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Selma Lewis -Tell what the fund for needy school children is. 

Man - Alright, you can tell me in two minutes what the (inaudible)…I mean what is it? 

Selma Lewis - What is it? Five and a half years ago, Myra Dreifus went to a meeting of 
social workers in Memphis, and heard at that meeting that there were children in our 
public schools that didn't have lunch. 

Man - Do you remember what organization it was, Myra? 

Myra Dreifus - It was a social workers, a, a meeting of the area social workers.  

Selma Lewis - And, so you went home, didn't you Myra? And, uh, phone someone who 
had been there to verify this, this, that she had really heard this. Because like most of us, I 
think, the impression had been that the, federal free lunch program took care of all 
children who needed a free lunch. But, um, upon investigation in going to schools, she 
found that there were some children who came with quarters for lunch, some came with 
tokens to give them a free lunch, and some came with nothing but their heads on their 
hand-some came with brown bags with lunch. Some came though with nothing but their 
heads on their hands and had nothing to eat during the whole lunch period.  

Man - Now when you say ''free lunch'', there was no free lunch program?  

Myra Dreifus - Yes there was a free lunch program which was being taken care of by the 
tokens. But it was limited, Always limited. It still is limited. 

Man - Who sponsored it? 

Myra Dreifus - It is done through the board of education. There's a national free lunch 
program that is done through the board of education in many places. But it doesn't begin 
to meet the needs, even today it doesn't begin to meet the needs. 

Man - You mean the program itself doesn't meet the needs? Or the administration of the 
program here doesn't take full advantage? 

Myra Dreifus - I think up until this point the program could not meet the needs. I think 
that the United States at this point, 1969, is beginning to recognize this, just because, 
partly because it's being recognized all over the United States. And I think now there are 
opportunities, there are chan-there it is possible I think for most of our children to get fed 
through this, or we have to find another way, a further way, to supplement it.  

Man - In other words, there was a government program? 

Myra Dreifus - Yes. There has been once since 1946 in the public schools.  

Man - Federal government? 

Myra Dreifus - Federal government, which meant commodities and a certain amount of 
money returned to the schools for each, so called 'type a' plate lunch which also has milk 



in it, which for the milk that the government, the department of agriculture would refund 
the money to the state who would then refund it to the- 

Man - And the rest of the food they wouldn't? 

Myra Dreifus - The food, came through commodities. When we first went into this 
program of the twenty, considering lunch was twenty-five cents, there was about thirteen 
and twelve and a half cents worth of commodities and milk money that came to the board 
of education for each type a lunch that was served to each child, that means the child who 
pays and the child who doesn't pay, but each lunch that was served either in food or in 
money, the board of education got that kind of reimbursement.  

Man - I see. So for every one child who ate without this help there was twenty-five cents 
for a child who needed twenty-five cents to get a lunch.  

Myra Dreifus - Well that's part of the idea of the thing, that by paying this much toward 
different school systems that this would make the difference, that this would make it 
possible to feed children who don't have the money. 

Man - Well why weren't they fed though this? 

Myra Dreifus - Some of them were. Selma mentioned that they had tokens. These tokens 
were given to children who were on the free lunch program and didn’t have quarters, 
didn’t have any money. There was no partial payment in those days. You either paid a 
quarter or you didn’t have lunch or you received a token. 

Selma Lewis – The program was set up initially for two things, I think. One was to 
supplement the diet of every child so that every child got better nutrition. The second 
thing was to feed children who could not afford lunch. 

Man – It’s a double program. 

Selma Lewis – A double program, right. And this is why every child’s lunch is 
supplemented by funds from the federal government.  

Man – Was that this popular known as the free milk- 

Selma Lewis – That’s part of it, but we have never really utilized the free milk program 
in Memphis. 

Man – So in essence, what your program is, is a privately sponsored program to- 

Selma Lewis – No, our program is really not the sponsor-it is only to use the pressures 
and influence and knowledge and that kind of-as far as the lunch program, if you realize 
that Mr. Freeman at the board of education has stated it would-last year he said this-it 
would cost about five-hundred thousand dollars more money than the cafeteria fund has. 
Every year, in order for every child to be fed who needs feeding in Memphis. So you can 
see that our little organization-all we have done really is not to supply the lunches but to 
work out ways they can be-and to prod and visit various people who have authority, 
etcetera etcetera.  



Man – So in defining your organization, that would be among the first things, that it is 
not an organization that supplies money or commodity. 

Selma Lewis – We don’t supply food. 

Man – But it tries to implement the going programs at the fullest extent. 

Selma Lewis – This is true in regard to food. In some other fields we’ve gone into giving 
direct aid. 

Man – I see. 

Selma Lewis – But not in food because it is too giant a thing for us to undertake. This, a 
program of this size with this amount of money involved is something that has to be done 
by someone bigger than a small group of women. 

Man – I see. So when you say your program is for needy children, the needy covers 
several areas. Food, and what are the others? 

Selma Lewis – We started out being called ‘Food for Fitness,’ because this was our 
primary concern, but it was not very long before we realized that a child without food is 
also often without many of the other basic necessities of life. Clothes are a primary thing. 
They can’t go to school without shoes, without out clothing. Medical needs, needs for 
shelter, needs for parent education, there are all sorts of needs the children have and as 
we went into the homes to try and investigate the need for free lunch, we very often 
found these other needs too. So we have worked in many areas. 

Man – And also equipment needed for school, like pencils and paper? Did you learn that 
at all? 

Selma Lewis – We found this, in fact, one of the big areas is the need for workbooks. 
This is a big expense to children who live in poverty.  

Man – You covered then all the things that you can thing of? 

Selma Lewis – Oh yes, absolutely, and another thing that we’ve gone into this year, that’s 
beginning to be rather a big thing is tutoring.  

Man – Ah yes. 

Selma Lewis – And helping children who are having trouble with reading and other of 
the skills that they need in school.  

Man – Well what other skills? 

Selma Lewis – Well, some- 

Man – Math? 



Selma Lewis – -people have tutored in math. Some people are coming in and giving 
children an enriching experience like music, which is not offered in our public schools 
until junior high school.  

Myra Dreifus – Knitting. Sewing. Folksy dancing. Charm classes. These are all 
volunteers doing this kind of thing. 

Man – So your concern not only to bring up these needy children to a subsistence level 
but to put them in communication or in competition or together with other children for 
cultural advantages and- 

Selma Lewis – So that they can take their place in the world. 

Man - -intellectual privileges. Right. It’s not a minimum attempt, not an attempt to make 
them minimum people but to make them excellent people. 

Selma Lewis – Very well said. We hope that’s what we’re trying to do.  

Man – Well are you? 

Myra Dreifus – Well yes. Right. 

Man – You swear to tell the truth?  

Myra Dreifus – So help me. 

Selma Lewis – In one case that I can think of, and actually individual things are the 
things that make you realize something the best perhaps, Myra found a child who, she’s 
thought it as having some interesting art. And on investigation found that this child was 
indeed talented and got her a scholarship to the Saturday Arts School.  

Myra Dreifus – All year round. 

Selma Lewis – And all year round.  

Myra Dreifus – Yeah, she goes Saturday and in the summer too. 

Selma Lewis – And this may change this.  

Man – Well now that I’ve just started talking in the few minutes, would you dare just for 
your own really, not for anyone else’s benefit, but kind of define what you do? I mean, 
are you think you have?  

Selma Lewis – Well I was asked this morning for some folder publication at the health 
and welfare planning council what we did, and I think very simply what we do is try to 
help in any way possible the needy children, needy school children, and of course it also 
goes to the needy children in the homes. I think that is-and this is just as wide as it 
possibly can be and different people in our large group of volunteers do it a different-
separate ways-different ways-individual ways. 



Man – Yeah. I think that’s an important distinction. I think we have defined or 
enumerated the various aspects where needy children require help. But by the very nature 
of what you say school children, we would seem to think it’s limited to their experience 
with school. But you have not just said it isn’t. It goes beyond school to the home, to the 
playground, to- 

Selma Lewis – To the parents. And we have-there is a program for preschool children 
that- 

Man – For? 

Selma Lewis – For preschool.  

Man – Preschool. Yes. 

Selma Lewis – That’s sort of a year round head starts. 

Man – So really, it is a program for children? 

Selma Lewis – That is right, for needy children basically.  

Man – Yes. 

Selma Lewis – Needy school children. And- 

Man – Well in this, in this country though, isn’t that redundant? Needy children must go-
they must go to school. 

Selma Lewis – That’s right. That’s right. 

Myra Dreifus – And it isn’t just the school children either, because we do help with the 
little brothers and sisters and get into other special areas sometimes with, you know, 
whether it’s employment so on and so forth. You can’t help but be involved with the 
whole of the problems in Memphis once you get into this. Because you get calls that lead 
you any place, from getting furniture to a house to getting a mother to a hospital, to 
getting a mother to a birth control center. You know, it is-it just goes on and on and on. It 
can’t help but do that. Because the problems are so many in so many families, we do 
have-you did mention sewing and nutrition. 

Selma Lewis – I mentioned parent education but we really didn’t get into that very much.  

Man – And you justify the parents because they certainly reflect on the children? 

Selma Lewis – This started when one of the principals at one of the schools where we 
have worked from the beginning was concerned about the fact that if we got clothes for 
children they wouldn’t last very long because parents didn’t know how to take care of 
them.  

Man – Oh. 



Selma Lewis – There was no way for a child to keep a coat if his mother couldn’t sew on 
a button or mend a tear. And he said that the need to know basic housekeeping skills was 
just enormous. And he felt you can’t help children in a vacuum. They are part of the 
family. 

Man – Who said this? 

Selma Lewis – This is Frank Lewis who is principal now of AB Hill School. And a very 
remarkable man who has made his school, wherever he is, into a community center.  

Man – And where is this school? 

Selma Lewis – Well it was at grad school originally where we knew him. And when he 
first came into our program, or we came into his program really, because what we’ve 
done has to become almost like part of the staff of a school, where our volunteers are, 
they become part of that school staff in a special kind of way. And when we were 
working at his school, we were getting some clothes for the children and he said what I 
really think we need to do is teach the parents, give the parents some help with basic 
skills. And, so we, under a sort of a subterfuge, we got the parents there to pick up clothes 
for their children. Family service had told us it would be far better to strengthen the 
family by giving the clothes to the mother to give to the child, rather than giving them to 
the child. 

Man – So what was the subterfuge? 

Selma Lewis – Well we got them, we told the mothers that if they came on Friday at four, 
there would be clothes for their children for them to pick up, and when they got there, 
they sat down and we began to talk a little bit. And this was how our first parent 
education group was born.  

Man – But you did give them clothes? 

Selma Lewis – Oh of course. What I mean is, we didn’t say ‘would you come to a class?’ 
Because they’re very-there is racist issue- 

Man – We don’t want posterity to accuse you of anything. 

Selma Lewis – No we certainly don’t. But there is great confusion about how this would 
have been, I think. And as it turned out, it was, we-the volunteers at that school were-I 
was there, and Mary Deel(?) was there, and her mother Mrs. Pond(?) who was in her 
seventies at that time, and one of the most amazing, wonderful women I ever knew. And 
she made sort of a-well it wasn’t really a speech, she just said to the women, she said we 
are all women here together and we all can learn from each other some of the things 
about that we’ve learned in our lives. And she said I think it would be nice if we had a 
club. And it caught on. And they named themselves the Lend-a-Hand Club. And we 
talked about some of our organization plans and said how often we would like to meet, 
and I thought they’d say once a month, and they said every week. And so this went on 
every week.  



Man – Now who is Mrs. Peel? 

Selma Lewis – Mrs. Pond. She was part of our committee. She has since died. But she 
started this whole thing by this wonderful spirit that she had. She was able to get the 
women to see that this would be something pleasant to do. 

Man – It would be kind of interesting to identify people (inaudible). 

Selma Lewis – Yes. Mary Deel is-Mrs. Pond was the widow of a professor at 
Southwestern, and her daughter is Mary Deel who is on our central committee, Mrs. 
Charles Deel, and her husband is at Southwestern too. And this Lend-a-Hand Club met 
first to talk about-first we talked about nutrition and we had Mrs. Pond’s daughter, 
Harriet McLean, who is the wife of a dentist here, was our-she taught us. And we came 
every week and talked. She gave us some basic things about nutrition, taught us how to 
make whole milk from powdered milk, how to make a very good soy been casserole 
that’s a substitute for meat, and some things that really could help people who live on 
very limited incomes. We had someone from the food stamp office come and talk about 
buying food stamps. And at the end of the nutrition sessions, we started some sewing 
classes. The board of education furnished a sewing teacher and some machines and were 
able to get some materials given to us. 

Man – That was the first of this kind? How many attended and where was this? 

Selma Lewis – There were-it was a grad school, we had it on Friday afternoons at four 
o’clock, after school, and the principal always was there, the head of the PTA was there, 
one of the teachers was there. Mary and Mrs. Pond and I would come. And there were 
sometimes thirty women there. The attendance did not always stay this good. And- 

Man – What kind of neighborhood is that? Is it black? White? 

Selma Lewis – It’s Third and Chelsea, completely black, isn’t it Myra? 

Myra Dreifus – Except for the business people. 

Selma Lewis – Yes, the school is- 

Man – Are the women working? 

Selma Lewis – Yes. We made many mistakes during that first year. One of the mistakes 
was to have the meetings in the afternoon when they should’ve been at night. Another 
mistake was in giving women sewing machines and patterns when they couldn’t read. 
You know, we intimidated them. We made such stupid mistakes, and at the end of that 
year as we looked back, we thought how dumb we had been really. And at times, we 
were a little discouraged about ourselves, you know, this thing of making contact with 
people who have lived in such a different level is not a simple thing at all, we found. 

Man – What year was that in? 

Myra Dreifus – 1964 or 5. 



Selma Lewis – No, longer ago than that, Myra. It was the second year that we (inaudible). 

Myra Dreifus – Well that was about ’64 because this is ’69. 

Selma Lewis – (inaudible) ’69 aren’t we? Well, but at the end of that year, on the last 
meeting of the year, one of the women who had been very regular and plucked at my 
sleeve and she said to me ‘when you first came I thought you’d come a week or two, or 
maybe a month’ she said, ‘but you came every time.’ And that gave us- 

Man – Did that make up for your mistakes? 

Selma Lewis – Absolutely. We built-that was about the nicest thing anybody every said 
to me. We were able then to feel that some good had been done. And the next year, 
believe me it was a lot better, we helped with making the plans but it was turned over to 
an association of block women, the women of the PTA, the women who were the home 
room mothers, you know, brought their own blocks in, their own-they created their own 
group and we didn’t come. 

Man – Just in that school? 

Selma Lewis – But then, it began to spread to other schools.  

Man – Yeah, do you remember how many blocks were-do you have any statistics on this? 

Selma Lewis – Probably so, though I really don’t know. There were about thirty women 
though who came and did this as a regular thing.  

Man – And then they were subdivided into blocks? 

Selma Lewis – No. What the block-what the block people did was to recruit people for 
the club, you see. They would go and they would say ‘I’m going to go up to the Lend-a-
Hand Club meeting tonight, won’t you come?’ And this was how we got our attendance. 
And sometimes and effort was made to get the most needy women to come. Because this 
is very hard. 

Man – Who did you work with to get that information? 

Selma Lewis – We worked with the guidance counselor, the elementary guidance 
counselor at that school, and the principal at that school, Frank Willis(?) was very deeply 
involved in his community and knew everybody in it very well.  

Man – Now is he a white man? 

Selma Lewis – No. He’s a negro.  

Man – I think it’s important that we identify these people, at least to know. 

Selma Lewis – And- 

Myra Dreifus – Well than you had a fashion show.  



Selma Lewis – Yes, oh- 

Man – This is all now the first year? 

Myra Dreifus – This is the first year. Well did you have the fashion show the second 
year? 

Selma Lewis – No, the second year was the fashion show. 

Man – Second year. Now in the second year, how many came? 

Selma Lewis – Oh, well it was better attended in the second year. I would say they started 
out with thirty and kept thirty or thirty-five.  

Man – And you worked at night? 

Selma Lewis – They worked at night. They worked with the guidance counselor and the 
principal and we bowed out. We helped with the planning and we helped with the 
materials. We were liaison with the board of education and we did some things in this 
way. But it wasn’t necessary for us to be there. It was better for us not to be there.  

Man – You know, Selma, usually in stuff like this, and I’m sure you’ve dealt with social 
workers, they want case histories, and they want statistics. 

Selma Lewis – Yeah.  

Man – But, can you, just from your own evidence, do you recall a situation, other than 
the woman who told you that you came everyday and of course- 

Selma Lewis – You mean some of the things that happened with the women? 

Man – What happened as a result of this? 

Selma Lewis – Well, I can tell you some of the things that I know happened in the other 
schools. Jo Walt(?) that talks about what happened in some of the cases with the women 
at Wisconsin (inaudible). 

Man – That’s Mrs. Walt on Cherry? 

Selma Lewis – Mrs. John Walt is part of our steering committee. She’s been involved in 
this I guess from the beginning? 

Myra Dreifus – Yes, right from the very beginning. She was one of the original ten or 
twelve first volunteers. We started with ten or twelve and we have about one hundred and 
twenty-five to a hundred and thirty-five right now. 

Man – You started ten and twelve in ’46? 1946?  

Myra Dreifus – No, no, no. In 1964. In ’46 was when the free-the national food-the 
national federal-the federal free lunch program, or federal lunch program came to the 



schools. That was introduced in the schools in ’46. This had nothing to do with us in ’46. 
We came into existence in ’63, ’64.  

Man – I see. So just to clarify for me, that between ’46 and ’63, that’s when the school 
plan did not work to your satisfaction? 

Selma Lewis – It doesn’t work to my satisfaction today (inaudible). 

Man – But after eight years of it working, then, this is when-so we’re not talking about 
your organization that was founded precisely- 

Myra Dreifus – ’63. The fall of ’63 was when I was attended that first meeting and then 
we began to deal with the board of education, to say- 

Man – You don’t remember the exact date do you?  

Myra Dreifus – It was in October. That’s as near as I can come to it. And we were 
discussing this with the board of education with other people, help them off our planning 
council, etcetera. What we really didn’t get into action until the next year, I mean until 
the next spring, we just kept pressing on them. When are you going to give us this report, 
you know, and what is the situation and what is the hang up, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera. 
Until- 

Man – Who are ‘we’? 

Myra Dreifus – Well, let’s see. Who is we?  

Selma Lewis – You. Just you. 

Myra Dreifus – Well I was one. I would always be talk-I talked a great deal to Francis 
Coe(?) who is a friend of mine and who knows. I talked a lot to Elizabeth Jones who was 
at the health and welfare planning council. She isn’t there now, but she was a social 
worker. She is a social worker and she was there at that point. And she was our advisor 
for two years, or three years, our you know, a social worker, who came to our meetings 
and advised us and with whom we communicated a great deal.  

Man – Now you founded the organization didn’t you?  

Myra Dreifus – Well I suppose in that kind of a way, yes. 

Man – Did you call somebody on the phone? I mean, how did you do this? 

Myra Dreifus – Well the first that I did was to check with the-another social worker 
whom I recognized having been at the meeting. The meeting was Francis-the little 
intimate meeting that I was at was run by Francis Coe because she was a member of the 
board of education, so she was taking the problems that dealt with the board of education 
with the social worker at this meeting. You see? And she asked me to come in as a 
resource person and I said well I don’t know about being a resource person, but I’d be 
very interested in listening. I didn’t say a word. I just listened in horror and couldn’t even 
believe it. No, it took about a weekend to digest the fact that there were hundreds or 



thousands of children, everyday with all of us sitting around not recognizing that this was 
what was so horrible. And- 

Man – Did the people at the meeting recognize it? 

Myra Dreifus – Well they were-they were belaboring this point. You see, they were 
saying how can this go on, and what can we do about it, and how can we get over the 
problem. I think it was brought about because they were concerned people as social 
workers from the public health. I think that’s really-those were the women who brought 
this to our attention. 

Man – So after you digested on the weekend, what did you do first? 

Myra Dreifus – Well, I called Dr. Price who had given a speec on Invisible Man, is that 
the name of the book? 

Man – (inaudible) 

Myra Dreifus – Right. And I asked him if he believed this was really true. And he said 
yes I do. And said well how do we prove it? So he put me in touch with a negro principal 
who was retired because at that time, five and half or six years ago, it was not easy for a 
negro principal to stand out and speak out about what he felt or what he knew. And 
because he was retired he wasn’t in any danger, therefore it was safe for him to tell me 
the truth as he saw it. And I talked to this man whose name I don’t remember, I don’t 
remember who this man was, but I called him up and he said ‘oh yes, it is indeed true.’ 
Then we talked to the health and welfare planning, I talked to Elmore Gunther who was 
at that time director and a very good friend of mine, and then the health and welfare 
began to look into it through their committee. They began to have meetings with the 
board of education which I had not to be involved at that time, they used board members. 
And I think the thing that swung the interest, according to Elizabeth Jones, to really move 
in this whole area was that, what is that man’s name? 

Selma Lewis – Jimmy Martin. 

Myra Dreifus Jimmy Martin, who was a friend of John Freeman, was one of the people 
who went to see John Freeman. 

Man – John Freeman is? 

Myra Dreifus – Is the deputy superintendent in charge of finances at the board of 
education. 

Man – He was then? 

Myra Dreifus – He was then and is now. And Mr. Martin said to John, when they were 
discussing this, I was a prisoner of war and I know what it is to be hungry. I can’t stand to 
think of children feeling that way. And it was more or less that push apparently that 
finally pushed the board of education over. At first they wanted to give us one school to 
try to work in, but finally were persuaded to give us four schools. So for the first year we 
worked just in four schools with about ten or twelve volunteers. 



Man – And the board of education allowed you to do what? Form an organization? 

Myra Dreifus – They allowed us to be a committee that would be on call to the principals, 
is that right? To the principals? Who would need a family investigated, you see, in order 
to get a free lunch, a family has to make out an application, which in those days was a 
pretty bad kind of application and still is a pretty bad one. But in those days they even 
asked ‘does the mother smoke’ and ‘does the father drink?’ As if this is relevant to 
whether the child who is hungry should be fed or should not be fed. 

Man – It usually is relevant but that’s why it’s relevant. 

Myra Dreifus – And, so, then these applications are processed in this way, were 
processed in this way. The application was made out and had to be signed by a parent. 
Then if the parent, the principal had to approve or disapprove of it. If it passed the 
principal it was then sent to the central office of the board of education. What did they 
call that? A school feeding program? And there, it could be accepted or rejected. And if it 
were rejected even after the principal had accepted it, it would come back with a nice big 
red mark ‘no,’ for whatever reasons. You know, mother smokes or the father could get a 
job or they’re paying too much on their furniture or one of any kind of reasons. And in 
this way, you see, then that ended it, then the child just didn’t have lunch. And that was- 

Man – This way it could be controlled at the central (inaudible). 

Myra Dreifus – Right. Exactly. And this had a great deal to do with always, that every 
year but two, and those two years are years we were in the program, the board of 
education has increased its capital fund. You know it has a basic capital fund, by law by 
the arrangements with the federal lunch program, a school system is allowed to have two 
months expenses on hand at any time. But when you read th figures it runs into eight 
hundred, seven hundred thousand dollars, eight hundred thousand dollars, that is in the 
bank at the end of every year. And it’s steadily increased. And this always was very 
important to the people running this program that instead of decreasing this capital 
amount, that it increased. And this, we felt, was at the expense of children eating. 

Man – Why did they do that? Did  that enable them to get more money as a result of that? 

Myra Dreifus – No, why did they? 

Selma Lewis – (inaudible) This cafeteria program prided itself in always operating in the 
blind. Most school systems the size of Memphis operate in the red. This is true. Most 
school systems of our size operate in the red. And our particular school system is over 
fifty percent black now. And most of the poverty in the city is black. Therefore, we have 
a poor, we have a lot of poverty in our public school system. So there is, there is very 
little reason to assume that it could possibly feed the children and also operate in the 
black. 

Myra Dreifus – And no other monies were ever put into this, you see. No tax money was 
put into the cafeteria fund. It is a fund unto itself. All the bookkeeping, all of it, is kept 
completely separate from the big budget.  



Man – Now just so I am real clear about it, where is the money coming? All the money in 
(inaudible). 

Myra Dreifus – Well I don’t know where the money came from in the beginning because 
I wasn’t in the situation in ’46. 

Man – That’s too bad. 

Myra Dreifus – Yeah. Thank you. I don’t know, maybe not. But anyway, there was a 
capital fund, and then beyond that the money comes from the children who pay for their 
lunches, from the commodities, and from the kick back- 

Man – The commodities which are given to the school- 

Myra Dreifus – Given to them from by the department of agriculture. Given to the state, 
surplus commodities, and then they filter into places all- 

Man – And these commodities consist of the staples and meat? 

Myra Dreifus – They consist of different things, different times and nobody knows 
exactly what.  

Man – (inaudible). Right. There’s no- 

Myra Dreifus – They’re not defined. You see, they’re just a surplus. For instance, there’s 
been a lot of orange juice floating around Memphis, not so easy to procure, but it’s here. 
Just supposed to be case after case after case, somebody, somehow, you know, just got a 
hold of a whole lot and they have sent it to the schools. But- 

Man – All of this is (inaudible) to the present argument about the, that the department of 
agriculture should not. 

Selma Lewis – Exactly. 

Myra Dreifus – Exactly. That’s right. Of course the department of agriculture, this is 
(inaudible) but I mean it’s, are doing some other things. Right now, even in Memphis. 
But this has nothing to do what the program- 

Man – So, now the money came from somewhere. Obviously the federal government, we 
have to assume. 

Myra Dreifus – Part of it came-well they-the federal government only gave the kickback 
on the milk. That’s all the money they have ever put into it. I imagine originally this 
started with little cafeterias in the schools, and the children paid for it, and ’46 was- 

Man – In other words it was a capital fund that they used to support a program.  

Myra Dreifus – That is right. Yeah. I imagine. 

Man – In the hope that it would come back as a result of making a profit.  



Myra Dreifus – Yeah. That’s right. And it has always proven this way.  

Man – So that-and it’s been the contention from the very beginning of those who 
administered that it should show a profit. 

Myra Dreifus – Yeah, and never a loss. And you see, they call it a loss even when they 
take off say twenty-three thousand dollars, which means that they had twenty-three 
thousand dollars less than they had the year before, was still six hundred and sixty-nine 
thousand dollars in the bank. You see? This is what’s difficult. 

Man – So it’s really a bookkeeping problem almost as much as anything else. 

Myra Dreifus – To some extent, I guess.  

Selma Lewis – It’s a problem of the attitude of the people in charge. 

Man – Now the money, I think I understand money came from plus augmented by the 
department of agriculture gift of commodities and kickback for the milk. 

Myra Dreifus – For milk. Which varies.  

Selma Lewis – It amounts to at least eight cents a plate.  

Myra Dreifus – Oh yes. At this time, you see, it was twelve and a half cents. It varies 
from year to year. 

Man – Now, then, setting, now, the free lunch program was to be financed how? From 
the funds of the cafeteria? 

Myra Dreifus – Yes, the number of- 

Man – And whose direction is that? Is that what the federal government demanded or?  

Myra Dreifus – Well, they have acts for this. And they’re-what the federal government 
says is this is an aim for all children who need lunch to have lunch. But it doesn’t say that 
if we-if you get such and such you must do such and such. I haven’t been explicit about 
it. In fact once I asked Mr. Freeman, who-how many children are you supposed to put on 
the free lunch into this? And he said that’s your own discretion. And therein lies the tale. 

Man – I see. So the money, the milk money is to go for feeding undernourished or 
children who can’t afford it?  

Myra Dreifus – Well, not exactly. Because, you see, the theory of the federal government 
is that every child should have a balanced plate lunch and this lunch at noon is supposed 
to be half the requirements of a child, you know, of his daily needs and carbohydrates, 
proteins, etcetera.  

Man – And because kids come not needing some of the things they get, the money left 
over is to go to feed kids? 

Myra Dreifus – Yeah. Or to build up the cafeteria fund.  



Man – Or to build the cafeteria fund.  

Myra Dreifus – And you see, it’s operated solely within one head. In many systems, 
different schools have their own cafeteria fund. But in our system in Memphis, it is a big 
general fund, for all the schools- 

Man – Now, must a school system accept this?  

Myra Dreifus – No, they don’t have to. And there’s only one or two who do not. Not very 
many.  

Man – Does White Station accept this? 

Myra Dreifus – Yes. I’m sure it is. 

Selma Lewis – You mean they’re only, they’re like Idlewild(?)?  

Myra Dreifus – Idlewild, that’s the school that I was trying to think of. This principal 
who’s been there a long time just didn’t want it. And so she just, I guess, gets her PTA to 
take care of needs beyond the food that she gets. 

Selma Lewis – She’s the maverick.  

Man – Yeah. 

Myra Dreifus – But generally, it is in every school. 

Selma Lewis – It covers every school.  

Man – Now, okay, now so that in ’63 and ’64 you discovered this was not really being 
pushed with the spirit and the letter both were kind of not carried through. And so you 
organized these fourteen or so women? Can you name them?  

Myra Dreifus – That’s right.  

Selma Lewis – Ten or twelve I think it was, Myra. 

Myra Dreifus – Can you name them? 

Man – Were you in it originally with Selma? And then Mrs. Walt?  

Myra Dreifus – And Mrs. Robert Saunders, Harriet Stern, Harriet Walker. 

Selma Lewis – Harriet Stern is Mrs. Tom Stern. Harriet Walker is Mrs. Macy O. Walker. 
Was Ophelia in it at the beginning? 

Myra Dreifus – No. I don’t think so. Maybe. I don’t know. It’s hard for me to remember 
which is the way it is. Gracey Katz(?) came in quite early, Mrs. Arthur Katz Jr., I don’t 
know. 

Man – Now, what kind of structure did the organization have? I mean, did you have 
officers?  



Myra Dreifus – We had a very loose organization. I was the chairman and everybody 
worked and did the best they could and we had the advice of Elizabeth Jones. 

Man – (inaudible) Myra Dreifus was?  

Myra Dreifus – It’s not that way now, but it was that way. 

Selma Lewis – The way it operated was that the health and welfare planning council 
would receive calls from principals.  

Man – Yeah. 

Selma Lewis – And then they would dispatch us. 

Myra Dreifus – That’s right. 

Selma Lewis – They would dispatch us on a call. They would say, I have a call here from 
Georgia Avenue School, there’s a family that needs lunch and the parents can’t come to 
the school. Would you go and see the family?  

Myra Dreifus – And take the application- 

Man – Just on individual cases? 

Selma Lewis – Sometimes. 

Myra Dreifus – Sometimes. 

Selma Lewis – Sometimes, generally it was done this way. And it’s not done this way 
very often now. And in a way, I’m sorry, because though you don’t see as many children 
or process as  many applications this way, there is something about your-the first impact 
of the homes these children live in, on the volunteers who go into them- 

Man – Alright, can you describe of this- 

Selma Lewis – That is an unforgettable thing. 

Man – Yeah. Can you describe it? Either your first another- 

Selma Lewis – Yes, I can describe a couple of times. One time, when I went in to see a 
mother, I got there about three-thirty in the afternoon and the mother worked in a factory 
and was not home yet. And the children who were home were staying with a woman, 
who was so incapable of taking care of anybody much less little children. And the home, 
the condition of the home was so terrible that you wondered that children could even live 
there much less go to school. 

Man – She was old or what?  

Selma Lewis – She was old and yes, feeble, incapable of taking care. And there were 
several under school age children who were there. The sanitary conditions were so 



shockingly bad. There was no room for anyone-there was one big room with beds and I 
think a small kitchen off of this. 

Man – How many beds? 

Selma Lewis – But, you know I’m not even sure how many beds. But they were a family 
of about six or seven children, no father, and the mother was working to keep these kids 
alive and to keep body and soul together. This was a white family. And you know, when I 
left there, I thought how can a child learn something in school when he doesn’t have 
anything to take with him from a situation like this. It was a very, you know you left 
feeling the terrible thing of how uneven it is for children when they start out in life. One 
house, one place we went to make a call, I had a friend of mine was with me and we went 
together, and she said to me, don’t go down that dark alley, don’t go down there, that’s a 
dangerous place to go. And I said, the children live down there. They have to go down 
there everyday. It was a house that had been converted into apartments, and what had 
been, I assume, a hall was then-became the hall of these apartments. And you couldn’t 
see, you couldn’t see from the door to the end of this thing. And you had to go down to 
the end to find which apartment it was that these children lived in. Derelict men standing 
around this place, this is what my friend was afraid of I think, you know. But these 
children, this is where they live. And they had to go there everyday. 

Man – And you went there?  

Selma Lewis – Yeah. But there’s something about the impact of the kind, the real kind of 
poverty that our kids live in, every kind of poverty. Not, you know, poverty of spirit 
comes from this kind of deprivation. It’s a pretty depressing thing to go into.  

Man – These children also live with adults who also live there, don’t they?  

Selma Lewis – Yes. Yeah. You leave feeling that kids are beaten before they even start, 
really. And you just, but you feel you have to do something. You can’t just accept the fact 
that a child is beaten before he even starts to school. So. 

Man – Do you think that the board of education, and you’ll just allow me a little 
propaganda- 

Selma Lewis – Yeah, help yourself.  

Man – Is cognoscente of the fact that these kids come from a different background, 
therefore their learning process should start from a different point?  

Selma Lewis – I do not think this has been taken into consideration very much, do you?  

Myra Dreifus – They all have the same text books. They all have the same general test 
that they have to pass. They all-they don’t have teachers who understand where they 
came from necessarily. 

Man – Yeah. The best argument that I heard in that are these intelligent tests. Scarsdale in 
New York, and the man said-and it’s quite true, when he gave them the test, made up 
from kids in Iowa who live on a farm. And you know what, kids in Scarsdale flunked.  



Myra Dreifus – Right, exactly. How clever of him. 

Selma Lewis – That’s very good.  

Man – And they have close to one hundred percent college entrances.  

Myra Dreifus – Of course, sure. 

Selma Lewis – Of course. The situation of children who never have medical attention, 
who have never seen a doctor, who might not be able to see out of one eye. We’ve taken 
kids to clinics wit this kind of situation, who if they had been in any kind of middle class 
environment would have had operations to take care of these- 

Man – Well now whose responsibility do you think this is?  

Selma Lewis – That’s a terrible question, David. I can’t answer that. Well is it a political 
responsibility? Is it a social responsibility? Is it a religious responsibility? I mean- 

Selma Lewis – Children don’t ask to be born. And it’s not their fault that they’re born 
into situations like this. And I don’t know whose responsibility it is but I think it’s our 
responsibility to see that something is done to help kids.  

Man – Alright, I think we’re at the end here.  

Selma Lewis – What do you think, Myra?  

Man – (inaudible) we can go on a little longer.  

Selma Lewis – I’d like you to answer that question, yeah. Whose responsibility? Are we 
the children’s keepers? Of course we are.  

Man – Well, no, this was not an idle question. 

Selma Lewis – No, I know it wasn’t. 

Man – But I think that part of the answer of what to do about it comes with- 

Selma Lewis – What we’re doing, right. 

Man – I mean why are you doing it?  

Selma Lewis – Right. Right. 

Man – And, who should be doing it in some way? 

Selma Lewis – Well certainly it’s ideal for parents to be able to do this for their own 
children. From every point of view, this is the ideal thing. But where you have inadequate 
parents who have been inadequate parents themselves- 

Man – Yeah, but I think you’re putting it in another way and I’m sure you don’t mean to 
do this. You’re blaming the parents. 



Selma Lewis – That’s not what I mean at all. What I mean is- 

Man – Because I think that’ll lump together the kids and the parents.  

Selma Lewis – They’re all inadequate, that’s right. These are children born to people who 
never had a chance themselves. 

Myra Dreifus – Very often. 

Selma Lewis – So that they can’t help being inadequate parents.  

Myra Dreifus – I really believe it’s a big federal problem. It’s a problem for the federal 
government because it is varied, I mean, some places need this help than other places. It 
is so momentous that I think our community could do tremendous things but I don’t think 
it could solve all of these things. I don’t think we know enough- 

Man – Well, another point you see, there are some people who believe that the 
responsibility for individual fate is the individual. And that of course means the 
individual and the family.  

Myra Dreifus – Yes. 

Man – Therefore, they don’t see any reason at all why anybody should help them.  

Myra Dreifus – Yes. 

Man – And from their own conviction, therefore you- 

Myra Dreifus – And then this goes on and on and then the same children become the 
same kind of parents who don’t know very much and don’t know how to get jobs and 
don’t know how to deal with the world that we’re in, that they are in but don’t know 
they’re in really. It’s impossible because then they go on the treadmill, they’re there 
forever. We now know that we have in many, many homes three generations of the same 
kind of thing and that it just keeps on being repeated. Grandmother had many illegitimate 
children in many cases and mother and here are all these children right now.  

Man – Yeah. And you’re putting it more politely. They said welfare people give birth to 
welfare people give birth to welfare people. And there are third and fourth generation 
welfare families. 

Myra Dreifus – That is right. And this is no solution. It just keeps people in the same 
position.  

Man – Well, now suggest arguing say from the other point of view, therefore don’t start 
welfare. You see? And what you were doing was welfare.  

Myra Dreifus – Right. And I’ll argue on the other side right now, if you don’t mind. This 
morning I found out about a ten pound baby five months old. There is something wrong, 
that baby needs food, that baby needs a proper amount of food. Do I sit in my house and 
forget about? No, I can’t. So you have to move. And that’s all there is to it. And if it’s 
just a hand to mouth in a case here and a case there, alright, then we’re helping that many 



people. And at the same time, we now have one hundred thirty-five, forty people who are 
much more aware of the conditions of the city and are doing many more things and are 
implementing many kinds of things that do help people. And we’re all trying to do it to 
the best of our ability in the way that we now know, which isn’t the ultimate.  

Man – We’ve come to a good point, and if you will stay tuned after an announcement, 
we’ll see how this small group grew to a hundred and thirty-five.  

Man – Well we can take up your story again, this is side two of the tape.  

Selma Lewis – I wanted to just say, quote something that (inaudible) said, which is that-
I’m not quoting him accurately and I’m sorry, but that we can’t help the fact that this is a 
world where children are tortured, but we can try to do something about it. And what 
we’re doing, I think we know we’re not answering the-we’re not-we have no cure-alls for 
the situations that children are in. And so do you not do something because it’s only 
palliative? We’ve had some arguments about this and we’ve had some people who say 
but you’re attacking it from the wrong point of view. You should be political and you 
should go after legislation to take care of these things. And we know that this is one way 
of attacking and we’ve been trying to do a little bit about this too. But on the other hand, 
if you, if you help a person here, you know, and help a child, if you help a child have 
enough to eat and have something to wear, maybe something that inspires them to do 
something, we can’t feel we’re doing any harm really.  

Man – Well then, what you’re saying is that obviously this is a big, social, moral society 
problem, that you are not attempting to solve but you are an interim group- 

Myra Dreifus – We have our finger in the dyke.  

Man – While the thing is hopefully at least trying to be solved, and that’s, once you set 
your goals, you know. 

Myra Dreifus – We hope- 

Man – And that it’s not for you to be political is what I’m saying, except indirectly. 

Selma Lewis – Except as we can. But, but what we hope is that the need for a committee 
like ours will become nonexistent. If we could become unnecessary, this is our real aim 
to make ourselves unnecessary. If the community itself that these children live in could 
take over, if anybody could take over- 

Man – Well I think the human condition will always make a group like this necessary. 
You know, it’s no matter how good the dentist get, there’ll always be a need for a dentist.  

Selma Lewis – Yeah. True.   

Man – But at least if you put that, from what you say, but I think we can go back now to 
kind of trace the growth. And we have now this small clan- 

Myra Dreifus – Yeah. 



Man – Excuse me. And so, you obviously at first of all got people that you knew. 

Myra Dreifus  - That’s right, of course. It was very-it’s always been-until the association-
it’s always been finding the next person that you knew or people from a group in which 
you-to whom you had spoken. 

Man – Right. Well suppose you can just sort of the recall method in a sense, the emphasis 
on how this thing grew, and we now know what you did to maintain it. 

Myra Dreifus – Well what happened was, yeah. What had really happened was that at the 
end of the first year, Mr. Freeman, the deputy superintendent, board of education, asked 
each of the four principals and incidentally two of the principals were white, two of the 
principals were black. The one principal who was white had about half black children and 
white children. The other principal who was white had all white children and the two 
principals who were black had all black children.  

Man – Now where are these four principals come in. This is going to be helpful. 

Myra Dreifus – These were the original schools to which where we worked. 

Man – How did they come about to be (inaudible)? 

Myra Dreifus – They were selected at the board of education level. We had nothing to 
do-we were allowed to go where they wanted help. 

Man – But your definition of them indicates that they did it for that very reason. 

Myra Dreifus – Yes that’s right.  

Man – (inaudible) 

Myra Dreifus – That is right. 

Selma Lewis – They were all poor schools.  

Myra Dreifus – They were all in poverty areas. At the end of the first year, this report 
came from the principals which indicated that they were very glad we had arrived on the 
scene. Therefore Mr. Freeman said, ‘how many schools would you like to take next year? 
Would you take twelve more?’ And we said, ‘well we will try to take ten more.’ 

Man – You were bargaining? 

Myra Dreifus – Yeah. Right. So we took ten more. And very soon a couple of other 
principals who had heard about it said, can’t we get in and can’t we get in? So we ended 
up that year with in total fourteen schools.  

Man – How many women now are with you? 

Selma Lewis – About thirty-five. 

Man – You had to recruit? 



Myra Dreifus – We had to recruit. That’s right. And by this time, you see, when we first 
went in people looked (inaudible) and many people in social work are, who were people 
who had worked with social agencies were very uncertain of this kind of thing that we 
were trying to do.  

Man – Now these are the people you meet? The social workers?  

Myra Dreifus – The social workers in part and people on boards of social agencies, you 
know, individuals who had been working with social agencies, really weren’t at all sure 
that this was any good way to attack- 

Man – How did the teachers-? 

Myra Dreifus – Well there were many teachers who were saying, ‘I wish somebody 
would do something.’ I mean it depends. You can’t say all teachers anything. But many 
teachers throughout the years have said why isn’t it in the school I’m in. Our children 
have these needs. Principals have asked for our program. It has been this kind of thing. 
But anyway, at the end of the first year, we then resolved to get into twelve or fourteen 
schools, which we did and we recruited people just as we could find them. You know, we 
would get, just as we could find people. That’s all, that’s the way it was. And- 

Man – Did you have any turndowns?  

Selma Lewis – We had to get-very few people-nobody turned us down- 

Myra Dreifus – Very, very few people turned it down. 

Selma Lewis – It has been a remarkable group of people who’ve been doing this. In the 
first place, they have to want, you know, they have to want to do it to give up this kind of 
time and it’s taken a lot of time. And we’ve had marvelous volunteers. We kept almost all 
of them. We’ve lost very few. 

Man – Now what about the time, how much time? 

Selma Lewis – This varies from school to school. Everybody works as part of the staff of 
their school. And under the direction of the principal, and very much depends upon the 
needs of the children, the personality of the principal, and the personality of the 
volunteer. And how these all mesh together. And at some schools we have volunteers 
who worked two or three days every week. Some schools we have volunteers-most 
people work, I would say, one day a week. 

Myra Dreifus – Yes, I would think so. 

Selma Lewis – Generally, I think this (inaudible). 

Man – And what do they do?  

Selma Lewis – Yes, this varies also from school to school depending on again the 
principal, the guidance counselor, and the teachers and what they see the needs of that 
school as being. At almost all schools, our principals help with the lunch application. Our 



volunteers help with the lunch applications. And this is down now generally on a fairly 
regular basis. At the first of school, the principals and the teachers and the guidance 
counselors spot the children who they think need lunch. They know from their past 
history of these children, or they know from watching them during the first week. And 
they write notes home to the mothers of these children asking them to come on a specific 
day and then our volunteers are there and they spend the day taking applications. And this 
is done generally for a month so that people who are not seen on that first day can be seen 
on successive weeks. And sometimes, if parent don’t come to make application, but if the 
child needs lunch, and this is known, the volunteers will go into the homes to get the 
application signed and made out by the parents. 

Man – How long does it usually take to get an application? 

Selma Lewis – It’s one long sheet. It doesn’t take but about fifteen or twenty minutes. 

Man – I meant how long does it take to process before the child- 

Selma Lewis – Oh, to process it. Not very long. And now I would say a week, maybe not 
that long.  

Myra Dreifus – What? To get the (inaudible) back? 

Selma Lewis – To get it approved. But the children now are able to be fed as soon as 
application is made. And then the approval can come. 

Myra Dreifus – But that also depends on the schools. Some principals- 

Man – I see, yes. 

Myra Dreifus – Some principals will do that and some principals will not do anything 
until the report’s back on their desk. And the children may go hungry for weeks. And so 
principals-it’s been so badly devised-I have to say the things that are unpleasant because 
this is what we’ve waded through to do it. At the beginning there wouldn’t be tokens at 
the school, therefore children couldn’t be on lunches. At the beginning even now, even 
this year, there wouldn’t be enough applications which have to be made in triplicate. So 
maybe you could write up ten children when there were a hundred or two hundred 
children who needed to be written up, you know? So now of course we have the 
technique of getting to the board of education for the application (inaudible). But these 
delaying devices was to keep the program from operating this fast at the beginning of the 
year when it was confusing and so on and so forth. So the hungry children, or the 
children who didn’t have money, simply were kept off for weeks. It really was kind of a 
device. Now I think more and more and more the children are put on when the 
application is made. But I think there’s- 

Man – Is there any attempt to do this during the summer before- 

Myra Dreifus – No. 

Man – Can’t do that until the kids are back to school? 



Myra Dreifus – Well, you would have to have personnel at school and so on and so forth. 
You see, we can’t even, an application has to be remade every year. And also, if a child-if 
a family moves from one place-one school to another-one school district to another, even 
if the child is on the free lunch program at one school, they have to start over again at the 
next school. Even though they’re on in the same year. 

Man – And get it-? 

Myra Dreifus – And go through the red tape again. 

Man – Have you ever had a case where a child comes and reports that he’s off the thing? 
Off the free lunch? 

Myra Dreifus – That he’s been put off of it? 

Man – No, that he volunteered but the parents (inaudible). 

Myra Dreifus – Oh yes. Some parents come in and just ask for temporary help when the 
father’s laid off or when somebody’s been ill for a long time or something like this. And 
we do have that. We do have that. We have people who just need it for interim periods 
and ask for it and say they have the money now. 

Man – This would be part of your volunteers investigation, or whatever you call it, what 
do you call it? 

Selma Lewis – Yes, well that’s where (inaudible). 

Man – Is it investigation?  

Myra Dreifus – We’re trying to get this whole application simplified. Really all it needs 
is that people say they need it. This is really enough of a need without any other kind of 
qualifications about it. I don’t think that we would be flooded with people who would try 
to get this if they weren’t able-if they could manage very well otherwise. I really don’t. 
Some yes- 

Man – There’s obviously some disagreement amongst- 

Selma Lewis – Of course.  

Man – Well now, get back to what they do during the day, Selma. 

Selma Lewis – To what a school volunteer does? 

Man – Yeah. 

Selma Lewis – Another usual activity of almost all school volunteers is to fill clothing 
needs by going to the PTA clothes closet. Now PTA clothes closet is kept open by the 
council of PTAs at Maury’s(?) School on Wednesdays and clothes are fed into it by 
having collections of clothes at all the PTAs offices. 

Man – This is a citywide PTA? 



Selma Lewis – Citywide PTA. And then the needy children or volunteers or someone 
else can come and get clothes-fill clothing needs as if you were going to a school if the 
clothes happen to be there. You can go there and get that. 

Man – Get alterations too? 

Selma Lewis – Myra do you want to tell them about how the PTA was going to originally 
do their clothes closet? 

Myra Dreifus – Well, I guess maybe it would be interesting, okay. After the first summer, 
we had been getting clothes, we the ten-twelve volunteers had been gathering clothes 
from anyone we could get them from, from schools sometimes, and from our friends. 
And we put them in one location which happened to be Temple Israel basement. And 
each of the four schools went to the basement of the Temple Israel on Friday afternoon 
and took all the clothes that were there gathered that week. And that would be the load 
for that school. And then they would have to wait until it was their turn again. But we 
soon realized, especially when we were in twelve and fourteen schools, that this was 
impossible for a small group of people to gather enough clothes. So during the summer, 
we called together all the agencies in Memphis that give clothes, including Salvation 
Army, Goodwill, Red Cross, everybody we had any idea had a source of clothing, and 
with the plea can you help with this problem? And everybody had their own reasons why 
they couldn’t help. The Goodwill gives employment to disabled people and then charges 
a little bit for the clothes. Well we couldn’t-the people that we were dealing with could 
not afford to pay for these clothes. The Red Cross keeps it for emergencies. You know 
each person had their-each agency had its own purpose. The PTA at this point was just 
forming the clothes closet, but the idea of forming it, at this point the PTA, there was a 
white PTA called the PTA council. And there was a PTA of the negro people called Bluff 
City PTA, separate, each to its own. But at this point, we were beginning to have some 
integration in the schools and the white PTAs began to think that with the integration of 
negro children into the white schools, this would create a welfare program. And they 
were trying to get ahead of it by having some kind of a central place, clothing room. 

Man – This is ’65 now? 

Myra Dreifus – This is ’65, yes. So they started this and they said they didn’t really didn’t 
think that the schools where we working could draw on this. But the day that the PTA 
closet opened, I got word through the daughter of the president who works-the daughter 
works in a cleaning establishment, and she said to me, ‘my mother said that all your 
schools may use the clothes closet.’ And from that day on we have used the clothes 
closet. And they soon learned that the few negro children at that time who were 
integrated were not desperately in need of clothes and that we became their best 
customers. The first year, they gave over two thousand garments. The next year they gave 
over nine thousand garments. And in May last year they’ve given over fifteen thousand 
garments in one year. 

Man – Now who is this? 



Myra Dreifus – This is the PTA council of the city, which is now the PTA of the whole 
city, the white and the black people have all joined together to be the PTA council. 
There’s no longer any separation of the PTAs here.  

Selma Lewis – But the thing is that originally they were going to work it in the way that 
White Station, for example, would collect clothes and give them to White Station 
children.  

Man – I see.  

Selma Lewis – You see. And Myra thought it would be more useful if Georgia Avenue 
children used the clothes from White Station. This was the point that, you know, had to 
be, but it was able to be gotten across so that now we use this clothes closet 
tremendously. Then we also have an arrangement to get clothes that Shelby United 
Neighbors supports us in. For two years we’ve been a son agency and this is kind of 
interesting too because we’re not exactly what you’d call an agency. And- 

Man – I wonder how you got that. I mean, are you officially chartered? Or you’re just- 

Selma Lewis – Yes, we are incorporated. And this is so that gifts to us can be- 

Man – Incorporated as what now? 

Selma Lewis – The Fund For Needy School Children Incorporated. (inaudible) changed 
our name from Food for Fitness to Fund For Needy School Children. And the reason they 
did this was because they said the name was not descriptive of what we did. And they 
were right. But neither is the name they gave us descriptive on what we are.  

Man – (inaudible) could take out school, that would be alright.  

Myra Dreifus – You take out fund because it isn’t just fund.  

Man – That’s true.  

Myra Dreifus – As somebody pointed out, they didn’t understand the name because how 
can you just be a fund when you really are the volunteers working?  

Selma Lewis – Services are more than funds, you know. But we do have a fund. We have 
twelve thousand dollars from Shelby United Neighbors. 

Man – You have a fund of humanity?  

Selma Lewis – Right. A lot of fun.  

Man – But we won’t get to that today. 

Selma Lewis – No, that’s not part of it. We have some money from Shelby United 
Neighbors, they let us in over protest really, of some of their people. But it was, but they- 

Man – Do they publi-excuse me, does Untied Sun publish what they give?  



Myra Dreifus – Yes. 

Man – Well then what do they give you?  

Selma Lewis – They give us ten thousand, they gave us ten thousand dollars and raised it 
to twelve. 

Myra Dreifus – Last year. 

Selma Lewis – Last year. 

Man – Last year ’68? 

Myra Dreifus – Yes.  

Selma Lewis – And they’ve given us the same amount for this year. 

Man – And you’re now working on twelve?  

Selma Lewis – Twelve for this year. And they were reluctant to let us in, in a way, 
because what they said was this is a bottomless pit. And they don’t give direct assistance 
often, you see. This is not their function. They support agencies.  

Man – (inaudible) 

Selma Lewis – Well but not in the same way. You see. 

Myra Dreifus – And also we have no professional people, we have no office, we have no 
expenses. We have not one cent of expenses.  

Selma Lewis – Part of the reason they didn’t want us was we had no expenses. They 
couldn’t stand- 

Man – You were undermining their (inaudible). 

Selma Lewis – Yeah. Every agency has expenses they said. What are your expenses? So 
anyway, but they, they really- 

Man – It reminds me of a line of the streetwalker who complained about the amateurs.  

Selma Lewis – You know we’ve had such a funny experience.  

Man – Now you got money from them in ’67, I gather? This is your third year? 

Myra Dreifus – We got money-we asked-no, this is our second year. We asked for money 
in ’67, got it in ’68. Before then, we functioned on begging, basically. There is a 
foundation in Cleveland which is established to help orphans. And whoever had to do 
with that from Memphis, somebody in Memphis had something-had some influence on 
that particular foundation and said well if a child doesn’t have a father, which many of 
these children don’t have a father who lives at home, or who is there. 

Man – What’s the name of the fund? 



Selma Lewis – Fisher, Lily Fisher memorial fund.  

Myra Dreifus – And twice on peel, they gave us a thousand dollars each of two years. 
Other than that we simply, you know, would write letters to our volunteers and to our 
friends and to our enemies I suppose. 

Selma Lewis – Where’s your (inaudible)? 

Myra Dreifus – And we would state what the fact was. We started a shoe fund before we 
were in sun. And this money we just raised to the best we could, any way we could. 

Selma Lewis – And the reason we did it was because (inaudible) had asked us to help 
him with getting shoes for the children. And this is how most of our projects have started 
by people saying we need this. You know, or a volunteer seeing that here’s a need and 
let’s do something about it.  

Man – Some from ’63, ‘64’, and ’65 you went ahead and followed, and you were still a 
volunteer through then along about ’67 you applied to- 

Myra Dreifus – To sun. 

Man – To sun. Meanwhile you were getting money, a thousand dollars here. 

Myra Dreifus – Twice we got a thousand dollars. 

Selma Lewis – Three dollars (inaudible). 

Man – Then in ’67 you got ten thousand. 

Myra Dreifus – Beginning in ’68, January ’68 we got- 

Man – So when did they raise it to twelve? This year? 

Myra Dreifus – The end of that year they had some surplus money which they allocated 
some to each of their agencies. And we came into two thousand dollars. 

Man – So you were retroactively it was- 

Myra Dreifus – Right. But it came before the end of ’68. 

Man – So did the newfound money change your life? 

Myra Dreifus – Well, it changed the shoes and clothes and some of the children I would 
say that for sure. 

Man – And you used it to buy- 

Myra Dreifus – Yes. We have a whole system worked out with a Kent’s Store, Kent’s 
Stores in Memphis which there are eleven, which means they are spread throughout the 
city. And it also was the goodness of Mr. Nathan Chamber to be willing to put up with 
this. At first he gave us the shoes for cost plus handling. And we worked out a system 
using a kind of slip which could be given to an official person at the school level, signed 



by a principal or a volunteer, I mean a principal or a counselor, and then given to the 
family whatever way seemed best for that particular child. And this is negotiable for a 
pair of shoes. This is the way it began at first. And then- 

Man – Is this still done through the school setup? 

Myra Dreifus – Yes. 

Selma Lewis – Everything done through the schools. 

Myra Dreifus – The keeping account of all of this now, which has grown from just being 
for shoes into being for underclothes, socks, blue jeans, and jackets. All from the Kent’s 
Store. And it is handled through two of our guidance centers in Memphis with whom we 
work all the time, the Elementary Guidance centers. And a secretary at each of these two 
places takes-keeps account of all of this.  

Man – Now this is where you met when the three guidance organizations came in? 

Myra Dreifus – That’s right. And so we began to work it through them because they have 
somebody who can-see in effect we don’t have an office and yet we are able to use 
things, facilities- 

Man – Have you contributed funds to the guidance centers? 

Myra Dreifus – No, no. That’s a federally sponsored thing, they don’t need us in that kind 
of way. We need them. But they use us because they are able to give the children and we 
work very, very closely with it. There are eighteen guidance people out of three centers 
who work in the title one schools. We have guidance people, I think in every school now. 
Because in some of the schools there are twelve guidance people at the board of 
education and each of those guidance people has five schools. But that would mean at 
least one day a week they would be in every school that we are in. And in some of the 
more needy schools in the title one schools, the guidance people may have either just one 
school or may have two schools. 

Man – Now title one school is? 

Myra Dreifus – A title one school is a school which has a certain proportion of children 
attending that school whose families have under three thousand dollars. A survey was 
done in Memphis in May ’67, maybe it would be interesting to record that. Over twenty-
between twenty-two and twenty-three thousand children in May 1967, of the children 
who were going to school at that period, with an eighty-nine percent response to the 
survey were in families or from families with two thousand dollars or under. 

Man – Two thousand?  

Myra Dreifus – Two thousand dollars or under. And a total of forty-four thousand or 
forty-three thousand, including these twenty-two thousand children were from families of 
three thousand dollars or under. That meant about a third of the population of the schools 
that year had children who were from families of three thousand or under. And that year 



the board of education’s record show that seven thousand seven hundred were receiving 
free lunch. Free or partial lunch. Partial payment lunch.  

Man – So the, if you assume that at least from two thousand under they can’t afford- 

Myra Dreifus – Yeah, twenty-two thousand children- 

Man – Only one third of those (inaudible). 

Myra Dreifus – That is right. That is right. 

Man – And what is your cutoff point? Two thousand? Or three thousand? I mean, could a 
three thousand family afford lunch? Of course that depends. 

Myra Dreifus – No, you can’t. It depends how many children in the family. We have a 
sliding scale now, everybody who has less than a hundred and forty thousand dollars a 
month- 

Selma Lewis – No, a hundred and forty dollars a month. 

Myra Dreifus – Hundred and forty dollars a month, excuse me. What did I say thousand? 

Selma Lewis – Thousand.  

Myra Dreifus – A hundred and forty dollars a month receives free lunches. And then it 
begins on a sliding scale, you know if there are only two children in the family when it’s 
a hundred and forty-one, then maybe they’d have-the two children would each have to 
pay a nickel. And then some others would be free and so on and so forth.  

Man – In these statistics just that you mentioned about the income level, are there enough 
double or triple entries to make any appreciable difference in several children included in 
that? Are these-you can’t conclude that there are twenty-two thousand separate families. 

Myra Dreifus – No, these are children. 

Man – But some children come from the same family. 

Myra Dreifus – Yes, sure. Oh yes, no I don’t know how many families. 

Man – It couldn’t be many more than a few thousand.  

Myra Dreifus – Well I don’t know, you see, some of the families are rather large. I don’t 
know what the average number of children would be per family. I don’t know what figure 
you’d divide that by, I don’t know.  

Man – But certainly, somewhat near a fourth of the children in the families are below two 
thousand dollars.  

Myra Dreifus – Right. Just hard to conceive of isn’t it? How you make it? 

Man – Yep. Okay, now, you’re now working with-you’re now a ten-twelve thousand 
dollar a year organization. Who administers this? 



Myra Dreifus – The central committee, via us. 

Man – Now, alright, obviously your committee has grown, are you still chairman?  

Myra Dreifus – Yes but this is my last year.  

Selma Lewis – Myra.  

Myra Dreifus – Of chairman. 

Selma Lewis – Who said? 

Myra Dreifus – I did. 

Man – Well this is the first time this announcement has been made (inaudible)? 

Myra Dreifus – I have been saying to her- 

Selma Lewis – This is what I would call a semi-public announcement. It just hasn’t been 
made private yet.  

Myra Dreifus – Well anyway. We do have a man who helps us administer this fund. And 
that is Mr. Fred Macintosh, who is the president of central southern company.  

Selma Lewis – School supplies. 

Myra Dreifus – It’s a school supply business. And he’s- 

Man – Well a Macintosh, he ought to do very well for you guys.  

Myra Dreifus – Yeah. He does. He gives us some advice, you know. He can grasp the 
whole financial thing which isn’t that big to him of course. And from time to time we 
submit figures to him and we went over very complicated figures, very complicated to 
me because this also includes money from these summer camps. I mean we got into it last 
summer and had to do a whole lot of things that wasn’t our money, but it had to be 
administered by us. And when we got all through, Fred Macintosh and I were off twelve 
dollars. And he thought this was a miracle.  

Man – In whose favor?  

Myra Dreifus – I don’t know. I don’t even know that. He just thought it was so great he 
didn’t care where it (inaudible).  

Selma Lewis – We get money too from others, some other people, you know. We get 
donations.  

Man – Do you now still ask for donations? 

Myra Dreifus – Yes. Oh yes.  

Man – How do you do that?  



Myra Dreifus – Well, Selma especially is a wonderful speaker before church groups, and 
then all of a sudden comes a hundred thousand dollars.  

Selma Lewis – Now Myra, you keep adding money.  

Myra Dreifus – All of a sudden comes a check for a hundred dollars. You know- 

Selma Lewis – We haven’t had many of these, but we’ve had enough to help us a great 
deal. 

Man – And you go and talk to church groups explaining your group. 

Selma Lewis – Right. 

Myra Dreifus – We are really asked to speak a lot of places because some one person 
knows about it and says I think it would be very good for my church to hear this. 

Man – Now, have you taken on any new activites? 

Selma Lewis – Well, I was telling you sort of what some of our volunteers do. And I’d 
like to tell you some of the other things that go on at some of the schools. I told you about 
the clothes and about the lunches. We’ve worked with the breakfast programs too. Last 
year, there were, originally there was one breakfast program, last year I think there were 
ten. The board of education gave surplus commodities to these and offered them to 
schools but the schools had to provide money for the help to prepare this, and for 
incidental expenses like straws and napkins and things like this. And believe it or not, this 
amounted to hundreds of dollars to each school so that some of the schools were unable 
to find the money to support this breakfast program. And this is where we came into. And 
sometimes the money that were able to get from churches, just small donations here and 
there would enable a school to start a breakfast program. This year, we’ve had ten 
thousand dollars funneled through us to the schools by OEO, for the breakfast programs. 
And it has enabled many more children to have a free breakfast and a good breakfast. But 
last year out volunteers scrounged to get the money for these things, for these breakfast 
programs. At several of out schools, volunteers have been very concerned about not only 
the nutrition of children, but their health and have been taking them to clinics on a 
somewhat regular basis. In fact at one of our schools, at Merryl(?) School, the volunteers 
have availed themselves at the children and youth services clinic, which operates in five 
(inaudible) in north Memphis, you know. And any child who lives within these areas can 
have free medical attention. Anything that this child needs, complete medical care. So, 
the volunteers at this school heard about this and they just decided all of the children at 
that school would have this.  

Man – Now who administers that program? Or where does that come from? 

Selma Lewis – The children and youth services program? This is a seventy-five percent 
federal funds and twenty-five percent, I think, St. Joseph’s funds.  

Myra Dreifus – And the department of health.  

Selma Lewis – And the department of health. The local department of health. 



Myra Dreifus – Memphis, Shelby County health department. 

Man – And where is this at, at St. Joseph’s? 

Selma Lewis – It’s at Longdale Court(?) at St. Joseph’s. No, it’s at neighborhood house 
in St. Joseph’s. 

Myra Dreifus – No, no. 

Selma Lewis – Longdale Court? 

Man – And do the doctors get paid for this?  

Selma Lewis – The doctors are paid for this. They have doctors, they have a nutritionist, 
two social workers, they have a very fine staff. 

Man – Is this through Medicare? 

Selma Lewis – No, it’s for children. 

Myra Dreifus – It’s a special project. 

Selma Lewis – It’s a special project just for a few census tracks, four I think, or five, in 
north Memphis.  

Man – I see. And how long has this been going on?  

Selma Lewis – Three years, or four?  

Myra Dreifus – Yeah. It’s planned to go for five years on the present funding. But there’s 
no idea that it won’t continue in some way. (inaudible) 

Selma Lewis – But this school, this particular school I’m speaking of had some very alert 
volunteers who just decided since this was available to their school they would take 
advantage of it in a big way. And when the announcement came that children without the 
proper inoculations couldn’t come back to school, this school where these volunteers had 
been working only had three children that this affected. And this, I thought, was 
remarkable. And it was-and these three children of these three children too had just 
moved in from Mississippi and they hadn’t had time to go through the clinic with the 
volunteers. But the fascinating thing about this, these volunteers have caught all sorts of 
things at this clinic. Children who needed operation, children who needed everything, and 
they’ve all been able to be taken care of. But the volunteers at this school are really part 
of the staff of that school. And I went with Stella Menke(?) who was one of the 
volunteers there the other day, and as you walk through the halls with her, it’s the cutest 
thing I ever saw, the kids come up and say ‘Miss Menke(?) is it my turn to go to the 
clinic today?’ Couldn’t believe it, you know. But this is-they’ll go anywhere with her, to 
get a shot, you know anything.  

Man – That’s funny. 



Selma Lewis – It’s really quite a thing. And she felt though that she wanted the children 
only-she didn’t want them always to have this kind of thought of her, that she’s the one 
who provides the shots. So she’s been doing some things with enriching their curriculum. 
And what she’s done has been to get three students from Southwestern to come one 
afternoon a week and they’re teaching folk singing. They come with one plays the bass 
and two play guitars, two girls and a boy. And I heard them with the fifth grade class. 
And the fifth grade class didn’t want to let them go and neither did I. But children don’t 
have music, you know, in our elementary schools. So this volunteer goes two or three 
days every week. She takes the children to the clinic on a regular basis and then follows 
up with home visits. There was one little boy in a class where we went who had an eye 
operation and he was sleeping. This was in the afternoon that we were there, and she said 
to the teacher, ‘why is Wayne sleeping?’ And she said, ‘well he’s just been like this all 
day.’ And she said, ‘I think there’s something wrong with him. Can I take him home?’ 
She knew this child well, the teacher knows her well. She went by the office, the 
secretary would let her take any child any where, so she went home with this child. She 
took this child to his mother to see what’s wrong.  

Myra Dreifus – She was upset because the bandage on his eye was dirty. 

Selma Lewis – She was upset because the bandage on his eye was not properly cared for. 
This is what goes on at that school.  

Myra Dreifus – Well and about, (inaudible) worked at that school.  

Selma Lewis – Yes. Ann Marie Wellford(?) who is now the dean of women at 
Southwestern was the other volunteer at that school last year, and these were the two girls 
who were taking these kids systematically through the clinic. And Ann Marie was 
concerned because one time when she took children to the clinic, she looked into their 
mouths and saw that their teeth were decayed and rotted away when they were little bitty 
children. So she got over a thousand dollars from her church, which is Second 
Presbyterian Church, and she was determined that it be her church, and she supplemented 
the diet of every child in that school buying an extra glass of milk in the morning. She 
determined that this would be the most valuable thing she could do for their nutrition. She 
wanted every child to have the same thing and this is what she did. Now that’s just one 
school. Every school has a different thing. Kansas Street School has a volunteer named 
Cheryl Nathan. And Cheryl is Mrs. Tom Nathan. They have a marvelous principal whose 
name is Charles Patterson. And at that school they started a tutorial program that started 
last year. And they surveyed that school to find out how many children needed remedial 
reading. It’s a school of a thousand children and five hundred needed remedial reading.  

Man – What are the grades? Is it elementary? 

Selma Lewis – Elementary. All of our schools are elementary. 

Myra Dreifus – First through sixth. 

Selma Lewis – So, they could not tutor this many children. But they tutored a hundred 
and fifty by getting tutors from Memphis State and Lemoyne. And she raised the money 
from the Temple Israel sisterhood to provide busses to pick up the tutors two days a 



week, two afternoons a week, that the buses go to Memphis State and Lemoyne, pick up 
fifty children, fifty students, who come to the school and tutor these children on the basis 
of two or three children to one tutor. And it’s starting again Monday. They started just 
about this time last year. And I said to her, ‘do you have any way of knowing how well it 
worked or whether it really did some good?’ She said, ‘well we don’t know from tests 
how well it worked, but everybody who tutored last year has volunteered to tutor again. 
Every single student who did.’ And she said also on Saturdays some times, the school is 
kept open so that the tutors can come and get their children so they can take them for an 
outing. So, no matter how it has worked as far as their school work is concerned, it’s 
worked in some other way.  

Man – You can’t measure that by a statistic.  

Selma Lewis – You really-this is the thing. 

Myra Dreifus – Her involvement with the sisterhood (inaudible). 

Selma Lewis – Yes, she, the sisterhood has become involved with- 

Man – Which, from which? 

Selma Lewis – From Temple Israel. And it’s the first time in a way that they’ve done this 
kind of community thing which I think is something, you know somewhat unusual for a 
church, for a religious oriented group to be outside itself, in a way, what was a certain 
step that I think is interesting. They also sponsor the breakfast program at that school. I 
think they’ve given her a thousand dollars this year for that school. And last year too.  

Man – Now the sisterhood participated by giving money or did some of the people? 

Selma Lewis – Well, they’re participating by giving money and also by having a program 
of field trips for the children at that school. And this is called the hand in hand club. This 
is Cheryl’s name for this club. And this is one sisterhood member with two children. And 
what they do is they come one day a month and they take their same two children every 
month and they take them on an outing any place they want to take them, during school 
hours. They go to the library, they go to the airport, they go downtown and ride an 
escalader and have a hamburger because many of these children have never been two 
blocks away from their own homes and they don’t know what their city looks like. 
They’ve never seen the river, many of them. And- 

Man – Of course you have thousands of people who don’t believe this. 

Selma Lewis – I know. I know. But, you know, David, it’s the truth. 

Man – Oh yes, yes. 

Selma Lewis – When this first started, the counselor at that school who is a marvelous, 
wonderful counselor, wonderful woman (inaudible) is her name said to Cheryl, ‘why 
don’t you have five children go with one woman?’ She could put five children in her car 
and then five children could have this experience. And Cheryl said, ‘because all their 
lives these children stand in line for everything and I want each child to have a hand.’ 



Isn’t that-I love that? But also at that school, Cheryl has several enrichment things going 
on. She’s got Doreen Edwards, Mrs. Thorn Edwars(?) who’s teaching ceramics once a 
week. And at the end of last year, she fired the children’s work and they had a show. And 
she’s got someone teaching music.  

Myra Dreifus – Cheerleading. 

Selma Lewis – Cheerleading. 

Myra Dreifus – No, I mean a charm school.  

Selma Lewis – She has a charm school. But this is being done, the charm school, it’s 
interesting the impact that it’s had on the school. Because what’s happened is that the 
teachers have volunteered to do things after school with the children. And Cheryl feels 
that the, she sees this is the biggest change in that school is that the interest of the teacher. 

Myra Dreifus – Well the whole camp that they had last summer.  

Selma Lewis – Yes sure. 

Myra Dreifus – I think this could be elaborated too. 

Man – So your organization really is what we might call an open end organization? 

Myra Dreifus – Absolutely. Absolutely. 

Selma Lewis – Completely. 

Myra Dreifus – This I think is the beauty of it. First of all, I think each person working in 
the program can do his thing. And this maybe the new term, but what it really means, to 
each person is they’re not set up-they don’t have to go in and do what Selma Lewis does 
or somebody else does, they do what they can do. And they work it out within the setting 
that they’re in. And each person has a different setting, with the principal, with the 
guidance person, with the teachers, with the location, with everything. And these pieces 
of the mosaic that are parts of the fund for needy school children are varied in size, in 
color, in depth, in brightness, and so on and so forth. Together it makes the program. And 
there are all different aspect and all different parts of it. This is what I think is- 

Man – You have now just defined it. 

Myra Dreifus – What’d you say? Now define it. You know, for instance in the sewing, 
which is Selma talked about it in depth, I think we have about ten sewing classes going. 
And now we have the board of education who also have a federal fund way of doing this. 
They furnish a teacher they furnish for ten successive weeks, and they furnish the sewing 
machines. We the Fund For Needy Children still furnish materials. Basically our 
materials have come from the American Finishing Company, who have donated them to 
us. Occasionally we have gone out to buy them when we’ve gotten low and we need 
them at specific times. 



Selma Lewis – But, you were asking about some other personal experience from the 
sewing class and I was going to tell you what Jo Walt said about Wisconsin Class. One of 
the women at Wisconsin School that she knew-who she knew personally, she said when 
she first came she was a very withdrawn person who couldn’t even look up at her to 
speak to her. And by the end of the first year she had learned to sew well enough to make 
some garments for her child. And her child was so proud to have something that mother 
had made. And by the next year, the mother was able to stand up and announce a fashion 
show that they had. And this is, you know, this is the kind of thing, it seems like a simple 
thing, but it’s the kind of thing that can mean so much to somebody who’s never had a 
chance to be able to create anything. And at this sewing class, they now sew two days a 
week. This has been going on for about five years. It’s one of the oldest sewing classes. 

Myra Dreifus – That is right. 

Selma Lewis – And the teacher is furnished by WDIA in that case. But this is club and 
Myra were there one day last year, and one of the women had made a birthday cake and 
they were all going to have a party. They were there sewing all day and it’s their social 
outlet. And also, it brings them closer to the school and makes them the school is their 
school and not just a hated symbol of authority, which is what we all think the school 
should be. They should be useful to people.  

Myra Dreifus – Selma, I think you could then get into the Florida School, and all the 
things that are going on there and the collection with the- 

Selma Lewis – Oh Myra, and what about Georgia Avenue, with what’s going on with the 
Saturday camp, which I think is so great. At Georgia Avenue, this has been one of the 
very first schools that we had. We didn’t have it first- 

Myra Dreifus – Yes we did. 

Selma Lewis – We did have it first, Georgia Avenue. But, the principal was terribly 
disturbed and discouraged because of the enormous amount of vandalism that she had 
which has happened in many of our schools. And the volunteer was upset about this and 
called- 

Myra Dreifus – Well it really came into being when we were having the meetings that we 
were attempting to have between the guidance center and (inaudible). On both sides there 
seemed to be a feeling that there wasn’t the cooperation that everybody needed. And so 
we called a meeting which was held at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and about thirty-five 
people were there, and we invited the principals of each of the schools in the area, plus 
the people from these two organizations, plus the guidance, plus our volunteers.  

Selma Lewis – And, what grew out of this was that something positive maybe could be 
done to help this school. And now there is a Saturday day camp which opens the school 
on Saturdays and the children come and have supervision, and have a planned program, 
and have a lunch. 

Man – Who supervises? 



Selma Lewis – It’s supervised by a man who is a teacher and is name is John Christopher. 
James Christopher. 

Myra Dreifus – James.  

Selma Lewis – And he is a man who was in charge of a summer camp for us last year 
from the Kansas Street School. 

Man – And is he paid? 

Selma Lewis – Yes. 

Man – By whom? 

Selma Lewis – He’s paid by their PTA, plus some money- 

Myra Dreifus – Plus some money, we had some money leftover from the three camps, 
camps for the younger children last year. There was about eighteen hundred dollars left. 
And we, the committee, whoever we are, decided that this would be wonderful to have 
this camp at Georgia Avenue where all the vandalism is going on. And immediately the 
principal said you need twenty-five hundred dollars, we will furnish the other eight 
hundred dollars. The PTA, we will have it, we want to help. And so this is scheduled to 
go on through May. Every Saturday there are a hundred children at that school under very 
careful supervision. 

Man – Since we’re coming to the end, what do you think needs to be done now? What 
would you like to have done? 

Myra Dreifus – Well I know what we want, we want public assistance for one thing in the 
state of Tennessee. This is just, it’s just dreadful. 

Man – In what way? 

Myra Dreifus – In what can we get it? 

Man – In what way do you want assistance? 

Myra Dreifus – Well, so that all the children who need shoes should be able to have 
shoes, so that the mothers who are on ADC are not having to go to the mayor’s office, 
they should have enough. 

Man – You mean the state of Tennessee should finance it? 

Myra Dreifus – The state of Tennessee. Right. Right, I mena- 

Man – Do you say this in spite of the budget that’s just come out?  

Myra Dreifus – I don’t read budget. I just think to talk about people. 

Man – Well you better read this one, Myra.  



Myra Dreifus – I probably never will. You may not know, but the amount of money 
that’s given to a family aid to family of dependent children, in Tennessee we give 
seventy-eight percent. 

(TAPE END)  


