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a[0:00:00] 

 

Interviewer: Hello.  My name is Caroline Hibbert. 

 

Interviewer: And my name is Diana Lemus. 

 

Interviewer: And on behalf of Crossroads to Freedom and the Center for 

Transforming Communities we’d like to thank you for sharing 

your story today.  

 

Interviewer: What is your name? 

 

Interviewee: Barbara Skelton. 

 

Interviewer: Where were you born and raised? 

 

Interviewee: I was born in Dalton, Georgia but I was raised in Memphis, 

Tennessee. 

 

Interviewer: When did you move to Memphis? 

 

Interviewee: We moved to Memphis probably when I was about five years old. 

 

Interviewer: Did you move to the Highland Heights neighborhood when you 

moved here? 

 

Interviewee: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: What school did you attend? 

 

Interviewee: I attended Treadwell. 

 

Interviewer: For how many years? 

 

Interviewee: Twelve years. 

 

Interviewer: What year did you graduate in? 

 

Interviewee: 1957. 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  So we’ve been talking to a lot of Treadwell alumni and 

most of them have been describing Treadwell when they went 

there as kind of a big family.  Did you feel that way? 

 

Interviewee: Absolutely. 
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Interviewer: Could you elaborate a little on that, some of your experiences? 

 

[0:01:00] 

 

Interviewee: In our class we probably had 300 plus students and even though it 

was a large class we were all – felt like we was knew most 

everybody.  We was closer to some than others but it was just one 

big, happy family. 

 

Interviewer: What activities were you involved in when you were at Treadwell? 

 

Interviewee: I was an office assistant.  I was in the 12 year club and a member 

of the Tri-High Why.  Right now that’s all I can think of.  At that 

time the YMCA was very big in our neighborhood and they had 

different activities over there. 

 

Interviewer: Did religion play a large role in your life growing up? 

 

Interviewee: It did in my life.  I attended church regularly and still attend 

Highland Heights Baptist Church, all my life. 

 

Interviewer: So you attended Highland Heights Baptist Church when you were 

a child? 

 

Interviewee: Right. 

 

Interviewer: And growing up? 

 

Interviewee: Still go there. 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  Did you work or are you – what was your occupation? 

 

[0:02:00] 

 

Interviewee: When I graduated from high school I didn’t go to college and I 

went to work at Walt Zinn Union Planners Bank, now Regions 

Bank.  I worked there till my first child was born and stayed home 

probably about, oh, 12 years and then I went back to work 

downtown in the different cotton companies down on Front Street. 

 

Interviewer: Did your children also attend Treadwell? 

 

Interviewee: Yes, both of them.  I’ve had two girls and they both went to 

Treadwell.  

 

Interviewer: Did they both graduate from there? 
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Interviewee: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: What years were-was that? 

 

Interviewee: I don’t know.  That’s awful.  One of them graduated in 1980 and 

the other one probably was about ’83. 

 

Interviewer: ’83, okay.  So at that point obviously when you were going there 

they hadn’t really experienced any integration ______. 

 

 [Crosstalk] 

 

[0:03:00] 

 

Interviewee: Not when I was going there.  They did at the end of the – when my 

girls were going there the change had started before they 

graduated. 

 

Interviewer: So did you notice that that had any effects on them or effects on 

any of their peers or parents of people who were going there? 

 

Interviewee: At that time I didn’t.  It was a smooth transition back then.  It 

seemed to be to me because my girls graduated from there. 

 

Interviewer: I did read about – I was wondering if you knew about the walk-

outs that happened.  White students would get up.  One time during 

a talent show because a group of black students were playing and a 

white group had already been interrupted. 

 

Interviewee: I don’t recall any of that.  Now I’m not saying it didn’t happen but 

I don’t recall any of that happening that I knew about at Treadwell. 

 

[0:04:00] 

 

Interviewer: Okay.  So did you get the same sense when your daughters were 

going to Treadwell that it was kind of a family or did you think 

that things had changed somewhat? 

 

Interviewee: Well I think it had changed some than when I went to school. 

 

Interviewer: Can you elaborate a little on that?  Were there just more kids? 

 

Interviewee: No, I don’t think it was quite as many kids as when I went to 

school but some of the people had moved further out in the county 

and were going to county schools.  A lot of people did. 
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Interviewer: Do you still live in Highland Heights now? 

 

Interviewee: I still live in Highland Heights. 

 

Interviewer: So you decided to stay here and not move out to different county 

schools.  Are you glad you kind of stayed put while the population 

was kind of shifting? 

 

Interviewee: Well I’m happy where I’m at and it’s home.  I live next door to 

where I grew up and I took care of my mom till she passed away 

and that was very convenient.   

 

[0:05:00] 

 

 Our block is a real good, stable block with different ethnics and we 

all get along.  We just have a good neighborhood at my house. 

 

Interviewer: So you would say you know a lot of your neighbors and have a 

good communication with them? 

 

Interviewee: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: Our past interviewer actually made reference to the fact that he 

didn’t really know his neighbors anymore and growing up there 

was much more kind of a sense of community.  You knew who 

lived next to you, you talk to them a lot.  But you feel like you’ve 

maintained that at least on your block? 

 

Interviewee: Oh my block, I’ve got a real good block.  I guess that’s why I’ve 

remained there.  We’ve got good neighbors and we all friendly.  

We’ve had no problems.  That’s what matters is if you’re happy 

and safe, feel safe. 

 

Interviewer: Do you recall I guess throughout this – maybe ‘60s, ‘70s, ‘80s any 

major changes that happened in the Highland Heights 

neighborhood?   

 

[0:06:00] 

 

 Were there any kind of events that stand out in your mind as 

periods of transition? 

 

Interviewee: I really can’t recall.  I’m sure there has been.  Mainly different 

neighborhoods had different killings in them but I just stay in my 

neighborhood.  We’ve been safe and happy in our neighborhood. 
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Interviewer: Can you describe some of your involvement with the Highland 

Heights Baptist Church like what you’re kind of doing now?  Are 

you doing any community outreach with them, volunteer? 

 

Interviewee: Right now?  You mean my activities in the church? 

 

Interviewer: Mm-hmm. 

 

Interviewee: I am the head of the pre-school nursery youth.  I guess you’d call 

me the church hostess.   

 

[0:07:00] 

 

 We used to have Wednesday night suppers and we no longer have 

those but if we have any kind of fellowships or events I’d do the 

food and all that.  Outreach, we have done Halloween carnivals.  

We’ve done lot parties.  We’ve had fish fries.  We’ve had different 

events trying to enlist people who don’t know the Lord. 

 

Interviewer: Have you had any involvement – I know some people at Highland 

Heights United Methodist have been involved with the ______ 

Zone and the corners, the Center for Transforming Communities.  

Have you been involved with that or your church? 

 

Interviewee: I personally have not.  Our church, people in our church, the 

Burgess’, they’re involved with them. 

 

Interviewer: Do you feel like there are a lot of young people involved in your 

church or do you feel like it’s kind of lacking right now? 

 

Interviewee: Right now I think it’s lacking.   

 

[0:08:00] 

 

 We have had young people in the past but at this particular time I 

think it’s lacking. 

 

Interviewer: Are there any kind of incentives or things you can think of that 

might want to bring more young people in maybe? 

 

Interviewee: Well right now we do not have a youth director and when we have 

a youth director he has planned activities for them and fellowships.  

It seems like that brings them out.  They’re more eager to come 

during that time. 
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Interviewer: So do you think if more young people were involved it would be 

beneficial for the community as a whole? 

 

Interviewee: Oh definitely.  Yes, definitely. 

 

Interviewer: So we are talking a little about this sanitation strikes in 1968 

earlier.  Do you have any personal memories about that time or 

anything that affected you during that time? 

 

[0:09:00] 

 

Interviewee: I remember the strike and I remember when Dr. King was killed.  I 

remember the city was placed under curfew.  I don’t know what 

time it began, 5:00 or 6:00.  We couldn’t leave our – get out of our 

neighborhoods.  It was a scary time.  It was a sad time. 

 

Interviewer: Do you remember anyone kind of voicing any kind of opinions 

about being on behalf of the sanitation workers or on behalf of 

Mayor Loeb at the time? 

 

Interviewee: I remember just what I saw on TV.  Personally I don’t remember. 

 

Interviewer: How was maybe your family or your community maybe affected 

by the assassination of Dr. King? 

 

[0:10:00] 

 

Interviewee: How was we affected? 

 

Interviewer: Yeah. 

 

Interviewee: I think everyone was in shock and in shock that it happened here in 

Memphis.  Besides the tragedy of his death it didn’t set well with 

the people in Memphis. 

 

Interviewer: Did this neighborhood at all come together during that time, during 

the strike or during the time that he was killed?  Were there any 

type of participation or any type of gathering with the 

neighborhood? 

 

Interviewee: I don’t recall it being.  At that time my children were little and 

when the children are little that’s what you think about, you know, 

keeping them safe.  I don’t recall any type of activities that were 

for people coming together. 

 

[0:11:00] 
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Interviewer: We already discussed Treadwell but how do you mainly think your 

children’s experience growing up in the neighborhood differed 

from yours? 

 

Interviewee: Well when they grew up the neighborhood really hadn’t changed 

that much as it has now.  They still had friends that they went to 

school and church with just like I did.  Really when they grew up – 

my children are older now – I don’t think it had changed that 

much. 

 

Interviewer: Do they live outside of the neighborhood now? 

 

Interviewee: Yes.  Well one lives off of Highland over by the grain line and 

another one lives in Bartlett. 

 

Interviewer: So do you have any kind of I guess advice for kids nowadays, 

maybe getting involved, maybe improving the community? 

 

[0:12:00] 

 

Interviewee: I think that if children could get involved in a church and church 

activities and parents need to see that their children are in church 

or some kind of church activities and they just need to watch some 

of their peers and some of the peer pressure because I think 

children nowadays are under a whole lot of peer pressure. 

 

Interviewer: How does the neighborhood affect your life? 

 

Interviewee: How does the neighborhood affect my life?  Well I guess it’s just a 

part of my life.  My neighborhood, my home and my church and of 

course my children and grandchildren are just a part of my life.  I 

used to participate in a neighborhood watch.  We don’t no longer 

have that and we had meetings once a month but we don’t have 

them any longer. 

 

[0:13:00] 

 

Interviewer: What happened to the neighborhood watch? 

 

Interviewee: I really don’t know.  The head of it, I don’t know what – I really 

can’t say what happened.  I don’t know.  But we used to meet 

regularly across the street or meet at our church in our activities 

building but I don’t know.  But we met very regularly and we had 

some people from the police department to come and talk to us and 
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tell us how to protect our homes and everything.  It was really a 

good thing. 

 

Interviewer: What was some of the advice that they gave you about protecting 

your home? 

 

Interviewee: About leaving lights on, maybe a radio when you leave home and 

don’t let newspapers and mail collect around your home.  Keep 

your shrubbery trimmed so they can see your windows. 

 

[0:14:00] 

 

Interviewer: Have you noticed any other signs for neighborhood watches 

throughout Highland Heights or is that something… 

 

Interviewee: At one time when we’ve had neighborhood watch there was a lot 

of those signs.  I haven’t noticed them lately. 

 

Interviewer: Do you think it’s kind of lacking now? 

 

Interviewee: Oh definitely. 

 

Interviewer: Something that needs to be improved? 

 

Interviewee: The Burgess’, another couple in our church, they do a lot for 

neighborhood watch and this neighborhood and he didn’t even go 

to Treadwell but they do a lot for Treadwell and the neighborhood. 

 

Interviewer: Because we were describing how close your class was at Treadwell 

do you ever still meet – do you keep in contact with people?  Do 

you meet people? 

 

Interviewee: With some of them, yes. 

 

Interviewer: Do you have a regularly scheduled kind of meal or do you go to 

reunions and those kind of… 

 

Interviewee: I go to reunions.  We really haven’t had one since our last reunion.   

 

[0:15:00] 

 

 The lady that sort of overseed our class and got us all together she 

passed away and we’re sort of lacking in that right now. 
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Interviewer: Do you think that most the people you graduated with stayed here?  

Does it seem as though most of them have kind of dispersed out in 

maybe kind of the suburbs or… 

 

Interviewee: I think they’ve dispersed to the suburbs and moved out of 

Memphis and gone various places. 

 

Interviewer: Do you think a lot of them maybe pulled their kids out during like 

a time of change and put them in the private schools?  Because I 

think that was a large _______. 

 

Interviewee: Probably when lessons started a lot of them did. 

 

Interviewer: Do you remember anything about the bussing process?  I know 

that there was a bus that was buried to keep it from… 

 

Interviewee: In California or… 

 

Interviewer: In Memphis. 

 

Interviewee: I don’t remember that.  Wait a minute.  When bussing first started 

my daughter got to go to Treadwell because we were in walking 

distance.   

 

[0:16:00] 

 

 They never did have to ride the bus.  So we wasn’t personally 

affected by bussing.  But some friends did put their children in 

private school.  We just never did. 

 

Interviewer: Do you feel that that was necessary or… 

 

Interviewee: I thought it’s beneficial to my children. 

 

Interviewer: Beneficial to their children? 

 

Interviewee: To my children. 

 

Interviewer: How would you say it was beneficial? 

 

Interviewee: Well because they learned to get along with everyone.  I think you 

learn to get along with different ethnic backgrounds better if you 

go to school with them. 

 

Interviewer: So the integration process wasn’t something that kind of upset your 

family?  You think it kind of enhanced your children’s education? 
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[0:17:00] 

 

Interviewee: Yes. 

 

Interviewer: So did you see any effects of I guess integration at your job, for 

example, downtown?  You said that cotton sheen _____.  

 

Interviewee: I worked at cotton companies, different ones downtown. 

 

 [Crosstalk] 

 

Interviewer: ______ ______ names? 

 

Interviewee: The ones I worked with were two or three people in there and I 

didn’t have any – it had no affect on our at the time. 

 

Interviewer: So it was very small? 

 

Interviewee: Right.  I had small company. 

 

Interviewer: Is there anything else you’d like add about – anything about the 

neighborhood?  Anything about Treadwell or your experiences at 

Treadwell? 

 

Interviewee: Well it was a wonderful time.  I hated it when they just made it a 

junior high. 

 

Interviewer: How did you feel?  Was it bitter sweet for you? 

 

Interviewee: Yes.  It hurt.   

 

[0:18:00] 

 

 I went there 12 years and my picture and all of – they used to have 

all our class pictures around the auditorium and someone told me 

they had taken them all down.  I don’t know.  But it hurt and it hurt 

because there’s got to be enough seniors in this neighborhood to go 

to a senior high school.  They’re sending them all to Kingsbury I 

think now.  I’m not sure. 

 

Interviewer: Kingsbury goes to… 

 

Interviewee: Is that where they go?  It hurt.  It really did.  Now that Treadwell is 

low standard that hurts.  They’re supposedly working to bring their 
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acceptance up but they’re just below the state – from what I 

understand the state taking them over. 

 

[0:19:00] 

 

Interviewer: Was it more of a high achievement school when you were there, 

high achievement standards? 

 

Interviewee: Oh yes.  Parents were more involved. 

 

Interviewer: Yeah.  Would you elaborate more on that? 

 

 [Crosstalk] 

 

Interviewee: If there’s one thing I see that parents are not involved like they 

were when I went to school. 

 

Interviewer: So you think that that definitely could improve the community, 

improve the school? 

 

Interviewer: How were your parents involved with… 

 

Interviewee: Well back then they had – they might still have it; I’m not aware of 

it – Parent Teacher Association.  We met.  My parents came.  I 

don’t know.  They just saw to it that you got all your work done 

and if you didn’t you were punished.  Sometimes I don’t know – it 

just seems like it’s harder today to get the parents to really get 

involved.  Two, with sports you used to couldn’t hardly get a seat 

at a football stadium because so many parents.   

 

[0:20:00] 

 

 Now there’s nobody there.  It’s sad. 

 

Interviewer: Were you an active member of the PTA as well when your 

daughters were there? 

 

Interviewee: Yes, I sure was. 

 

Interviewer:  Could you describe the athletic events at the time?  Were they 

successful or… 

 

Interviewee: Were they what? 

 

Interviewer: Were the seasons successful or did they… 
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Interviewee: Well at Treadwell we had a good basketball team.  Our football 

team was good.  It was fair but we really had – we won the state 

championship one year.  It was good but it was a lot of parent 

involvement it seemed like back then.  I don’t know if they even 

have a junior high football team at Treadwell anymore.  Do they? 

 

[0:21:00] 

 

Interviewer: Do they have a football? 

 

Interviewer: Yes. 

 

Interviewee: They do?   

 

Interviewer: Mm-hmm. 

 

Interviewee: Because my husband, he used to like to go up there and watch 

them practice, the senior high practice in the afternoons.  But if 

there’s any drawback to me it’s just the fact that Treadwell has 

gone down academically and I would like to see more parents get 

involved in their children’s – not just in school, in their whole 

lives.  I mean we see that at church.  That’s where I get that from. 

 

Interviewer: Well would you have any recommendations for maybe parents 

who have a hard time getting involved if they’re working multiple 

jobs or maybe there’s some more mothers.  

 

Interviewee: It is hard for them.  They have so many obstacles and there’s so 

many single parents.  I don’t know what the answer is _______.  

It’s just very hard.  It really is.  I wish we could have a good, clear 

answer but it’s hard.  There’s so many single mothers doing the 

best they can. 

 

[0:22:00] 

 

Interviewer: Do you encounter that a lot with their _____ at church? 

 

Interviewee: With the children at church.  Sure do.  A whole lot. 

 

Interviewer: Could you sort of describe that environment in the daycare like the 

children, the parents?  Is it a free program? 

 

Interviewee: Yeah.  It’s just for during church on Sunday.  I don’t do daycare.  

But yeah, anybody’s welcome.  We stay from Sunday School and 

Church we provide – I have bed babies through three years old in 

my class.  Of course it’s hard to teach bed babies but the older 



 Barbara Skelton Page 13 of 13 
Interviewer, Interviewee 

 

www.verbalink.com  Page 13 of 13 

children we try to do something simple for them.  Some of them 

can’t sit still. 

 

Interviewer: Well thank you so much for sharing your story with us today. 

 

Interviewee: Oh well you're most welcome. 

 

Interviewer: We really appreci – 

 

[End of Audio] 


