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Mackenzie Zalin: On behalf of the Crossroads to Freedom Project, we'd like to thank 

you for sharing your time with us for this interview.  For the sake 

of record, would you please state your name? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Miriam Northrop. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: And where were you born? 

 

Miriam Northrop: I was born in Lucedale, Mississippi in George County. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: What were your parents' names? 

 

Miriam Northrop: My father was named Robert Elton Horne and my mother's name 

was Mertis Grantham Horne. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: And what were their occupations? 

 

Miriam Northrop: My father was a school teacher.  And my mother, I don't guess 

ever had a paying job in her life.  She was a full time stay at home 

mom, reared five children, and ran a wonderful home. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: Could you describe your brothers and sisters a little bit more? 

 

Miriam Northrop: I have a sister.  I was the oldest.  Well, for the full story, they lost a 

child at four months, a year before I was born. 

 

[0:01:05] Died of pneumonia as a four month old infant.  And then I was the 

next one.  And I had a brother, Robert Elton Horne, Jr., who was 

two and a half years younger than I.  And he was an Air Force, or 

probably was even called the Air Corps, pilot after World War II.  

But he was killed in a freakish accident.  Fourteen planes going 

from an airbase in Texas on their way to an airbase in either Ohio 

or Pennsylvania got into some – these were the early days of the 

thunder jets and all their problems hadn't been worked out.  

Fourteen of these planes ran into a very strange atmospheric 

situation and they all just pitched straight down. 

 

[0:02:03] All of them were killed.  And that ended his life and his career. 

 

 Then we have a sister who is nearly nine years younger than I and 

her name is Patsy Horne Robinson.  After that, mother and daddy 

had another son named John Grantham Horne.  He graduated from 

Mississippi Southern and was one of those rebellious ones.  I don't 

remember the year but he wouldn't join the ROTC.  So when he 

graduated he was ready to be sent to I guess it was Korea.  It was 

Vietnam then.  So he joined the Navy and became a Navy pilot.  
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He did most everything that Navy pilots do, a long series of things, 

and after about five years, which was what he had to sign up for 

for not joining the ROTC during college or some form of 

government activity. 

 

[0:03:05] He had rotated back to Pensacola, Florida and was teaching other 

young students to fly.  There was some sort of freakish accident in 

a training plane, which should not have been beyond his control or 

it probably was from the student's, and they pitched into a little 

creek and both of them were killed.  This was in '73 I would guess. 

 

 The last child that my mother and father had was Michael Horne, 

who was born when I was a freshman at Oled Miss.  He's still 

living.  Out of three sons, he's the only one still living.  And he's a 

physicist and lives in Boston.  He's been in Boston for – well, from 

Oled Miss he went to MIT and got his doctorate and never left 

Boston. 

 

[0:04:03] He's still living in the area doing research and teaching there. 

 

 And that takes care of my siblings. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: Could you go back for a moment and describe your childhood a 

little bit in Mississippi and what that was like growing up? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Well, my father was a school teacher and we also owned a farm.  

He taught most of time he was the principal of the school in 

Lucedale, the town where we lived, and he served one term as 

Superintendant of Education in the school system there.  And then 

when that term was over he was not elected the next time.  An 

interesting thing, because of the context in which we're talking, 

this was an elected position, a political elected position, and he lost 

the election and it was pretty obvious to everybody that the reason 

he lost was he spent some money and built a school for the black 

people, a new black school. 

 

[0:05:05] Not an integrated school, but they at least had a school that had a 

good roof and so forth.  And for that reason – when would this 

have been?  I can't remember what grade I was in, but he lost the 

election because he spent money building a black school. 

 

 Anyway, he taught most of the time in Lucedale.  We owned a big 

farm down in south of town.  And we built a house there.  We 

lived there sometimes.  He taught at the school.  This was a small 

community called Agricola, and when he taught there we lived in 
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our house on the farm.  And when he taught in town, we lived in a 

variety of rented houses that we lived in in town. 

 

[0:06:00] So my childhood was varied.  It was a town of about 1,000 people. 

 

 One summer I amused myself by conducting a city census.  I knew 

everybody in town.  You didn't have to ask them any questions.  

Sometimes you did, but I got a notebook and compiled the census 

of everybody that lived in town.  The rest of the time I built 

playhouses and played with dolls.  We lived in a house that was on 

the edge of town that had a big barn built behind it.  There were 

lots of houses around it but the old barn was there.  And it was a 

wonderful place for children to play.  We played upstairs most of 

the time.  It had real stairs going up to the second floor of the barn.   

 

 One day we were playing up there, my brother and maybe a 

neighborhood child, and the city was cutting the weeds around the 

property as they do in everywhere, but in small towns it's really an 

event when they come and go around your property and cut down 

all the bad tall weeds that were beyond the upkeep of the people 

who lived there. 

 

[0:07:16] And they killed two tremendous rattle snakes right down at the 

bottom of the barn.  Of course by getting rid of the growth, they 

probably scared them all away, but that discouraged us from 

playing in the barn for a while, but we did anyway. 

 

 Childhood other than that, I played with dolls and we built 

playhouses and we climbed trees.  There were other children to 

play with but if I played with my brother we did boy things and if 

he played with me, he did girl things like play with dolls 

sometimes.  But he insisted they were all male dolls. 

 

Arijit Paul: Could you talk about your experiences in college? 

 

Miriam Northrop: In college? 

 

Arijit Paul: Yes. 

 

Miriam Northrop: [0:08:00] Well, I went to Oled Miss and I was the first of five 

that my father was expecting to have to graduate.  Well, it was 

only four and one was born while I was a freshman in college, I'll 

say, but at that time he was looking forward with some dread as to 

how he was going to put all of us through college.  So, he said, 

"Why don't you go to Perkinston?", which was a small, they call 

them community colleges now but they were called junior colleges 
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in Mississippi, and it was a very good school.  But I didn't want to 

go there.  I wanted to go to Oled Miss.  So I said, "I'll work and 

you pay what it would cost me to go to Perkinston and I'll earn my 

way through the rest of the way."  So I did work the whole time I 

was in college.  I went to Oled Miss and spent four years there. 

 

 Due to the fact that it was right in the middle of World War II, I 

was a freshman in the fall of '42 and I graduated in '46. 

 

[0:09:02] So there were a few males in the freshman class when I got there, 

but they all were drafted or their number came up.  They left fairly 

soon.  I was interested in communications and wanted to major in 

English.  They didn't have such a thing as a communication degree 

or even no communication classes.  But at Oled Miss I was very 

lucky because all of the younger professors had been called into 

service.  The student body was very small and the older, more 

experienced, and in many cases the senior people, for instance, the 

man who taught mainly Shakespeare was my freshman English 

teacher. 

 

[0:10:02] And then I eventually got up to his upper classes too.  So there 

were some advantages in the people who taught your classes at 

Oled Miss. 

 

 I worked on the school paper and late when I was a sophomore, the 

editor of the paper was drafted and so I became the first woman 

editor of the Mississippian because the men were all gone.  That 

probably wouldn't have happened if it hadn't been for that, but it 

happened that way.  So I had that job for a couple of years and that 

was one of those things set up on the campus where the editor and 

the business manager shared the profits that the paper made, which 

some years were practically nothing, but if he did good advertising 

they were very lucrative.  And so he was very good and we did 

well.  So that helped send me through college being the editor of 

the paper for two years. 

 

[0:11:02] I had other jobs on the campus.  I graded papers for one of the 

History professors.  Those jobs that good students pick up. 

 

Arijit Paul: Could you tell us about your occupation after college? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Well, after I graduated I came up here and talked to the editor of 

the Commercial Appeal about a job.  He gave me a job.  But at that 

time there was only one woman reporter.  All of the reporters were 

men.  A whole sitting room full of reporters and they were all men 

but one woman.  She was an elderly woman, well older I'll say.  A 
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lot of us went to work for the Commercial Appeal hoping that 

maybe she would not be there forever and we would get that job. 

 

 So in the meantime we worked on what they call society and club 

news and this sort of thing. 

 

[0:12:04] I never got her job.  I was there for two years and I married a 

young reporter and did what women did in those days and what I 

in particular had to do.  He worked at night.  He was on the city 

desk until 2:00 in the morning.  We felt like we had to get married 

in order to see each other so getting married didn't free you to 

pursue an occupation either.  So that was not the reason probably 

because that's just what we all did.  When you got married you 

stayed at home and began to do other things.  Three and a half or 

four years later we had a child and subsequently had two 

daughters.  So that comprised our family.  So I spent most of my 

life rearing two little girls and running a home for us all. 

 

Arijit Paul: How long was your husband on the Commercial Appeal? 

 

Miriam Northrop: [0:13:06] He died there in 1978.  For a long time he had been 

the editor of the editorial page.  He was at the Commercial Appeal 

when I got there and because he was a 4F – do you know what that 

means?  He had a very bad heart and very flat feet and very bad 

eyes and a few other problems, so they didn't want him in the 

Army.  But he was a charming, beautifully educated man, and I 

knew that he was not well and would not live a long time, but 

whatever time there was I was willing to gamble on that.  We were 

married for nearly 29 years. 

 

 He had open heart surgery twice.  The first one was in 1956 and 

was very successful.  And was done in a very experimental 

procedure done in Philadelphia in 1956. 

 

 [0:14:11] In 1978 he was ill again and it was a valve problem.  They gave 

him a pig's valve in at Honoman______ in Philadelphia in 1956.  

They repaired the valve.  The doctor explained it to me that his 

heart just had never really closed.  When his heart beats you could 

hear the beat and then gush sound.  The problem was that the valve 

never closed and the surgeon who did this surgery in Philadelphia 

told me that he took 50 pound fishing cord, I assume he was telling 

that truthfully, and sewed the hole up at one end so that when it did 

close what closure there was the smaller opening closed. 

 

[0:15:07] So he lived from '56 to '78 with that valve working very well.  But 

in '78 it had served all it could serve and a local surgeon tried to 
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put a pig's valve in and it got in very successfully but there was 

internal bleeding and he lived about a week and died in 1978 with 

the replacement valve. 

 

 But he was at the Commercial Appeal all of that time; from '44 or 

'45 he got there and then he died in '78. 

 

Arijit Paul: And were you still involved with the Commercial Appeal? 

 

Miriam Northrop: I worked for the Commercial Appeal for a couple of years and then 

I quit work and went home to run a home and rear two little girls.  

I never had any real full time employment. 

 

[0:16:00] After he died I did some volunteer work, a lot of volunteer work, 

but then after he was gone I was hired as communications director 

for Memphis in May and I went to work doing that.  Then right at 

the time we got to the first Memphis in May session and the 

American Cancer Society offered me the job as the executive 

director in this county for the American Cancer Society.  So I went 

to work for them then which was a full time job.  And Memphis in 

May was, of course, a seasonal job.  In those days you only worked 

a couple of months before Memphis in May occurred.  So that 

gave me my first full time employment at the American Cancer 

Society and I was there about eight years. 

 

 By this time I had two daughters who had children. 

 

[0:17:00] I was a grandmother twice over.  Guy's mother was ill in Little 

Rock.  My parents were elderly and ill in Gulfport.  So I quite 

work to take care of all these family members and never went back 

to work again except short term volunteer things or maybe a few 

consultations for which I was paid.  As I said, I stayed at the 

Cancer Society eight years and I just realized that suddenly there 

were family members I had to take care of and would see about a 

job later and somehow managed to live without going back to 

work after that. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: Let's go back a moment to your experiences.  You talked about 

moving to Memphis.  What were some of the differences you 

noted between growing up in a primarily rural environment in 

Mississippi and coming to a fairly urban environment in Memphis 

right after you graduated college?  What was that like? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Oled Miss is not very far down the road and we came to Memphis 

a lot.  I had a lot of friends who lived in Memphis so I had spent a 
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good – three or four friends of mine who lived here had weddings 

and I came here to be in their weddings. 

 

[0:18:06] So I had been in Memphis a good bit.  The week before I went to 

Oled Miss as a freshman though, my father went to Gulf Coast 

Military Academy as the head of the math department in Gulfport.  

So I hadn't lived in the rural area in the country house since I was 

12 years old.  I had lived in Hattiesburg.  I graduated from high 

school at the Demonstration School, which is the same thing as the 

campus school here.  It's a place where teachers got trained.  That 

was in Hattiesburg.  My daddy was teaching at Mississippi 

Southern then.  So Hattiesburg is a nice size city.  So I had not 

lived in the country for a long time.  

 

[0:18:58] Hattiesburg is not anything like as big as Memphis, but in the four 

years from Hattiesburg to Oxford, I was up here a lot so I was 

familiar with this town.  And in those days the football games, all 

the home football games were in Memphis.  None were on the 

Oled Miss campus, maybe one, but you came up here to play your 

football games in old Crump Stadium.  So I had spent a lot of time 

in Memphis prior to that. 

 

Arijit Paul: You mentioned your two daughters.  Where did they go to school? 

 

Miriam Northrop: My older daughter was at Union University in Jackson, Tennessee 

and she – 

 

Arijit Paul: Even before college, where did they go? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Before college? 

 

Arijit Paul: Yes. 

 

Miriam Northrop: Both of my girls went to Snowden, which is down the street.  We 

moved to that house where I live now in 1966.  So they were still, I 

think one was in the fourth grade and maybe one was in the 

seventh grade. 

 

[0:20:03] So they went to Snowden and from Snowden they went to Central.  

The older daughter had a wonderful scholarship to Union 

University in Jackson.  And she went up there and after two years 

she fell in love and just everything we could do to keep her from 

getting married failed.  So finally we had a wedding and it didn’t 

work.  A year later there was a divorce.  So when she came back to 

Memphis after the divorce she went to what's now the University 

of Memphis and graduated there. 
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 My second daughter went to UT Knoxville for four years and 

graduated from there.  They are both school teachers.  The older 

one teaches first grade in Jackson, Tennessee where she now lives.  

She's married and has three children, all of whom are grown.  And 

I have one great grandchild, who's five years old, the child of her 

oldest child. 

 

[0:21:05] The younger daughter who went to UT Knoxville married a man 

who is a school teacher.  His name is, and you may have gone to 

school with to him, Ed McDougal.  He taught economics. 

 

Arijit Paul: I had him.  I think I did have him. 

 

Miriam Northrop: He taught economics and was a golf coach at White Station. 

 

Arijit Paul: Yes. 

 

Miriam Northrop: My younger daughter married him.  She has just retired after 30 

years teaching in the public schools in West Memphis. 

 

Arijit Paul: I'd like to focus a little bit on the time period when your children, 

your daughters, went to high school. 

 

Miriam Northrop: Went to Central? 

 

Arijit Paul: Yes. 

 

Miriam Northrop: Both of them had gone to East and we lived near there. 

 

[0:22:03] Then when we moved in this house I transferred them to Snowden.  

They both did seven grades, I guess, at Snowden, or eight grades, 

and then went to Central, both of them. 

 

Arijit Paul: And were these schools integrated during that time period? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Well, the schools were integrated by law I think when they were 

still at East.  I remember a lot of commotion about it happening but 

I don't remember that it changed their lives very much.  They came 

home one day and told me there were three new children in their 

class and eventually one of them got around to saying they were 

black children.  But it was not a big thing to them.  When they left 

Snowden, I don't even remember anything about what the 

integration had done, but I know there were probably lots of black 

children in Snowden when they were there. 
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[0:23:03] But it was not anything that I remember any incidents or anything 

about it. 

 

 When they went to Central, Central in those days had a reputation 

as being the high school to go to.  In fact, if you remember there, 

the letters on their jackets and their teams say H.  It was for high 

school.  I'm sure they don't do that anymore but they were doing 

that as late as the early 70s.  They wore an H because it was the 

high school.  They'd been doing it for 100 years ever since it had 

been started.  Well, it really was the only high school when they 

stated it. 

 

 I just remember that there were an increasing number of black 

students. 

 

Arijit Paul: Did you feel that the community was – how did the Evergreen 

community feel about these schools being integrated? 

 

Miriam Northrop: [0:24:02] Well, it was varied.  There were some people who 

did not like it at all.  But none of my close friends felt that way.  

They may have preferred that it not be that, but nobody talked 

about it.  The thing I can remember most, on our own we made 

contact with some black mothers of other students and we had 

meetings and talked about things we could do to help it.  My 

memory of the time was that I was more involved than they were 

in the actual process and talking about it.  It just happened to them 

and they were there and it was all right. 

 

Arijit Paul: Was there any sense of kind of a fear of change in the community? 

 

Miriam Northrop: You heard a lot of talk about that.  There were a lot of people who 

could afford it, sent them to private schools.  But there were 

increasingly a number of black students in the private schools. 

 

[0:25:02] So pretty soon that was not a solution to that problem.  There were 

lots of people that I knew who went to small church sponsored 

schools that were to remain simply white.  I didn't know anybody 

personally who went to them. 

 

Arijit Paul: Do you remember how you explained issues of race to your 

children during the integration time? 

 

Miriam Northrop: I don't remember specifically any particular conversation but by 

this time I had a daytime job and we could have dinner as early as 

8:00 at night.  Two or three times a week they had to wait and have 
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dinner with us and we talked about these things at home, if they 

saw stories that their daddy had written with his byline on it. 

 

[0:26:00] So it wasn't a shock to them.  The things that may have bothered 

other people when they got up in the morning and read the 

newspaper and saw that 11 black students at entered______.  They 

already knew about it.  And I don't remember.  They were more 

interested in other things.  It just didn't bother them.  They didn't 

hear any conversation at our house about, "Oh, this terrible thing 

that's happening."  I think I can remember once or twice they told 

me about other children who were upset about it and we talked 

about it in that context, but not in any big deal.  It was just 

something that was already talked about.  And I don't remember 

ever saying, "You have to be nice to these people."  But it was 

implied. 

 

Arijit Paul: How do you think the dynamic of your husband working at the 

Commercial Appeal – 

 

Miriam Northrop: [0:27:07] How do I feel about what? 

 

Arijit Paul: Your husband working at the Commercial Appeal, how did that 

kind of impact your family during the 50s and 60s? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Well, the paper got around eventually to being more liberal about 

this.  I can't remember.  They didn’t get there quite as rapidly as 

we might have hoped, but they were on their way.  I don't 

remember ever explaining to them anything.  They didn’t read the 

paper for one.  They heard it at home.  They heard it discussed.  

They didn't read the papers, not that page anyway, not the news 

being girls more than boys.  We didn't read the sports pages much 

until they got old enough to be interested in the young men who 

were playing the sports. 

 

[0:28:02] So they didn’t read the paper.  They just heard things that were 

talked about. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: Was your family involved at all in the political process at this 

time? 

 

Arijit Paul: Voting or rallies? 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: Did you have strong political convictions about these issues? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Right.  What was it that we had the big meeting in Crump 

Stadium?  I can't remember.  I think it was on Sunday after Martin 
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Luther King was shot.  And I may be wrong about the timing of 

this.  But there was a grass roots group of us who got together and 

met, I think it was at Crump, on the Sunday following the King 

assassination to show that we were opposed to such activities. 

 

[0:29:59] I don't know exactly how we got it going or how we got there, but 

it happened.  We went there.  The paper, as you may know, was a 

little slow to come along with these things and so there were 

certain constraints, I'm sure, on what Guy wrote maybe in 

editorials.  I don't remember him ever coming home and telling me 

he'd had to change something because they didn't approve of this 

or soften a stand or something. 

 

 I'm sure being at the paper, which was a little slower to shift gears, 

that being his livelihood I'm sure it restrained him somewhat.  You 

know, this is who you're working for and what you do.  I don't 

remember it ever being serious enough that he thought about 

quitting.  Number one, he was not a well man and he suddenly had 

a wife and two children to support. 

 

[0:30:07] He was from Little Rock.  He went to not Hendricks but that other 

state school at Conway.  And then he went to Chapel Hill.  So we 

were both Southerners.  We had both been reared in the southern 

culture. 

 

 I remember the day that Little Rock High School was integrated 

and that was all publicized frequently and Guy was very concerned 

about this.  I woke up one morning and he had left.  He was not in 

the bed.  And he didn't go to work until later in the day.  And the 

first thing I did was call the switchboard at the Commercial 

Appeal. 

 

[0:31:01] The switchboard operators were not there at that hour, but I rang 

his phone and he answered and he said he was on his way to Little 

Rock.  He was going to be there when this happened because it 

was his school, you see.  I convinced him that he was not well 

enough to go do that.  It took a long time but he came home and 

didn't go. 

 

 I just didn't think that that was – as I said, he worked until 1978 a 

full time job.  After the first surgery he had a cot in his office so he 

could rest part of the day.  But he did manage to always work.  So 

it was very important to him and his self esteem that he continued 

to work and support his family.  So I talked him into not going to 

Little Rock.  I didn't know what was going to happen over there.  I 

didn't think he was going to be on the side of being opposing those.   
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[0:32:01] He just wanted to be there when it happened and see what 

happened.  I convinced him over the phone that he didn't need to 

be there.  So he didn't go.  But if I hadn't caught him he was on his 

way. 

 

 What was your question?  Did I answer it?  Were we involved in 

the political process?  Because we did not always know which way 

the paper was going to come down on something, we didn't do 

things like put political signs in our yard for anybody because we 

possibly did not want to vote for the people the paper was 

sponsoring.  But he was on the editorial board, of course, at the 

paper that made the decisions as to who the paper supported.  So 

we just avoided that all together.  But on other issues, when the 

subject of whether or not the expressway was going through the 

park, we had a meeting that was on our own and it met at our 

house to try to fight that. 

 

[0:33:18] And I didn't think about it, but years later two people in the 

neighborhood said that was the beginning of the Evergreen 

Organization as a civic organization.  She said, "Don't you 

remember?  We started in your living room."  I had not thought of 

it as that but it was from that point.  But they met in our living 

room to talk about what we could do to keep the expressway out of 

the park.  Frankly, I don't remember what the paper's position was 

on this, whether they were neutral or whether they had ever 

considered it.  But the people who lived there were very concerned 

about it and that included us.  And we met at our house to see what 

we could do about keeping it from there. 

 

[0:34:04] Don't ask me what we did.  I just think that it began to be talked 

about.  I probably wrote a story, I don't remember though, in the 

paper that people in the Evergreen district were upset about this 

and were trying to get it stopped and did.  This was of course after 

they had already lost all their houses that had been torn down and a 

lot of the people involved were people whose houses had been torn 

down already.  But they still hadn't put the expressway through 

there.  I guess you could say on real non-political issues we were 

involved.  We were interested in all of them. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: Let's talk a bit more about your role in the Evergreen Community 

Association, the District Association, and about the expressway.  

Were most people opposed to the expressway? 

 

Miriam Northrop: [0:35:01] They were opposed to it coming through the park 

and we had to fight it on that basis.  We didn’t want it in our 
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neighborhood and in the park and it was one thing.  If it came 

through the park it was going to go through our neighborhoods too.  

It couldn't come and then turn, you see.  So we didn’t think it 

should come through the park at all, not through the zoo nor our 

neighborhood.  But we mainly complained about it on the basis of 

the zoo because that seemed less selfish than protecting our own 

property although it was all of a piece. 

 

Arijit Paul: How was your husband, even in the Commercial Appeal, how did 

they cover this issue? 

 

Miriam Northrop: I don't remember. 

 

[0:36:00] It was not a big deal to them.  He probably wrote a little story 

about the meetings that we had.  I don't know.  It's the wife of a 

newspaper man; the cobbler's children have no shoes.  You don't 

always read everything they write so you don't know.  But it was 

not an issue really with the city as a whole.  It was only an issue 

here in the neighborhood. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: After the Supreme Court had reversed the decision that stated that 

the expressway could not go through Overton Park, what was it 

like in the following years after? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Well, everybody was very upset because we had all that vacant 

space and the city would not or could not keep it up and it became 

weeds.  It was a terrible thing because that swatch had been leveled 

and after two years, I would say, it was just weeds and no man's 

land. 

 

[0:37:08] It was not anything that the city for several years, they would do 

anything much about.  You prayed for winter to come and all the 

greenery to die. 

 

 And I don't remember exactly when it happened, but eventually we 

had a mayor who resurrected, I don't even remember which one it 

was at this point, but we began to sell those lots.  It was a slow 

thing but people began to buy them.  Eventually we were down to 

just a few lots that had not been sold and then people went in there 

and began to build houses on them back on where they had been.  

And don't ask me what this timeframe was because I don't 

remember, but several years went by when it was just nothing was 

done.  And then suddenly we began to have one, two, or three, and 

then eventually I can remember when it got down to one former 

expressway designated lot was sold for a house. 
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[0:38:09] And now I don't think there's a vacancy in there. 

 

 I don't know what the building requirements were or how 

strenuous it was or what rule there were because I didn't build one, 

but I know that the new owners were urged to build houses with 

the same character and that it looked like the other houses.  Since I 

wasn't involved in either the management of it or a person who 

was building one, I don't know exactly.  But if you go look you 

can't tell one from the other.  You can't really tell which are the 

new houses and which are the older houses because they had some 

constraints put on them.  But mostly people who were interested in 

living in there wanted to live in a house that looked like the 

neighborhood. 

 

[0:39:02] But it was not good for a while.  It was just empty and ragged and 

it was not maintained well. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: Was your property ever in danger of being demolished?  Was it 

that close to the corridor? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Was mine ever in danger? 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: Yes. 

 

Miriam Northrop: No.  The corridor was laid out and it entered the park, I think, 

where the cars now turn as you get off of Sam Cooper.  I think it 

entered there and it went through the park and then when it got to 

Evergreen it turned and went toward Peach and would have hit 

Poplar somewhere a little west of where the Home Depot is.  But it 

cut through there. 

 

[0:40:01] And part of that area is a big drainage ditch.  That last part of it on 

Peach Street, for instance, all dead ended at the drainage ditch.  So 

it was trees in there and it was places that had never been 

developed.  But it wasn't a pretty sight.  All that vacant lots were 

frequently not well kept.  The Evergreen, what'd we call ourselves?  

The Evergreen?  Whatever the civic group is, did a lot to try to – 

we started taking little corners and planting flowers and cutting 

them down. 

 

Arijit Paul: And were you involved with the district association after the plans 

had been shelved for the expressway? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Oh yes.  In fact, from then on I was. 
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[0:41:01] I was active in the organization every year until two or three years 

ago or about five years ago I quit being.  Younger people came 

along to do it. 

 

Arijit Paul: What were some of the issues that the district association faced 

besides the corridor? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Well, security became a great concern.  I can't remember how far 

back, but when my children went to Snowden you kissed them 

goodbye at the front door and they went down the steps and went 

to Snowden.  Now, I don't know any children that walk to 

Snowden without a parent with them.  In my block, well he's as tall 

as his mother, and she walks him to Snowden and walks to 

Snowden and brings him home.  But he has to be in the seventh 

grade, whatever they are over there, seventh or eighth.  Every child 

is either dropped off by a car or parents walk them to school.   

 

[0:42:03] When my children went to school you told them goodbye at the 

door. 

 

 Now, when that came I don't know but there is a perception that it's 

not safe to walk to school alone.  Parents go with them.  I'm not 

really sure what they're afraid of, however, I will have to say this 

past winter there were several incidents on Mclean right long 

where we are, robberies and carjacking and things, which made 

you think maybe there's a reason for the perception.  So I don't 

know exactly when it happened. 

 

 My second daughter who's married to Coach McDougal, their little 

girl, both of their parents had to go to school before she was due at 

Snowden so they would drop her at my house and I would walk 

her down to the corner. 

 

[0:43:05] I don't remember, they have crossing guards there, I don't 

remember whether I took her across the street or not.  I guess 

probably I did.  I took her to the front door.  But that was what they 

wanted me to do with her and that was what the others were doing. 

 

 In between where this grandchild went to school and when mine 

went to school this difference had occurred.  The perception is that 

you don't let a child alone on their way to Snowden for school.  I 

had more evidence that I read about in the paper this past year as I 

just mentioned that made me know that was probably a good thing. 

 

 What was your question though?  Was that it? 
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Arijit Paul: I was just asking about the issues other than the corridor. 

 

Miriam Northrop: Other than the corridor.  Well, security.  That continues to be 

strong. 

 

[0:44:01] We're very strong on being green but we don't much know how.  

There's no turbines anywhere and nobody that I've seen has put any 

solar panels in their roof, but they talk about it.  I have not been to 

a meeting of the Evergreen Association in the last two years so I 

can't tell you.  But I read, when they send me the notice that the 

meeting is to be, I see what the subjects are and it's always security 

or making our neighborhood more green and it isn't happening 

very fast.  But I hope it will.  But I have not been involved in any 

of it for two years.  I just read and talk to my neighbors.  But I do 

know that's the main thing. 

 

 I think that the current president gets a little newsletter out and it's 

on email and I don't have email so I don't get it.  But my children 

tell me about it. 

 

[0:45:02] Security is the main thing on there and anything to do with the 

environment that we can change is what they're concerned with. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: Do you feel that this concern over safety is well founded or do you 

think it's more of a perception about the way it is? 

 

Miriam Northrop: Well, if you had asked me this last year I would have said I 

thought that it was not founded.  But in the last year because of the 

incidents that I've mentioned, I have decided maybe it was a good 

thing.  But the perception has always run ahead of what I think the 

situation is.  Just recently, probably in the last few months, I read 

in the New York Times where a mother took her child to 

someplace in New York City that he was not familiar with and 

gave him some car fare and a few things and went to wherever she 

lived and let him get on.  And he was seven or eight years old and 

he did it.  Did you read the story? 

 

[0:46:00] Did you read about this child?  He got home in good shape.  And 

so then there was a series of articles about we're babying our 

children.  We're not letting them get out and learn to work in 

society as it is today.  I don't know.  I’m just on the sidelines now.  

It's not a subject I hear my children talking about or my 

grandchildren talking about that's concerning them.  So I don't 

know. 
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Mackenzie Zalin: What do you feel Evergreen's place is in the future relative to the 

greater Memphis area?  As it continues to expand and there are 

these issues of safety, where do you feel Evergreen is headed in 

Midtown in particular? 

 

Miriam Northrop: What was the last thing you said?  How do I feel it's what? 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: What do you think Evergreen's role will be in the future of 

Memphis? 

 

Miriam Northrop: I haven't thought about that in a long time.  I've been thinking 

about keeping this 83 year old lady up and going. 

 

[0:47:00] I don't know.  Geographic boundaries are pretty set.  There are not 

many empty houses anywhere so this won't change.  Do they have 

seven grades at Snowden? 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: Yes. 

 

Miriam Northrop: I thought they did.  It has been a very good school and when my 

children were there and until recently the principal was an 

outstanding principal.  But she's now one of the four area 

superintendants and she was a close friend and a classmate of one 

of my children so we followed her career.  I think Snowden will 

continue to be an excellent school although the administration over 

there is for the first time not people that I know. 

 

[0:48:00] I think it's a good school and that the parents are enough interested 

in the school.  It's sort of like White Station.  The parents at 

Snowden have always been very interested in the school and have 

participated in it.  One parent in our school is a dental hygienist 

and she was in the building that overlooked White Station.  She 

said to a mother at White Station a few years ago something about 

what a wonderful school it is and the parent said, "Well, it is a 

wonderful school but we all work at it, meaning all of the parents."  

And I think that same thing has always been evident here.  And I 

hope it will continue because there's enough new people coming in 

with young children.  My children are up and gone and somewhere 

else.  My grandchildren are grown. 

 

[0:49:00] But there are other people who will be sending their children to 

school there and I think that they're going to have the same interest 

in the school and in the neighborhood that we had.  Although I'm 

not personally involved enough in it right now to know what 

they're doing.  I can't answer the question about whether or not it is 

all a perception.  There's a very high perception that it's a very 
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dangerous place, but they still send them to school even if mother 

walks with them.  So maybe that will change.  I don't know.  I 

don't know. 

 

Arijit Paul: Speaking of changes, just over all of your time in the Evergreen 

District, what are some of the biggest changes that have happened 

that you've seen? 

 

Miriam Northrop: When my girls were little, they played ball with the boys on the 

grounds around the Galloway Mansion. 

 

[0:50:03] There were no fences.  Nobody lived there.  Roads Rhodes had 

their music department in that building.  And there was all of this 

space where there are now houses on every corner.  But there was 

all this space which was like park space.  And the children played 

everywhere and you didn't worry about them being over playing on 

the College of Music campus, that's what we called it, because we 

knew practically all of the children and we knew their mothers and 

fathers.  And if something happened to one of them, you didn't 

have to be there but they got word to you right away that 

something had happened to a child, had been hit by a ball or 

broken their leg or whatever.  So it was just a larger playing area.  

And even some parts of the park, we would let the children take 

their sleds on a snow day and go over to Brooks and slide down the 

incline over there. 

 

[0:51:04] If they were little, we went with them, but when they were 

teenagers we let them go by themselves.  So the change has been 

that everybody sort of comes home and close the door.  And you 

go in a group with an adult supervisor to go play anywhere in this 

area.  Of course they built more houses, you know, all around the 

College of Music.  That's one of the main things is that – you knew 

all the neighborhood children even two or three blocks away.  And 

you knew their parents.  There was an Evergreen Garden Club that 

most of us belonged to and there was another garden club that a lot 

of mothers belonged to.  You just knew all of the mothers in the 

neighborhood and then you knew the children.  Now it's more 

dense and I certainly now I don't know any of the children playing 

on the street. 

 

[0:52:02] There's one family with fairly young children in the block.  But 

they're mainly old people in my block so I don't see them, but I 

know that they're still there.  But I don't think they're any of these 

neighborhood groups where you saw the children playing in the 

street, which they did on our street.  Forrest was wide.  They used 

to play in the street a lot.  And you knew children from other 
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streets who were there.  But you don't see this anymore.  It's just 

not done.  You either go to supervised sports at Idle Wilewild or at 

RoadsRhodes.  There's not any I guess you call pick up ball games 

in an area where they don't put basketball hoops out on the street.  

There's on in most of the backyards.  They play under more 

supervision and you don't see that like we used to see them playing 

in the street. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: Do you have a message for young people today based upon your 

experiences?  Or something that we haven't talked about that you'd 

like to address? 

 

Miriam Northrop: [0:53:14] That would require some thinking.  I can't think of 

words to put it.  I think we're very fortunate to live where we do in 

an area that includes this wonderful college and the zoo and the 

park and all the homes in this area.  I just think we're very 

fortunate to be where we are and I hope we can maintain it always 

as a place to rear families and enjoy life. 

 

[0:54:00] I think we have all the amenities that you might dream up if you 

went to dream up the things you needed in an area.  There's a 

couple of restaurants up on Mclean that I haven't been to but that I 

hear are very nice places.  I don't think we have a drug store 

anymore and we don't have a service station anymore, but it's just a 

nice place to live.  I hope that people can continue to appreciate it 

and that we can do whatever we can to make it as agreeable for the 

future as it has been for us.  I'm not sure exactly what that is except 

be involved and be aware of what's going on in your area.  We 

used to do that, of course, so much by the children coming home 

and telling us, "So-and-so said that Mama said that so-and-so is 

happening in do-do-do." 

 

[0:55:00] There was a grapevine.  You learned about things.  And now I'm 

not in a position to know that that goes on but I don't think that it 

does very much.  Most children's play now is more from the people 

that I know is supervised by an institution. 

 

Arijit Paul: On behalf of Crossroads to Freedom, thank you so much for taking 

the time to interview with us.  It has truly been our pleasure. 

 

Miriam Northrop: Well, it was my pleasure to be here.  I've lived in that house in this 

area since 1966, so what is that, 43 years and it's been a wonderful 

life and I hope I can stay there and they take me out feet first one 

of these days.  Thank you very much for allowing me to be here. 

 

Mackenzie Zalin: Thank you. 
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[End of Audio] 


