
Rhodes College 20070810_feldman Page 1 of 16 
Interviewers – Joshua Jeffries and Francesca Davis 

Interviewee – Jesse Feldman 

 

www.escriptionist.com  Page 1 of 16 

Interview of Dr. Jesse Feldman.  Interviewed by Francesca Davis and Joshua Jeffries of the 

Crossroads to Freedom Project, Rhodes College.   

 

Dr. Jess Feldman is currently an Instructional Technology Coach for Memphis City 

Schools. A native of New York City, Feldman describes transitioning from New 

York to the intense racial and religious segregation of the South.  He recounts acts 

of discrimination he experienced because of his Jewish heritage at the University of 

Memphis. 

This interview was conducted in 2007 to be included in the Rhodes College Crossroads to Freedom 

Digital Archive Project.  

The transcripts represent what was said in the interview to the best of our ability. It 

is possible that some words, particularly names, have been misspelled. We have 

made no attempt to correct mistakes in grammar. 

 

Joshua: On behalf of the Crossroads to Freedom Project, we’d like to thank 

you for taking time out of your schedule today and interviewing 

with us.  So we’ll begin by asking you a little bit about your 

background, so can you state your name for us? 

Jesse Feldman: Sure, I’m Dr. Jesse Feldman. 

Joshua: Okay.  And what’s your current occupation? 

Jesse Feldman: I’m the middle school technology coach for the Memphis City 

Schools. 

Joshua: All right, now we’re gonna go, I guess, to you childhood. 

Jesse Feldman: Oh, yeah. 

Joshua: Get a little background about you.  Can you tell us about your 

parents, who they were and what they did? 

Jesse Feldman: My parents were middle class people, my father immigrated to this 

country when he was about eight years old.  I’m pretty sure he 

came to this country illegally, probably through Canada.  My 

mother was born here, her parents fled Russia during the Pogroms 

in the 1890s.   

[01:10] My father’s family left Romania and lived in several European 

countries until they came to this country sometime, I think around 

1907.  It’s been very difficult to trace their movements. 
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Joshua: What was your father’s name? 

Jesse Feldman: His name was Leon Feldman.  He didn’t have a middle name. 

Joshua: Okay.  What was your mom’s name? 

Jesse Feldman: Her real name was Tilly. 

Joshua: Mm-hmm. 

Jesse Feldman: But she didn’t like Tilly, so her name is Hattie. 

Joshua: Okay. 

Jesse Feldman: And I don't know if she ever, officially, changed it but this was 

done at a very young age. 

[02:00] 

Joshua:  Did you have any siblings growing up? 

 

Jesse Feldman: Yes, I have a sister.  Her name is Seena, S-E-E-N-A, kind of an 

unusual name but my mother knew someone who had a child with 

that name and liked the name. 

Joshua: And – 

Jesse Feldman: So my sister got it. 

Joshua: How was it for you growing up with your sister? 

Jesse Feldman: We lived in lower Manhattan. 

Joshua: Okay. 

Jesse Feldman: On First Avenue and 18th Street, in a place called Stuyvesant.  It 

was a post-war housing project for middle class people, run by 

Metropolitan Life Insurance.  We had a two bedroom apartment, 

my sister and I shared a room until we were, until I was 12, and 

then, obviously, something had to be done about that.   

[03:02] So she was only a year younger than I was, so we moved from 

Manhattan to Forest Hills, Queens.  My parents bought a home in a 

pretty good neighborhood, right near the Forest Hills Tennis 

Stadium.  In fact, I could look out my window and see it.  And I 

used to park cars in our driveway for people who went to the tennis 

matches. 
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Joshua: Okay.  Was there a vast difference between those two 

neighborhoods?  What differences did you notice? 

Jesse Feldman: Growing up in Manhattan, that’s a whole lifestyle right there.  You 

have the world at your feet.  Here I was, 11 and 12 years old, and I 

was taking city buses up to the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Joshua: Mm-hmm. 

Jesse Feldman: I mean, my parents couldn’t hold me down, that was it.   

[03:59] Out the door, I had 15 cents in my pocket and that was enough for, 

that was lunch, really, 15 cents, a slice of pizza and a Coke. 

 

Joshua: Wow. 

Jesse Feldman: So, but when we moved to Forest Hills, okay, so the subway ride 

was a quarter, I was still doing the same thing.  They could not 

hold me down.  I was still taking the subway into Manhattan and 

experiencing New York City, because that was, that was it. 

Joshua: Wow.  Sounds like such a free spirit, especially at a young age. 

Jesse Feldman: Well, it had so much to offer, there were so many different 

neighborhoods that were so cross-cultural.  

Joshua: Mm-hmm. 

Jesse Feldman: I mean, there was a microcosm of the world.  Everyone was there.  

I loved Greenwich Village, that was a real art kind of a colony 

thing.   

[05:01] Everything was happening there.  That was, when I was in my 

teens, that was the time for the beatniks, you know, and people 

were writing poems as graffiti on walls, and it was, like, this was 

downtown Manhattan, this was great. 

 

Joshua: Did you take your sister along? 

Jesse Feldman: No, nah, are you kidding?  Oh, no.  And you know, now that I 

think about it, I should have because my sister’s pretty darned 

smart.  She probably would have seen the things I didn’t see. 

Joshua: Mm-hmm. 
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Jesse Feldman: And fill me in.  Yeah, she’s a physician. 

Joshua: Oh, okay.  I guess she is smart. 

Jesse Feldman: She is smart. 

Joshua: What type of activities were you involved in, growing up?  Sports 

or __________ - 

Jesse Feldman: I played tennis, I was right there at the tennis stadium, we all 

played tennis. 

Joshua: Mm-hmm. 

[05:58] 

 

Jesse Feldman: I played baseball in junior high, and I was pretty good, and they 

took me to Puerto Rico to play every winter for three years.  We’d 

spend two weeks down there playing baseball and it was kind of a 

neighbor meeting neighbor, hands across the sea, kind of, you 

know, let’s go down there and play with those teens and spend 

time with them and meet them, and learn a little Spanish, you 

know.  We had a great time.  We stayed on the Navy base, they fed 

us, we played hardball, it was, it was good. 

 

Joshua: How was school for you? 

Jesse Feldman: School was terrible. 

Joshua: Why is that? 

[06:57] 

 

Jesse Feldman: We had these conformist teachers who were pretty rigid.  They, I 

must admit, I didn’t see a love for teaching or a love for education 

out of most of them.  There are a few that I remember that we 

worked for, because we liked them.   

 

And then there was this problem with my junior and senior year.  

You see, I went to Forest Hills High School, which backed up to 

Grand Central Parkway.  The other side of Grand Central Parkway, 

this is 1964, 1965, was the New York World’s Fair.  I’m talking 

about the World’s Fair in the backyard of the high school. 

 

Joshua: Wow. 
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Jesse Feldman: Okay, so 11:30 comes and you’re hungry and you go, “Hmm, let 

me see, cafeteria, bratwurst and a beer, cafeteria, GE World of 

Tomorrow, cafeteria, GM Car of Tomorrow.” 

[08:18] 

   

Joshua: Wow. 

Jesse Feldman: You know, it’s like, “A Belgian waffle or slop?”  You know, 

there’s no choice.  So we’d go across Grand Central Parkway and 

go, everyone had passes, I mean, that was it.  You bought a two-

year pass and you went to the World’s Fair and that was as good as 

Manhattan, only it was, I didn’t have to take a train.  And it was 

right there.  So, needless to say, my grades suffered.  But I did 

graduate. 

Joshua: Congratulations.  So, was this World Fair, was it a seasonal thing 

or – 

[9:00] No, this was, the World’s Fair was held every two years or, no, 

every five years. 

 

Joshua: Okay. 

Jesse Feldman: I mean, it’s a world kind of a thing.   

Joshua: Mm-hmm. 

Jesse Feldman: One year it’s in Japan, the next year it’s in Belgium, and it’s in, 

like, and so here it was in our backyard.  And every country was 

represented and I mean, this was the Cold War, even the Russians 

were there.  I mean everyone was there.  It was just the coolest, 

coolest thing. 

Joshua: Mm-hmm. 

Jesse Feldman: And I did something outside the World’s Fair, that turned out to be 

a blessing.  You know how they say to you, “Be your best every 

day because someone could be watching you,” and, and “You 

never know what’s gonna happen when someone sees you doing 

something that’s the right thing.”? 

Joshua: Mm-hmm. 

[10:00] So, I was walking down the street and I found a wallet.  This was 

1964, three or four, I don’t remember.  It had $300 in it.  You 

know how much $300 was in 1964?  You could buy a car for $300. 
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Joshua: That’s a lot now. 

Jesse Feldman: Maybe not a new one, but you could, you know, and I opened up 

the wallet and it had a schedule card from my high school.  So I 

put the wallet in my pocket and I took it home and I took it out and 

I showed my mother, and she said, “Well, what do you wanna do?”  

And I said, “Well, it’s not my money.  It’s a lot of money, but it’s 

not my money.  And here’s someone’s card that says who it is.”  

[10:51]  So, I brought it to school on Monday and I went into the 

principal’s office and I put the wallet down and he opens the wallet 

and takes a look at the money, and he looks at the card and they 

call the kid down to the room, into the principal’s office.  And he 

looks at the wallet and it’s on the principal’s desk, and he, the 

principal opens it up for him and there’s all the money.  He grabs 

the money and the wallet and runs out the door and never says 

another word.  And that, I don’t even remember ever seeing this 

kid before or after.  The principal takes me down to the assembly 

in the morning, where we have the flag pledge, and we sang ‘God 

Bless America’. 

 

Joshua: Mm-hmm. 

Jesse Feldman: And he gets me to hold the flag in front of the whole student body.  

We’re talking 3,000 students.  Okay, this is a big, New York high 

school.  And then he tells them what I had done.   

[12:59] I’m telling you, I didn’t live that down for two years, two more 

years.  Everyone ragged on me for doing that.  “How could you do 

that?”  But, when I, I had to go to college because this was 

Vietnam, and if you didn’t go, then they were looking at your 

lottery number that you had for your draft, for the draft lottery. 

 

Joshua: Mm-hmm. 

Jesse Feldman: And I had a reasonably high number, but still, if you were not, you 

didn’t have a college deferment, you would be in line to go.  So I 

had to go to college and I wound up coming here because a friend 

of mine was going here and I wrote him a letter.  And my principal 

sent my cumulative of record, you know, cumulative of record that 

follows you everywhere – 

Joshua: Everywhere. 
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Jesse Feldman: And right in the front was a letter of commendation that he wrote 

about what I had done.   

[13:00] And when they saw that at Memphis State, they said, “We don’t 

care about your grades, you’re in.”  I had a dorm room, I came, 

like, a week before college, I came.  “Yeah, we’ll get a room for 

you.”  You know, and I had it made.  I was not gonna go back to 

New York.  That was not the situation I wanted, I had to get away 

from the home situation.  My sister was gone, I needed to be gone. 

 

Franscesca: What was that transition like for you, coming from New York City 

down to Memphis? 

Jesse Feldman: I’m in a cab, riding from the Peabody to Memphis, to the 

University of Memphis. On the corner of Southern and Highland, 

there was a Laundromat, and it said, “White only” on it.   

[13:59] So I do this to my mother, and I said, “What is that?  What does 

that mean?”  I had no frame of reference for that.  That was, like, 

where the hell did that come from?  Does that mean sheets and 

towels only?  What does that mean? 

Franscesca: What year did you come down? 

Jesse Feldman: 1965. 

Franscesca: So you came to Memphis at – 

Jesse Feldman: It’s a critical time of change in Memphis, absolutely. 

Franscesca: How did you feel about what was going on in the city, in terms of 

the civil rights movement and all the activity that was taking 

place?  You said you didn’t really have a framework to understand 

– 

Jesse Feldman: Right.  I was, like, you know, deposited into this. 

Franscesca: Mm-hmm.   

Jesse Feldman: So I was in the dorm, I was, I’m Jewish, my roommate came with 

me, the guy that was coming, they put us together.  First week of, 

in the dorm, there was a swastika put on our door.   

[15:04] That was not very good.  My roommate did not handle that well.  

I’m a little more laid back, you know, I knew what was up there in 

that dorm, these are people in college, but they have no experience 

and very little education, really, not on the level that I had.  You 
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know, what frame of reference did these people have for hatred?  

They didn’t even, they knew no Jews.  That first year of college 

was trying, it was.  I was in the student center one day, and some 

guy came up behind me and held me, put his arms around me, big 

kid.  I’m not very big.  And this kid was – held me, held me tight 

and then another guy came up and started doing this.   

[16:09] And you know, I’m trying to kick him.  And then they let me go.  

And I said, “What the hell is this about?”  And the guy said to me, 

“Did you have your horns taken off?”  Horns?  No one ever, ever 

said to me, anything about Jews had horns.  I never – that was way 

out in left field.  They’re here looking for scars, that was way 

weird.  And you have an experience like that, you know these 

people have, they’re not very smart at all.  They have, they 

probably have never read a book on their own, that wasn’t assigned 

to them.  Way crazy. 

[16:58] 

Franscesca: That must’ve been very difficult for you to have to face, head on, 

actually, the segregation and the discrimination that is here in the 

city. 

 

Jesse Feldman: Well, I knew about the discrimination and segregation, not only in 

Memphis but in parts further south.  It wasn’t too long before I 

came, that Goodman Schwarner were killed.  I mean, that was right 

there in the headlines, I read about it, so you know, it was there.  

And the other side of that was, I had these girls come up to me and 

start coming on to me and being friendly with me.  And you know, 

you’re kind of wondering, okay, am I that good looking?   

[18:00] What’s the deal?  And then, at the end of the conversation was, 

“You wanna go to church with me?” 

   

Jesse Feldman: And you know, I got tired of that.  That was way, church, you 

know, don’t do that.  And you know, I’ve been to churches, but I 

mean, they really thought that this was a doable thing, that you 

could convert me or something.  I mean, you have so little idea of 

what framework I’m made up of to think that because you got a 

pretty face and a body, that I’m gonna follow you to church.  I 

mean, that was, you know. 

Franscesca: It’s interesting that you say that because we hear, when we hear 

about the civil rights movement and in general, we hear about 

racism discrimination, we rarely get the chance to hear the story of 

people who come from different religious backgrounds, are 

discriminated against.   
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[19:03] When, were you ever actively involved in Memphis, in terms of 

getting out into the city to figure out and find a niche here in 

Memphis when you came? 

 

Jesse Feldman: We kind of had a built-in niche because when you got here, the 

student, the Jewish Student Organization would corral you in and 

give you the lowdown.  When the high holy days came, there was 

a place for you to go.  The synagogues opened their doors for you, 

no problem.  And the families would take you in, they would take 

you, being on Shabbat on Friday night and have a nice meal and 

you could meet their daughters, which was always what they were 

after, funny, but you know, that’s the way life works.   

[20:00] After a few years at the university, I got into student government 

and I did the, a bunch of activities.  My junior year, my friend and 

I decided to move into an apartment, so I left the dorm.  And you 

know, as you progress through the years, you kind of get, like, 

privileges in the dorm.  You get, like, a lower floor, you know, 

they’d stick the freshmen up by the, on the top floor, and the 

seniors are down on the first floor.  You know, it’s the way it 

worked.   

 

So I was in an apartment, and then, all of  a sudden, that went 

down the tubes, no apartment, I had to go back to the dorm.  But 

they’d already given out all the senior rooms so the Dean calls me 

in and says,  

 

[21:00] “Got a room for you, but we need to talk about it.”  And I said, 

“Okay.”  And he says, “Your roommate’s gonna be black.”  I said, 

“Okay.”  I mean, we’re not gonna draw a line down the middle of 

the room.  He’s gonna be black, I am what I am, I don’t have a 

problem with it.  So the first day I met Donny Lynn Bush, he was 

from Winona, Mississippi, nice kid.  He was a freshman, I think.  I 

was a junior, a couple years older than him, but hey, we shared a 

room for a year.  He was a nice guy.  And we, I can’t remember if I 

had a car then, but we went out in the community together and did 

things, not everything, but some things. 

 

Franscesca: Was there tension on the campus between the different religious 

groups and also about African American students? 

[22:01] 

 

Jesse Feldman: Oh yeah, that was, there was tension at that time, absolutely.  I 

knew David Acey pretty well.  And at the time, I think he was a 
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student, the head of Black Students Association, and then he 

became, I think he graduated and then came on to being 

administration.  So there were all kinds of protests and activities 

that were put on by the Black Students Association for black 

students, some, you know, maybe some that they tried to include a 

lot of the students in a mixed group, we’re going back here over 30 

years, so my memory is really a little shady on that.   

[23:14] But I didn’t, I don’t remember, really, any kind of overt hatred 

toward the Jewish students.  I think that black students knew that 

maybe they were first on the hate list but we were second and we 

kind of fell into that minority group together. 

Franscesca: Did you, yourself, become involved in any push for equality for 

your culture, your religion, or also for the African American 

students as well? 

[23:56] 

 

Jesse Feldman: We had issues for Jewish students, especially around our Jewish 

holidays.  The first day of school, when I was a freshman, was on a 

Jewish holiday.  That never happened to me when I was going to 

school back in New York.  There was no school that day, that was 

it, you were out.  So you have to take off the first day of school for 

your religious observance, first day of school is a pretty important 

day.  So we tended not to be too overt, we worked behind the 

scenes.  So we got some of those issues addressed, and I was 

happy for that. 

 

Franscesca: What did the work involve? 

[25:00] We would have local community people involved with that, people 

who had influence with the university.  I mean, that was an issue 

that, you know, this was 1965, six.  For the first time, there were 

much larger numbers of Jewish students on the campus because 

this was the baby boomers’ coming of age.  We were like this 

flood.  Instead of two or three Jews, here was 70, you know, this 

was a whole different story.  And yeah, they started to get noticed. 

 

Franscesca: You talked a little bit about when you first came down to Memphis 

and you saw the “White only” signs and also about people just, 

somewhat, being unaware of the different cultures that exist in our 

society.   
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[26:04] How did you personally feel about the diversity that was 

happening at the University of Memphis and how did you, how 

were you able to cope with the fact that you yourself had been 

discriminated against? 

 

Jesse Feldman: You know, when I was growing up, there was never an issue about 

your being discriminated against, so I’ll be truthful with you in that 

it was sometimes hard for me to recognize it.  You know, you 

weren’t picked why?  Okay, they picked someone else, they didn’t 

pick you, maybe next time you’ll get picked.  So you don’t always 

recognize when you’re being discriminated against. Only later, 

when you become more mature and you’re able to put the pieces 

together do you realize that there’s a potential problem.   

[27:08] And then you have to go to work on that problem and you gotta 

work hard.  And you do that by building relationships, by putting 

your face in someone, not in an antagonistic way, but in a way that 

shows to them that you’re as human as they are with the same 

kinds of needs and wants.  You know, if you want to, if you want 

something, you don’t yell and demand on it in a way that puts the 

person on the defensive.  What you do is you ask about that 

person’s personal life, you know.  You ask about his humanity.  

[28:03] And then what happens, they in turn, ask you about yours and then 

you begin to have, to build a relationship. 

  

Franscesca: Mm-hmm. 

Jesse Feldman: And you do that time and time and time again with lots of people.  

And they begin to see you in a different light. 

Joshua: Did you have any role models during this time, whose ideas sort of 

helped you get through such a discriminatory time? 

Jesse Feldman: I’m sure there were role models.  There are some people that, 

today, I still consider role models, like Harry Truman and Alan 

Dershowitz.   

[29:00] There are some others.  Right now I’m reading a book on Einstein, 

his biography.  It’s a very interesting book to show how, while he 

was not a practicing Jew, he was discriminated against for being 

Jewish.  I mean, I doubt he saw the inside of a synagogue past the 

age of ten.  I don’t even think he was bar mitzvahed, wasn’t even 

addressed in the book, in his early life.  Yet positions that he 

wanted were refused. 
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Franscesca: I wanna backtrack a little bit.  You mentioned that having, or the 

power of communication in terms of interacting one on one with 

people and being able to dialogue and have conversation, to get to 

know your humanity better.   

[29:58] Do you feel that efforts made by organizations in Memphis such as 

the NAACP kind of have the right mindset in terms of not being 

forceful or violent in terms of fighting for legal and social change 

here in the city, in Memphis?  Were you aware of that at all? 

 

Jesse Feldman: At the time, Maxine Smith was the head of the local NAACP and 

she was in the newspaper all the time.  But I had a chance to meet 

her once, and she’s quite an impressive person.  She, on a one-to-

one basis, she was soft spoken, purposeful, you knew that what she 

was fighting for was the right thing, and I think that over time, 

your methods for getting what you want tend to, may change 

because the times change.   

[31:08] And I don’t really, I don’t think that violence is the answer for, to 

solve any problem, I don’t.  I think jail might be a good thing for 

some people who need it, but violence, I’m not in favor of.  I don’t 

support corporal punishment and we never did that with our 

children.  And I have two nice kids, so – 

 

Franscesca: What did you do after graduating from the University of Memphis?  

Where, did you stay in Memphis? 

Jesse Feldman: Yes, I stayed here in Memphis.  As I told you, I was not going 

back to New York.  And I got a job with the City Schools.   

[31:56] I had to sign a paper that said I would volunteer to go to a minority 

school because this was the very beginning of desegregation, so I 

went to Lincoln Junior High, which was off of South Parkway and 

Orleans.  And that’s, that junior high used to be Southside High 

School, so it had a big reputation.  And I went there and taught my 

first three years.  And it, I was a new teacher, you learn a lot being, 

your first few years of teaching.  I think the students had more 

problems with themselves than they did with the teachers.   

 

I think poverty creates a lot of problems that people don’t know 

how to solve.   
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[33:00] And by the fourth year, I left that school and was invited to join a 

project that the City Schools was putting on, called the Ethnic 

Studies Heritage Program.  And it involved a diversity type 

initiative for all of the teachers and classrooms.  So we devised a 

curriculum for diversity and we went into middle and high schools 

and delivered it.  There was a lot of antagonism in there, in that.  

Not only in the schools that were predominantly white, but with 

those that were predominantly black as well.  The program only 

lasted one year.  There was a lot of antagonism. 

 

[34:00] What year was this? 

 

Jesse Feldman: ’73, four.  Long time ago. 

Joshua: Not that long ago. 

Jesse Feldman: Really? 

Joshua: But clearly a lot of time. 

Jesse Feldman: How old are you? 

Joshua: 21.  Do you feel that much has changed since the sixties and early 

seventies and now? 

Jesse Feldman: In ways, a lot has changed. 

Joshua: Mm-hmm. 

Jesse Feldman: Really, and I’m really pleased with it.  I meet 1500 teachers every 

year and I don’t say, “Call me Dr. Feldman.”  I ask them to call me 

Jesse.  And I talk to them like a teacher, ‘cause I am a teacher.  

And my job is to go in and solve their problem.  ‘cause everyone 

has a problem.   

[35:00] “I can’t do this.  I wanna do that.   Help me with this.”  And I do.  

And when I finish, they’re happy and I’m happy, and that’s great.  

And we’re just two people helping each other. 

 

Franscesca: You mentioned earlier, when you first became an educator, that 

poverty seemed to be an issue.  Do  you still think that’s prevalent 

in Memphis City Schools today? 

Jesse Feldman: Oh yes.  Really, poverty influences our school system, just 

tremendously.  It has to do with student transition and student 

locations.   
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[36:48] Single parent household, single mother, has difficulty on the job, 

loses her job or has to take off from her job, can’t afford the 

apartment, so they’re in one school, now they gotta get up, go 

live with grandma in another part of the city.  Kids get up, move 

to another part of the city, another school.  Do you know what 

that is like during the year?  What percentage?  I would guess 

that 25 percent of our students are mobile like that.  Several 

times a year, they’re going from school to school to school.  

There’s no consistency.  And that’s one of the initiatives that Dr. 

Johnson has put in place, to help the teachers try to be on the 

same page and the same book at the same time, to help that 

consistency.  So a child comes in, they’re not totally lost.  

They’ve got enough problems dealing with the social aspects of 

it, much less the academic.   

 

[37:00] And that is due to poverty.  You know, you gotta think about your 

next meal for those children, not what project homework is due in 

two weeks.  That’s on the burner, back burner.  It plays a big part. 

 

Franscesca: In addition to the lack of stability that you just mentioned, what 

other issues do you feel still plague the Memphis City School 

System? 

Jesse Feldman: We need more and better teachers and we need more technology.  

We have to prepare our students for the world of work, and the 

world of work involves a computer, it does.   

[38:00] Most classrooms, right now, have, at least they’re supposed to 

have four working computers and a teacher workstation.  That’s 

not enough for a class of 25.  That’s just not enough.  We have a 

couple of initiatives in the school system where we have one to one 

laptops, where students get issued a laptop at the, in the morning, 

when they walk in, and they can use that.  I love that.  There are 

some connectivity issues because when 25 kids try to access one 

Apple Airport, okay, so the net is gonna be a little slow.  All right, 

so  you get another Airport, but that’s money that the school has to 

find.  But that’s where we have to go.   

[38:59] You look at the private schools in town, they’re one to one schools.  

Each kid has his own laptop and that’s it.  And if there are 

technical issues, the school has someone to fix it.  You know, our 

schools have someone, in name only, mostly, who is a tech 

coordinator. 

 

Franscesca: Something that’s been in the media lately, or in recent months, is 

some want this intersection between No Child Left Behind and its 
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implications on the public school system and how that could 

possibly lead to the elimination of it.  What do you feel about that? 

Jesse Feldman: To me, No Child Left Behind is a double edged type sword.  It 

forces us to raise the bar, good thing.  Okay, it includes people who 

should not be in the population.   

[40:00] It’s all – we have populations in our school system, the special ed 

students, who are factored into No Child Left Behind numbers.  

There’s no way to beat that.  there isn’t. 

 

Joshua: Um – 

Jesse Feldman: I got one more. 

Joshua: Okay. 

Jesse Feldman: Well, I just lost that train, all right, I may find it. 

Joshua: I guess, as we conclude, what advice or wisdom do you think 

people from our generation should take from the civil rights 

movement for today?  And I’ll leave you thinking about that ‘cause 

we’ve talked a lot about education and a lot of people think their 

education is sort of the next civil rights push, so what words of 

wisdom do you have for people from our generation? 

[41:05] 

 

Jesse Feldman: Our junior high and high school students have no connection to the 

civil rights movement.  It’s just some thing that they, that’s kind of 

floating around in the air that they can’t grab onto.  It’s not part, 

they don't know where it is.  I’m challenging you, not only to read 

about it in the little bits and pieces too, but to teach it to someone, 

as well.  That has to be done.  The, I think the middle class black 

Memphian needs to grab hold of that and teach it to a younger , a 

younger child.  They’ve got to know about this.  You can’t know 

where you’re going unless you know where you’ve been, where 

your people have been.  I have this kind of a saying, it’s kind of 

like a little story. 

 

[42:07] I was on the golf course, at a public golf course, and I didn’t have 

someone to play with, so they paired me up with someone.  So I’m 

walking down the very first fairway after hitting my ball, and the 

guy next to me is a preacher.  And he’s, what’s he doing?  You 

know what he’s doing.  He’s inviting me to his church.  So I said 

to him, “Look behind me.  You see all those people?”  And he 
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turned around.  I said, “My father, my grandfather, and five 

thousand years of Jews are following me.  They’re all there.”  I 

said, “There’s too many to fit in your church.  But they’re gonna 

squeeze into a one room synagogue.”  And that’s the story. 

 

[43:00] Wow.  Well you shared some really, really profound experiences 

and insights with us, so we’d just like to thank you once again for 

interviewing with us.  We enjoyed it very much. 

 

Jesse Feldman: You’re very welcome. 

Franscesca: Thank you. 

[end of audio] 


