
Joe Wack 20080714_Jones Page 1 of 22 
Interviewer, Dorothy Snowden-Jones 

 

www.escriptionist.com  Page 1 of 22 

 Tiffani Smith: -for the record.  Thank you.  For the record would you please state 

your name and occupation? 

 

Dorothy: My name is Dorothy Snowden-Jones, and I’m called Happy, and 

have been since birth.  I’m a retired psychotherapist. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Okay.  What was your date of birth? 

 

Dorothy: 02/22/37. 

 

Tiffani Smith: And where were you born? 

 

Dorothy: Right here in Memphis, Tennessee. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Can you tell us a little bit about your childhood and the 

neighborhood you grew up in? 

 

Dorothy: Well, I grew up over at Oyster Lake, about 30 miles outside of 

Memphis, in Arkansas; and also in midtown Memphis.  I haven’t 

gone very far from there.  I’m still in midtown Memphis.  And I 

am the beneficiary of White privilege, okay, a very prominent 

family in this town.  And I went to private school.  And I don’t 

know what else you want to know about.   

 

01:04 

 

Tiffani Smith: What were your parents’ names and their occupation? 

 

Dorothy: Robert B. Snowden.  He was a farmer over at Horseshoe.  We still 

own a farm over there, the family does.  And my mother was 

Gracemount Castle-Snowden.  She was a housewife, but she did all 

kinds of volunteer work in the community.   

 

Tiffani Smith: So what was it like growing up on the farm? 

 

Dorothy: It was great.  It was great.  We had a lot of – I’m a third child and I 

don’t think they were very interested in me, so I did everything I 

pleased.  (Laughs)  No, mainly I did a lot of horseback riding, all 

kinds of water sports, things like that.  It was good. 

 

Tiffani Smith: And what kind of – you said you attended private schools.  Can 

you tell us what that experience was like? 

 

01:59  
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Dorothy: It was just where we went.  I went to Lausanne over there on 

Central Avenue.  It was a small school at the time, and you know, 

as I said, right, I could walk from – my grandmother’s house is 

where I stayed when I came into Memphis – and I walked to 

school or ride my bike all over that Central Gardens area basically 

– what’s now Central Gardens.   

 

Of course, it was a fairly sheltered life, private school in Memphis, 

and I don’t know much else to say about that.  I began to _____ - 

my eyes began to open up about issues when I went to Miss 

Porter’s School in Farmington, Connecticut.  That’s a girl’s prep 

school.  It’s still the best prep school in the country.  Because I got 

a different view of things.Now it did not have a diverse population 

in it.   

 

03:11 

 

At the time it was pretty lily-white, but there were people from all 

over the country that went there, and I began to see things in a not-

so-Southern segregated manner from my interaction with other 

students there.  And that was good.  That was really good. 

 

Tiffani Smith: What decision did your parents make on sending you off to 

boarding school?  Like how did it- 

 

Dorothy: It was just what they were going to do.  (Laughs)  I’m glad they 

did. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Okay. 

 

Dorothy: I’m really glad they did. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Do you remember any specific experiences that show the 

difference between the South and the people from around the 

world? 

03:57 

 

Dorothy: Mm hmm.  I remember one specifically; I had a good buddy and 

she was kind of a Bohemian type, and we’d go out in the woods 

and smoke when we weren’t supposed to.  And she, one day we 

were talking about Black folk, and she said, “You know, I think 

Black folk are so beautiful,” and I thought, “You do?  I never 

thought about that before.”  I said, “I can see that.”  You know, 

that was a really good thing to hear that kind of perspective back in 

the 1950s. 
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 So.  Man, there were a lot of things in terms of the dialogue that 

went on around political issues.  And that was also the school that 

Jackie Kennedy went to.  She was just a few years ahead of me.  In 

fact, I used to sit in history class, American history class, with her 

stepsister, Nina Auchincloss, and she and I would sit at the head of 

the table and we used to argue politics.  Well, I’m from the South, 

so I’m going to be a states’ righter, right?  And she’s the liberal 

Northern person, right?  And today, the last I heard she was a 

right-wing conservative, and I’m a flaming liberal now.  (Laughs)  

Things change. 

 

 (Laughter) 

 

Dorothy: That was funny.  The teacher loved to hear us argue ‘cause we 

brought up all the issues that, you know, the political issues that 

were going on in the country at the time. 

Begin Segment 2:  00:05:49:24 

 

Tiffani Smith: Prior to your schooling had you had any interactions with African-

Americans or have your parents ever discussed with you 

integration or- 

 

Dorothy: Yes.  I was driving to school one morning, and you’re talking 30 

miles away, right?  I come in on a Monday morning and I asked 

my daddy, I said, “I don’t understand something.  Why is it that all 

the colored children” – that was the word we used then – “walk up 

the road to their school,” which was basically a one-room church-

type place,” and the White children get on a bus and go out to 

Hughes to school, and I drive all the way into Memphis to go to 

School?”  And he said, “Well, the colored children are not as 

intelligent as the White children, and they’re not going to be in 

school but about six months, because they have to work in the 

fields to help their parents.  And those White children are in a 

different class than you are.” 

07:07 

 

 Okay, so there was the socioeconomic divide right there.  And, you 

know, like somehow I’m supposed to be better than all these 

people.  And that was not – you know, I didn’t argue with him, but 

what I know is since I had the run of that farm over there and I 

interacted with all the people on that farm, I didn’t buy it.  I just 

didn’t buy it, because I saw the differences amongst people. 

 

Tiffani Smith: So African-Americans were employed on your father’s farm? 

 

Dorothy: Were what? 
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Tiffani Smith: Employed on your father’s farm. 

 

Dorothy: Oh yes.  Yes.  Yes, yes.  They were sharecroppers.  Do you know 

what a sharecropper was? 

07:59 

 

Tiffani Smith: Yes ma’am. 

 

Dorothy: All right.  But something – it never – the inferiority, which is what 

I was supposed to believe, that Black folk were inferior, never 

really registered with me, ‘cause I saw different.  You know, I saw 

people who had plenty of intelligence and good values and all that 

sort of stuff.  And then I saw some that didn’t and it didn’t matter 

whether they were Black or White. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: How old were you when that interchange between you and your 

father occurred? 

 

Dorothy: I think I was somewhere around 9 or 10 years old.   

 

Jocelyn Cole: Did you go on to have like more conversations like that with your 

dad? 

 

Dorothy: Uh-uh. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Oh, that was the last one? 

 

Dorothy: I didn’t have any more conversations like that with my dad.  

(Laughs) 

 

Tiffani Smith: Did your mother and father have differing opinions or did she ever 

speak of it? 

 

Dorothy: No, she didn’t speak of it. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Okay.  So when you went to school did your interactions change or 

did you view things differently from going off to boarding school 

and being interacting with so many different opinions and stories? 

 

09:10 

 

Dorothy: Yeah.  And, I mean, what I was hearing made sense to me.  There 

were differences, but they didn’t have to make you apart from each 

other. 
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Tiffani Smith: What did you do after you left prep school? 

 

Dorothy: I came here to Rhodes, but it was called Southwestern then. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Okay.   

 

Dorothy: And then I – I didn’t finish.  Then I got married, because I was 

supposed to get married.  We’re talking 1955-56.  That’s what, you 

know, what nice, young Southern White belles did.  (Laughs)  And 

I made my debut, and then I was a housewife, right?  And I did all 

the expected volunteer stuff, like raise money for the Art Academy 

and join the Junior League, all those things that I was supposed to 

do. 

Begin Segment 3:  00:10:14:24 

 

Tiffani Smith: When you came back from prep school, back to Memphis, 

Tennessee, from which are different opinion, like your opinions of 

how they’ve changed, what was Memphis like to you?  How did 

you view Memphis when you came back? 

 

Dorothy: Not too much different.  I didn’t think about it, frankly.  Memphis 

was Memphis.   

 

Jocelyn Cole: I want to double-back a little bit.  Can you tell us about your 

brother and sister? 

 

Dorothy: I had two sisters. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: What are their names and what are their occupations? 

 

Dorothy: Well, they’re both dead now.  But they were 13 and 15 years older 

than I was, so I didn’t interact with them that much growing up.  

They were all- 

 

Jocelyn Cole: That’s a big age difference. 

 

Dorothy: Huh? 

 

Jocelyn Cole: That’s a big age difference. 

 

Dorothy: Yes, it is.  Yes, it is.  That’s why I say I was sort of the latecomer, 

and I did exactly as I pleased, which was nice.  (Laughs) 

 

Jocelyn Cole: What are their names then? 

 

11:03 
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Dorothy: Sally and Edie. 

 

Tiffani Smith: When you came back to Memphis and you said you came into 

Rhodes, what year was that, when you – to Southwestern, I’m 

sorry? 

 

Dorothy: That was ’50 – see, I graduated from high school in ’55, so I 

started in September of ’55.   

 

Tiffani Smith: What was the mood like in Memphis, the environment? 

 

Dorothy: I’m not sure.  It was just Memphis.  Still coming out of the Crump 

era, and that was interesting, ‘cause my father used to take on Boss 

Crump.  My father was a real right-winger, okay, politically.  But 

he would get furious with Boss Crump because Boss Crump 

wouldn’t fix the potholes in the street.  He wouldn’t do this and he 

wouldn’t do that, and daddy used to take out full-page ads in the 

Commercial Appeal _____ and he said, “Dear Old Bushy Brows, 

Why don’t you,” and he had this long thing, “Why don’t you 

support conservation?  Why don’t you do” this, that, and the other 

thing.  (Laughs) 

 

12:20 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Did he ever get any responses? 

 

Dorothy: Huh? 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Did he ever get responses? 

 

Dorothy: Oh, not much publicly, no.  Not that I know of. 

 

 (Laughter) 

 

Jocelyn Cole: That’s funny.  So while you were at Southwestern what activities 

were you involved in? 

 

Dorothy: Not much. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: How long were you here? 

 

Dorothy: In truth, three months. 

 

 (Laughter) 
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Dorothy: I told you I was making my debut, and I got mononucleosis over 

the Christmas holiday stuff, and I just never came back.  I got a 

great big incomplete on my record over here.  (Laughs)  And then I 

got married within six months. 

 

13:08 

 

Tiffani Smith: And how did your parents react to that? 

 

Dorothy: They didn’t care. They wanted me to get married.  (Laughs)  My 

mother always said, ‘It’s just as easy to fall in love with a rich man 

as it is a poor man.”  And I did that.  _____ _____ _____. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: What’s your – what was your husband, or what’s your husband’s 

name? 

 

Dorothy: Frank Jones.  I’m not married to him now.   

 

Jocelyn Cole: Oh.  What did he do? 

 

Dorothy: He was a partner at Koch Industries. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Okay.  How’d you guys meet? 

 

Dorothy: On the debut circuit. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Can you explain a bit about the debut circuit? 

 

Dorothy: Well, it was something that frankly I considered an expensive 

waste of time and money.  But you had to do it, you know, there 

was a certain little cliquey thing.  The way it worked, it was like a 

club, okay?  I had a big dance at the Memphis Country Club and 

everybody’d be introduced, you know, all the debutantes.   

 

14:18 

 

And then there were all these parties all the time for one person or 

another, people would give this party.   

 

 And then, for instance I made – my party I went in with two other 

girls and we had a big party at the Polo Club.  You know, a big 

dance.  What else can I say? 

 

Jocelyn Cole: So it wasn’t like all of the – it wasn’t like a Cotillion, where all the 

girls did a- 
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Dorothy: Yeah, they did that at Memphis Country Club.  They had one party 

like that. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Big Cotillion.  And then each girl or group of girls would do 

individual parties as well? 

 

Dorothy: Yes.  Yeah.  That’s right.  You were expected to do individual 

parties as well.   

 

15:05 

 

So if you’ve got a group of say 15 or 20 people, you know, making 

their debut, you’re going to a lot of parties during the holidays. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: And did they have like Beautillions as well, like the guys do it too? 

 

Dorothy: No. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: So the guys just go and then to like the Cotillion. 

 

Dorothy: They were sort of on an escort list.  There were certain people who 

were always invited to both, you know, to all the functions, ‘cause 

they were eligible. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: And then your husband, was he your escort? 

 

Dorothy: Was he what? 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Was he your escort? 

 

Dorothy: No, he wasn’t, actually.  I met him sort of towards the latter part of 

it.  I was going with another guy. 

 

 (Laughter) 

Begin Segment 4:  00:15:52:10 

 

Tiffani Smith: While you were married did you work?  What was your occupation 

or did you begin working? 

 

Dorothy: No.  No, I did not.  I was just a volunteer and a housewife.  I didn’t 

get into my occupation until much later.   

 

Tiffani Smith: Where did you volunteer? 

 

Dorothy: For the Junior League, and as I said, I was on the board of trustees 

at the Art Academy, which was called Memphis Academy of Arts 
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back then.  And raised money for them when they were building 

that new facility at Overton Park. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Okay.  It seems like you’ve done a drastic change, in your own 

words, to go to a flaming liberal.  So what caused the transition? 

 

Dorothy: I’m not sure.  I got involved in politics in 1960.  I started work 

with the Republican Party locally, because we didn’t have a two-

party system, and I thought we needed a two-party system.  And I 

was part of a group, the Young Republicans, and through them we 

took over control of the Republican Party locally.   

 

 

17:10 

 

The way it was was back then most Blacks were Republican, and 

George W. Lee controlled the party, and he and Boss Crump were 

like that.  And they had a deal, and the deal was, okay, you vote 

Democrat locally and you vote nationally you vote Republican.  

And that’s the way it worked.  So Boss Crump could deliver all 

these votes for the Republicans and support people from East 

Tennessee.  It was a machine.   

 

And so I got involved with Harry Wellford and Louis Donelson 

and some other people, and we successfully – I don’t like to say we 

won.  We didn’t want to throw George W. Lee out. 

 

18:04 

 

That wasn’t the issue.  The issue was to share the power, but he 

wouldn’t do that.  (Laughs) 

 

And I remember, we ran our first congressman in 1962, and that 

was Bob James.  I wasn’t real taken with Bob James, but anyway, 

we were making a statement.  We were going to, you know, see if 

we could get somebody with a decent showing and make it for a 

two-party system.   

 

And I remember one particular incident, and we’re talking 1962, 

there was the National Republican Party sent a man named Paran 

Mitchell into Memphis.  Paran Mitchell, an African-American 

man.  

19:04 

 

 He was on the Republican National Committee.  Really attractive, 

you know, well-spoken guy, and he was coming down here to 
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speak to students at LeMoyne Owen to say, “Look, don’t let 

everybody take your vote for granted.  Say ‘Give me what I need, 

what I want, and then I’ll vote for you.’”   

 

Well, I had a reception at my house for Paran Mitchell and the 

candidate, Bob James, wouldn’t come to it.  It was – which was 

terrible.  That showed you where his, where he was.  But we had a 

nice time, and plenty of people did come to it.   

 

20:03  

 

So, and I remember though my – I was sort of escorting Mr. 

Mitchell around the city and my husband said – I said, “Well, I’m 

going to the airport and we’ll have lunch.”  “Have you – you 

shouldn’t have lunch with that Black man.”  Please.  (Laughs)  

You know, there’s another shaping experience.  That wasn’t done 

in 1962.  But fortunately we could have lunch.  That was the 

upside of it.   

 

Jocelyn Cole:  Did you have lunch in public? 

 

Dorothy:  In public, yeah.  My husband wasn’t pleased with that. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Yeah, I was going to ask, what did your husband think about your 

political involvement at that time? 

 

Dorothy: He didn’t mind my political involvement.  He didn’t like some of 

the aspects of it, like that. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Were his political views similar to yours? 

 

Dorothy: Yeah.  Yeah.  I would say I was more socially liberal and 

physically conservative.  And I got, as I saw it, instances of this 

type, this kind of discrimination, I became even more socially 

liberal.   

 

Begin Segment 5:  00:21:25:17 

 

And then the Republican Party, I was secretary of the party, I was 

on the governing board and steering committee, all that sort of 

thing, executive committee, and then in ’64, when Goldwater got 

there and all these right-wing nuts got onto his coattails – which 

was unfortunate, he wasn’t that bad a guy – the Party kind of left 

me.  And then in – yeah, I just wasn’t – didn’t involve myself. 
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 Well, that’s not quite true; I did.  Yeah, I did.  I was still working 

for it. 

 

22:16 

 

  Up until after Martin Luther King’s assassination.  So I had, 

somewhere in there, ’66 or ’67, I was named one of the 20 most 

politically powerful people in Shelby County.  I was hardly 30.  

(Laughs)  And that was not women; that was people.  So a 

newspaper did that.  That was interesting.   

 

Tiffani Smith: What was the change after Dr. Martin Luther King’s assassination?  

What did you see change and why were things so different? 

 

23:04 

 

Dorothy: Well, we were all so shocked.  I was shocked.  It was horrible.  

And that’s when I got with Jocelyn Wurzburg and we formed the 

Memphis Panel of American Women.  And I think she’s told you 

about that.  Do you want me to tell you? 

 

Tiffani Smith: Please. 

 

Dorothy: All right.  It was a group of about 40 women.  A panel would 

consist of a Jew, a Catholic, a Black, and a WASP.  And each 

person would give about a five-minute statement of their 

experiences with prejudice and what that meant to them.  And then 

it would be opened up to the audience for questions.  And at this 

time, well, you remember we had busing was going on, beginning 

to take effect, and things of that type.  A real effort towards 

integration.   

 

24:09 

 

And that was another life-changing experience, because in 

preparing for all this, I mean you just learned so much about other 

peoples’ experiences, and not just Black and White, but religious 

experiences and prejudices that had gone on against Jews, against 

Catholics in this area.  If we were doing a panel today we would 

probably have a Hispanic on it, or maybe a Vietnamese, you know, 

to represent the diversity in this community.   

 

So I did that.  But the thing that really brought all this stuff out in 

the open was the Concerned Women of Memphis, and that’s when 

we – that was in 1969, when the sanitation workers were getting 
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ready to strike again, and the city hadn’t done anything for them in 

’68.   

 

25:16 

 

 

You know, it was like when King was assassinated they just made 

some concessions and that was it.  So I sort of took over, along 

with Jocelyn and a couple other people, the leadership of the 

Concerned Women, and we marched on City Hall.  And basically 

these were mostly White, East Memphis women told the council 

and the mayor to shape up and recognize the union and let’s start 

paying them some decent wages, etc. etc.  And they did.   

 

You know the sad thing about that?  They wouldn’t have done it if 

a bunch of White folks hadn’t gotten up and told them.  And these 

were, of course, mostly the White folks who had put them all in 

office. 

Begin Segment 6:  00:26:21:06 

And that’s why they listened to us.  I think. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: It doesn’t seem like with you saying you being the beneficiary of 

White privilege and living a more privileged lifestyle that you 

would be connected to the garbage workers striking.  So what 

made you decide to pick up that fight? 

 

Dorothy: Because what was going on was so wrong.  What were those 

people making?  Nothing.  You know, their working conditions 

were horrible.  They didn’t even have a place to go to the 

bathroom.  You know, it was just unjust. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: How did you first learn – I mean obviously there was a lot of news 

coverage when the strike first happened, but when you began to 

feel the need to get involved, when did that occur? 

 

27:15 

 

Dorothy: Well, when did – all right, I’ll tell you exactly when it occurred.  I 

was in Republican headquarters one day, working with a lady 

named Mayolla Kilobrough, an African-American lady, and she 

got up and I said, “Where are you going?” and she said, “I’m going 

to lunch.”  And I said, “Okay.  What’s going on?”  She said, 

“Well, with this Jocelyn Wurzburg, she’s got this thing that she 

wants to talk to me about about the Panel of American Women.”  

And she told me a little bit about what it was supposed to do, and I 

said, “I’m coming with you, ‘cause I want to do that.”  In other 
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words, I wanted to make a statement.  I wanted to address the 

issues of racism and that sort of thing.   

 

28:08 

 

So I guess that was the beginning, and then within a year I was 

ready to take on the sanitation workers, you know, their cause, 

because of my involvement with the Panel. 

 

Jocelyn Cole:  What year was that meeting? 

 

Dorothy:  That meeting – which one?  Oh, that was in ’68. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Just to backtrack a little bit, what was the name of the man you 

went to lunch with, that your husband did not- 

 

Dorothy: Paran Mitchell. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Paran Mitchell.   

 

Dorothy: P-A-R-A-N, uh-huh. 

 

Tiffani Smith: I’m sorry.  Go ahead, spell it. 

 

Dorothy: That’s all right.  P-A-R-A-N Mitchell.   

 

Tiffani Smith: Okay.  And where did you all go to lunch? 

 

Dorothy: At the airport. 

 

Tiffani Smith: And how did other people view you when you all were eating 

lunch?  Did you notice any- 

 

Dorothy: I didn’t pay a damn bit of attention to it.  Excuse me ______. 

 

 (Laughter) 

 

Jocelyn Cole: That’s quite all right. 

 

Dorothy: I didn’t pay it.  Okay?   

 

Jocelyn Cole: From- 

 

Dorothy: I mean, you know, I told you my father was a real rebel; he used to 

write letters to Boss Crump in the newspaper.  He taught me 

something, right; stand up for what you believe in. 
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29:18 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Speaking of your father, besides your husband, what did the rest of 

your family think about your political activity, your political 

stance? 

 

Dorothy: I well of course my father loved it when I was doing the 

Republican business.  But then I quit that, see, because once I was 

the spokesperson for the Concerned Women of Memphis that I got 

voted out at the next county convention.  (Laughs)  They didn’t 

want me as an officer of the party anymore ‘cause that party had 

gone nuts. 

 

 Now what did other people think?  I’ll tell you a story about that.  

What my father thought is he hated it.   

 

30:05 

 

He hated what I was doing, because the thing about the Concerned Women of Memphis, 

because of who we were, we were on every – if we did something, 

if we called a press conference they came.  And one afternoon I 

was at the Board of Education, and back then the Board of 

Education would not apply for funds for the school lunch program, 

federal funding.  And I went down to Florida Street School about a 

week or so before this thing, and counted the number of kids in the 

cafeteria that could not each lunch, didn’t have anything to eat, and 

they had to sit in there.   

 

Begin Segment 7:  00:31:07:03 

 So I took a group of the Concerned Women with me and we hit the 

School Board the next Monday at its meeting and I was rather 

oratorical I think in front of the School Board and begged them to 

reconsider and gave them the figures, and “It’s just wrong to have 

this many students sitting there that can’t eat.”  And out of that 

they changed their policy, by the way, and they went on and 

applied.  That was one more effort that the Concerned Women did 

to put pressure on a public body to change their policies. 

 

 And that evening it was the lead story on the 5:00 or 6:00, 6:00 

news I guess, and the phone rang and it was my father.  He says, “I 

don’t why you’re doing what you’re doing and I don’t agree with 

anything you’re doing, but you certainly are doing it well.” 

 

32:04 
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 (Laughter) 

 

Dorothy: So that took real class I thought. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: What was the – I mean why exact – I might’ve missed it, why 

couldn’t the kids eat? 

 

Dorothy: Because the School Board wouldn’t apply for public, the federal 

funding for the lunch program.  And the reason they wouldn’t is 

because they said, “Oh, well if we get all that federal money they’ll 

tell us what we have to do.  We don’t want to be beholden to the 

Federal Government.” 

 

Jocelyn Cole: At this – so the Concerned Women from Memphis organized late 

‘60s and into the ‘70s, right? 

 

Dorothy: Mm hmm. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Were you guys at all influenced by the National Feminist 

Revolution movement type, you know, going on nationally? 

 

Dorothy: I didn’t think too much about that at the time.  We got into it.  I 

was on the International Women’s Year Committee here in 

Memphis and went as a delegate to the convention in Texas. 

 

33:05 

 

  So, you know, I guess some people call me one of the early feminists, but I never – I 

didn’t even think about that.  (Laughs) 

 

Tiffani Smith: Because you had the, the Panel of American Women has so much 

clout, I remember you saying that if you called a press conference 

they would come. 

 

Dorothy: That was the Concerned Women. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Okay, the Concerned Women. 

 

Dorothy: Right. 

 

Tiffani Smith: And I remember you also saying like you just had a rebel-type 

personality, you just did it just because. 

 

Dorothy: I did it ‘cause it was right. 
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Tiffani Smith: How did other people, like Caucasians, view it, and also African-

Americans?  Did you receive any harassment?  How did people 

deal with you in general? 

 

Dorothy: Let me put it this way, I was – there were times when I couldn’t let 

my children answer the phone because I was getting nasty, nasty 

phone calls.  And there were times when my children would go to 

school and some of their classmates would say, ‘Your mama’s an 

n-lover.”  So they caught it too.  And they’re better people because 

of it.   

 

34:25 

 

 And let’s see, that’s just – it goes with the territory.  If you’re 

going to speak out against the status quo you can expect to be 

harassed. 

 

Tiffani Smith: About what year did you have children?  What were their names? 

 

Dorothy: The oldest one is Whitney, and she was born in 1957.  And the 

next one is Dottie, and she was born in ’59.  And another one that 

was not born ‘til ’66.  And indeed they’re all politically all my 

children honey. 

 

35:07 

 

 (Laughter) 

 

Jocelyn Cole: What are their occupations? 

 

Dorothy: My oldest daughter’s an Episcopal priest and also a nurse.  She 

started out, went to Vanderbilt and got a nursing degree.  She’s 

been all over.  She was in Thailand and Cambodia.  What’s the 

organization?  Nurses – I can’t remember now.  It’s one of those 

missionary-type organizations. 

 

 And the youngest one is here in Memphis and she is head of 

community services for the Shelby County.  She was with the City 

and got all the money she could get in here from the Feds and the 

State.  She became disenchanted with the City and Mayor Wharton 

wanted her really bad, so she’s over at the County now and doing 

the same thing for the County. 

 

 And the youngest one is up in Arlington, Virginia and she works at 

a place called Potter’s House, which is sort of a coffee house and 
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religious center in Adams Morgan.  And as I said, they’re all my 

children.  They’re all- 

 

Jocelyn Cole: So Dottie is the one that works for the county? 

 

Dorothy: Uh huh.  Yeah. 

Begin Segment 8:  00:36:32:00 

 

Tiffani Smith: Okay.  While raising your children did you have any conversations 

with them like your father had with you?  What kind of things did 

you tell them? 

 

Dorothy: Oh sure.  What did Dottie say?  Dottie told me, we was talking 

sometime recently and she was telling people, she said, “You 

know, where I learned about differences,” the prejudice, was when 

I told her – she had asked me at one point why is there racism and 

why is there prejudice, and she said all I said was that “Some 

people don’t like folks who are different than they are.  And that 

doesn’t make it right, but that’s a fact.”  And she said that just – 

she just took that in.  You know, that was – she understood it. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: You mentioned your daughter is an Episcopal priest.  Are you – is 

your family Episcopalian?   

 

Dorothy: Mm hmm. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Always has been?  So growing up were you active in church? 

 

Dorothy: Yeah.  Pretty much.  Well, you know, not as much as maybe some 

people were, ‘cause I wasn’t in Memphis all the time.  I was over 

there at Horseshoe Lake.  But I – still, they came into town to 

church, at Grace-St. Luke’s on the corner of Peabody and 

Belvedere, where I still attend.  (Laughs) 

 

38:02 

 

 I tell you a funny story about that, though.  With the Panel of 

American Women, we were asked to come to speak to the women 

of the church, and Jocie asked me to be the WASP since I was a 

member of that church.  We had a big, big crowd there, did our 

thing, and everybody was so polite and everything.  When I got 

home, that’s what that phone started ringing and there were these 

nasty little anonymous people, and I recognized some of their 

voices.  (Laughs)  You know, it was terrible.  And I told the priest 

about it and he didn’t do anything about it.  He was terribly 

conservative. 
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 What had happened to that church at that particular time was there 

was an Episcopal church in Whitehaven and it had a civil rights 

activist as its priest, and all these Whitehaven conservatives moved 

up to Grace-St. Luke’s ‘cause we had a fairly conservative priest.  

That’s who was calling me.  (Laughs) 

 

39:22 

 

Jocelyn Cole: So what were some of the things you said that triggered the phone 

calls? 

 

Dorothy: Well, like things like “We can try this busing business, you know.  

I think people need to be integrated,” things of that type.  They 

didn’t – didn’t like that at all. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: And what type of comments did you receive on the phone? 

 

Dorothy: They didn’t even have their kids in public schools, so it wasn’t 

going to affect them anyway.  (Laughs) 

 

Jocelyn Cole: What kind of comments did you receive on the phone? 

 

Dorothy: Oh, just that “How can you support stuff like that?”  It was just 

hostile. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: When you became disenchanted with the Republican Party did you 

go to the other extreme and join the Democratic Party? 

 

Dorothy: No. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: No? 

 

 (Laughter) 

 

Dorothy: I’m just very independent. 

 

40:13 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Are there any – thinking back over your life, what memories do 

you have of some of the more major events during the civil rights 

movement, like assassinations or Freedom Summer or Emmitt Till 

any of those? 

 

Dorothy: I just viewed them all with horror.  I can remember watching on 

the television news, you know, the hoses in Birmingham and in the 
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South.  It just, it made me stronger in my position to fight that kind 

of thing. 

 

40:54 

 

 I’m not thinking of anything else particularly right now that stands 

out, but those things did.  You know, the kids, the Schwerner and 

Emmett Till thing and all, it was horrible. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Did you have like a big say-so in what your children did for a 

living?  Like how did you guide them towards your – not your way 

of thinking, but how did you – what kind of things did you teach 

them and show to them about what was going on in Memphis 

during that time period? 

 

Dorothy: I didn’t have to teach them much.  I mean, they had eyes and ears 

of their own.  They saw what was going on.  You know, I don’t 

remember preaching to them or anything like that.  They were 

learning by seeing. 

Begin Segment 9: 00:41:48:09  

 

Tiffani Smith: Looking back, do you wish you would’ve known anything that you 

know now?  Would have something helped you if you knew? 

 

Dorothy: Not particularly that I can think of.   

 

Tiffani Smith: Okay.  Do you have any advice for people now in Memphis who 

are dealing with the race relations? 

 

Dorothy: I think that what we’ve got now is more economic than racial in 

terms of the divide.  I see people interacting interracially and, you 

know, certainly not like anything when I was growing up.  But I 

think our biggest problems now are economic.  We have – when 

you see the statistics, let’s just take Shelby County alone and you 

see the White families are way up here on the annual income scale.  

The next are Asian-American.  The next are Hispanic, and down at 

the bottom are Blacks. 

 

43:07 

 

  That’s not right.  That’s not right.  We’ve got to- 

 

 Well, one thing we’ve got to do is educate people better, and in 

terms of opportunities for jobs.  I’m liking what this new 

superintendent is saying, that he wants to put in more education, 
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for specific types of industry here in Shelby County, and that just 

makes sense to me.  We should’ve been doing that all along.   

 

 We’ve got to somehow get out of this economic disparity. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Do you feel like some things have not changed or some things 

have changed? 

 

Dorothy: Yeah, that hasn’t changed. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Okay. 

 

Dorothy: It just exacerbated by a greater number of people in it, I think, in 

poverty. 

 

44:05 

 

Jocelyn Cole: So what are your view on current politics?  What are views on 

current politics? 

 

Dorothy: Current politics?  Well, I’m for Steve Cohen and Obama.  How’s 

that? 

 

 (Laughter) 

 

Dorothy: Does that tell you? 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Yeah.  I wanted to ask you another question, but I think I wrote it 

somewhere and hid it from myself.  I guess I’m done, ‘cause I 

don’t remember where I wrote it, if I wrote it down at all. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Wrapping it up, what was your proudest memory? 

 

Dorothy: Oh wow.  Jeez.  That’s stumping me.  

 

45:02 

 

 Proudest – hmm.  Can I take that over?  I don’t have a specific one time. 

 

Tiffani Smith: That’s fine.   

 

Dorothy: You know, I said I was a retired psychotherapist.  Okay, when I 

got into that field as a result of my interactions with people in the 

whole civil rights business  I began to understand what empathy 

meant and what it was like to maybe stand in someone else’s 

shoes.  And I went to a workshop over in North Carolina as part of 



Joe Wack 20080714_Jones Page 21 of 22 
Interviewer, Dorothy Snowden-Jones 

 

www.escriptionist.com  Page 21 of 22 

a – well, it was called about racial scripting and how people pass 

down the messages from generation to generation about how 

things should be, you know.   

 

And while I was there – this was an outfit that trained therapists, 

and at one point we were asked to lead a group or whatnot. 

 

46:23 

 

  And one of the women, the leader, group leaders, she had asked 

me to be the therapist, okay, you know.  And she was so impressed 

with what I did, she said, “You’re a born therapist.  You’ve got to 

come” – and I said, “I don’t even have an undergraduate degree.”  

And she said, “We don’t care.  You’re a natural.”  And so I trained 

with them for four years, and that’s how I got into the field.  It was 

great.  That was kind of a proud moment.  And I worked at that for 

over 20 years.   

 

And so, you know, that brought me into – I like to say that my 

involvement in the civil rights movement made me into a human 

being.   

Being Segment 10: 00:47:20:18 

 

Tiffani Smith: What type of things did you actually learn?  Like what experiences 

were people sharing with you in the psychotherapy? 

 

Dorothy: Well, you’re talking – boy, that’s confidential now anyway. 

 

Tiffani Smith: I’m sorry. 

 

Dorothy: No, I was, you know, a marriage and family therapist and 

counselor.  And so, you know, the whole dynamic is like a 

psychologist or counselor or whatever. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Did you notice a lot of family – do you feel like civil rights like 

played the family – the African-American family during the civil 

rights movement?  Do you feel like it tore it apart or how do you? 

 

Dorothy: I think poverty tears the African-American family apart.   

 

Jocelyn Cole: So wow. 

 

48:15 

 

Tiffani Smith: That’s a lot. 
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Jocelyn Cole: That was heavy.   

 

Dorothy: I know. 

 

Jocelyn Cole: Tiffani and I are both fairly young, both still college students.  Do 

you have any words of wisdom for us? 

 

Dorothy: No. 

 

 (Laughter) 

 

Dorothy: Keep on keeping on.  Finish your education and go to work.  

(Laughs)  And understand that you gotta give back. 

 

Tiffani Smith: Well, on behalf of Crossroads to Freedom, thank you so much for 

sharing your time with us. We really appreciate it. 

 

Dorothy: All right.  

 

Jocelyn Cole:   Definitely. 

 

Dorothy: I enjoyed it, thank you. 

 

[End of Audio] 

 

 


