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David	Yellin‐	This	is	September	12th	1968.	

Gerry	Veyer‐	This	is	Gerry	Veyer	and	Joan	Beifuss	and	David	Yellin	interviewing	Ms.	
Margaret	Valiant	and	Dr.	Peter	Cooper	in	Ms.	Valiant’s	home	in	Lemoyne	Gardens.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Some	of	the	liturgy	of	it’s	being	put	out	to	exploit	Dr.	King’s	death	
I	mean	not	make	money	out	of	it	you	know.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Oh	yes.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	That	is	one	of	the	critical	aspects.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	(muffled).	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Yeah.	

(Tape	Break)	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yes	well	what	I	suppose	what	we	want	is	just	kind	of	conversation,	
sitting	around	conversation.	And	first	of	all	Dr.	Cooper	if	I	can	ask	you	how	long	you	
have	been	at	Lemoyne	and	when	you	retired	just	for	the	record.	

Peter	Cooper‐	There	27	years	and	retired	June	1968.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	was	your	field?	

Peter	Cooper‐	My	field	is	economics	and	now	still	living	on	the	campus	with	no	
duties.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Where	did	you	come	her	from?	

Peter	Cooper‐	I	came	here	from	teaching	in	a	negro	college	in	Alabama	for	13	years,	
Talladega	College.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Oh	Talladega,	was	that	where	(muffled)	went	to	school?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Yes	he	is	a	Talladega	graduate,	yes.	But	my	native	state	is	New	Jersey.		

David	Yellin‐	Where	in	New	Jersey?	

Peter	Cooper‐	(muffled).	You	have	heard	of	(muffled)?	

David	Yellin‐	I	am	from	Philadelphia.	

Peter	Cooper‐	From	Philadelphia,	New	York	was	one	of	our	suburbs	you	know.	

David	Yellin‐	Yes	but	we	always	went	to	(muffled)	for	the	weekend.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	So	when	and	how	did	you	come	south	and	when	and	how	did	you	get	
involved	I	teaching	in	negro	colleges.	



Peter	Cooper‐	I	was	waiting	for	an	opening	and	I	intended	to	go	into	teaching	and	
the	opening	came	at	university	of	Chicago	4	years	ago	and	I	have	had	no	experience	
so	I	thought	well	I	will	give	it	a	try	and	find	out	what	it	is	like.	And	I	was	very	
pleasantly	surprised	at	the	quality	of	their	students	they	had	at	Talladega.	(muffled)	
had	spent	13	happy	years	there	and	then	I	thought	I	would	get	to	another	place	and	
went	to	Lemoyne.	I	came	to	Lemoyne	and	it	has	been	a		lovely	experience	these	27	
years.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	now	why	a	negro	college?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Well	when	I	started	out	I	had	no	special	interesting	in	negro	affairs	
and	I	was	ready	to	go	anywhere	and	I	had	lived	among	negros	all	my	life,	no	barriers	
there	and	so	when	I	got	to	Talladega	I	naturally	became	more	interested	in	negro	
affairs	and	stayed	right	with	it.	

David	Yellin‐	Were	you	the	only	white	instructor	there?	

Peter	Cooper‐	No	there	was	about	half	and	half.	

David	Yellin‐	And	it	was	a	4	year	college?	

Peter	Cooper‐	4	year	college	yeah.		

David	Yellin‐	Liberal	Arts?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Pardon?	

David	Yellin‐	Liberal	Arts?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Liberal	Arts	yes.	

David	Yellin‐	And	where	did	you	live?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Right	on	the	campus.	

David	Yellin‐	What	was	the	reaction	in	Alabama,	what	part	of	Alabama?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Well	it	is	about	50	miles	southeast	of	Birmingham	and	the	city	is	
tolerant	of	the	college	there	because	it	is	a	small	town,	10,000,	and	the	college	
brings	money	to	the	city.	So	they	tolerated	us.	However,	I	had	many	friends	in	the	
white	community	in	Talladega,	the	more	liberal	folks	there,	there	were	a	few.	

David	Yellin‐	You	have	anticipated	the	question	I	see.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	suppose	there	are	always	a	few.	

Peter	Cooper‐	Yes	well	the	same	in	Memphis,	Memphis	has	some	liberals	but	it	is	
essentially	I	think	a	racist	city.	I	think	George	Wallace	will	get	a	lot	of	votes	in	
Memphis.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	I	am	sure	Wallace	might	carry	Shelby	County.	This	is	completely	off	the	
subject	but	I	just	a	couple	months	ago	read	Black	bourgeoisie	and	re‐read	Ralph	
Ellison’s	The	Invisible	Man	that	little	section	there	about	(muffled)	or	whatever.	The	
charges	about	negro	colleges	trying	to	make	their	students	conform	to	a	middle	
class	pattern.	Did	you	find	that	was	true?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Well	I	will	say	the	students	at	he	two	colleges	that	I	taught	by	and	
large	have	middle	class	aspirations.	They	come	from	poor	backgrounds.	If	they	had	a	
lot	of	money	they	would	go	to	some	named	school.	If	you	want	to	go	to	negro	school	
they	would	go	to	a	place	like	Howard	or	Fisk.	But	we	have	no	dormitories	and	so	
there	are	a	great	number	of	young	people	here	who	want	to	go	to	college	and	so	we	
take	them	in	and	do	the	best	we	can	to	give	them	a	good	liberal	arts	education.	Now	
that	they	have	sort	or	middle	class	aspirations	is	not	strange.	They	want	to	have	that	
car	and	a	nicer	home	to	have	their	children	get	the	advantages	that	they	didn’t	have.	
Incidentally	I	have	made	a	study	of	the	background	of	our	students,	what	did	your	
grandparents	have	their	first	year	of	marriage	on	both	sides	you	see	and	see	the	
maternal	grandparents	and	then	your	parents	first	year	of	marriage.	Your	parents	
today	and	all	the	criteria,	home	ownership,	electricity,	coal	oil	lamps,	newspaper,	
bank	account,	life	insurance	and	so	on	and	the	grandparents	of	these	children	had	
nothing	and	the	parents	first	year	of	marriage	had	radios	and	no	television,	but	
today	almost	all	these	students	come	from	homes	where	there	is	television	and	they	
all	have	electricity.	Most	of	them	have	automobiles,	been	a	tremendous	
improvement	and	then	last	come	your	expectations.	Well	they	want	everything	you	
see,	the	deep	freeze	and	the	car	and	so	on.	So	now	there	are	certain	young	men	on	
the	campus	who	are	black	power	people	and	they	want	the	girls	to	have	their	hair	
natural	and	they	want	to	get	rid	of	the	white	faculty	but	that	is	a	small	minority	of	
the	student	body.	Now	the	girls	don’t	go	for	that	at	all.	The	boys	think	that	is	the	
popular	thing	to	do	to	be	in	the	fight.	They,	but	there	are	so	few	of	them	that	when	
they	talk	to	the	girls,	the	girls	just	look	at	them	and	laugh.	You	can’t	get	us	to	go	into	
this	sort	of	thing	we	have	aspirations	to	get	a	good	job,	teacher,	social	worker	and	
what	not.	We	want	to	go	on	to	grad	school	and	what	you	are	talking	about	black	
power	isn’t	helping	us	at	all.	I	think	in	Memphis	it	is	a	small	minority	that	is	putting	
up	this	fight.	Unfortunately	the	invaders	and	the	black	panthers	are	working	now	in	
the	high	schools	and	the	junior	high	schools.	Now	the	junior	high	school,	that	is	bad	
because	those	kids,	at	that	age	they	are	looking	for	some	excitement.	You	see	the	
morning	paper	and	the	estimate	is	from	school	board	people	that	it	will	cost	
$150,000	this	year	just	in	repairs	for	the	Memphis	schools,	principally	broken	glass	
from	windows.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	From	your	work	with	students	do	you	think	it	is	possible	to	have	this	
heightened	black	consciousness	and	not	have	certain	outcroppings	of	violence	going	
with	it?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Well	that	is	a	good	question,	and	I	just	don’t	know.	I	can’t	see	but	very	
few	of	our	students	that	would	engage	in	any	violent	activity.	Now	they	may		have	
been	in	the	march	but	none	of	our	students	took	clubs	and	broke	windows.	



David	Yellin‐	Now	how	can	you	be	sure.	

Peter	Cooper‐	I	am	practically	positive	of	that	yes.	Now	there	are	those	that	stepped	
out	of	line	as	I	understand	that	in	the	march	were	people	from	outside	this	city.	
They	came	in	looking	for	trouble	and	they	knew	how	to	do	it.	A	fellow	would	get	out	
or	the	march	and	break	a	window	and	jump	back	in	and	someone	on	the	other	side	
would	break	a	window	cover	there	and	he	would	jump	back	in	so	the	police	could	
never	catch	up…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	Dr.	Cooper	do	you	find	a	different	atmosphere	on	the	campus	of	
Lemoyne	now	than	you	did	say	10	years	ago?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Yes,	this	whole	African	aspiration	and	orientation	has	come	in	very	
recent	years.	Now	students	want	to	learn	more	about	Africa	and	we	have	a	man	here	
now	who	is	of	the	university	of	Iowa,	whose	specialty	is	folklore	and	he	has	a	lot	of	
records	you	know	the	music	and	so	on	and	he	is	giving	a	course,	but	not	many	are	
signed	up	for	it.	In	other	words	the	negro	thinks	at	all	or	sees	his	ties	with	Africa	are	
very	tenuous.	They	don’t	mean	much,	he	is	an	American.	Baseball,	football,	
fraternities	and	sororities	and	what	not.	He	can	hardly	get		in	tears	over	Africa.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Would	you	say	there	is	a	enough	(muffled)	kind	of	interesting	though,	
is	there	enough	of	a	southern	negro	culture,	post	civil	war	negro	culture,	to	me	the	
African	culture	cannot	be	imposed	on	the	American	negro,	but	is	there	enough	of	a	
southern	culture,	indigenous	southern	culture	that	they	will	be	able	to	fall	on	that,	
when	the	Africa	thing	pans	out…	

Peter	Cooper‐	Well	the	communication	television	specials	are	we	are	becoming	a	
homogenous	society	in	the	united	states	and	if	these	students	should	go	north	they	
wouldn’t	feel	as	if	they	were	in	a		very	different	world.	They	are	Americans.	And	all	
this	talk	about	Africa	and	so	on,	it	doesn’t	have	much	practical	significance	for	them.	
Now	there	have	been	some	American	negros	who	have	made	contribution	and	they	
are	proud	of	them.	In	the	negro	sports	for	example,	baseball,	basketball,	football,	
and	in	the	Olympics	you	will	see	it	and	a	little	bit	in	the	field	of	literature.	A	little	bit	
in	the	realm	of	science	but	that	is	what	most	of	them	have	been	(muffled)	for	some	
support	for	their	negrohood.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Well	let	me	put	it	another	way	then	do	you	think	as	the	negro	young	
people	become	not	more	mature	but	more	self	confident	perhaps	is	the	term	that	
they	will	be	able	to	look	back	on	this	southern	negro	culture	without	the	feeling	of	
being	ashamed	to	have	come	out	of	the	south	at	least	the	ones	in	the	north	and	they	
would	like	to	forget	the	whole	southern	experience?	

Peter	Cooper‐	They	know	that	the	south	is	not	unique.	We	had	a	teacher	here	last	
year	who	was	originally	from	North	Dakota	and	he	had	two	years	got	his	masters	at	
university	of	Wyoming	and	he	spent	two	years	with	us	at	Lemoyne,	Hagen.	Hagen	
went	back	home	to	North	Dakota,	Bismarck,	this	summer	and	he	said	he	heard	the	
word	nigger	used	more	up	in	Bismarck	than	he	ever	did	in	the	south.	And	he	said	
they	are	so	backward	none	of	them	ever	read	the	Nation	of	the	Republic	or	anything	



that	is	liberal.	They	have	only	two	great	prophets	back	home	Martin	Luther	and	
Adam	Smith.	And	he	was	so	glad	to	get	out	of	there	because	her	he	felt,	in	this	
Lemoyne	environment	and	in	the	fellowship,	I	am	putting	a	plug	in	for	the	
fellowship,	he	felt	there	was	a	real	comradeship,	he	felt	at	home	he	and	his	wife.	He	
said	if	it	is	half	as	good	where	he	is	going	in	New	Mexico,	university	of	New	Mexico,	
why	he	would	be	satisfied.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	If	you	want	to	play	with	fellowship	do	you	want	to	explain	a	little	
further	what	the	fellowship	is?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Well	it	is	a	offshoot	of	the	Unitarian	Church	on	the	River.	A	little	group	
of	about	30	people	that	meet	every	Sunday	morning	and	there	you	find	ex‐Catholics,	
ex‐Methodists,	ex‐Baptists,	and	you	will	find	those	who	are	still	Mohammedans,	and	
Buddhists	but	all	these	superficial	differences	are	wiped	out	I	the	fellowship	and	he	
felt	at	home	there.	You	feel	at	home	there	don’t	you	brother.	You	feel	it	is	a	truly	
liberal	group,	no	pretense.	A	politician	may	talk	(muffled)	but	once	and	all	I	just	
think	that	is	a	group	of	genuine	liberals.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Can	many	be	found	of	many	such	groups	of	liberals	in	Memphis?	

Peter	Cooper‐	NO	there	are	very	few	I	think	and	that	is	the	reason	the	Fellowship	
will	never	get	very	big	because	Memphis’	is	the	old	time	religion	for	the	most	part	
and	it	is	also	racist.	

David	Yellin‐	This	might	be	a	good	place,	because	what	we	want	to	do	more	is	kind	
of	get	a	conversation	or	maybe	exchange	of	opinion	but	I	think	in	all	fairness	of	
equal	time…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	was	going	to	say	he	has	been	valiant	up	to	this	point	in	time…	

Margaret	Valiant‐	But	I	would	have	liked	to	have	commented	on	a	number	of	
points…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Oh	well	why	didn’t	you?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Well	I	didn’t	want	to	interrupt	and	Dr.	Cooper	knows	me	well	
enough	to	know	that	I	am	inclined	to	interrupt	with	a	comment	and	his	comments	
are	so	much	more	profound	in	this	field	than	mine	that	I	didn't	want	to	but	if		I	may	I	
would	like	to	comment	swiftly	on	the	these	I	have	jotted	down	here.	For	example	Dr.	
Cooper	told	me	that	I	was	interested	I	didn’t	know	that	he	first	considered	going	to	
the	University	of	Chicago	as	his	first	teaching	invitation	and	now	I	recall	something	
you	told	me	not	long	ago	Dr.	Cooper.	That	the	attitude	of	some	of	the	younger	negro	
students	is	now	to	be	quite	suspicious	of	the	motives	of	white	teachers	who	come	
into	a	negro	school.	They	must	be	misfits.	And	this	was	so	startling	to	me,	you	see,	
knowing	the	spirit	in	which	he	has	come	and	has	remained	to	share	the	white	man’s	
culture	such	as	we	have	completely	as	has	been	his	dedication	that	even	his	motive	
should	not	be	suspect	you	see.	As	is	that	of	many	of	the	other	white	teachers	that	I	
know	in	negro	colleges,	now	that	is	one	sweet	comment.	When	you	spoke	of	the	



negro	culture,	I	of	course	as	a	native	of	Mississippi	have	known	the	negro	culture	is	
as	much	mine	as	any	white	culture,	because	I	absorbed	it	equally	with	my	mother’s	
milk,	thus	when	I	first	decided	to	move	into	this	project	and	so	far	as	I	know	I	am	
still	the	only	Caucasian	who	has	integrated	myself	into	a	previously	all	negro	
housing	place,	a	very	sophisticated	former	school	friend	of	mine	who	with	whom	I	
went	to	school	with	in	Paris,	the	young	(muffled)	wrote	and	asked	me	what	my	
impression	was.	I	said	that	I	had	the	feeling	that	most	of	my	neighbors	were	just	
about	where	my	people	were	in	rural	Mississippi,	50	years	ago.	Similar	ambitions,	
similar	habits,	similar	culture	and	indeed	during	the	depression	one	of	my	
Mississippi	cousins	who	is	still	a	big	planter	down	there	was	expressed	his	
indignation	to	me	that	the	negros	are	so	careless	about	money,	that	the	first	thing	
they	do	when	they	are	paid	off	at	the	end	of	the	year	in	cash	is	to	rush	out	and	buy	a	
second	hand	automobile.	I	said	Robert	but	that	is	precisely	the	same	thing	you	did.	
You	see.	In	other	words	the	rural	negro	has	only	our	example	to	follow.	So	why	
criticize	them	for	doing	what.	

David	Yellin‐	That	is	precisely	the	reason.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Exactly.	

David	Yellin‐	That	is	why	they	criticize…	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Therefore,	and	I	go	along	with	Dr.	Cooper	that	for	the	most	part	
negros	do	have	the	same	ambitions	for	the	same	things,	the	TV	and	the	car	and	the	
freezers	and	the	washing	machine	and	all	the	rest	that	represents	our	materialistic	
society.	The	tangible	things,	thus	we	have	seen	few	I	think	who	are,	who	turn	
towards	scholarly	pursuits	or	scientific.	They	have	sent	here	are	few	examples	of	the	
intangible	values	of	life.	So	that	is	a	swift	comment	on	that.	Now	when	you	were	
speaking	of	the	girls	differing.	I	have	noticed	that	so	much	I	mean	from	the	negro	
young	negro	male.	For	one	thing	such	an	amusing	incident	occurred	when	I	was	
working		in	Willis’	campaign	as	a	volunteer.	There	were	very	few	whites.		

David	Yellin‐	This	is	for	mayor?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	For	mayor.	And	we	had	a	number	of	these	most	militant	young	
males,	negro	young	males	whose	names	are	now	very	much	in	the	press,	Charles	
Cabbage,	Coby	Smith	and	Orgill	who	were	very	(muffled).	Rather	dominated	the	
scene	when	they	were	there.	One	afternoon	I	remember	one	of	these	going	up	to	a	
young	negro	teenage	girl	who	had	just	come	in	and	without	any	of	the	formality	of	
introduction	which	I	noticed	is	really	rarely	practiced	anyway	among	my	neighbors.	
Hey	got	any	kids	and	she	said	no	well	I	am	not	even	married.	He	said,	well	what	has	
that	got	to	do	with	it.	He	said	marriage	is	jeans	kid	get	going.	If	she	had	been	a	little	
bit	lighter	skin	I	think	she	would	have	blushed	and	he	tore	out	you	know	busy	about	
more	important	matters	and	she	rushed	over	to	my	desk	where	I	was	typing	away	
presumably	not	listening.	She	said	I	want	you	to	know	what	that	fellow	said	to	me.	I	
said	well….what	should	I	do,	what	should	I	have	said	to	him.	Well	you	should	have	
just	laughed	because	he	was	probably	referring	to	the	jeans	you	are	wearing	and	we	



passed	it	off	like	that.	But	this	is	quite	typical	of	the	attitude	of	these	young	bucks	
who	struts	and	preen	because	the	women	do	the	work.	And	you	never	hear	a	child	
around	here	say	to	another	one	I	am	going	to	tell	my	daddy	on	you,	it	is	always	I	am	
going	to	tell	my	momma.	You	get	back	to	the	matriarch.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yeah	and	most	of	the	families	in	the	project	without	the	father’s	
without	kids	in	the	household.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	I	would	say	at	most	I	could	count	the	fathers	who	come	home	at	
night	regularly	on	the	fingers	of	one	hand	in	my	area.		

David	Yellin‐	So	that	there	is	a		logically	rational	reason	why…	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Right,	now	my	friend	Jim	Lawson	feels	that	what	we	have	got	to	
do	or	what	has	to	be	done	is	to	build	up	the	maleness	in	the	man	hence	all	those	
signs	in	the	march	that	they	carried,	I	am	a	man.	Well	of	course	I		don’t	precisely	
agree	with	my	man	Jim	on	many	matters	and	one	of	them	is	his	interpretation	of	
what	is	a	man.,	Because	men	around	here	and	I	believe	this	is	a	tradition	from	Africa	
where	the	women	do	all	the	work	and	the	men	as	the	old	song	in	the	south	goes,	the	
women	do	the	work	and	the	men	do	the	laying	around.	Well	that	is	true	here,	there,	
you	will	never	see	a	negro	man	in	this	neighborhood	do	anything	other	than	wash	
their	car	and	they	will	scrub	and	shine	and	work	on	that	car	on	Sunday	morning	all	
along,	But	when	it	comes	to	mowing	the	grass	or	taking	out	the	garbage	or	watering	
the	lawn	and	this	is	the	women.	Now	again	I	heard	an	interesting	aspect	of	this	on		a	
recent	Arthur	Godfrey	program	from	St.	(muffled).	He	had	a	negro	editor	and	I	have	
forgotten	the	name	of	the	negro	paper	there	but	the	man’s	name	was	Mr.	Howard	
Foot	the	editor,	the	negro	publisher	and	editor	and	he	was	talking	about	he	progress	
that	was	being	made	in	gaining	new	dignity	and	Pride	in	being	a	negro	and	he	
recounted	several	things	that	they	had	accomplished.	And	one,	that	he	pointed	out	
with	particular	pride	that	they	never	say	Mrs.	Myrtle	Jones	in	the	paper,	it	is	always	
Mrs.	John	Jones	because	this	gives	the	man	a	sense	of	pride.	I	was	dying	to	ask	what	
they	did	about	widows,	divorced	ladies	you	know.	Anyways	this	was	a	big	point	and	
then	perhaps	that	is	significant,	do	you	think	so?	

David	Yellin‐	It	also	is	as	you	said	they	can	only	go	by	the	example	of	the	white	and	
they	do	it	in	Memphis	in	the	white	papers.	In	fact	I	am	very	aware	of	that.	Because	I	
kind	of	resent	my	wife	being	called	Mrs.	David	Yellin.	She	is	constantly	referred	to	
and	so	are	all	women	and	you	read	any	one	of	the	society	pages	and	their	names	will	
always	be	the	husband’s.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	But	you	will	see	Mrs.	Maxine	Smith	and	Mrs.	Ethyl	Venson	to	
mention	two.	

David	Yellin‐	From	the	negros	yes,	but	not	white	people.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	But	this	is	a	negro	publisher	I	am	talking	about.	



David	Yellin‐	But	what	I	am	saying	what	I	am	trying	to	bring	across	is	that	the	white	
papers	do	this	with	their	white	women.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	OH	yes.	

David	Yellin‐	So	this	is	an	imitation	it	would	seem	to	me	as	much	as	a	conscious	
effort	of	making	the	man	feel	superior.		

Margaret	Valiant‐	I	would	think	so	it	didn’t	strike	me	as	being	a	terribly	important	
point.	

David	Yellin‐	Well	I	have	never	noticed	for	instance	in	the	New	York	paper	because	
mostly,	well	not	mostly	but	in	the	main	they	would	refer	to	the	women	by	her	name.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Oh	really?	

David	Yellin‐	Yes.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Because	I	much	prefer	to	be	referred	to	be	referred	to	not	by	my	given	
name.	Mrs.	Valiant	before	we	get	any	further	how	did	you	get	here	at	Lemoyne,	can	
you	tell	us	about	when	you	left	Mississippi	in	a	few	short	paragraphs.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	we	will	keep	it	confidential	if	you	want.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Well	I	of	course,	no	one	possibly,	no	negro	or	American	Indian	or	
anyone	else	could	have	had	a	poorer	or	more	deprived	childhood	than	I	in	
Mississippi	where	I	went	to	live	until	the	age	of	8	or	I	think	it	was	9	within	an	auntie.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Where	were	you	before	that?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Well,	I	was	born	in	Mississippi	and	mother	died	when	I	was	2	and	
so	as	the	old	southern	custom	we,	the	three	ladies	were	divided	up	among	the	kin	
and	I	was	first	taken	to	San	Antonio	Texas.	And	then	returned	to	this	relative	in	
another	part	of	Mississippi	which	is	no	longer	on	the	map	but	it	used	to	be	called	
Plum	Point	and	was	quite	close	to	Caperbill	and	Whitehaven	in	that	poor	little	hilly	
area	where	my	husband,	my	auntie’s	husband	tried	to	have	a	small	company	farm	of	
about	80	or	100	acres	which	is	just	nothing	you	know	to	grow	cotton	on	and	besides	
very	poor	land.	Well	he	died	shortly	and	we	were	quite	alone	and	I	walked,	well	
there	was	no	public	school	available	for	the	whites	and	it	never	occurred	to	me		
about	the	one	for	the	negros	at	the	time.	We	thought	rather	affectionately	of	the	
doctors	as	you	would	of	a	donkey,	you	know	they	were	very	much	sort	of	attached	
creatures	of	the	place.	But	in	regarded	with	the	affection	that	you	felt	was	certain	of	
your	livestock	to	which	you	gave	names	but	no	other	thought.	Thus	there	was	no	
public	school	of	any	sort	and	these	few	scattered	white	families	finally	constructed	a	
one	room	school	building.	Which	we	gathered	to	attend	9	of	us	for	a	couple	of	years	
and	about	5	months	and	one	teacher	was	employed	that	taught	all	subjects,	all	ages.	
Now	with	this	being	more	than	50	years	ago,	nearer	I	would	say	55	I	am	sure	there	
were	no	schools	what	so	ever	for	negro	children.	Well	thus,	then	after	my	auntie	lost	
her	husband	she	had	the	enterprise	to	having	a	sister	her	in	Memphis	to	just	go	



upstate	and	sell	out	and	move	here.	Thus,	for	the	first	time	at	the	age	of	13	I	entered	
a	public	school,	Central	High.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Excuse	me	just	a	minute	the	teacher	that	taught	in	the	one	room	school	
in	Mississippi,	would	she	have	been	planned	by	the	families…	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Yes.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	There	was	no	state	schools..	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Oh	no	none	what	so	ever.	So		lamentable	that	it	is	that	there	were	
no	provisions,	no	state	provisions	for	negro	schooling	there	were	no	provisions	of	
any	kind.	Mississippi	was	desperately	poor	in	1910…	

David	Yellin‐	How	were	you	able	to	get	into	high	school	here.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Well	I	passed	the	exams,	I	must	have	had	one	or	two	pretty	good	
teachers,	I	remember	two	of	them	perhaps	they	were	the	only	two	I	had	from	
Grenada	college	a	tiny	little	college	in	Grenada	Mississippi.	

David	Yellin‐	Back	in	Plum	Point?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Back	in	Plum	Point	and	she	taught	algebra	poorly,	or	at	least	I	
accuse	her	of	teaching	algebra	poorly	because	I	couldn’t	pass	it	when	I	got	to	Central	
High,	but	she	taught	Latin	which		was	interesting.	

David	Yellin‐	That	is	fascinating.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Yes,	and	she	was	quit	good	and	Latin	is	what	gave	me	my	good	
background	for	French	Italian	and	Spanish	and	so	on.	Great	help	but	we	didn’t	learn	
very	much	you	will	be	assured.	However,	I	did	manage	to	pass	the	exams	at	central	
high	and	graduated	in	3	years.	Then	I	won	a	couple	of	scholarships	in	music	and	so	I	
went	north	and	then	scholarships	to	Europe	so	you	see	I	didn’t	live	I	Mississippi	
after	the	age	of	13	until	I	returned	in	1950	my	father	said	he	was	too	old	to	learn	to	
live	with	the	Yankees,	I	was	quite	happy	in	New	York.	So	I	came	back	and	my	father	
died	about		5	years	ago.	Meanwhile	from	all	my	travels	and	so	on	and	experiences	in	
other	countries,	I	had	come	to	realize	the	terrible	blankness	in	my,	the	terrible	
ignorance	in	my	background	of	not	knowing,	recognizing	the	potential	in	negros.	I	
met	for	example	Roland	Hayes	in	Paris	who	sang	so	much	better	than	I	have	a	voice	
and	many	experiences	of	this	kind,	I	got	to	know	quite	a	number	of	and	thanks	to	the	
(muffled)	in	New	York	got	to	know	Walter	White	and	his	wife	the	first	wife	and	
many	others.	See	so	that	my	whole	view	on	everything	changed	and..	

David	Yellin‐	You	were	a	singer	then?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Yes.	Opera.	So	when	I	returned	this	last	time	my	first	effort	was	to	
get	in	touch	with	people	out	here	at	Lemoyne	and	I	discovered	oh	you	know	what	
did	they	call	them,	inter‐racial	conferences	that	were	help	back	then.	All	very	sub	
(muffled)	you	know,	no	publicity.	All	the	reporters	where	there.	



Joan	Beifuss‐	When	was	this?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	It	was	about	15	years	ago	and	all	the	reporters	there	were	there	
but	not	a	word	published	in	the	pres.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	were	these	meetings	like?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Well	people	talking	about	their	problems.	

David	Yellin‐	Is	this	during	the	Crump	era?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	_Oh	no,		well	let’s	see,	we	helped	Orgill	I	think	after	Crump	and	I	
worked	hard	for	his	election	that	is	how	I	got	to	know	Francis	Coe.	And	Gwynn	
Awsumb	and	many	others.	We	helped	to	defeat	Crump’s	machine,	worked	for	Estes	
Kefauver	and	so	and	so.	So	then	it	was	I	began	to	meet	the	people	at	Lemoyne	and	
the	prices	and	the	teachers	and	the	whites,	these	liberal	whites	you	were	referring	
to.	So	that	well	I	found	myself	troubled	many	times	when	I	wanted	to	have	negro	
guests	and	couldn’t	do	so	were	I	was	living.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Where	were	you	living?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Well	several	places.	(muffled)	hotel	for	quite	awhile	after	my	
father’s	death	I	was,	had	enough	of	housekeeping	and	then	I	got	a	little	place	and	by	
this	time	I	knew	Ethel	Benson	and	a	number	of	friends	quite	well	and	was	
undertaking	a	little	piece	of	research	together	and	I	asked	my	land	lady	about	
having	some	negro	friends	and	she	was	horrified.	So	I	swiftly	looked	for	another	
place.	And	at	the	little	hotel	where	I	resided	immediately	residing	my	father’s	death	
there	was	an	occasion	one	evening	when	this	was	the	Washington,	the	Dr.,	King	
freedom	march	in	Washington	when	he	was	making	his	great	address.	And	I	wanted	
to	hear	it	on	the	television	that	is	supplied	in	the	lobby	for	the	guests	and	the	other	
guests	the	two	men,	one	of	them	turned	out	to	be	from	Mississippi	were	against	
hearing	it	and	were	opposed	to	hearing	it	and	I	insisted	on	hearing	it.	And	they	
turned	on	something	else,	Bonanza	or	whatever	you	see	and	I	went	up,	I	was	quite	
indignant	you	see,	and	quite	angry	and	I	turned	off	that	program	and	(muffled)	
whereupon	they	dashed	to	the	management	and	then	management’s	clerk	this	was	
(muffled)	the	clerk’s	wife	was	not	an	employee	and	surely	had	no	official	authority	
said	well	we	ain’t	going	to	have	that	nigger	program	on	here	and	she	is	a	nigger	
lover	anyhow	and	I	bet	she	is	a	communist	too.	

David	Yellin‐	Obviously.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Obviously.	With	which	I	walked	out	and	went	up	to	my	room	and	
read	the	paper	and	moved	out	the	next	day	see.	So	I	had	that	kind	of	thing	occur	
about	3	times	and	the	3rd	time	I	made	the	matter	clear	beforehand.	This	was	a	friend	
of	Erik	Anderson’s	mother.	Well	I	rented	this	place	and	I	had	the	understanding	
clear	beforehand	that	I	had	negro	friends	and	so	on	and	so	on.	Perfectly	alright	but	
one	day	following	one	of	these	luncheons,	these	Saturday	luncheons	which	I	had	
been	unable	to	attend,	some	minor	affliction.	Three	of	these	friends	who	were	



guests	that	day	at	the	luncheon	came	by	to	tell	me	about	it.	And	of	course	I	invited	
them	in	and	within	an	hour	well	they	had	hardly	left.	When	my	land	lady	came	
dashing	back	and	she	had	taken	off	from	her	job	because	her	next	door	neighbor	had	
phoned	to	say	that	woman	had	niggers	over	there	at	your	house.	I	haven’t	told	you	
anything	about	these	though.	Well	so	she	got	very	upset	and	excited,	it	wasn’t	the	
way	she	felt,	oh	I	don’t	feel	that	way.	But	she	says	somebody	called	me	and	it	was	
anonymous	and	they	said	are	fixin	to	sell	to	niggers.	She	said	of	course	I	am	not	
selling,	well	says	there	are	niggers	over	there	on	your	property	and	they	are	going	to	
buy	it	now	this	was	the	word.	Now	these	were	these	three	ladies	you	see.	Well	she	
got	quite	hysterical,	she	said	I	am	ashamed	to	talk	this	way	Mrs.	Valiant	but	I	just	tell	
you	the	truth	if	the	rumor	gets	started	in	the	neighborhood	that	niggers	are	going	to	
buy	and	somebody	is	going	to	sell	to	niggers	it	just	ruins	a	neighborhood	and	
everybody	leaves,	and	that	depreciates	your	property	you	can’t	sell,	you	can’t	your	
money	out	of	it.	I	said	let	me….so	I	moved	out	of	there.	But	I	wasn’t	able	and	then	
again	I	had	to	go	to	a	hotel	but	this	time	I	called	my	friend	Ethel	Benson	and	I	said	
now	look.	I	am	tired	of	running	isn’t	there	some	place	in	Memphis	where	I	am	able	
to	entertain	friends	without	explaining	to	my	neighbors	what	their	pedigree	is	and	
their	ethnic	background	and	their	religion	or	whatever	else	they	feel	entitled	to	ask.	
She	said	well	Margaret	I	have	got	a	house	that	I	have	just	inherited	out	on	land.	It	is	
a	duplex	and	you	are	welcome	to	move	into	it	immediately	why	don’t	you	consider	
it.	Now	this	was	an	all	negro	neighborhood	you	see.	I	said	I	will	take	right	off	sight	
unseen.	Now	here	is	the	comical	aspect	because	there	always	is	some	thing	comical	
in	all	our	tragedies.	We,	she	calls	the	other	lady	who	is	negro	who	lived	on	the	other	
side	of	the	duplex	to	tell	her	that	she	was	bringing	out	this	friend	this	afternoon,	to	
whom	she	had	rented	the	apartment	and	she	had	the	key.	When	she	discovered	it	
was	to	be	a	white	woman	she	said	you	ain’t	moving	no	white	woman	in	next	to	me.	
No	maam	says	I	will	go	right	out	of	here.	So	you	see	that	is	the	other	side	of	the	coin.	
Then	Ethel	by	this	time	very	involved	and	feeling	embarrassed	you	know	about	this.	
She	says	how	about	a	housing	project	now	that	you	are	retired	and	don’t	have	any	
money	anyhow.	I	had	never	thought	of	a	housing	project	you	see,	I	thought	you	had	
to	have	a	family	that	a	lone	person	could	move	into	a	housing	project.	So	she	said	
well	alright,	how	about	let’s	talk	with	Simmons.	And	she	said	does	it	make	any	
difference	to	you	whether	it	is	white	or	colored	and	then	on	second	thought	we	
decided	I	would	ask	that	it	would	be	negro.	This	was	at	a	time	when	integration	was	
the	thing	you	see	and	now	it	is	just	the	opposite	and	I	feel	that	separatism	being	now	
the	style,	the	new	fashion	that	perhaps	you	know	my	little	experience	has	served	its	
purpose	and	I	don’t	feel	nearly	as	welcome	now,	you	asking	about	how	things	have	
changed,	as	I	did	when	I	moved	in	2	and	half	years	ago.	Now	as	it	happened	two	and	
half	years	ago,	it	hadn’t	occurred	to	me	that	anyone	would	suspect	my	motives	in	
fact	Ethel	and	I	were	feeling	rather	noble	about	it	until	we	learned	that	someone	
phoned	her	having	seen	her	to	come	and	see	me	all	the	time	and	they	offered	
(muffled)	and	said	who	is	that	white	woman.	Is	she	a	spy,	a	housing	folks	paying	her	
to	come	and	spy	on	us,	well	is	she	from	the	welfare?	See,	well	this	hadn’t	occurred	to	
us	but	perhaps	fortunately	at	that	time	I	broke	a	phone	in	my	foot	and	I	had	no	
telephone	and	I	had	to	hobble	around	and	I	had	to	give	my	key	to	the	lady	next	door	
to	come	in	and	out	and	look	after	me	for	a	few	days	and	look	after	me.	So	evidently	



they	felt	I	wasn’t	very	powerful	at	least	I	wouldn’t	be	too	helpless	with	an	unlocked	
door	and	no	telephone	so	the	suspicion	I	think	died	off,	but	now,	prior	to	and	since	
Dr.	King’s	assassination	I	have	had	my	stone	thrown	through	my	kitchen	window,	
black	power	shouted	underneath	my	window	and	then	of	course	beer	bottle	tossed	
through	my	bedroom	window	at	midnight	one	night.	And	I	have	been	seriously	
considering	whether	perhaps	it	would	be	the	course	of	discretion	to	separate	
myself.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Are	you	in	friendly	relations	with	the	women?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Oh	yeah.	

David	Yellin‐	Do	you	have	any	idea	where	this	could	come	from?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Well	we	have	an	increasing	number	of	these	young	black	militants	
with	the	natural	hair	and	the	tiki.	Do	you	know	what	the	tiki	is?	And	other	sort	of	
outward	Memphis	stations	of	sort	of	black	militancy	and	of	course	I	saw	some	of	the	
acts	that	were	committed	by	some	of	the	boys	and	they	busted	out	the	chinamen’s	
glass	windows	up	here.	Yeah	I	have	seen	that	and	then	one	evening	just	before	dark	
Dr.	Cooper	will	remember	this.	My	mattress	is	very	heavy	slid	off	the	moorings	and	I	
couldn’t	lift	them	and	I	knew	that	I	could	hardly	sleep	on	these	concrete	floors	with	
comfort	that	night.	I	looked	out	the	window	and	saw	this	heavyset	young	black	male	
coming	up	the	street	and	a	young	lady	with	him			but	it	didn’t	occur	to	me	that	I	
should	hesitate.	I	dashed	down	the	steps	and	just	as	they	got	here	I	said	good	
evening,	I	wonder	if	you	would	help	me	please	with	my	mattress	I	will	be	glad	to	pay	
you.	He	said	help	you,	I	wouldn’t	help	a	god	damn	cracker	to	do	anything	but	to	die,	
what	would	I	want	to	help	a	cracker	for.	I	said	excuse	me	I	am	sorry	and	I	hesitated	a	
moment	and	tried	to	muster	a	smile	and	I	said	my	name	is	Margaret	Valiant,	what	is	
yours.	He	said,	Buddy	is	enough	for	you.	I	said	thank	you	Buddy	for	your	courtesy.	
The	young	lady	said	my	name	is	Florence	and	I	don’t	know	if	her	tone,	it	didn’t	
sound	aggressive	or	apologetic	either,	she	just	volunteered	her	name	and	I	said	well	
nice	to	meet	you	too	and	let	me	know	this	was	with	a	certain	sarcasm.	I	said	let	me	
know	if	I	can	help	either	one	of	you	at	either	time.	Well	I	found	out	that	he	was	the	
same	Buddy	Cecily	I	have	pinned	down	his	name,	who	was	one	of	the	invaders	who	
helped	to	bust	out	the	windows	up	here	you	see.	Well	I	haven’t	seen	him	since,	
Foster	Adams,	do	you	know	Foster	of	the	youth	service,	very	handsome	and	
intelligent	young	negro.	I	think	he	is	director	of	your	services,	but	they	do	a	great	
deal	in	this	neighborhood	to	assist	the	teenagers	that	have	problems	and	most	of	
them	do.	They	are	in	and	out	of	juvenile	court	and	in	and	out	of	pregnancies	and	
other….problems.	All	the	time	so	that	he	and	his	staff	do	a	great	deal.	Foster	was	
here	one	evening	shortly	after	that	and	I	told	him	about	Buddy	Cecily.	He	said	Mrs.	
Valiant	you	may	not	want	me	to	do	this	but	he	said,	I	am	going	to	speak	to	him	about	
this,	He	said	that	he	called	me	last	night	for	some	help	about	some	thing>	He	said	he	
is	always	in	and	out	of	trouble.	I	said	well	frankly	Foster	I	rather	hesitate	because	he	
would	know	where	it	would	have	come	from	and	there	has	been	quite,	I	noticed	that	
my	neighbors	around	here	rarely	call	the	police	unless	they	are	in	dire	extremities	
because	they	are	more	afraid	of	the	retaliation	from	the	person	who	they	reported.	



Now	all	that	is	a	fur	piece	from	Dr.	King	and	you	wanted	to	get	back	to	Dr,	King	and	
Dr.	Cooper.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	want	when	did	you	and	Dr.	Cooper	meet	each	other?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	I	called	Dr.	Cooper	the	first	thing	before	I	moved	over	here,	just	as	
I	called	my	good	friend	who	is	the	rector	of	Grace	St.	Luke’s	and	I	told	Dr.	Cooper	I	
would	appreciate	if	he	came	to	call	and	he	came	to	call.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	He	had	not	been	before?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	No.	

David	Yellin‐	Before	we	get	away	from	it	of	course	you	have	said	all	this,	you	two	are	
a	part	of	a	minority	obviously	in	this	area.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	You	mean	racially?	

David	Yellin‐	Yes.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Yes	oh	mercy.	

David	Yellin‐	And	you	know	what	it	is	to	be	part	of	the	minority.		

Margaret	Valiant‐	Yes.	That	is	a	good	point.	

David	Yellin‐	This	is	a	rare	experience,	how	does	it	feel?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Exactly,	very	good	analogy	to	draw	at	this	point	Mr.	Yellin,	indeed	
so.	Dr.	Cooper	of	course	live	sin	a	more	rarified	atmosphere	I	mean	he	is	a	great	
scholar	and	he	is	looked	up	to	as	well,	he	has	won	a	degree	and	a	title.	These	things	
are	greatly	respected	by	the	middle	class,	those	who	are	aspiring,	those	who	have	
ambitions	and	of	course	I	am	not	in	his	category	as	far	as	that	goes.	

David	Yellin‐	Yeah	well	Dr.	Cooper	do	you	feel,	or	have	you	felt	that	you	are	part	of	a	
minority?	

Peter	Cooper‐	There	is	a	movement	you	know,	anti‐white.	But	now	I	get	people	to	
leave	me	their	magazines	and	so	on	and	I	have	always	had	my	pockets	with	candy	
you	know,	pepper	stick.	I	got	through	here	and	these	folks	expect	me	to	leave	a	
magazine	or	something	and	I	can’t	see	that	they	are	any	different	towards	me	than	
what	they	were	lets	say	10	years	ago.		

David	Yellin‐	But	do	you	feel	any	self	consciousness	about	the	fact	that	you	are	
white?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	No	they	are	little	kids	you	know	they	are	wonderful.	Bring	a	little	
girl	next	time	you	come	to	fellowship,	a	sweet	child.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Do	any	of	them	go	to	the	fellowship?	



Peter	Cooper‐	Sunday	school.	
	
Margaret	Valiant‐	No	I	mean	these	people?	

Peter	Cooper‐	No,	no.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Oh	that’s	what	I	thought.	

Peter	Cooper‐	No	Mrs.	Yellin	has	a	little	daughter.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	your	relations	hip	with	adults.	We	will	let	children	go.	

Peter	Cooper‐	Yes	yes	sure.	

David	Yellin‐	Because	we	should	allow	the	world	to	be	run	by	little	children	and	
everything	would	be	fine	but	we	are	working	on	that	(muffle).	

Peter	Cooper‐	Well	I	little	ones	because	these	youngsters	have	not	yet	developed	a	
bunch	of	complexes.	

David	Yellin‐	Right,	but	can	wee	get	some	your	relationships	with	adults	here	do	you	
feel	any	unspoken	antagonism,	or	any	oppressive	feeling	when	you	walk	into	a	
room,	are	you	made	conscious	of	the	fact	that	you	are	whitey.	

Peter	Cooper‐	No,	no,	no.	They	know	me	by	this	time	and	they	just	feel	like	he	is		
alright	I	guess,	no	lip	comes	from	them.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Was	this	true	always	true	when	you	first	came	into	a	negro	school?	
Were	you	self	conscious	I	mean	I	just	want	to	get	over	the	(muffled).	

Peter	Cooper‐	Well	I	couldn’t	help	but	notice	there	was	negros	there,	faculty	and	
students.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	still	notice	that.	

Peter	Cooper‐	Well	you	can’t	help	but	se	that	but	my	idea	was	don’t	bend	over	
backwards	don’t	try	to	be,	show	how	liberal	you	are	just	act	naturally	I	mean	that	is	
a	better	what.	How	would	you	act	brother	Yellin	would	you	try	to	bend	over	
backwards?	

David	Yellin‐	No	I	have	a	bad	back.	No	I	ask	this	both	not	so	much	from	a	personal	
point	of	view,	none	of	these	things	in	that	sense	we	are	concerned	are	that	much	
personal	because	we	are	trying	as	far	as	possible	to	listen	and	to	try	to	even	provoke	
you	people,	provoke	is	not	the	word	but	kind	of	instigate	some	thing	to	say	and	
along	this	line	I	don’t	know	how	anybody	can	tell	anybody	else	how	they	will	act	or	
react.	If	at	least	my	question	suggests	that	I	am	looking	for	a	set	answer	this	is	not	
true.	I	just	wondered	Mrs.	Valiant…	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Now	you	mentioned	the	Saturday	luncheon	group.	I	invited	one	
well	to	of	the	neighbors	who	I	got	to	know	best	who	by	the	way	have	responsible	



husbands,	Mrs.	Porter	and	Mrs.	Cleaves	who	come	home	every	night	and	have	
charming	children.	So	I	got	to	know	them	first	you	know	quite	well	and	I	invited	
them	to	attend	the	luncheon.	Now	oddly	enough	Mrs.	Porter	who	is	the	older	of	the	
two	has	never	attended.	But	Virginia	went	the	very	first	time	that	I	told	her	about	it	
and	for	I	suppose	comfort	ask	if	it	would	be	alright	if	one	of	the	people	she	works	
with	would	go.	Now	Virginia	and	her	friend	both	work	in	Lobe’s	BBQ	places	which	
became	a	rather	touchy	matter	during	the	trouble	as	the	Irish	say.	Virginia	and	her	
friend	were	absolutely	enchanted	with	this	experience,	they	have	never	missed	a	
luncheon.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Oh	really	what	are	their	names?	Mrs.	Cleaves,	and	Mrs.	Norman,	I	don’t	
know	her	first	name.	But	I	think	you	would	be	amused	to	know	Mars.	Norman’s	
reaction	because	when	we	went	to	this	imperial	place	I	went	in	the	car	that	day	and	
we	came	back	together	and	Virginia	had	to	stop	and	do	some	shopping	and	Mrs.	
Norman	and	I	sat	in	the	car.	And	she	said	do	you	know	what	I	liked	about	that	Mrs.	
Valiant?	She	says,	I	get	up	in	the	morning	at	5:00	and	I	fix	breakfast	for	my	husband	
and	my	5	kids	and	I	got	to	IBM	school	and	then	I	go	from	there	to	Lobe’s	and	I	work	
there	from	1:00	to	10:00	at	night.	She	said	I	go	to	this	school	on	account	of	I	am	not	
going	to	be	a	maid	all	my	life	long	and	it	is	hard	on	me,	I	don’t	get	to	see	my	kids	
very	much	and	I	don’t	do	nothing	at	home	but	cook	and	wash	but	she	says	on	
Saturday	I	puts	on	my	best	shoes	and	I	dresses	myself	up	and	I	am	waited	on	when	
they	bring	that	plate	in	and	they	serve	me	and	I	sit	there	and	I	am	waited	on	and	I	
kick	my	shoes	off	under	the	table,	I	have	the	best	time,	I	wouldn’t	miss	that	I	look	
forward	to	that	every	time.	So	to	them	it	was	a	delightful	experience	and	to	a	few	
others.	But	I	have	invited	everybody	I	know,	I	used	to	regularly	attend	the	senior	
citizen’s	club	being	eligible	by	age	which	meets	every	Friday.	But	this	older	group	
they	are	less	interested	I	think	or	more	resigned	and	as	Dr.	Cooper	pointed	out	that	
grandmothers	had	nothing	you	see	and	these	are	the	grandmothers	and	the	
grandparents	and	sometimes	great	great	grandmothers.	To	them	you	see	they	see	
the	(muffled)	that	these	youngsters	the	teenagers	can’t	possibly	be	aware	of	they	
have	nothing	to	compare	it	with.	But	to	the	older	ones,	the	bliss	of	having	electricity,	
hot	and	cold	running	water,	utilities	supplied,	garbage	service,	all	of	these	things,	
this	is	luxury	and	they	don’t	have	to	go	out	anywhere	except	to	their	church	with	the	
same	familiar	groups.	They	are	not	trying	to	progress	anywhere	else	they	just	
getting	ready	for	heaven.		

David	Yellin‐	Maybe	the	lighting	will	be	better	there.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Could	be.	In	any	case	t	hey	are	content	with	their	scriptures	as	
they	understand	scriptures.	Of	course	they	are	the	ones	who	most	idolize	Dr.	King,	
getting	back	to	the	protagonist,	the	younger	ones	and	Dr.	Cooper	when	you	
mentioned	that	you	thought	none	of	the	Lemoyne	kids	took	part	in	any	of	the	
breaking	or	looting	I	am	sorry	sir	but	it	is	in	that	report	you	showed	me	there	are	
some	perfectly	candid	admissions,	I	shouldn’t	say	admissions	but	they	were	simply	
reporting.	This	is	all	no	real	names	used	and	several	of	them	not	only	I	don’t	want	to	
say	confessed	or	admitted	but	boasted	actually	of	the	breakage	and	of	the	what	they	



had	obtained.	And	felt	it	was	their	due	because	these	merchants	had	been	cheating	
them,		this	is	their	argument.	And	it	was	(muffled).	Now	thee	old	people	are	
horrified	by	that	kind	of	thing	because	this	is	contrary	to	the	scripture	as	they	
understand	it	and	the	moral.	They	have	this	beautiful	contrast	to	their	early	lives	on	
these	present	premises	you	see.		

David	Yellin‐	Now	when	did	you	start	to	notice	this	schism	between	generations	was	
it	always	there,	or	was	it	subdued	in	the…	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Oh	no	I	think	it	was,	you	are	talking	about	this	switch	to	black	
militancy?	

David	Yellin‐	Yes.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Well	Dr.	Price,	I	mean	Dr.	Cooper	can	suggest	but	I	would	say	that	
some	of	it	preceded	Willis’	campaign,	in	fact	I	was	unable	to	get	many	of	my	negro	
neighbors,	my	best	ones	like	Virginia,	she	said	to	me	Mrs.	Valiant	do	you	think	
Memphis	is	ready	for	a	negro	mayor.	You	see,	this	was	so	startling	to	me.	Here	is	a	
young	women	a	repeating	this	white	cliché.	And	I	think	quite	a	number	of	them	
eventually,	well	I	hope	I	persuaded	some	of	them.	But	we	did	pretty	well	in	our	
precinct,	he	did	pretty	well.	But	anyhow	it	was	along	about	that	time	in	the	
campaign	wouldn’t	you	say	that	both	on	the	campus	and	on	the	streets	we	saw	the	
increasing	wearing	of	natural	hair	and	the	turtle	neck	sweaters	and	all	these	
outward	evidences	of	a	signs	of	rebellion.		

David	Yellin‐	So	that	the	negro	community	before	that	by	and	large	was	not	
separated	by	age	groups,	whatever	the	negro	community’s	attitude	was	with	and	
towards	whites	it	was	from	cradle	to	grave.	Was	it	different	among	the	younger	
people	in	talk?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Younger	people	quite	different	from	their	parents.		

David	Yellin‐	all	the	time?	
	
Margaret	Valiant‐	All	the	time	and	still	so,	now	my	young,	speaking	of	the	Porter	
family	who	I	have	come	to	know	so	well,	they	are	all	very	handsome	children	and	3	
of	them	in	college	and	the	other	3	are	on	the	way.	Good	students	and	are	keen,	well	
Mattie	is	the	oldest	daughter.	She	first	didn’t	she	matriculate	and	then	switch	to	
Lane?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Maybe	so?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	I	think	so	for	some	reason	I	have	learned	never	to	ask	direct	
questions	she	chose	to	go	to	Lane.	Well	as	soon	she	got	back	this	summer	she	
became	dashing	enough	tot	ell	me,	well	no	this	was	just	a	few	weeks	ago	she	had	
been	chosen	as	one	of	the	students	with	the	highest	scholastic	average	at	Lane,	at	
Lane	to	be	an	exchange	student	in	the	university	of	Nebraska.	Now	it	shows	you	
want	can	be	done	just	as	when	you	go	back	up	the	street	you	will	notice	on	this	side	



3	of	the	most	perfect	lawns	that	you	could	see	even	in	Chickasaw	Gardens	
maintained	by	one	negro	man	who	works	at	night	for	the	city	in	some	minor	
capacity	but	evidently	enough	Mr.	Frasier,	do	you	remember	him	who	campaigned	
for	George	(muffled).	Beautifully	maintained	but	most	of	our	neighbors	are	careless		
with	garbage	and	careless	with	lawns	and	so	forth.	But	whenever	you	see	the	
exception	you	see	then	you	know	you	can’t	generalize	about	negros	and	certainly	
with	the	poor.	Here	is	(muffled)	Manties	ideas	about	these	black	militants	she	just	
scorns	them.	She	has	worked	in	the	summer	time	she	has	a	job	every	year,	good	
typist.	Worked	at	the	war	on	poverty	neighborhood	youth	corps.	She	knows	them	all	
Charles	Cabbage,	and	all	them	you	know	and	she	comes	in	the	evening	and	tells	me	
what	she	thinks	about	them	and	their	ideas	and	their	conduct.	So	even	all	the	
teenagers	are	not	militant	in	this	area.	Very	few	of	the	old	people	are.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Can	I	go	back	to	something	you	mentioned	earlier,	inter‐racial	
meetings	that	happened	15	years	ago,	some	inter‐racial	meetings	here	15	years	ago.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	At	Lemoyne	College.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Sponsored	by	Lemoyne?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Yeah.	

David	Yellin‐	Or	was	this	part	of	Ed	Orgill’s	group	the	community	relations.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	No	it	was	not	political	no	it	was	what’s	her	name	Dr.	Trig.	I	think	
she	was	one	of	the	ones	who	originated	the	idea	to	get	people	together	simply	to	sit	
as	we	are	sitting	now	and	discuss	things	like	the	Fellowship	does	and	try	to	explore	
some	of	these	problems.	I	remember	one	couple	of	h	ours	was	taken	up	one	day	on	
the	subject	of	the	courtesy	title.	Which	of	course	is	now	past	and	forgotten,	
everybody	says	Mr.	and	Mrs.	The	newspapers,	but	not	what’s	her	name	Williamson	
Juannita	told	me	I	remember	that	I	thought	from	that	very	meeting	and	some	letters	
and	phone	calls	some	of	us	made	resulted	in	the	newspapers	switching	suddenly	to	
Mr.	and	Mrs.	Juanita	said	so	sorry,	let	me	tell	you	what	really	happened.	The	negro	
community	boycotted	the	newspapers	and	she	went	on	to	give	me	the	facts	that	at	
that	moment	a	good	friend	Ed	Niemann	who	I	was	so	fond	of,	was	in	Europe	on	
vacation	and	all	of	a	sudden	you	know	what	do	you	cal	it	circulation	dropped	like	
that	and	(muffled)	had	him	come	back	from	Europe	to	look	into	it.	They	just	
boycotted	the	papers.	Ain’t	that	the	way	you	heard	it?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Yeah.	

David	Yellin‐	The	purpose	of	these	meetings	was	not	only	a	kind	of	social…	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Oh	heavens	no.	I	remember	one	school	principal,	I	can’t	think	of	
his	name	right	off	you	would	know	him	well,	so	does	Dr.	Price.	I	remember	his	
speaking	in	an	absolute	rage	at	one	of	these	workshop	sessions	about	how	he	had	
the	cash	in	h	is	pocket	one	day	to	buy	an	automobile,	pay	cash	for	it	right	then.	And	
he	walked	in	to	this	place	over	on	Union	and	a	salesmen	came	out	and	say	well	red	



what’s	on	your	mind?	Well	he	say	my	name	isn’t	red	for	one	thing	and	for	the	second	
I	came	in	here	to	buy	an	automobile.	But	he	said	I	want	someone	to	treat	me	as	if	I	
could	buy	an	automobile	and	he	walked	out.	Now	things	like	that	and	then	of	course	
we	go	back	to	the	sit‐ins	and	that	is	an	old	hat	now	but	I	will	never	forget	the	day	
that	I	went	into	Walgreens	quite	by	accident.	I	wasn’t	aware	that	a	sit‐in	was	going	
on	and	I	noticed	that	there	was	an	awful	lot	of	people	in	there	but	I	went	on	but	I	
thought	I	would	stop	and	have	a	cup	of	coffee	and	as	I	approached	I	saw	that	people	
were	just	standing	still	as	if	who	was	going	to	move	first.	I	still	went	on	gladly	
towards	the	counter	and	then	I	saw	this	group	of	most	presentable	young	negros,	
young	women	and	young	men	and	facing	them	as	if	an	army	of	attack	were	this	
group	of	whites	and	then	I	saw	that	a	rope	had	been	drawn.	As	quickly	I	noticed	just	
as	close	as	I	am	to	you	a	young	negro	whose	face	was	familiar	to	me	and	I	said	hello,	
and	he	said	hello	to	me.	And	I	said	well	I	am	sorry	I	can’t	buy	you	a	cup	of	coffee.	He	
said	well	I	am	sorry	that	you	can’t	buy	one	because	it	was	then	close,	but	he	had	
such	poise	and	he	was	just	about	17.	And	at	that	moment	I	said	well	better	luck	next	
time	and	I	started	to	turn	and	I	was	hemmed	in	and	I	will	never	forget	the	look	on	
this	pimply	faced	white	adolescent.	I	started	to	say	he	had	horrible	yellow	teeth	but	I	
realized	what	mine	looked	like	with	one	(muffled)	in	here	temporarily.	He	shouted	
at	me	livid	with	rage,	you	nigger	lover,	at	the	top	of	his	voice.	Well	oddly	enough	in	
my	whole	life	nobody	had	ever	said	that	to	mew	before	and	right	in	my	face	you	
know	and	I	felt	my	knees	beginning	to	shake	and	all	the	silence	was	all	around.	
Couldn’t	think	of	any	retort	I	was	so	afraid	I	was	just	going	to	drop	to	the	floor	you	
know	that	my	knees	wouldn’t	sustain	me,	so	finally	I	just	managed	to	look	back	at	
him	and	very	quietly	I	said,	I	am	sorry	for	you.	And	because	my	voice	was	low,	I	
moved	to	go	out	and	they	moved	to	let	me	go	out.	And	I	managed	to	get	to	the	
cigarette	counter	and	lean	on	that	a	moment	and	the	young	lady	the	clerk	at	the	
desk	said	you	must	be	from	up	north	and	I	said	yes,	north	Mississippi.	I	got	my	
cigarettes	and	carted	out.	But	you	see	that	was	only	about	3	years	ago	wasn’t	it?	

Peter	Cooper‐	Yeah.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Now	to	you	and	to	me	that	seems	100	years	ago.	

David	Yellin‐	I	want	to	be	sure,	it	is	longer	than	3	years	ago.		

Margaret	Valiant‐	Was	it	longer.	

David	Yellin‐	I	would	think	just	to…the	sit‐ins?	Because	I	have	been	here	4	years	
and….	

Joan	Beifuss‐	About	5.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Oh	was	it?	Well…	

David	Yellin‐	I	mean	still	the	point	of	the	story.		



Margaret	Valiant‐	But	to	them	this	was	the	way	it	was	at	those	conferences	at	
Lemoyne.	People	talked	about	things	and	what	to	do	about	things,	we	were	helpless	
politically	and	otherwise.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	what	involvement	did	either	of	you	have	in	the	strike?	Any?	Did	
you	Dr.	Cooper?	

Peter	Cooper‐	No	not	a	thing.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Well	I	did.	The	first,	the	day	of	the	first	meeting	and	this	was	
rather	by	accident	like	the	incident	in	Walgreens.	I	remember	the	date,	I	am	very	
poor	at	dates	simply	because	Mr.	Walter	Simmons	you	know	the	director	of	housing	
authority	had	died	and	was	being	buried	that	afternoon	and	I	remember	discussing	
with	one	of	your	faculty	members	who	was	over	here	Tom	Fletcher	the	evening	
before,	which	I	should	attend.	And	he	said	of	course	the	funeral	is	only	once,	this	
thing	is	going	to	last	a	while,	so	I	thought	that	was	logical	enough.	

David	Yellin‐	What	was	the	choice?	The	choice?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	The	sanitation	meeting	you	see	at	city	hall.		

David	Yellin‐	Oh	I	see.		

Margaret	Valiant‐	So	I	went	to	the	funeral	and	after	it	was	over	I	had	of	course	
relying	upon	public	transportation	I	found	that	I	had	to	transport	Main	St.	you	see	to	
get	the	bus	to	come	out	here	and	I	saw	people	moving	towards	city	hall.	I	thought	
well	the	thing	isn’t	over	yet	you	know	whatever	it	was	going	to	be	it	was	still	going	
on	I	will	just	wander	up	and	see.	So	I	walked	up	towards	city	hall	and	I	saw	that	
whole	group	of	policemen	was	standing	in	front	of	city	hall	and	a	colored	women	
whose	face	I	remembered	from	somewhere	was	walking	and	I	said	well	are	you	
going	up	to	the	meeting?	No	I	was	going	to	up	to	pay	a	bill	if	I	can	get	in	safely.	So	in	
any	case	the	two	of	us	walked	up	towards	the	entrance	together.	And	these	very	
cold‐eyed	policemen	challenged	us.	You	got	any	business		here	and	this	woman	said	
yes	she	had.	Then	turned	to	me	I	said	well	no	I	was	just	interested	in	what	is	
happening	to	the	sanitation	workers.	He	said	lady	that	is	none	of	your	business	if	I	
was	you	I	would	get	on	home	as	fast	as	you	can.	Well	of	course	I	didn’t	particularly	
care	to	be	ordered	around	at	my	age	by	this	young	buck,	so	I	walked	then	towards	I	
saw	this	great	crowd	assembled	at	the	auditorium.	I	stepped	out	in	the	street	and	
here	was	Jerry	Worth	making	his	pitch	and	saying	that	we	have	just	been	given	
permission	to	march	by	the	director.		Was	it	Holloman	then?	

David	Yellin‐	Yes	right.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	And	standing	there	listening	who	should	walk	up	to	me,	I	saw	
several;	friends,	Vasco	and	Maxine	and	some	white	friends.	Then	the	instruction	
came	you	are	to	march	4	abreast	so	many	feet	across	so	forth	and	so	on	and	there	I	
was	in	the	middle	of	the	street	and	(muffled)	and	all	of	a	sudden	as	I	turned	with	no	



particular	plan	in	mind	a	charming	young	teacher	that	looked	sort	of	like	you,	Suzie	
McDonald	do	you	know	her?	

Gerry	Veyer‐	Yes	yes.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Comes	up	and	grabs	e	by	the	arm	and	she	says	may	I	walk	with	
you.	And	all	of	a	sudden	I	was	walking.	And	then	from	this	other	angle,	do	you	know	
Gerry	Fanion?		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yes.		

Margaret	Valiant‐	Gerry	comes	up.	Oh	my	god	am	I	glad	to	see	you.	He	said	can	I	kiss	
your	cheek.	Well	I	said	go	right	ahead	Gerry	as	old	as	I	am	it	is	an	honor	to	be	kissed	
by	you	on	Main	St.	All	of	a	sudden	we	were	marching.	Couldn’t	have	been	more	
orderly	or	friendly.	Here	was	little	Suzie	on	this	arm	and	here	was	Gerry	and	what’s	
his	name	the	Italian	who	came	down	to	do	the	organizing.,	

David	Yellin‐	Champa.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Champa,	on	the	other	side	and	I	had	already	heard	him	on	the	
radio	the	night	before.	They	had	him	on	WDIA	you	know	and	I	said	welcome	to	
Memphis	and	I	think	we	need	you	here.	He	remembered	that	I	was	one	of	the	very	
few	white	voices	I	think	that	called	in	to	say…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Especially	to	say	welcome.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	To	say	welcome.	So	we	had	marched,	well	we	were	approaching	
Goldsmith’s	when	Suzie,	oh	and	Suzie’s	friend	a	jolly	lawyer,	his	last	name	was	
Weiss.		

Gerry	Veyer‐	Charles	is	it	Charles?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Charles,	I	think	so.		

David	Yellin‐	Is	this	Susan	McDonald	the	chief’s	daughter?	

Gerry	Veyer‐	Yes	she	is	at	Memphis	state.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	She	is	a	doll,	she	is	just	a	doll.	Anyhow	suddenly	he	tells	Suzie	and	
Suzie	tells	him	don’t	you	remember	that	meeting	at	4:00.	This	was	then	3:30	and	
then	she	said	oh	we	have	got	to	drop	out.	And	I	said	well	child	I	have	got	to	drop	out	
but	this	foot	of	in,	the	formerly	broken	one	would	certainly	never	carry	me	to		
Clayborne	Temple,	or	Mason	Temple	where	we	were	headed.	I	said	but	Lord	where	
on	earth	am	I	going	to	get		a	bus	now	because	the	streets	are	blocked	off.	Come	on	
says	Suzie	we	will	take	you	home.	So	we	went	to	the	side	walk	and	moved	out.	5	
minutes	later	was	when	the	commotion	started.	

David	Yellin‐	You	were	at	the	head	of	the	line	then?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	(muffled)	it	was	the	head.		



Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	see	what	happened	or	were	you	already	off	he	street…	

Margaret	Valiant‐	I	was	off	the	street.	

David	Yellin‐	(muffled)	

Margaret	Valiant‐	So	I	come	home	and	I	turn	on	the	radio	and	here	it	was	you	see.	

David	Yellin‐	This	was	February	23rd?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Yes.	

David	Yellin‐	The	day	of	the	macing.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Right,	so	that	was	my	part	in	that.	But	then	that	night	now,	there	
was…	

David	Yellin‐	Were	you	ever	accused	of	running	out	on	a	march.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Oh	no,	well	could	Suzie	had	been	you	know.	But	anyways	wasn’t	
there	a	meeting	that	night	called	suddenly	at	Mason	Temple.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yes.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	I	am	not	certain	about	dates	you	see.	But	in	any	case	I	arranged	to	
get	there	and	I	took	my	neighbor	across	the	street	who	is	a	lovely	lady.	We	were	
sitting	down	front	we	had	gotten	there	very	early	and	Suzie	and	my	friend	showed	
up	and	suddenly	Reverend	Starks	who	was	presiding	at	one	point	the	organizers	
had	to	go	into	a	huddle	with	the	strategists	you	know	the	union	strategists	and	so	on	
and	they	had	to	leave	the	stage.	And	Reverend	Starks	wanted	to	keep	interest	going	
and	he	said	is	there	a	musician	in	the	house,	not	a	doctor.	And	I	put	up	my	hand	and	
he	asked	if	I	would	come	and	play	for	some	singing,	which	I	did	for	memory	and	
faking	and	whatever	everybody	wanted	to	sing	I	tried	to…	

David	Yellin‐	What	did	they	sing?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Oh,	well	of	course	the	usual	songs,	We	Shall	Overcome	and	then	
some	hymns	and	one	or	two	bits	of	solos	and	pretty	fine	singing	too.	Incidentally	a	
woman	came	up	to	me	that	night	on	the	stage	a	Mrs.	Nettie	Rogers	and	she	said,	oh	I	
also	said	something	at	the	microphone	as	invited	to,	in	a	lull	when	they	had	nothing	
better	going	on.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	did	you	say?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Well	I	just	said	that	I	felt	that	the	sanitation	workers	deserved	
this,	the	consideration	which	was	being	denied	them	and	surely	hoped	they	would	
be	able	to	detain,	something	like	that.		

Peter	Cooper‐	By	the	way	now	you	have	been	there	and	you	have	lots	to	tell,	may	I	
be	excused	and	you	can	get	more	story	from	Mrs.	Valiant.	



Margaret	Valiant‐	Now	wait	a	minute,	now	you	attended	services	for	Dr,	King?	

Peter	Cooper‐	No.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Oh	you	were	not	here	for	the	memorial	service.		

Peter	Cooper‐	Chapel	was	so	jam	packed	I	couldn’t	get	in.		

Margaret	Valiant‐	Oh.	

Peter	Cooper‐	I	mentioned	that	so	I	would	have	a	legitimate	excuse.	

David	Yellin‐	yeah,	well	thank	you	very	much.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Thank	you	very	much.	

(Tape	Break)	

Margaret	Valiant‐	That	you	want	to	concentrate	on	because	I	could	just	go	on	there	
are	so	many	things,	well	you	just	decide	what	is	relevant	and	what	is	irrelevant	as	
far	as	your	purposes	are.		

David	Yellin‐	Well	again	without	sounding	to	pompous	we	will	let	history	decide.	
Because	we	don’t	really	know	what	is	relevant.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	And	I	think	that	is	a	very	relevant	comment	because	he	more	I	
reflect	on	this	whole	matter	for	example	WHER	which	I	listen	to	in	order	to	know	
something	about	the	(muffled)	of	this	racist	city.	Yesterday	someone,	a	young	man	I	
known	it	would	be	a	young	person	because	most	of	the	racists	are	old.	Let’s	face	it	
they	are	old	fogeys	and	they	just	have	to	die	off.	This	man	suggested	that	Main	St.	be	
named	after	Dr.	King	a	young	white	man,	yesterday	on	opening	night.	

David	Yellin‐	you	mean	September	11	1968,	yes.	

Gerry	Veyer‐	(muffled).	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Well	my	goodness	it	just	tore	the	program	to	bits,	every	other	
subject	was	instantly	dropped	and	the	most	extraordinary	comments	were	made,	I	
jotted	down	a	couple	of	them	let	me	see.	

David	Yellin‐	Oh	fine.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	No	monuments,	this	is	a	man	now,	elderly	of	course	but	very	
white.	NO	monuments	to	people	that	just	pops	up.	Now	how	about	that,	(muffled)	of	
Dr.	King,	people	that	just	pops	up.	Now	he	thought	it	was	fine,	Danny	Thomas	had	
done	a	great	thing	for	this	city	so	it	was	right	for	(muffled)	BLVD.	to	be	named.	And	
this	one	and	that	one	and	the	other	one,	Early	Maxwell	St.	that	is	fine,	he	helped	
baseball.	But	these	people,	monuments	to	these	people	that	just	pops	up.	You	like	
that.	



David	Yellin‐	Yeah	that	is	good.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Ok	I	thought	that	was	pretty	good	too.	And	then	another	one.	He	
says,	these	people	that	come	up	with	these	ideas	about	naming	things	with	that	
fellow.	Some	of	them	just	call	him	that	fellow.	Why	are	they	all	communists	and	all	
those	folks	that	belong	to	the	Tennessee	council	on	human	relations,	the	national	
council	of	churches,	all	of	them	communists	and	so	was	King.	Alright	now	here	is	
another	one.	Oh	well	this	is	a	slightly	different	subject	but	it	struck	me	as	so	funny,	I	
had	to	put	it	down,		You	know	everybody	is	a	fundamentalist	in	this	area.	And	one	
lady	called	me	to	protest	that	at	the	church,	oh	some	other	young	man	called	in	
today,	his	idea	was	that	churches	ought	to	be	abolished.	Well	now	people	(muffled)	
their	telephones	all	the	time.	So	then	this	one	lady	was	irate	because	she	said	in	the	
church	that	she	attends	they	have	been	holding	the	kindergarten	recently	in	two	of	
the	Sunday	school	rooms	and	the	first	Sunday	she	went	in	after	this	they	rented	this	
space	to	this	kindergarten	group	that	all	the	pictures	of	Jesus	were	taken	down	off	
the	wall	and	were	behind	the	cabinet.	Well	she	said	she	just	thought	they	was	
cleaning	up	or	something,	But	the	next	Sunday	she	came	and	they	was	behind	the	
cabinet	again.	Now	what	kind	of	a	kindergarten	do	you	have	where	you	have	got	to	
take	the	picture	of	Jesus	down	of	the	wall	and	the	final	sentence	that	would	like	to	
kill	me.	She	says	for	$200	rent,	for	$200	rent	they	take	down	the	pictures	of	Jesus	for	
some	non‐denominations	kindergarten.		That	is	the	funniest	thing,	that	nearly	killed	
me.	Well	so	you	see	how	people	feel	and	now	also	in	this	same	report	that	I	
mentioned	to	you	that	Dr.	Cooper,	that	he,	I	don’t	know	why	he	didn’t	tell	you	about	
this.	

David	Yellin‐	What	report?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	The	documents.	

David	Yellin‐	Of	the	students,	yeah	we	have	those,	now	did	we	ever,	yeah	we	have	
them.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	(muffled)	about	specific	students	over	there	who	did	participate	
in	this	event	and	second	there	are	at	least	3	references	which	are	very	critical	of	Dr.	
King	of	course	this	was	prior	to	his	assassination.	Referring	to	h	is	inadequacies	as	a	
leader	and	the	inadequacies	of	his	philosophy.	And	rather	unadmiring.	So	your	point	
that	history	must	decide	these	things	is	certainly	true	and	the	lasting	values	of	his	
work.	Now	I	read	and	perhaps	you	did	I	can’t	remember	now	where	in	recent	weeks	
in	a	serious	magazine	that	I	decided	to	review	I	think	some	one	who	had	really	gone	
into	an	analysis	of	Dr.	King’s	contribution	and	he	summed	it	up	as	pretty	much	
rhetoric.	And	that	even	in	his	I	remember	he	signed	it	Dr.	King’s	Nobel,	his	prize	
winning	speech	before	the	Nobel	Peace	Committee	as	containing	mixed	metaphors	
and	illogic	and	you	know	this	was,	(muffled).	That	size	that	remained	as	cheaply	as	
rhetorician,	is	that	the	right	word?	Rhetorician?	Thus	we	had	those	and	perhaps	for	
a	long	time…	



David	Yellin‐	Now	excuse	me	but	not	only	(muffled)	man	but	I	don’t	want	to	get	on	
that	article.	Was	his	reference	to	the	effect	that	Dr.	King	his	own	version	or	did	he	
say	this	represented	a	groups	presumably	the	negro’s	point	of	view	about	Dr.	King.	
Or	he	was	making…	

Margaret	Valiant‐	This	was	an	appraisal	I	think	fairly	personal	but	based	on	the	
collection	of	speeches	and	Dr.	King’s	1	or	2	books	that	he	had	put	out	and	they	were	
mostly	of	speeches	weren’t	they	Dr,	king’s	books.	

David	Yellin‐	No	some	of	his	books	are	his	own	and	I	guess	they	reflect	some	of	his	
speeches.	His	philosophies.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Well	now	I	want	to	show	you	one	little	thing	here	I	mentioned	
that	memorial	services.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yes	did	you	attend	that?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Yes	I	did.	

David	Yellin‐	Was	that	across	the	street	here?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Second	Congregational,	on	Walker.	

David	Yellin‐	Yes,	I	was	there.	You	weren’t	there.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	I	think	you	would	like	to	have	this	little	souvenir	program.	Now	I	
typed	this	up	from	the	very	roughest	of	notes,	so	that	Dr.	Willette	could	get	it	
printed.	

David	Yellin‐	now	when	was	this?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	This	was	April	the	5th,	Suzie	was	there.	

David	Yellin‐	no	then	it	was	Friday,	yeah	Friday	morning?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	But,	do	you	have	a	copy	of	this?	

David	Yellin‐		You	know	I	can’t	be	sure	I	feel	reasonably	sure	we	ought	to	but	please	
if	you	have	an	extra	copy?	

Margaret	Valiant‐	Very	welcome	to	it.	Now	in	the	course	of	this	Dr.	Willette		told	me	
he	wanted	to	include	this	little	incident.	Of	course	I	am	sure	that	all	of	us	are	
stunned	practically	into	paralysis	that	morning	when	we	woke	up	and	realized	that	
he	was	dead.	And	a	terrible	helpless	feeling	of	what	can	I	do,	what	small	gesture	can	
I	make	even.	And	then	it	was	I	learned	of	Dr.	Willete’s	proposed	service.	And	I	
remember	the	first	incident	when	Dr,	King	had	come	2	years	before	when	I	did	meet	
him	and	shook	hands	with	him.	Have	you	done	that?	

Joan	Beifuss‐	No.	



Margaret	Valiant‐	Well,	so	perhaps	I	should	tell	you	about	that	first.	It	was	well	
publicized	that	he	was	to	speak	at	Metropolitan	Baptist	Church	that	evening	and	this	
was	a	great	congregation	of	Bishop’s	and	what	not	were	there	church,.	I	frankly	
don’t	even	remember	all	the	details	that	concerned	the	announced	program	but	I	
just	did	catch	that	he	was	going	to	be	the	key	speaker	that	evening.	It	lasted	2	or	3	
days	you	know.	Well	I	had	attended	the	service	that	morning	briefly	sort	of	out	of	
curiosity	and	I	took	a	lot	of	notes	just	to	me	about	things	that	were	amusing	and	
interesting	and	colorful.	Then	that	evening,	well	I	got	to	thinking	about	Dr.,	King	and	
I	got	to		thinking	that	I	wished,	how	much	I	wished	I	could	ask	him	a	question	or	
two.	But	I	knew	that	wouldn’t	be	possible	and	then	I	found	myself	writing	him	a	
letter	and	I	was	able	to	locate	a	copy	of	that.	

David	Yellin‐	Oh	wonderful	yes.	

Margaret	Valiant‐	And	then	I	thought	,	I	have	no	idea	how	to	get	this	out	to	address	
him.	I	thought	to	myself	about	the	idea	of	taking	it	over	there	that	evening.	And	then	
I	wondered	how	that	could	be	done	and	how	I	could	be	got	to	him	in	some	way	that	
wouldn’t	be	pushy	or	in	bad	taste.	So	then	the	idea	occurred	to	me	remembering	
that	he	was	in	such	the	manner	of	Gandhi	and	how	the	people	of	the	simp0le	people	
of	India	in	the	countryside	would	take	their	neighborhood	flowers	to	Gandhi.	When	
he	came	passed	through	their	village	and	we	were	in	full	summer	just	about	like	
now,	the	end	of	August	and	the	flowers	around,	I	thought	to	myself	how	about	two	
of	my	little	neighbors	again	a	Cleaves	child	and	a	Porter	child	who	were	having	their	
club	meeting	up	here,	I	didn’t	mention	that	but	they	had	a	little	club	and	I	invited	
them	to	meet	here.	And	one	was	the	founding	president	and	the	other	was	the	vide	
president.	So	I	thought	I	wonder	if	they	too	are	doing	this	and	this	is	within	about	12	
or	13	and	Vanessa	at	12.	So	I	went	down	and	spoke	to	their	mothers	and	spoke	to	
them	and	they	thought	it	was	a	beautiful	idea.	SO	I	said	well	I	imagine	it	is	going	to	
be	packed	and	jammed	up	there	so	we	better	go	a	little	early	and	they	got	all	
dressed	up	and	meanwhile	I	asked	neighbors	and	of	course	the	purpose	was	to	
welcome	and	to	honor	Dr.	King.	But	the	time	we	got	up	the	stree4t	and	walk	I	had	
almost	an	armful	you	see	of	these	sweet	and	simple	little	neighborhood	flowers.	And	
I	recall	that	I	thought	well	now	here	is	going	to	be	a	physical	problem	for	Dr.	King,	
having	this	much	flowers	are	going	to	fall	all	over	his	feet	and	all	over	the	pulpit.	So	I	
had	the,	swiftly	thought	to	stop	and	knock	on	a	door	and	ask	a	lady	if	she	could	give	
us	a	bit	of	string	or	cord	or	even	just	a	rope,	and	elastic	which	she	did.	And	another	
volunteered	some	very	shiny	paper	so	that	we	had	oh	my	it	was	quite	dramatic	
looking	and	(muffled).	Well	I	looked	for	flowers	and	had	the	little	girls	in	hand	and	
promised	their	mother	I	would	have	them	back	by	bedtime,	you	know	they	were	
having	school	the	next	day.	And	still	with	no	plan	as	to	how	to	get	the	flowers	to	Dr.	
King	but	the	idea	was	from	the	little	girls	you	see	present	them	if	there	was	any	way	
possible.	And	just	as	we	were	crossing	Walker	packed	and	jammed	with	auto	
mobiles	and	people	never	saw	so	many	people	until	that		we	had	the	march	where	
for	Dr,	King	after	his	death.	Al	of	a	sudden	I	saw	the	man	who	had	presided	at	the	
meeting	that	morning	and	I	walked	to	him	and	told	him	swiftly	what	I	had	in	mind	
and	introduced	the	little	girls	and	this	armful	of	flowers	and	he	said	it	is	a	beautiful	



thought.	It	is	a	beautiful	thought,	I	am	going	to	be	presiding	this	evening,	he	was	
from	California,	and	I	will	work	out	something.	(muffled)	one	of	his	aides	and	he	
said	take	these	three	ladies	through	the	back	door	because	everything	was	(muffled)	
from	the	front	you	couldn’t	have	gotten	in	to	save	your	life.	And	get	some	folding	
chairs	and	put	them	up	by	the	platform	and	that	is	the	way	we	went	in	without	a	
single	minute’s	delay.	We	were	promptly	seated	alongside	the	platform,	the	
platform	is	where	people	(muffled)	and	we	sat	one	behind	the	other	here.	Well	we	
waited	and	we	waited	and	we	waited.	Now	if	you	are	familiar	with	negro	gatherings	
of	any	kind	you	see	they	just	go	on	and	on	and	of	course	they	have	to	take	up	
collections,	and	everybody	from	everywhere	had	to	be	introduced	and	have	a	quick	
word.	A	few	remarks	from	brother	so	and	so	and	sister	so	and	so	and	my	little	girls	
(muffled).	And	I	began	to	worry	and	I	didn’t	have	on	a	watch	and	their	bed	time	and	
their	mothers,	I	leaned	over	and	I	said	I	was	holding	on	to	the	flowers.	(Muffled)	are	
you	getting	sleepy?	I	asked	her	this	if	she	wants	to	go	she	was	sitting	up	in	the	front.	
Oh	no	I	am	not	sleepy,	I	am	not	sleepy.	Eventually	the	presiding	officer	who	had	
written	our	names	down	and	our	addresses.	

(Tape	End)	


