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Protest of Love In Action continues to get attention

by Anita Moyt, managing editor

A lot has happened, and continues to happen, since Family &

Friends reported on the protests of Love In Action and the formation of

the new group, Queer Action Coalition, in last month‘s issue.

The Queer Action Coalition (QAC) was formed by the initial pro—

testers at the Love in Action headquarters, 4780 Yale Road. The

protests began when a 16—year old, only known at the time as Zach

from Bartlett, informed his blogfellows that he was being put in an

adolescent, ex—gay program called Refuge, which is operated by

Love in Action (LIA) International in Memphis. His parents paid the

several thousand dollars fee to enroll their son in the program, which

they reportedly hoped would help Zach resolve his "problem" — he

told them he was gay.

Protests have continued; media coverage has extended national—

ly and internationally, including print, radio, television and Internet; a

visit was made to Washington, D.C., by representatives of QAC; a

documentary of the events is in the making; the investigation of LIA

by the State of Tennessee is still ongoing and, finally, Zach has been

heard from again when he re—established his blog after completing

his time at the Refuge program.

QAC‘s Cale LaFevre, however, did point out that the purpose of

QAC has never been Zach, but has been to expose and bring atten—

tion to such ex—gay ministries as Love in Action, which claim to alter

unacceptable homosexual behavior and desires to either asexual

(singleness) or heterosexuality.

"I don‘t cause it, | don‘t cure it, I don‘t create it," LIA‘s Executive

Director John Smid told CNN‘s "American Morning." "There‘s no way

I can cure gays. There isn‘t a cure for homosexuality. What we find

is, there is an opportunity to learn how to live responsibly, even with

homosexual attractions or desires."

The original protest, from June 6 to 17, was extended with sev—

eral more protests, including a protest on the day, July 29, Zach was

"graduated" from the program and the following day, July 30, when

a silent vigil was held at the campus.

One particular protestillustrates the peace, despite the difference of

opinion, that has been evident since the protest‘s inception.

According to QAC‘s website, during the rally at Love in Action on

June 27, Tommy Corman, development director at LIA extended a

hand of friendship to Queer Action Coalition. (QAC‘s) offers of dialog

with Smid were not repulsed and Corman also stated, on camera,

that LIA‘s Refuge program was created to "help children and their

parents see another side of homosexuality." This and Smid‘s state—

ment that Love in Action "(has) nothing to hide" led (QAC) to offer the

following: QAC will host a workshop for the youth going through the

Refuge program so that they can get to know queer youth like them—

selves and have the ability to make informed choices.

The following response to the offer was received from John

Smid, albeit via a supporter of QAC and not directly to QAC:

"At Love in Action, we offer a conservative, Christian viewpoint in

which we believe that homosexual sex and romantic relationships

are against scripture," Smid said in the email. "Based upon the con—

victions of the parents who enroll their kids in our program, we offer

them what they are seeking. The parent‘s guardianship is in place

and we cooperate with them to bring their children what they are

looking for.

"There are other places where a young person can look into

other viewpoints," Smid added. "As a matter of fact, I am sure they

have already done that before coming here. | am quite certain that if

a young man were to go to a QAC meeting, no one there would sug—

gest he look into living a life free of homosexual relationships and to

consider the possibility of healthy singleness or marriage."

As stated before, the media attention has been extensive.

"What‘s happened is his father went on CBN (The Christian

Broadcasting Network) and outed him to the world," said Alex Polotsky,
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a QAC founding member who has now moved back to Chicago butis

still involved with QAC. "There was a New York Times article, two CNN

stories, a ‘Good Morning America‘ piece, a 40—minute segment on

NPR‘s ‘On Point,‘ it was examined on ‘The View,‘ and received nation—

al press in the Netherlands and Norway."
"Fox 13 (TV) did an incredible overview," LeFevre added.

These, of course, are only the tip of the iceberg of the media stories

the protests have generated across the country and the world.

The significance of the CBN story is that it is the first time Zach‘s

last name, Stack, was revealed and one of the few times Joe Stack,

Zach‘s father, has been interviewed by any media.

The elder Stack explained his stance on homosexuality and the

reasons for admitting his son involuntarily to Refuge.

"To me it‘s not what‘s right and what‘s left, it‘s what‘s right and

what‘s wrong," he told the Christian Broadcast Network (CBN). "My

wife and | will stand by that, ‘till the day we die, as far as homosex—

uality is not in God‘s plan — it‘s wrong.

"We felt very good about Zach coming here (Love in Action‘s

Refuge program) because ... to let him see for himself the destruc—

tive lifestyle, what he has to face in the future, and to give him some

options that society doesn‘t give him today," Stack said. "Knowing

that your son ... statistics say that by the age of 30 he could either

have AIDS or be dead."

(The elder Stack refers to an often quoted study by Dr. Paul

Cameron. According to psychology.ucdavis.edu/rain—

bow/html/facts_cameron_obit.html, "Cameron, Playfair and Wellum

(1994) counted obituaries in various gay community publications

and claimed to be able to use them to calculate the average life

expectancy for homosexuals. Their conclusion — that homosexual

men and women have a shorter life span than heterosexual men

and women — provides a textbook example of the perils of using

data from a ‘convenience sample‘ to generalize to an entire popula—

tion. At the time of this study, Cameron had already been expelled

from the American Psychological Association in Aug. 1985, for ethics

violations and misrepresenting himself to the media.)

"Zach has got a mind of his own, and that‘s a God—given gift," the

young man‘s father continued. "And Zack will have to make those

choices when he is an adult as to what exactly he is going to do with

his life. But until he turns 18 and he‘s an adult in the State of

Tennessee, I‘m responsible for him. And I‘m going to see to it that he

has all options available to him.

"A lot of things that Zach spent a lot of his time doing were taken

away," Joe said, referring to the restrictions placed on his son dur—

ing the program. "And I can see why they do it now. It‘s because if

you‘re not doing those things, then what are you doing? Sometime

or other, you have to communicate with your family. And that‘s a big

thing that has happened in our family — Zach is communicating a lot

more with us."

Part of the LIA program includes closely monitoring and control—

ling the adult or adolescent client‘s environment while in the program,

including restricting the music the clients listen to, determining the

clothing the clients can wear, what hairstyles are acceptable and

when and to whom they can talk. Access to the Internet is forbidden.

Brandon Tidwell, who has been through the adult program at

Love in Action, made the following comments in regard to the

restricted environment the rehabilitative program maintains.

"Rarely in life will you ever live that closed off from the world,"

Tidwell told CBN. "It‘s very, I think, deceiving, or misleading, or cre—

ates a false hope for people, to help them to create change in that

very isolated environment, and then move out into the real world and

try to continue to ... understand themselves in a whole different way."

Tidwell told CBN that the program unintentionally helped him to

See Protest, page 11
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by Patricia Pair, publisher
For almost a decade, the Memphis Gay & Lesbian

Community Center has been hosting an annual gay and
lesbian film festival in Memphis. Although unlike many of
the GLBT film festivals around the country and the world,
the Memphis festival has never been called The Memphis
Gay & Lesbian Film Festival. For a number of years it had
been called the Twinkie Museum until the community
voted to change the name to OutFlix three years ago.

Some will remember the absence of a film festival last year.
"OutFlix came about after an 18—month hiatus to

restructure and juggle some other MGLCC priorities," said MGLCC President
Len Piechowski.

This year‘s OutFlix Film Festival will be held for four days beginning
Thursday, Aug. 11, and continuing through Sunday, Aug. 14. The films will be
shown at The MeDia Coop, located inside First Congregational Church at
1000 South Cooper. The entrance is on the south side of the building.

"Since we had a new group working on the festival this year, we decided
to choose a manageable venue," explained OutFlix Committee Chair Will
Batts. "Much of the committee had never worked on anything like this previ—
ously. We wanted to be sure we could a) afford the venue since we started Back: uTt3
with $0, and b) have a venue large enough for a crowd but still small enough rghit
to be intimate and welcoming." Beginning

The OutFlix committee chose 16 films from those that were submitted.
"There‘s a long process of requesting films to

be submitted to the festival committee for con—
sideration and review," Batts noted. "Some of
the films were submitted by burgeoning film—
makers seeking a wider audience for their proj—

‘ ail ects. This is how NightShadows and some of the
. 1 other short films came to us. Others were

[|] Momem Aiter requested for submission after we saw the films

 

listed in other GLBT festivals around the country.

That‘s how we came across The Graffiti Artist

and then contacted the director. We tried to find
a wide range of genres, film lengths,

subjects and styles. Our decision to

show the Ginger Snaps
movie came about as a

result of having some—

one from England sub—

See OUTFLIK,

page 28
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Protest

from page 6

embrace being a homosexual and a Christian.

Tidwell told CNN‘s "American Morning" why he entered the Love

in Action program in the first place.
"I was at a place of such desperation," Tidwell said, "believing

that the only alternative was to not be gay, not being able to see
things from a different perspective that | see it from now. And so it

was, in my opinion, that last and only attempt to get fixed. ... (But) I

realized, quite quickly, that | could be a person of faith and embrace

who God had made me to be."

Not to forget, the story continues to be highlighted on webpages

and blogs throughout the Internet, including www.exgaywatch.com.

QAC‘s website at www.qaconline.org has been keeping the public
informed and continues to get a heavy number of hits and has many

other websites linking into it.

"We still get a lot of email and site traffic on our website," LeFevre said.

LeFevre, Polotsky and Morgan Fox traveled to Washington D.C.,
July 20—24, to work on forging alliances and planning strategies for

QAC. The trio met with Human Rights Campaign, PFLAG national,

Sexual Minority Youth Assistance League (a group similar to

Memphis Area Gay Youth (MAGY) that has been in existence for

about 20 years), National Youth Advocacy Coalition (NYAC) and

went to the ABC network headquarters; they also talked on the

phone with the National Lesbian and Gay Task Force.

"We went and presented everything that was going on," LeFevre

said. "We delivered a nice package of material on QAC, as well as
a proposal for a documentary (by filmmaker Fox) and a five—minute

piece on what has been filmed so far.

"We asked for advice," LeFevre continued. "All the organizations

offered organizational advice and sent us back with plenty of mate—

rials on organizing, as well as papers providing stances on repara—

tive therapy, gay—straight alliances, etc.

"It was amazing. We got so much advice and help and support,"

LeFevre said. "One of them offered to help us get nonprofit status.

Many offered referrals. It felt good to have these organizations be

impressed with what we have done so far. NYAC, especially, as they

are doing a lot of what we want to do."
After the group‘s visit to PFLAG‘s national offices, PFLAG

released a statement about the situation and ex—gay ministries in

general (see inset).

 

As Zach Stark, the Tennessee teen who

recently gained national attention after blogging
his fears of being sent to Love in Action, is

released from the program, Parents, Families

and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)
calls for an ongoing and substantive discussion

about the effects of "reparative therapy" on

young people and their families.
"As families who have faced these very

issues in our own lives, we must give Zach and
his family the space and privacy they need to

deal with this situation," said Jody Huckaby,
PFLAG‘s executive director. "We also must

insist, as allies and advocates for our gay, les—

bian, bisexual and transgender (GLBT) loved

ones, that ‘reparative therapy‘ programs are not

allowed to prosper unchallenged at the expense
of our family members and friends."

The "reparative therapy" industry uses dis—

proved medical theories to "cure" GLBT persons

and preys upon those in pain and confusion

about matters of sexual orientation. Their claims

and methods have been roundly denounced by

the American Medical Association (AMA),

American Psychiatric Association (APA) and

other medical professionals.
PFLAG applauds greater scrutiny of "repara—

tive therapy," "conversion therapy" or "ex—gay"
programs. Because of the attention surrounding
Zach‘s story, the Tennessee Department of

Health began an investigation and notified the

unlicensed Love in Action that it was functioning

illegally by claiming to offer therapy and could

face prosecution by the district attorney.

Immediately before entering the program,

Zach wrote, "I‘ve been through hell. I‘ve been

emotionally torn apart for three days" and

"Honestly how could you support a program like

this? If I do come out straight, I‘ll be so mentally

unstable and depressed, it won‘t matter."
Zach‘s fears were well—founded. According

to the AMA and APA, "reparative therapy" does
 

not work. But the dangers of these programs

are real. At a minimum, those in "reparative

therapy" must cope with the emotional damage

of being relentlessly badgered with fear tactics

and being told to change who they are.At worst
they are at risk for self—destructive behavior,

including suicide.

Mary Lou Wallner and her husband Bob
know the damage of "reparative therapy" all too

well. Speaking at a recent PFLAG conference in

Bothell, Wash., Mary Lou told the audience that
her reaction when her daughter came out was

based on the teachings of Dr. James Dobson, a

leading "reparative therapy" proponent.

"I raised my kids on Dobson," Mary Lou said.

"I read his books and listened to his radio broad—

casts for years.

"In December of 1988, when she was about
21 years old, my daughter wrote us a letter

and told us that she was a lesbian. I flipped out
and the next nine years were pretty stormy.

Then, in February of 1997, at age 29, she

committed suicide." '

Like the Wallners, Zach‘s parents and

other parents considering "reparative thera—
py" only want the best for their children.

However, PFLAG families and our allies must

redouble our efforts to educate about the
dangers and alternatives to this soundly dis—

credited "treatment."

"Ultimately we want Zach to be who he is and

we accept whatever decision he makes," said

Dr. Arnold Drake, presidentof PFLAG Memphis.

"We also want Zach and his family to know that

we‘ve been through this before and we are
ready and able to support them."

For more information, go online to

www.pflag.org.
(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views

expressed in this column are those of the writer
and are not necessarily those of Family &
Friends Magazine or its staff.)

  

One of the most powerful products that will emerge from QAC‘s

PFLAG statement on teen‘s release from ex—yay camp

work will be a documentary. Fox

is chronicling the protests and is
in the process of interviewing

those in support of Love in

Action, as well as those who
went through the program and

found it to be unsuccessful. It

will be an emotional and

poignant but powerful film full of

testimonies and real emotions.

Love in Action, in response

to the letter received from the
State of Tennessee questioning

if it is operating without a proper

license as an alcohol and drug
treatment facility, immediately

changed the wording on its

website, which is a major

source of information for the ex—
gay ministry. Smid said all

clients requiring alcohol and

drug treatment will now be

referred off campus.

Another state of Tennessee

investigation in June, one for

complaints of child abuse by

LIA, was closed as no substanti—

ation was found. A third

Tennessee agency is investigat—

ing whether LIA falls under its
jurisdiction as far as the employ—

ment of properly licensed coun—

selors. LIA has maintained that

they are a "faith—based" group

and what they do is not regulat—

ed by the state.

Although the focus of the

protests and QAC‘s work has

been on the ex—gay ministries,

specifically Love in Action, Zach

is the one whose blog posting

initiated the protests. He did not

post to the blogsite again until
August 1, following his comple—

See Protest, page 12
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Protest

from page 11

tion of the program, (see inset for the complete blog entry.)

"Homosexuality is still a factor in my life — it‘s not who | am, it

never has been," Zach wrote in his Aug. 1 posting. "Those of you

who really know me, know that homosexuality was always there but

it didn‘t run my life, and it will not now."
LeFevre reiterated that QAC wasn‘t about Zach and the group

tried as much as possible to insulate Zach from unwanted media

attention. Early on, the group was concerned about the backlash

Zach was experiencing because of the original blog postings.

"We said from the beginning we didn‘t want to focus on Zach,"

LeFevre said. "We are out there for any teenager or adult. We want—

ed to focus on LIA and ex—gay ministries, not Zach. People were

exploiting the story and placing a huge burden on him; it was sad to

see. We did what we could to keep that from happening.

"I‘m not sure how our side is being represented to him," LeFevre

continued. "We took our experience of being gay and compared it to

a group that says being gay is sad and bad. We are not going to let

the community be represented by this idea. Someone‘s choice to

remain gay is not out of weakness. | want to destroy the myth that

you cannot be gay and Christian. And | want to destroy the myth that

we would be better off if we were straight. QAC is not going to be

complacent. We are still going to be around and out."
LeFevre went on to explain how QAC wishes to disseminate

information and to bring about understanding so individuals can

make informed decisions, whether for themselves or their child, in

seeking a balance between being gay and being a Christian.

"PFLAG seems to be a really good place where they are pre—

senting a positive discussion where parents can discuss having chil—

dren who are gay," LeFevre said. "I thought it was a group just for

parents who support their gay children. That is not the case. A lot of

people go to PFLAG who are not supportive, but (who are) seeking

information for their child (and themselves). They want to reconcile

social, religious beliefs, etc. We want to encourage these people to

to go to PFLAG meetings."
(For more information on PFLAG or its local chapters, go online

to www.pflag.org, email info@pflag.org or call its national offices at

(202) 467—8180.)

"I went to an open meeting at Love in Action and met a woman

whose daughter was struggling with being gay," LeFevre continued.

"I told her about another group, PFLAG. She had never heard of it.

I wonder what would have happened had that woman been going to

a PFLAG meeting, instead of, or even in addition to, a LIA meeting.

"I would love to have a dialogue where we can promote groups

like PFLAG," LeFevre added. "I don‘t want LIA to be the first option

people go to. I am sure all these people still love their kids. If there

is an option to turn your child straight, many will chose it so their

child won‘t have the stigma of being gay. Even LIA says they don‘t

make people straight; they help people to control their homosexual

desires. I want them to know that there is a place where you can go

C

mais

The Silent Vigil at Love In Action headquarters
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to learn that your child doesn‘t have to have a miserable life."
LeFevre said QAC would not become a support group. It was in

existence to provide information, referrals and resources.

"I don‘t think QAC wants to be the ‘go—to‘ group or a support

group," LeFevre said. "There already is a support group (PFLAG,

MAGY). We just want to provide resources."
QAC invites all interested individuals to join in and help destroy

the myth that you cannot be gay and Christian and inform others

about alternatives to ex—gay ministries.
"And we are still getting a ton of support from the gay and straight

ally community all over the world," LeFevre said. "We want the com—

munity to be involved and to volunteer. We hold meetings at the

Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center, 892 South Cooper, the

last Friday of each month."
For more information, go online to www.qaconline.org.

 

Monday, August 1, 2005

New Blog.
This isn‘t going to become my life. | won‘t let it. There‘s more

to me than this. I‘ve erased the original blogs. I know they‘re still

out there somewhere, but the originals aren‘t. I haven‘t been

able to see all of the news, newspaper, magazine, etc. articles

and such, so | don‘t know exactly what to say. Currently, | feel

annoyed towards a lot of things. Love In Action has been mis—

represented and what I have posted in my blogs has been

taken out of perspective and context. | don‘t take back the

things I‘ve said, nor am I going to pretend like it never hap—

pened. It did. I refuse to deal with people who are only focused

on their one—sided (biased) agendas. It isn‘t fair to anyone. I‘m
very frustrated with the things going on in my life now, but

everyone has their issues. Homosexuality is still a factor in my

life — it‘s not who I am, it never has been. Those of you who
really know me, know that homosexuality was always there but

it didn‘t run my life, and it will not now.
Obviously, many many people have sent friend requests to

me because of the recent events that‘ve placed Love In

Action, my parents, and I in the center of controversial events.

I don‘t want my blog to become that. Like | said — there is

more to me than this. Out of respect for me, | ask, if you can—

not keep yourself from posting all over my blogs and com—
menting all over my profile about the past situation, then

please remove me from your friends list. HOWEVER, I know

everyone has questions, and I‘m not one to be biased. Even
though me simply saying that doesn‘t exactly clear the air ...

If you have a question, as long as this blog is up and running,
you can message me on Myspace.

The emails sent before this date are going to be deleted —

when | get around to it. I‘m sorry, it‘s just overwhelming. | ask

that if you aren‘t a close friend, or good acquaintance, to please
keep it short and to the point. I don‘t need things to be sugar—

coated, nor do I need them to be thoroughly explained. | just
want to do what I can for the wrongs to be corrected. The

media, in my opinion, has made a bit of a mess of things. But,
I suppose they did what they could with what they had.

| understand the concern, and | sooo appreciate everyone

caring as much as they seemed to have. | REALLY do. But, I‘m

still alive. | don‘t believe I‘ve been brainwashed. It‘s almost |
insulting, thinking about it, to be brainwashed. | think that I‘m

going to be ok. I could write forever on how content I felt when

| signed on, because of all of the messages, comments, etc.
I‘m not going to allow myself to be pressured into a |

response of any kind — I‘m trying my best.

Thanks. I‘ll keep adding as it‘s needed.

  

 

Zach
 



Host An

Party to benefit

FrondForte

then join us

for dessert

& music by

Venus Mission

September 24 at the

Gibson Guitar Factory

9:15 pm — 1 am

For more info, call

901.272.0855

or go online to

www.FriendsForLifeCorp.org
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During the past month or so, a few, and we mean only two to

five individuals, have succeeded in moving corporations, merely

by making a complaint.

Seems that "my voice doesn‘t count" needs to be reconsid—

ered. Apparently, some companies respond easily to the

squeaking wheel, and we mean the slightest squeak, and ignore

the silent majority.

In Cambridge, Mass., Clear Channel, one of the nation‘s

media giants, took down a billboard ad for Gay.com, which fea—

tured two bare—chested men, wrapped in each other‘s arms with

the American Flag draped over their shoulders.

According to the Boston Globe, on July 28 five different indi—

viduals affiliated with a group called Article 8 Alliance, a group

working to overturn gay marriage in Massachusetts, made the

complaints to Clear Channel that moved the corporate giant to

bow to their desires.

Locally, two individuals, according to what the manager of

Malco‘s Studio on the Square told us, made complaints to its

corporate offices about being offended by Family & Friends

magazine, which is distributed at the theater. It has been distrib—

uted at the movie theater since it opened its doors in Midtown

Memphis. We understand the offense was that is a magazine

targeting gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender individuals.

Obviously, there were way more than a couple of people who

picked up their issue of F&F at Malco‘s Studio on the Square

who weren‘t offended by the magazine. The theater‘s manager

was nice enough to keep F&F, but relegated it to a low traffic

area near a side wall.

We appreciate the theater‘s manager keeping F&F in the

lobby, but, at the same time, we, as gay individuals, are getting

really tired of being relegated to the back of the bus. We are

treated as second class because of the complaints of the few,

and we mean very few.

In the past, Studio on the Square has shown several gay—pos—

itive films, including But / Know I‘m A Cheerleader and The Eyes

of Tammy Faye. Actually, of all the Malco theaters in town, these

AN“ nun PBINT ls mae an editorial by the editor & publisher

"alternative" films were only shown at Studio on the Square.
Before we say anything else, we know there are at least a

few GLBT individuals on staff at Malco‘s Studio on the Square
and we do appreciate all the support they have given us
through the years.

Perhaps Malco needs to pull out their calculator and do the
math. Calculate the cost of $8 per ticket multiplied by the num—
ber of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, questioning, and gay—
friendly allies that pass through their doors in a week‘s time. Now
calculate the tickets sold per week to those few who complained
about being offended by a gay and lesbian magazine by the
same ticket price. What‘s the difference? Now what happens
when we reduce the gross income of a week‘s tickets by say,
only 20 percent of the first figure? Now, who is offended?

Back to the subject, there are some movies that Malco‘s
Studio on the Square shows that we find offensive, perhaps
untasteful. Yes, they offend us, but we are grown up enough to
know that it takes all kinds of movies to make the world go
round. Without different voices in this world, it would be one
monotoned chant, and not a beautiful harmonic chorus. We
express our offense by simply not buying a ticket to see that par—
ticular movie. Real simple.

Was it so hard for these two individuals to merely put the
magazine back on the rack after they realized that the magazine
wasn‘t their cup of tea?

By the way, we would like to know exactly what movie those
offended individuals were watching. But, that‘s another subject
all together.

Anyway, we thought we would throw that out to our readers
and get your feedback.

Now, speaking of movies, we would like to thank the Media
Co—Op (for future reference: located at First Congregation al
Church, 1000 South Cooper, with its own door located on the side
of the building facing Southern Avenue) for a place where gays
and lesbians can go and feel appreciated. On July 22, we
watched a film that we were not offended by. Family & Friends

Magazine and Family Flavors
 

Crnssen/or 
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Movie Rental and Pride
Essentials co—sponsored a pre—
view screening of Girl Play. It
was a great success, no doubt.

If you missed the screen—
ing of this wonderful lesbian
love story, you can rent Girl
Play at Family Flavors, 18 N.
McLean, across from the
Gilmore when it hits the
streets Aug. 16. Fact is, this
is the only video store in
Memphis where you can find
just about any GLBT film or
iconic film you would want
(however, they don‘t carry
porn). It is unbelievable the
amount of GLBT films that
are making their way to
video, compared to only 10
years ago.

 



 

 

  

 

WANTTO .

MISS THIS | way (

Party: _| > #

Like Every

Yearllitis‘A

SELLOUT'

 

   

| 11 pm until ? @ The Club Paragon" _Guest DJs each night. Come Get Your Dance On & Meet Brothas & Sistas from
‘roundthe World. You‘ll want to see theBattle of the Dame: f
EASTCOASTMEETSWESTCOAST!,

SATURDAY AUG13]
ame 11pmuml‘mme0knwamgon

GuestDJalmmleuemaleoamasMWEWARDJMM
_. Miami, Fla., along with JC CARTER & others. The Oxygen Bar will be back ... .

Porn star BAM and KEVIN KEMP will be in da house. There will be a FISH FRY:fi.
MMm@MaKwesntm,mMadtson SeeBMyfamfonnt-‘ishfiy

SUNDAY, AUG. 14*
Sunday Hm Show & The Crowning of MR. & MISS SUMMERFEST

2005. Special Guests will be in da house with male dancers.
Special Guest MISS SOPHIA MCINTOSH from Atlanta plus
MISS AKURA SANCHEZ Featuring MR. NEO DICKERSON and
MISS TIERANY ST. JAMES. A donation will be given to .,
‘Exodustoheip mmrthagmuwumswill

HOST HOTEL: America‘sBest Inn & Suites 1837Union 9012784100 |
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August 11 @6 pm Aug
Etrourp. [CB (sboweius

at Drop—InCenter at Drop—In Center
§ August 20 @7 pm

LO 3 EXODUS EMPOWERMENT

BlRTHpDAY __ PROJECT PRESENTS
Moh ___ THE FIRST ANNUAL
BASH PASSION FORLIFE AUCTION

at Drop—In Center call forlocation

 
  

August 23 August 25 @ 9 pm August 30
@]m EXODUS EXPO 3 pm um"9

nglmv call for location GAME

at Drop—In Center AU%USt 31 @6 pm DAY
THEME: HIV GROUP

AWARENESS at Drop—In Center

DROP—IN CENTER LOCATED AT
2600 POPLAR AVE., SUITE 200

(901) 458—4714
ASK FOR ROBERT or ANDREW
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The American Civil Liberties Union

(ACLU) filed a lawsuit June 2 in feder—

al court in Washington, D.C., against

the Library of Congress on behalf of a

25—year veteran of the U.S. Army

whose job offer was rescinded after

she informed the organization that she

was in the process of transitioning from

male to female.

"After risking my life for more than

25 years for my country, I‘ve been told

I‘m not worthy of the freedoms 1

worked so hard to protect," said Diane

Schroer. "All I‘m asking is to be judged by my abilities rather than

my gender."

Schroer, 49, retired from the Army as a Colonel in 2004, after

25 years of distinguished service. As an Airborne Ranger quali—

fied Special Forces officer, Schroer completed more than 450

parachute jumps, received numerous decorations, including the

Defense Superior Service Medal, and was hand—picked to head

up a classified national security operation.

After leaving the military, Schroer confronted feelings she had

been dealing with her entire life, and after careful deliberation

under the care of a doctor, decided to transition from a man to a

woman. While still presenting as a man, Schroer applied for a

position with the Library of Congress as the senior terrorism

research analyst. Soon thereafter she was offered the job, which

she accepted immediately. Prior to starting work, Schroer took

 

her future boss to lunch to explain that she was in the process of

transitioning and thought it would be easier for everyone if she

simply started work presenting as a female. The future boss said

nothing at the lunch to suggest that this would be a problem. But

the following day, Schroer received a call from the future boss

rescinding the offer, telling her that she wasn‘t a "good fit" for the

Library of Congress.

"The Library of Congress clearly thought Schroer was the

most qualified person for the job," said Sharon McGowan, a staff

attorney with the ACLU‘s Lesbian and Gay Rights Project. "The

notion that our government would reject the best candidate for a

job simply because of her gender is not only patently unfair, but

also blatantly illegal."

In legal papers filed in the Federal District Court for the District of

Columbia, the ACLU charges that the Library of Congress unlaw—

fully refused to hire Schroer in violation of Title VII of the Civil Rights

Act, which protects against sex discrimination in the workplace. The

lawsuit also claims that the Library‘s action violated Schroer‘s con—

stitutional right to be free from discrimination, and violates the

Library‘s own legal mandate to hire based only on merit.

"The government was perfectly happy to let Schroer risk life

and limb to fight terrorism," said Art Spitzer, legal director of the

ACLU of the National Capital Area. "Yet now that she‘s female,

Schroer has been told that she‘s unfit even to research terror—

ism. No one should have to fear being passed overfor a job sim—

ply because of his or her gender identity, but this case is espe—

cially shameful."

For more information, go online to www.aclu.org.

Transgender veterans urged to share their stories When Vietnam veteranJanice Carney went to aFlorida library one day inearly 2003, it wasn‘t to checkout a book. Her aim was toleave a mark in history. Sheconducted a taped interviewfor the Library of CongressVeterans History Project.The Veterans HistoryProject, created by an act ofCongress in 2000, andsigned into law by PresidentClinton, was organized tocollect and make availableto the public the oral history,memoirs, letters, diaries and photographs of veterans of WorldWars I and II, and the Korean, Vietnam and Persian Gulf Wars,as well as the Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts (2001—present).Besides veterans who served at home and abroad during thosetimes of war, other U.S. citizens actively involved in supportingwar efforts also are encouraged to contribute personal narrativesto the project.Carney, a board member of the Transgender AmericanVeterans Association (TAVA), recalled crying when she heardthe final tape of her interview."I was overwhelmed with the emotions that | shared both inrecalling my year in Vietnam and the struggle that | was goingthough, at that time, over my gender," Carney said.Realizing the value not only of preserving the stories of our

 
 

 

veterans and other supporters during times of war but, also, ofhonoring and preserving the contributions of transgenderedpeople, Carney quickly obtained board approval to registerTAVA as a veterans organization partner in the project. TheLibrary of Congress showed its support for transgendered peo—ple by making TAVA an official partner in February 2003.Carney has been active in both encouraging transgender vet—erans to record their personal histories and in conducting inter—views for the project."TAVA became a national partner with the Library of Congresson the Veterans History Project just one month after we openedour doors as an organization," said Monica Helms, TAVA presi—dent. "I am proud of how we have been able to record the histo—ries of our veterans so our contributions to America‘s freedomwill not be forgotten."Carney stresses the point that all transgendered war—era vet—erans should make use of the opportunity to leave their storiesbehind for future generations to hear."I was honored to tape an interview with Connie Spry at lastyear‘s Washington, D.C. visit (TAVA Veterans March to theWall)," Carney recalled. "I was aware of Connie‘s poor health butI never could imagine her death in (the) upcoming year. It was awakeup call."TAVA echoes Carney‘s recommendation and urges all trans—gendered veterans who served during times of war, whether incombat or not, to participate in the Library of Congress VeteransHistory Project. Additional information and a link to download theProject Interview Kit can be found at www.loc.gov/vets/vets—questions.html.For more information on TAVA, go online to www.tavausa.org.
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NATIONAL TIDBITS:

RUSSELL RICH started working at MCDONALDS when he

was 13 years old. After 21 years and working his way up to man—

ager at a Cleveland, Ohio, store, Rich said McDonald‘s pres—

sured him to resign in 1997, because he had AIDS. In 2001, Rich

was awarded $5 million after suing McDonalds, however that

judgement was overturned on appeal. On July 8, a second jury

awarded Rich $490,000. McDonald‘s said it may appeal the sec—

ond judgement.

Speaking of HIV/AIDS, according to the Associated Press

July 16, GARRY WAYNE CARRIKER, a fourth—year medical stu—

dent, is awaiting trail in Atlanta on charges of knowingly trans—

mitting the HIV virus through consensual sex, a.k.a. felony reck—

less misconduct. Carriker has his own website on the ordeal at

www.waynecarriker.com.

San Diego, Calif. elected TONI ATKINS as mayor July 25.

She is openly gay and sits on the San Diego‘s city council. And

the mayor of San Diego‘s largest suburb, Chula Vista, Calf.,

came out as gay July 29.

LOCAL TIDBITS:

THE MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTER is

seeking volunteers who are bilingual (any languages). If you are

interested, contact Len Piechowski at mgicclen@midsouth.rr.com.

We understand that someone has been checking into open—

ing a NEW GAY CLUB on Madison Avenue. Wonder who it could

be, not to mention, where it might be.

Also, be careful who you take home. We understand one guy

 

Your Family is in

good hands with

Allstate.

* Home

* Auto

* Life

* Business

   
_ TIM MANESS

Sales Associate

Erin McDonald Agency

5055 Elmore

Memphis, TN 38134

phone: 901.372.3500

fax: 901.383.1099

claims: 800.386.6126

18 FAMILY & friends August 2005

 

«G

Allstate.
You‘re in good hands.

24—Hour Customer Service
 

was hospitalized after being tied up and robbed in his own home

after two individuals, identified as "LANCE" and "MS. KITTY,"

came home with him to party. j

Congratulations to the BACKSTREET HEAT, a Bluff City

Sports Association softball team, sponsored by

BACKSTREET MEMPHIS and YULETIDE OFFICE PLUS.

The team will attend and play in the 29TH GAY SOFTBALL

WORLD SERIES Aug. 14 to 20. Good luck and thanks for

representing Memphis.

"Just the Facts," a new resource released by Gay, Lesbian

and Straight Education Network (GLSEN) addresses reparative

therapy and homosexuality.

As more and more "ex—gay" speakers try to enter schools, GLSEN

has responded with an important new resource outlining the harms of

"reparative therapy" on youth. "Reparative therapy" is a practice —

denounced by most psychologists — in which homosexual and trans—

gender individuals are subject to punitive therapies aimed at "curing"

their homosexuality or gender identity "disorders." This resource is

endorsed by the the American Academy of Pediatricians, National

Association of School Psychologists, the Interfaith Alliance

Foundation and the American Federation of Teachers, among others.

The document, "Just the Facts," is a 13—page resource that focuses

specifically on the effects of reparative therapy on youth.

The booklet is available online at www.glsen.org/cgi—

bin/iowa/all/news/record/278.html.

In addition, the informational document, "Dealing with Legal

Matters Surrounding Students‘ Sexual Orientation and Gender

Identity," released by the National School Board Association, has

a section advising school administration on the legal ramifications

of inviting antigay speakers, etc. into schools. It is available online

at www.gisen.org/cgi—bin/iowa/all/library/record/1742.html.
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Creating Change Conference set November 9—13

Registration is now under way for the National Gay and

Lesbian Task Force‘s 18th Annual Creating Change Conference,

which will be held in Oakland, Calif., Nov. 9 to 13. Lesbian, gay,

bisexual and transgender (LGBT) activists and allies are

encouraged to attend.

The early bird registration rate is available until Aug. 31.

Attendees 16 and under and 65 and over will be admitted with—

out charge. The registration form is available online at www.cre—
atingchange.org.

The Creating Change Conference, sponsored and hosted by

the Task Force, is the LGBT rights movement‘s annual skills—

building conference attracting thousands of activist leaders and

has a special focus on assisting community organizations to

build a more racially representative movement.
The 2005 schedule boasts six accomplished plenary speak—

ers: Loraine Hutchins, an author and activist who put the "B" into

LGBT; Juba Kalamka (a.k.a. Pointfivefag), a founding member of

the "homohop" group Deep Dickollective; John D‘Emilio, an

award—winning author, professor and founding director of the

Task Force Policy Institute; Urvashi Vaid, an attorney, writer and

activist who is a former executive director of the Task Force, as

well as the incoming executive director of the Arcus Foundation;

Helen Zia, a longtime activist and author whose work on a

groundbreaking case of anti—Asian violence was featured in an

Academy Award—nominated film, Who Killed Vincent Chin?, and

Mary Kay Henry, the executive vice president of Service

Employees International Union (SEIU) and a founding member

of SEIU‘s Lavender Caucus.

In addition, the conference program is full of challenging and

rigorous sessions, panel discussions, roundtables, film screen—

ings, caucuses and networking sessions that deliver the skills

needed for activist leaders to create change in their communities.

For more information, go online to www.creatingchange.org.

 

 

Queer Action

Coalition

; For more

information on:

* Queer Action Coalition

« Love In Action Protests

« Educational Resources

* The QAC Speaker‘s

Bureau

— Other QAC Events

+ Media Apperances

Visit Us at

www.qaconline.org

http://fightinghomophobia.blogspot.com

fighting.homophobia@gmail.com

  

 

Homosexuality

is not an

addiction

 

  

   

Al—Fatiha retreat slated

for Labor Day Weekend

The Al—Fatiha Foundation will present its Fifth

International Retreat for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,

Transgender, Intersex, Questioning Muslims & Their Allies

Friday, Sept. 2, through Monday, Sept. 5, (Labor Day

Weekend) in Atlanta.

This year‘s theme is "Sexism, Misogyny and Gender

Oppression — Breaking Down the Systems of Patriarchy."

The Al—Fatiha Foundation is composed of individuals

from a range of birth places and homes; who share a myr—

iad of national, cultural and racial backgrounds; who speak

a multiplicity of languages, and who identify as Muslim, reli—

giously or culturally, and come together to speak with one

another, to engage each other and to learn from one anoth—

er. The retreat is a time to recognize everyone‘s differences

and to work together with these differences in pursuit of sol—

idarity. Allies, both Muslim and non—Muslim, queer and

straight, also are invited to attend.

For registration fees, hotel packages, airfare special and

programmed events, go online to www.al—fatiha.org.
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idapalooza Fruit Jam queer

music festival set in September

The 6th Annual Idapalooza Fruit Jam queer music festival is

slated for Sept. 19 to 25. Hundreds of freaky and not—so—freaky

queers will converge in the backwoods of Tennessee to play and

listen to music, walk to waterfalls, cook vegetarian feasts, cool

off in a creek, camp out and camp it up.

Workshops, including a day of circus skills, and parties and

jams throughout the week will lead up to the day—long concert on

Saturday, Sept. 24.

Performers include, Kiss Kiss Kill (Punk chanteuse,

Philadelphia); Leppard Zeppard (singer—songwriter, Short

Mountain, Tenn.); Chris Garneau (pianist/balladeer, Brooklyn,

N.Y.); Lot Six (rock and digital visuals, Philadelphia); Marisa

Anderson (guitarist/songwriter from the Dolly Ranchers, Sante Fe,

N.M.); Prince Myshkins (accordion/guitar/political theater, San

Diego, Calif.); Ladies of Abba (drag songstresses/performance

artists, New York), and local Middle Tennessee performers, includ—

ing the Parch Corn Hollow String Band and Tammy Why Not.

Other activities will include jam session by the cliffs, open

mic, surrealist games and performance, late night spoken work
at the creek and gospel brunch.

There is a suggested donation of $25—75 for registration plus

a suggested donation of $7—15 per day per person. This is to

cover expenses for putting on the event and for food. However,

no one will be turned away because they cannot afford to donate.

For more information, go online to www.planetida.com.
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REUNIONS ®

€*

an unpublished novel

by Jim Norcross

(chapter by chapter)

It was almost seven o‘clock when
Orlena Howard closed the door of her gift

and jewelry shop. She was exhausted. Normal closing time was
five, and her part—time clerk, Mrs. Krebs, had left to go home to
prepare dinner for her husband. Orlena had stayed behind to
straighten up and to get ready for the next day‘s business. There
had been 50 percent off on 24—carat gold jewelry and the sale had
done much better than she had anticipated. Both she and Mrs.
Krebs could hardly keep up with the demands of the customers.

After locking up, Orlena went to the back of the store, and got
in her little blue Saturn and drove straight home. She was there
in less than 10 minutes, and was again thankful that she had not
moved to the suburbs as so many of her friends had. The big
Victorian house where she had lived all her life was a haven to
her. She had lived there first as a young girl with her parents,
and then, upon their death, she and her late husband, Vernon,
had purchased the house. She loved it here and had lived here
alone since Vernon died.

Entering the house, she kicked off her shoes and went into
the dining room to the liquor cabinet and made herself a stiff
drink. Then she dropped into a big, tan, leather lounge chair that
she still thought of as Vernon‘s chair though he had been dead
for close to seven years now. After her cancer scare several
years ago she had given up cigarettes, but there were still times
when she wanted one badly. This was one of them, but she
fought off the urge as the telephone rang. That would be
Claudia, her daughter, as she called every Wednesday night
from the lake where she lived with her partner, Michelle (Mike),
and ran a fishing lodge.

"Hello, Mother. How are you tonight? Well, how did the sale go?"
"Oh, very well. Mrs. Krebs and | could hardly keep the cus—

tomers waited on. By the way, is there anything that you might
want? We have some wonderful bracelets left. Do you want me
to get you one?"

"Mother, what in the world do I need a gold bracelet for? I‘m
running a fishing lodge, for goodness sakes." She laughed and
then added, "Now, if you had any 24—carat fish hooks, I might
be interested."

Orlena also laughed. "Oh, my, have you ever changed."
"I know mother, but I‘m happy now." The two chatted on for

several minutes about the weather, at both the lake and in town,
and about business in both places. Claudia told her mother how
Mike was looking into building two new cabins for the south side
of the property, and how both of them were thinking of looking
into getting their real estate licenses. Property values were real—
ly booming in the area where they lived.

Conversation came to a halt but Orlena could always tell
when her daughter had something on her mind. She waited.

"Mother, I want to ask you something. I need a favor, I‘m sure
you‘ve heard about how Paul‘s father, Dr. Brady, disowned him
when Paul told him he was gay. Paul is falling apart over it. |
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thought maybe you could talk to Dr. Brady about having a gay
child and let him know it is not the end of the world. I was so lucky
with you. I know I didn‘t go aboutit right when I told you that I was
gay. Just showing up with Mike and, until you met her, you

thought she was a guy. I know how that was not right but | just

didn‘t know what else to do. You were so wonderful about it. Now

Paul tried to do it right and told his father and then got disowned."

"Claudia, | swear | don‘t understand your‘s and Paul‘s

relationship. You are both gay now but still you have

remained so close."

"Mother, it‘s just that we grew up together, and you and

Daddy and Mr. and Mrs. Brady were always trying to get Paul

and | together. We sort of grew up as best friends. We really like

each other."

"Well, what do you want me to do for you?"

"I want you to talk to Dr. Brady for Paul and me. I can‘t do it

and there is no one else to ask."

"How in the world do you expect me to ask him? He is not

even my doctor. Your father and | talked about it and just thought

it would be better if | went to Dr. Hodges for my treatment. Also,

we were never in the same social circles as the Bradies. He was,

after all, a doctor and your father was in the automotive business.

We didn‘t see each other socially. I knew his wife slightly. Ivy, 1

think her name was. She was such a shy mouse. I tried to work

with her one time on a church committee. It was almost impossi—

ble to even get her to speak. Everyone said she drank at home.

I don‘t doubt it. I‘d drink too if I had to live with Leonard Brady."
"Mother, I really need your help."

"How in the world do you expect me to ask him? I don‘t real—
ly know him, not really. I can‘t just walk into his office and start
talking. Besides, | would never get past that nurse of his, Donna
Ruth. She‘s so in love with him that she would never let a female
in to talk to him privately."

"Paul said his father is very much a creature of habit. He does
the same thing every day at the same time. Every Thursday on
his half—day off he goes to the country club to play golf, then he
goes to the dining room, has a drink and listens to the little dance
combo that plays there during dinner. He likes them a lot.

"I thought you could be there tomorrow night having dinner
alone. You‘ve told me that you do that sometimes, since Daddy
is gone. Then you could ask him to join you. You certainly know
him well enough to do that. Then you could get to talking and
you could just talk to him about Paul. I‘m sure you could do it."

"You make it sound so easy. In other words you want me to
vamp the good doctor. That‘s not exactly my style."

Claudia giggled, "I know mother but you can do it. I know you
can. I‘m not asking you to seduce him or anything. Just talk to
him about having a gay child. Please give it a try, at least."

Orlena could not sleep that night. She kept going over in her
mind what she would say and what she should wear. She did
hope it was a good hair day.

In the end, she ended up calling Mrs. Krebs early the next
morning and told her she was not feeling well and could she
handle the store by herself and to ask her niece to come in to
help if she thought she needed her.

Mrs. Krebs was immediately concerned. "Sure, I can manage
it by myself. You are working too hard and you need to cut back
and take it easy. Don‘t worry about me. You need to take some
time off for yourself."

After getting off the telephone, Orlena called her hairdresser
and considered herself lucky to get in first thing Thursday morn—

&+

 



ing. Mentally, she started going through her closet to decide

what to wear.

She had her hair done and went home and soaked in a bub—

ble bath for a long time. Then she had a stiff drink and dressed

in a light blue silk dress with a high neck and long sleeves. She

added gold earrings and a couple of chains from the new 24—

carat gold stock then checked her appearance in the mirror.

What she saw reflected in the mirror was a stylish, silver—

haired, petite, 60—year—old widow who was a little vain about

the fact that she still wore the same size nine dress as when

she was first married.

Orlena arrived at the country club early; she hoped not so

early as to be conspicuous. Taking a seat at a small table

where she could see anyone entering she ordered a drink, and

sat sipping it and keeping an eye on the door. What if he didn‘t

show tonight?

Finally, Dr. Leonard Brady entered looking as if he just

stepped out of a Lands End catalogue. He was casually dressed

in a red polo shirt opened at the neck, and tan pants. Orlena

thought him quite dashing and handsome, though she reminded

herself he was still a SOB.

He did not notice her and went directly to the bar and ordered

a drink. She was suddenly struck with the problem of how she

was going to get him to the table so she could talk to him.

Looking around she noticed that the waiter was busy seating a

party of 10 that had just arrived and she was faced with the prob—

lem of getting the doctor to her table. She thought for a moment

and then took a 10—dollar bill from her purse and walked to the

bar and asked for cigarette change. As the bartender handed her

the change she spoke to Dr. Brady pretending to see him for the

first time.

"Hello, Dr. Brady, how are you tonight?"

"Call me Leonard, please."

"And I‘m Orlena. Are you dining alone? Why don‘t you join

me? | hate eating by myself."

She thought for a minute that he was going to refuse, but he

finally nodded yes and signaled to have two drinks delivered to

the table. He followed her pulling the chair out for her before he

seated himself.

They ordered — grilled salmon for her and a steak and baked

potato for him. Soon they were talking like old friends, about the

local scene and the elections for the local sheriff. Orlena learned

that Dr. Brady was a big Bush supporter, liked his tactics and

was a proponent of his policies.

Finally, Orlena thought it was time. She asked, "How is Paul

doing? Have you spoken to him recently?"

It was as if he was struck hard in the stomach. His mood

changed immediately. His face became distorted by anger, his

eyes hard and cold and without expression.

"Well, this is a small town and | guess you‘ve heard I‘ve dis—

owned Paul. I no longer have a son. I cannot — will not — accept

the homosexual life style. It‘s unnatural." With that he stood up

and turned towards the door.

Orlena was stunned at the depth of the rage in him. Not think—

ing, she spoke out with bitterness in her voice, "Oh Leonard, you

are so very wrong. That is your son, for God‘s sakes. No matter

what. It‘s your duty to stand by and to support him. Even if you

disagree with his beliefs. He‘s a grown man. A father supports

his son — that‘s what a father does. You may not agree with him

but it is your duty to stand by his decision."

"Frankly, Mrs. Howard, that‘s none of your damn business

and if | ever want your opinion | will ask for it." He threw down

his napkin in anger and walked out the door.
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HAVE YOU EVER

WONDERED ...

 

Have you ever wondered ...

* How to express yourself on the occa—
sion of another‘s good fortune? You offer congratulations to Doc,
who shortly after his birthday learned he had defeated cancer
through a regimen of radiation and chemotherapy. I can‘t think of
a better birthday present than good health.

* Who will win the Aug. 4 Democratic primary election to suc—
ceed John Ford? The field for the state senate district 29 vacan—
cy is crowded with incumbent politicians and newcomers.
Current state representatives Barbara Cooper, John DeBerry
and Henri Brooks are vying for the seat as are Ophelia Ford,
John‘s sister, and Steve Haley, a faculty member at Southwest
Tennessee Community College.

Former State Attorney General Mike Cody has endorsed Haley,
who has an earned doctorate in education (Ed.D.). This motivated
professional has written, "I will oppose all discrimination and any
covert efforts to discriminate based on race, religion, gender or
sexual orientation." The career public educator also has promised
to donate his $16,500 Senate salary to a college scholarship fund
for high school students in the district. The incumbent politicians
and Ford will no doubt split the electorate‘s votes. Hopefully, new
ideas for funding education without additional regressive taxes will
be enough incentive to elect Dr. Haley so that he will be the
Democratic candidate in the Sept. 15 general election.

* If voter‘s decisions matter? In 1994, 81 percent of the vot—
ers approved term limits for the county mayor and commission—
ers. Unfortunately, Walter Bailey, Julian Bolton and Cleo Kirk,
whose terms expire next year, think the law is unconstitutional.
They don‘t want to give up their seats. They sued the county in
Chancery Court and lost. Now they are appealing the judge‘s
decision and have the balls to ask for donations to fund their
appeal. The taxpayers are not only paying to defend the county,
but also are being asked for additional monies for the plaintiffs.

* When is a tax not a tax? When it‘s an additional fee imposed
by government. In addition to the 27—cent city property tax
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increase, the solid waste disposal (trash collection) fee hasincreased a whopping 153 percent from $7.50/mo to $19/mo.The already overburdened homeowner will pay $138/year morein non—tax deductible fees in addition to whatever he/she pays inhigher property taxes.* Whyis the leadership of Mid—South Pride Inc. attempting tocharge participants after the fact for supposedly free events,according to a story published in the July issue of the TriangleJournal News? Fundraising during the year should have takeninto account any and all such unexpected circumstances.Charging for a contingency that may never happen, and hasn‘tso far, reflects poor planning. It is just bassackwards.* What‘s wrong with the quality control at the local ColossalAlibi of a daily paper? The new "TV Week" guide is so tiny that youalmost need a magnifying glass to read it. Prime time is from 7 to10 p.m. Why do the highlights frequently only run until 8:30 p.m.?* Who at WKNO television decided to broadcast the excellent"Point of View (P.O.V.)" program, "The Education of ShelbyKnox" from 11 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. one night? The show portrayedthe frustration of a high school girl in her attempts to get theLubbock, Texas, school board to teach more than just absti—nence in sex—ed classes. It also demonstrated how fundamen—talist churches and preachers influence publically electedboards. PBS airs the P.O.V. series in prime time nationally. Iguess school boards aren‘t the only organizations influenced byconservative churches and clergy.* By a 284—140 vote, the U.S. House of Representativesrestored the administration‘s 25 percent cut for PBS. WKNOtherefore will probably not loose any of its national funding.Perhaps WKNO can raise enough funds locally so we adultviewers don‘t suffer through another year of interminable rerunsand music fundraisers, most of which are reruns, too.* Are you eligible for veteran‘s benefits? Contact the V.A. MedicalCenter on Jefferson Avenue to see if you qualify before the eligibili—ty rules change Oct. 1. The phone number is (901) 523—8990.+ Who is Joshua Bolten? He‘s the White House BudgetDirector who makes erroneous projections of the cost of pro—grams. He had to request another $1.5 billion in emergency fundsfrom Congress to fund current V.A. medical services. Seems hedidn‘t accurately project the high cost of treating returningAfghanistan and Iraq vets, nor the increased number of babyboomers who utilize the V.A. The Senate allocated the amountrequested. Why can‘t the White House accurately estimate thecost of many programs, such as the war, Medicare, Amtrak?*+ Why did the President recommend no funds for Amtrak?The U.S. House approved funding at the current level of $1.8 bil—lion, for the next fiscal year. So you can still ride the City of NewOrleans and have a good time.* How much does a really good beer cost? According to thehype, Samuel Adam‘s Utopias 2005, will cost $100 a bottle forthe 50 proof, 24 percent alcohol brew.* What does the Crawford Cowboy call his political strategistKarl Rove? Hopefully, fired, but apparently Rove is Bush‘s per—sonal "turd blossom."* Why is the White House intent on freezing Ryan White AIDSfunds at current levels and cease giving money to the GlobalAIDS Fun in its FY ‘06 budget? | sure hope Joshua Bolten was—n‘t in charge of projecting the increased need for services. Hereally screwed up with his need projections for V.A. services.Don‘t you screw up, use a condom.(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed inthis column are those of the writer and are not necessarily thoseof Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.)

 



Arkansas gay bar/club distroyed by arsonists fire

Fayetteville, Ark.‘s only gay bar/club, Studio 716 Alternative

Nightclub, was destroyed by arson on July 16.

Firefighters sent five firetrucks to battle the blaze at 7:12 a.m.;

it took 40 minutes to bring the fire under control.

Terry Lawson, battalion chief with the Fayetteville Fire

Department, confirmed to the NorthWest Arkansas News that

anotherfire at Studio 716 was deliberately set on June 26, which

damaged an exterior wall, and that the club also had recently

been broken into and vandalized.

According to Lawson, the building was unoccupied at the

time of the July 16 fire.

"The contents of 716 were a total loss," Lawson said. "There

was substantial damage and the entire back wall is completely

gone." Tramps Salon, located next door to Studio 716, sustained

smoke damage.

According to a July 19 story at www.nwanews.com, Police

Sgt. Tim Franklin confirmed that detectives had begun tracking

down leads on the suspicious fire. Also, fire inspectors were sift—

ing through the remains of the building and were packaging evi—

dence to be sent to the Arkansas State Crime Lab.

Studio716 posted the following sole statement on its website

at www.studio716.net: "We would like to thank all members,

guests, Northwest Arkansas, and the city of Fayetteville for their

support and friendship over the past year and a half. However,

due to an unprovoked attack on the club, it has been destroyed

by fire. We will not let this destroy the NWA community. If any—

one has any information on the fire, please call Detective

Leonard Graves at the Fayetteville Police Department (501)

587—3587. Thank you to all who have helped us today ... and

through the past year and a half. This is a time for the gay & les—

bian community to stand together. Please email us your

thoughts, memories, etc. (to) studio716@studio716.net.

Next time you drop your child off at school, you better be sure

you look like Ozzie, if you are the dad, and Harriet, if you are the

mom. At least, that‘s how St. Mary Star of the Sea Preschool! in

Oceanside, Calif., would have it. Last week, the school barred a

three—year old girl from enrolling because her father presents

himself as "feminine," according to a news report in the North

County Times.

"It‘s wrong to discriminate against anyone and it‘s wrong to

deny this little girl of her educational opportunities," said Riki

Wilchins, executive director of Gender Public Advocacy

Coalition. "No one has the right to sit as judge and jury over

whether a dad looks like a dad to them."

The school accepted the little girl when her mother, a teacher,

filled out the paperwork. But officials changed their minds when

her father showed up in a tie—dyed tunic and pants. The father

told the newspaper, "My lifestyle is so average. I‘m a married,

heterosexual, working parent."

The enrollment deadlines for other preschools have passed and

the little girl will have to wait another year to apply to another school.

"If a dad in a tunic is too feminine, is a mom in jeans and sneak—

ers too masculine?" Wilchins asked. "I‘ve heard of dress codes for

students, but I‘ve neverheard of dress codes for parents."
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Playhouse on the Square opens season with Crowns

by Kevin Shaw, staff writer

Opening its 2005—2006 season, Playhouse on the Square, 51

South Cooper, is thrilled to announce the regional premiere of

the soul—stirring musical tribute, Crowns, based on the popular

photography book, Crowns: Portraits of Black Women in Church

Hats, now through Sept. 4.

In the summer of 1998, photographer Michael Cunningham

was inspired to capture the images of African—American women

in their spectacular church hats — the symbolic crowns of these

spiritual ladies. When writer Craig Marberry heard news of

Cunningham‘s project, he accompanied the photographs with

the histories behind them. Now Regina Taylor, an artistic associ—

ate of The Goodman Theatre in Chicago, has adapted the cap—

tivating work for the stage.

The play focuses on Yolanda, a young Brooklyn girl who, after

the senseless shooting of her guardian brother, is sent down

South to live with her grandmother and there finds a connection

to the older traditions of her fellow African—American church—going

women, as well as a personal spirituality founded on the faith and

self—confidence that only this circle of women can provide.

Directed by former manag—

ing director of the Memphis

Black Repertory Theatre, Tony

Horne (No Niggers, No Jews,

No Dogs), Crowns stars local

Memphis talents Madeleine

Rogers (Beauty & The Beast, It

Ain‘t Nothin‘ But the Blues);

Niambi Webster (/t Ain‘t Nothin‘

But the Blues); Naomi Moody

and Emma Crystal (both of

Sophisticated Ladies); Keith

McCoy (Blue/Orange); Roslyn

Golden, and Sheila Clark.

Family & Friends spoke

with Horne about the impor—

tance of Crowns.

F&F: Forgive my igno—

rance, but | have always

assumed that the hats and clothing worn by African—Americans

to church was more a "passive" carryover from the earlier 20th

century, rather than a concerted, deliberate statement.

Horne: It is truly an African concept to adorn yourself for wor—

ship. This is a concept that has followed black people through

the generations, through slavery here in this country and up until

this day. Even though people have adopted Christianity, adorn—

ing oneself for worship is a real holdover from Africa, particular—

ly West African tradition. It‘s always been a part of the Black cul—

ture. This adornment takes the form of hats and fashion in con—

temporary black women and a lot of outsiders look at it and think

it‘s about "outdoing" each other or about competitiveness or

about "showing off," when in fact, the real genesis of it is about

preparing yourself to look your best to enter the house of wor—

ship. As one character in this show puts it, "I‘m going to meet the

King, so I must look my best."

F&F: It‘s interesting to drive around the city on Sunday and

see all the different hats on people going to church.

Horne: People take great care of their hats. They take great

care in selecting their hats and hat shops in this city do very brisk

business. The biggest time for hats in Memphis, of course, is

during COGIC (Church of God in Christ) convocation. That‘s a
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From left, Niambi Wester as Velma, Madeleine Carol

Rogers as Mabel and Emma Crystal as Jeannette
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major time for the hat business. It‘s a really exciting time. People

have collections of hats that they take great care of and one of

the things in the show that‘s mentioned is the passing down of

hats from generation to generation.

F&F: Why hasn‘t this ritual carried over to the African—

American men in this country?

Horne: It‘s interesting, men have often worn hats, too, but, of

course, they‘d want to remove their hats when entering a church,

whereas a woman would cover her head. Even little girls would

wear a white cloth or handkerchief on their head to adorn their

heads. It does seem that black men tend to wear hats more

often than white men. I hate to make generalizations but I find it

to be true. Black men seem to enjoy wearing hats more often,

whether they be casual or more formal. | used to wear a hat with

a feather in it myself back when I was in the business world.

F&F: What made you want to direct this show?

Horne: Well, there were a couple of reasons. | was really

excited about the fact this show is going to open Playhouse on

the Square‘s season. We‘re opening the season with an all black

cast. To me, as a black director, that was something exciting and

I wanted to be a part of that. Secondly, it is a really beautiful

show. It‘s also funny, moving and joyous. I wanted to do a show

that had music and a lot of happiness in it (especially after direct:

ing last year‘s No Niggers, No Jews, No Dogs).

F&F: So, is this a full—scale musical or is this more of a play

with some music in it?

Horne: Neither. It‘s kind of interesting. If you‘re an "outsider,"

you would see it as a musical. I see it more as a colage of music

and spoken words. It‘s not a straight (standard) play with a full

plot that follows through in a linear fashion. It‘s more of an "expe—

rience." A good example would be For Colored Girls who

Considered Suicide/when the Rainbow was Enuf. If you‘ve seen

that show, you know it‘s a colage of monologues, duets, move—

ment and some songs. It‘s an experience. Most of the music in

our show is traditional hymns and gospel songs that are sung

every week in church.

F&F: So, how are you going about finding these FABULOUS hats?

Horne: (Laughing) Boy, oh boy ... First of all, we have the

most terrific costume designer in Greg Horton. He designed the

costumes a few years back for Dreamgirls here at Playhouse.

He‘s done this show before, so we are getting hats from the

Ensemble Theatre of Houston (which is an African—American

See Playhouse, page 27



 

Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center News

MGLCC elects new board of directors

The members of the Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community

Center (MGLCC) elected a new board of directors at its annual

membership meeting on July 10.

Marty Katz was re—elected as treasurer; Jeffrey Curbo was

elected vice—president, and Sonia Garner, Tommy Simmons,

Daniel Slover, Janet Watson, Charlie Weatherall, James

Williams and Robin Yow were each elected as members—at—

large. Len Piechowski and Tuffy Keenan will continue to serve

as president and secretary, respectively, as their terms run until

July 2006.

<_ According to the newly—adopted bylaws of the MGLCC, mem—

bers—at—large shall serve one—year terms. Officers serve two—year

‘terms with the offices of treasurer and vice—president concluding

in odd—numbered years and the offices of president and secre—

tary. concluding in even—numbered years. The new bylaws also

allow room for two additional members—at—large to be elected to

the board of directors.

‘ The MGLCC is a non—profit 501(c)(3) organization working

to create a better future for the GLBT community in the Mid—

South. It offers an array of diverse GLBT services by utilizing

the talents, energy and resources of its members and sur—

rounding community.

MGLCC purchases real estate

On the afternoon of July 18, the Memphis Gay & Lesbian

Community Center Board of Directors officially closed on the

property located at 892 South Cooper.

According the a press release issued by the MGLCC, the

community center "expects to save between $2,000 and $4,000

per year as a result of this transaction."

The projected savings will come from the combination of two

sources, the release noted.

"The savings will come from two major sources," the press

release read, "tax savings and an anticipated insurance premi—

um. As a 501(c)3 tax—exempt organization, the MGLCC will now

be eligible to apply for exemption from local property taxes."

 

 

Playhouse

f from page 26

theater); hats from an African—American college, North Carolina

A&T (which just did a production of Crowns) and we have hats

we‘ve borrowed from women throughout Memphis.

F&F: So, these hats are going to be the star of this show,

aren‘t they?

Horne: The hats are the star of the show! | hate to say it, but

they are. It‘s about a celebration of life through hats.

F&F: You know women are going to want to wear their own

personal hats to see this show, don‘t you?

Horne: It‘s funny you should mention that. I‘ve seen other

productions of this show and women are indeed encouraged to

wear their "crowns" to see this play, especially for Sunday mati—

nees. But those were theaters that had better sight lines than

Playhouse on the Square. In those theaters, it didn‘t matter how

big the hats were, people could still see over their heads and see

the stage. Unfortunately, we can‘t encourage our patrons to

wear their hats to see this production because no one in the

audience will get to see the play.

F&F: And you know you don‘t want to have to ask a woman

to remove her hat after getting all fixed up ...

Horne: No, no, that would not be a good thing. So we are

going to have to discourage everyone from wearing their beau—

tiful crowns this time around.

F&F: Unless you know for certain your seats are on the back row.

Horne: (Laughing) Unless you KNOW you are on the back

row. That‘s exactly right!

Showtimes for Crowns is Thursdays through Saturdays at 8

p.m., and Sundays at 3 p.m. (Note, this is a change from the

standard matinee time.) The Pay—What—You—Can performance is

set for Thursday, Aug. 11, at 8 p.m.

For more information or to make reservations, call (901) 726—

4656 or go online to www.playhouseonthesquare.org.
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OUTFLIX

from page 7

mit a documentary about the depiction of women in horror films. The

documentary has been shown all over Europe to GLBT festivals."

One movie of particular interest this year is Fish Can‘t Fly, which

features former Memphian Peterson Toscano, and will be used to

open and close the festival.

"We are showing one movie twice, once to begin the festival and

the other to end it," Batts said. "The film is Fish Can‘t Fly. This is a

documentary about some people‘s experiences with the ex—gay

movement and some especially with Love In Action, based here in

Memphis. Considering all of the controversy and notoriety that the

subject has brought about, we decided to make the film available to

the widest possible audience."

Tickets, which are $5 per person for one day or $15 per person

for the entire 4—day festival, will be available at The MeDia Coop

each evening of the festival starting 45 minutes before the start of

the first scheduled film of the evening.

According to Batts, next year‘s festival won‘t have to start from

scratch, at least not monetarily. "

"All proceeds from the festival will go back to the MGLCC," he

said. "I understand that at least some of those funds, if not all, will

be earmarked for next year‘s OutFlix so that it can (and) will contin—

ue to grow and improve."

Other members of this year‘s OutFlix committee include Tommy

Simmons, Mark Jones, Herb Zeman, Stan Parker and John Morgan

Fox. The logo and ads were designed by Chad Jones.

Visit www.outflixfestival.org. for additional information.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11
Fish Can‘t Fly — 7 p.m.

Documentary, 83 minutes, USA, 2005 — Exploration of the lives of gay men and
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women as they struggle to put their sexual and spiritual lives in harmony after "ex—

gay" experiences. Features former Memphian Peter Toscano. Tom Murray, director

Twenty Gay Stereotypes Confirmed — 8:30 p.m.
Short comedy, 10 minutes, USA, 2003 —Atongue—in—cheek look at gay stereo—

types using the director‘s childhood home movies. Jason Bolicki, director

Latter Days — 8:45 p.m.
Feature drama, 107 minutes, USA, 2003 — Christian, a hunky 20—something,

West Hollywood party boy, gets more then he bargained for when he tries to

seduce 19—year old Aaron Davis, a sexually confused Mormon missionary who

moves into his apartment complex. James Bolton, director
FRIDAY, AUGUST 12

The Moment After — 7 p.m.
Short drama, 14 minutes, USA, 2002 —A poignant longing for what might have

been permeates this film, in which Tracey marks his birthday by making a terrify—

ing choice from which there‘s no turning back. Gerald McCullouch, director

The Graffiti Artist — 7:20 p.m.
Feature drama, 80 minutes, USA, 2004 —This film follows the life of Nick, a young

solo tagger expressing himself through spray paint on an urban canvas of brick. Nick‘s

life is ruptured by the friendship of another young tagger. James Bolton, director

NightShadows —— 8:50 p.m.
Short horror, 16 minutes, USA, 2004 — On the eve of his 30th birthday,

Matthew invites David, a young man Matthew meets in a chatroom, over to his

home ... has your past ever come back to haunt you? JT Sloan, director

Menstrual Monsters: The Ginger Snaps Trilogy — 9:10 p.m.

Documentary, 19 minutes, Great Britain, 2004 — This film examines represen—

tations of female sexual identity in the popular Ginger Snaps trilogy ... to argue that

the series contains feminist and lesbian subtexts absent from other Hollywood pro—

ductions. Howard Martin and Xavier Mendik, directors

Ginger Snaps Back: The Beginning — 9:40 p.m.

Feature horror, 94 minutes, Canada, 2004 — Brigitte and Ginger find refuge in

a small traders‘ fort on the edge of the known New World ... the girls‘ sanctuary

turns out to be a confine of terror when they discover the fort is under siege by sav—

age werewolves. Grant Harvey, director
SATURDAY, AUGUST 13

The Betsy Wetsy Timebomb Effect — 6 p.m.
Short drama, 22 minutes, USA, 2005 — A short film about a middle—aged cou—

ple arguing over whether or not to have a child. Bryan McHenry, director

We Are Dad —6:30 p.m.
Documentary, 71 minutes, USA, 2005 — This film chronicles the Lofton—Croteau

family‘s struggle during the horrendous early years of the AIDS pandemic and sets

the fight for equality within a historical framework as Lofton vs. The State of Florida

reaches all the way to the US Supreme Court. Michel Horvat, director

Gaydar — 8 p.m.
Short comedy, 20 minutes, USA, 2002 — Randy has a huge crush on hunky

Jack at work, but he can‘t figure out if Jack is gay or straight until he discovers a

gaydar gun that changes everything. Terry Ray and Larry Lafond, directors

Never Rob A Bank With Someone You Love — 8:25 p.m.

Short comedy, 10 minutes, USA, 2005 — Joan Sloan and Candy Price had the

perfect life together until Candy spent all their money and they ended up in jail. Jill

Maxcy, director
Whatever Happened To Peaches Christ? — 8:40 p.m.

Short comedy/horror, 19 minutes, USA, 2004 — This film finds a drunken

Peaches desperately trying to hang on to a career in show biz while her sidekick

and ex—friend Martiny‘s rise in popularity eventually sends Ms. Christ over the

edge. Joshua Grannell, director
SATURDAY NIGHT SPECIAL FEATURE—

The Mostly Unfabulous Social Life Of Ethan Green — 9:15 p.m.

Feature comedy, 88 minutes, USA, 2005 — Based on the hit underground

comic strip, this hilarious gay romantic comedy follows the story of Ethan Green,

an adorable 26—year old professional "assistant" looking for love in all the wrong

places. George Bamber, director
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14

Freedom To Marry — 1 p.m.
Documentary, 55 minutes, USA, 2004 —— This film highlights a momentous, his—

torical milestone when San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsome engaged in ground—

breaking civil disobedience as he allowed same—sex couples to marry at San

Francisco City Hall. Laurie York and Carmen Goodyear, directors

silenceofmind —— 2:10 p.m.
Feature drama, 72 minutes, USA, 2005 — This is a dark drama, which tells the

story of a young man haunted by childhood memories of an abusive father who lurks

in his nightmares. Not certain of that which is dream and that which is reality, he must

confront his past in order to find hope for his future. Anthony Flessas, director

Fish Can‘t Fly « ENCORE PERFORMANCE « — 3:45 p.m.

Documentary, 83 minutes, USA, 2005 — Exploration of the lives of gay men and

women as they struggle to put their sexual and spiritual lives in harmony after "ex—

gay" experiences. Features former Memphian Peter Toscano. Tom Murray, director



 

 

CUT OFF!

The other evening our DSL went down for the first

time in two years. It went down for all SBC cus—

tomers in the San Diego area, actually. For a whole bunch of hours.

1 was in the middle of a million work and personal things

online simultaneously and, then, all of a sudden, SNAP — I was

completely cut off.

Oh man, the series of feelings that coursed through me when

I realized that the connection wasn‘t coming right back up.

Cut off. Isolated. Disconnected. Adrift. Out of touch.

| used some of the time to reflect on the role of the Internet in

my life.

I keep in touch with nearly everyone who matters to me via

the Net. I‘ve reduced my cell—phone plan to 300 minutes

because | hardly use it anymore. And I| can‘t remember the last

time | made a long—distance call on my home line. I even keep

my 68—year old mother connected to the Net daily because that‘s

how she and my brother and sister and I stay in touch.

E—mail, instant messaging and the little Web cam. These are

my daily links to most of the people that matter.

Then, there is the Web. Almost all the information ever col—

lected by humankind is there. Google and I can find most things

in four to 60 seconds. Do you have ANY idea what journalistic

fact—checking was like before the Web? Things that now take

four seconds used to take four days, or four weeks.

The DSL was still AWOL when | finished reflecting — realizing

that the Net is how I make friends, how I encounter men, how I

Wockner Wire: Comments sy Rex WocKknEr

 

American Tuxedo

*e Free Groom‘s

Tuxedo Program

[M » over 100 Styles

Available

e Discounts on

Invitations

*e Open Evenings

and Sundays

e Best Place in

Town ...

Guaranteed!

www.americantuxedos.com

  

* 4730 Riverdale

(across from Wal—Mart)

901—753—8897 901—761—2848

4722 Poplar Avenue

(next to Sekisui)

   

  

maintain friendships over long distances — and is the only way I

can do my job. I knew this, but being cut off really drove the point

home. | was right in the middle of fact—checking some interna—

tional news items when my link to the planet, the universe, the

collected wisdom of mankind, collapsed.

For what it‘s worth, SBC tech support — in the Philippines —

regretted my inconvenience.

Eventually, I couldn‘t stand it any longer. I dragged out a long

phone cord, grabbed the oldest laptop — a Windows 98 minia—

ture Vaio — and dialed up to my emergency Earthlink connec—

tion. | spent the first 10 minutes apologizing to the people | had

been Ming for my unceremonious disappearing act. Poor

Andres in New York thought my house had blown up or some—

thing, and had sent an e—mail urgently wondering if everything

was OK. | guess it never occurred to him to pick up the phone.

It was at a snail‘s pace, but my universe was restored.

Oh, and for future reference, if your computer still has a

live connection to your router and your routeris still talking to

your Internet provider, but the Internet link is down at the

phone—company central office or the cable company, do NOT

attempt a dialup connection. Disable or remove the WiFi card

first. The little Vaio had a spectacular crash when my home—

network and dialup IP addresses collided somewhere deep in

the bowels of Windows.

(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in

this column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those

of Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.)
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UNQUOTE

"The supermodel/glamazon image

was a planned strategy to push buttons

and turn heads, while using familiar

imagery to invoke an icon. One part Dolly Parton, two parts

Barbie, a cup of Cleopatra Jones and a dash of Disney."

— RuPaul to the San Diego gay magazine Buzz, May 13.

   

"I want our government, which has

presided over many positive changes

for gay people here in the U.K. — an

equal age of consent, partnership

rights, the abolition of the rightly

reviled Clause 28 — to ensure that

ending violations of gay people‘s

fundamental human rights around the

world becomes an explicit issue in its

diplomatic relations with other coun—

tries. | strongly believe that when thou—

sands of us refuse to look away and

stay silent we make a difference to

what politicians do and say."

— Elton John writing in

England‘s The Observer, July 3.

 

"Honey, at 61, if | ain‘t donethe

fish trip, | ain‘t doing it. Some of my

friends are lesbians, | have a lot of .

gay friends, but | will never do a

woman."

— Singer Patti LaBelie to v

Windy City Time o

 

"Seriously, how much do you

have to hate gay people to not

want them to play softball."

— Kevin Boyer, a spokesman

for the 2006 Gay Games in

Chicago, in response to the

American Family Association‘s

call for IIlinois—based Kraft

Foods to withdraw its $25,000

sponsorship, to the

Associated Press,

June 24.

 

"My stepdaughter is gay. She and

her partner have been together in

Chicago for 10 years; they have a

wonderful relationship. I adore her.

She‘s been my stepdaughter since

she was nine so we have a very

good family relationship."

— "Golden Girl" Betty White to

San Diego‘s Gay & Lesbian Times,

May 12.

  

 

"HIV transformed my life, made me a better and braver writer,

prompted me to write the first big book pushing marriage rights,

got me to take better care of my health, improved my sex life and

deepened my spirituality. I‘m sorry. I‘ll try to do better. ... I‘m

almost as bad as those damn drug ads showing people with HIV

triumphing over adversity."

—Writer Andrew Sullivan in The Advocate, July 5.

"As gay men grow more comfortable shrugging off gay—identi—

fied clothing and Schwarzeneggerian fitness standards, straight

men are more at east flaunting a degree of muscle tone seldom

seen outside of a Men‘s Health cover shoot. And they are adopt—

ing looks — muscle shirts, fitted jeans, sandals and shoulder bags

— that as recently as a year ago might have read as, well, gay.

The result is a new gray area that is rendering gaydar —— that total—

ly unscientific sixth sense that many people rely on to tell if a man

is gay or straight — as outmoded as Windows 2000."

— David Colman writing in The New York Times, June 19.

"To me, it‘s not about pride in

being gay, it‘s pride in saying to the

world that we‘re gay, which is a cru—

cial difference. Everyone has to have

the opportunity to come out; it‘s just

something that gay people have to

go through and probably makes them

stronger as a result. I sometimes feel

sorry for straight people, as coming

out strengthens the resolve!"

— Actor Sir Ian McKellen to

London‘s Pink Paper, June 16.

  

 

Quotes compiled by Rex Wockner, who has reported news for the gaypress

since 1985. His work has appeared in more than 200 gay publications. He has

a B.A. in journalism from Drake University, started his career as a radio reporter

and has written extensively for the mainstream media, as well.
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Same—sex Marriage: 4 countries down, 188 to go

by Rex Wockner, staff writer

Spain and Canada legalized full same—sex marriage at the

end of June — joining the club that includes Belgium, the

Netherlands and Massachusetts.

The vote in the Spanish Congress of Deputies was 187 to

147. The vote in the Canadian House of Commons was 158

to 133.

Gay weddings are happening in Spain, and will begin soon in

the four Canadian provinces and territories that had not been

forced by courts to offer them previously. They already were

legal in nine jurisdictions.

1 got emotional watching the Webcast of the Canadian

vote. For some reason, it was the near—unanimous support of

the Bloc Quebecois party that got to me the most. I‘ve long

been a Quebecophile. Montreal is one of the gay—friendliest

cities on earth.

But Spanish Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero

got me choked up, as well.

"Today, Spanish society is responding to a group of peo—

ple who for years have been humiliated, whose rights have

been ignored, their dignity offended, their identity denied and

their freedom restricted," Zapatero said. "Today Spanish

society grants them the respect they deserve, recognizes

their rights, restores their dignity, affirms their identity and

restores their liberty.

"We‘re not the first (to do this) but I am sure we will not be

the last," he said. "After us will come many other countries, driv—

en, ladies and gentlemen, by two unstoppable forces: freedom

and equality.

"(This is) a small change in wording that means an immense

change in the lives of thousands of citizens," he continued. "We

are not legislating, ladies and gentlemen, for people who are far

away and unknown to us. We are expanding opportunities for

the happiness of our neighbors, our work colleagues, our

friends, our relatives.
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"It is true that (gays) are only a minority but their triumph is a
triumph for everybody ... Their victory makes us all better, makes
our society better," Zapatero concluded.

Give that man a pile of awards.
Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin was not as eloquent but

cut to the chase nonetheless.
"(This) is about the Charter of Rights," he said. "In a nation of

minorities, it is important that you don‘t cherry—pick rights. A right
is a right."

You hear that, Dubya?
While Canada‘s vote was historic, Spain‘s was even more

groundbreaking because it amounted to a gigantic screw—you to
the historically powerful and aggressively homohating Roman
Catholic Church.

"It ... proved that even strong Roman Catholic roots and
heritage is not a barrier for building an inclusive and equal
society," said Patricia Prendiville, executive director of the
European Region of the International Lesbian and Gay
Association. "We believe the Spanish marriage victory will
have a significant positive impact in other European countries
where religious arguments are used to oppose legal recogni—
tion for same—sex partners."

Polls found that up to 65 percent of Spaniards supported
opening marriage to same—sex couples.

I suspect Spain‘s move may have a domino effect in other
European nations where "almost marriage" laws allow gays to
enter into registered partnerships or civil unions that grant some,
most or all the rights of marriage.

I don‘t think Denmark, Norway and Sweden will like being
upstaged on equality by Spain. Germany, Finland, France and
Iceland might come along, too. Maybe Switzerland and a couple
of the former East Bloc nations, as well.

I also think the California Supreme Court is paying attention
— to both Canada and Spain — along with top courts in
Washington, New Jersey and other states where same—sex mar—
riage cases are under way.

Change is comin‘. How cool that we‘re alive at this moment in
history to watch it all go down.

I mean, think about it. All the gays and lesbians who came
before us hid amid hate and fear and repression — not the least
Spanish gays and lesbians, who experienced extreme abuse
under Franco. Twenty years from now, homosexuality is going to
be a non—issue in all developed nations.

But right now, we get to experience the transition. It‘s pretty
damned awesome.

By the way, in case you‘ve forgotten, Canada has no resi—
dency requirements for marriage — and only Quebec has any
kind of waiting period. You can bop across the border, buy a
license and get hitched all in the same day. You can even bop
to the Yukon Territory, to Newfoundland, to Nunavut and tie
the knot!

Then you can came back to the U.S. and demand recognition
of your marriage under the "comity" principle via which nations
historically have recognized each other‘s marriages.

Dubya and hateful Christians may continue to scream and
kick and claw and spout, but the outcome of the gay culture wars
is clear. We‘re going to become full and equal citizens in devel—
oped nations —— and it‘s all gonna happen pretty damned fast.

(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in
this column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those
of Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.)
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 MilitaryNews

Military academy grads call on leaders to repeal DADT

On July 11, five former U.S. military academy graduates

launched an exclusive blog conversation calling on Pentagon lead—

ers to support repeal of the military‘s "Don‘t Ask, Don‘t Tell" ban on

lesbian, gay and bisexual personnel. The graduates in the blog

series are all openly gay and several were discharged under the

gay ban. Their posts can be found on the web at www.sldn.org/blog.
Reuters news service recently reported that applications to

the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md., were down more than 20

percent and Air Force Academy applications had declined more

than 22 percent. Applicants to West Point also declined, down
nearly 10 percent this year.

"Applications declined from 11,881 last year to 10,774 this
year at West Point and from 12,430 last year to 9,604 this year
at the Air Force Academy. ... The Naval Academy released fig—

ures as of Jan. 31, the deadline for applications, showing them
falling from 13,922 at the same time last year to 11,140 this
year," Reuters reported.

"As | read about the downturn that the services are seeing in

recruiting and the academies are seeing in applicants, | wonder

if we are missing pools of talent because of existing policies,"

said retired Colonel Stewart Bornhoft, a graduate of the West

Point class of 1969, in one of the first postings to the blog. "Many

factors impact that, but one that can be changed is ‘Don‘t Ask,

Don‘t Tell.‘ ... (A)ll qualified candidates (should) have the free—

dom to serve, in the military and at military academies."

According to press reports, the armed forces also are lagging

behind their annual recruitment goal, missing the 2005 goal by

more than 7,800 recruits so far. During 2004, the armed forces

Tony Smith, an openly gay United States Air Force veteran, a

partner of an active duty servicemember and an activist involved

with many of the national organizations fighting to repeal "Don‘t

Ask, Don‘t Tell," is presently working on a book that will be a col—

lection of interviews and personal stories from gay, lesbian,

bisexual and transgender partners of military servicemembers.

"We often see and hear the stories of heterosexual military

couples and families," Smith said. And now we are seeing more

stories from the perspective of the GLBT servicemember. But

what we haven‘t seen much of are stories from their partners. As

veterans, many of us know that our spouses/partners serve and

sacrifice right along with us while on active duty. They also deal

with the additional challenges brought on by DADT, but they do

it often without complaint to stand beside the one they love. I

served in the Air Force for six years, and now find myself on the

other side as a civilian and same—sex partner of a 17—year (and

still counting) active duty servicemember. The challenges are

unique from this angle, and I‘m sure there are many others who

have similar stories to tell."

If you are presently, or were previously, the partner of an

active duty GLBT servicemember and want to know more about

participation or submission of your story for this book, contact

Smith by email at wishiwrnuk@aol.com or call (703) 625—8475.

The majority of the proceeds from the sale of this book will go
to Military Community Services Network, to create more pro—
gram support for GLBT military families.
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discharged 653 service members under the gay ban; since

1993, more than 10,000 men and women have been fired.

"The military academies should be able to recruit from among

the best and brightest our nation has to offer," said C. Dixon Osburn,

executive director of Servicemembers Legal Defense Network

(SLDN). "The educational and life—experience opportunities of the

service academies should be available to everyone who works hard

and earns that honor, regardless of sexual orientation. Lesbian, gay

and bisexual Americans have important contributions to make to our

military; they should be welcomed, not turned away."

Paula Neira, a 1985 graduate of the Naval Academy, echoed

Osburn‘s remarks. "Today, when America once again finds itself

at war, we continue to let our prejudices — this time homophobia

— prevent our military from using the talent of all of our best and

brightest in defense of our great country," Neira said. "The

United States deserves better than this, and openly gay, lesbian

and bisexual patriots deserve the opportunity afforded by a(n) ...

Academy education so that they, too, may contribute to the

defense of freedom and the service of the United States."

SLDN reveals military is losing

critical specialists under DADT

New data released on June 15 by Servicemembers Legal

Defense Network (SLDN) reveals the armed forces are losing

critical specialists under the military‘s "Don‘t Ask, Don‘t Tell"

(DADT) ban on lesbian, gay and bisexual personnel. The data,

analyzed by SLDN, provides an in—depth look at the men and

women discharged under the gay ban in fiscal year 2004.

The military discharged 653 men and women in 2004, under

the gay ban, the second lowest total since DADT was imple—

mented. The Pentagon discharges included at least 41 health—

care professionals, 30 sonar and radar specialists, 20 combat
engineers, 17 law enforcement agents, 12 security guards and
seven biological and chemical warfare specialists who were fired

because of their sexual orientation. At least nine language spe—
cialists also were discharged. The SLDN analysis also revealed
that, based on other data obtained from different sources, less
than one—quarter of all 2004 discharges under DADT were from
units deployed in support of war operations, suggesting the serv—
ices are far less likely to discharge gays and lesbians serving on
the frontlines. Gay discharges have declined by 47 percent since
Sept. 11, 2001.

"The military continues to sacrifice national security and mili—
tary readiness in favor of simple prejudice," said SLDN
Executive Director C. Dixon Osburn. "Americans do not care if
the helicopter pilot rescuing a wounded soldier or the medic
treating that soldier is gay. Lesbian and gay service members
have a valuable role to play on the home front and the frontlines.
Their continued discharge weakens our national defense."

The SLDN analysis also showed the continued impact of
DADT on women and young adults, ages 18—25.

* While women represented approximately 15 percent of
the active duty force in 2004, they accounted for 33 percent
of gay discharges.

See SLDN, nage 37



 

 
ACLU wants suit involving Kentucky students I'BIIIIEIIII

The American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU), on July 6, asked a federal judge to
reopen a lawsuit it brought two years go on
behalf of several students who had sought to
form a gay—straight alliance (GSA) at Boyd
County (Ky.) High School. The ACLU‘s
motion points to failures by the school district
to keep up its end of the agreement to pro—
vide a mandatory training focused on sexual
orientation and gender identity discrimination.

"The Boyd County Board of Education
agreed to take specific steps in settling this lawsuit, because it
knew that anti—gay harassment is rampant in its schools," said
Sharon McGowan, a staff attorney with the ACLU‘s Lesbian
and Gay Rights Project. "But this school district‘s attempts at
providing training have been laughably inadequate gestures
that show no real commitment to honoring the agreement or
protecting its students."Last year‘s settlement agreement came a few months after
Judge David Bunning of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Kentucky issued a preliminary injunction against the
school for blocking formation of the GSA. In that ruling, the judge
noted several examples of harassment in the school, including
students in an English class stating that they needed to "take all
the fucking faggots out in the back woods and kill them."

Part of the settlement agreement called for the school district
to conduct a mandatory anti—harassment training for all district
staff, as well as all students in high school and middle school. In
papers filed July 8 with the court, the ACLU outlines the district‘s
failings in meeting the spirit of this agreement:* The school allowed students to "opt out" of what was sup—
posed to be a mandatory training session, letting half the student
body skip the training. At the high school, only 502 of the 965
students attended the training, and at the middle school, only
462 of the 730 students
attended. The only conse—
quence for those students who
"opted out" was a slap on the
wrists — they received a single
unexcused absence, making
them ineligible to get perfectattendance for the school year.

* Although the school agreed
to conduct a one—hour training
focused on sexual orientation
and gender identity. discrimina—
tion for all middle and high
school students, the training
video the schools showed to
students to satisfy this require—
ment included barely 10 min—
utes‘ worth of content that direct—
ly addressed these issues.

"Officials at Boyd County
know that they‘ve failed in the
past to provide a safe school
environment for their lesbian
and gay students, and they

Lambda Legal Youth PSA

3 N
Students and advisors of the Boyd County High School Gay—Straight Alliance

committed in the settlement agreement to take specific steps to
stop the harassment," said Lili Lutgens, a staff attorney at the
ACLU of Kentucky. "We intend to hold the Boyd County Board of
Education accountable for holding up its end of the agreement
and making a genuine effort to protect its students from harass—
ment and harm."

For more information, go online to www.aclu.org.
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—You have theight be feren |
You have the right to be who you are. You have the right to be out, safe & respected at school. 
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WHAT‘S THE TER

LADYBUG®

editorial by Anthony Hardaway
multi—cultural affairs editor

  
  Yes, babies, I‘m back ... at home ... and

inmy blrthnght Thanks to the national village for the love shown
to the doll while on vacation.

Washington D.C.‘s 15th Annual Black Pride Celebration, held
Memorial Day Weekend, gave it to us again this year.
Thousands attended, as always. Workshops, lectures, film
showings and poetry slam; the poetry slam was a sell out. Why?
Because it was off the chain! Tickets were being sold last minute
for standing—room—only.

That Sunday at the convention center, Tweet performed
along with Rayceen Pendar‘vis and many other great entertain—
ers. The expo was, as always, the place to be and to spend,
party, network and meet SGL celebrities. And on Monday,
Memorial Day, Bro. Dary! Wilson Promotions had the chil—ren to
gather in the park; Karmano of MTV‘s "Real World" emceed. In
addition, Men of Rainbow, the great Tommie Ross and
author/poet Tim‘m West worked the kids over.

Never underestimate our nation‘s capital when it comes to
our pride celebrations. My hat‘s off to everyone who had a hand
in this year‘s event, especially the pride president, his cabinet
and his volunteers.

The International Federation of Black Prides (IFBP) board
and members met and the meeting was a success. Fire and Ink
Founder Lisa C. Moore, and F&I‘s board members met the same
weekend. Moore is one of the most notable women of color in
our village. For more on "Fire and Ink: Revival" set for Oct. 6 to
9 at the University of Texas at Austin, see the story on page 38.

After D.C., | got to join two friends on a trip to New York
City where we got a chance to visit Steven F. Fullwood and
The Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, an
incredible national archive of individuals of color. It was
VERY inspiring and empowering. And, the archives included
many materials from Memphis, as well as the state of
Tennessee. Reader, never assume that because we are gay
we are unimportant in this world.

Memphis‘s Black Pride celebrated its 10th anniversary in
June. It was magical this year. We were honored to have IFBP
President Earl Fowlkes Jr. as our guest. Each night of pride,
Club Allusions, the sponsor of Memphis Black Pride, a sanc—
tioned event by the IFBP, was packed out. Thousands attended,
as usual, and the packed out host hotel was a center of activity
for many of the other events of pride, including "Each One,
Teach One." Great job, Terry! and staff, and all those volunteers
who helped to make this year such a great success.

The next pride events | will be attending are Jacksonville,
Fla., (Aug. 5—7) and St. Louis (Aug. 12—14). Black Prides are
important to attend because it helps us to identify, empower,
entertain and, most importantly, educate the village, who have
not always had these type of events to attend.

My SGL villagers, if we do not have direction, vision, support
and a connection to a higher power, we tend to fight each other,
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abuse ourselves and others and have no RESPECT for our—
selves or nothing around us. That‘s not living and certainly not
within our BIRTHRIGHT as a people.

My beautiful queens/sisters, did you know you came from
lesbians who were blues singers who fought off the KKK while
singing at a tent concert? Your lesbian foremothers worked
along side great presidents and helped shape this world in
which you now live. And the civil rights movement couldn‘t be
what it stands for today if it wasn‘t for some of our same—gen—
der—loving sisters of that era. So let us stop ACTING as if we
don‘t have a history to stand on and to be PROUD of. Let‘s start
NOW (if you are not doing so already) respecting ourselves, our
families, our establishments and, most importantly, our RELA—
TIONSHIPS and EACH OTHER! This goes for us all — brothers
and sisters.

Anything that you are a part of that is good and important to
you, help it to continue to grow. Sometimes it‘s the little things
that make a TREMENDOUS difference. Trust me. If you have
something in your life that‘s good, baby hold on to it and APPRE—
CIATE IT ALWAYS!

A leader once told me that two words and a gesture can take
you all over the world. The words: PLEASE and—THANK YOU.
And the gesture: A smile. Try the combo together and see
where it leads you. The next time you pass by someone at a
club, at somebody else at home, or just when you are out and
about, smile and speak. It costs nothing. Life is just too short to
be walking around messed up and angry. Remember, small
minds talk about people, average minds talk about what hap—
pened at events, but GREAT MINDS talk about IDEAS,
DREAMS and POSSIBILITIES.

Again, its great to be back and, as always my babies, village,
kings and queens, Happy Pride, Chil—ren, Happy Pride!

Imaan observes 2—minute silence

Imaan, the social support group for lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender Muslims, observed a two—minute silence at Trafalgar
Square on July 14 as guests of London‘s Mayor Ken Livingstone.

The two—minute silence was organized in memory of those
people who were killed and injured in the terrorist attacks on
London‘s transport system July 7.

Imaan joined many other Muslim groups in condemning
these barbaric attacks to show solidarity with the family and
friends of the victims, other Londoners and the rest of the coun—
try against terrorism in all its forms.

Just over a week ago, Imaan took part at the London Gay
Pride rally in Trafalgar Square where it‘s chairperson appealed
for greater understanding between Muslims and non—Muslims.
Never has this need been brought so close to home.

For more information, go online to www.imaan.org.uk.

Operation Rebirth is seeking the submission of stories from
African—American SGL individuals who have suffered spiritual
abuse and/or personal difficulty at the hand of the black church.
The stories will be considered for inclusion in The Untold Story
of Black Gays and Lesbians in The Black Church.

The purpose of the book is not just to inform the public at large
about this dilemma, but to hopefully let the churches see first
hand, from the mouths of the people who they are called to serve,
how gay—bashing and homophobia is detrimental to the spiritual
health of the individuals, the church and the community at large.

For more information, go online to www.operationrebirth.com/the—
book.html.

 



 

Family, II'IGIIIIS community mourn loss of Johnny Taylor
Funeral services were held July

13, 2005, for Johnny Frederick
Taylor, 34, of Marked Tree, Ark.,
with Scott Burcham officiating.
Interment was in Marked Tree
Cemetery. Arrangements were
under the direction of Murphy
Funeral Home of Marked Tree.

Bom Sept. 6, 1970, Taylordied July
10, 2005, at Methodist Healthcare
Central Hospital in Memphis, Tenn.

He was preceded in death by
his mother, Genevia Taylor.

Survivors include his father, Bill
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SLDN
from page 34

*+ In the Army, women were 14.7 percent of the force and
38.77 percent of gay discharges.

* Female Marines were 6.06 percent of the force and repre—
sented 23.73 percent of Marine Corps gay discharges for 2004.

* The majority of gay discharges are among youth between
the ages of 18 and 25.

Several posts also reported higher than expected discharges.
Training posts, such as Ft. Leonard Wood, Ft. Jackson, Ft.
Knox, Parris Island, Great Lakes Naval Training Center and Ft.
Benning, all had slightly higher discharge rates than non—training
posts, with Ft. Leonard Wood alone accounting for 12 percent of
all gay discharges in the Army in 2004.

Other large posts, such as Ft. Hood and Ft. Bragg, have
high percentages of separations. SLDN surmised that may
be because of the size of the posts and training taking place
on the posts.

SLDN obtained the data through an Act of Congress, which
requires each service to report detailed statistics on the demo—
graphics and specialities of all involuntarily separated service
members, including those discharged under DADT.

For more information, go online to www.sldn.org.
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Taylor of Marked Tree; two sisters, Joanie Lindley of Marion, Ark.,
and Kelly Battles of Horn Lake, Miss.; two brothers, Robert J. Taylor
of Osceola, Ark., and Billy Wayne Taylor of Hoxie, Ark., and numer—

ous close friends, including Jason Starr and Ashley Nichols.

Visitation for Taylor was held July 12 at the funeral home in

Marked Tree.

The Taylor Family, along with his friends, asked that he be

remembered by the last line of his favorite poem, "His Journey‘s Just

Begun" by Ellen Brenneman, "And think of him as living in the hearts

of those he touched ... for nothing loved is ever lost — and he was

loved so much."
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Fire & Ink writers‘ conference set in Austin

"Fire and Ink 2: Revival" is a writer‘s festival for GLBT people
of African descent set for October 6—9 at The University of Texas
at Austin.

Come join hundreds of writers and scholars from around the
nation and the dispora at the world‘s only writers festival focus—
ing on writing for GLBT people of African descent. Fire and Ink
is an educational, political and networking resource that pro—
 

Inz & Outz

from page 39

"One thing we want to do is totally revamp the store over a
period of time, and then become Memphis‘s premiere alternative
gay lifestyle shop," Porter said.

Inz and Outz also has become known, under Casteel‘s
ownership, as a place to go to find out what is happen—
ing in Memphis‘s gay community. Porter plans to contin—
ue that tradition.

"We plan on having a bulletin board for people to post com—
munity events," he said, "and to continue to be very involved in
the community, as well."

Presently, as part of the remodeling, Inz & Outz is having a
clearance sale. Inz & Outz is open Mondays through
Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Fridays, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.;
Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sunday, 1 to 6 p.m. Sunday‘s
hours will change to noon to 5 p.m. in September. The store‘s
phone number is (901) 728—6535.

 

motes the works of black GLBT writ—
ers.

"Fire & Ink 2: Revival" will offer

workshops, readings, panels and

other events, featuring professionals

and amateurs who share a common

love of the word.

Featured authors include Keith

Boykin, C.C. Carter, James Earl

Hardy, Malik M. L. Williams, Marvin

K. White, Tim‘m West, Lisa C.
3 1 Moore, Steven G. Fullwood, Stanley

e Bennett Clay and Sharon Bridgforth,
Lisa C. Moore among othere,

Registration is $135 per person by Sept. 6, and $200 after
Sept. 6.

For more information, go online to www.fireandink.org.
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It‘s been said that we are crazy at Prescott, because
of the stances we take and our proud tradition

of welcoming everyone, regardless of race, sexual, or
political orientation. It‘s been said that Jesus was crazy too and

we always try to do our very best to follow Him.
If you‘ve been looking for a church that‘s radically different,

with an active mission to explore compassion, peace, justice
and the love of Christ, come see what all the craziness is about!

m

Prescott Church

m

Rev. MarthoBrahm, Pastor

961 Getwell Road
near Park & Getwell

9:30 Sunday School 10:45 Worship
901—327—8479

www.prescottchurch.org
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Point

from page 14

Our point is this, we need to get squeaky too. Pick up a
phone, send an email, even write an old—fashioned snail mail let—
ter. Decide who gets your hard—earned dollars — a business that
respects you as a first—class citizen by putting you up front or one
that treats you as a second—class citizen by placing you against
a wall in the corner.

—> JV a Tg
Searchingfor Your

Dream Home?

call 377*1057

Expe

Glennoore,

REALTOR® —MLS
*Look at our NEW SEARCH Features*
 



 

GLBT BUSINESS—RELATED NEWS

Darian Porter buys Inz & Outz, revamps store

by Anita Moyt, managing editor

Darian Porter became the proud owner of Inz & Outz Cards

and Gifts, located at 553 South Cooper, on May 15.

"I was working

here (Inz & Outz) two

days a week to give

Ray (Casteel) some

relief," Porter told

Family & Friends

magazine. "I was in

real estate before

that. I knew he was

looking for someone,

so | offered to help.

"I found out he was

entertaining offers from

out of town to sell (the

store)," Porter said,

explaining how he went

from employee to

owner. "He was retiring.

1 told Ron (Bright,

Porter‘s life—partner) |

wanted to throw my

name in the hat. We sat

down with Ray and talked about it and he accepted my offer."

Originally from Knoxville, Tenn., Porter moved to Memphis

nine years ago.
Although you may see Bright helping out at the store, as

they continue to rearrange and make improvements, the store

is all Porter‘s.
"We‘ve added some new lines of jewelry, cards, T-shlrts

men‘s skin care lines, adult toys and other merchandise," Porter
said, explaining the changes he has made to the place. "We
rearranged the store so there is more walking room. And we built

 

who live in Cordova and Collierville to come by after work

on weekdays.
Porter is dedicated to his new business and has a vision forit.
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Under New Ownership

M—Th 10—7

Fri 10—9

  

New Products, New Style

Sat 108 for Memphis

Sun 1—6 553 5. Cooper

After Sept 1 Memphis, TN

sub‘ M2—5 (901) 728—6535

  

 (another) showcase."
Going into business for

yourself can be an exciting
time, as well as a time to
face the realities of the
business world.

"I am very happy with busi—
ness," Porter said. "I‘m having
a good time running the store
and meeting the people who
come in."

Inz and Outz has grown
through the years to be a
place many gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender indi—
viduals from across the Mid—
South area make a point of
stopping at while in town.

"Part of the reason we
extended the hours was for
those people coming from out
of town on the weekends to
visit the bars and for the folks  

Supply on Demand.

Since 1972 Yuletide has succeeded in

meeting the demands of Memphis area

businesses. 24—hour customer service, on—

line accounts, and fast

delivery are the demands we placed on

ourselves to help establish Yuletide as the

office supply leader in the Mid—South.

Contact us about your office needs today.

_—ZYaletide ]

1245 Sycamore View, Memphis, TN 134

901—372—8588 — Fax 901—388—0785

  

  

  

 

"to your door‘
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OVER MY

Slllllllllifl

" ) editorial by Patricia Pair, publisher
   d Knowing just how fickle Memphis""* and Mid—South GLBT folks can bewhen it comes to getting them to come to an event, especially ifthe event occurs BEFORE midnight, we were seriously gettingnervous the morning of July 22.Let me explain. In years past both myself and my partner,who also happens to be the editor of this magazine, have beeninvolved in planning numerous events for the Memphis GLBTcommunity, some for the purpose of this magazine and some forother organizations, such as Memphis Pride Inc. You can plan,organize and make all the preparations in the world, but when itgets right down to it, attendance is like going to Tunica. You rollthe dice and hope you don‘t "crap out."Having studied film in college, I had great visions for our firstattempt to screen a GLBT film within the community. | got per—mission to show the film, Girl Play, from all the right folks inCalifornia, including the writers, actors, producers and distribu—tors. I secured a venue, the MeDia Coop; set a date, and decid—ed we wouldn‘t charge a dime for admission. I got a co—sponsorof the screening, Family Flavors Movie Rentals and PrideEssentials, which seemed the perfect fit since they are the ONLYGLBT movie rental store in the Mid—South. The owners of FamilyFlavors agreed to provide refreshments at no cost, as well.Knowing that our screening would occur about a month in frontof the Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center‘s OutFlix filmfestival, I even called MGLCC President Len Piechowski andoffered the OutFlix Committee the opportunity to speak and passout flyers at the screening.We hung posters around Midtown. We put out cards at severalof the area bars. Both Family Flavors and the MGLCC posted fly—ers about the screening on their list serves days before the event.But, with all the preparation, I awoke on the morning of July 22,the date of the screening, with a knot in the pit of my stomach.Apparently | wasn‘t the only one with worries as my partner evenasked me, "Do you think anyone will show up?," which also turnedout to be the sentiment of the Family Flavors gals, Angela Lamband Ranetta Jackson, as well as the folks with the MeDia Coop.I‘m happy to report that my (our) fears were unjustified as thescreening was a HUGE success. The theater at the MeDia Coopholds 100 people. We filled slightly more than half the seats.Those attending enjoyed the film, at least I assume they did fromall the laughter in the room, and snacked on free popcorn, candyand soft drinks.With this first screening under our belts, I‘m happy to say thatafter talking with the gals at Family Flavors, the two "Families,"Family & Friends and Family Flavors, are looking forward topartnering up again to provide free movie screenings. And, itseems the folks at the MeDia Coop are interested in having usback, too. Possible future screenings include the first twoepisodes of "Transgeneration" and a gay male comedy.Thanks for your support —the Memphis GLBT community ROCKS!   
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"Gay venues could be bombed by Islamic ter—

rorists," warned OutRage!‘s Peter Tatchell in the

wake of the July 7 terror attack on London. "All gay

bars and clubs should introduce bag and body

searches. Muslim fundamentalists have a violent

hatred of lesbians and gay men. They believe we

should be killed. Our community could be their

next target. This is no time for complacency."

Three of OutRage‘s leading members have

received repeated death threats from Islamic funda—

mentalists in recent weeks and months. Tatchell,

OutRage! Campaign Coordinator Brett Lock and

gay Muslim and OutRage! spokesperson on Muslim
affairs Aaron Saeed, have been warned they will be murdered.
They have been told they are on a "hit list" and are going to be
"beheaded" and "chopped up," in accordance with "Islamic law."

The threats began soon after OutRage! stepped up its cam—
paign in defense of gay Muslims, including gay Muslims fleeing
attempted "honour killings" in Algeria, Iran, Palestine and in the
U.K. The threats have been reported to the police. Officers have
identified the phone number but have been unable to trace the
owner, as it is a pay—as—you—go mobile phone.

The same Islamic fundamentalists also have threatened

"attacks" on the whole gay community: "Just you wait, you‘ll see,"

they warned Tatchell in a chilling late—night phone call. "We are

going to punish you all. The punishment for sodomy is death."

"If the terrorists want to attack the gay community, they may

well attempt to detonate a bomb in a crowded gay bar, restau—

rant, club or community centre," Lock said. "We also urge extra

5
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Peter Tatchell

 

security and special vigilance in the gay areas like

Canal Street and Old Compton Street, and at up—

coming, publicly—advertised gay events, like Big

Gay Out and Soho Pride.

"Since early April, Islamic fundamentalists have

made various attempts to track the movements of

Peter Tatchell, variously posing as journalists,

police officers and representatives of the Muslim

Council of Britain," Lock said. "Because of previ—

ous murder plots, enhanced security checks and

restricted access to Mr. Tatchell have thwarted

these attempts.

"The bombings on July 7 are unlikely to be the

last," he continued. "Security chiefs suspect there are other

Islamic terrorist cells in the U.K. When the bombers strike next,

they may not attack the public transportation system. They will

probably change targets to avoid the enhanced surveillance on

the bus and tube network. They may strike outside of London.

Liberal Muslims, Jews and gay people are possible targets for

future attacks. All gay venues throughout the country should

install CCTV and search everyone who enters.

"In April 1999, OutRage! issued a similar warning after the

Brixton and Brick Lane bombs, advising that gay venues could be

targeted and urging increased security," Lock concluded. "The

OutRage! warning was mostly ignored. Five days later, neo—Nazi

David Copeland exploded a bomb in the Admiral Duncan gay bar

in Soho, killing three people. It would be very foolish to ignore the

possibility of Islamists bombing a gay bar or club."

For more information, go online to www.outrage.org.uk.
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Performers interested in lending their talents for this
annual fundraiser, call Richard at (901) 581—4224
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HIV/AIDS Epucation 101

by Sandra K. Trisdale, Ph.D.
Optimism is great, isn‘t it? It keeps you going when times are

hard. It‘s difficult to realize that being too optimistic can be prob—
lematic, but one published study has shown just that.

At first glance, this doesn‘t seem to make sense. Studies have
shown that HIV—positive folks with a healthy mental attitude seem
to have a higher quality of life. How could it be bad to be optimistic?

In September 2002, the Journal of Internal Medicine pub—
lished the results of a study by two physicians. The most striking
finding was that people who were most optimistic about their HIV
status were twice as likely to take their medications incorrectly

HIV/AIDS TESTING SITES & INFORMATION
Friends For Life & The Positive Living Center

1384 Madison Avenue / 28 North Claybrook
Call Friends For Life for dates and times

FREE OraSure « appointments may be required
For more information, call (901) 272—0855

Memphis & Shelby County Health Department
814 Jefferson Avenue, Room 221 « 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Monday—Friday + Testing conducted on teens, ages 13 and

up, without parental consent. HIV Test Cost: FREE
For more information, call (901) 544—6808

Memphis Regional Planned Parenthood
1407 Union Avenue, Third Floor — 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday

to Thursday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays « FREE OraSure
testing for ages 13—24, over age 24: $35 blood test,

$40 OraSure * For more information, call (901) 725—1717
New Directions Inc.

4466 Elvis Presley, Suite 310 + 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
to Friday « Appointments required + HIV Test Cost: FREE

For more information, call (901) 346—5497
The Shot Nurse

4646 Poplar/So. Perkins » 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday—Friday,
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesdays « There is a charge for an
HIV test + For more information, call (901) 685—9999

Medical Testing Resources Inc.
4322 American Way « 9 am to 4:30 pm Monday—Friday

OraQuick 20—minute HIV test « Confidential
Cost: $70 to $90 « ages 13 and up

For more information, call (901) 795—5905

The Exodus Empowerment Project
2600 Poplar Avenue « Suite 200

For more information, call (901) 458—4717
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and to engage in unsafe sex consistently.
It‘s not wrong to be optimistic. But this study suggests that it‘s

important to remain realistically optimistic. The problems arise
when optimism is too extreme.

Here‘s an example of dangerous optimism. I once had a friend
who was religious, poor and terribly near—sighted. She became
very optimistic that God would cure her eyes if she showed
enough faith. She threw away her glasses and optimistically wait
ed for perfect vision. She could barely see well enough to drive
until she could afford a new pair six months later. That wasn‘t
being optimistic. That was putting herself and others at risk.

Some HIV—positive people carry optimism to the same
extreme, so that it goes too far and becomes denial. And it has
the same two dangerous consequences:

1. You put yourself at risk.
+ You stop seeing your physician as often as recommended.
+ You don‘t pay attention to taking your medications right. You

skip doses, take them early or late or start neglecting your pre—
scription refills.

+ You don‘t get your lab work done regularly.
+ You risk superinfection with another strain of HIV or infection

with new sexually—transmitted diseases by having unsafe sex.
2. You put others at risk.
+ You convince yourself that unsafe sex isn‘t really risky for

the other person.
+ You start having unsafe sex with others.
+ You neglect to tell sex partners about your status.
Has your optimism gone too far? If you can answer "yes" to

two or more of the seven statements above, or to any of the
statements in No. 2, your optimism has probably turned into
denial, and you need some help on this issue.

If you have gone from optimism to denial, especially by hid—
ing your HIV status from sexual partners, you need to talk to
someone with whom you feel safe — safe from judgement,
shame and blame. Chose someone who can help you face real—
ity again. Try speaking to a trusted friend, therapist, counselor,
hotline staff member or support group (in—person or on—line).
Talking honestly about your situation can help you get back to
where you want to be: realistically optimistic, taking care of your—
self and the people around you.

Sandra K. Trisdale, Ph.D., an expert in HIV and mental
health, writes frequently for HIV—related publications. She
presently lives in San Diego, Calif. Reprinted courtesy of
www.PositiveWords.com. ©2003 by Dallabrida & Associates

(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in
this column are those of the writer and are not necessarily those
of Family & Friends Magazine or its staff.)



 

HIV Oral Swab Test

20—MINUTE IMMEDIATE RESULT

FDA approved, confidential HIV testing in a private setting with counseling Fwe all—time dumbest [ines-
and support at your fingertips.

901—795—5905
Office open M—F, 9 am to 4:30 pm. Evening appointments available.

Resources
ay, Memphis

Medical Testin
4322 American

"I absolutely know my partner‘s sexual history"
"Condoms are foolproof"

"For the last couple of years I‘ve been careful"
"I can‘t have HIV, | feel fine"

"Testing is too much hassle. I‘d rather not know" 

 

Mississippi case reversed, kids to see HIV+ aunt
On July 25, Lambda Legal won the reversal of a temporary

custody restriction placed by a judge in the Chancery Court of
Jackson County that barred a Mississippi mother from allow—
ing her children to be in the presence of their aunt because
she has HIV.

Lambda Legal represents Keri Rowell, who was granted
an extension of the temporary custody of her three children in
March 2005, contingent upon their being denied physical
contact with their aunt, Tanya Wilkins, because Wilkins is
HIV—positive.

Lambda Legal filed a brief on July 20 advising the court of
medical information regarding the transmission of HIV in prepa—
ration for the July 25 hearing. During the hearing, Dr. Jason
Parham, an Infectious Disease Specialist from Jackson, Miss.,
testified, confirming that HIV is not transmitted through casual
contact within the home and that there was no reason to keep
the children away from their aunt.

"We are extremely happy to see these children reunited with
the aunt they love so much," said Greg Nevins, senior staff attor—
ney in Lambda Legal‘s Southern Regional Office based in
Atlanta. "We were confident that the court could come to the
clear conclusion that the restriction was unnecessary once pro—
vided with accurate information about HIV transmission and
informed that there is simply no risk of HIV transmission through
casual contact within the home."

In a custody hearing this past March, a judge granted Rowell
an extension of the temporary custody of her three children as
long as the children had no contact with Wilkins, because she

  

has HIV. Prior to the ruling, Wilkins had always played an active
role in the children‘s lives, but since the ruling four months ago
she has not been able to have any physical contact with them.
Following the court‘s ruling, the children will have unrestricted
access to their aunt.

Cliff Johnson of Pigott, Reeves, Johnson & Minor, P.A. in
Jackson, Miss., served as co—counsel with Lambda Legal in fil—
ing the brief.
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MAKE IT A DAY
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YOUCAN BE A f

FRIEND FOR LIFE, TOO

by volunteering your time

Just call Friends For Life at 901.272.0855

or yo online to FriendsForLifeCorp.org
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cup‘s

on us!

 

(
August 8 & 22 from 6 to 8 p.m

For location and information, call (901) amass
Funded in part by the Mid—South AIDS Fund 

FriendsTorlifes

FEAST FOR FRIENDS

temporarily served at,

FIRST CONGO

1000 S. Cooper

June 6, 20 — July 18
Aug. 1, 15 — Sept. 19
at 6 pm

  

The change is temporary while St. John
United Methodist Church undergoes renovation    

Aucust 2005 FAMILY & friends 45

 

 

 



by Kevin Shaw

  Hello Dolly! by Jerry Herman (Mame

and La Cage aux Folles) originally opened

on Broadway at the St. James Theater in 1964, and starred

Carol Channing. It was a huge critical and commercial success

and garnered several Tony Awards, including Best Actress in a

Leading Role in a Musical for Channing, whose chief competi—

tion had been Barbra Streisand in the play Funny Girl (Streisand

eventually portrayed Dolly, too).

The plot revolves around the widowed, turn—on—the—century

matchmaker, Dolly Gallager Levi, who finds her own match, after

leading a wealthy, would—be groom on a wild goose chase and

arranging an alternative suitor for his proposed bride.

Long after Channing left the cast, producer David Merrick

kept the show playing to capacity houses by hiring big name

stars for the title roles, including Ginger Rogers, Martha Raye,

Betty Grable, Pearl Bailey (in an all—black version), Ethel

Merman — for whom Herman originally wrote his score — and

even Phyllis Diller. However, the role was forever to be identified

with Channing, who in later years starred in a Broadway revival

and toured extensively in a U.S. national tour.

Now, the Orpheum Theatre, 203 South Main, is bringing to its

stage a new version of this classic musical, Aug 16 to 21.

Stepping into those flashy pumps will be Michele Lee — star of

"Knots Landing" and countless films and musicals.

Lee is known worldwide for her Emmy—nominated role as

Karen in the landmark CBS series "Knots Landing." In June, she

finished filming a two—hour special on television‘s most famous

Cul—d—sac. "Knots Landing: Together Again" will be seen on the

CBS network in the Fall. "Knots" is now the third—longest running

prime time dramatic series in history.

Lee‘s career began on the stage when discovered as a teen

by David Merrick and brought to New York in the musical Vintage

‘60. At age 18, Lee starred in Bravo Giovanni with Metropolitan

Opera‘s Cesare Siepe, which led to her breakout role as

Rosemary in the original How to Succeed in Business Without

Really Trying opposite Robert Morse. In 1974, she appeared on

the Broadway stage in Michael Bennett‘s musical Seesaw. Her

performance won her a Tony nomination, the Drama Desk and

the Outer Critics Award for Best Actress. In 2002, Lee complet—

ed her long run in Charles Busch‘s Broadway hit, The Tale of the

Allergist Wife opposite Linda Lavin and Tony Roberts. For her

performance as the mysterious and enigmatic Lee Green she

earned rave reviews and a Tony nomination.

Lee was recently presented a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

Family & Friends magazine spoke with Lee from her Los Angeles

home about Hello, Dolly! and her upcoming trip to Memphis.

F&F: So, has the tour actually started yet or are you still in

rehearsals?

Lee: No, no. I‘m not even there yet. I‘m flying out tomorrow to

Kansas City and I‘m seeing you guys after Kansas City.

F&F: How many cities are on this tour?
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Lee: Only three.

Basically, it‘s only three

because | didn‘t want to

do a long tour. The pro—

ducers asked me if I

wanted to do more cities

and | said, "No, I‘ll play

my favorite three!"

(Laughing) Sounds pretty

good, doesn‘t it?

F&F: Really?

Memphis is one of your

top three favorite cities in

America?

Lee: Well, you know.

"Knots Landing" was so

big in Memphis, Tenn.

(Laughing) It was all

about "Knots Landing"

and Elvis.

F&F: Did you ever meet Elvis?

Lee: No, but I did see him in person.

F&F: So you weren‘t one of his many flings?

Lee: Oh no, no, no. | wasn‘t one of the "girls." Unfortunately

or fortunately, depending on how you want to look at it.

F&F: I know you did a Jerry Herman show many years ago,

but is this your first time to play Dolly?

Lee: Yes, it is. And I‘ve bitten off a lot! I‘ve always loved this

show and the character is just as fascinating on so many differ—

ent levels. In re—reading the show I1 realized the texture of the

character is much more complicated than one would think

because she‘s so diverse and independent. My character, Dolly

Levi, is a woman in the 1800s who was actually earning her own

living. She is a matchmaker who truly loves helping other people.

This is a woman who had to work at a time when women really

didn‘t. She is a widow who actually seeks approval from her dead

husband to move on and start a new life. A very rich character.

F&F: Do you see any similarities between Dolly and yourself?

Lee: Ooh. ... There has to be similarities between myself and

every character 1 play. Yes, I do have a lot of her qualities. Of

course, this is a different time now, when women are much more

accepted, but not totally so. I can identify with her independent spir—

it, especially in business. Another similarity is that I love to bond

with people in my life and I can‘t seem to let go of people and thirigs

(and I don‘t mean material things). I still live in the same house I‘ve

lived in since 1970, and I‘m still very close to my ex—husband,

whom I share a child with. I mean, he‘s a part of my family. E

F&F: Do you feel any pressure following in the footsteps ‘of

those other famous "Dollys" (Barbra Streisand, Carol Channing,
Pearl Bailey, etc)?

Lee: No, you can‘t. The reason you have to block them out of

your mind is because: 1) Times change; 2) The maturation

process in the actor changes and you find things in your own life

that feel differently to you. All these things are brought to @ role

and that‘s what helps "color" a character.

F&F: Have you spoken to Jerry Herman recently? Doés ‘he

know you‘re about to take on Dolly? C

Lee: Yeah. You know, last year | did a show for him at the

Hollywood Bowl and I spent an entire night talking to him about

what Dolly Levi means to him. I asked him, "What made you write

this song? Why did you put in that song at this point in the show?"

See Front Row, page 47
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Two—man show on stage at Circuit
The Circuit Playhouse, 1705 Poplar Avenue, is staging Tuesdays

with Morrie now through Aug. 28. Based on the four—year bestseller
of the same name, Mitch Albom‘s Tuesdays with Morrie is a heart—
warming true story that recalls the life lessons Mitch learned from a
dying mentor, Morrie, on his Tuesday visits to Morrie‘s
Massachusetts home. Directed by Michael Detroit, this production
stars Dave Landis and Andrew Weir. Showtimes are Thursdays
through Saturdays at 8 p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets are $25
for adults; $20 for seniors; $20 for students and military personnel,
and $10 for children, ages 18 and under. For more information or to
make reservations, call (901) 726—4656.

Front Row

3% from page 46

F&F: | read that you‘re also performing a one—woman show in
New York and Los Angeles around the same time you‘re touring
with this show.

Lee: | am working on a one—woman show.
F&F: Wow. So you‘re doing this tour, a one—woman show and

getting ready to participate in the 25th anniversary special for
"Knots Landing?"
«Lee: Oh yes. | just did some voice—over work for the "Knots
Landing" special. We are going to have a major "Knots Landing"
re—visit, if you pardon the expression, because | hate the word
reunion more than anything. It‘s going to be a two—hour special
that will be on CBS sometime during the sweeps. | cannot tell
you how much fun it was to put together. | think this special will
have a lot of aspects to it that you wouldn‘t expect to see in a tra—
ditional reunion show. I think one of the neat things we were able
to do with this special was to take it away from the mundane and
ordinary and show just how much PURE enjoyment the actors
shared working together. It is so real that it is palpable. Going
back to Hello, Dolly!, | think it will be interesting for my "Knots
Landing" audience to see me do a stage musical. There are
some people who remember that | came from the musical the—
ater (that‘s really who I am).

F&F: | just loved seeing you in the movie How to Succeed in
Business Without Really Trying with Robert Morse.

, Lee: Oh yeah! | really started doing all that when I was a kid.
| wasn‘t really that interested in being an actress. I started as a
singer. Then | went into musical theater and got involved in all
those variety and musical specials on television. So there‘s a
certain segment of the audience that knows my musical talents
and there‘s another segment of the audience that just knows
"Knots Landing."

F&F: There‘s a big chunk of your fans that don‘t even know
that you can sing, do they?

Lee: (Laughing) No! I‘m looking forward to surprising them!
Showtimes for Hello Dolly! are Tuesday, Wednesday and

Thursday, Aug. 16 to 18, at 7:30 p.m.; Friday, Aug. 19, at 8 p.m.,
Saturday, Aug. 20, at 2 and 8 p.m., and Sunday, Aug. 21, at 1:30
and 7 p.m.

Tickets are $15 to $50 each, plus applicable service charges,
and can be ordered by calling (901) 525—3000; online at
www.ticketmaster.com, or at the Orpheum Box Office, any
Ticketmaster location or Davis—Kidd Booksellers, 387 Perkins
Road in Laurelwood Shopping Center.

#

TM to stage favorite musical
Theatre Memphis, 630 Perkins Extended, will stage The King

& | Aug. 28 to Sept. 18. Showtimes are Wednesday and
Thursday, at 7:30 p.m.; Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m., and
Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets are $25 for adults; $12 for students with
valid ID, and $8 for children under 12. A special $5 discount is
available for adult tickets purchased for the Aug. 26, 27, 28, 31
or Sept 1 performances. For more information or to make reser—
vations, call (901) 682—8323.

New Moon to open show
New Moon‘s production of What the Butler Saw by Joe Orton will

be presented at TheaterWorks, 2085 Monroe, Fridays and Saturdays,
Aug. 5—6 and 12—13, at 8 p.m., and Sunday, Aug. 14 at 2 p.m. What
the Butler Saw is set in the world of a fashionable London psychia—
trist‘s clinic, the normally sterile surroundings become a bedlam of
gender confusion, mistaken identities and sexual intrigue. Tickets,
which are available by calling (901) 274—7139, are $12.50 each.

Green to direct at ETC
Charlie Green, a Family & Friends columnist, will direct the Mid—

South premiere of All Dressed Up and Nowhere to Go!, Sept. 6 to
18 for Emerald Theatre Company, located at TheatreWorks, 2085
Monroe. This is a quirky comedy about a group of Amish and a
group of transvestites stranded together at a motel during a blizzard.
Jacky, a stress—out businessman who cross—dresses on weekends,
hopes to have a relaxing retreat with his friend Barbie, only to dis—
cover he‘s never been closer to home. Tickets are available by call—
ing (901) 722—9302.

Emerald Theatre Company

presencs

 

   

 
 

 

 

| Directed by

Charlie Green —

SEPTEMBER 6—18

THEATREWORKS 2085 moniror

For Tickets, Call (901) 722—9302

Aucust 2005 FAMILY & friends 47

  

  

 

 

 



Mempnis Bar, Restaurant & Theater Guide

AREA RESTAURANTSBARS & CLUBS

1. Backstreet Memphis 9. Allusions (inset)
2018 Court Street
(901) 276—5522

2. Crossroads
1278 Jefferson
(901) 276—8078

3. Crossroads 2
111 North Claybrook
(901) 276—1882

4. J—Wags
1268 Madison Avenue
(901) 725—1909

5. The Jungle
1474 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—0521

6. Lorenz/Aftershock
1528 Madison Avenue
(901) 274—8272

7. Madison Flame
1588 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—0569

8. Metro is
1349 Autumn Street
(901) 274—8010

AUTUMN FoF

3204 North Thomas

(901) 357—8383

10. One More

2117 Peabody

(901) 278—MORE

11. The Pumping Station

1382 Poplar Avenue

(901) 272—7600

12. Paragon

2865 Walnut Grove Rd.

(901) 320—0026

13. Printer‘s Alley

322 S. Cleveland

(901) 725—9809

GLBT RETAILERS

pr INZ & OUTZ Cards & Gifts

553 South Cooper

(901) 728—6535

x FAMILY FLAVORS

18 North McLean @ Madison

(901) 725—0313

MADison AVE

 

Bogie‘s Delicatessen

2098 LaSalle Place

(901) 272—0022

The Brushmark

1934 Poplar (in the Brooks)

(901) 544—6225

Buns On The Run

2150 Elzey Avenue

(901) 278—BUNS

Cafe Ole

2127 Young Avenue

(901) 274—1504

Cafe Society

212 N. Evergreen

(901) 7222177

Dish

948 S. Cooper

(901) 276—0002

THEATERS

A Circuit Playhouse

1705 Poplar Avenue

(901) 726—4656

B Emerald Theatre Company

2085 Monroe Avenue

(901) 722—9302

yaad

@

PEABODY AVE

CENTRAL AVE

Map is not to scale

Not all streets are shown
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Grill ‘n‘ Bar

326 S. Cleveland

(901) 725—9809

Molly‘s La Casita

2006 Madison Avenue

(901) 726—1873

One More Bar & Grill

2117 Peabody

(901) 278—MORE

Barksdale Restaurant

237 South Cooper

(901) 7222193

Young Avenue Deli

2119 Young Avenue

(901) 278—0034

Zinnie‘s East

1718 Madison Avenue

(901) 274—7101

C Malco‘s Studio on the Square

2105 Court Avenue

Movie Hotline: (901) 681—2020

D Playhouse on the Square

51 South Cooper

(901) 726—4656

Pie In The Sky Pizza

2149 Young Avenue

(901) 276—7437

Audrey Rose Cafe

2670 Union Extended

Suite 100

(901) 323—1196

VIEWABLE

Miss Cordelia‘s

737 Harbor Bend Road

(901) 526—4772

Pancho‘s

* 717 N. Whitestation

(901) 685—5404

* 87 S. Second Street

(901) 522—0011

RP Tracks

3547 Walker Street

(901) 327—1471

soGo

1255 Goodman Road

Hom Lake, MS

NOT ON MAP

The Orpheum

203 South Main Street

(901) 525—3000

Theatre Memphis

630 Perkins Extended

(901) 682—8323
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Mud Uu

by Laer Gib Retae

 

When you think of certain cities you think

of certain places, or landmarks. But lately, at

least in Memphis, we‘ve seen so many of

those "traditional landmarks" disappear. The

Mall of Memphis, Baptist Hospital, even

restaurants like The Buntyn Cafe have gone

by the wayside. But, thank goodness, one

such restaurant, Bomarito‘s Pete & Sam‘s,
still stands and continues to serve some of the

best old—world Italian food in the Mid—South.

Pete & Sam‘s opened its first location at

3886 Park Avenue in 1948. While there is a

second location at 1725 Appling Road in
Cordova, all references in this article are to

the original location on Park.
From the moment you pull into the

parking lot (or the adjacent parking lot of

the pawn shop next door), you‘ll notice

Pete & Sam‘s stays pretty busy, hence the

parking spill over into the pawn shop lot. In

fact, by the looks of the parking, you‘d

BOMARITOL,

Er

FAMOUS ITALIAN RESTAURANT

This brings us to the real reason for visiting

Pete & Sam‘s, the food. There are 12 appetiz—

ers to get you started, including stuffed celery,
broiled chicken livers, antipasto and artichoke

hearts with Italian dressing. Our favorite was

the toasted ravioli.
The soup selection consists of just one,

minestrone, available in a bowl or a cup.

Pete & Sam‘s offers five salad selections,

including one of the three best Italian salads
in town, Pete & Sam‘s Famous Italian Salad.

You can also choose to add anchovies

and/or Gorgonzola cheese to any salad for a

nominal extra charge. We recommend the

Italian salad.
There‘s more than just Italian food on

Pete & Sam‘s menu. There are five sand—

wiches to choose from, including steak and

meatball. There are eight seafood items,

including lobster tail, fried oysters and

Louisiana stuffed shrimp. There is chicken,
fried, broiled or barbecued. There are sever—

expect to wait to get a table, not so on the

night we dined.
The place may not look very big on the

outside, but it‘s huge on the inside with a
large dining room to the left of the

entrance and another large dining room,

with section dividers should they be need—
ed, to the right.

Trust us, dining at Pete & Sam‘s isn‘t just

about the food, it‘s also about the atmos—

phere, too. The first thing you‘re sure to
notice are the many autographed pictures

of celebrities, local and otherwise, who

have eaten at Pete & Sam‘s in its 57 years.

The next thing you‘ll notice as you‘re shown

to your table is the intimate feel of the place.
And, if you look around at the other diners,

you‘ll notice that Pete & Sam‘s is a place
where a lot of people choose for celebra—

tions and parties as large, sometimes rather

loud, groups of people are seated at big
tables enjoying themselves. 

Bomarito‘s Pete & Sam‘s

3886 Park Avenue

(901) 458—0694

Price/Cost: $10—$20 per person

with a non—alcoholic beverage

Dining Style: Casual

Cuisine: Italian

Service: Good

Quality of Food: Excellent +

Hours: 4:30 — 9:30 pm Sun—Thurs,

4:30 — 10:30 pm Fri. & Sat.

Liquor: Beer sold, wine and liquor

are BYOB with glass, setup charge

Take Out: Available

Other: New location in Cordova

al options under the heading "Steaks &

Chops," including filet mignon and other cuts

of steak and a veal cutlet.

One of our favorite things about Pete
& Sam‘s atmosphere is the truly old—world

Italian restaurant feel of the place. For

those who remember Billy Joel‘s debut

album, The Stranger, there is a picture on

the back of the album cover of Joel and

some bandmates at an Italian Restaurant,

and one of the songs on the album is enti—

tled "Scenes From An Italian Restaurant."

Everytime we‘re at Pete & Sam‘s these

images come to mind because of the
restaurant‘s alcohol policy. Pete & Sam‘s

sells beer, but if you want wine or liquor,

you have to bring your own (glasses for

which are sold at $2 each). So, what

gives Pete & Sam‘s this "old—world"

atmosphere are the wine bottles on

numerous tables. It‘s really hard to put

into words, but rather something you just
have to experience and feel for yourself.

See Dining Out, page 50
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Miss Cordelia‘s proudly
announces the opening of
Cordelia‘s Table, an eat—in
kitchen with fresh, healthy,
tasty foods along with an

Daily Zam — 10rm

 

CrostiniMaker—

CORDELIAS

  

   

 

on—site butcher and baker.
Stop by, have a glass of wine,
or cup of joe. Grab a bite to
eat — or take it to go. You can
do all that — at Miss Cordelia‘s.

\ UNU

(KITCHEN OPEN UNTIL IPM)
737 HarBor BEND RoAp IN HarBor Town

901—526—4772
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Dining Out

from page 49

Then there‘s the Italian selections, which include pizzas in
"baby," 10— and 12—inch sizes (20 toppings available, including Italian
spinach, artichoke, salami, shrimp and barbecued chicken). Next is
the "Pasta" section, which includes spaghetti, served a number of
ways including ala Caruso (chicken livers, mushrooms and meat
sauce), Salvatore (olive oil, garlic, parsley and cheese), and it can
also be served with other ingredients, such as meatballs, Italian link
sausage, mushrooms and butter, spinach and egg, barbecue and
even with roast beef. Other traditional pasta dishes are also avail—
able, including linguine with chopped clams, fettuccine alfredo and
rigatoni. Pete & Sam‘s also offers ravioli with meat sauce, ravioli with
spinach and egg and tortaloni (chicken and prosciutto tortaloni in
cream sauce with green peas and prosciutto ham).

The last two sections of entrees are Italian Dinners and Italian
Dishes. The Dinners include manicotti with ricotta cheese filling;
lasagna; cannelloni; veal (either parmigiano or scallopini); roast beef,
spinach and ravioli; chicken livers with grilled tomatoes and moz—
zarella cheese; veal breaded Italian style; linguine with clam sauce:
chicken cacciatore, and eggplant, served either parmigiano or Paulo
(stuffed with lump crabmeat and shrimp). The Italian Dishes section
are repeats of various items already mentioned, with the exception of
the sauteed bell peppers. The difference between the Dinners and
the Dishes is that the dinners are served with salad or soup and two
side items, the dishes are not. The sides include french fries, baked
potato, spaghetti, spinach, ravioli and a baby pizza.

For dessert, Pete & Sam‘s offers true Italian—style choices,
including spumoni, cannoli, tortini and tiramisu. However, we sin—
cerely doubt you‘ll have room.

 

 



Participants are needed

for 2006 Equality Ride

Scheduled to take place in March and April 2006, the Equality

Ride will take 30 young adults on a nationwide bus tour to seven

religious and/or military colleges that ban the enrollment of gay,

lesbian, bisexual or transgender people. Through dialogue, dis—

cussions, vigils and press conferences, the young activists on

the Equality Ride will take a bold stand for truth at schools like

Brigham Young University, West Point Military Academy and

Wheaton College.

The Equality Ride will be making stops at the nation‘s top mil—

itary academies. Equality Ride organizers maintain it is uncon—

stitutional for the U.S. military to practice discrimination in gov—

ernment—funded institutions of higher learning. The Equality Ride

hopes to bring light to this injustice and help in the effort to inte—

grate the military and do away with "Don‘t Ask, Don‘t Tell."

In order to make this youth driven effort for equality a suc—

cess, the Equality Ride is looking for young adults between the

ages of 18 and 28. The riders of the Equality Ride need to be a

diverse and capable group of young adults.

For more information go online to www.equalityride.com.

Be The Change You

Want To See In The World!

Full—Service Restaurants

East * 717 N. White Station (901) 685—5404

Downtown * 87 S. Second St. (901) 522—0011

West Memphis « 3600 E. Broadway (870) 735—6466

Quick—Serve Restaurant

East * 2841 S. Perkins Road (901) 363—8118
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...this is a playthat might...
just might change your life."New York Metro
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l2008LaSaIle A
Midtown Memphis, TN 38104

(901) 272—0022
Having a Party?

Call us!
We‘ve got the BEST
Lemon Bars in town

Party Trays & Catering
Available

Voted #1 Deli by
Memphis Magazine

and The Memphis Flyer

 

featunng Boar‘s Head
meats & cheeses  

7 am to 6 pm Monday—Friday

8 am to 3 pm Saturday
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am partially biased by what my clinic carries. Still, I‘ll give you my

take on them all.

Frontline Plus is the product we recommend the most. It is

applied by emptying the contents of a small tube between your

animal‘s shoulder blades (which just helps to keep them from

licking it off; if they do, it is safe but then they aren‘t getting the

right amount in their system). One of the things that makes this

one our top choice is the number of stages in the flea life cycle

that this one takes care of. Quick lesson: Fleas go through four

stages in their life — egg, larvae, pupa and adult. Most products

only kill adult fleas. For every adult flea you can see there are at

least several hundred eggs that will eventually become adults.

Frontline Plus takes care of three of the four stages (the pupa

The summer is upon us, and with it Stage is the exception), and is the only product that can make

comes flea season. This summer has that claim. In addition, it is waterproof, so animals can swim or
been a particularly bad one as our patients have had trouble be bathed without towering its efficacy. For best results, we rec—
staying flea—free. Thus, | thought it would be timely to address Ommend not allowing the animal to get wet for about 24 hours
both flea prevention and how to handle an infestation. before and after the application, but the rest of the time getting

There are a number of products on the market that are Wet is not a concern. Frontline Plus kills ticks for a month and

labeled to kill fleas — but they are not all created equally. Most fleas for up to three months, which makes it ideal for animals
of the products that can be purchased from a pet store are not that may come in contact with these nasty bloodsuckers.
very effective, and can be dangerous, especially for cats. Flea Advantage is another product that we carry and do recom—
collars are basically useless, and are simply a waste of money. Mend. It doesn‘t kill ticks, and doesn‘t handle as many life stages
The best products out there are the ones that can only be pur— as the Frontline Plus, but is still effective at controlling fleas.
chased through a veterinarian. | don‘t say this just because I Because it mainly kills the adults, it may take several months for

work in a clinic — the veterinary products are far superior in both a flea problem to be gotten under control — during this time the
effectiveness and safety to the pet store products. They do cost £998 mature to adults at which point the Advantage kicks in.

  

by Katie Hiestand, vet tech

  

more, but the results should make it worth it. However, it is still a strong product, and is very safe, as well, so

There are quite a few flea—prevention products that can only
be obtained from a vet. | will discuss them all, but | admit that | »
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Make your family complete

with a new best friend. « 7

Many wonderful animals are abandoned each year. Stress—free pet sitting in the comfort of your own home.

Theyarelookngforahomevwmfltecaremdundetstandmg
that you can provide.

Bring a new friend into your family. You‘ll be surprised
at the loyalty and love they‘ll bring into yourlife.
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Meet with an adoption counselor today and discover E

Memphis Shelby County Humane Society f
2238 Central Ave — Memphis, TN 38104 a? 3 :

Hours: 11 am — 5 pm ~ M—S / 901—276—1753 | Eileen caStme [£009 “I'm;Stooge

Pet Waggin‘, mobile pet adoption van available for events, gigl 901 2 921 6 3&1? Iongottourze

festivals & gatherings. Call Lauren at 901—276—7770 if mmsmnumom ‘7 5“ during the day.
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it is a good choice as flea prevention. There is a second product

that is very similar, called Advantix (made by the same compa—

ny). It kills ticks as well, although not as well as Frontline.

Another drawback is that it is only available for dogs, and is high—

ly toxic to cats. My clinic does not carry it for this reason.

Revolution is another topical product for flea prevention, as

well as heartworm prevention. While | know that other clinics

carry it, we do not. When it first came out we tried it on some of

our patients and found that a significant number of them had a

skin reaction to it, thus, we stopped carrying it.

There are a couple products than come in pill form or as an

oral suspension for cats. Program is a monthly pill that is basi—

cally flea birth control. It does not kill adult fleas, but it makes

their eggs nonviable. It may work well enough if the flea popula—

tion is very low and the animal is not particularly sensitive to

fleas, but it is not as potent as the products that kill fleas. It came

out before the topicals, and at the time was the best there was.

Now the topicals are generally the better choice. Sentinel is a

second product, made by the same company, that combines

Program and Interceptor (heartworm prevention).

Regular use of a good flea prevention product should enable

you to stay ahead of fleas on your pets and in your home.

However, occasionally, outbreaks do happen. At those times,

use of flea prevention must be combined with treating the house

and yard in order to get things under control again.

I am hoping that your pets are enjoying a basically flea—free sum—

mer. If problems arise, make sure they are on a good preventative,

treat the house and yard if necessary and consult with your veteri—

narian if you have additional concerns. Your pets will thank you for it.

(This is an opinion/editorial piece. The views expressed in this col—

umn are those of the writer and are not necessarily those of Family &

Friends Magazine or its staff.)

The House ofMews

944 South Cooper

Memphis, TN38104

(901) 272—3777

Houseofmew@aol.com

 

 

 

 

Rodgers& ‘s

THE

ased on Anna and the King of Siam by Margaret Landon
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King grow to understand and eventually respect one another

n a truly unique love story.
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Anal-IT Tuwu things to do ‘round town

The Sharpe Planetarium, located in the Memphis Pink Palace
Museum, 3050 Central Avenue, has reopened after city budget
cuts closed the facility for several months. "Under African Skies,"
where visitors can experience the varied cultures of the African
continent through the sky lore of its people, will be presented on
Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.; "The Cowboy Astronomer," which
shares cowboy tales and Native American mythological legends
about the starry sky, is set for Saturdays at noon and 3 p.m., and
"Starlit Nights," where you can learn to identify the summer con—
‘stellations and find out how they were named, will be presented
on Saturdays at 1:30 p.m. Tickets are $4.50 for adults, and $4
for seniors and children (ages three to 12). For more information
or reservations, call (901) 320—6362.

Women invited to potluck

Women are invited to this month‘s Women‘s Potluck Social
held at the Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center, 892
South Cooper, on Wednesday, Aug. 17, at 6:30 p.m. For more
information, call (901) 278—4297.

The Drum Circle meets every Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the
Memphis Gay & Lesbian Community Center, 892 South Cooper.
For more information, call (901) 278—4297.

G/L Consumer Online Census

seeking opinions on topics
The 2005/2006 G/L Consumer Online Census is seeking the

public‘s opinions now through Aug. 22. The census ask ques—
tions about demographics, voter profiles, parenting, media
habits and many other topics.

Almost 7,900 individuals participated in the 2004/2005 G/L
Consumer Online Census. That information was used in ongoing
studies and showcased in many newspapers and magazines,
including USA Today, Miami Herald, Variety, Reuters, Wall Street
Journal and on radio and television programs across the nation.

Participant‘s privacy will be protected and respected. The
identity of individual respondents is not recorded, redistributed or
conveyed to third parties for purposes of commercial solicitation
or any other purpose. Individual responses are recorded solely
for the purpose of aggregate marketing and political research.

To participate in the survey, go online to www.gicensus.org.

  

  

The Bank of America Summer Movie Series at The Orpheum
Theatre, 205 South Main, will show E.7. the Extra—Terrestrial on
Saturday, Aug. 6, at 5 p.m; The Thin Man, on Friday, Aug. 12, at
7:15 p.m; indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom on Friday,
Aug. 26, at 7:15 p.m., and Gone with the Wind on Friday, Sept.
9, at 7:15 p.m. Tickets are $6 each, cash only, and are available
at the Orpheum Box Office two hours prior to the start. of the
movie. For more information, call (901) 525—3000.

The Chickasaw Group Sierra Club will holds its monthly
"Third Tuesday" meeting on Tuesday, August 16, from 6 to 8
p.m. at Cafe Francisco, 400 North Main, in downtown Memphis.
Members, activists and friends are invited to meet in a casual
setting to talk about issues and interests. For more information,
call Jill at (901) 278—2713.

Pink Palace to host special

15th anniversary party

The Pink Palace Family of Museums will host a special 75th
Anniversary Celebration Sunday, Aug. 21, from noon to 5 p.m. at
the Pink Palace, 3050 Poplar Avenue. Both museum and IMAX
admission are free during this celebration.

There will be a special 75th birthday cake in the shape of
a mansion, balloons, a moon bounce, mystery capsules and
other activities for children. Enjoy Robby Krampf‘s Great
Electricity Show and Jimmy Crosthwaite‘s Puppet Shows in
the premiere of the newly—renovated Mansion Theatre. Tracy
Dunlap‘s Animal Show will be presented on the front lawn.
The Union Planters IMAX Theatre will show trailers from 10
years of IMAX films, as well as Planetarium Artist Edwin
Faughn‘s "Visions of the Universe." City officials will be pres—
ent to honor the Pink Palace‘s 75th anniversary. Visitors can
participate in contests; look into "The Pit," the museum‘s arti—
fact storage area; enjoy solar observing and a solar system
model on the front lawn; listen to the museum‘s new oral his—
tory recording, and take a tour of its brand new African—
American history trail. There will be 75th anniversary mer—
chandise in the museum store and a special prize for the 75th
person who enters the museum.

For more information, call (901) 320—6362.

Besides being a place for retreats, conferences and even pri—
vate getaways, Camp Sister Spirit in Ovett, Miss., extends a wel—
coming hand to its neighbors in need with various services,
including visits to their emergency food pantry.
 

Looking for a back issue?

Call (901) 682—2669
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Camp Sister Spirit is seeking cash donations as well as
items from its wish list. Camp Sister Spirit is an IRS 501(c)(3)
recognized charity.

The wish list includes: Food for the emergency food pantry;
food and medicines for dogs and cats, which the camp rescues;
laundry supplies; cleaning supplies; mops; brooms; queen/king
size sheets; a copy machine; new pots and pans; storage con—
tainers, and plants and garden items.

For more information, visit www.campsisterspirit.com; call
(601) 344—1411; email sisterspir@aol.com, or write Camp Sister
Spirit, P.O. Box 12, Ovett MS 39464.

 



 

SPORTS & RECREATION

Jl Wallace is latest to join Gay Games Ambassadors
At age 23, trampoline athlete JiWallace not only won a silver medalat the 2000 Olympic Games inSydney but also captured thecrowd‘s heart, waving and runningcircles around the floor.Now Wallace brings a similarenthusiasm to support the 2006 GayGames in Chicago as the firstAustralian to join the Gay GamesAmbassadors, a group of prominentathletes and artists supporting the

A Gay Games and its gwdlng principle

of “Pamelpatlon Inclusion and Personal Best"."

"I truly appreciate the symbolism of a multi—sport event — the

opening ceremony, what it means to be there and to compete,"

Wallace said. "The Gay Games can be anyone‘s Olympics and

anyone‘s dream. The opportunity to compete in Chicago next year

can be anyone‘s life—changing moment."

Wallace, now 28, retired from trampoline following his suc—

cess in 2000. He pursued aerial skiing for two seasons, coached

a
$Ao5
EdEd
I~6fol

 

 

Bluff City Sports Association

Final Softball League Standings

Heat 15—1 Outfielders 7—8

Hobos 12—4 MGLCC Crushers 6—10

Neons 9—5 Cloud of Dust 4—8

Dog Pound 10—6 Diamond Dawgs 5—11

Blue Oyster Cult 7—7 Flamingos 1—15
  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HEAT!

Sponsored by

Backstreet Memphis

and Yuletide Office Supplies,

they will compete in the World Series

in San Diego this month.
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trampoline in China, and worked for Nike Asia Pacific. Earlier
this year, he decided to resume training with his sights set on
competing at the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games. He also came
out publicly as gay in April, although he had been out to family
and friends for many years.

Trampoline made its Olympic debut in Sydney, making
Wallace‘s career seem charmed indeed. In the late 1990s he
was just reaching his peak in the sport and qualified to partici—
pate in an Olympic Games in his home country.

"My first memory of life is actually of watching the opening cer—
emony of the 1980 Moscow Olympics — the flame, the dancing
bear and the moving placards," Wallace said. "I guess | was des—
tined to be involved at such an event. But the sport that I excelled
in as a child was trampoline, which was not included until 2000."

Wallace won several national titles and made an internation—
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by Charlie Green

  
What time is it?

I don‘t know about you but I constantly

need to check the time. Is it time to go home yet? How late will

I be if I stop by Starbucks on the way? If | get to the office two

hours late, when will I be able to leave? If | go out tonight, how

late can I go to bed and still get to work on time?

It certainly seems to me that | am constantly running my daily

life timed to the second. Every moment of my day wants to be

accounted for and planned out, of course, every moment does—

n‘t get its way. I am constantly running late, I never used to be

like this. In my social life, of course, everyone always seems to

be running late, it is, after all, "Gay Time." All this tardiness has

led me, I guess, to what has become my latest fetish, clocks.

Yes, | have become very fascinated with time. I have a watch

for every day, at least one clock and typically two or three for

each room. Of course, the switch from daylight savings time is

always fun. | will one day be known as that queer old man with

a thousand clocks, you know, the kind of guy that all the kids fear

and make up scary stories about. (Actually, how cool would that

be, huh?)

As you can probably tell, I have spent a little time thinking

about time, how we keep up with it, and all the different things in

our lives that are affected by the measurement of time.

If I wasn‘t so concerned about conserving time, Tivo wouldn‘t

be so important to me. As most owners will tell you, Tivo‘s best

feature could very well be it‘s ability to relieve you of TV‘s sched—

ule, as well as allowing you to skip the commercials to save time.

I know that most one—hour programs can be watched in 40 min—

utes once you take out the commercials. Now, if I would use those

"extra" 20 minutes to do something other than watch more TV.

Of course, there are some clocks in my house that I hardly

ever have to think about, which I think is the point. One of my

favorite timers is my thermostat; yes, I‘m not sure what‘s worse

here, that | have a favorite timer or that it would be my thermo—

stat. Shortly after moving into my house, | got a nice surprise

from MLGW, a very big bill. It‘s seems that it is very expensive

to keep your house at 68 degrees 24 hours a day in the summer.

Of course, I didn‘t mean to always keep my house so cool, but I

would inevitably forget to turn off the air before I would leave the

house in the morning. Well, after the wake up call from MLGW,

I quickly made a trip to the Homo Depot for a thermostat with an

automatic timer. This was a dream, it let me set up a schedule of

heating and cooling my house and | would never have to think

about it again. Of course, the best part is that my power bill went

down by almost a third.

One of my other favorite clocks is my "Atomic" clock, which is

not really atomic at all. I picked up this little technical wonder at

Walgreens, of all places. The cool thing about this clock is that it

actually sets itself. It has a little radio in it that picks up a signal

from the official U.S. Atomic clock in Colorado. Once a day, this

clock will reset itself to the right time. this is the most accurate
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time in my house, which is very handy after a power outage

when | have to go resetting the electrical clocks all over the

house. I keep this one next to the bed so when I get up in the

morning, | can tell the real time, since my alarm clock is always

set ahead. I guess this seems kind of silly but, for me, it works.

It seems that almost everything with a chip in my life also has

a clock and I‘m never more than a few steps from something that

will tell me what time it is. In fact, at this moment, I am looking at

a clock telling me this article is way past the deadline.

If you are interested in learning more about time and how it is

kept, check out the National Institute of Standards and

Technology (tf.nist.gov/timefreq) or the U.S. Naval Observatory

site (tycho.usno.navy.mil).
 

Ji Wallace

from page 55

al breakthrough in 1996, by winning gold in the double mini tram—

poline (DMT) discipline at the 19th Trampoline World

Championships, held in Vancouver, British Columbia. He said

that win inspired him to set even higher goals. While he did not

medal in the individual DMT event at the 20th Trampoline World

Championships in Sydney, he did set a still—unbroken world

record there for completing a jump with the highest degree of dif—

ficulty in the DMT, a triple—triple.

In 1998, trampoline was added to Sydney‘s Olympic sched—

ule and Gymnastics Australia hired the world‘s leading coach,

Nicholay Zhuraviev, with a goal of leading the Australian team

to a medal. Although the standard trampoline discipline was

added, the DMT was not.

Wallace was training with Zhuraviev part time and made

marked improvements. After Wallace placed fourth in the Olympic

qualifying event in 1999, Gymnastics Australia assigned

Zhuraviev to coach Wallace full time. The partnership continued to

progress and Wallace credits Zhuraviev with the extra edge that

helped him achieve his eventual silver medal placement in 2000.

One of the reasons Wallace cites for coming out of retirement

is that his score in Sydney would have won gold at the 2004

Athens Olympic Games. He has already regained a spot on the

Australian national team. He said, "I realized this is a calling of

mine — hence, I am back on the trampoline, jumping my heart out."

Drawing a parallel with the Gay Games, Wallace said that,

although winning medals is great, "to compete in a prestigious event

and compete next to your friends and your teammates" is what is

"truly life changing." He said he is a better man for chasing his

dreams and members of the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender

community can experience the same feeling at the Gay Games.

"Ji represents a new generation of GLBT athletes who are out

and open while still performing at the highest level in their

sports," said Roberto Mantaci, Federation of Gay Games co—

president. "We welcome him to the Gay Games family and look

forward to supporting him as he continues training and compet—

ing in trampoline events around the world."
The 2006 Gay Games Ambassadors program also includes

cycling champions Petra Rossner and Judith Arndt; former U.S.
professional football players Dave Kopay and Esera Tuaolo;
tennis legend Billie Jean King; rock star Melissa Etheridge;
actor/director Amanda Bearse; powerlifter Chris Morgan; former
professional baseball player Billy Bean, and champion figure
skater Rudy Galindo.

For more information, go online to www.gaygameschicago.org
or www.gaygames.org.
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   Lesbian Pulp Fiction: The Sexually
Intrepid World of Lesbian Paperback
Novels 1950—1965
Edited by Katherine V. Forrest
©2005 Cleis Press

In 1950, Fawcett founded its Gold Medal imprint, inaugurat—
ing the reign of lesbian pulp fiction. These were the books that
small—town lesbians bought by the millions — cheap, easy to find
in drugstores and immediately recognizable by their lurid covers:
often a hard—looking brunette standing over a scantily—clad
blonde or a man gazing in tormented lust at a lovely, unobtain—
able lesbian.

For women leading straight lives, here was confirmation that
they were not alone and that darkly glamorous, "gay" places like
Greenwich Village existed. In the over—heated prose typical of
the genre, these books document the emergence of a lesbian
subculture in postwar America. Some — especially those written
by lesbians — offer sympathetic and realistic depictions of "life in
the shadows," while others (no less fun to read now) are smutty,
sensational tales of innocent girls led astray.

Thanks to reissues of classic pulps by publishers like Cleis
Press, the lesbian pulp genre is now delighting a new generation
of avid readers. Authors like Ann Bannon (Odd Girl Out, Beebo
Brinker) and Vin Packer (Spring Fire) are celebrated as pio—
neers. Bannon routinely draws hundreds of enthusiastic fans to
her book signings, and readers of the Chicago Free Press even
named her their favorite author of last year, even though her
books were originally published more than 40 years ago.

In Lesbian Pulp Fiction: The Sexually Intrepid World of
Lesbian Paperback Novels 1950—1965, grand dame of lesbian
literature, Katherine V. Forrest, offers a superb survey of the best
of the pulps, 22 in all, presented with the original, sensational
jacket copy, which reads:

"Through the darkness, you can see figures gathered in twos
and threes — the glowing tip of a cigarette, a close—manicured
hand draped over a shoulder, heads turning to study the new
arrival. Someone moves toward you, snapping a lighter open.
Step into the twilight world of lesbian pulps."

COMING NEXT MONTH
David Sedaris — Gun Brooke — Jaime Clevenger
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for or about GLBT people

reviewedby__
_ANITAMOYT, editor

 

Glittering Secrets
Taryn Simpson
(2004) Publish America
www.TarynSimpson.com

Taryn Simpson tells quite
a story in her 60—page paperback, Glittering Secrets. Although the
author is lesbian, Glittering Secrets is about a heterosexual
woman, Theresa Holleman, and her marriage, her money, a men—
tal health facility and an conniving stepfather. Holleman, who works
in Nashville‘s music industry, is finding her blinding headaches are
leading her into a new world, or so she thinks.

Simpson succeeds in carrying through several plots to their
juncture at the end of this short story. Although realists may find
fault with some of the aspects, overall the book is interesting, as
well as entertaining.

reviewed [1]

PATRICIA wuttli:L 

Author Steven Cooper has done it
again with his third novel, Deadline. In
this book, Cooper writes about what
he knows, the news broadcasting
industry, and what he cannot know,
what the afterlife is really like. The book opens with main characterDamon Fitzgerald saying, "I‘d sure like to know who murdered me."From there, the book is a comedic investigation into several murders,including Fitzgerald‘s. The tale is intermixed with Fitzgerald‘s ownaccounts and explanations of what it‘s like to be dead. This is a one—sitting read that will have you laughing outloud.
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Lambda Literary Award winners announced

The receipients of the 17th Annual Lambda Literary Awards
were announced at a June 2 gala ceremony in New York City,
emceed by comedian and Broadway actress Lea Delaria. The
2005 awards were as follows:

The Trustees Award for Debut Gay Men‘s Fiction — Clay‘s
Way by Blair Mastbaum, Alyson

The Trustees Award for Debut Lesbian Fiction — Crybaby
Butch by Judith Frank, Firebrand.

Gay Men‘s Fiction — The Master by Colm Toibin, Scribner
Lesbian Fiction — A Seahorse Year by Stacey O‘Erasmo,

Houghton Mifflin
Lesbian Poetry — Sweet to Burn by Beverly Burch, Gival

Press
Gay Men‘s Poetry — Written in Water by Luis Cernuda, City

Lights Publishers
Lesbian Mystery — Hancock Park by Katherine V. Forrest,

Berkley Prime Crime/Penguin Group USA
Gay Men‘s Mystery — Flight of Aquavit by Anthony Bidulka,

Insomniac Press
Fiction Anthology — Fresh Men: New Voices in Gay Fiction

selected by Edmund White, edited by Donald Weise, Carrol & Graff
Nonfiction Anthology — / Do/l Don‘t: Queers on Marriage edit—

ed by Greg Wharton and lan Philips, Suspect Thoughts Press

GayeliowPages
 

10 different women ...
a 10 different voices ...

IIIIW avallallle 10 different reasons to

free online WALK LIKE A MAN
The Gayellow Pages is the new underground novel

now available free in an from LAURINDA D. BROWN

online edition.

Gayellow Pages, informing

|

QNLY 500 COPIES

the US/Canada LGBT com—

munity since 1973, is now AVA'LABLE'

available —online <in —PDF |will one of them be yours?

 

  
 

(Acrobat Reader) format at no

charge —at www.gayellow—

pages.com/online.htm.

The online edition also is

available as a no—frills CD

for $10.

The latest edition of the

540—page printed version, pub—

lished in January 2005, is

available for $19.95 at local

bookstores or. online at

www.gayellowpages.com.
LAURINDA *

Amazon won‘t ever see it
Barnes & Noble won‘t have heard of it

Books—A—Million won‘t be able to find it
and the library? DONT EVEN BOTHER!

$12 each, with free shipping

to order send an email to

Idbrown1@aol.com

Got an idea

for a story?

S END IT |N!
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Memoir — Name All the Animals by Alison Smith, Scribner

Biography — Warrior Poet: A Biography of Audre Lorde by

Alexis De Veaux, W.W. Norton

Children‘s/Young Adult — So Hard to Say by Alex Sanchez,

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers

Erotica — Best Gay Erotica 2005 edited by Richard Labonte,

Cleis Press

Humor — Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim by David

Sedaris, Little, Brown

Romance — Almost Like Being in Love by Steven Kluger,

HarperCollins

Scifi/fan/horror — The Ordinary by Jim Grimsley, Tor Books

Spirituality — Jesus and the Shamanic Tradition of Same—Sex

Love by Will Roscoe, Suspect Thoughts Press

Drama/Theater — / Am My Own Wife by Doug Wright, Farrar,

Straus & Giroux

Visual Arts/Photography — At Ease: Navy Men of World War

II by Evan Bachner, Harry Abrams

LGBT Studies — For the Love of Women: Gender, Identity and

Same—Sex Relations in a Greek Provincial Town by Elisabeth

Kirtsoglou, Routledge

Transgender — The Gender Frontier by Mariette Pathy Allen,

Kehrer Veriag

S AVE THE DATE!

fireink

A WRITERS FESTIVAL FOR GLBT PEOPLE

OF AFRICAN DESCENT

   

    

 

October 6 — 9, 2005

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTTN

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

www.
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ONTHESMALL SCREEN «......
  

Computers, Internet access allow folks to enjoy Dyke TV
In the early 1990s, Linda Chapman, Ana

Simo and Mary Patiemo started Dyke TV, the
first (and only) cable access TV show by, for
and about lesbians. Using the tagline,
"Television to incite, subvert, provoke and
organize," the founders sought to document
rising lesbian activism and to provide a viable
platform for lesbian voices to enter the realm
of popular culture. The first show aired in
June 1993, on a Manhattan cable channel to
a viewership probably composed entirely of
the three founders and all of their friends.
Since that modest beginning, the show and
the organization have grown enormously.

Dyke TV‘s mission today is to place media tools at the serv—
ice of lesbian visibility and empowerment. The show now airs on
more than 78 public access cable channels throughout the coun—
try, with a combined subscriber base of four million viewers. For
the past 10 years it has documented the lives of lesbians from
Memphis to Modesto. As an organization, Dyke TV has devel—
oped into a state—of—the—art community media resource center
through which lesbians have access to digital video equipment;
instruction in all aspects of video production and editing, and
countless opportunities to create documentary and creative
pieces for the show or public screenings in New York City.
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Sundance
7 *&| Channel will premiere the orig—

| inal series "Transgeneration"
on Tuesday, Sept. 20, at 9
p.m., with each of the eight

episodes airing Tuesdays at 9 p.m. through Nov. 8.
"Transgeneration" looks at the daily lives of four college stu—
dents who are undergoing a gender transition. The series
also will air on MTVN‘s Logo in the first quarter of 2006.
Check back next month for more information on Gabbie,

 

 

  
   

 

 
Lucas, Raci and T.J.

 

Operating from a multi—racial, multi—gener—
ational perspective, Dyke TV especially
encourages those traditionally under—repre—
sented in mainstream and GLBT program—
ming, including lesbians of color, lower
income women, seniors and youth. With
these efforts, Dyke TV hopes to contribute
realistic, inclusive lesbian voices to the public
discourse about our lives.

Although Dyke TV isn‘t available on any
Memphis or Mid—South public access station
at this time, it regularly uploads selections
from the Dyke TV archives onto its website

at www.dyketv.org for viewing online.

Two historical television shows will come to an end this
month, Showtime‘s "Queer As Folk" and HBO‘s "Six Feet
Under." The final episode of "QAF" will air Sunday, Aug. 7,
at 9 p.m., preceded by a 30—minute special, "Queer As Folk:
Saying Goodbye," at 8:30 p.m. At 7 p.m. on Sunday, Aug.
21, the "Six Feet Under" finale will get underway, first with
an hour—long special, "Six Feet Under: 2001—2005," fol—
lowed by the final series episode at 8 p.m.

FREE Streaming Videos

Out of the Closete

P R O G R A

 

(a free video website @ www.OOTC.tv)

M

—

G U | D EMeet James from Boy Meets Boy, Ted from Queer Eye, Josh & Nichol from Big Brother, HERE! Pay—Per—ViewDirect TV 170 Trailers, Need help starting your business?, Jason and deMarco Exclusive Music VideoGarmento, the movie trailer, Vicki Wagner, comedian kicked out of military, Addicted to the Internet, drugs,sex? Take the test!! Coming Out Documentary: Meet an Out Senator, Public Domain films and cartoons,Meet Jim Varros from American Idol, Meet a Baptist mom who tells all about her gay son, Lily Tomlintalks about being an actress in Hollywood, Elton John‘s Safe Sex Campaign, Are You Immune to HIV/AIDS?
There is so much video here, you‘ll have to see it to BELIEVE IT!

www.OutoftheCloset. tv
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Outstanding Debut Recording — Male award for his album,

Wandering Eyes.

After four years at Northwestern University studying dead

poets, Utah—native Rice transplanted to Chicago in 1998, to take

in some big city grit and try his hand at being a rock—n—roller.

Since then, he has captivated Chicago audiences with his sultry

vocals, driving guitar rhythms and bittersweet balladry.

Wandering Eyes, on Deep Tissue Records, was engineered

by Blaise Braton (Liz Phair, Bob Dylan).

For more information, to hear sound bytes or to purchase the

CD, go online to www.dylanrice.com or wwwedbaby.com.

  
‘OJ.

The 2005 OutMusic Award for Outstanding Debut Recording —

Female was given to Kitty Rose for her CD, Kitty Rose Greatest Hits!

Kitty Rose has been performing her own brand of original

classic country over the past several years with covers from the

likes of Patsy Cline, Tammy Wynette and Loretta Lynn. Rose is

the reincarnation of singer/songwriter Katherine Chase, a famil—

iar name among California music lovers.

The San Francisco Bay Guardian once described her as "a

lady with an incredibly huge voice that embraces an intriguing

dichotomy of toughness and tenderness. ... Her voice is rich with

the rhythms of a life‘s travels and experiences."

Now living in a log cabin in the small rural community of

Hopland, Calif., between riding horses, herding cattle and other

ranch chores, she‘s spent the past year putting together this

special CD of classic originals.

For more information, to hear sound bytes or to purchase the

the CD, go online to www.kittyrose4country.com.

 

THE BEST MUSIC IN MEMPHIS

KARAOKE &

DJ SERUICES

"WHERE THE FUN IS"

Parties e Weddings

Proms e Clubs *

Bar & Grills e Etc.

COUNTRY, ROCK, POP <.

GOSPEL, R&B, SOUL, ETC.

A> ROCKIN‘

— _RODNEY

PICKERING

DJ/KI/SOUND ENGINEER

Office: (901) 323—1297

Fax: (901) 323—1853

starkaraoke1@msn.com

Cell: (901) 461—9943

rockinrodney7@msn.com

Cell: (901) 626—9506

"FAMILY" DISCOUNTS

 
mAY BE AVAILABLE
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ART ON EXHIBIT

Fred Wilson photographs

are on display at Brooks

 

The Brooks Museum of Art, 1934 Poplar
Avenue in Overton Park, has acquired a
series of photographs by acclaimed contem—
porary artist Fred Wilson. Wilson is known
for his projects that challenge museums to
question how they address race, gender and
their representations in exhibitions. The
exhibit is on display now through Oct. 16.

Twenty photographs make up the series,
"Old Salem: A Family of Strangers," in which
Wilson photographed 19th and 20th centu—
ry dolls found in the collection of the
Museum of Southern Decorative Arts,
Winston—Salem. The folk dolls, which had
rarely been shown, represented the margin—
alized "other" within the Salem community.
When Wilson photographed the dolls, he
used the techniques of traditional, formal
portraiture, creating the illusion that the por—
traits were of human sitters.

For more information, call (901) 544—6200
or go online to www.brooksmuseum.org.
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ART MUSEUM OF UofM

  

  

  

The Art Museum of the University of
Memphis features a collection presented by
The Institute of Egyptian Art & Archaeology
at the UofM. It is the largest public collection
of Egyptian antiquities in the South. The ini—
tial collection of 44 objects was purchased
in 1975, from the Museum of Fine Arts in
Boston. This is a permanent collection.
Hours for the Art Museum of The UofM are

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday. The museum is closed
on university holidays and between temporary exhibits. For addi—
tional information, call the IEAA at (901) 678—2555.

MEMPHIS BOTANIC GARDEN

On display now through Aug. 31, the
"Feathered Friends on Display at the
Garden" features a unique exhibit of 24 limit—
ed edition wildlife prints from Ducks
Unlimited. This is part of an exhibit that is
housed at the National Ducks Unlimited
Headquarters, located here in Memphis.
These prints vary in style and feature fowl,
wildlife scenes, as well as some garden

scenery. The collection of prints are available for purchase, ranging in
price from $145 to $295. For more info, call (901) 685—1566, ext. 130.
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| ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX | —

EVERY FRIDAY EVERY SATURDAY

ioies

"

~

NIGHT SATURDAY
46170 Highway 80 West, Jackson, Miss. | 5

| (601) 922—8227 — (601) 922—8237 « toll—free (888) 43—METRO

 



   

Sundays 1—7 pm

Mon—Thur 12—10 pm

Fri & Sat 12 — 11 pm
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hand—crafted items
  

 
 

REELTWISTED ;...... 

 

 

reviewd by Patr

publisher

   | ____An autobiographical film taken

| from the experiences of writer—direc—

"| tor Rob Moretti, Crutch is a coming—

| of—age tale about a young man‘s

| struggle with family problems and

| substance abuse.

| Behind a facade of suburban

| middle class perfection, David

| (Eben Gordon) finds his home life
imam _ falling apart. As he tries to cope

with the impossible situation, the troubled and impressionable
teenager falls under the spell of Kenny (Moretti), a gorgeous, 30—
something, has—been actor turned theater coach. When Kenny‘s
"support" escalates into seduction, David slowly descends into an
abyss of drinking and drug addiction from which he must escape if
he is to survive.

I had a bit of a problem with this film. Even though I believe that,
as adults, we should have the right, without fear of retribution, to
experiment with, or get involved in, whatever lifestyles or sundry
aspects of life we desire, even when others may regard this behav—
ior as sordid, or however distasteful to them. Of course, this is
dependent on this behavior being by, and between, consenting
adults of sound mind, and that no other persons, etc. are harmed. I
know this kind of behavior (chicken—hawking) goes on in the gay
community, | just don‘t enjoy watching it practically destroy a young
man with his whole life ahead of him.

English. 89 minutes. Not rated

Check with Family Flavors to see if they carry this title
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Coming to DVD Sept. 20

from Wolfe Video is Round Trip,

an Israeli Festival hit.

In this romantic drama, Nurit

(Anat Waxman) has grown tired

of supporting her ne‘er do well

husband, and dreams of a better

life in the big city. She takes her

two children to Tel Aviv and soon

best, driving a bus. But life as a "single" mom is not easy and Nurit
finds that juggling her job and her kids is more than she can handle
alone. On the advice of a co—worker, Nurit hires Mushidi (Nathati
Moshesh), an illegal immigrant from Ghana, as a live—in nanny who,
instead of paying rent, will cook and care for the kids.

A few things about this film: one, it seems almost unfair to critique
a foreign film because American culture is so very different from
Israeli culture, but yet, there are enough similarities to the basic plot
and location that you‘ll find yourself saying, "Hey, they‘ve got that just
like we do in America." One example of the difference is when Nurit
seems, at first, to absolutely detest the idea of intimacy with another
woman and then turns around and jumps in with both feet without
appearing to give it a second thought.

The second thing is that I have never really enjoyed watching a
film with subtitles because having to read the lines takes away from
the action on the screen. Not so with Round Trip.

English and Hebrew with English subtitles. 95 minutes. Not rated.
Will be available for rent at Family Flavors

 

 

 

 



 
ALSOAVAILABLE OR COMING SOON

150U3

This is a must—see for anyone,

gay or straight, who might be con—

sidering tying the knot or who

might be wondering if gays and

lesbians really want all the bag—

gage that comes with the legaliza—

tion of same—sex marriage.

Everyone is an expertly—crafted

comedy of marriage. The perfect

gay couple, Ryan (Matt Fentiman)

and Grant (Mark Hildreth), are hav—

ing a "wedding" in their backyard,

and they invite their families and all

their emotional baggage. When the

happy couple starts fighting over

what to call it, it becomes obvious that it‘s going to be a long day.

Actor Bill Marchant makes his writing—directing debut by tack—

ling all the foibles and traumas of modern—day relationships in this

intimate ensemble comedy.

Besides extramarital affairs, a decoration—crazy mom

(Katherine Billings) and an angry alcoholic (Marchant), an

absolutely adorable mysterious guest (Brendan Fletcher) has his

eye on one of the grooms.

Named Best Canadian Film at the Montreal Film Festival,

   

  

Coming Aug. 30 from Ariztical is a poetic

tale of infatuation and self discovery as

Eastern and Western culture collide.

Meihua, a Chinese painter, comes to Paris

where she is immediately drawn to

Stephanie, a French photographer. What

begins as a mutual admiration leaves two

women to confront their passion for more

than just the arts, which leaves the women

zl with an agonizing choice.

Check with Family Flavors to see if this title is available

 

From TLA Releasing, this film portrays the

lust and sex between two adorable broth—

ers. Harry is a 23—year old former boy band

singer looking for a new sound. His 16—year

old brother, Max, is following in his foot—

steps. Harry and Max were once close as

kids, but as they grew up, they became

distant from one another. To help them

reconnect they go on a camping trip.

English
 

 

Not rated. 74 minutes

Not available at Family Flavors

Everyone has a sarcastic sense of humor that will shock and

amuse at the same time as the film explores the difficulties of

marriage by contrasting couples at various stages of matrimony.

Not rated. 90 minutes

Will be available for rent at Family Flavors

 

Come out and see a movie!

 

Featuring GLBT films from around the world

 

Thursday, Aug. 11 Friday, Aug. 12 Saturday, Aug. 13 Sunday, Aug. 14
 

7:00 Fish Can‘t fly

8:30 20 Gay Stereotypes
Confirmed

8:45 Latter Days

All times are P.M.

 

7:00 The Moment After

7:20 The Graffiti Artist

8:50 NightShadows

9:10 Menstrual Monsters:
The Ginger Snaps

Trilogy

9:40 Ginger Snaps Back:
The Beginning
 

 

SS/mght

For more information, kvisitk

www. outflixfestival.org _

$15/festival pa’ Es

Screenmgs at the Media Co—op Theat’r!

in the First Congregational Churchw

1000 S. Cooper St. —

    

or email wbh12eos@yahoo.com_ _ aa)

8:40 What Ever Happened

   

 

6:00 The Betsy Wetsy 1:00 Freedom To Marry
Time Bomb Effect

2:10 sitenceofmind
6:30 We Are Dad

3:45 Fish Can‘t Fly
8:00 Gaydar

8:25 Never Rob A Bank
With Someone

You Love

 

  

to Peaches Christ?

   

9:15 The Mostly m
Unfabulous
Social Life

of Ethan Green [MCLCEs se

wilflix

festiva|
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BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

Memphis, Tennessee

ALLUSIONS, 3204 North Thomas in the
Northgate Shopping Center (in the back),
(901) 357—8383. Open at 9 p.m. Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays.
BACKSTREET MEMPHIS, 2018 Court
Street, (901) 276—5522, Fri. & Sat. 8 p.m.—6
a.m., Sun. 8 p.m. to 3 a.m., www.backstreet—
memphis.com
CROSSROADS & CROSSROADS 2, 1278
Jefferson & 111 North Claybrook, (901) 276—
1882, Noon—3 a.m., 7 Days A Week
J—WAG‘S, 1268 Madison Avenue, (901) 725—
1909, Open 24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week
THE JUNGLE, 1474 Madison Avenue, (901)
278—0521, 4 p.m.—3 a.m. Mon. Fri./3 p.m.—3
a.m. Sat. & Sun.
LORENZ/AFTERSHOCK, 1528 Madison
Avenue, (901) 274—8272, open 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week
MADISON FLAME, 1588 Madison Avenue,
(901) 278—0569, 7 p.m.—3 a.m. Wed., Fri. &
Sat./5 p.m.—? Thurs.
METRO MEMPHIS, 1349 Autumn Street,
(901) 274—8010, 6 p.m.—3 a.m., 7 days a
week
ONE MORE, 2117 Peabody, (901) 278—
MORE (6673), 11 a.m.—3 a.m.
Mon.—Sat./ncon—3 a.m. Sun.
PARAGON, 2865 Walnut Grove Road, (901)
320—0026, Thurs.—Sun. 8 p.m.—?
THE PUMPING STATION, 1382 Poplar
Avenue, (901) 272—7600, 4 p.m. to 3 a.m.
Mon.—Friday, 3 p.m. to 3 a.m. Sat. & Sun.

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Chattanooga, Tennessee

MI—NITE, 27 West 19th Street, (423) 504—
3650, Thurs.—Sun. 9 p.m.—3 a.m.
IMAGES, 6005 Lee Highway, (423) 855—8210, 5
p.m. to 3 a.m., 7 days a week, www.mirage—com—
plex.com, Email: mirage_complex@hotmail.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Jackson, Tennessee

JESSIE LEE‘S, 3883 Highway 45 North,
(731) 660—8120, Tues.—Sun. 6 p.m. to 3 a.m.

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Jackson, Mississippi

CLUB CITY LIGHTS, 220 West Amite Street,
(601) 353—0059
CLUB METRO, 4670 Highway 80 West, (601)
922—8227, (601) 922—8237, (888) 43—METRO,
Tues., Fri. & Sun., 9 p.m. to 3 a.m., Sat., 9
p.m. to 5 a.m.
JACK & JILL‘S, 3911 Northview Drive, (601)
982—JACK (5225), 9 p.m.—? Fri. & Sat., web—
site: www.jacksonbars.com
JACKS CONSTRUCTION SITE (aka JC‘S),
425 North Mart Plaza, (601) 362 3108, 5
p.m.—? 7 Days A Week, website: www.jack—
sonbars.com

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS
Tupelo, Mississippi

 

RUMORS, 637 Highway 145, (662) 767—9500,
8 p.m. —1 a.m. Thurs. — Sat., email:
rumors@futuresouth.com
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_ BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

 

HotSprings, Arkansas

OUR HOUSE, 660 Sast Grand Avenue, Hot
Springs, Ark. (501) 624—6868,. Mon,—Fri., 7
p.m. to 3 a.m., Sat., 7 p.m. to 2 a.m.

BARS/NIGHTCLUBS

 

Little Rock, Arkansas

BACKSTREET—LITTLE ROCK, 1021
Jessie Road, (501) 662—2744, Fri.—Mon. 9
p.m.—5 a.m., website:
Backstreetdanceclub.com.
DISCOVERY, 1021 Jessie Road, (501) 664—
4784, Sat. only, 9 p.m.—5 a.m., website:
Latenightdisco.com
THE FACTORY, 412 South Louisiana, (501)
372—3070, Tues.—Fri. 5 p.m. to 2 a.m.,
Saturday 8 p.m. until ?

SOCIAL

Memphis, Tennessee

BETA EPSILON CHAPTER OF BETA PHI
OMEGA SORORITY INC., is a social service
organization for feminine lesbian, bisexual and
heterosexual women of all races, (901) 281—
0830, email: betaepsilonchapter@yahoo.com,
website: www.betaphiomega.net
B.G.A.L.A., (University of Memphis
Students for Bisexual, Gay & Lesbian
Awareness), a social. political and eduational
organization, e—mail: uofm_bgala@yahoo.com,
www.people.memphis.edu/~bgala
BLUE SUEDE BEARS OF MEMPHIS, Meets
the second Monday of each month at The
Jungle, 1474 Madison Ave. (901) 644—2786,
email: info@bluesuedebears.com, www.blue—
suedebears.com
COTTON PICKIN® SQUARES MEMPHIS,
(901) 272—2116, Meets Thursday nights at
7:30 p.m. at Holy Trinity Community
Church, 515 South Highland Street,
Square dancing social group
VICIOUSVIZZENV, for more information, join the
following Yahoo group:
autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/HDLMCMEMPHIS;
email Wendy Curtis at Bikerbroad901@yahoo.com
or call (901) 643—1222
JUST FOR US MEMPHIS, is a social group
welcoming single or partnered lesbians ages
18+. Some gatherings are designed specifi—
cally for members and their children, (901)
268—1903, email:
justforusmemphis@yahoo.com
MEMPHIS AREA GAY YOUTH (MAGY), P.O.
Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124, (901) 335—
6249, Peer support group for 13— to 21—year
olds dealing with gay, lesbian, bisexual &
gender issues, www.gaymemphis.com/magy
MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY
CENTER, 892 South Cooper Memphis,
38104, (901) 278—4297, townhall meetings
every other month; Mon.—Fri., 6 to 9 p.m.; Sat.
& Sun., 2 to 6 p.m.
MID—SOUTH PRIDE, 111 S. Highland,
Suite 261, Memphis, TN 38111, (901) 328—
6349, send an email to:
info@MidSouthPride.org, website:
www. MidSouthPride.org. GLBT Pride
events for Memphis and the Mid—South.
MYSTIC KREWE OF APHRODITE, a social
and service organization, women only, P.O.

Box 11483, Memphis, TN 38111—1483,
email:aphroditemem@yahoo.com, website:
www.geocities.com/aphroditemem
MYSTIC KREWE OF MEMPHIS UNITED, a
non—profit charity group. Contact Lezli Droke
(901) 409—8646 or Idroke@midsouth.rr.com or
Paul Lawrence (901) 278—2775 or
pandp38107@yahoo.com
NOBLE KREWE OF HATHOR, a social organ—
ization of men and women who support and
promote local Memphis area charitable pro—
grams, P.O. Box 820901, Memphis, TN 38182—
0901, www.kreweothathor.com
P.F.L.A.G., (Parents, Family & Friends of
Lesbians & Gays), (901) 754—3136, Support
meetings for parents, family and friends of
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered per—
sons, email: amdrake@mem.po.com
QUEER ACTION COALITION, a group that
works towards educating society about the
existence of "ex—gay" ministries, email: fight—
ing homophobia@gmail.com, blog: fightingho—
mophobia.blogspot.com, website:
www.qaconline.org.
TENNESSEE LEATHER TRIBE, (901) 357—
1921, Club nights and meetings vary; contact
for info — men and women welcome,
www.tnleathertribe.org, email: info@tnleather—
tribe.org
TSARUS MEMPHIS, P.O. Box 41082,
Memphis, TN 38174, (901) 276—4132, Levi—
leather club meets the 3rd Saturday of every
month at The Pumping Station, 1382 Poplar
Aveune, at 10 p.m. « MEN ONLY, Email:
info@tsarus.org, website: www.tsarus.org

SOCIAL
Knoxville, Tennessee

LAMBDA STUDENT UNION, a social and educa—
tional organization for GLBT, questioning and
straight students at The University of Tennessee—
Knoxville, 315 University Center, Box 315, 1502
West Cumberland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37996—4800,
lambda@utk.edu, website: web.utk.edu/~lambda/

SOCIAL
Mississippi

OLE MISS GAY STRAIGHT ALLIANCE, P.O.
Box 3541, University, MS 38677, (662) 915—
7049, email: gayolemiss@hotmail.com
GLBF, P.O. Box 233, MS State, MS 39762,
(662) 325—8241, email:
glbf@org.msstate.edu,www.msstate.edu/org/glibtf
PFLAG—TUPELO, 115A Issac Drive, Tupelo,
MS 38801, (662) 566—2282, email:
Alliance22Boi@aol.com,
groups. Tupelo.
USM GAY/STRAIGHT ALLIANCE,
email:GSAlliance@usm.edu or thespyms
@yahoo.com, website: www.usm.edu/gsa

SOCIAL
Arkansas

SAFE HARBOR NEA, A confidential support
and social group for GLBT persons, ages 25
and under, in northeast Arkansas, (870) 932—
6545, P.O. Box 226, Jonesboro, AR 72403,
www.safeharbor—nea.com

   



 

SOCIAL
Missouri

VISIONS OF PRIDE COMMUNITY
CENTER, 30 North Pacific, Cape
Girardeau, MO 63701, (573) 651—
6220, email: DeltaDyke@aol.com,
hometown.aol.com/deltadyke/my hom
epage/gaypride.htm|

WHOLENESS
Memphis, Tennessee

FEAST FOR FRIENDS DINNER, (901) 272—
0855, Dinner is served the 1st and 3rd
Monday of every month at First
Congregational Church, 1000 South Cooper,
through September, beginning at 6 p.m.
MEMPHIS REGIONAL PLANNED PARENT—
HOOD, 1407 Union Avenue Extended, 3rd
Floor (901) 725—1717, HIV & STD testing,
gynecological preventive care
MEMPHIS HIV FAMILY CARE NETWORK,
880 Madison Avenue, Memphis, TN, (901)
545—8265, Free comprehensive, supportive
services and voc/rehab services to the HIV—
positive
NICOTINE ANONYMOUS MEETING,
Saturdays 10 a.m., Christ United Methodist
Church, 4488 Poplar Avenue. (901) 278—6234
PHOENIX AA MEETING, open to all, espe—
cially the GLBT community. Meets each
Tuesday at 8 p.m. at Grace St. Luke‘s
Episcopal Church, 1720 Peabody, (901) 454—
1414
SERIOUSLY SOBER OPEN AA MEETING,
(an open men & women‘s Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting), Meets each Friday at 8
p.m. at Holy Trinity Community Church,
515 South Highland Street, (901) 324—9200
THE POSITIVE LIVING CENTER, 1000
South Cooper Street, Memphis, TN, (901)

RAINBOW DIRECTORY

726—6022 + Tuesday—Saturday, noon to 8
p.m. Provides opportunities for persons
affected by HIV/AIDS to manage the disease
in a holistic manner, free of charge.
YWCA ENCORE, MedPlex, 880 Madison
Avenue, (901) 754—4356, Support group for
lesbians with breast cancer meets every
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon

WHOLENESS
Mississippi

BUILDING BRIDGES INC., 2147 Henry Hill
Drive, Suite 206, Jackson, MS 39204, (601)
922—0100. Education, prevention, support
group.
COMMUNITY SWITCHBOARD OF MS
GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE, (601) 346—4379,
operated seven days a week, 24 hours a day.
Information and referral on GLBT issues and
HIV/AIDS.
MS GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE, 5565
Robinson Road Ext., Suite Q, Jackson, MS
39284, (601) 371—3019.
SOUTHERN AIDS COMMISSION, P.O. Box
293, Greenville, MS 38702, (662) 334—3349,
education and prevention.
SOUTHERN AIDS COMMISSION, 5565
Robinson Road Ext., Suite Q, Jackson, MS
39284, (601) 371—3019, direct HIV/AIDS services.

SPIRITUAL
Memphis, Tennessee

INTEGRITY MEMPHIS, 102 N. Second Street,
Memphis, TN 38103, (901) 525 6602, People of
all faiths and ideologies are welcome, Meets the
3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at
Calvary Episcopal Church. Dinner at 7 p.m.,
www.geocities.com/integrity_memphis/main.html
OUT—WITH—GRACE, (901) 278—6786,
Open to all GLBT persons of faith to join
in an affirming time of prayer, Bible study

and discussion., Meets Sundays from 4 to
5:30 p.m., September through July, at
First Congregational Church, 1000 S.
Cooper Street.

SPIRITUAL
Other Locales

CAMP SISTER SPIRIT, P.O. Box 12, Ovett,
MS 39464, Feminist education/cultural/retreat
center, www.campsisterspirit.com, email: sis—
terspir@aol.com
MCC OF THE RAINBOW, 5565 Robinson
Rd. Ext., Ste. Q, Jackson, MS 39204, (601)
372—6644, Sunday Service at 11:30 a.m.

POLITICAL
Tennessee

MEMPHIS FREETHOUGHT ALLIANCE, an
association of atheists, agnostics and secular
humanists, meets the third Sunday at the
Memphis Public Library, 3030 Poplar Ave., Room
C, call Jim Maynard at (901) 327—2677, email:
memphisfreethought@yahoo.com, wnw.geoci—
ties.com/memphisfreethought.
MEMPHIS STONEWALL DEMOCRATS, P.O.
Box 241363, Memphis, TN 38124, (901) 327—
2677. Email: migci@yahoo.com, website:
www.memphisstonewalldemocrats.org, meets
second Sunday of each moth at 2 p.m. at the
MGLCC, 892 South Cooper..
MID—SOUTH GAY & LESBIAN REPUBLI—
CANS, P.O. Box 770505, Memphis, TN 38177,
meets the third Sunday at 1 p.m. at the
MGLCC, 892 S. Cooper and meets the first
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at area restaurants,
Email: MGLR_President@yahoo.com,
www.yahoogroups.com/group/MidSouthGLR.
MEMPHIS STONEWALL DEMOCRATS,
www.geocities.com/mphsstonewallem, (901)

3

 

  

Need

someone to

talk to?

Memphis

Area

G ay

Y outh
A peer support
& discussion

group

(901) 335—MAGY  
  X 

(GAYELLOW PAGES"
INFORMING THE LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL &TRANSGENDER COMMUNITY SINCE 1973

All editions include aseparate WOMEN‘S section and a
separate ETHNIC/MULTICULTURAL section

Complete gay—friendly resources & businesses: accommodations, bars,
bookstores, dentists, doctors, lawyers, therapists, travel services,

organizations, media, religious groups, help lines & HIV/AIDS resources.
Index & fast access phone list.

USA/CANADA: $16 by first class mail: Includes all states
and provinces, plus national headquarters of
organizations, mail order companies, etc.

EAST and SOUTH Edition: $12 by first class mailAL, AR, AZ, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, HI, KS, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MO,
MS, NH, NJ, NM, NY, NC, OH, OK, PA, PR, RI, SC, TN,

TX, US Virgin is, VA, VT, WV
Find us at gay—friendly stores like
Inz & Outz, Memphis 901—728—6535

Outioud Books & Gifts, Nashville 615—340—0034
Outwrite, Atlanta 404—607—0082

and see http://gayellowpages.com/2buy.htm
For free listing application, prices, mailing labels, etc.,please send self—addressed stamped envelope toRenaissance House, PO Box 533—FF. Village Stn, NY, NY 10014Voice: 212—674—0120 Fax: 212—420—1126Email: gayellowpages@earthlink.
http://gayellowpages.com /

24—hour

telephone

hotline

(901)

274—7477 
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327—2677, email: mphsstonewalldem
@yahoo.com
TENNESSEE TRANSGENDER POLITICAL
ACTION COMMITTEE, a statewide political
lobbying organization for transgender equality,
P.O. Box 92335, Nashville, TN 37209, fax:
(615) 353—1834, email: ttgpac@aol.com, web—
site: tenntg.com

POLITICAL
Mississippi

EQUALITY MISSISSIPPI, P.O. Box 6021,
Jackson, MS 39288—6021, (601) 936 7673, you
can send an email to:
EqualityMS@EqualityMS.org, website:
www.

SPORTS
Memphis, Tennessee

BLUFF CITY SPORTS ASSOCIATION, P.O.
Box 41803, Memphis, TN 38174 1803, (901)
461—0891, email:
memphisgaysoftball@yahoo.com, Softball
league open to GLBT individuals, www.bluffci—
tysports.net
BROTHERS & SISTERS BOWLING LEAGUE,
Winchester Bowl, 3703 S. Mendenhall @
Winchester, (901) 722—5236 or (901) 465—4371.
Email: memphisgaybowlin@aol.com. This co—ed
bowling league meets every Sunday at 6 p.m.
FRONT RUNNERS MEMPHIS, Memphis‘sfirst
gay and lesbian running club, meets twice a week,
Info@FrontrunnersMemphis.org,

  

RAINBOW DIRECTORY

www.FrontrunnersMemphis.org.
OUT SPOKIN®, a group to support bicycling in
the Memphis GLBT community, email:
marty@outspokin—mem.org, website: www.out—
spokin—mem.org

WELLNESS
Memphis, Tennessee

DOCTORS
DR. DANIEL P. MARSHALL, M.D., general
practioner, 515 North Highland, (901) 323—
1200

OPTOMETRISTS
DRS. MICHAEL D. WEINBERG & JASON
DUNCAN at THE ECLECTIC EYE, 242 South
Cooper Street, (901) 276—EYES (3937)

DENTISTS
WILLIAM N. CASTLE, DDS, general dentistry,
79 North Cooper Street, Memphis, TN 38104.
Call (901) 685—5008 for an appointment.

If Your

Organization

Isn‘t Listed Here,

Give Us a Call at

(901) 682—2669

 

 

 

OFFICIALLY SANCTIONED

Black Pride 2005 Events

JACKSONVILLE FLA. — August 5—7

$T. LOUIS, Mo.— August12—14

ATLANTA GA. — September 1—5

DALLAS, TEXAS — Sept. 30—Oct. 2

BALTIMORE, MD — October 7—9

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — October 28—30
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PTERETEETE | The Original Vibrating Barb

Executive South (South)
1847 E. Brooks Road

(901) 345—0825

FANTASY
WAREHOUSE"

MEMPHIS‘ FINEST AND MOST COMPLETE ADULT ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS
Fantasy Warehouse #4 (North)

2532 N. Watkins
i (901) 358—8642

 

Fantasy Warehouse #1 (East)
191 N. White Station Road

(901) 683—9649
Fantasy Warehouse #1

Now Features Body Jewelry
By Silver Moon Concepts

OPEN Monday — Saturdays, 8 a.m. to Midnight — CLOSED Sundays & Holidays
70 FAMILY & friends August 2005
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5299 Summer Avenue
| (across from Garden Ridge)
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