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Amy Madjlesi: On behalf of Crossroads to Freedom, I want to thank you for 

taking the time to share your story with us today.  Today is June 

30th, 2011.  I’m Amy Madjlesi, a student at the University of 

Memphis, and we’re talking with Mrs. Martha Wiles at her home 

in Midtown Memphis. 

 

 She is joined by one of her daughters and granddaughters.  Mrs. 

Wiles, thank you so much for sitting down with us.  Let’s start 

with some biographical questions to get you all’sya’lls memories 

going.   

 

 Could you introduce yourself and tell us your name and when  and 

where you were born? 

 

Martha Wiles: I am Martha Wiles.  I was born in Middle Tennessee Vicksburg  

Lewisburg, Tennessee.  Small town out from Nashville.  My 

husband was born there, too. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And what year were you born? 

 

Martha Wiles:  1911. 

 

Amy Madjlesi:  Okay. 

 

Martha Wiles:  If I make it until September, I will be 100.   

 

[0:00:59] 

 

Amy Madjlesi:  And what about you two?  Could you introduce yourself? 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Yeas.  My name is Vicki SeagoSeato, and I was born in Memphis.  

I am the only granddaughter. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, okay. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: And I’m Hariott Lipscomb, and I was born in Memphis also. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay.  So, Mrs.iss Wiles, could you tell me a little bit about your 

parents, who they were and where they were born? 

 

Martha Wiles: They were born in LouisburgLewisburg.  My father was a 

decorator.  Of course, my mother was a homemaker.  I had – there 

was seven of us siblings.  I was in the middle, and I think I’ve been 

in the middle all of my life.   

 

 But, anyway, that’s – 



 MIMI Page 2 of 25 
Amy Madjlesi, Jiawen Li, Martha Wiles, Vicki SeatoSeagoSeato, Hariott Lipscomb 

 

www.verbalink.com  Page 2 of 25 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay. 

 

Martha Wiles: Where we were. 

 

[0:02:00] 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And could you tell me about when did you move to Memphis? 

 

Martha Wiles: In 1932.  I – my husband was down here in pharmacist school, and 

we married, and I came to visit with him. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And when did you move into this house on Court Avenue? 

 

Martha Wiles: I think it was about ’40, ’44, 1944.  

 

Amy Madjlesi: And what was the neighborhood like then? 

 

Martha Wiles: It was very nice.  Very nice.  Everyone was _congenial,___ and 

friendly.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: And what did you call this neighborhood surrounding Court? 

 

Martha Wiles: East BEend.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: And do you remember who some of your neighbors were when 

you first moved in or maybe over the years? 

 

[0:03:042] 

 

Martha Wiles:  Well, it’s been so long.  I doncan’t remember too much. 

 

Vicki SeatoSeagoSeato:  Did a former mayor? 

 

Martha Wiles:  Yeah. 

 

Vicki SeatoSeagoSeatoSeago:  Live in the next block. 

 

Martha Wiles: Larry Mayor Overton was the mayor at that time.  He lived up the 

street, and across the street in a big apartment there, the Davis’s 

lived.  James Davis.   

 

[Crosstalk] 

 



 MIMI Page 3 of 25 
Amy Madjlesi, Jiawen Li, Martha Wiles, Vicki SeatoSeagoSeato, Hariott Lipscomb 

 

www.verbalink.com  Page 3 of 25 

Martha Wiles: They had stores.  Clothing store.  And at that time, there wereas no 

houses on that place, and there was just a lot.  That’s where the 

children played.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: And were there any churches or businesses in this neighborhood 

back then? 

 

Martha Wiles: Yes.  There was a Methodist at Union and Cooper which has just 

recently been torn down.   

 

[0:04:032] 

 

Martha Wiles: That church ____ [Inaudible] and up the street was a Baptist 

church then on down, at McClean on down to Idlewild that I 

belong to, and they were there for 79 years.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, wow.  Were there any stores or businesses around here? 

 

Martha Wiles: Yes.  Like from McCleaain to I would say Kimborough, there were 

all kinds of shops.  You could just buy anything there.  You didn’t 

have to go any farther.  Of course, there were no malls or anything 

at that time. 

 

 But it was –  

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Aaround the corner, there was a lot of stores at Cooper and 

Madisonx. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, okay.   

 

[0:04:58] 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Yes, there was a pharmacy there, bakery, a grocery store, just a lot 

of businesses there. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay.  And do you have any memories from this neighborhood 

from maybe the ‘40s or ‘50s when you moved in that you’d like to 

share? 

 

Martha Wiles: Well, my _____.memory. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: But she may. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay.   
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Vicki SeagoSeato: Tell them about when you and Honey married and you a’ll moved 

to Memphis, and you lived on Jefferson. 

 

Martha Wiles: We lived on Jefferson and Edgewood, and my husband worked at 

the car dealer at that time.  Then came the Depression and the 

people that we lived with lost everything. 

[0:05:59] 

 

Martha Wiles: They lost their home.  So that’s when we had to move, find our 

own place to move, but those folks had a hard time it seemed. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And you mentioned that you belonged to Idlewild.  Is there 

anything about this church that makes it unique? 

 

Martha Wiles: Well, I think it’s the prettiest church in Memphis.  It’s a beautiful 

church, and I have loved being there all thoese years.  Not long 

ago, they gave me a life membership. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, what does that mean? 

 

Martha Wiles: That I’ve just been there long time. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: They can’t get rid of her. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh.   

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Can’t get kicked out.  

  

 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Can you tell me a little bit about your late husband and where he 

was from and what he did through his life? 

 

Martha Wiles: Well, he, too, was from VicksburgLewisburg, and we went to high 

school together.  We were high school sweethearts then, when he 

finished school, he came back here to go to UT pharmacy school.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: So he was a pharmacist? 

 

Martha Wiles: Huh? 

 

Amy Madjlesi: So he was a pharmacist?   

 

Martha Wiles: Yes, yes. 
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Amy Madjlesi: And could you tell me a little bit about Wiles- Smith Drugstore? 

 

Martha Wiles: Well, that’s a long story. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Well, we’d love to hear it. 

 

Martha Wiles: The We spent the best part of ourmy livfe’ is there.  At one time – 

at that time, my husband had interest in three stores.  One on 

Poplar, one across town and then the one on union.  And that was 

during the war and help was hard to gett. and he was just going 

from store to the other.  You know?   

 

[0:07:56]08:00] 

 

Martha Wiles: He was just going from store to the other.  You know?  So he 

decided to consolidate and just set up one store.  That’s when he 

decided on the one on union which, at the time, I thought was a 

bad choice, but as it turned out, it was the best move he ever made. 

 

 And, well. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: What year did the drugstore open? 

 

Martha Wiles: I think it was 1944. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay.  And do you remember what was around – what was around 

the drugstore on Union at that time? 

 

Martha Wiles: Yes.  That block was just like family almost.  It was all the 

businesses. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Tell them which businesses were. 

 

Martha Wiles: Well, there was a Happy Day Laundry on the corner.  There was a 

men’s clothing store right next to the drug store.  There was’s a 

grocery store.  There was a liquor store down on the corner. 

 

[0:09:041] 

 

Martha Wiles:  And the – 

 

Hariott Lipscomb:  Beauty parlor. 

 

Martha Wiles:  Beauty parlor, barbershop, just like a small town. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato:  All family owned? 
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Martha Wiles:  Yeah, most of it. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And let’s see.  Do either of you all have any memories from the 

early years of the drugstore?  

 

Martha Wiles:  Well, all the children worked there.  They grew up in the – 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: As soon as we could reach the cash register, but it was fun. 

 

Martha Wiles: But we spent so much time there that, if our friends wanted to see 

us, they had to come to the drugstore, and they all called it the 

Wiles Country Club. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh.   

 

Martha Wiles: So. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: So it was more of a social gathering as well as a pharmacy. 

 

Martha Wiles: Uh-huh. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And there was a lunch counter in there? 

 

Martha Wiles: Yes, yes. 

 

[0:10:0009:59] 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: And at noon, you could hardly get in the drugstore.  Right, Mimi?   

 

Martha Wiles: Uh-huh. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: It was so busy. 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah and we had a good business. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Tell them about some of your regular customers that would come 

in there.  Ruth Brinker was one of them.   

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah.  We had one customer.  She lived around the corner.  She 

was in the real estate business, and she took up one booth and took 

care of her business there, and we called it her – 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Her office. 

 

Martha Wiles: Ruth’s office.  That’s what we called it. 
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Amy Madjlesi: And what was her name? 

 

Martha Wiles: Ruth. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: John FineChannel 5 would come in there frequently. 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah.  Oh, John FineChannel 5 ate with us.  We just had a good 

business.  Good life. 

 

[0:110:0057]  

 

Hariott Lipscomb: The – oh, our friends loved the ___ familysoda fountain.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: It was popular. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And do you remember the Civil Rights Era around Wiles- Smith or 

do you remember any events of segregation or integration going on 

at Wiles- Smith? 

 

Martha Wiles: Well, I remember the strike – the garbage strike and the – Martin 

Luther King was here, you know, and they were marching.  And 

they were supposed to come down Union Avenue.  So um – I think 

we had a bad snowstorm or it was the weather, and they didn’t get 

to march on down there. 

 

 But we were prepared for them.  Someone asked my husband, 

“What are you going to do if they came in and wanted to eat.”  He 

said, “Well, I would serve them.”  So. 

 

[0:12:04] 

 

Martha Wiles: We were always friendly with all of them.  ___ ____We 

[inaudible]  integration. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And you all served some of the men who worked at the dairy 

factory nearby. 

 

Martha Wiles: Yes, it was an iIce cream factory on the corner.  It was. Of course 

there were a lot of  _____ black men that worked there, and there 

was an alley behind the ____ store, and they would come down the 

alley and come in the backdoor and get their plates and go upstairs, 
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we had a table and chairs for them up there.  ___ ____.  So we had tables and chairs for them up there.  They ate their lunch. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: And I remember that.  Because atAs of that time, I was a 

preschooler, and I spent a lot of time in my grandfather’s office 

which was also upstairs, and I would be in his office playing with 

Natalie Wood paper dolls. 

 

[0:13:002:56] 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: And the men from Midwest Dairy would come up and have their 

lunch, and of course, I could hear them talking.  And I would be in 

and out – would visit with them, and not too very long ago, I asked 

my grandmother why the men from Midwest Dairy were eating 

upstairs because, in my preschool brain, it didn’t dawn on me. 

 

 And she said, “Well, because the __ group was black and white, 

and they couldn’t all sit together downstairs.” 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: But my father was very good to all the black people that worked in 

the neighborhood.  I mean  a lot atof the laundry would come 

down, and a lot of them couldn’t afford their medicine and.  H he 

would give it to them and just kind of looked after them. 

 

Begin Segment 3: [0:13:48] 

 

Amy Madjlesi: So, before forced integration, you a’ll were serving African 

Americans who lived in the neighborhood nearby.   

 

2nd cut at [0:13:5814:00] 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: And I think my grandfather would loan money – 

 

Martha Wiles: Oh, yes. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: To those who needed it. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And how – do you remember the sanitation strike or anything 

going on with the Civil Rights Era? 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: I remember a curfew, and I remember the National Guard coming 

in.  And there were tanks, you know, going up and down the 

streets.  I can remember going after behind a tank. 
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Amy Madjlesi: Oh, wow.  So did you find it difficult explaining some of these 

racial issues to maybe your children or grandchildren at the time 

or? 

 

Martha Wiles: No.  They just seemed to understand it or just – we had a good 

relationship with all of our help, and they [inaudible].and we ____.   

 

[0:15:00] 

 

Martha Wiles: Some of them were almost family.  You know? 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Right. 

   

Vicki SeagoSeato: We talked about that question a little bit, and there – at that time, in 

the ‘40s and early ‘50s, there was no other way.  So it didn’t come 

up as a family discussion.  Did it? 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: No. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Probably not until about 1968 when the sanitation workers struck 

and then Martin Luther King came down.  Would you say that’s 

when you first remember? 

 

Martha Wiles:             uhum..uhum.. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And do you remember what Memphis was like maybe after Martin 

Luther King’s assassination or anything from that – those years? 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah.  It was – they were upset.  You know?  So really bad for 

awhile. 

 

[0:165:0058] 

 

Martha Wiles: Before it calmed down. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Were you afraid to go out after the assassination and when the 

National Guard was here?  Did you – in this neighborhood, did you 

feel uneasy? 

 

Martha Wiles: No.  I don’t remember ever being afraid.  Not like it is now.   

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: What about you, Mom ____?  I mean, as a teenager, did you – 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: No.  I don’t think I ever felt threatened. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: So you felt safe as long as you stayed in certain – 
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Hariott Lipscomb: Yeah. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: In certain neighborhoods. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And where did you go to high school? 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Central. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, okay.   

 

Martha Wiles: When she was in high school, well, my husband would sent the 

deliveryman to take her to school every morning, and one morning, 

they got to stopstopped, and I’m sure she was in the front seat. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Because the deliveryman was black.   

 

Amy Madjlesi:  Oh, okay. 

. 

Vicki SeatoSeagoSeato:  And – 

 

[0:17:00] 

 

Amy Madjlesi:  So that might not have been allowed or – 

 

Martha Wiles:  Nuh-uh. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb:  No.   

 

Martha Wiles:  It was ____.suspicious in Memphis. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: So a police officer would just stop a mixed – it could be two men.  

Couldn’t it?  White man and a white man? 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Cause for investigation, I guess. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Wow.  And what kinds of entertainment did you enjoy in Memphis 

in maybe the ‘60s or early ‘70s?   

 

Martha Wiles: Well, shows and plays and – 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: The Shell. 

 

Martha Wiles: The Shell, yeah.  That was really the highlight, I think, of Memphis 

at that time.   
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Vicki SeagoSeato: What all would you go to see at the Shell? 

 

Martha Wiles: Oh, I don’t know, Margaret [inaudible] would sang.____ __, you 

know, sang. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: So they’d have opera there? 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah.   

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: It was just – 

 

[Crosstalk] 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: The symphony, I think. Wasn’t it? 

 

[0:18:00] 

 

Amy Madjlesi: What about Beale Street?  Did you a’ll ever go out down there, or 

was that different from how it is now or? 

 

Martha Wiles: Well, we never did go down there much. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, okay. 

 

Martha Wiles: Beale Street was famous, you know____. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Uh-huh. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: You stayed around here – around the Shell. 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah, yeah.   

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: I think there was a Sunday tradition, though.  You might want to 

address that. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: To attend the zoo every Sunday afternoon whether you wanted to 

go or not. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay.  So, in your family, that was just sort of a family tradition?  

Do you all have any other family traditions around Memphis?    

Maybe places where you a’ll went to go eat a lot or anything like 

that? 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato:  Tell them about Bill and Jim’s. 
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Martha Wiles: Oh, yeah.  We ____ ordered at Bill and Jim’s Restaurant.  That was at 

Madison and – 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: McCleain? 

 

Martha Wiles: McCleain.   

 

[0:19:03] 

 

Martha Wiles: Uh-huh.  And when we’d get off of work, we’d call ahead of time, 

tell them what we wanted, and they’d have it ready for us.  Then 

on Sundays, we would always go to Griffins ____ downtown.  

That was every Sunday most of the time. 

Begin Segment 4: [0:19:24] 

Amy Madjlesi: Well, so, now when you were in high school, was that prior to 

integration? 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Yes. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay.  So you probably don’t – didn’t have any experiences with 

that in the school system here. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: No, I did not. 

 

Begin Segment 4: [0:19:41] 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay.  Well, can any of yaou a’ll, if you can talk about what might 

have changed here in Memphis just in the time that you’ve lived 

here or things that have not changed in Memphis?  If you can 

speak to any of that. 

 

[0:20:0019:58] 

 

Martha Wiles: Of course, I have seen a lot of changes since 1932.  Two lane roads 

to the expressway and just – at that time, _____ ____[inaudible] 

was almost in the country. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh. 

 

[Crosstalk] 

 

Martha Wiles: Almost country.  Uh-huh and, of course, that’s before the world 

was computerized.____ for me ____.  Computerized.  Bboggles 

my mind.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: So Memphis used to be much smaller? 
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Martha Wiles: Uh-huh.  When I came here, it was. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: And I can remember being able to go up to the corner – get on a 

street corner, trolley, or bus. 

 

 

  

 

Amy Madjlesi: And that was all in this neighborhood right here?   

 

Martha Wiles: Uh-huh. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: The Memphian Theatre is where Circuit Playhouse is now. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, okay.   

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: And if you wanted to shop, you would go downtown.  Wouldn’t 

you?   

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Oh, yeah, yeah. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: That was certainly the hub of Memphis. 

 

Martha Wiles: Oh, yeah, yeah.  Main Street. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Yes. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: What all was downtown? 

 

Martha Wiles: Well, there was _____ [Inaudible] and Lowenstein, Reeds  

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Goldsmith. 

 

Martha Wiles: Goldsmith. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Which is Macy’s now. 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah, which is Macy’s now. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh. 

 

Martha Wiles: They were down at the end of Main Street. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Levy’s. 

 



 MIMI Page 14 of 25 
Amy Madjlesi, Jiawen Li, Martha Wiles, Vicki SeatoSeagoSeato, Hariott Lipscomb 

 

www.verbalink.com  Page 14 of 25 

Martha Wiles: Yeah, Levy’s. 

 

[0:221:0259] 

 

Martha Wiles: Just everything was on Main Street. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And there used to be trolley lines down there.   

 

Martha Wiles: Uh-huh.   

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: And you dressed up to go, didn’t you? 

 

Martha Wiles: Oh, yeah.  Dressed up to go spend the day, have lunch and ___in 

[inaudible] tea room which was very popular place.  Shop all day.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: And what about Overton Square?  That has changed a lot. 

 

Martha Wiles: Oh, yes.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: Over the years. 

 

Martha Wiles: Breaks my heart.  Used to be a busy place and now it’s just real 

bad.  We___ hope that it will come back.  They’re working on it.   

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: I can speak about Overton Square a little bit. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: That would be more of my time. 

 

[0:22:57] 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Now I can remember Overton Square as a four year old, too, and 

there was a drugstore on the corner, Perty Jester.  Was that it? 

 

Martha Wiles: Yes. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: And a bakery.  That was delicious. 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: And then a hardware store. 

 

Martha Wiles: And a grocery store.  
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Vicki SeagoSeato: But then, as those businesses sold out, nightlife came to Overton 

Square. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And what was that like? 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Oh, that was so much fun, and Mimi and Honey were in the middle 

of it whether they wanted to be or not because they were so close.  

But TGI Friday’s was one of the first businesses to come in and 

then Lafayette’s Music Room. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: And they had all kinds of live performances.  Bombay Bicycle 

Cclub was across the street. 

 

[0:24:01] 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: And Paulette’s Restaurant was also there and, until February, was 

still there, and from, I guess, the late ‘70s – for about a ten year 

time span there, late ‘60s on into the late ‘70s, Overton Square was 

the most popular spot for Memphis nightlife.  And on a weekend 

night, the crowds were so large that it was hard to find a parking 

place. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, wow. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: And so, often times, my friends and I would just come park in 

Mimi’s driveway. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Yeah. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: And then we would walk but there were cars all up and down 

Court Avenue and the adjacent streets, and the crowd on Madison 

Avenue looked like the Beale Street crowd does now.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay. 

 

[0:25:00] 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Kind of like a Bourbon Street. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Crowd. 

[0:25:00] 

Martha Wiles: Yeah. 
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Vicki SeagoSeato: You know, people spilling out onto the streets and just a lot going 

on.  So we were sad when those businesses failed or moved and 

then there was talk of a new grocery store, but we’ve not seen 

anything yet.  But we’re hoping the Loeb___ family will come 

through and change that. 

 

Martha Wiles: Yes. 

 

Begin Segment 5: [0:25:27] 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And, well, is there any advice that you would want to give younger 

Memphians or any message you’d like to give for younger 

Memphians? 

 

Martha Wiles: Well, study hard and go to college, get a good education, work 

hard.  Be happy.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: Are there any changes or hopes that you have for Memphis that 

you’d like to see in the future? 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: We want it to be safer. 

 

Martha Wiles:  Yeah.  Not so much shooting going on.   

 

[0:26:073] 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Are there any other stories that you’d like to add that we haven’t 

covered so far?   

 

Martha Wiles: Well, I think we pretty well covered everything. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Could you tell me about the couch you're sitting on now?   

 

Martha Wiles: Yes.  This is, this is from Boss Crump’s family, and his son lives 

around the corner.  And when he died, Ihe told his son, if they sold 

it, I would like it.  So I came home from work one afternoon, and 

this couch was sitting on my front porch. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh.   

 

Martha Wiles: And I’vem enjoyeding it. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: So and you’ve had this couch since Boss Crump passed away? 

 

Martha Wiles: Uh-huh. 
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Amy Madjlesi: Okay.   

 

[0:26:57] 6 cut 

 

Amy Madjlesi:  Well, is there anything else that you’d like to add or? 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: I just remember this being a wonderful neighborhood to grow up 

in, and hopefully, it will remain that way.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay.   

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Felt safe and secure.  Want things to stay the same. 

 

Jiawen Li: So, Mimi, you’ve seen so many changes since 1932.  Like what 

makes you want to stay in Memphis for so long? 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato:             Since you’ve seen so many changes. 

 

Jiawen Li: Yes. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato:            What makes you still want to stay here? 

 

Jiawen Li: Stay in Memphis? 

 

Martha Wiles: Oh, it’s just home now.  I wouldn’t want to live anywhere else.  I 

like Memphis.  I love Memphis. 

 

Amy Madjlesi:  What is it you love about Memphis?   

 

Martha Wiles: Well,  just everything. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: She was really involved in the APTA, garden club. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: I know.  I wanted you to talk about that a little bit. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: They started refurbishing the Fontaine House. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, okay.   

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Her club.  She worked hard on that.  

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Tell them what APTA stands for. 

 

Martha Wiles: Association for Presentation andPreservation of Antiques.   
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Vicki SeagoSeato: So the Fontaine House is one of the old mansions.  It think it’s on 

Adams Street.  Is it? 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah.  Llove that place.  Put a lot of hard work in it. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: What made that home special? 

 

Martha Wiles: Well, to see it restored. 

 

[0:28:58] 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Before you – your organization started working on that home, had 

it been boarded up?  Was it – 

 

Martha Wiles: I think so. I think so. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: All right.  The family had long since moved and – 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah, yeah and then I did a lot of volunteer for the Salvation Army 

and the church, of course.   

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Idlewild School. 

 

Martha Wiles: Idlewild School, the children____ growing up I was a 

[inaudible]____ parent teacher, of course. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Was the principal a friend of yours? 

 

Martha Wiles: Uh-huh.  We were good friends [inaudible].  I remember one time 

they had a play.  My son was in it, and he didn’t want to do it.  He 

said, “If you weren’t such a good friend of Miss Stands, I wouldn’t 

have to.”   

 

[0:29:58] 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And Idlewild has been pretty involved in that community as well.  

Hasn’t it?  Do you remember anything from Idlewild’s 

involvement in Memphis or – 

 

Martha Wiles: You mean Idlewild school or church? 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Either one.   

 

Martha Wiles: Well, they were both a big part of Memphis. 
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Vicki SeagoSeato: Certainly, in the last 20 years, Idlewild has become very involved 

in its ministry to its neighbors.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: As the population has continued to move out east, Idlewild is now 

more or less in the city.  Isn’t it?  And with all the problems that 

the city has, it certainly ministered to the homeless. 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Got their “More than a Meal” program. 

 

Martha Wiles: Right.   

 

[0:30:57] 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Their “Dress for Success” program. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, yeah.   

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: So I think they have certainly become a presence as a midtown 

church.  Whereas, a lot of other churches, who lost population, 

have not been able to survive.  Idlewild has thrived in that. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Right.   

 

Begin Segment 6: [0:31:18] 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And so were there any other social organizations that you were 

involved with or anything like that? 

 

Martha Wiles: No.  Of course, not now. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: You had a garden club, didn’t you? 

 

Martha Wiles: Yes.  That’s was real good, and I just spent the biggest time of my 

life in Wiles Drugstore.   

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: I guess one of Mimi’s jobs would have been helping to get the 

monthly statements out because the childhood memory that I have 

is of my grandparents sitting on the couch with an old fashioned 

adding machine. 

 

[0:32:04] 
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Martha Wiles: That’s right. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Yes and all of these statements just everywhere and I guess they 

would enter an amount in the adding machine, and you would do 

the crank.  And as the hours went by, that paper would just roll and 

roll and roll and roll and just fill the – 

 

[Crosstalk] 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And so those were bills for people who had credit, I guess, or – 

okay. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Because just about everybody had credit. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Everyone in the neighborhood had credit, and you could buy a 

hamburger on credit or a milkshake or your medicine. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, wow. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: A Lot of the _Central Gardenn___ children just grew up in that 

drugstore. 

 

[0:32:56] 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: They’d come after school, have their milkshakes or whatever they 

wanted.  They just put it on their parents’ bill. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: That sounds nice. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: I think you can still do that today. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, wow.   

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah.  We sold the store when my husband’s health failed, and we 

sold it to Charlie Smith, and he worked for us all the way through 

pharmacy school.  And he continued to run it the old way.  I think 

it’s paid off for him.   

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: But I remember Honey having a cigar box he kept money in. 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah, at the register.   

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Was – 
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Martha Wiles: Yeah.    

 

Amy Madjlesi: So, instead of a register or a lockbox – 

 

[0:33:55] 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: No, he had a register. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, okay. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: But – 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: What was in that cigar box?   

 

Martha Wiles: Well, he had extra money – 

 

[Crosstalk]  

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Petty cash? 

 

Martha Wiles:  Yeah.  

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Okay. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato:  Yes. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb:       If he needed money for the register, he’d go back there. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato:  Yes, yes but I think Charlie kept the cigar box.  Didn’t he? 

 

Martha Wiles:  Yes.  He kept everything kind of the way that it was. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato:  Right, right.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: Well, do you all have any more memories you’d like to share from 

the drugstore?  

 

Vicki SeagoSeato:  You want to talk about when the drugstore burned? 

 

Martha Wiles: Well, that was kind of a sad time for us.  That whole block – half 

that block burned. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh. 

 

Martha Wiles: And we stood across the street and watched it burned down.  

Everything gone now. 
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Amy Madjlesi: What year was that?   

 

Martha Wiles: ’57, I think. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: And do you remember what happened with the fire? 

 

Martha Wiles: There was a grocery store pretty close to it. 

 

5th cut at [0:34:59] 

 

Martha Wiles: And they thought it was a wire in the grocery store that started it, 

but it was a big fire. 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: But it – Midwest, the dairy there, set up my dad a temporary 

pharmacy on the corner.  They had a little building out front, and 

they just had him all set up.  The drug company came out there, 

stocked it for him. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Oh, wow. 

 

[Crosstalk] 

 

Martha Wiles: It was back in business in a few hours. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: It was like the next day.  It looked like a gatekeeper’s cottage or 

something like that, didn’t it? 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Almost.   

 

Martha Wiles: It was just a small - mall – 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: It was tTiny and I think they said that it was Memphis’ first drive 

in pharmacy.   

 

Martha Wiles: It was too little to go inside.   

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: So but then they rebuilt the store, and I don’t remember how long 

that took. 

 

[0:35:59] 

 

[Crosstalk] 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: How long he was in – 
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Martha Wiles: Quite a while because it was a mess – that many places burning, 

but it all worked out. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: And I got all the crayons that were partially melted.  That was the 

silver lining. 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah, yeah.   

 

Amy Madjlesi: Well, do you two have any other stories you’d like to add? 

 

Hariott Lipscomb: Can’t think of anything. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: Well, I can’t either.  We made some notes.  Let me just look at 

those. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay. 

 

[Crosstalk] 

 

Martha Wiles: I think we pretty well covered everything. 

 

Vicki SeagoSeato: I think we covered it.– 

 

Martha Wiles: Yeah.  

 

[0:37:00]  

 

Vicki SeatoSeagoSeato: You said all you need to say___ for the archive?.  All right. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Well, Mrs. Wiles, thank you so much for participating in the 

Crossroads to Freedom Digital Archives project.  This interviewed 

has chronicled an important piece of Memphis history, and we’d 

like to thank you for your time. 

 

Martha Wiles: Thank you.  We appreciate it.  We enjoyed you all. 

 

Amy Madjlesi: Okay. 

 

[End of Audio] 

 


