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Prince Williams: On behalf of Crossroads to Freedom, Rhodes College, and the 

Corners of Highland Heights, I want to thank you for taking the 

time to share your story with us today.  I'm Prince Williams. 

 

Kelly Henry: I'm Kelly Henry. 

 

Prince Williams: Today's date is June 18, and we are located at Highland Heights 

Methodist Church, and I'm honored to meet you and learn from 

your inspirational story.  Today's interview will be archived online 

at the Crossroads to Freedom website.  Today, I'm just gonna start 

on some basic information.  Can you tell us your name? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Lewis Dossett Foster. 

 

Prince Williams: Can you tell us what year you were born? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: 1941. 

 

Prince Williams: Where were you born and raised? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: I was born on campus at Ole miss, Oxford, Mississippi, and lived 

there a couple of years I guess with my parents.  My father was a 

minister, so we moved around a lot in Alabama and Tennessee. 

[0:01:00] 

 

Prince Williams: Can you describe what it was like? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Growing up? 

 

Prince Williams: Yes sir. 
 

L. Dossett Foster: Well, I enjoyed the cities where we lived for several years, and one 

of them was Memphis.  The other was Fayetteville, Tennessee.  

We lived seven years in both places, so I enjoyed those more than 

the short stays we had in other cities. 

 

Prince Williams: What is your occupation? 
 

L. Dossett Foster: I was an educator, teacher, coach, athletic director, supervisor, 

administrator. 

 

Prince Williams: Can you tell me what it was like being an educator? 
 

L. Dossett Foster: Oh yes, I loved it.  Loved working with high school kids.  I coach 

and taught high school children and loved that.  I became a 

supervisor and administrator because my children were graduating 

and getting ready for college.  So I needed a 12 month a year – 



 FosterDossett.mp3 Page 2 of 13 
Prince Williams, Kelly Henry, Lewis Dossett Foster 

 

www.verbalink.com  Page 2 of 13 
 

 

[0:02:00] 

 job, so that's why I changed, but I preferred teaching and coaching. 

 

Prince Williams: How was it like being a coach? 
 

L. Dossett Foster: Well, everybody knew you, so you had immediate respect I guess 

you could say.  So it meant that I had very little problems with 

discipline anything like that.  Parents never bothered me, let me do 

what I needed to do with their children, their young kids.   

 

Prince Williams: May you tell us who your parents are? 
 

L. Dossett Foster: Well, they're both dead, but Reverend and Mrs. Lewis – well, he 

went by L.K. Foster, and Mary Frances Foster. 

 

Prince Williams: What were their occupations?  
 

L. Dossett Foster: He was a minister, and she was a housewife. 

 

Prince Williams: Can you describe what they were like? 
 

L. Dossett Foster: They weren't strict – 

 

[0:03:00] 

disciplinarians, but I guess you could say they have high values 

and expected us to also, and we did.  We didn't get in trouble with 

them. 

 

Prince Williams: Do you have any brothers and sisters? 
 

L. Dossett Foster: Yes, I have two brothers and a sister. 

 

Prince Williams: Can you tell me what they did? 
 

L. Dossett Foster: What their occupations are? 

 

Prince Williams: Yes sir. 
 

L. Dossett Foster: My older brother was a college professor and my younger brother 

worked for the phone company.  He's also a church organist.  My 

sister lives in New York, and she is a real estate broker. 

 

Prince Williams: May you tell me about the neighborhood you grew up in? 
 

L. Dossett Foster: Highland Heights?  I can tell you about that once since that's where 

we are.  It was a great place to grow up.  I went to – 
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[0:04:00] 

 Treadwell and all the churches had large youth groups, and so most 

of our socializing was with our youth group at church, but 

Treadwell even back then had a great basketball program and 

pretty good football program.  I played football and ran track.  The 

basketball program later on, as you know, it continued to be a good 

program, Elliot Perry, Anfernee Hardaway.  We're still proud of 

them. 

 

Prince Williams: What was your home life like? 
 

L. Dossett Foster: Well, it revolved around school and church, and so it was very 

pleasant, enjoyed it. 

 

Prince Williams: What kinds of activities were you involved in while you were 

growing up? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Well, the church youth group that I mentioned earlier was always a 

part of our life, and at Treadwell I was in student government, 

played football, ran track, and just in all sorts – 

[0:05:00] 

 

of activities there at the school.  I enjoyed all of them. 

 

Prince Williams: Can you tell me what the church did? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: What? 

 

Prince Williams: What the church did? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: What church – 

 

Prince Williams: Can you tell me what the church did? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: What the church did? 

 

Prince Williams: Yes sir. 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Well, it was a huge church.  When we came, about 600 members 

and we had Vacation Bible School.  We had youth programs on 

Sunday evening.  We had programs in the middle of the week on 

Wednesday night.  We had baseball teams, basketball teams.  Any 

time of the year, they had something for you to do to stay active, 

keep you out of trouble I guess. 
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Prince Williams: Can you share some of the memories from your childhood life that 

influenced you later on in life? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Well, I guess athletics would be one of them since I ran track and 

cross country in college and became a coach of track and cross 

country – 

[0:06:00] 

 

 in my teaching career.  The church was, of course, a big influence, 

and I became an officer in the church when I was 25, and so I've 

been an elder most of the time in the Presbyterian Church for 50-

something years.  That's been a big influence.  Some of the 

teachers I had – one of the teachers at Treadwell, her name was 

Mrs. Hughes.  She taught American History, and also kept score at 

the basketball games.  She always wore a little striped hat just like 

the referees had little stripes all over.  She was such a good teacher 

that I really liked American History, so that's what I taught.  I got 

my Master's Degree in American History because of her.   

 

Prince Williams: Where did you go to elementary school? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Robert E. Lee Elementary in Fayetteville, Tennessee.   

 

Prince Williams: Can you describe what they were like? 

 

[0:07:00] 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Oh, it was great.  We would get together for chapel.  All the 

students would gather for a chapel program once a week, and once 

a month we'd have one of the ministers come in and speak to us.  

We put on plays.  The whole community, the adult community 

would have a Christmas singing program in our gymnasium every 

Christmas.  We had just football and basketball were the only two 

athletic programs that we had.  There were just two classes with 

about 30 people in each grade, so it was a small school.  Oh, we 

always gathered about once a week in the gym to sing old gospel 

music and patriotic songs.  We enjoyed that. 

 

Prince Williams: Can you tell me what he came to speak to you about? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: What the ministers came to speak to us about 

 

Prince Williams: Yes sir.   

 

L. Dossett Foster: Oh, it was just a – 

[0:08:00] 
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 general get to know you type thing.  A lot of the students who 

were, say, Baptist didn't know the Presbyterian minister.  If 

students were Presbyterian, they didn't know who the Church of 

Christ pastor was.  So it was a meet your pastor type thing, and just 

something about values and what you should do with your life and 

that sort of thing.  

 

Prince Williams: Could you tell me where did you go to middle school and high 

school? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Middle school I went to Fayetteville for the eighth and ninth grade 

– no, let's see – seventh, eighth, and ninth, and then moved to 

Memphis for senior high at Treadwell High School here in 

Highland Heights. 

 

Prince Williams: Did you school have a close bond? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Oh good, good school spirit, yes.  We certainly did have big 

crowds at football and basketball games, all of our athletic events, 

really good plays.  We had a good drama department.   

[0:09:00] 

 Once a month they would have a movie in the auditorium.  You 

had to pay to get in to see the movie, but you got out of class and 

that was always good.  We enjoyed that.   

  

Prince Williams: When you went to Rhodes after you left high school, did you join 

any activities or organizations? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Oh yeah, a whole bunch of stuff.  My older brother was a 580 

Kappa.  That meant he studied all the time while I did most other 

things first before I studied.  I studied hard enough to do pretty 

well, but I was in a fraternity and on student council and president 

of the inter-fraternity council, ran track and cross country.  Oh, I 

was active in the Civil Rights Movement while I was there.  We 

tried to get James Meredith to come up to speak to us after he – 

[0:10:00] 

 Integrated Ole Miss, but at the time they wouldn't let us have him 

on campus.  They said, "Well, you can have him at another 

building off campus, but not on campus.  So we didn't get to do 

that.   

 

Prince Williams: Who did your school compete with? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Who did our school compete with? 

 

Prince Williams: Yes sir. 
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L. Dossett Foster: We were in the Southern Athletic Conference, and our main rival 

was Solani up in East Tennessee.  There were a lot of other small 

schools like us, but at the time we were just about 1,000 students.  

Now, they're approaching 2,000 students so it's about double the 

size it was when I was there. 

 

Prince Williams: Did the civil rights affect any of the students? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Oh yes.  As I said, we tried to get Mr. Meredith to come to 

campus, and I was president of the –  

[0:11:00] 

 

 Omicron Delta Kappa Honorary Leadership Fraternity, and I 

invited Dr. Silver who wrote the book Mississippi: A Closed 

Society, a very controversial book.  That was good, and our class 

was the main group of young people that were involved in 

integrating the Second Presbyterian Church.  That was all my 

senior year, yeah.     

 

Kelly Henry: How was teaching during the Sanitation Strike? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Was that the Black Mondays?  I believe it was, and it was very 

difficult.  We were still an all-white school during the Sanitation 

Strike.  Most of the students came to school, but it was just a – 

[0:12:00] 

 

stressful time for everybody in the Memphis area, just a bad time.   

 

Prince Williams: Can you describe the church that you belonged to when you were 

growing up? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Highland Heights Presbyterian?  Well, it was in the same 

denomination as Second Presbyterian was, and it was all white, but 

when I was there, there was no attempt to integrate it.  Nobody 

ever came to test them, so to speak, as to whether they would have 

allowed other races to come in.  But Second was the target group, 

and so we from Southwestern went out there and helped with that 

effort.  It eventually worked.   

 

Prince Williams: Could you tell me a little bit about your family at this point in your 

life? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: My family now?   

 

[0:13:00] 
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Prince Williams: Yes sir. 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Okay.  Well, as I said my mother and father are dead and my sister 

lives in New York, and my two brothers are here.  One of my sons 

lives just right down the street from me in the Briarwood 

subdivision, neighborhood.  One of them lives in Murfreesboro, 

Tennessee.  We've got three female grandchildren and three male 

grandchildren.  Nice to have both sexes that we can love on both of 

them, all of them.   

 

Prince Williams: Can you tell me a little bit about your grandchildren? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Three of them down the street are very, very active at Belleview 

Baptist Church.  They're always in some kind of program at 

church.  Their mother is a soloist at Belleview, one of their leading 

soloists.  My son – 

[0:14:00] 

 

belongs to Belleview Church too, but he's into the amplifiers, big 

music program set up for big churches.  He set up the Titan 

Stadium in Nashville, so he's just a nationwide representative for 

selling big sound equipment.  My other son has a homeless 

ministry in Murfreesboro that's doing really well.   

 

Oh, and the grandchildren in Murfreesboro, one of them she lived 

with us for three and a half years in nursing school just a couple of 

years ago.  She's now a nurse and is married, lives in 

Murfreesboro.  One son is at a Baptist college up in East 

Tennessee, and the other grandson will be a junior in high school 

next year there in Murfreesboro.   

 

Prince Williams: Are you or were you ever married? 

 

[0:15:00] 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Was I married?  Yeah.  Yeah, married to Linda Foster.  She was a 

teacher also, and we had the two sons and six grandchildren. 

 

Prince Williams: Okay.  About the civil rights, are there any stories in particular 

from this period that you would like to share with us? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Well, Fred Morton, who escorted me into the building today, he 

had just shared a book with me that was written by one of the 

professors at Rhodes College, Dr. Haynes about this integration of 

Second Presbyterian, so it became a pretty famous story from the 
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Memphis area and a good story for the Civil Rights Movement.  

So, yeah, that was a great event from that time.  Did you have a 

question? 

[0:16:00] 

 

Kelly Henry:  Did teachers teach about what we know now as the civil rights? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Student Rights? 

 

Kelly Henry: Civil rights. 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Civil rights.  Yes, I did.  I retired from – well, I just went from 

teaching to supervising teachers in '84, and I taught senior high 

students, and I always talked about the Civil Rights Movement, 

yes.  Tried to make sure they understood why things were 

changing like they were.  That was all during the Martin Luther 

King era and the Black Panthers, and all those kinds of things were 

happening.  So you had to include it, yes, definitely.   

 

Prince Williams: Could you tell me about the most difficult time during the civil 

rights? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: I guess it would be – 

 

[0:17:00] 

 

 during the Sanitation Strike when things were just so polarized 

between the races, and people wouldn't try to listen.  They just 

wanted to keep their families safe, and didn't want anything to do 

with anybody that might threaten them.  Yeah, it was a tough time.   

 

Prince Williams: About keeping the families safe, did you find it difficult raising a 

family at this period of time? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: No, I didn't no. 

 

Prince Williams: Were there some morals that you felt were important to instill in 

your children while bringing them up during this time? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Oh sure, Christian values and trying to understand all kinds of – 

 

[0:18:00] 

 

people, all kinds of races.  Thank goodness both of my children, 

both of my boys were in school with black students during most of 

their schooling.  Yeah, it was good for them.  They just learned as 
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they went.  Yes, we always – if they had any questions, if they had 

any problems about that, we tried to deal with them, and they 

learned them well, learned the values well.     

 

Kelly Henry: I would like to go back to the teachers during this time of period. 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Speak up a little bit? 

 

Kelly Henry: I would like to go back to the teachings. 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Okay, what about it? 

 

[0:19:00] 

 

Kelly Henry: Um – [pause] 

 

L. Dossett Foster: About civil rights? 

 

Prince Williams: Yes sir. 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Most of the teaching was dealing with current problems that were 

coming up in the country.  I always had a news report all the 

students would bring in.  They would take turns bringing in a news 

report.  Frequently, the news reports were about something 

happening in the Civil Rights Movement, the terrible situation in 

Birmingham and Selma, the Black Panthers arming themselves, 

and Cassius Clay changing his name to Muhammed Ali, and 

joining the Muslim faith in protest for the war.  He wouldn't be 

subjected to joining the war in Vietnam, –  

 

[0:20:00] 

 the protest over Vietnam.  Just so many things were happening, it 

was a time that it wasn't hard to find something to talk about 

concerning civil rights when I was teaching.   

 

Kelly Henry: Did you teach an integrated classroom? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Oh yes, yeah from, let' see, '72 to '84, about 12 years and had a lot 

of integration on the athletic teams, which is great.  It was good for 

our athletic program.  Some of you may have heard of Charles 

Green.  He was one of my students. 

 

Prince Williams: Did integration affect most of your students? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Well, it affected all of them because it was the first time that the 

white students that were already there were –  
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[0:21:00] 

being in classes with other black students.  The black students were 

forced to be bussed into our school.  I've forgotten which one. 

 

Prince Williams: Were students affect by integrated classrooms? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Yes, very much so.  The white students that were there were being 

in classrooms for the first time with black students from Manassas 

High School and Manassas area.  They were getting adjusted to 

each other.  That wasn't much of a problem.  The problem was, as 

a coach, we couldn't get the talented black athletes to participate in 

our programs.  It took us about four years before we could get 

some of the best ones to join our athletic programs and be willing 

to stay until 5:00 – 

[0:22:00] 

 

to get on a bus to go home.  They finally furnished a bus, and once 

they started becoming active in the athletic program, man, our 

athletic program went way, way up.  It was much better.  They felt 

good about it.  They were willing to stay.  They always had a lot of 

friends around waiting on the bus to pick them up when they were 

ready to go.  They weren't lonesome, I guess you would say.  They 

were very willing to participate and gradually it just – we just 

didn't have any problems, any racial problems at the school.  I was 

at Fraser High School.    

 

Prince Williams: Can you tell me why it took so long to recruit black athletes? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: They were loyal to their friends and the Manassas area and didn't 

want to feel like they were betraying their friends by participating 

in an opponent's school activities.  That was part of it, and part of it 

was – 

 

[0:23:00] 

they had to wait around after practice before they could get a ride 

home.  It was just inconvenient.  So the Board of Education had to 

see that they needed to work out a solution to the problem, and 

they did.   

 

Kelly Henry: Were there any problems with the other schools even though your 

school didn't have any problems? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Very little problems.  Well, I can remember taking the students 

home.  I coached track, and so I would drive the bus to pick them 

up in the neighborhood and carry them to the track meet and carry 
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them home.  I can remember a lot of them would duck down in the 

bus going home so their friends wouldn't see them coming home 

from a Fraser High athletic contest.  It was that bad, the jealousy 

between the Manassas students and the Fraser students.  It was 

pretty bad, but it was just – 

 

[0:24:00] 

 It was more an athletic jealousy than it was a racial jealousy.   

 

Prince Williams: When you finally got to recruit African-Americans, how did 

people feel about it? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Well, we couldn't recruit now.  That was against the rules, but we 

did try to make sure that we got the students who were actually 

supposed to be going to Fraser because some of them would be 

forced by their parents or their aunts and uncles to move in with 

them while they're in high school so they could stay at Manassas 

and that sort of thing.  Again, that's the old loyalty to the 

neighborhood.  They were loyal to their – oh, what's the name over 

there by Firestone?  New Chicago neighborhood.  That was their 

neighborhood.  They were being loyal to their neighborhood.   

[0:25:00] 

 

Prince Williams: About the Sanitation Strike, how did you feel about people getting 

involved? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: I've always been interested in the Civil Rights Movement and 

marches and protests and things like that, so I didn't mind anybody 

protesting in favor of the sanitation strikers.  I mean they had a 

good reason to strike.   

 

Prince Williams: Did you have any role in the – 

 

[0:26:00] 

 Sanitation Strike? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: No, I did not. 

 

Prince Williams: Um – 

 

L. Dossett Foster: I was at school, at work, so I wasn't involved in it.   

 

Prince Williams: How did you feel about teaching about the Civil War and most of 

the things going on? 
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L. Dossett Foster: Teaching American History and teaching the Civil War?  I just 

taught the facts as they were that it started out as an economic war 

between the North and South economic systems, and turned into a 

war over slavery and slavery needed to be done away with.  The 

winning side saw to it that that – 

 

[0:27:00] 

 took place.  That's the way I taught the war, and I had some – in 

fact, every six weeks they had to do a project and present it to the 

class.  One day one of my students came dressed in a Ku Klux 

Klan outfit.  {Laughs]  Oh boy.  Did some big teaching that day.  I 

was surprised he didn't get jumped in the hall, but he didn't.  He 

wore his Ku Klux Klan outfit to school, his granddaddy's Ku Klux 

Klan outfit. 

 

Prince Williams: Can you tell me why? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Why he wore it? 

 

Prince Williams: Yes sir. 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Well, his grandfather evidently was proud of his Ku Klux Klan 

background, and I was pretty free with what I allowed them to do 

for a project.  It was very historical.  It was part of American 

history, so it was an opportunity to bring that out in the class.   

 

[0:28:00] 

 The bad side of it, of where some of it didn't understand the bad 

side of it.  So you try to correct their misconceptions about what 

the Ku Klux Klan did.  Even though they stood up for the southern 

economy, it wasn't a good thing. 

 

Kelly Henry: Did your father being involved in the church play a role in civil 

rights? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Was my father involved?   

 

Kelly Henry: Yes sir. 

 

L. Dossett Foster: No, but the minister that came right after my father left was, and I 

was still a member of that church.  His name is Allen Anderson, 

and he would go over to every Sunday evening – in fact, it got him 

in trouble with the elders there at the church.  He would go over to 

Parkway Gardens Presbyterian Church over in South Memphis and 

work with them on the Sanitation Strike and – 
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[0:29:00] 

 

 a lot of other things, integrating neighborhoods, all sorts of things.  

So he was a big leader in the Civil Rights Movement.  My father 

was Old South, raised in Mississippi.  So, no, I'm sorry to say he 

wouldn't have been part of the Civil Rights Movement.  He wanted 

things to stay as they were.  

 

Prince Williams: Do you have any advice for young kids today? 

 

L. Dossett Foster: Oh.  Stick to your Christian values and family values and try to 

instill them in your friends.  Pick your friends who believe in the 

same type ideals that you do.  Those that don't, try to bring them 

into that value systems that you have, and we'll have a better 

world. 

 

Prince Williams: Thank you for participating in – thank you for participating – 

 

[End of Audio] 


