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Courtney Eskew:  I'd like to start by asking you your name and your current 

occupation. 

 

Georgia Ann King: My name is Georgia Anna King, and my current occupation is I'm 

an ordained minister.  I am a community – grass root community 

leader within my community.  And I have several hats, as I call it, 

that I wear, you know.   

   

 I produce and direct as a part of being in full-time ministry, which 

consists of working with some of the movie companies when they 

come into town, they help to raise money for the cause of what I'm 

trying to do in the community.   

 

 And I'm just in full-time ministry.  I don't have per se a regular job 

where I go in and I punch a time clock because of the fact that I'm 

in full-time ministry, what I relate to as a faith-walking ministry.   

[00:01:03] And when you're in faith-walking ministry the Lord takes care of you and all 

of your needs.  

 

Courtney Eskew: What are some of the organizations that you work with in 

Memphis? 

 

Georgia Ann King: Well, I work with the Interagency Coalition for the Homeless, 

which I'm also a part of the National Coalition for the Homeless.  I 

am with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, SCLC, 

which Dr. Martin Luther King was our founder. 

 

 I am the chairperson for the SCLC's poverty committee.  I am with 

the different churches within the grass root community as well as 

the larger churches.   

 

 Still with the NAACP; Rainbow Push Coalition, which is – we 

have a local chapter in Memphis, Tennessee.   

[00:02:01]  And I'm also a part of the national chapter, which is headed by Reverend 

Jesse Jackson.  And I'm also a part of the national network, which 

is headed by Reverend Al Sharpton and others. 

 

 (Laughter)  

 

Courtney Eskew: Where were you born and raised? 

 

Georgia Ann King: I was born in Union City, Tennessee, which is called Obion 

County, which is about 125 miles north of Memphis, Tennessee.   

 

Cate Majors: Can you tell me a little bit about the neighborhood you grew up in? 
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Georgia Ann King: Well, the neighborhood that I grew up in was considered to be a 

part of the poverty community.  My neighborhood was an old-

fashioned neighborhood where everybody that could canned their 

own food.  They made their own soap.   

[00:03:00]  

 

 My dad – remembering back – my dad worked for very prominent 

people, so that gave me two sides of things that was going on 

within my community.  I would go out of the community and I 

would learn things and I would come back into the community and 

educate, as I'm doing now, the rest of the children in the 

neighborhood.   

 

 I had church in my grandmother's backyard.  I would set up the 

little crates and things and made little seats.  And my friends would 

come to church, come to my church, and I would give them the 

names of who I wanted them to be that made up characters from 

the live characters at Freewill Baptist Church, of which I was a 

member. 

 

 My mother was a Sunday school teacher.   

 

 So basically our neighborhood had different names, like "Black 

Bottom."  We had "Carmanville," we had "Henpeck," and we had 

"Baptistville."   

[00:03:59]  I lived in Black Bottom.  And Black Bottom had a railroad track that run right 

down the middle of it.  And we didn't have a swimming pool or 

anything like that.   

 

 Whenever it rain, the older teenagers would go down and – and we 

had sort of our own Olympic going, and they would jump in the 

ditch and they would swim, and we would stand on the side and 

say "Hey," you know, and "Go on," you know, "you doing okay." 

 

 So it was made up of juke joints, what they call juke joints – cafés.  

So "Blue Heaven" – Blue Heaven was another neighborhood they 

had – across the track was Blue Heaven – they had a juke joint 

over there, a café, and you could hear the music playing, and on 

this side you had a juke joint and on the weekend you could hear 

all of this music going, you know, they call it "Stormy Monday," 

but Saturday is just the same.  I can't think of all of the lyrics right 

now.  But we had some juke joints down in our neighborhood.   

[00:05:01]  

 

 And then we had this big Baptist church and all the quartet singers 

used to come and all the neighbors would come and they would 
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flow into the church and when the church was full they would 

stand on the cars with the windows up at the church and then they 

would – that was their way of still enjoying the singing.   

   

 So basically a lot of the people back then – they were maids and 

they cleaned up the people's houses, their homes.  They did a lot of 

ironing.  They were self-employed.  Some of the self-employment 

consisted of ironing the person's clothes, and then some of the 

children – my friend and I – we'd deliver the clothes. 

 

 And they had other things that they would do.  They had their own 

little restaurants that they set them up in their house.   

[00:06:00]  So on Sunday, you know, just like everybody goes to whatever the – eat all 

you want cafés now – back then they called them cafés, and now 

they call them cafeterias.  They would cook and they would sell 

plate lunches, for a price.  And this is how they kept their monies 

coming in during the week and during the month, by doing those 

things. 

(Begin Clip 2 –06:23) 

Courtney Eskew: Well, what – can you tell us a little bit about what school was like 

for you growing up? 

 

Georgia Ann King: Well, I went to school in Miles High School in Union City, 

Tennessee and it was a two-story school.  I would say it was a very 

interesting school because the – I would say most of the teachers 

was good to us, but I had some experiences that was not too well 

pleasing for myself.   

 

 And I think that was the first time that I experienced what I hear 

nowadays of how teachers react to students in school.   

[00:07:05]  And this is the reason why I'm so involved in being an advocate for students 

in schools now, colleges and what have you, based upon the 

experience that I had when I was a child coming up. 

 

 See, I had the type of teacher – one of the teachers – of course my 

mother had to at one point take me out of that school because the 

teacher decide she wanted to pinch us, and I had a teacher that 

believed in pinching the students and twisting their skin.  And she 

wasn't too pleasant. 

  

 But then I had some pleasant teachers from the rural schools that I 

went to that educated us.  They would – she would carry us out on 

the gravel road to the – one of the farms that she had, and they had 

a black womananas there and she would educate us about nature 

and things like that. 
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 But basically the school that I went other and that I graduated 

from, I would basically say it was a good school.   

[00:08:01]  And I would say that the teachers, as a whole, they were very dedicated and 

they were very committed to educating us as much as they possibly 

could.   

 

 And I remember back we didn't hear too much about African-

American history.  One or two at that time – we heard about 

George Washington Carver, Booker T. Washington, and others, 

but seem like all of a sudden it would stop and we wouldn't hear it 

any more until the next time and I found out that was called "Black 

History Month," you know, they would teach us during Black 

History Month, but the other times during the year we didn't hear 

too much about our history. 

 

 I remember our school had a fantastic basketball team.  They 

remind me of the tournament that's going on now in Memphis, 

Tennessee.   

[00:09:00]  They, had a very good – we had a very good basketball – I would have to call 

them champions during that time.  And of course I graduated – my 

determination was to graduate from Miles High School, and I did 

even though I ran into some obstacles going along the way, but I 

was able to still go – you know – graduate from school. 

 

Courtney Eskew: Were there any other issues that influenced your education? 

 

Georgia Ann King: My mother.  And my daddy.  My mother was a Sunday school 

teacher and she was a housewife and then she also worked in 

domestic cleaning and janitorial cleaning – which my daddy was a 

entrepreneur and he had several businesses.  He had a cleaning and 

domestic/janitorial business, and my mom would fill in for my 

daddy whenever he would have to go out of town and visit with 

relatives.   

[00:10:00]  And I would go with her, and of course she would be teaching, so I came 

from a neighborhood where there was constantly teaching, you 

know, all the time they was educating, educating.   

 

 If you sat at the table they was educating, you know, if you were 

eating too fast they would tell you, "Slow down, you eating too 

fast," and "You got too much food in your mouth, take some of 

that food out of your mouth."  So you were constantly – a teacher 

all the time, you know?  "Don't forget to wipe yourself when you 

go to the bathroom," you know, and they were constantly teach us 

all the time. 
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 And that's what I found out that was very interesting about 

growing up with my parents, you know, they would constantly 

teach us.  My dad was known all over the city because back in the 

day, what we call back in the day, when everybody – African-

American people were a friend to the north, my dad went as far as 

Union City, Tennessee and there were some other persons that 

took him under wing.  There was a very wealthy gentleman that 

took my dad under wing.   

[00:11:01]  

 

 And my dad became – his name was George Hagey – and they 

start calling him "Doc."  And he got that name from the doctor that 

he used to work for who was a very prominent person, he had a 

hostel hospital  in my hometown.  And he trained my dad, and my 

daddy became one of the first African-American people that use 

the, you know, put the people to sleep before they go into the 

operating room. 

 

Courtney Eskew: Anesthetic? 

 

Georgia Ann King: And – yes, and wake them up when they come out of the operating 

room.  He was also assistant to the doctor to give him the different 

instruments that the doctor had to do the operations with.  So he 

was one of the first ones that I remember, you know, in the South, 

in my hometown, that became an-est-hesi-ologist.   

 

Courtney Eskew: Uh-huh. 

 

Georgia Ann King: I got it right. 

 

 (Laughter)  

(Begin Clip 3 - 12:03) 

Cate Majors: Well, now we'd like to talk a little bit about the Civil Rights era.   

[00:12:07]  Is there anything special between the years of 1950 and 1970 that stands out 

in your mind? 

 

Georgia Ann King: Yes.  What stands out in my mind is the day that our beloved Dr. 

Martin Luther King was assassinated, and I was at my mother's 

house when I heard the news.  And I said to myself, "I've got to get 

to Memphis."  The pick – where there was parts of this torch up 

that I can be responsible for, and so I had been coming down to 

Memphis anyway for the marches and helping to set up the 

marches along with everybody else, lining up the marches.   

[00:12:56]  
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 But that particular time I discovered that God had something else 

for me to do, and I came down because when Dr. King came to 

Memphis, there was an eruption on Beale Street and a riot broke 

out, and they had to get Dr. King out of that area immediately. 

 

 Of course, everybody knows on the 4th he was assassinated.  He 

was intending to come back for a second march, and of course he 

was not able to do that.   

 

 But his wife, Sister Coretta Scott King, came back on April the 8th 

and it was during that time that I was blessed by Reverend Ezekiel 

Bell when the marchers got ready to line up he looked over and 

saw me with my African-American clothing on and where I had 

been wearing the blue denims, I didn't register over there that day 

not to wear – that day – to wear the gala that I had on.   

[00:14:00]   

 

 And so when he began to line up the people he looked over there 

and he said, "Daughter, come on and lead the march," and I did.  

He said it twice, "Come on and lead the march."   

 

 On that day, I helped to lead over 17,000 people from Hernando 

Street where Clayborn Temple is located, and we used to have our 

meetings – strategy meetings – and we would formulate the 

marches and we would march down Hernando Street to Beale 

Street, from Beale Street to Main Street and I was fortunate enough 

to be out from several feet up ahead of Sister Coretta and the other 

marchers.  And then my team also helped to survey security.  It 

was very dangerous back then. 

 

 It was a possibility that there could have been snipers, so therefore 

when I was looking from side-to-side with my eyes I seen 

policemen and security on top of the building.   

[00:15:02]  And a lot of people say weren't you afraid that you would have been killed, 

and back then that really didn't dawn on me as just a – you know – 

everybody in the Civil Right movement, we young people, we had 

bravery and we had courage, and I still have that today. 

 

 You know, just go and get the job done.  But I was blessed to lead 

over 17,000 people on that particular day, and of course on April 

the 9th they had Dr. King's funeral, and that's one thing about the 

movement that stand, really, out in my mind in reference to me 

being a Civil Right – well, now a Civil Right veteran/pioneer, and 

up to then I just kept moving forward and going to workshops and 

I didn't know that I was a community organizer, or community 

developer and all of the names that I have now.  
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 [00:16:04]  You know, that represents what I do.  

 

 I was just a ordinary person in the crowd not looking for any name 

or nothing, you know?  Just trying to get any what they call 

"Brownie points," I was just one in the crowd, and on that day just 

so happened I was selected to lead that march, and that's one of the 

things that really stands out in my mind. 

 

 And of course 40 years later now, fast-forward and 40 years later, 

with this year being the memorial of Dr. King's assassination, 

again, I was fortunate to lead along with African drummers, the 

African drumming, with Local 1733.  For this past March, or 

April. 

(Begin Clip 4 – 16:53) 

Cate Majors: Well, did you notice people around you also getting involved in the 

Civil Rights movement?   

[00:17:00]  

 

Georgia Ann King: Are you saying in my hometown, or –  

 

Courtney Eskew: Uh-huh. 

 

Georgia Ann King: Well, at that time I don't think they really understood that that's 

what the name was.  But I would hear them talk about the NAACP 

and we had some prominent persons within my neighborhood that 

took a stand on different things, at that particular time, but I don't 

think they – they didn't have the given name for anything, they just 

know that we were not being treated right, and this is what we need 

to do about it. 

 

 Of course, when Dr. King came, you know, everything sort of 

linked up in my mind because I remember experiencing 

segregation in the form of when I would go to the park with my 

mother.  And I would be looking, I was just small child, and I 

would be looking and I didn't see anybody sitting on those benches 

but white people sitting on the benches.   

[00:18:05]  

 

 And I would say Madere Madear, I'd say, "I would like to get some 

water."  She – my mother had a very skillful way of dealing with 

segregation.  Without letting me know you're not supposed to drink 

out of the fountain. 

 

 And whenever I would ask her, she would say, "Georgia Anna, 

you can wait 'till you get home."  And I would say – I felt – I'd say 

something's not quite right about this picture.  There was some 
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goldfish in the pond there, where the water fountain, was and those 

goldfish would always get my our attention. 

 

 And I think my mother knew that and now those goldfish is gonna 

get her attention, she's gonna forget about that water and in a few 

minutes she's gonna be home.  But I also discovered that my 

mother was instilling into me the "I can" spirit.   

[00:19:01]  I can, I will, and I'll do it. 

 

  

And when I made it home then I got the water.  But I also noticed 

that as I was journeying through that park, walking through that 

park, there were a lot of white children, and get in  a big wading 

pools several feet from me.  And I was looking to see if I'd seen 

anybody that looked like me.  And I didn't see anybody that looked 

like me, and I said, "Umm."  You know, back then we just 

accepted that that's – well – you know – that's what they were 

supposed to be doing, and that's for them. 

 

 But inside I felt there's something kind of wrong with that picture, 

and I couldn't make it together what it was.   

  

 And another thing that stood out in my mind that I remember 

sitting on my Maw Maw's porch, my grandmother's porch, and 

across the way several feet over across the street was a placed 

called The Grill.  And I saw all these pretty cars going up and all 

the white people were going in the front door.   

[00:20:00]  And I was saying, "Umm, you know, it's – something kind of wrong with that 

picture," but you just back then you got to say well, you know, 

that's the way that it is and when you born into it, you accept that's 

the way that it is. 

 

  

I didn't know that that was against our rights.  You know?  We just 

went to the back door, and we made our – and the chefs, they – 

everybody that I remember that was grown and as I was a child 

growing up, they had their own way of dealing with segregation, 

without the children really knowing, you know, you're not 

supposed to go in the front and get food, you know, and sit down 

and eat. 

 

 So they had a extra hospitality attitude about themselves.  You 

know?  They always welcomed us, you know, everybody knew 

each other because they was from the same neighborhood that I 

lived in so they would be from the neighborhood, and now they 

were cooks at The Grill, and I noticed, I said, well, you know this 
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is where they have the potatoes, you know, slicing the potatoes so 

they could sell, really, to everybody but we was just being sold 

food from different places.   

[00:21:09]  One in the front and one was in the back. 

 

 But all of the older people had their way of dealing with it.  I 

remember my mother carrying me to one of the cafés and we were 

eating in the kitchen, you know?  But the cooks always kept 

talking, you know, they would smiling and laughing and talking 

and my mother was laughing and talking to them.  And, but, my 

mother was always, you know, like she didn't say you're not 

supposed to be eating out front, you're not supposed to – we just 

did what we had to do. 

 

 You know?  And so over a period of years I found out that that was 

against our rights.  You know?  We not supposed to be unable to 

go into those places.  And so I said well, they're fighting for our 

rights and so I had to get in there, too.   

[00:22:00]  In the struggle.  And start fighting for our rights. 

  

 And of course in being involved with the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference's economic arm that deal with the 

homeless, the downtrodden, and the underprivileged, Reverend 

Jesse Jackson became one of my mentors.   

 

 And I started listening.  And when he talked about community 

organizing and the helmdevelopment and this is what this consists 

of I said, "Oh, that's – " to myself I said, "Oh, that's what I am.  I'm 

a community organizer.  Oh, that's what I am." 

 

 Because remember now when I came down for the marches I was 

just – look, I was just a young person back then looking for my 

place in the sun.  And the neighborhood that I grew up in, they 

carried switchblade knives, and they carried guns, just like you 

hear about the gangs nowadays.   

 

 When I got involved with Dr. King and non-violent movement, I 

discovered well, I can't carry that switchblade any more.  

(Laughter)  I have to put the switchblade down and pick up the 

mantle of non-violence for social change.   

[00:23:00]   

 

 And so that's what I did.  And I – as I caught on to how it went, 

you know, by listening to my mentors and what have you, I called 

back home and I told my mother I said, "Madere Madear, guess 

what"?  And she said, "What"?   
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 I said, "I'm in the movement now."  (I don't think she knew what 

that was.) 

 

 She said, "Oh, you are"?  I said, "Yeah, I'm in the movement."  She 

said, "Oh!" you know and she was just – I think she was trying to 

put two and two together, but she accepted what I said, you know? 

 

 Because I know that my mother always knew that God had a 

calling in my life, and she was very watchful of me, so certain 

things that I said to her I think she knew that there was a point in 

time in our life that was supposed to be happening and so she 

accepted what I said.  And so I just – been moving forward, and I 

said well, I dedicate my life to the cause of the people and that's 

what I'm doing now.   

[00:24:00]  

(Begin Clip 5 – 24:00) 

Cate Majors: You mentioned your involvement with the NAACP and SCLC 

organizing marches.  What kind of effect did your involvement and 

these experiences have on you and your family? 

 

Georgia Ann King: Well, uh, not – my – my daddy and my mother they were not – see, 

once I got in the movement, I went back and educated my mother, 

and she became the student.  I was first these student and then she 

became – and we – went in reverse and as I went back and I 

educated her of what the different names meant and what they 

represented and what they stood for.  And then she caught on from 

that and understood, you know, what was going on. 

 

 I think that my mother was greatly affected for the fact that when I 

talked to her she came up in the era where they were hanging 

people.   

[00:25:06]  And one of her friends was tarred and feathered and hung to a tree.  And I 

think that was something that always hung in her mind, stayed in 

her mind.  She – ever so often – she would talk about it.   

 

 And I said, you know, wonder what was going on?  And after I 

began to do research work I discovered that he was not the only 

one that was tarred and feathered.  There were others that was 

tarred and feathered, you know?  And back then people did things 

to my people that – in other words – to send a message.  As they 

do now, today, you know, they are doing things like they'll take a 

13- or 14-year-old child and have him treated as an adult in court.   

[00:26:00]  And that should not be, that's against their rights. 
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 So I – it's kind of hard to explain the effects that it really had on 

my parents because they had a way of not really talking about they 

not supposed to be doing this to us, they're not supposed to be 

doing this to us.  They would just accept it and move on. 

 

 But, on the other hand, by my dad being very well known, it 

opened doors for me.  But I discovered that I did not want just 

doors opened for myself.  See, when I – back then whenever I 

would go into a dress shop as a black child, a young lady, I had 

white women that waited on me like they did the other white 

women because they are ladies – because they knew my dad.   

[00:27:01]  

 

 I was able to go to the white drug store and pick out cosmetics and 

whatever and charge it to my dad.  But the other children were not 

able to do that.  In fact, one of the experiences that I had that was 

not very good in my life as growing up because of the fact that my 

dad worked for prominent, wealthy people back then, and it 

seemed like that did something to my friends. 

 

 You know it – I don't know – it's kind of hard to explain it because 

what the gentleman would do is he would let my daddy have his 

convertible on the weekend and my daddy would carry my 

grandmother and my mother – he would ride us around, and I don't 

think that sit too well with them.   

 

 But I kept pushing on because I wanted them to be as blessed and 

to enjoy things like myself.   

[00:28:01]  And so I was always a person that knew how to get along with everybody 

whether they treated me right or not, but I was able to get along 

with them. 

 

Cate Majors: Do you think that these sorts of experiences varied depending on if 

you were male or female? 

 

Georgia Ann King: Well, back then women were known to stay at home and be 

housewivesfe and their husbands had jobs and they took very much 

care of their family's the best that they knew how, and remember 

now, I was also in a community where there was poverty as well. 

 

 And so you had a lot of people that they created their own ways of 

making monies.  They went hunting during the time of year – they 

would go hunting.   

[00:29:01]  And they would give a – sell the squirrels and rabbits when they came back to 

the neighborhood, or they would go fishing and they would clean 
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the fish, and then we had a big wagon that used to come down 

through out neighborhood and they would sell fish. 

 

 So there was always a way, you know, that they had – a way of 

making ends meet. 

 

 

(Begin Clip 6 – 29:21) 

Courtney Eskew: Well, going back to the Civil Rights movement, were there any 

immediate changes that you witnessed as a result of your 

participation? 

 

Georgia Ann King: Well, yeah, because I was with teams of people when they were – I 

would say – being trained to – remember we used to could not go 

into the restaurants, for example, but through the training and said 

well, look, you know, they're not treating us right.  So everybody 

done got together and did workshops and was workshop on non-

violence for social change and on the particular – whatever 

particular days there was – everybody was stationed to go into 

places that we were not able to go into.   

[00:30:05]  And sit down and try to, you know, make the order of food and whatever. 

 

 So what was happening in one city that was taking action affected 

all of the cities from wherever we were.  So I knew then it was 

time for us to make a move in reference to what we needed to do. 

 

 And a lot of times when you make changes, you start putting that 

pressure on the system, eventually something has to give.  You 

know?  So you still – I'm still in the areas of breaking barriers all 

the time, breaking barriers all the time.  If I go someplace and I see 

somebody working, regardless of whatever nationality that they 

are, I first have to learn how things are supposed to go myself. 

 

 And then if I go to a place and they're treating us any differently in 

a different way than what I know that they should be doing, then I 

take action on that.   

[00:31:00]  I ask for the supervisor, and I think it's still in my mind that we still can lose 

our jobs along the way. 

 

 So if I go, especially if I see a African-American person that has 

come from wherever, say especially the grass root community, and 

they are struggling trying to work, and I see them doing something 

that I know that it should not be done in that way, I'll call them 

over to the table and I'll whisper to them and say, "You're not 

supposed to be taking the same napkin and cleaning the table off 
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and then cleaning the bottom off where people sit down."  You 

know what I'm saying? 

 

 There's some people that think that they can get away with 

whatever they can do, and I remind them that you never know 

who's watching you because I want them to do well, and the reason 

why I know that they're supposed to be doing or not doing what 

they need to be doing or not doing, is I went and I got trained 

myself.   

[00:32:00]  

 

 You see?  So basically a lot of things I know, I know how to do it.  

I went to learn myself and so I could come back and educate.  I 

keep using that word about educate, educate, educate. 

 

Courtney Eskew: How do you feel that you were changed as a result of your 

experiences? 

 

Georgia Ann King: I have – my experiences that I've had in life have made me become 

a great person.  A great person.  And I'm not saying that in a 

bragging way or boasting.  But God has created me to be 

everything that I ever dreamed that I wanted to be.   

 

 Sometimes when I go into places and I see that people are not 

being given the opportunity because I'm in the door I can be that 

door for someone else.   

[00:33:02]  And I think that's the greatest joy that I have – have – experienced.   

 

 For example, when the movie studios come in to Memphis, I go 

back and I get the homeless people and help them with jobs.  And 

we get kind of tickled about it because don't nobody know that 

they're homeless but them and myself because by the time they get 

cleaned up, you know, I know where the shelters are where they 

can go and get a bath and go get 'em a suit and go down to the 

Salvation Army and get 'em a voucher for a suit.  

 

 Then they go to work.  You know?  So I've become a great person 

in reference to being that door of opportunity for others, regardless 

of whatever nationality that they are.  And I'm able to take action 

in the proper way that it can make a change in anybody's life, or I 

know where to call for help.  

 [00:34:00]  

 

Courtney Eskew: In wrapping up, do you think things have changed today from what 

they were in that period? 
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Georgia Ann King: Yes.  But we still have a long ways to go.  We still have a long 

ways to go.  You know some people feel like because we can go 

into the restaurants and eat with all nationalities of people now 

we've made it, but we have not, because we still have prejudice 

that still exists everywhere.  Everywhere. 

 

 And we have forces out there, unseen but seen forces, that we are 

constantly aware, in the movement, that's there that we have to 

constantly deal with, but and the thing that we have accomplished 

is that we know how to deal with the situation, to take a negative 

and turn it into a positive.  And that's where non-violence for social 

change comes in.   

[00:34:59]  

Cate Majors: Well, thank you so much for coming and visiting with us today and 

telling us your story.  We appreciate it very much. 

 

Georgia Ann King: Thank you so much. 

(Begin Clip 7 – 35:07) 

Courtney Eskew: Is there anything you'd like to add on to what we haven't covered 

already? 

 

Georgia Ann King: Well, I'm known as "Mother King" all over the neighborhood.  

And the Holy Spirit gave me that, because a lot of children do not 

have a mother in their lives.  And I work with a lot of children and 

youth that have a parent that on drugs. 

 

 So they needed someone with a hug and that could be 

grandmamma.  They call me grandmamma.  Mother King.  They 

call me that in the neighborhood, so all over Memphis I'm known 

as Mother King. 

 

 And then my African name, Akula, Dr. Akula Marinakay Ajanicou 

is my African name.  I was the steward and then sometimes they 

call me Queen Akula.   

[00:36:02]  But I was the steward – the doctor part – upon the – was stowed upon me by 

Dr. Incalsi Ajanicou.   

 

 And I discovered, I said well how is it – how did that come to be?  

He said, "Well, someone that has earned a doctor's degree can 

bestow a doctor degree, so you are now Dr. Akula."  (Laughter)  

You know?  Based upon your expertise in the movement. 

 

 What was the other question? 

 

Cate Majors: What does Akula mean? 
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Georgia Ann King: Akula means "the sweet messenger, woman of wisdom and 

knowledge."  Marinakay means "wealth."  Ajanicou means "free 

and with the people." 

 

Courtney Eskew: In your experiences during the marches – do you have any specific 

memories?   

 

Georgia Ann King: Yeah, specific parts that I remember is helping to get the marchers 

prepared when we was on the inside of Clayborn Temple.   

[00:37:09]  My team helped to educate them on, you know, you're not supposed to have 

any umbrellas and then we would tell them reason why because if 

a riot broke out, somebody could get stabbed in the eye with the 

point of the umbrella.   

 Same thing about the high-heeled shoes, somebody could fall, you 

could get cut in the face, so we encouraged everybody to 

remember, you know, the next time you come back get – wear you 

some comfortable, flat shoes.  Don't bring no umbrellas.  

 

 And I guess that's what happened when we marched a few days 

ago in memory of Dr. King, I – everybody kept coming up with a 

umbrella, but my mind was still back when we had to go without 

the umbrella, we had to go rain, sleet, snow or shine, whatever the 

weather was, we had to be determined to keep moving, moving 

forward by any means necessary.   

[00:38:01]  At that particular time. 

 

 And same thing now, you know, I still walk in the rain, I lose all 

my umbrellas, seem like.   

 

 One thing that is in my mind is on one occasion when we were at 

Clayborn Temple and it was drawing toward the evening and we 

were getting ready to march from Hernando to go up to Beale 

Street and when we got up there the policemen came toward us and 

shot us all with teargas.   

 

 And with the position that I had as a person working with security 

within the movement, was I could not leave out of the area until 

after I made sure that all my people was gone.  So that may be – 

really be – the last one that was in that area, and I got shot with all 

that teargas, and it doesn't feel good, I tell you. 

 

 But I made it back to the church, and they put me on the car and 

worked with there for a while, and I remember when I went inside 

the church everybody started cheering, you know, when I got 

inside the church.   



 20080407_King Page 16 of 22 
Courtney Eskew, Georgia Ann King, Cate Majors 

 

www.escriptionist.com  Page 16 of 22 

[00:39:03]  And that was one thing that stayed in my – stayed in my mind, you know?  

You – in the movement you have to stay on top of it. 

 

 You have to really learn what you're not supposed to do when 

you're trying to get people out, and it's that way today.  You know?  

When I go into an area I'll scope a area wherever the Lord send 

me, I have to scope that area if it's poverty, if it's homeless, or 

whatever the situation is, and this is where the workshops and 

having good mentors have come in handy along with the Holy 

Spirit leading and guiding me to take action.   

 

 So therefore that's the reason why I have dedicated my life, God 

has got me in full-time ministry, and I've dedicated my life to the 

cause of the people. 

(Begin Clip 8 – 39:49) 

Courtney Eskew: You mentioned Jesse Jackson and your parents as mentors in your 

life.  Were there any other specific people who had an influence or 

were role models for you?   

[00:40:00]  

 

Georgia Ann King: Well, yes, of course the teachings of Dr. King.  Greatly inspired by 

his wife, Sister Coretta Scott King; Reverend J. W. Strickland; and 

my schoolteacher, Miss Dover Caldwell when I was in elementary 

school; Professor Cayce; Professor Virgil Caldwell, who was my 

music instructor.   

 

 I was very inspired by those people and I would have to say I was 

inspired by all of my people in the neighborhood where I grew up; 

I learned a lot that you can just take a little something and do a lot 

with it. 

 

 My grandchildren tell me now say, "Grandma, you can take a egg 

and just make it be so much; you can take a little something and 

make a whole lot of food out of it."  Because that's – you know – 

we learned to make ends meet.   

[00:41:00]  So when I've had the experience of all the lights going out, I just reach over 

there and get me a lamp and keep moving. 

  

 You have to learn to know what you need to do at an appointed 

time.  That's the type of neighborhood that I grew up in where I 

learned something from each one.   

 

 You know, I learned something from the midwives that I used to 

see going over to – to help the lady when she was getting ready to 

have her little babies, I would go and stand around the door a few 

days after then because I know the child – the baby's mamma is 
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going to ask me, "Do you want to see the baby"?  And I get a 

chance to get in there and maybe hold the baby, you know? 

 

 So I had a whole neighborhood, you know – where I grew up 

everybody watched out for everybody, you know?  "I'm gonna tell 

your mother when she get home if you don't do right."  I'm gonna – 

so all down the neighborhood, you know, everybody was helping 

each other. 

 

 When the mother got ready for the child to come home to eat, they 

would holler up the neighborhood and you just sorta pass the word 

on down 'till they would reach 'em down at the park.   

[00:42:00]  And then they'd pass it back up, you know?  Most time they didn't have to 

pass it back up, because our little feet started running 'cause they 

know food was on the table.   

 

 So I was greatly inspired by the people in my neighborhood and 

there were others – I can't think right now – but several others. 

 

Courtney Eskew: Could you comment on the atmosphere of Memphis and things that 

you witnessed when you first arrived for the Sanitation Worker's 

Strike? 

 

Georgia Ann King: Well, um, Local 1733 was a determined people.  There was a lot of 

things that I know that they experienced that I didn't like them 

experiencing, like they were working on the garbage trucks and 

they were exposed to, like, maggots and when they would get 

home they would have all of that gook on them.   

[00:43:01]  Maggots on them. 

 

 And they really – some of them – could not keep those clothes on 

and go in the house.  They would have to take those things off 

outside the house and partially they couldn't even wear those 

clothes any more, they would have to throw them away. 

 

 And then they were not getting the right amount of pay, and then 

through my research work, two other sanitation workers that I 

think accidentally was killed.  They – to this day – they have not 

been compensated for that, at that particular time.  So they went 

through a whole lot. 

 

 I remember going with them, I think, down to one of the hospitals 

where they were marching in the cold rain, you know, so it was 

something that they really had to come up against because you 

have to remember back in those days we still had other groups that 

exists like they exist now.   
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[00:44:06]   

 

 And you had to have a lot of courage, I find that those – those men 

with the back up the women with the – of the women – were very 

courageous people. 

 

 Because they didn't know if the next day maybe if they were going 

to be alive or if they were going to be dead for taking a stand.  And 

so, with us being young, we'd march for those that could not march 

for themselves.  So they were courageous, they were courageous 

persons. 

 

 

(Begin Clip 9 – 44:45) 

Courtney Eskew: Are there any specific things that you believe have changed in lieu 

of this  Memphis since that time? 

 

Georgia Ann King: Well, we're able to go into places where we used to not be able to 

go.   

[00:45:00]  And there are jobs that the doors of opportunity have opened up for our 

people, but what I – what I'm experiencing is there are still 

problems, a lot of problems, in the workplace.   

 People are not treating people right.  Because we get feedback 

from everywhere, even some of the places that our homeless 

people go, you know, they not treating them right.  I'm hearing too 

much about they're not treating us right, and then they share with 

us, you know, things in the workplace. 

 

 I had a young man just a few weeks ago, he had to go and ask 

somebody could he change his hours because a whole team of 

people just, you know, their attitudes and everything, they want to 

gang up on you so to speak, you know?  Or they're not talking to 

you, but they talk at you.   

[00:46:01] 

 

 I find that there are a lot of persons that's in supervisory and 

manager's position they just do not know how to treat people.  

That's where my team comes in handy – we – we're gonna be 

taking and let the message go out in the future that it cannot be 

business as usual. 

 

 Some of the bus drivers don't know how to treat their customers.  

Because I work with people with disabilities I know that if this is a 

bus that shows the little symbol on there, you know, I know what 

we have fought for, the little slide out thing that comes with the 

buses for the wheelchairs.  You know?   
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 If they see that you an elderly person, or you have some type of 

handicap, they've got the busses too far from the curb.   

[00:47:00]  But they act like they don't think you know that they're supposed to have the 

bus up to the curb; they're supposed to push the button and let the 

lift down to where you can get off of it. 

 

 I find that some of them are very mean.  They have very bad 

attitudes.   

 

 In the restaurants, the same way.  They have very bad attitudes.  

No hair nets on and other things.  So we still have a way to go, you 

know?   

 

 Sometimes I feel like I'm watching a movie for all the things that 

we march for and then seeing a different picture.  All the violence, 

it has become – Memphis has become a very violent place for us to 

have been marching and representing non-violence for social 

change.  So I've seen things go from being non-violent in a big part 

to becoming very, very, very unbalanced.   

[00:48:05]  Very violent.   

 And I always say I know Dr. King has flipped over in his grave 

about 50 million times because that's – sometimes I have to say 

that's not what I marched for and I realize that when I'm on the bus 

and I say that to young people, they don't realize what I'm talking 

about, they in another look like time zone or something, you 

know? 

 

 But sometimes I say, "I'm not going – I'm going to be respected.  

You need to stop that cursing."  And they usually obey, you know?  

So this is – you know it's like a thicket – like you going through 

some fogs.  I feel sometimes like I'm going through the thicket fog.  

But yet we have to keep pushing on, I have to keep pushing on.   

  

 And it goes back again to educate, educate, educate.  I've never – 

you know back in the day, I never witnessed any music that talks 

about under the clothes.  You know?   

[00:48:59]   

 

 Billy Hicks found out a way of wording his words with his songs, 

"look at the lady with the red dress on," all of the elders knew what 

the artist was singing about, but the children did – did not 

understand.   

 

 Now it's every verse, the children know what the artist is saying 

and the elderly folks don't know what they saying, but I was smart 
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enough to start listening and I would say, "What"?  You know 

when I would saw a car pass by and they was saying, talking about 

the women under their clothes, talking about the men under their 

clothes, talking about what you can do with this and what you can 

do with that I was like look, you know, that's got to be changed. 

 

 So I've seen it go from – to worser stage or something.  I can't 

hardly explain that, but – (Laughter) – it's, you know, it's just a, 

you know, very violent.  The world has become extra violent.   

 

 I remember a young man come into our neighborhood thinking 

about the pants being worn, you know, how the young people are 

wearing they pants hanging down?   

[00:50:00]  I see a few old ones, too, wearing their pants way down to their knees, and I 

found out that they got – while they walking like this – they got a 

belt around their knee, too. 

 

 And I said well, my goodness, that's going to affect you, you 

know, when you get older, you know?  But there was a young man 

that came from up north back in my neighborhood when they said 

up north and the – New York and Chicago, Detroit.  And they was 

a young man that came, and that was the first time I seen the pants 

hanging down, but those old ladies told him, say, "Son, I don't 

know what city you came from, but you going to have to carry 

them and that pants and yourself back from wherever you came 

from.  You can't come to this neighborhood with that."   

 

 And finally we didn't see that any more; they nipped it in the bud.  

We just have to nip it in the bud.  So now I'd say it's not so 

important about the pants coming up because once a person get in 

their mind what they need.  And in the heart what they need.  

Everything else will change.   

[00:50:59]  You know it's – that – the drop down pants is the only thing that we have to 

be concerned about?  Crime well overrules that.  You know?  

That's the thing that we need to get to now. 

 

Courtney Eskew: Do you believe there's a prospect for a restoration of the non-

violent movement that you were working for? 

 

Georgia Ann King: Oh, yes.  A Season for Non-violence is a global mission that we're 

on.  It's called A Season for Non-Violence: 64 days and 64 Ways 

to Non-violence for Social Change, and we also have a format for 

complete families, you know, family, too, as well. 

 

 But they follow the process of that, and some of the workshops 

that we hare having around the country, and we find that if we can 
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just get a – a core of people to listen, then it will spread out.  You 

know?  So what I been doing is if I can get one person to agree 

with me on this particular whatever it is that I'm working on, then 

we build around that.   

[00:52:03] 

 

 We build the people around that and keep building the people 

around that.  And then that's what helps to bring about the change. 

(Begin Clip 10 – 52:10) 

Courtney Eskew: Well, is there anything you'd like to add? 

 

Georgia Ann King: Peace. 

 

 (Laughter)  

 

 One thing I'd like to add is, again, about my mother dealing with 

segregation – is about the chicken box.  And when we would get 

on the train, all of the black my people would be in a car, you 

know, and they all had, seem like, a chicken box.  With pretty 

ribbon on it.  And they would have chicken in there and all kind of 

goodies in there. 

 

 And I thought everybody – I thought the white folks had a chicken 

box, too, and I found out they were eating at the lunch car.  They 

had a lunch car where they could go and had Coca-Colas, and we 

couldn't go and buy any drinks or anything like that.  I found that 

out later, you know? 

 

 And I was happy about that chicken box, because I thought 

everybody had one, you know?   

[00:5352:0054]  But that was another way that my mother dealt with segregation without 

saying, "You not supposed to go – they got a dinner car on this 

train and you – you're Black and you're not supposed to go." 

 

 That's how come I have the chicken box.  She never said that.  She 

just made it delicious, and I didn't think nothing about it because I 

thought everybody had a chicken box. 

 

 The other question was –  

 

Cate Majors: I have one question –  

 

Georgia Ann King: About security? 

 

Cate Majors: About the head of security, uh-huh. 
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Georgia Ann King: Okay.  What you have to understand is two types of security.  You 

have a security _______, which is like the police department.  And 

officials through the police department.  Then we have "invisible 

security," which is movement security.  I belong to the invisible 

security.   

 

 So I just took that position – I just took the position – and acted 

upon it.  And then when we gave the instructions how the marchers 

supposed to line up, it just automatically, it just flipped me into 

position.   

[00:54:02]  Because I knew how to do what I was doing along with my team.  There was 

other people that was working with me, too, as well.  Then you had 

the sanitation workers that had security, too. 

 

 So our security was sort of tapped in here and there and mostly in – 

all movements you usually have at least one or two women that the 

men say this one – they're one of the guys, you know what I'm 

saying?   

 

 So myself and Gladys was like one of the guys.  So therefore 

automatically we had that position and they respected it very 

much; whatever we said to do, that's what they did.  Along wit 

everybody else.  We became the eyes of the movement. 

 

 And we still have an invisible security.  We have invisible security.  

Our leaders know that they have invisible security and sometimes 

they don't even know who the invisible eyes are in security.  So I 

just became, you know?   

[00:55:00]  I just became it. 

 

 

[End of Audio] 


