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[0:00:00] 

 

Keyont’e: Good morning on the behalf of the Corners of Highland Heights. 

Highland Heights United Methodist Church in Crossroads to 

Freedom and Rhodes College. 

 

I would like to thank you for taking the time to share your story 

today.  Today is June 17, 2015.  My name is Keyonte Morris Loper 

and I attended Kingsbury High School. 

 

Layna: And my name is Layna Hayes and I attend the Collegiate School of 

Memphis. 

 

Keyont’e: Let’s start out with some basic questions about you and your life.  

Then we will ask more specific questions about the neighborhood.  

Can you please state the basic biographical information for the 

record?  What is your name? 

 

Nelle: Nelle Spence. 

 

Keyont’e: If you don’t mind me asking where were you born?  What year 

were you born? 

 

[0:01:01] 

 

Nelle: What year was I born? 1921. 

 

Keyont’e: How as it back then in 1921?  How was it back then in 1921? 

 

Nelle: How was what? 

 

Keyont’e: Like back the year when you was born, like remember when you 

was little? 

 

Nelle: I was born in the small country town of Williston, Tennessee, 

which is about five miles from Summerville, Tennessee in Fayette 

County, and I was the second child in my family. 

 

Keyont’e: Where were you born and raised? 

 

Nelle: I was – I don’t remember when I left Fayette County and moved to 

[0:02:00] Memphis but I was living here until I was six years old.  My father 

worked for Clarence Saunders, it’s in a grocery store. 

 

And when Clarence Saunders lost everything, well my father lost 
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his job and we moved back to Fayette County and I was in the 

second grade. 

 

Keyont’e: What was it like to transition to – from the neighborhood back to 

Fayette County?  What was it like?  When you had -- 

 

Nelle: There’s no comparison.  I was in Memphis.  I was in Peabody 

School in the second grade and then moved and then we were 

living in a duplex near the fairgrounds, and then when we moved 

[0:03:00] to Summerville we were just in a country house with a well and no 

inside plumbing or anything.  So it was quite a change. 

 

Keyont’e: What is your occupation? 

 

Nelle: Retired. 

 

Keyont’e: Since you retired, what else do you do besides being at home? 

 

Nelle: Well, I volunteer a lot at different – at the library.  I do a lot of 

church work. 

 

Keyont’e: What do you do when you volunteer at the library, at church or the 

hospital? 

 

Nelle: Okay, at the church every week I deliver donated food to 

Binghampton, to a church over there, and I also attend Church 

Women United.  I’m the representative of that. 

[0:04:00] 

And at the hospital I only volunteer one day a month in Hospital 

Auxiliary Bazaar at Methodist University, where we sell donated 

items and candy because the vending machines don’t have candy 

anymore, so we do a big sale of candy in the Bazaar. 

 

Keyont’e: How is it like a volunteer, do you like it, volunteering then since 

you retired? 

 

Nelle: I love the day that I go because I see the same, the employees of 

the hospital and also this family of patients and I consider myself a 

people person, so I really like meeting them. 

 

Keyont’e: If you don’t mind me asking, did you ever marry?  Did you marry? 

[0:05:03] 

 

Nelle: Have I been married? 

 

Keyont’e: Yes, ma’am. 
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Nelle: Yes, I was married and had two children, and was divorced in ’56, 

and then I married again later and was divorced later.  I’ve been 

single since 1978. 

 

Keyont’e: If you don’t mind me asking what is your children’s names?  What 

are their names? 

 

Nelle: My son is Larry Michael Spence and he is 69, and my daughter is 

Elizabeth Spence and she is 60.  She works – she is a nurse and is a 

nurse manager at Memphis University, Memphis Methodist Le 

Bonheur. 

 

[0:06:00] 

 

Keyont’e: What does your son work for, if you don’t mind me asking the 

question?  What does your son work for? 

 

Nelle: My son? 

 

Keyont’e: Yes, ma’am. 

 

Nelle: He’s in business for himself.  He’s in – have you ever watched the 

Super Bowl? 

 

Keyont’e: Sometimes. 

 

Nelle: Okay, you’re like me, sometimes.  I think that probably his biggest 

job every year is getting the stage set up for the halftime show at 

the Super Bowl.  He and a team are responsible for getting the 

stage up and down. 

 

And I’m always – usually don’t care about the game but I just want 

to be sure that stage gets up on time and down on time. 

 

Keyont’e: What was your spouse’s name and occupation? 

 

Nelle: My, for --? 

 

Keyont’e: Your first husband, like what was his occupation? 

[0:07:00] 

 

Nelle: Oh, my first husband, is that what you’re asking? 

 

Keyont’e: Yes, ma’am. 
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Nelle: He was a plant manager at Western Textile and after we were 

married in ’42 and then he went in the service.  He was officer and 

was in the ordinance part and most of his time in the army was 

spent in small manufacturers in the northeast, getting men set up to 

make stuff for the war effort. 

 

Keyont’e: Ma’am, a couple of minutes ago you was talking about your 

[0:08:00] second husband where you got remarried at the age of 56.  What 

did he work for, your second husband? 

 

Nelle: He was a self-employed painter, house painter, not portraits. 

 

Keyont’e: What was it like for him when he was painting?  Like when he was 

painting houses, do you mind if I ask what was it like? 

 

Nelle: Like me? 

 

Keyont’e: Yes, ma’am. 

 

Nelle: Because I was working also, so I worked retired from social 

security in 1984.  So it was okay, but I think people that are self-

employed, I really admire them because I have to know what 

amount I’m gonna have every week, not self-employed.  You 

never know 

 

[0:09:00] 

 

Keyont’e: Okay, do you have children?  What were their names?  I know you 

told me a few minutes ago but I gotta ask the question again. 

 

Nelle: That’s okay.  I have two children.  I feel like I had two only 

childrens because Larry was nine years old when Beth was born 

but they both were good children and I’m glad that – I’m proud of 

both of them. 

 

Keyont’e: What school did they attend? 

 

Nelle: Treadwell.  Treadwell, for 12 years, both of them. 

 

Keyont’e: Now let’s talk a little about your experience growing up.  Can you 

tell me about the neighborhood you grew up in? 

 

Nelle: Well the neighborhood I grew up in was Summerville, Tennessee, 

[0:10:00] when I moved back there and it was just a great neighborhood.  

The kids played outside.  We made mud pies and girls got out 

paper dolls and it was just a small town happy time. 
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Keyont’e: Back then did everybody like know each other? 

 

Nelle: Yes, and there were – in my age group there were probably only 

six or eight people that lived right in Summerville and we were all 

very close. 

 

Then later when the high school was consolidated, of course we 

got to know people, you know, that were spread through the 

[0:11:00] county, like in Oakland and Moscow and other towns in Fayette 

County. 

 

Keyont’e: When y’all spread did y’all like still talk to each other?  When 

y’all had spread did y’all like still talk to each other, like on the 

phone or --? 

 

Nelle: You mean now or – I didn’t understand the question. 

 

Keyont’e: From the past and now, from back then until today, until today, do 

y’all still talk? 

 

Nelle: Well back then of course we talked to each other but then once we 

graduated from high school and everybody went to different 

places, and so there wasn’t – we weren’t as close after we were out 

of school. 

 

Keyont’e: Okay. 

 

Nelle: As we were while we went in high school. 

 

Keyont’e: What was your home life like? 

 

Nelle: Well it was fine.  My mother had – I’d say it was fine.  My mother 

[0:12:00] was sick a lot and she died when I was 13 and she had been sick 

with tuberculosis for a long time. 

 

So I kinda grew up with my – her sick and daddy was working and 

then my aunts would come and cook and take care of us. 

 

Keyont’e: How was it like when your mother had passed away? 

 

Nelle: I’m sorry? 

 

Keyont’e: How was it like when your mother had passed away? 

 

Nelle: It was a very bad time because my brother and – I had one brother 
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[0:13:00] and we were separated because my daddy, after my mother died, 

my daddy took a job in Mississippi, and we were just left there in 

Summerville. 

 

And I went with one aunt and my mother’s sister and he went to 

my father’s sister, and to live with.  So we were separated then.  

This was in 1936. 

 

Keyont’e: So when you all was separated did y’all ever felt like you was 

alone, like when you was separated from your family? 

 

Nelle: Yes, well the aunt I lived with had three children.  So they, even to 

this day they were like more like my siblings and my brother was 

not happy with anyone that he was with. 

[0:14:00]  

And finally he did, my father remarried.  I’ve forgotten when and 

he went back to – and lived with my father. 

 

Keyont’e: And this question, who were your parents and what were they like? 

 

Nelle: I don’t know what you want. 

 

Keyont’e: Like who were your parents and what were they like? 

 

Nelle: Who were my parents? 

 

Keyont’e: Yes, ma’am. 

 

Nelle: Okay, my parents were Euphrey Edwards Johnson who grew up in 

Summerville and she played the piano by ear and I always wanted 

to and I couldn’t, because I can’t even carry a tune. 

 

[0:15:00] And my father always worked in the store and it was very nice.  

We would drive and come from Summerville to Memphis.  I don’t 

know how many times a year but we would, and I remember when 

we would come on Highway 70 and I would be so happy when we 

got to Orr’s Corner because we were nearly to Memphis. 

 

Orr’s Corner was what is now Summer Mendenhall which was 

way out in the country at that time. 

 

Keyont’e: Okay, like when you was traveling did y’all have any stores to 

shop at to get something to eat when you was traveling? 

 

Nelle: We would always stop at Orr’s Corner and had a Coke and 
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[0:16:00] probably cheese and crackers, or something like that before we got 

all the way in to Memphis, like to the fairgrounds. 

 

Keyont’e: What schools did you attend from grade school to high school? 

 

Nelle: Okay, I attended Peabody School in the first grade, part of the 

second grade in elementary school in Summerville in Fayette 

County High School.  I graduated from there in 1938. 

 

I came to Memphis and went to Memphis School of Commerce for 

a business college and then went to work. 

[0:17:00] 

 

Keyont’e: Okay, well you did not mention a middle school.  If you don’t 

mind me asking like what did --? 

 

Nelle: Say? 

 

Keyont’e: The middle school, what did – what was the school? 

 

Nelle: It wasn’t a middle school back then.  You went one through eight 

and graduated from the eighth grade, and then you had four years 

of high school.  So middle school is something I didn’t know about 

and I don’t think my children went to middle school even. 

 

When did middle school start?  Highland Middle School, I don’t 

remember. 

 

Keyont’e: ’76? 

 

Nelle: Because there was – oh, it was junior high.  My children went to, 

not me but they went to junior high. 

 

Keyont’e: What was school like for you? 

[0:18:04] 

 

Nelle: I loved it and it was – and I made good grades and I just liked 

going to school and reading.  I – a great reader, I loved to read. 

 

Keyont’e: How was it like when you was – how was the classrooms like back 

then from today, the classrooms? 

 

Nelle: Well of course there weren’t as many people, you know.  The 

classes were smaller.  The choices of what you could take in high 

school when I went as a freshman you could either have Science or 
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[0:19:00] Latin, not both, and then you had to – as a freshman you had to 

have Algebra and English, and you could choose then the other 

one. 

 

And it was just – I don’t – I think that the students now had much 

better choices than you know, because I remember when they first 

had typing in the high school.  That was a big difference. 

 

Keyont’e: One more following question.  Were there any teachers that stood 

out to you in school? 

 

Nelle: That what? 

 

Keyont’e: Were there any other teachers that stood out to you in school like 

that motivated you, they helped you, like they push you to pass, to 

[0:20:00] get through school? 

 

Nelle: Well, I’m not sure that I understand what you mean but I didn’t 

have any trouble in school and chose to take Latin and French and 

I just – you know, knew all of the teachers and liked all of them. 

 

Keyont’e: What I was trying to say is this, did you have like --? 

 

Nelle: I think they just wanted me to stop talking. 

 

Keyont’e: [Laughter.] Okay.  How did segregation impact your educational 

experience?  Segregational, how did it ever like – how did it 

[0:21:00] educate – how did segregation impact your educational 

experience? 

 

Nelle: How did what? 

 

Keyont’e: Segregation, like split up from whites from blacks? 

 

Nelle: I’m not sure that I know what you are asking. 

 

Keyont’e: Say for example like you know how slave time was, then you 

move into the 1900s you have like, they split up like African-

Americans and Caucasians, like in separate schools? 

 

Nelle: They went to separate schools when I went to school but some of 

my best friends were African-Americans that lived out where my 

grandfather lived, and their aunt and uncle lived on a farm out 

[0:22:00] from Summerville.  In fact, their children, I still see today. 
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Keyont’e: So how did it impact your educational experience, like when you 

was through in school? 

 

Nelle: It didn’t affect me, my going to school because there was the 

school for the black people, as they said, and there were our 

schools, and never the twain should meet back then. 

 

So I mean there was no question then about it.  I don’t know if that 

answers your question but -- 

 

Keyont’e: It did.  What church did you attend?  What church is your – what is 

your church like? 

[0:23:00] 

 

Nelle: I attend the Methodist Church, St. Steven, at the corner of Macon 

and Graham, which is in the Highland Heights area. 

 

Keyont’e: What is your church like? 

 

Nelle: Small and getting smaller, because that area was back until World 

War II where Highland Heights and Berclair are now is mostly 

farmland and the – it was built, all of the – so many of the homes 

were built out there when the soldiers were coming back from 

World War II with the GI Bill. 

 

[0:24:00] 

 

Keyont’e: How long have you been attending – how long have you been 

attending a church from the past, from the 1960s or ‘30s until 

now? 

 

Nelle: I’ve been attending a Methodist Church and I did in Summerville, 

and I’d been to Jackson Avenue and St. Steven here, the only ones 

I’ve been a member of. 

 

Keyont’e: Was your church active in any race – okay.  Was your church 

active in any racial -- 

 

Layna: Racial movements. 

 

Keyont’e: Racial movements like you know, how like when they had the 

march for segregation and when Dr. Martin Luther King came to 

Memphis? 

[0:25:00] 

 

Nelle: No, my church was not in that. 
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Keyont’e: Okay.  Can you share some of your – can you share some of your 

memories from your childhood that influenced you later on in life? 

 

Nelle: I’m sorry. 

 

Keyont’e: Could you share some of your memories from childhood that 

influenced you later on in life? 

 

Nelle: Of course, you always have memories as a child that, you know, 

that you remember things that you were told and how to act and 

how not to act. 

 

So which I tried to – tried to give my children.  Sometimes I don’t 

think I did a good job but then maybe they do. 

[0:26:00] 

 

Keyont’e: What kind of memories did you have from the past until now that 

influenced you later on until now, to this day? 

 

Nelle: What kind of memories do I have that do what? 

 

Keyont’e: That influence you now like the memories that influence you now 

to this day, to right now, today. 

 

Nelle: Let’s see.  You find out it’s the older you get, the more you 

remember things when you were little and so there are just lots of 

memories that you recall. 

 

Right now I can’t think of any special ones that – when I was in 

[0:27:00] school the – we used to have a day that we came to, when the fair 

was going on.  The bus would come and we would get to come to 

the fair one day. 

 

And the Christmas parade in Memphis, we’d get to come to things 

in Memphis. 

 

Keyont’e: Okay.  Let’s talk about how life in Highland Heights used to be.  

What does Highland Heights means to you? 

 

Nelle: Well it’s certainly changed over the years.  When I first moved to 

the area was in 1940.  In 1940, and I lived with a friend and her 

[0:28:00] family in a duplex where the National Avenue Post Office is now. 

 

And I’ve seen many changes; some good, some bad but I think it’s 

a great community myself and it’s hard for me to believe that 
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Binghampton was not even in the city until 1919, and in the ‘50s it 

was in the ‘50s before Highland was even in the city. 

 

Keyont’e: Before Binghampton came along what was it like, before it came 

along? 

 

Nelle: Well, when I think of Binghampton, I think of Button and where 

[0:29:00] the train – it used to be a train depot over there, not far from UM 

now, close to Binghampton. 

 

Of course I’m over there every week now and it has changed too 

but thank goodness, I think Broad Street has really done a lot to 

improve Binghampton. 

 

Keyont’e: You mentioned that there were good changes.  Can you indicate 

more on the positive changes? 

 

Nelle: Changes of what’s better now than it was? 

 

Keyont’e: Yes, ma’am, like that. 

 

Nelle: Well, I don’t know if anything is really better than it was.  It’s 

[0:30:00] different.  For instance on Summer Avenue from National to 

Highland, the street car used to come down National and turn 

around in National Cemetery. 

 

It doesn’t – that’s a change and I’m not – I don’t know that it’s any 

better than it doesn’t go but -- and there were – it goes through and 

back then people rode the bus a lot and the streetcars because the 

people, there weren’t as many cars per family as there are now. 

[0:31:00]  

I kinda miss that in the movies so close.  It used to be Bristol 

Movie right there between National and Highland. 

 

Keyont’e: Okay, last question.  What was Highland Heights like in the ‘60s 

and ‘70s? 

 

Nelle: ‘60s and ‘70s, well, I don’t know what to say what they were like 

in the ‘60s and ‘70s any more than any other place because I 

worked all the time. 

 

And I was not that much involved in anything but going to work 

and the grocery and to church, and that was about it and taking 

[0:32:00] care of a child.  So I can’t tell you exactly how the ‘60s and ‘70s 

were. 
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Keyont’e: Okay.  What was going on in around Highland Heights in the ‘60s 

and ’70?  Like what was going on in the ‘60s and ‘70s around 

Highland Heights? 

 

Nelle: Well it seemed to me the ‘60s bring up the Vietnam War and my 

son served two tours of duty over there and I’m sorry, I just – 

that’s all I can tell you about the ‘60s and ‘70s.  They, it just – the 

same as were going on anywhere, I would guess. 

 

[0:33:00] 

 

Keyont’e: Can you tell me more about the Vietnam War? 

 

Nelle: What do you want to know about the Vietnam War? 

 

Keyont’e: Anything that you could come up with?  How was it like? 

 

Nelle: Well my son was in the Cavalry and served two tours over there.  

One as a search and rescue person and that was really a hard time 

for me because he was – I heard from him a lot but thank goodness 

he came through both tours with no physical – once I think that he 

[0:34:00] probably has suffered some from all the time he spent over there as 

most soldiers do, I guess. 

 

Keyont’e: Okay, one more question, Ms. Spence.  Were there any protests 

against the war in Memphis? 

 

Nelle: I’m sure there were but I don’t – I was not aware.  I mean they 

were where I was, so I’m sure there were some but I didn’t know 

was not aware of that.  I was too busy worrying about my interest, 

I guess. 

 

Keyont’e: Next question.  What significance did Treadwell High School have 

[0:35:00] on the – on this community some years ago? 

 

Nelle: Did what? 

 

Keyont’e: Treadwell High School have on this community some years ago?  

What significance? 

 

Nelle: What did the high school --? 

 

Keyont’e: Have on this community some years ago on the Highland Heights 

community, like in the past? 
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Nelle: I don’t – Treadwell and Kingsbury I think were the two schools 

that I knew about and they were always very competitive in 

everything. 

 

I was most aware of the basketball competition and they both were 

good schools and I hear from someone at my church that there is a 

[0:36:00] 50th reunion of – at Kingsbury in September. 

 

Keyont’e: Okay, just one more following question.  What do you mean like 

there was competitive like did they have soccer back in the past? 

 

Nelle: I’m sorry? 

 

Keyont’e: Did they have soccer back in the past, like all kinds, all types of 

sports for diversity? 

 

Nelle: Did they have all kinds of sports when? 

 

Keyont’e: On the – like a Treadwell and Kingsbury?  Was they – when you 

mentioned a few minutes ago when they was competitive. 

 

Nelle: Mmm-hmm. 

 

Keyont’e: You was talking about like basketball, baseball and --? 

 

Nelle: Basketball and football and baseball and just the only thing that is 

[0:37:00] different was that girls did not play sports in high school in 

Memphis until after – it was in the ‘70s I believe it changed, that 

they could have – girls could play basketball and volleyball or 

whatever. 

 

Keyont’e: Okay, what kinds of improvements, if any, what – what? 

 

Layna: What kind of improvements, if any, do you want to see in your 

neighborhood? 

 

Nelle: Goodness, every neighborhood could stand improving, I guess, and 

[0:38:00] I’m very fortunate that there’s two blocks of Mayfair that I live on 

are – have I think that one is one house that’s vacant and I would 

just, you know, like part. 

 

I personally have not been bothered by crime on my street but I 

know that it’s all over, but I don’t think that crime is just in 

Highland Heights or Berclair, and it’s everywhere and you can’t 

hide.  As they say, you can run but you can’t hide, yeah. 
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[0:39:00] 

 

Layna: Were the people in the Heights different than they are now back 

then? 

 

Nelle: Well yes, the – I don’t know that they’re really different, that it’s 

more diverse.  The neighborhood is more diverse now than it was 

prior to the ‘60s but I don’t think that’s a bad thing. 

[0:40:00]  

And I find that so many people in the Heights and Berclair too, 

older people have died, are moved to nursing homes.  The children 

have moved out, which has left the churches with smaller 

congregations than they had at one time. 

 

Layna: Do you feel like you have any close bonds with the people in your 

neighborhood? 

 

Nelle: Yes. 

 

Layna: Okay. 

 

Nelle: I do.  I really felt like it the day I fell and everyone came to see 

what the fire engine was doing at my house but – and I’ve been 

[0:41:00] there in the house from 1948, and there are two families across the 

street and then down the street that have been there that length of 

time also. 

 

So and I know most nearly everyone on the street.  Some of the 

rental people, I don’t know but we speak and as they pass by. 

 

Layna: What do you think the reputation of the Highland Heights area is? 

 

Nelle: Well it depends on who you talk to.  You know, I don’t think that 

it doesn’t compare with probably German Town or Cordova but I 

[0:42:00] think it’s a good community to be in.  I’m happy there. 

 

Layna: Do you think it has changed any, the reputation? 

 

Nelle: Again, it depends on who you ask.  Yes, I’m sure that the 

reputation is not as good as it was probably 10 years ago or even 

20, but then I’m not sure that some other sections had not suffered 

reputation-wise. 

 

Layna: Do you think the damage to the reputation was caused mostly by 

crime? 
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Nelle: Well, entire, yes, I would think that’s it. 

 

Keyont’e: Where are some places in Highland Heights that makes it a better 

[0:43:00] place? 

 

Nelle: A place that make it --? 

 

Keyont’e: A better place in Highland Heights? 

 

Nelle: Well, it has, I guess it has about everything that you would need.  

You don’t have to go out of Highland Heights for much of 

anything; maybe a movie or a concert but other than that I think 

you could – you have grocery stores and libraries and drug stores, 

and I think that would be the only thing; not have as good 

[0:44:00] entertainment as you would in German Town, say. 

 

Keyont’e: What kind of entertainment did y’all have when you was younger? 

 

Nelle: That Highland Heights had? 

 

Keyont’e: Yes, ma’am. 

 

Nelle: Now, if they had any entertainment, I don’t know.  They of course 

had a movie there and then but I don’t – we didn’t, to my 

knowledge, have a park or a place where we could go and have 

concerts and things, but that may be something they have, I wasn’t 

aware of. 

 

[0:45:00] 

 

Keyont’e: What is the best thing about Highland Heights? 

 

Nelle: The best thing about it, well the best thing I think about it are the 

people and the churches, and that it is a diverse community. 

 

Keyont’e: Something like – what do you mean by diverse?  Like different 

type of races, different types of foods, like --? 

 

Nelle: Well as we had African-Americans and I’m not gonna say 

Mexicans because it’s not – I guess Latino would be better to say 

because there are people from Guatemala and El Salvador and 

[0:46:00] everything, and whites and to my knowledge, they get along well 

together.  The language might be – barrier might be the worst 

thing.  It is for me. 
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Keyont’e: One more thing, one more follow-up question.  Based on Highland 

Heights, how do you think about the communities, like the 

community center, everybody got along, went to the community 

center, playing with each other, soccer, basketball. 

 

Nelle: What do I think about community? 

 

Keyont’e: Yes, ma’am, about the best thing in Highland Heights? 

 

Nelle: I didn’t hear what you said.  I’m sorry. 

 

Keyont’e: Like say for example the community center, like how they go play 

basketball, soccer, baseball, then all the other sports, do you think 

[0:47:00] it’s the best thing about Highland Heights too with the diversity at 

the park and they learn different languages? 

 

Nelle: I think that’s a good idea to have a community center.  Yes, that 

can be a great help. 

 

Layna: What do you think would make the Heights a better place? 

 

Nelle: Oh goodness, I’m sure greater minds than mine would have to 

work on that but less crime and maybe more activities for the 

community as a whole, are the two things that come to mind.  

When I get home I’ll probably think of a dozen other things. 

 

Keyont’e: Do you think if it makes – do you think will more churches make 

[0:48:00] Highland Heights a better place? 

 

Nelle: Well, it’s not the churches that make it a better place.  It’s the 

people and their faith that they have that make it a better place. 

 

Keyont’e: Any more questions about the experience of growing up, okay.  Is 

there one thing that could be changed in Highland Heights? 

 

Nelle: You want me to tell you what the one thing is?  I have not a clue 

what one thing.  I mean but – I don’t – everyone working together 

would be one thing which is all I can think of right now. 

 

Keyont’e: How about more community centers and more churches, getting 

[0:49:00] more churches involved in different type of activities? 

 

Nelle: I don’t think we need any more churches.  There’s one on every 

corner, already and in fact I was trying to give someone directions 

to my house and she got lost, and I said well, where are you? 
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And said I think I’m at Macon and Grant, and I said well, is there a 

church there?  And she said no but there are three churches right 

here on the corner. 

 

I said well, you’re at the right place, just turn left at the stop light.  

So I don’t think more churches there but we’re getting a new 

[0:50:00] minister and I’m hoping that we, as a church get a little bit more 

involved in the community than we have been the past 10 years. 

 

Keyont’e: If you could keep one thing from the past of Highland Heights, 

what would it be? 

 

Nelle: That’s a hard question to answer because I find that everything that 

is okay and of course now with cars and even the buses that we 

[0:51:00] have you can get somewhere but I don’t know how to answer that, 

sorry. 

 

Keyont’e: Let’s make it more easier, like just say one memory.  One memory, 

if you could keep about Highland Heights, what memory, what 

would it be? 

 

Nelle: One what? 

 

Keyont’e: One memory, like something like you will remember forever, like 

one memory of Highland Heights? 

 

Nelle: There’s one word in there that I didn’t hear. 

 

Keyont’e: One memory like that you can like remember about Highland 

Heights, just one thing that you will keep like forever? 

 

Nelle: Well, the thing of course I remember is that I had both of my 

children there and they both were baptized there.  They both went 

to school there and I’m really pleased that they did have that 

[0:52:00] experience. 

 

Keyont’e: Okay. 

 

Layna: Is there any advice you want to give the youth of Highland 

Heights? 

 

Nelle: Well, I guess it’s because I think the youth are doing pretty good in 

Highland Heights and like yesterday there were two different 

groups that came by the house asking about vacation, did I have 

any children that go to vacation bible school or anything. 
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And Highland Park is down there by one of the churches and there 

are plenty of things the youth can do in Highland Heights and get 

[0:53:00] involved in, and I think that’s a good thing. 

 

Keyont’e: Okay, how will you compare living in x-numbers of cities to 

Memphis, to living in Memphis? 

 

Nelle: How would I what? 

 

Keyont’e: Like how you said a couple of minutes ago you lived in Fayette 

County, how you compare it to Memphis, living in Memphis? 

 

Nelle: Well right now, when I lived in Fayette County it was one of the 

poorest counties in Tennessee.  Now they have million dollar 

homes out there and I just am blown away by that fact. 

[0:54:00]  

Now that’s one big change that so many people have moved out to 

Fayette County and they have huge homes. 

 

Keyont’e: Okay.  How would you compare race relations in Memphis then 

and now?  What has changed?  What has not, about the race 

relations? 

 

Nelle: Well, I don’t know.  See, I can only speak for myself because – but 

[0:55:00] I think the race relations in Memphis, for the most part are better 

than they were when I was in Fayette County, because at that time, 

and I’ve forgotten right now the name of it. 

 

Do you remember Mr. Morton, when they had the tent city out 

there and that -- 

 

Mr. Morton: Back in the ‘60s yeah, with registration, yeah. 

 

Nelle: It was just terrible.  They weren’t allowed to vote and it was awful.  

So that’s all I have to compare the two cities with.  I can think of 

that and I don’t think Memphis was ever that bad. 

 

Keyont’e: Okay.  We appreciate all the information you share with us this 

morning and as we conclude this interview, is there any advice you 

would like to leave with the younger generation of Highland 

Heights? 

 

Nelle: Now see, I didn’t hear the last.  What? 

[0:56:00] 

 



 Sequence 01 Page 19 of 19 
 Keyont’e Morris, Layna Hayes, Nelle Spence  

 

www.verbalink.com  Page 19 of 19 
 

Keyont’e: Is there any advice you would like to leave with the younger 

generation of Highland Heights? 

 

Nelle: Just keep up the good work. 

 

Layna: Is there anything that you would like to add that we haven’t 

covered? 

 

Nelle: I can’t think of a thing that I could add that would help anybody. 

 

Layna: Well, thank you for participating in the Crossroads to Freedom 

Project. 

 

Nelle: Well, thank you guys again.  I hope I haven’t just blown the image 

of Highland Heights [laughter.] 

 

[0:56:43] 

 

 [End of Audio] 


