 p.m.

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays.

BACKSTREET MEMPHIS, 2018 Court

Street, (901) 276—5522, Fri. & Sat. 8

p.m.—6 a.m., Sun. 8 p.m. to 3 a.m.,

www.backstreetmemphis.com

CROSSROADS & CROSSROADS 2,

1278 Jefferson & 111 North Claybrook,

(901) 276—1882, Noon—3 a.m., 7 Days A

Week

J—WAG‘S, 1268 Madison Avenue, (901)

725—1909, Open 24 Hours A Day, 7 Days

A Week

THE JUNGLE, 1474 Madison Avenue,

(901) 278—4313, 4 p.m.—3 a.m. Mon. Fri./3

p.m.—3 a.m. Sat. & Sun.

LORENZ/AFTERSHOCK, 1528 Madison

Avenue, (901) 274—8272, open 24 hours

a day, 7 days a week

MADISON FLAME, 1588 Madison

Avenue, (901) 278—9839, 7 p.m.—3 a.m.

Wed., Fri. & Sat./5 p.m.—? Thurs.

METRO MEMPHIS, 1349 Autumn Street,

(901) 274—8010, 6 p.m.—3 a.m., 7 days a

week

ONE MORE, 2117 Peabody, (901) 278—

MORE (6673), 11 a.m.—3 a.m.

Mon.—Sat./noon—3 a.m. Sun.

PARAGON, 2865 Walnut Grove Road,

(901) 320—0026, Thurs.—Sun. 8 p.m.—?

THE PUMPING STATION, 1382 Poplar

Avenue, (901) 272—7600, 4 p.m. to 3 a.m.

Mon.—Friday, 3 p.m. to 3 a.m. Sat. & Sun.

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

Chattanooga, Tennessee

MI—NITE, 27 West 19th Street, (423) 504—

3650, Thurs.—Sun. 9 p.m.—3 a.m.

IMAGES, 6005 Lee Highway, (423) 855—

8210, 5 p.m. to 3 a.m., 7 days a week,

www.mirage—complex.com, Email:

mirage_complex@hotmail.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

lackson, Tennessee

THE OTHER SIDE, 3883 Highway 45

North, (901) 668—3749, 5 p.m.—midnight

Sun.—Thurs., 5 p.m.—3 a.m. Fri./7 p.m.—3

a.m. Sat.

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

lackson, Mississippi

CLUB CITY LIGHTS, 220 West Amite

Street, (601) 353—0059

JACK & JILL‘S, 3911 Northview Drive,
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(601) 982—JACK (5225), 9 p.m.—? Fri. &

Sat., website: www.jacksonbars.com

JACKS CONSTRUCTION SITE (aka

JC‘S), 425 North Mart Plaza, (601) 362

3108, 5 p.m.—? 7 Days A Week, website:

www.jacksonbars.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

Meridian, Mississippi

QC DISCO, 125 Russel Drive, (601) 484—

4111, 8 p.m.—2 a.m. Thur.—Sat., 6 p.m.—?

Sun., email: QCDisco@aol.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

Tupelo, Mississippi

RUMORS, 637 Highway 145, (662) 767—

9500, 8 p.m. —1 a.m. Thurs. — Sat.,

email: rumors@futuresouth.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

Hot Springs, Arkansas

OUR HOUSE, 660 East Grand Avenue,

Hot Springs, Ark. (501) 624—6868,. Mon,—

Fri., 7 p.m. to 3 a.m., Sat., 7 p.m. to 2 a.m.

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

  

Little Rock, Arkansas

BACKSTREET—LITTLE ROCK, 1021

Jessie Road, (501) 662—2744,

Fri.—Mon. 9 p.m.—5 a.m., website:

Backstreetdanceclub.com.

DISCOVERY, 1021 Jessie Road, (501)

664—4784, Sat. only, 9 p.m.—5 a.m., web—

site: Latenightdisco.com

SOCIAL

Memphis, Tennessee

2xLAMBDA, a social and volunteer pro—

gram open to both men and women, ages

20 to 29, (901) 223—3331

BETA EPSILON CHAPTER OF BETA PHI

OMEGA SORORITY INC., is a social serv—

ice organization for feminine lesbian, bisexu—

al and heterosexual women of all races,

(901) 281—0830, email: betaepsilonchap—

ter@yahoo.com, website:

www.betaphiomega.net

B.G.A.L.A., (University of Memphis

Students for Bisexual, Gay & Lesbian

Association), a social, political and edu—

ational organization meets the first and

third Mondays of each month, e—mail:

BGALA@cce.Memphis.edu, www.peo—

ple.memphis.edu/~bgala

COTTON PICKIN‘ SQUARES MEM—.

PHIS, (901) 272—2116, Meets

Thursday nights at 7:30 p.m. at Holy

Trinity Community Church, 515 South

Highland Street, Square dancing

social group

 

JUST FOR US MEMPHIS, is a social

group welcoming single or partnered les—

bians ages 18+. Some gatherings are

designed specifically for members and

their children, (901) 268—1903, email:

justforusmemphis@yahoo.com

LIFE IN THE MEDIAN, a program of the

Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community

Center, is open to men and women in

their late 20s and beyond. (901) 857 8523

MEMPHIS AREA GAY YOUTH (MAGY),

P.O. Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124,

(901) 335—6249, Peer support group for

13— to 21—year olds dealing with gay, les—

bian, bisexual & gender issues,

www.gaymemphis.com/magy

MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNI—

TY CENTER, 892 South Cooper

Memphis, 38104, (901) 278—4297, town—

hall meetings every other month; Thurs—

Fri, 6 to 10 p.m.; Sat and Sun, 2 to 10

p.m. and Mon, 6 to 10 p.m.

MID—SOUTH PRIDE, 111 S. Highland,

Suite 261, Memphis, TN 38111, (901)

328—6349, send an email to:

info@MidSouthPride.org, website:

www. GLBT Pride

events for Memphis and the Mid—

South.

MIRROR IMAGE, P.O. Box 11052,

Memphis, TN 38111—0052, A support group

for trans individuals meets the 3rd Saturday

of every month at 7 p.m., For more infor—

mation and locations of meetings, write or

email at memphisgroup@usa.com

MYSTIC KREWE OFiAPlQIRODITE, a
social and service organization, women
only, P.O. Box 11483, Memphis, TN 38111—
1483, email:aphroditemem@yahoo.com,
website: .www.igeocities.com/aphrodite—
mem &
NOBLE KREWE OF HATHOR, a social
organization of men and women who sup—
port and promote local Memphis area
charitable: programs, P.O. Box 820901,
Memphis, "TN 38182—0901;  www.krewe—
ofhathor.com ;
P.F.L.A.G., (Parents, Family & Friends
of Lesbians & Gays), (901) 754—3136,
Support meetings for parents, family and
friends of gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered persons, email:
amdrake@mem.po.com
TENNESSEE LEATHER TRIBE, (901)
357—1921, Club nights and meetings
vary; contact for info — men and women
welcome, www.tnleathertribe.org, email:
info@tnleathertribe.org
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TSARUS MEMPHIS, P.O. Box 41082,

Memphis, TN 38174, (901) 276—4132,

Levi—leather club meets the 3rd Saturday

of every month at The Pumping Station,

1382 Poplar Aveune, at 10 p.m. « MEN

ONLY, Email: info@tsarus.org, website:

www.tsarus.org

MEMPHIS BLACK SGL ALLIANCE, 28

North Claybrook, Memphis, TN 38104,

(901)274—0163, Cultural, educational,

community awareness organization.

MGLCC BOOK CLUB, a program of the

Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community

Center, 892 South Cooper, meets the

third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.

email:bmoody@mem.net

SOCIAL

Knoxville, Tennessee

LAMBDA STUDENT UNION, a social and

educational organization for GLBT, question—

ing and straight students at The University of

Tennessee—Knoxville, 315 University Center,

Box 315, 1502 West Cumberland Ave.,

Knoxville, TN 37996—4800, lambda@utk.edu,

website: web.utk.edu/~lambda/

SOCIAL

Mississippi

OLE MISS GAY STRAIGHT ALLIANCE,

P.O. Box 3541, University, MS 38677,

(662) 915—7049, email: gayolemiss@hot—

mail.com

GLBF, P.O. Box 233, MS State, MS

39762, (662) 325—8241, email:

glbf@org.msstate.edu,www.msstate.edu/

org/glbf —

PFLAG—TUPELO, 115A Issac Drive,

Tupelo, MS 38801, (662) 566—2282, email:

Alliance 22 B0oi@ aol.com,

groups.yahoo.com/group/PFLAGTupelo.

USM GAY/STRAIGHT ALLIANCE,

email:GSAlliance@usm.edu or thespy_ms

@yahoo.com, website: www.usm.edu/gsa

SOCIAL

Arkansas

SAFE HARBOR NEA, A confidential sup—

port and social group for GLBT persons,

ages 25 and under, in northeast

Arkansas, (870) 932—6545, P.O. Box 226,

Jonesboro, AR 72403, www.safeharbor—

nea.com

SOCIAL

Missouri

VISIONS OF PRIDE COMMUNI—

TY CENTER, 30 North Pacific,

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701,

(573) 651—6220, email:

REA GLBT Rinse: ilCEjGUI‘DE "(CONfiNVUEpy _ _

DeltaDyke@aol.com, home—
town.aol.com/deltadyke/myhome—
page/gaypride.html

WHOLENESS E
Memphis, Tennessee .

FEAST FOR FRIENDS DINNER, (901)
272—0855, Dinner is served the 1st and
3rd Monday of every month at St. John‘s
United Methodist Church, Bellevue @
Peabody, beginning at 6 p.m.
MEMPHIS REGIONAL PLANNED PAR—
ENTHOOD, 1407 Union Avenue
Extended, 3rd Floor (901) 725—1717,
HIV & STD testing, gynecological preven—
tive care
MEMPHIS HIV FAMILY CARE NET—
WORK, 880 Madison Avenue, Memphis,
TN, (901) 545—8265, Free comprehen—
sive, supportive services and voc/rehab
services to the HIV—positive
NICOTINE ANONYMOUS MEETING,
Saturdays 10 a.m., Christ United
Methodist Church, 4488 Poplar Avenue.
(901) 278—6234
THE POSITIVE LIVING CENTER, 1000
South Cooper Street, Memphis, TN, (901)
726—6022 + Tuesday—Saturday, noon to 8
p.m. Provides opportunities for persons
affected by HIV/AIDS to manage the dis—
ease in a holistic manner, free of charge.
YWCA ENCORE, MedPlex, 880 Madison
Avenue, (901) 754—4356, Support group
for lesbians with breast cancer meets
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon
SERIOUSLY SOBER OPEN AA MEET—
ING, (an open men & women‘s Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting), Meets each Friday
at 8 p.m. at Holy Trinity Community
Church, 515 South Highland Street,
(901) 324—9200

Wiisi1d}aas
Mississippi

BUILDING BRIDGES INC., 2147 Henry
Hill Drive, Suite 206, Jackson, MS 39204,
(601) 922—0100. Education, prevention,
support group.
COMMUNITY SWITCHBOARD OF Ms
GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE, (601) 346—
4379, operated seven days a week, 24
hours a day. Information and referral on
GLBT: issues and HIV/AIDS.
MS GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE, 5565
Robinson Road Ext., Suite Q, Jackson,
MS 39284, (601) 371—3019.
SOUTHERN AIDS COMMISSION, P.O.
Box 293, Greenville, MS 38702, (662)
334—3349, education and prevention.
SOUTHERN AIDS COMMISSION, 5565

 

Robinson Road Ext., Suite Q, Jackson,
MS 39284, (601) 371—3019, direct
HIV/AIDS services.

SPIRITUAL
Memphis, Tennessee

INTEGRITY MEMPHIS, 102 N. Second
Street, Memphis, TN 38103, (901) 525 6602,
People of all faiths and ideologies are wel—
come, Meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month
at 6:30 p.m. at Calvary Episcopal Church.
Dinner at 7 p.m., www.geocities.com/integri—
ty_memphis/main.html
LAMBDA CIRCLE, (901) 278—6786,
Open to all GLBT persons of faith to
join in an affirming time of prayer,
Bible study and discussion., Meets
the 2nd Tuesday of every month from
6:30. to 8:30. pm:. at ..First
Congregational Church, 1000 S.
Cooper Street.

SPIRITUAL
Other Locales

CAMP SISTER SPIRIT, P.O. Box 12,
Oveftt, MS 39464, Feminist education/cul—
tural/retreat center, www.campsisterspir—
it.com, email: sisterspir@aol.com
MCC OF THE RAINBOW, 5565
Robinson Rd. Ext., Ste. Q, Jackson, MS
39204, (601) 372—6644, Sunday Service
at 11:30 a.m.

POLITICAL
Feaaeeess

MEMPHIS FREETHOUGHT ALLIANCE, an
association of atheists, agnostics and secular
humanists, meets the third Sunday at the
Memphis Public Library, 3030 Poplar Ave.,
Room C, call Jim Maynard at (901) 327—2677,
email: —memphisfreethought@yahoo.com,
www.geocities.com/memphisfreethought.
MEMPHIS LESBIAN & GAY COALITION
FOR JUSTICE, P.O. Box 241363,
Memphis, TN 38124, (901) 327—2677.
Email: —migcj@yahoo.com, —website:
www.geocities.com/migc}.
MEMPHIS LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS,
P.O. Box 770505, Memphis, TN 38177,
meets the third Sunday at 2 p.m. at the
MGLCC, 892 S. Cooper and meets the first
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at area restaurants,
groups.yahoo.com/group/MemphisLCR.
MEMPHIS STONEWALL DEMOCRATS,
meets the fourth Saturday at 2 p.m. at the
MGLCC, 892 S. Cooper, www.geoci—
ties.com/mphsstonewallem, (901) 327—
2677, email: mphsstonewalldem
@yahoo.com ___
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POLITICAL

Mississippi

EQUALITY MISSISSIPPI, P.O. Box 6021,

Jackson, MS 39288—6021, (601) 936

7673, you can send an email to:

EqualityMSs@EqualityMS.org, website:

www.EqualityMS.org

SPORTS

Memphis, Tennessee

BLUFF CITY SPORTS ASSOCIATION,

P.O. Box 41803, Memphis, TN 38174

1803, (901) 461—0891, email: memphis—

gaysoftball@yahoo.com, Softball league

open to GLBT individuals, www.bluffci—

tysports.net

BROTHERS & SISTERS BOWLING

LEAGUE, Winchester Bowl, 3703 S.

Mendenhall @ Winchester, (901) 722—

5236 or (901) 465—4371. Email: memphis—

gaybowlin@aol.com. This co—ed bowling

league meets every Sunday at 6 p.m.

FRONT RUNNERS MEMPHIS, Memphis‘s

first gay and lesbian running club, meets

twice a week, Info@FrontrunnersMemphis.org,

www.FrontrunnersMemphis.org.

PINK PISTOLS MEMPHIS, GLBT and gay—

friendly men and women who are dedicated to

the legal, safe and responsible use of firearms

for self—defense of the sexual—minority commu—

nity. Meets the fourth Sunday from 2 to 4 p.m.

at Range USA, 2770 (old) Whitten Road,

Memphis, TN. (901) 383—9110, email: mem—

pith | n kp | sto l f g.;

www.pinkpistols.org/local/memphis.

OUT SPOKIN‘, a group to support bicy—

cling in the Memphis GLBT community,

email: marty@outspokin—mem.org, web—

site: www.outspokin—mem.org

WELLNESS :

Memphis, Tennessee

DOCTORS

DR. DANIEL P. MARSHALL, M.D., gener—

al practioner, 515 North Highland, (901)

323—1200

OPTOMETRISTS

DRS. MICHAEL D. WEINBERG &

 

JASON DUNCAN at THE ECLECTIC

EYE, 242 South Cooper Street, (901) 276—

EYES (3937)

DENTISTS

WILLIAM N. CASTLE, DDS, general den—

tistry, 79 North Cooper Street, Memphis,

TN 38104. Call (901) 685—5008 for an

appointment.

If Your

Organization

Isn‘t Listed

Here, Give Us

a Call at

(901) 682—2669

 

  

   

   

 

 

NOW RENTING DVDs

Employment Opportunities

FAN TAS Y

WAREHOUSE"

 

   

MEMPHIS‘ FINEST AND MOST COMPLETE ADULT ENTERTAINMENTCENTERS

Fantasy Warehouse #4 (North)

2532 N. Watkins

(901) 358—8642

PANTLA SY

WAREHOUSE"

Executive South (South)

1847 E. Brooks Road =

(901) 345—0825

Fantasy Warehouse-tn (East)

 

 

791 N. White Station Road

   

Available (901) 683—9649

l} Fantasy Warehouse #1
mas 32323533 nila —) — Now Features Body Jewelry

at"{ivand # The Original Vibrating Barbell By S||Ver Moon Concepts

 

OPEN Monday — Saturdays, 8 a.m. to Midnight — CLOSED Sundays & Holidays
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lntroducmgthe:2005)ESCAPEHYBRID
the first vehicle to combine

SUV capabilities with the
tstanding fuel economy |

Impact of.
id

Dnvers view 0f ~, Extremely efficient * stariine manufacturers |retail price, excluding —
Escape Hybrid‘s Escape Hybrid‘s Pres pile gia

4 tratiCommandCenter : P

—

PZEVEngine y 01,5521 egg;Sis,
not included.

 
5299 Summer Avenue |

(across from Garden Ridge) A name you know, people you trust, for more than 70 years!

At LEWIS FORD, we‘re all FAMILY!
* Lewis Ford employees and AX&Z plan employees are incligible
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