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[0:00:00] 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Well, good afternoon.  On behalf of Crossroads to Freedom, 

Rhodes College and The Corners of Highland Heights, I would 

like to thank you for taking the time to share your story with us 

today.  My name is Dorin Kenalis. 

 

Keleigh Henry: And I’m Keleigh Henry. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Today’s date is July 2, 2014.  We’re located at Highland Heights 

Methodist Church.  And I’m honored to meet you, and now for 

your inspirational story.  Today’s interview will be archived online 

at the Crossroads to Freedom website. 

 

 Let’s start with some basic biographical questions.  Can you tell us 

what is your name? 

 

J. Terwilleger: My name is Jeanette Terwilleger – Mary Jeanette Terwilleger – 

and I was born on December 25, 1937.  I have an aunt named Mary 

and was born on Jesus’ birthday, so the Mary comes from that. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: If you don’t mind, what year were you born in? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Hmm? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: What year were you born in? 

 

J. Terwilleger: 1937.  Be 70 – I think 77 years, come December. 

 

[0:01:00] 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Where were you born and raised? 

 

J. Terwilleger: I was born right down the street here, three houses down from the 

fire station on National, and I didn’t go to the hospital to be born.  I 

was born at home, so I’m an actual Highland Heights resident from 

the beginning. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: What is your occupation? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Hmm? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: What is your occupation? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Well, I did work for a transportation company in the – I was a 

bookkeeper, but I retired when 2000 came, so I’m just a 



 Terwilleger Page 2 of 22 
Dorin Kenalis, Keleigh Henry, Jeanette Terwilleger 

 

www.verbalink.com  Page 2 of 22 
 

homemaker by myself now.  I’m a widow.  My husband passed 

away back in 1982, so I’ve been here by myself on Bowen – 3570 

Bowen.  I just love the neighborhood and love the people, and it’s 

just a great place to be. 

 

[0:02:00] 

 

Dorin Kenalis: What’s so great about the neighborhood? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Well, I don’t know.  You feel like you’re in a small town, and you 

don’t have far to go if you need to go to the store or go run to the 

drugstore, or what have you, or if you need to go to the store and 

you don’t have a way, my neighbor, on Sunday, comes and picks 

me up for church because I have Parkinson’s disease now and it 

makes me real, you know, kinda stumbly on my feet.  But people 

are just real nice to help you.  It just makes a difference when 

people smile instead of walking around with an old frown on their 

face and everything. 

 

 So I have – the street where I live has always – the people have 

been just very nice to each other.  We have white people; we have 

black people; we have – and my next door neighbors now are from 

Mexico, and there’s quite a few of them.  

 

 And let’s see.   

 

[0:03:00] 

 

 Seemed like there was another somewhere else in the world that 

was on our street.  But we just have a real good mix of people that 

were able to get along. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: So would you say that you like diversity? 

 

J. Terwilleger: I definitely do.  I don’t know.  Every person has something to give 

to the other person that maybe you don’t know about or – and 

when you do find out about it, you’d like to know more.  I just like 

the diversity. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Do you also like learning about other cultures? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Yeah.  The church I’m at now, I work with the Cambodians.  I’ve 

been with them quite a number of years now, but I still – I’m not 

too good in speaking Khmer.  There are a few words I know and 

everything, but I just enjoy being with them.  They’re just a great 

group of people. 



 Terwilleger Page 3 of 22 
Dorin Kenalis, Keleigh Henry, Jeanette Terwilleger 

 

www.verbalink.com  Page 3 of 22 
 

 

[0:04:00] 

 

 The other day, she knew I wasn’t feeling well.  One of the girls 

sent me a whole great big box of doughnuts and then another box 

that had those great big round ones in it, just two big boxes.  And I 

thought, “If I eat all these things, I’m gonna be waddling all over 

the place.”  [Laughs]  I shoulda brought ‘em, and you all coulda 

had some doughnuts today. 

 

 I mean they’re just real good like that.  I just really have enjoyed 

working with ‘em and just bringing the knowledge of Christ to 

somebody that was Buddhist and didn’t know about Jesus.   

 

 And the ones that we have now – now, we had a lot at first.  there 

were about 300, and then, course, as they got jobs and moved 

around and everything, they kinda dropped off, but the ones that 

have stayed are really – you know that they’re real.  They’re just a 

pleasure to be around, so that’s why I enjoy my – 

 

[0:05:00] 

 

 Work as a Sunday school teacher. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Was it difficult to share the story of Christ with them? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Hmm? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Was it difficult to share the story of Christ with them?  

 

J. Terwilleger: No, not really.  Some of the words in the Bible are difficult, and 

course, they don’t know all English words, even to this day, so we 

have a big dictionary on the table.  And one of the girls loves to 

look up English words, and so she’ll look it up and we’ll discuss 

what it means.  What does “holy” mean?  What does – oh, just 

things that we don’t think anything about because we use ‘em all 

the time.  It makes you think about the words that you’re using. 

 

 And when you are witnessing to somebody, you need to ask the 

Lord in your heart, “Lord, let me make this in a simple but a very 

meaningful way to this person so they’ll want to know more about 

you.”  It’s just words – 

 

[0:06:00] 

 

  Are great. 
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Dorin Kenalis: So would you say that the Lord takes a big part in your life? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Definitely.  And I’m not saying I’m perfect because I’ve made 

many mistakes, but that’s the one thing you can tell ‘em, that He 

loves you, He died on the cross for you.  And when you make a 

mistake, now your fellowship may be broke for a little bit, but 

when you confess your sin, whatever it was – a small one or a big 

one – and ask for forgiveness, you’re back on even terms with the 

Lord.  It’s just wonderful to have a savior like that, that loves you. 

 

 And, course, He died for us when we were all sinners and we 

didn’t know Him.  But now that we know Him, it’s wonderful to 

have that savior, so I’m glad that this church, many, many years 

ago – 

 

[0:07:00] 

 

 Helped me to know the Lord.   

 

 And I even helped in a Sunday school class.  I’ve forgotten now 

where we met – downstairs somewhere – but it was – I think I was 

in the sixth or seventh grade, and it was so much fun. 

 

 Of course, I wasn’t teaching the Bible such, but we drew pictures, 

and we talked and had stories and everything.  Even then it was 

fun, and I knew then that I liked to teach. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: So you teach? 

 

J. Terwilleger: You know, be a teacher. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: What do you teach? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Well, now I just teach Sunday school lesson, but after I was older, 

I had wished I’d gone on to college so I coulda been a school 

teacher.  But I didn’t realize that I wanted to do that then, and – 

 

[0:08:00] 

 

 Back then it was kinda hard to get to college.  It cost so much.   

 

 It even costs more now today than it did when I was little, so stay 

with it.  If you do have good grades, you can get scholarships and 

things that’ll help you.   
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 When you applied yourself in school and everything, education 

opens the door to whatever God wants you to do in the world, in 

the community.  So don’t waste your years piddling around and not 

doing anything.  Just do the best you can, and you’ll be surprised at 

how everything ends up.  You’ll be right where God wants you to 

be. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Can you tell us about the education methods? 

   

J. Terwilleger: What do you mean by education methods? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: How is it? 

 

[0:09:00] 

 

J. Terwilleger: What do you mean “how is it?”  I’m – 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Do you think kids aren’t getting the right – getting ___ education 

that teachers teach them? 

 

J. Terwilleger: I’m not sure.  Can you all help me?  I’m not sure what you mean. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: It’s fine.  Can you tell us a little bit about your parents? 

   

J. Terwilleger: About my parents? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Mm-hmm. 

 

J. Terwilleger: My daddy was a carpenter, and my mother was – she didn’t work 

then.  And my grandmother, my dad’s mother, lived with ‘em, and 

she was a seamstress, and she worked for – let’s see.  She worked 

for Bry’s – it was a store uptown – and at Lowenstein’s.   

 

 And I remember I would go on Saturdays with her to work, and I 

would go in the – she worked on coats – 

 

[0:10:00] 

 

 Fur coats and things.  She would take a fur coat and cut it down 

into a jacket or things around your – the little minks around your 

collar and everything.  And I’d put on the leopard coats, and I’d 

pretend like I was the biggest Hollywood star there was.  And I had 

more fun doing things like that.   

 

 But I just really enjoyed my growing up years.  I tried on 

everybody’s coat in Memphis because they would have ‘em sent in 
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to be cleaned and worked on and everything.  And so it was fun to 

try ‘em on. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Can you tell us about your – do you have any sisters or brothers? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Yeah.  I have a sister who’s 12 years older than I am, and I had a 

brother who was a dentist, but he passed away quite a number – the 

same year my husband passed away, my brother did too. 

 

 And then I had a little brother that was the first child that was born. 

 

[0:11:00] 

 

 He didn’t live, so there were three of us that lived, but one that 

passed – didn’t make it.  So I think about heaven, that one day I’ll 

get to meet the one that I haven’t met before. 

 

 But have a real sweet family.  I have cousins and uncles and aunts 

that were – lived out in the country and, course, for me, a city girl, 

I never had seen a cow up close, and it was fascinating to watch 

‘em milk in the morning.  They would take the animals out to 

pasture and all that, and you could look for the eggs that the 

chickens – if you wanted to have scrambled eggs that morning, you 

had to go out and look for your eggs. 

 

 I don’t know.  A city girl just didn’t know much about country 

ways, but it was fun being there.   

 

[0:12:00] 

 

 And, boy, my aunt could cook.  You name it and she could cook it.  

Fried chicken, mashed potatoes and beans, you name it – and big, 

old tomatoes.  I’ve never seen tomatoes so big and so good.  But, 

boy, when you bit into ‘em, you wanted some more.  Let’s see.  

We had blackberry cobbler and peach cobbler and coconut cake at 

Christmas, and just – I don’t know.  It was just fun to eat in the 

country.  [Laughs]  

   

 My mother was a real good cook, too, but I always kidded her.  I 

said, “Mama, you’d been even better if you’d stayed out in the 

country,” and she said, “No, I think I like to go to the store and get 

my stuff.” 

 

 But they had to walk.  If they didn’t have the wagon at home, they 

had to walk about two or three miles.   
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[0:13:00] 

 

 And, just think, having to bring your groceries home three miles – 

two or three miles, so you couldn’t buy just tons of stuff like you 

do now.  But that was fun. 

 

 And then when the postman came, you had to run down the way to 

get to the mailbox.  It was out on the road.  We just don’t realize 

how nice it is to live in the city and have things that you're used to 

right where you have ‘em. 

  

 But, anyway, I like the other too, but I’m sure, if I had to do it all 

the time, it would get old.  But it was fun in the summertime. 

 

Keleigh Henry: Now let’s talk a little bit about your experience growing up.  Can 

you tell me about the neighborhood you grew up in? 

 

J. Terwilleger: The what? 

 

Keleigh Henry: Can you tell me about the neighborhood you grew up in? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Okay.  I lived right down here.  You know where the firehouse is.   

 

[0:14:00] 

 

 There was a whole bunch of kids down Galloway.  I used to ride 

my bicycle down National to Galloway one way, and then we’d 

ride back down and maybe come around to where the bus would 

come by the firehouse back home.  So that was our bike route. 

 

 And we had baseball games, and we had – one year, when I was 

about six or seven, my brother built a fort down in the ground.  It 

was like a place you could go and hide.  You know if somebody 

was looking for you, you could go and hide.  We had that, and we 

had trees that were big enough that you could climb up in.  As you 

can see, I’m a tomboy, so I always liked climbing the trees and 

doing things like that. 

 

[0:15:00]   

 

 But I also played with dolls, as girls did back then.  Didn’t have a 

Barbie doll, but I had another one that was, I think, like Shirley 

Temple.  You wouldn’t know her, but she was a movie star way, 

way, way back. 

 

 I don’t know.  We just had a lot of fun.   
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 And one of the girls in the neighborhood, her mother and daddy 

were Jewish, and they owned the Brown’s – I can’t remember how 

they named their store, but, anyway, it was where you could buy 

clothes and shoes and things like that. 

 

 Miss Brown was a very – she wanted to be sure that when a 

Gentile came to her house that they didn’t break any of the Jewish 

rules, so they had a whole, complete set of dishes that they used 

when Gentiles came.   

 

[0:16:00] 

 

 So I always had a plate brought out that was a little bit different 

from everybody else’s.  But, still, it was fun to know them.  I still 

consider Harriet today – her name was Harriet Brown, and now 

she’s named Sachs, for her husband.  So we’re still in contact, 

although she lives in Birmingham – out of Birmingham, Alabama. 

 

 And so the other girl that was a friend of ours, Mary Jean 

Massareno, was Italian.  She’s passed away now, but she took my 

grandson and his class to Europe on a trip.  They went to Paris, and 

they went to London.  It was really a real great trip for learning 

about other cultures and how different some of the towns were.   

 

[0:17:00] 

 

 My grandson just loved it.  He said one of the towns – they didn’t 

go to Paris.  They went to some of the small cities outside of Paris, 

and you could walk in the afternoon to the different outdoor 

merchants that were down on the street.  He enjoyed that. 

 

 When he was working on his master’s degree – he went to Paris 

this past – oh, it was about three or four years ago now.  But he 

went to school there for two years, and he lived in one of those 

towns that he had seen as a sixth grader.  And so he just really 

enjoyed it. 

 

 And now he’s teaching English in Japan, and he’ll be home at the 

end of this year, and I don’t know where he’ll go then.  He just 

loves to travel. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: You mentioned you were a – 

 

[0:18:00] 
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 Tomboy? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Mm-hmm. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: How was that like? 

 

J. Terwilleger: I thought it was great.  Some of the girls never would get their 

hands dirty or anything, but I just – I played football with the boys 

and just had a good time. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Would the boys accept you to play football with ‘em? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Oh, yeah.  You see the ones that lived right around there.  I don’t 

mean I went with the ones at school to do that, but the ones that 

lived in the neighborhood.  We played that, and we played 

volleyball with the nets and everything.  And so we just had a 

really great time. 

 

Keleigh Henry: What was your home life like? 

 

J. Terwilleger: What was my home life like?  Well, I’ll tell you what.  We had a 

problem in my home.  My dad had a drinking problem, and any 

time you drink, you’re gonna have family difficulties. 

 

[0:19:00] 

 

 

 And so I always tell kids, “Please don’t start drinking because you 

might not know – you might be just the one that it would get ahold 

of you where you couldn’t stop on your own.” 

 

 But other than – my dad was a wonderful person, but when he 

drank he was an entirely different person.  And so when he was 

that way, you’d wanna get out of the house. 

 

 So I understand some of the problems that kids have today.  We 

didn’t have drugs back then, but now you’ve got drugs plus 

alcohol.  Life has got so many good things in it.  You don’t wanna 

waste it on drinking and drugs.   

 

 It’s just not worth it ‘cause Jesus made each one of us special, and 

He has a purpose for each one of you, and we don’t wanna do 

anything that messes up that.   

 

[0:20:00] 
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 So you get that education.  Walk close to the Lord, and have a 

good prayer life, and read your Bible and just listen and say, 

“Lord, what are you saying to me today?”  

 

 And if you read a chapter a day, or whatever you read, just think of 

it as God is speaking directly to you from that Word.  It just makes 

a difference in your life on those days that you do that.  And I still 

do it today, every morning, as soon as breakfast is over. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: In what ways did the problem of your dad drinking affect you? 

 

J. Terwilleger: I can’t really tell you how it did, except it made me angry.  I 

couldn’t do anything about it, and – 

 

[0:21:00] 

 

 It just really made me angry.  I told myself, “When I marry, I’m 

not gonna marry anybody that drinks,” and I didn’t.  I’m glad. 

 

 But even going through all that, it just helps me – you know the 

Bible says that, “All things work together for good for those that 

love the Lord”?  Well, you can take the bad things that happen to 

you, and if you learn from them and don’t do it, then God has 

taken that bad thing in your life and made something good come 

out of it. 

 

 So don’t ever get crushed down by something that happens that’s 

not what you wanted, you know, something bad.  Just ask the Lord 

to help you walk through it with Him. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Can you share something that the Lord has picked out something 

bad and made it something good from your personal story? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Oh, I can’t.  Let me think.   

 

[0:22:00] 

 

 Right now my mind’s blank.  I’m trying to think.   

 

 Well, I know one thing it did.  It made me know that I couldn’t 

hold anger and resentment against my father.  And before he died, 

I asked him to forgive me.  I have good memories of my dad, even 

though there was the drinking problem.  He was a wonderful 

person when he wasn’t drinking. 

 



 Terwilleger Page 11 of 22 
Dorin Kenalis, Keleigh Henry, Jeanette Terwilleger 

 

www.verbalink.com  Page 11 of 22 
 

 And so that helped me, but I’m sure there are other times that the 

Lord helped me, but right now I can’t think of what it is. 

 

Keleigh Henry: What kind of activities were you involved in? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Well, in the elementary school and junior high, I think I mostly – 

 

[0:23:00] 

 

 Just – I don’t know that I had that much to do, but when I got in 

high school, I worked on the school newspaper, and I was 

president of some of the different groups that we were in.  I just 

have always liked to be with a group of people, so that’s what I did 

in school. 

 

 I didn’t play any sports or anything like that in school.  My sister 

played the piano, but I can’t do any of that, so I just mostly enjoy 

everybody else that can. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: What high school you went to? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Treadwell, 12 years. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: How was that like? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Great school.  Great school.   

 

[0:24:00] 

 

 My sons graduate from Treadwell, too.  One of ‘em went to 

Briarcrest for a couple years, but they both graduated from 

Treadwell when they finished high school. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Can you tell us some of your experiences during high school? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Shall I tell ‘em something bad I did? 

 

 [Laughter] 

 

J. Terwilleger: How many of you all have ever wanted to skip study hall or 

something and go home?  Well, I decided – I had all my work 

done, and I thought, “It’s such a beautiful spring day.  I’m going 

home, and nobody’ll ever miss me.”  I was kind of a – I wasn’t out 

there shining for everybody to see. 
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 So I got my books all up and everything, and was walking down 

Highland going towards Summer.  And I walked to school from 

right over here, all the way to Treadwell – 

 

[0:25:00] 

 

 And then back home.   

 

 And I saw this car, and I looked, and guess who it was.  It was 

Coach Ferino, and he said, “Get back.”  Yeah, I knew – “Get 

back.”  And so when I got back, I was waiting in his office.  And 

he said, “What do you think you’re doing?”  I said, “Well, I was 

through with my work.  I thought I’d go home and rest.”  

  

 He said, “Well, you can rest now.  I want you to write 100 times, ‘I 

will not skip school anymore, or study hall anymore,’ and so I 

didn’t.   

 

 So I never skipped school again, but the lesson there is you’ll 

probably get caught.  You may do it two or three times, but you’ll 

get caught, and you have to pay the price.  It may have been 300.  I 

don’t know, but I thought, “I’ll never get through with this.” 

 

 But anyway – and he was a great coach, very good. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Was there any diversity in your school? 

 

[0:26:00] 

 

J. Terwilleger: Not back then.  I think diversity came with my oldest son when – I 

think he was in the seventh grade he had it.  I think it seems like 

everybody gets along pretty well now with everybody, so I’m glad 

it’s that way. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Did people get along pretty well back then? 

   

J. Terwilleger: Yeah, as far as I know.  I really wasn’t around too many people 

that were different from me.  Every once in a while I would see 

somebody from another country that was here working, but I just 

went along my merry little way, doing my thing every day.   

 

 But I am glad there is diversity now – 

 

[0:27:00] 
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 Because if it wasn’t good, the Lord wouldn’t have made everybody 

different.  So there’s always a reason for everything. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Did you experience the sanitation strike? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Hmm? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Did you experience the sanitation strike? 

 

J. Terwilleger: I don’t understand what you – my hearing is not good anymore, so 

– what again?  Tell me. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Did you experience that sanitation strike? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Did I experience the sanitation strike? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Yes, ma’am. 

 

J. Terwilleger: Yeah.  I remember it happening, and it was sad all the stuff that 

went on during that period of time.  It was just kind of a bad time 

for the city. 

 

Keleigh Henry: How did it impact your educational experience? 

 

J. Terwilleger: My what? 

 

[0:28:00] 

 

Keleigh Henry: How did it impact your educational experience? 

 

J. Terwilleger: I can’t remember.  When did that happen? 

 

Dorin Kenalis 1: 1968. 

 

J. Terwilleger: ’68.  Well, see, I was out of school then.  The only thing is I just 

hated to see so much anger and hatred going on in the city.  It 

didn’t affect me in school because I – see, I graduated in ’55, so 

that was quite a number of years in between. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Did integration or segregation impact your educational experience? 

   

J. Terwilleger: Did what? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Did segregation impact your educational experience? 

 

J. Terwilleger: I’m not sure. 
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Dorin Kenalis: Can we turn ____?   

 

[0:29:00] 

 

 What role did religion play in your life growing up? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Religion – the Lord has always been a part of it.  When I was real 

little, I remember here.  They had a Christmas program, and 

because I was born on Christmas and my name was Mary, I got to 

be Mary, the mother of Jesus, and I was about five.  And I just 

thought that was the greatest thing in the world. 

 

 Now I did get in trouble here.  Here’s my other trouble.  One time 

my sister gave me – you boys won’t know anything about ruffly 

pants – underpants – but the girls will.  And I got some, and I think 

I was about four – three or four – and I crawled up on the table and 

was dancing on it, tap dancing [laughs] showing that I could 

dance.   

[0:30:00] 

 

 The teacher was about to fall out.  She was trying to keep from 

laughing, and she finally had to go outside the door.  But she said, 

“Jeanette, I think you’ve done enough for today.  How about 

sitting down?”  That was one of my Sunday school escapades.  

You all probably won’t ever invite me again.  [Laughs]   

 

 But life’s good.  It really is.  I’m so glad to know the people I 

know, and able to do things like this.  I appreciate you all asking 

me, although, like I told my son, I said, “I don’t know what I can 

tell ‘em that they really need to know, or they may already know 

that.” 

 

 I like this neighborhood very much.  We had – let’s see.  

Highland’s a little bit different.  Some of the – 

 

[0:31:00] 

 

 Stores along Summer Avenue are different now.  There used to be 

a bakery where the corner at National and Summer – that building 

there that has a clock on the top – there used to be, next door to it, 

a bakery, and they had the best cookies and baked goods there, and 

everything.  

 

 And then we had about – let’s see.  We had a small store on that 

side of the street and then a larger one on this side.  And then down 
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across from this church, they used to be up the hill.  Do you 

remember that, the house that sat on the hill next to the florist?  

There was a florist there.  I thought that was great.  When it 

snowed, you could go sliding down the hill.  It’s just –  

 

[0:32:00] 

 And then across the street here was – was it just an eating place, or 

was it like where you could spend the night and also eat?  I think 

that’s what it was.  The food there was real good.  It was not 

anything fancy, but it was just good. 

 

 Let’s see.  What else is there?  And then there used to be – near 

Treadwell down there, there used to be a grocery store, and you 

could go in there and get things on the way home, or going to 

school, that you could eat on as you went.  Those were some of the 

buildings around. 

 

 And one time we had three drug stores, one on each corner.  We 

had the Highland Heights Pharmacy – 

 

[0:33:00] 

 

 Daniel’s Pharmacy, and I can’t remember what the one on this 

corner was.  But, anyway, there were three of ‘em, and so now, the 

only one that’s left is the Highland Heights. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Did you belong to a church growing up? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Hmm?   

 

Dorin Kenalis: Did you belong to a church growing up? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Yeah. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: What was the name of the church? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Highland Heights Methodist. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: How was it like? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Great.  It was really great. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Can you elaborate on that? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Well, I can’t remember everything happened here, but I remember 

being in this room years ago for – I don’t know whether it was a 
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class or whether we were having something like this, or what, but 

just – there were so many different things that the church did that I 

always was excited to be a part of.   

 

[0:34:00] 

 

 It was great. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: What kind of things did the church do? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Hmm? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Can you tell us what kinda things that the church did? 

 

J. Terwilleger: What kinda what? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Things that the church took part of, like in the community? 

 

J. Terwilleger: I’m not sure I remember.  I probably wasn’t old enough to do a lot 

then, but I remember at Christmas.  The choir used to go around to 

the different streets right around the church to sing for maybe shut-

ins or something like that.  I remember that, and that I always 

loved the Christmas music.  It was really pretty. 

   

Keleigh Henry: Who were your role models? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Who was my role model?  I’m not really sure.   

 

[0:35:00] 

 

 I had several teachers that I was real crazy about, but I can’t tell 

you their names now.  That’s been so long ago.  I don’t know.  I’ve 

always been drawn to people that seemed like they were close to 

the Lord and who loved to read the Word and pray, and so that’s – 

I’ve always enjoyed my Sunday school teachers who really liked to 

do that. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: What do you like about your Sunday school teachers? 

 

J. Terwilleger: What did I like about ‘em?  Well, they just made you – they made 

the Bible come alive.  They made you realize that you’re not 

reading just a dead book, that it’s alive, that the Lord speaks to you 

through it.  And you understand – when you read about the 

different things that happened in the Bible, once you learn that, 

well, then you can – 
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[0:36:00] 

 

 Understand the spiritual things that come from studying the Word. 

 

 So at first you’re just learning about where it took place, who was 

in it and all that, and then you see how God used that to work His 

plan for man.  And so everything in the Bible starts in the 

beginning, and He goes all the way through.  And one day, at the 

end, we’ll all – those of us who believe will be in heaven with 

Him.   

 

 So I’m just – I’m glad I know the Lord and just – it’s really 

heartbreaking to see so many people today that laugh and make fun 

of people who go to church and who are godly.  It’s really sad, so 

we need to pray for ‘em. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: What would you say to those people? 

 

J. Terwilleger: What would I say to ‘em? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: What advice? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Well, they probably wouldn’t listen, but I just would try to tell ‘em 

that God has a plan for their lives – 

 

[0:37:00] 

 

 And they’re not walking the way that He wants ‘em to walk, and 

that if they would – if they don’t believe in Him, they should ask, 

“Well, are you real?  And, if so, show me,” and they might be 

surprised at what He would do.  So I would be – I would say that 

to ‘em. 

 

 And, of course, a lot of times, when you talk to people like that, 

they begin to ask questions.  And so that’s another reason you 

should study the Word so that you know where to tell ‘em to go to 

in it, or you can say, “Well, it says such and such.”   

 

 When you memorize scripture, always memorize where it’s found, 

like Psalms 23 or John 3:16.  And that way you can tell ‘em what it 

says – 

 

[0:38:00] 

 

 And then they can go look it up later.   
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 We have a man in our church that works with the Gideons, and 

they deliver Bibles around to schools, and nursing homes, and 

hospitals and things like that. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Who are the Gideons? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Hmm? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Who are the Gideons? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Gideons?  It’s a group of men who have the purpose – are any of 

you all Gideons?  They’re just a group of men who have the – they 

feel God has called them to take the Gospel to people that don’t 

have it.   

 

 And so they give you a little small scripture.  Usually, it’s the New 

Testament with the Psalms in it.  It’s real nice for people who can’t 

afford a Bible to get one. 

 

[0:39:00]   

 

 And so there’s a lady in our church who’s – oh, I can’t.  I don’t 

know.  She’s in her – I’m sure in her 40s, but she’s never had a 

Bible before, and now the pastor gave her one.  This is a regular 

study Bible, and she is so excited about having a Bible that she can 

look up things in. 

 

 It’s real good to pass the Word out when you have the opportunity 

to. 

 

Keleigh Henry: Could you tell me a little bit about your family at this point in your 

life? 

 

J. Terwilleger: What my family’s doing now? 

 

Keleigh Henry: Yes, ma’am. 

 

J. Terwilleger: Well, let’s see.  My sister and I are the only ones left of the older 

people in my family.  Our children are here in Memphis – 

 

[0:40:00] 

  

 And one – like I say, my oldest grandson is in Japan right now.  

We’ve always been a close family, but now, it seems like when 

you get older and you can’t get to where you wanna go, you’re 

way apart.  But we talk on the phone about once or twice a week, 
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and we try to keep up that way.  But I think all my aunts and 

uncles have passed away. 

 

Keleigh Henry: Are you, or were you, ever married? 

 

J. Terwilleger: I married.  I’m a widow now, though. 

 

Keleigh Henry: What was your spouse occupation? 

 

J. Terwilleger: He worked for Light, Gas and Water, electrical department.  He 

went out and fixed – 

   

[0:41:00] 

 

 The electrical things to the hospitals and the different big 

companies downtown, and worked on the truck, and they would go 

out and fix the electricity when it went down.  And he would say 

you’d be surprised how many squirrels get in the things and eat the 

wires up and everything.  That was what he did. 

 

Keleigh Henry: You said you’ve had children.  Can you tell me a little bit about 

your children? 

 

J. Terwilleger: About my what? 

 

Keleigh Henry: Your children. 

 

J. Terwilleger: My children?  Well, my oldest son, Bret, is very artistic.  He’s part 

owner of Oden and Associates, and I don’t know if you all 

remember when the FedEx plane came and there was a big panda 

on there from China.  Do you all remember that?  Well, he did that.   

 

[0:42:00] 

 

 His company did that.  He does work for big companies like that, 

different things like that. 

   

 And then the son that Fred met outside is a retired fireman.  And 

he says that’s really hard work.  And I told him – I said, “Yes, but 

look how much good you do when you help people.”   

 

 He was working a fire one night and the ceiling fell in, and down 

he and the other guy went from the second floor to the first floor, 

but they weren’t hurt.   
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 And so that’s why you pray for everybody.  You always say, 

“Watch over so and so and keep ‘em safe.”  And I really believe 

that because he and this other man coulda been killed.  He coulda 

fallen and broke the neck or what have you, but the Lord was with 

‘em.  And it’s just – 

 

[0:43:00] 

  

 He said one thing.  It’s very sad because so many people get killed 

on the highway, and children are in there, babies, and old folks and 

middle-age folks.  But he said it’s just a sad – that’s the hardest 

part of being a fireman is pulling people out from wrecks and 

things like that.   

 

 But it’s something that we all need, and there are certain people 

that seem to be able to do that.  Now I wouldn’t be able to do it, 

but there are people that can. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Do you experience the Civil Rights Movement? 

   

J. Terwilleger: Hmm? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Do you experience the Civil Rights Movement? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Do I experience it? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Do you experience it?  Were you there around the time where the 

Civil Rights Movement happened? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Well, I just remember when Martin Luther King came to Memphis.   

 

[0:44:00] 

 

 And reading it in the newspaper like that is the way I remember the 

different things happening.   

 

Dorin Kenalis: Did the assassination of Martin Luther King affect a lot of people 

____? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Did what? 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Did the assassination of Martin Luther King, has it affected a lot of 

people? 
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J. Terwilleger: I’m sure he has.  Is that what you mean?  Every time I ever saw 

him on television, he was giving a speech.  I think God called him 

to be a leader.   

 

 You just don’t know about people when you’re growing up, and 

you just have to – and when you get older, look back over what 

they did.  I thought it was so sad that he was killed – 

 

[0:45:00] 

 

 The way he was.  But, thank goodness, they found out who did it. 

 

Dorin Kenalis: Now as a wrap up question, can you – will you give any advice to 

the youth in Memphis? 

 

J. Terwilleger: Would I give – well, again, I just say that education is the door that 

opens the door to what God wants you to do and to have success.  

If you’ve got education, you’re not gonna have as hard a time as 

somebody who hasn’t had an education.  And so I would say get an 

education, and stay close to God, and make sure that you’re 

walking with Him and trust Him – 

 

[0:46:00] 

 

 To bring you to where He wants you to be.  That’s what I tell the 

young people today. 

 

 I was just trying to think.  They talk about – today there’s so many 

different world views going around and everything, but I just 

would say try to, whatever you think and do, let the Bible guide 

you – be your guide on the things that come up in life because 

there’ll be many, many things that come up in life that you may be 

called to make a decision on. 

 

 And when you vote, know your people who are voting.  Find out 

about ‘em and vote for the ones that most nearly are like the ones 

that you feel like are good – 

 

[0:47:00] 

 

 Servants for government – a government servant. 

 

 That’s all I know how to tell you to do about that.  It’s just to use 

your education to walk through the door, and from then on let God 

lead you. 
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Keleigh Henry: ____ ____. 

 

J. Terwilleger: And stay active in your church, too. 

 

Keleigh Henry: We would like to thank you for participating in Crossroads to 

Freedom project. 

 

J. Terwilleger: I hope I haven’t confused you all with what I’m saying.  But I 

think you’re great.  You're a great group of young people, and I see 

a lot of potential in the room.  So don’t get lazy.  [Laughs]  

 

Dorin Kenalis: Thank you. 

 

[End of Audio] 


