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Sam	Weintraub‐	This	horrified	me	and	this	I	think	contributed	to	my	reaction	to	
Taylor	Blair	when	he	called	me.	

David	Yellin‐	Yes	because	all	the	time	you	were	reporting	Taylor	Blair’s	
conversation	and	it	was	apparent	that	what	had	happened	had	happened	that	
Saturday	night	and	Sunday.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	No	that	conversation	with	Taylor	could	have	taken	place	on	the	
next	weekend	I	have	a	feeling	it	was	that	weekend	but	see	we	didn’t,	we	filed	the	
petition	for	contempt	on	the	27th	I	believe,	the	24th	was	Saturday…I	believe	we	filed	
it	on	Tuesday	which	would	have	been	the	27th	but	we	didn’t	have	a	trial	on	it	for	a	
couple	weeks	as	you	know	it	was	postponed	for	one	reason	or	another,	so	it	could	
have	been	anywhere	between	the	24th	and	the	3rd	or	4th	of	march	that	Taylor	called		
me.	It	could	have	been	that	weekend	and	again	if	I	had	my	time	records	I	could	tell.	
But	it	could	have	been	the	next	weekend	too.	But	in	any	event	I	know	what	my	
reaction	was.	This	was	part	of	the	reason	that	I	hesitated	to	get	involved	at	first	and	
just	felt	in	my	bones	that	this	is	going	to	be	something	more	than	the	labor	matter	
but	then	when	it	broke	like	that	I	remember	acting	pretty	violently	to	it.		

David	Yellin‐	Now	you	are	going	to	tell	us	about	the	contempt	trial	as	you	call	it.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah	well	we	filed	it	on	the	27th.	

David	Yellin‐	Filed	it	on	the	27th,	what	prompted	the	filing?	Why	did	you	file	it?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Well,		as	you	know	the	strike	was	enjoined.	

David	Yellin‐	Yes	the	24th.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	It	continued	the	next	day,	ipso	pipso,	there	was	a	violation	of	the	
injunction.	An	injunction	is	a	court	order	to	end	the	strike.	

David	Yellin‐	But	it	was	an	injunction	against	everybody?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	I	think	this	time	it	was	fashioned	against	the	union	and		certain	
representatives.	

Bill	Thomas‐	I	just	happened	to	read	over	that	and	it	did	name…	

David	Yellin‐	Union	leaders….yes.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Champa…	

Sam	Weintraub‐	All	the	union	leaders	T.O.	and	some	stewards.	We	didn’t	aim	at	
the….this	time	I	had	control,	the	prior	time	Billy	Rosenfield	wrote	it	out	himself	and	
broadened	it	and	this	time	I	limited	it	to	the	union	and	its	leaders.	But	the	next	day	
something	happened,	I	don’t	know	what	it	was.	One	thing	the	union		made	no	action	
to	end	the	strike.	They	were	told	to	end	the	strike,	this	in	itself	is	a	violation.	This	I	



could	live	with	certainly,	secondly	the	union	then	took	some	affirmative	steps,	this	is	
directly	related	to	the	men	but	appeared	at	meetings…	

David	Yellin‐	That	is	the	next	week	with	the	forming	of	the	negro	ministers	the	
COME,	they	had	nightly	meetings.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	And	Worth	or	others	appeared…	

David	Yellin‐	Champa	and	they	all	appeared…	

Sam	Weintraub‐	And	the	statements	they	made	was	in	support	of	the	strike	so	
obviously	they	were	trying	to	keep	the	strike	going.	

David	Yellin‐	Right	but	they	were	into	church	meetings.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah	they	were	not	at	union	meetings	but	they	were	supporting	
(mnuffled0	to	get	up	money	to	support	the	strikers	and	they	made	statements	some	
what	more	careful	before	the	injunction.	

David	Yellin‐	Thus	the	daily	marches	start..	

Sam	Weintraub‐	And	there	were	strikers	present	at	those	meetings.	

David	Yellin‐	Oh	yeah	all	the	time,	and	the	daily	marches	start	each	day	at	2:00	or	
whenever.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Now	normally	you	don’t	get	an	injunction	and	now	we	are	getting	
into,	a	lawyer	is	an	officer	of	the	court	as	much	as	anything	else	and	you	have	got	to	
consider	the	dignity	and	prerogatives	of	the	court.	Here	is	a	court	who	has	issued	an	
order	and	we	are…it	is	being	openly	violated	and	openly	and	flagrantly	in	the	
newspapers,	and	here	is	the	court	being	slapped	in	the	face	by	it	day	after	day	for	
those	two	or	three	days.	There	isn’t	anyone,	and	I	am	not	much	of	the	lawyer’s	
lawyer	and	I	more	regard	myself	more	of	a	consultant	or	sociologist	kind	of	lawyer	
rather	than	a	lawyer’s	lawyer.	I	haven’t	been	steeped	in	general	practice	and	I	don’t	
have	this	feeling	for	the	courts	that	most	lawyers	do.	Giannatti	is	all	lawyer	and	I	
have	a	great	deal	of	respect	for	him.	I	differed	with	him	on	a	number	of	points	
during	the	whole	thing	but	I	do	respect	his	integrity	and	I	had	the	role,	as	I	said	I	
differed	at	one	point	very	seriously.	I	still	respected	his	sense	of	integrity	and	the	
sense	that	he	had	of	being	officer	of	the	court.	This	came	out	several	points.	When	
we	proceeded	the	contempt	for	instance	there	was	a	question	in	the	mayor’s	mind	
this	is	where	I	thought	you	meant.	He	didn’t	want	to	put	anybody	in	jail.	I	don’t	think	
he	wanted	the	contempt	either	because	he	felt	inevitably	it	would	lead	to	[putting	
people	in	jail	and	what	instead	of	doing	any	good	it	would	tend	to	enflame	the	
situation	more.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Make	martyrs.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Make	martyrs	yeah.	I	mean	I	think	that	was	a	part	of	his	impulse	
that	he	didn’t	want	to	make	martyrs	out	of	them	and	he	had	read	somewhere	I	think	



in	the	New	York	strike	or	something	and	he	kept	quoting	it	about	a	tactic	of	winning	
a	strike,	you	don’t	make	martyrs	over	them…	

Bill	Thomas‐	Went	to	jail	for	that	whole	thing.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah,	didn’t	help	any.	

David	Yellin‐	You	talking	about	in	New	York?	

Bill	Thomas‐	Yeah.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	And	it	didn’t	help	any.	This	may	have	been	the	reason	why	he	didn’t	
go	for	an	injunction	in	the	first	place	I	don’t	know.	It	is	a	political	consideration	and	
yet	it	is	not	a	devious	political	consideration.	

David	Yellin‐	It	is	a	public	relations	consideration…	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah	that’s	right	and	now	that	I	think	about	it	that	may	be	one	of	
the	biggest	reasons	her	didn’t	go	for	it,	we	were	talking	about	why	he	didn’t	go	for	
an	injunction	in	the	first	place.	I	said	that	he	probably	felt	that	the	strike	was	going	
to	end	anyway	but	maybe	he	felt	that	this	would	inevitably	coalesce	the	issue	and	
make	a	confrontation	and	you	can’t	retreat	or	something.	Or	you	are	making	
martyrs	out	of	them.	

David	Yellin‐	(Muffled).	

Sam	Weintraub‐	I	do	remember	that	he	did	not	want	to	go	for	that	contempt	but	
primarily	once	he	was	told	that	it,	he	had	to	go	for	the	contempt	he	then	made	a	
strong	pitch	about	not	putting	anybody	in	jail	and	can	we	ask	the	judge	not	too.	It	
was	at	this	point	that	Frank	Giannatti	said,	we	can’t	ask	the	judge	anything	that	is	his	
prerogative	we	are	offices	of	the	court.	Now	if	it	had	been	left	to	me,	because	of	my	
ignorance	of	this	kind	of	thing	I	probably	would	have	done	what	most	lawyers	
would	not	and	walked	in	his	chambers	and	said	look,	what	we	are	trying	to	do	is	
indicate	your	position	so	on	and	so	forth	but…	

Bill	Thomas‐	The	court’s	position?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah.	It	is	dignity	and	prerogatives	and	so	on	and	there	is	no	
respect	for	his	orders.	It	will	be	violated	in	the	future,	other	orders.	

David	Yellin‐	now	which	court	is	this	again?	This	is	chancery	court?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Chancery	court,	but	the	impotence	for	that	contempt	order	did	not	
stem	from	the	mayor,	did	not	stem	from	Giannatii	and	certainly	did	not	stem	from	
me,	it	came	form	another	source.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	that	is	where	yeah,	now	we	know	all	the	other	sources…	

Sam	Weintraub‐	I	am	not	going	to	answer	a	single	question	on	that	because	if	I	say	
yay	or	nay	you	will…	



David	Yellin‐		I	am	going	to	ask	you	something	around	it..	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Talk	to	somebody	who	is	not	involved	in	the	legal	actions,	like	
Frank	Miles.		

David	Yellin‐	Yeah	you	mentioned		this.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Because	he	knows	or	should	know.	

David	Yellin‐	It	would	seem	to	me,	is	it	because	now	does	the	person	have	anything	
to	gain.	Would	it	be	person	or	persons	or	an	entity.		I	mean	I	am	now	real	curious	to	
find	out	why,	what	your	relationship	that	is…..(muffled)	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Oh	the	pleadings	are	public.	The	record	itself	of	the	two	day	trial…	

David	Yellin‐	Is	not	unless	somebody	ordered	it?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Unless	somebody	ordered	it	and	I	am	certain	that	we	did,	I	don’t	
think	I	have	a	transcript,	I	have	a	transcript	of	something	I	think	it	was	an	affidavit.	I	
don’t	believe	I	have	a	transcription	of	the	file	itself.	

David	Yellin‐	The	city	would	have	had	it.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	The	city	had	it	I	am	sure.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Are	we	legally	allowed	to	ask	the	city,	or	is	this	a	special	favor?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	I	don’t	think	that	this	is,	I	would	think	that	this	is	a	public	record	
but	they	are	entitled	to	ask	you	to	pay	for	it	and	I	think	the	court	reporter	was…Do	
you	know	who	it	was?	

David	Yellin‐	Well	no,	there	were	a	couple	of	court	reporters	but	they	pay	for	it,	if	
they	have	tin	ad	the	city	want	to	lend	it	to	us	in	order	for	us	to	Xerox.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Well	what	I	am	saying	is	that	the	court	reporter	has	a	copy.	And	if	
this	is	a	(Tape	break)	

David	Yellin‐	March	4th	or	5th	something	like	that.		

Sam	Weintraub‐	I	remember	I	got	carried	away	in	that	trial	by	the	way.	Be	very	
frank	one	of	the	reasons	was	Sabella.	Sabella	is	the	I	was	going	to	say	old	style,	but	I	
don’t	know	if	it	is	old	style	or	what	but	he	is	a	bulldog	of	a	trial	lawyer.	He	is	not	to	
call	him	deft	would	be	apart	fro	the	truth,	he	is	not	deft	by	any	means	and	he	tears	
into	witnesses	and	frankly,	again	this	is	confidential	I	don’t	want	him	to	know,	but	
sometimes	he	does	his	client	a	disservice	when	he	cross	examines,	the	art	of	cross	
examination	is	kind	of	what	you	read	or	see	in	the	movies	and	everything	else.	It	is	
not	to	bull	nose	the	witness	and	to	terrorize	them	into	admitting	things	because	the	
way	to	do	it	is	to	almost	to	gain	his	confidence,	carry	on	a		conversation	and	make	
him	by	intelligent	questioning		make	hi	reveal	facts	which	he	doesn’t	know	he	is	
revealing.	One	fact	which	is	inconsistent	with	another	without	being	a	bulldozer	



about	it.	Ted	operates	by	making	the	witness	repeat	everything	the	direct	
questioner	has	asked	and	makes	it	sink	in	twice	as	strong.	He	asks	questions	like	
this,	do	you	mean	to	say	that	you	went	on	such	and	such	name	and	you	did	t	his,	yes.	
And	you	don’t	do	that	you	out	plank	the	guy	you	know	and	you….but	his	manner,	he	
was	made	from	the	every	first	day,	he	wouldn’t	talk	to	me	in	the	court	chambers	and	
I	had	never	seen	anything	like	it	and	of	course	he	has	a	Latin	temperament,	Ted	and	
he	is	known	far	and	wide	in	the	bar	here	that	he	can	get	away	with	things	in	courts.	
He	will	should	at	them,	anything	that	any	other	lawyer	would	find	ourselves	in	jail	
for	contempt	of	court,	he	will	argue	with	the	judge	and	you	can	almost	see	the	judge	
figuratively	patting	him	on	the	back	from	the	bench,	that’s	alright	Mr.	Sabella.	They	
know	him,	they	know	that	he	doesn’t	mean	it	and	all	that	kind	of	stuff	but	for	a	
moment	it	got	to	me	and	I	remember	at	one,	we	had	two	aborted	sessions	where	we	
appeared	and	Sabella	asked	for	on	the	27th	or	28th	whenever	we	appeared	to	try	the	
case	he	asked	for	more	time	you	know.	We	went	into	chambers	and	talked	to	the	
judge	about	time,	the	first	time	I	opened	my	mouth	he	told	me	to	shut	up	I	am	not	
talking	to	you	or	something	like	that.	Hoffman	had	to	sit	on	him,	he	said	now	look,	
gosh	darnit	if	the	lawyers	can’t	get	along	how	do	you	think	the	clients	are	going	to	
get	along.	He	didn’t	say	anything	but	he	wouldn’t	talk	to	me,	just	wouldn’t	talk	to	me.	
And	I	don’t	know	why	because	I	had	many	a	case	with	him	in	the	past	and	as	a	
matter	of	fact	I	always	had	a	lot	of	respect	of	him,	in	fact	I	recommended	him	to	the	
guild.	Inquiry	was	made	to	me	as	if	I	would	represent	them	and	I	after	several	days	
of	agitation	I	decided	that	I	couldn’t	and	I	suggested	Ted	and	I	recommended	several	
other,	I	am	sure	he	has	got	several	other	clients	because	(Muffled)	to	them.	
(muffled)	by	the	dozen	that	I	have	sent	to	him	but	always	had	a	lot	of	respect,	I	
always	knew	the	guy,	he	always	stood	for	his	principle	and	his	word	was	his	bond	
no	matter	how	much	he	ranted	or	raved,	but	this	really	got	me	I	was	really	offended.	
But	then	when	he	starts	he	is	a	very	aggressive	personality	and	from	the	first	day	he	
kept	talking	about	Weintraub’s	lawsuit	and	that	kind	of	stuff.	And	the	great	legal	
expert	Weintraub	says	so	and	so	your	honor	but	that	doesn’t	mean	that	is	the	fact,	
you	know	if	I	cite	a	case	or	something	like	that.	Certain	amount	of	Indian	to	
(muffled)	which	I	recognized.	He	when	he	left	the	board,	I	told	you	that	he	preceded	
me	as	director	of	the	board.,	When	he	left	he	board	he	left	to	represent	management	
and	that	is	where	the	money	is	you	see	and	he	didn’t	make	a	go	of	it	and	he	flopped	
back	into	representing	unions.	His	first	clients	were	management.	And	he	still	
represents	a	company	now	and	then	and	I	could	tell	you	a	little	sideline	about	that	
but	he	didn’t	make	a	go	of	it	and	when	I	left,	I	starved	to	death	for	about	3	years	but	
finally	I	got	to	the	point	where	I	was	doing	pretty	well	and	I	think	I	have	the	biggest	
practice	management	wise	in	this	areas	and	I	think	it	has	gotten	to	him.	It	is	a	little	
bit	of	that	and	I	can	understand	that	but	it	just	got	my	goat	and	so	I	start	reacting	
which	I	normally	don’t	do	it	and	I	remember	coming	home	and	telling	Esther.	I	
wanted	to	go	in	and	underplay	it	as	much	as	possible.	I	certainly	didn’t	want	to	put	
these	people	in	jail	if	I	could		help	it	in	fact	I	had	wanted	to	go	in	and	talk	to	the	judge	
and	I	was	over	ruled.	In	fact,	I	talked	with	Frank	Miles	about	trying	to	get	him	to	go	
into	the	judge	and	say	look	we	don’t	want	that	stuff,	just	he	fight,.	And	my	god	I	
fought	that	case	like	a	prosecutor,	like	a	DA	in	the	movies,	I	hammered	home	and	as	
I	was	going	I	said	be	quiet	you	know.	And	he	get	up	and	argue	a	point	and	I	would	



fight	him	back	and	that	sort	of	thing	and	by	the	time	I	finally	got	through	and	just	
out	of	reaction	to	it	but	I	did	fight	pretty	hard	on	that,	except	when	it	came	to	Jerry	
Worth.	I	had	a	lot	of	respect	for	Jerry	and	he,	and	I	treated	him	like	the	gentlemen		
he	is	and	I	mean	it	was	like	two	old	friends	when	I	cross	examined	him,.	Of	course	he	
was	acting	the	role	too,	he	had	the	greatest	respect	for	mayor	Lobe.		

David	Yellin‐	Yes,	yes,	yes.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	He	gave	him	all	due	credit,	the	mayor	did	say	this	and	he	did	say	
this,	and	he	always	disagreed	but	he	never	called	him	any	names	and	the	mayor	
handled	him	the	same	way	in	his	own	testimony.	

David	Yellin‐	Now	the	mayor	testified	too?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Oh	yes.	And	both	were	scraping	the	ground.	

David	Yellin‐	My	worthy	opponent	and	the	honorable	gentlemen.,	

Sam	Weintraub‐	And	I	think	they	probably	do	have	a	kind	of	grudging	respect	for	
each	other	I	don’t	know.	

Bill	Thomas‐	How	about	that	same	counter	play	between	Champa	and	the	mayor.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Champa	didn’t	get	on	the	stand.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Oh	he	didn’t	I	see.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	They	only	introduced	two	witnesses	I	believe,	and	one	was	a	rank	
and	file	man	and	the	other	was	Jerry	Worth.	Now	Champa	is	on	the	record	there	
because	while	I	was	questioning	Worth	and	I	think	trying	to	show	a	tie	between	the	
local	and	the	international,	I	asked	who	was	paying	T.O.	Jones	and	the	international	
was	paying	them,	which	makes	it	more	than	the	usual	situation	of	an	autonomous	
local.		

David	Yellin‐	Comes	from	way	back.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah	it	makes	him	more	of	an	agent	of	the	international	you	see	
and	if	he	acted	then	he	might	be	binding	the	international	as	well.		So	I	asked	him	
who	was	paying	him,	and	he	said	until	they	got	on	their	feet	they	were	subsidizing	
and	that	sort	of	thing,.	And	I	asked		him	how	much	and	he	said	I	don’t	know,	
probably	somewhere	around	4	or	500	dollars	a	month	and	Mr.	Champa	would	know	
and	Mr.	Champa	was	sitting	in	the	back	of	the	room	and	so	he	looked	at	him	and	said	
you	know.	So	I	asked	the	court’s	permission,	or	he	asked	the	court’s	permission	to	
ask	one	of	us	and	so	Champa	stood	up	in	the	back	and	it	was	not	really	Champa	
testifying	he	was	helping	Jerry,	he	was	telling	him	how	much	and	so	on	and	he	
explained	it.	So	Champa	did	get	on	the	record	but	that	is	as	far	as	he	got.		

Bill	Thomas‐	Do	you	remember	what	he	said?	



Sam	Weintraub‐	He	said	that,	we	were	paying	him,	gee	I	don’t	know,	it	could	be	
anywhere	from	3	to	500	dollars	a	month.	I	remember	it	was	lower	than	I	thought	it	
would	be	plus	automobile	allowance	and	I	think	plus	some	other	expenses	but	I	
don’t	recall.	I	can’t	recall	if	it	was	3	or	4	or	5	hundred	but	it	was	not	high.	Anyways	
we	tried	the	case	over	a	period	of	two	days	and	at	the	end	of	the	case	Hoffman	found	
them	guilty	of	contempt.	Then	at	the	end	there	was	a	question	of	some	of	these	
stewards	who	were	sort	of	on	the	fringes	of	this	thing	and	we	sort	of	entered	into	
the	union,	wanted	to	dismiss	it	all	but	we	entered	in	getting	only	those	responsible.	
Not	some	pawns	like	stewards	who	went	along	and	so	one	by	one	we	agreed	to	
dismiss	all	the	stewards	one	by	one,	there	must	have	been	20	people	charged	and	
we	dismissed	them	all	except	6.	

David	Yellin‐	Except	6	stewards	or	except	6	people?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	6	people.	And	that	was	Worth	and	Champa	and	Lucie	and	Epps	and	
Jones	and	one	other	probable,	probably	one	other	international.	And	I	think	two	
other	people	who	were	involved	in	some	violence	or	something	but	I	really	don’t	
recall.	It	seems	to	me	now	that	we	even	waived	that	thing	but	I	don’t	know.	But	
anyway	I	was	kind	of	surprised,	it	was	obviously	when	right	along	the	court	felt	that	
there	must	have	been	a	violation	all	along	and	he	gave	them	the	ten	days	in	jail,	
which	is	the	limit	under	the	law	that	he	can	give	them.	There	was	some	question	
about	that	some	people	think	you	can	and	some	people	think	you	can	keep	them	in	
jail	until	they	p[urge	their	contempt.	Anyway	they	gave	them	ten	days	and	unless	
they	purge	themselves	in	the	meantime.	Now	I	didn’t	hear	all	of	that	and	I	didn’t	see	
he	record	afterwards.	The	newspapers	later	said	that	he	gave	them	ten	minutes	to	
purge	themselves,	lest	in	the	next	ten	minutes	or	so.			

David	Yellin‐	And	how	do	you	purge	yourself?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	By	ending	the	strike,	calling	of	the	strike.	

David	Yellin‐	Not	by...oh	I	see.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	To	[purge	the	contempt	you	see.	Calling	off	the	strike.	I	will	never	
forget	the	shock	I	had	when	the	authority	went	into	action	at	that	moment	when	he	
pronounced	that	sentence.	There	were	some	sheriffs	deputies	hanging	around	the	
room	who	performed	the	function	of	assisting	the	court	you	know	they	passed	
paper,	you	are	not	supposed	to	hand	things	directly	to	the	court,	or	they	called	
witnesses	in	and	that…the	moment	he	pronounced	the	sentence	the	majesty	of	the	
law,	law	and	order	took	over	and	I	will	never	forget	it	was	such	a	shock,	these	were	
citizen’s	with	families,	these	6	people,	we	had	no,	and	certainly	I	had	no,	and	I	don’t	
think	anybody	else	had	any	particular	axes,	personal	axes	to	grind	against	them	and	
these	burly	minions	of	the	law	just	reached	down	for	them	and	took	them	by	the	
arm	and	shuffle	them	out	of	the	court	like	common	criminals.	I	thought	my	god.	

David	Yellin‐	Where	were	they	taking	them?	



Sam	Weintraub‐	Into	the	witness	room,	they	are	in	jail	now,	they	are	under	courts	
order	now,	until	an	appeal	is	made.	Of	course	within	the	next	15	minutes	or	10	
minutes	Sabella	he	made	a	request	to	stay	it	until	an	appeal	and	it	was	granted.	Well	
there	was	a	big	question	about	that.	

David	Yellin‐	Was	the	mayor	there	and	everybody	involved?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Oh	yeah	the	mayor	sat	through	the	entire	proceeding,	two	days.	

David	Yellin‐	And	he	saw	all	this?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	He	saw	all	this	and	it	was	quite	a	shock	for	me	and	I	haven’t	gotten	
over	it	yet.	But	anyway	they	grabbed	hold	of	him	and	instead	of	Jerry	Worth	and	
Jesse	Epps	and	Champa	these	were	common	criminals	now	being	(muffled).	

David	Yellin‐	Was	there	any	reaction	that	they	had	that	you	saw?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	I	don’t	think	so,	they	didn’t	show	any.	Jerry	had	a	reaction	during	a	
recess,	in	the	trial.	I	found	myself,	we	were	out	in	the	car	and	I	found	myself	facing	
him	and	I	don’t	think	I	had	met	him	before	then.	And	he	said,	you	know	I	don’t	want	
to	go	to	jail.	I	forgot	how	I	said	it,	it	is	an	inconvenience.	I	couldn’t	help	reacting	to	
that	well	that	is	kind	of	an	understatement.	He	said	no,	I	have	got	a	desk	piled	high	
and	he	meant	it	apparently.	I	don’t	think	he	was	concerned	about	going	to	jail	I	don’t	
think,	I	don’t	know.	And	he	said	I	have	got	a	desk	piled	high	and	boy	this	business	
down	here	is	wrecking	my	business	you	know.	And	I	don’t	want	to	go	to	jail	and	I	
muttered	something	like	well	I	don’t	think	anybody	wants	to	put	you	in	jail	or	
something	like	that.	I	knew	I	said	the	wrong	thing	when	I	had	said	it	because	I	knew	
it	would	lead	to	another	question.	Well	he	said,	then	why	did	you	file	it?		And	then	at	
this	point	I	for	the	same	reason	I	couldn’t	say	anything	to	you,	I	mumbled	something	
to	him	which	must	have	sounded	awful	silly	to	him	and	hypocritical		and	everything	
else,	but	he	took	it	pleasantly	and	but	he	said,	he	said,	then	why	did	you	file	it	and	I	
mumbled	it.	He	said	(muffled).	Do	you	know	what	that	means?	

David	Yellin‐	No	what	does	(muffled),	I	should	know	what	that	means.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	It	is	a	Jewish	expression	or	Hebrew	I	don’t	know.	It	means	more	
than	a	literal	translation,	justice.	It	is	the	core	of	Judaism	I	mean	justice	and	Jerry	is	
Jewish	you	know	I	don’t	know	if	you	knew	it.	And	he	says	(muffled),	it	means	
ultimate	justice	under	god.	He	says	(muffled)	he	smiled	when	he	said	it	but	he	
wasn’t	bitter	or	anything	like	that	but	boy	I	couldn’t	tell	him,	I	couldn’t	say	it.	But	
anyway	that	was	the	only	time	that	any	expression	or	reaction	that	I	could	say.	

David	Yellin‐	(muffled).	

Sam	Weintraub‐	But	I	do	remember	as	a	comment	I	thought	to	myself	boy	their	
wives	and	family	and	everything	else,	just	wrenched	out	of	society	and	put	into	jail.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Why	do	you	think	this	happened?	This	wouldn’t	be	normal?	



Sam	Weintraub‐	No	this	is	normal.	Yeah…	

David	Yellin‐	(muffled)	

Sam	Weintraub‐	When	anyone	is	convicted	of	some	thing	that	puts	him	in	jail,	boom,	
in	a	criminal	case,	same	thing	as	in	a	criminal	case.		As	soon	as	the	judge	convicts	a	
man	and	says	you	are	sentenced	to	ten	years	they	grab	him.	Up	until	then	he	sits	in	
the	witness	dock	as	a	free	citizen.	The	moment	the	sentence	is	pronounced	they	
reach	for	him	and	take	him	away	and	that	is	it.	This	is	not	abnormal	but	it	still	was	
shocking.	And	then	there	was	a	question	if	they	could	appeal	in	a	contempt	action.	

David	Yellin‐	You	mean	right	then	too.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah,	big	question	and	frank	Giannatti	went	out	to	look	up	the	law.	
Hoffman	we	had	a	little	conference	in	his	chambers	about	whether	the	sentence	
could	be	stayed	in	this	kind	of	proceeding,	the	judge	didn’t	know	and	no	one	knew.	
Frank	went	off	to	check	the	law	quick,	down	a	the	law	library	in	the	court	house	and	
I	went	into	judge’s	chambers	with	Beauford	and	what’s	his	name,	Sabella.	And	
waiting	for	Frank	and	sort	of	discussing	it	and	they	were,	felt	that	Beauford	
remembered	some	case	a	few	years	ago	where	he	thought	this	had	happened,	he	
had	made	the	request	for	the	stay	by	the	way,	he	is	more	lawyer	than	Sabella	or	me	
for	that	matter.	He	is	a	general	attorney	and	Sabella	brought	him	in	to	handle	strictly	
the	legal	aspects	of	it.	And	he	recalled	this	thing	and	I	remember	turning	to	the	
Chancellor	and	saying	Chancellor	if	there	is	anyway	you	can	stay	it	I	think	you	ought	
to	do	it.	I	can’t	believe,	at	least	stay	them	until	we	determine	otherwise	and	this	is	
what	the	final	decision	was.	Frank	came	back	and	he	found	some	reference,	not	the	
case	but	a	reference	to	the	case,	the	same	case	that	Beauford	was	talking	about	
which	seemed	to	indicate	that	you	could	stay	it.	And	so	on	that	basis	judge	said	well,	
let’s	leave	it	that	way	and	if	anybody	ever	finds	out	otherwise	then	let	me	know	and	
nobody	ever	told	him	otherwise,	so	they	are	out	now	until	the	appeal.	Until	the	
appeal	is	over	rules.	

Bill	Thomas‐	And	of	course	that	case	is	still	hanging.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah	and	by	the	way	an	interesting	sideline	for	you	on	the	
contempt.	One	of	the	reasons	labor	relations	wise	it	would	be	bad	to	put	them	in	jail	
and	one	of	the	reasons	why	labor	relations	wise	it	is	bad	to	have	the	contempt	as	a	
matter	of	fact	was	that	they	were	fast,	the	union	was	fast	becoming	prisoners	of	
the…	

David	Yellin‐	Black	ministers?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	The	black	ministers	and	the	black	and	their	muttering	already	
some	statements	that	they	were	going	to	be	sold	down	the	river	by	the	union.	If	you	
put	them	in	jail	you	see	or	if	you	settle	with	a	contempt	action	brewing	it	then	there	
suspect	of	settling	the	case,	or	settling	the	strike	in	order	to	avoid	going	to	jail	and	
this	is	the	problem,	it	tied	there	hands	from	then	on	this	is	the	problem.	And	I	
remember	Tuesday	was	the	trial	and	I	called,	I	called	Frank	Miles	over	to	my	house	



on	Sunday,	ostensibly	to	play	shuffleboard.	I	love	to	play	shuffleboard	and	I	have	a	
court	there	and	I	have	had	Frank	over	here	a	number	of	times.	But	I	beat	him	over	
the	head	for	3	or	4	hours.	I	had	other	people	here	but	I	kept	talking	to	him	that	was	
all	we	talked	about.	And	he	had	lost	spirit	in	the	thing,	I	said	god	damnit	we	are	
going	into	a	contempt	action	and	these	guys	are	going	to	jail	and	we	are	through	at	
that	point.	This	thing	will	never	end.	I	said	is	anything	going	on,	I	didn’t	know	what	
was	going	on,	I	was	supposed	to	be	representing	the	city	but	I	didn’t,	I	was	only	on	
the	litigation	end.	I	said	is	anything	going	on,	and	he	said	no	nothing	as	far	as	I	know.	
I	said	you	know	we	have	this	god	damn	contempt	Tuesday	we	have	got	to	do	
something	and	he	was	sort	of….but	when	he	got	out	of	here	when	he	left	here,	I	had	
put	the	needle	in	him	,	he	went	like	an	arrow	to	the	telephone	when	he	got	home	
and	he	called	several	people	and	I	called	Ned	Cook	that	night	and	I	asked	him	the	
same	question,	I	thought	maybe	Frank	didn’t	know,	is	anything	going	on.	And	he	
said	not	as	far	as	I	know.	I	said	Ned	god	damnit,	I	said	the	same	thing,	something	has	
got	to	happen.	Because	the	die	is	going	to	be	cast	and	the	point	of	no	return	once	we	
get	into	this	contempt.	So	Frank	began	to	talk	to	several	people	and	then	something	
emerged	that	day	and	the	next	day,.	They	were	discussing	some	paper	or	something.	
And	I	remember	5:00	that	next	day	on	Monday,	I	was	still	preparing	for	the	trial	the	
next	day.	

David	Yellin‐	That	would	be	March	4th.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Monday?	I	don’t	know.	It	was	the	day	before	the	trial.	

David	Yellin‐	The	day	before	would	be	March	4th.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	And	I	remember	calling	the	mayor	at	5:00…(tape	break)….I	said	
how	are	things	going	and	maybe	to	try	a	little	bit	to	encourage	that	effort.	To	work	
something	out.	And	I	remember	sometime	earlier,	I	think	it	was	earlier	than	that.	
Ned	cook	had	called	me	over	the	phone	and	they	had	some	kind	of	a	document.	That	
is	not	that	weekend	but	maybe	a	week	or	two	earlier	than	that.	Ned	Cook,	some	
letter	that	was	to	be	exchanged	or	something	and	he	read	it	to	me	over	the	phone	
and	if	I	thought	there	was	anything	wrong	with	it	as	far	as	the	legal	action	did	we	
have	a	right	to	do	it	and	I	told	them	no,	I	might	have	helped	them	with	a	word	or	two	
at	that	point,	but	I	got	pretty	hopeful	at	that	point.	But	that	broke	down	but	at	this	
time	I	was	hoping	that	maybe	they	were	getting	further	along	and	maybe	it	would	
work	you	see.	So	I	called	about	5	to	see	if	I	could	lend	anything,	you	know	maybe	if	
there	were	hung	up	on	a	word	or	two	maybe	I	could	help	them	out.	Say	well	oh	heck	
forget	that	word	it	doesn’t	mean	anything	or	something	like	that.	But	I	called	the	
office	and	Mark	King	answered	and	he	said	the	mayor	is	surrounded,	I	mean	he	has	
got	that	group	in	there.	I	said	Caywood	and	them,	and	he	said	yeah,	I	said	well	fine,	
just	let	me	get	through	to	him	for	a	minute	to	the	mayor.	And	he	putt	he	mayor	on	
and	by	the	time….when	I	got	on	he	said	Sam	I	am	busy	what	you	got	on	your	mind.	I	
couldn’t	say	anything	really,	I	said	well	look	I	am	still	going	ahead	preparing	for	trial,	
I	am	hoping	that	it	maybe	won’t	be	necessary	now	you	tell	me,	do	I	continue	to	
prepare	or	not	and	he	said	you	better	continue.	That	is	what	he	said	and	he	said,	he	
left	the	door	open	you	know	like	maybe	but	you	better	continue	or	something	like	



that,	you	better	keep	preparing.	They	hadn’t	reached	the	point	where	it	was	yay	or	
nay	then	and	so	the	next	day	we	went	to	trial,	we	had	the	trial.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Is	it	fair	to	ask	you	that	very	easily	out	of	that	meeting,	a	decision	could	
have	come	from	the	mayor	in	which	he	could	have	told	you	no,	don’t	prepare	or	
there	is	no	need	too?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah,	if	they	had	reached	a	mutual	agreement	on	the	form	of	a	
settlement	or	something.	This	is	what	I	assumed	they	were	working	on.	That	was	
what	I	meant,	they	were	working	something	out	and	what	I	was	really	trying	to	find	
out	if	he	wasn’t	surrounded	like	that	I	would	have	gotten	into	it,	into	what	they	were	
doing	and	the		language	and	everything	else.	But	I	couldn’t.	

David	Yellin‐	That	was	the	arrangement	between	the	council	and	the	mayor.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah	and	but	the	impression….I	knew	they	were	working	on	
something	and	the	impression	I	got	from	hi	was	that	at	this	point	it	hasn’t	worked	
out.	So	continue	to	prepare.	In	other	words	he	didn’t	close	the	door,	I	don’t	know	
what	words	he	used	but	he	implied	that	they	were	still	talking	but	in	the	meantime	
keep	going.	Now	again	I	don’t	want	to	imply	either	that	he	felt	there	was	a	good	
chance,	I	don’t	know.		All	I	know	was	that…	

Bill	Thomas‐	He	didn’t	close	the	door.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah	he	didn’t	close	the	door.		

David	Yellin‐	Now	when	you	finished	the	contempt,	did	that	finish	you?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	More	or	less.	The	only	other	thing	that	I	was	involved	in	was	there	
was	some	question	as	to	whether	subsequent	to	that,	now	I	forgot	when	but	they	
began	to	meet	with	the	union,	it	must	have	been	after	the	assassination.	(Muffled)	
There	was	a	big	heavy	snow	one	day.	

David	Yellin‐	The	heavy	snow	was	the	day	that	they	decided	to	go	into	arbitration	
and	have	Frank	miles.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Negotiations,	mediation	you	mean.	

David	Yellin‐	Mediation.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Oh	well	then….	

David	Yellin‐	That	is	the	22nd	of	March	and	then	so	on.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah,	and	I	remember	the	big	snow	and	that	is	the	day	the	mayor	
went	out	and	gave	this	picket	a	cup	of	coffee,	he	was	the	sole	picketer	that	showed	
up.	I	was	in	his	office	that	say	and	it	was	a	question	of	who	would	represent	the	
mayor,	the	city.	And	he	didn’t	know	whether	he	would	have	just	city	officials,	or	city	
related	people	like	Giannati,	Pruitt	who	was	represented	for	parks.		All,	Manere	who	
represents	airport	commission	and	Hallie	and	so	on.	And	he	called	me	at	home	that	



night	or	the	next	night	from	his	telephone,	car	radio.	And	told	me	that	he	had	
decided	to	use	city	officials	and	that	this	was	a	city	matter	and	we	are	going	to	limit	
it	to	that.	

David	Yellin‐	And	he	sued	Tom	Todd	too,	now	did	he…	

Sam	Weintraub‐	He	got	in	there	later,	the	original,	of	course	Tom	was	a	councilmen	
and	had	some	official	status	then	but	the	things	broke	down	afterwards	but	these	
were	the	original	elements.		

David	Yellin‐	Then	selecting	these	people	were	you…	

Sam	Weintraub‐	If	you	will	cut	this	off	please	(tape	break).	

Bill	Thomas‐	You	touched	on	one	question	that	we	went	over…	

David	Yellin‐	You	know	we	are	one	again.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Because	of	the	confusion….but	did	it	occur	to	anybody	or	was	this	a	
factor	in	getting	the	injunction	that	this	would	really	solidify	the	mayor’s	position	
that	he	could	not	talk	to	the	other	side	because	not	it	was	blatantly,	openly,	publicly	
illegal?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	It	is	possible.	If	that	was	so,	as	something	of	an	outsider	I	wouldn’t	
have	been	told	this.	I	don’t	remember	any	discussion	of	this.	I	do	remember	that	as	
soon	as	the	injunction		was	gotten.	Somebody	said	now	you	cannot	talk	about	this	or	
whether	it	was…I	think	the	mayor	was	going	to	issue	a	statement	or	something	and	I	
believe	it	was	Giannati	who	I	said	he	is	all	lawyer	and	is	an	officer	of	the	court	and	
he	says	if	anybody	asks	you	any	questions	now	you	can’t	talk	about	it.	You	are	under	
orders	of	the	court	you	know	that	sort	of	thing.	Whether	it	was	calculated	as	advice	
to	keep	him	from	talking	I	don’t	know.	

Bill	Thomas‐	I	didn’t	meant	hat,	I	didn’t	mean	that	I	think	we	have	got	the	
impression	by	talking	to	a	number	of	people	that	perhaps	mayor	Lobe	did	not	
realize	that	this	might	cut	him	off	from	talking	and	really	put	him	in	a	position	of	not	
being	able	to	talk	to	the	other	side	because	they	were	acting	illegally	which	he	stated	
several	times.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah	it	could	be	of	course,	he	already	was	in	that	position	it	was	a	
“illegal	strike”	and	so	this	is	one	of	the	reasons	he	couldn’t	negotiate	with	them	and	
so	to	speak	and	all	of	that.	I	remember	another	question	came	up	of	contempt,	could	
you	talk	to	him	after	the	contempt.	After	they	were	found	in	contempt,	if	you	
remember	the	meetings	were	set	up	and	the	first	day	of	the	meeting	out	of	a	clear	
blue	sky	they	had	set	it	up	on	this	Saturday	I	think	it	was,	Giannatti	was	home	sick	
and	about	9:00	they	touched	base	and	they	were	going	to	meet	with	him	at	10:00,	or	
at	the	union	at	10:00.	The	committees	had	been	set	up	4	and	4	and	just	to	touch	base	
as	I	understood	later	they	called	Giannatti	and	I	guess	Giannatti	I	guess	as	public	



knowledge	said	you	can’t,	they	are	in	contempt,	I	mean	how	could	you	do	that.	That	
upset	the	apple	cart.	I	wasn’t	consulted	that	time	and	this	is	one	time	where	I	was	
well	the	word	is	furious,	when	I	heard	about	it	afterwards.	Myron	Hallie	called	me,	
he	caught	me	at	the	airport,	5:00	just	coming	in	from	somewhere	or	seeing	
somebody	off	I	have	forgotten	what	it	was,	Anyway	I	called	my	office,	I	called	my	
answering	service	or	something,	it	must’ve	been	a	Friday,	I	don’t	know,	anyway,	
called	someone	or	called	home	I	guess	and	they	told	me	that	Myron	Hallie	was	
trying	to	reach	me	and	I	called	Hallie,	Myron	told	me	what	had	happened	and	I	
didn’t	know	this.	I	hadn’t	read	the	newspapers	or	anything	and	I	said	my	god	you	set	
up	the	committees	to	talk	with	them,	and	then	at	the	last	minute	you	tell	them	you	
can’t?	It	is	crazy.	Even	if	you	are	right	it	is	too	late.		You	know.	This	would	rub	the	
wounds	even	rawer,	much	rawer	than	they	were.	And	they	called	me	in	the	next	day	
we	worked	all	day	Sunday	on	a		petition	for	clarification.	I	know	I	talked	with	Frank	
Miles	Saturday	night	and	Jerry	Blanchard	and	they	urged	me	to	talk	to	Frank	
Giannatti	and	I	did	call	Frank	that	night	and	he	re‐affirmed	his	position.	And	I	said	
Frank	we	do	this	all	the	time,	get	an	injunction	and	then	keep	talking	to	them	how	
are	you	going	to	settle	it	otherwise.	Not	after	contempt,	they	have	been	sentenced.	It	
is	like	dealing	with	someone	who	has	been	put	in	jail	and	now	he	wants	to	talk	with	
you	to	make	you	a	deal	to	get	out	of	jail	or	something	you	know.	This	was	his	
experience	as	a	district	attorney	you	see.		I	said	that	maybe	be	so	but	practically	
speaking	this	happens	in	labor	relations	all	the	time.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Well	Sam	really	legally	could	they	have	talked?	

Sam	Weintraub‐		I	don’t	know	I	ma	not	that	much	of	a	lawyer,	Bill,	and	I	puzzle	over	
that	and	I	was	acting	pragmatically	as	a	labor	man.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Practically	I	don’t	think	there	is	any	doubt	they	could	have	talked.	And	
if	you	are	going	to	settle	the	darn	thing	that	is	the	way	to	do	it.	Legally	there	is	some,	
I	have	discussed	this	with	a	number	of	lawyers	and	there	is	some	justification	for	his	
position.	The	more	lawyer	you	are	the	more	you	think	that	way,	and	again	it	gets	
back	to	the	feeling	that	he	was	an	officer	of	the	court,	This	court	had	found	them	in	
contempt	of	its	order	and	then	we	were	and	he	used	the	word	that	we	are	in	
contempt	of	the	court	if	we	start	talking	to	them.	

David	Yellin‐	(Muffled).	

Sam	Weintraub‐	They	slapped	the	court	in	the	face	you	see	and	part	of	the	evidence	
that	we	used	to	establish	that	they	were	in	contempt	was	that	they	were	continuing	
to	try	to	get	concessions	from	the	city	using	the	strike	and	here	they	were	doing	it	
again	and	we		were	compounding	it	by	joining	in	with	the	conspiracy	more	or	less.	

David	Yellin‐	Well	teacher	can	I	ask	a	question	and	that	is	that	the	only	way	they	can	
get	out	of	contempt	is	to	purge	themselves	and	the	only	way	they	can	purge	
themselves	is	to	settle	the	strike.,	

Sam	Weintraub‐	End	the	strike.,	



David	Yellin‐	End	the	strike.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Not	settle,		end	it	period.	

David	Yellin‐	Don’t	they	have	a	legitimate	right	to	talk	to	the	other	party	that	we	will	
end	it	if	you	tell	us	what	this	means	and	so	on.		

Sam	Weintraub‐	Not	legally.	

David	Yellin‐	They	can’t	even	talk	to	the	people	again,	we	want	to	end	it	can	you	tell	
us	a	few	things…	

Sam	Weintraub‐	That’s	using	an	illegal	device.	Put	the	kidnap	the	girl	and	then	talk	
and	now	start	talking	with	us	and	we	will	settle	it	give	us,	well	you	don’t	want	to	
give	us	$200,000	then	give	us	$100,000.	

David	Yellin‐	Yeah	district	attorney	does	this	all	the	time,	saying	you	turn	state’s	
evidence.	B	

Sam	Weintraub‐	No	but	strictly	speaking	if	that	strike	was	illegal,	if	that	strike,	if	
they	were	in	contempt	strictly	speaking	they	are	obligation	was	to	end	it	and	then	
sit	down	and	talk.	Not	to	end	it	on	their	terms	because	that	was	the	purpose	of	the	
illegal	strike	in	the	first	place	was	to	get	certain	concessions,	this	rather	than	this.	15	
rather	than	10	or	whatever	it	was,	recognition	rather	than	something	else.	And	their	
obligation	was	to	disregard	the	merits	of	their	grievances	and	go	back	to	work.	They	
shouldn’t	have	pulled	out	in	spite	of	their	grievances	and	they	have	to	go	back.	

David	Yellin‐	Of	course	the	city	was	on	contempt	already	because	they	agreed	to	
mediate.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yes.	

David	Yellin‐	They	did	it	publicly,	they	did	It	in	the	newspapers…	

Sam	Weintraub‐	This	is	why	I	felt	as	you	do	that	obviously	even	if	you	are	right	you	
are	wrong	at	this	thing.	

David	Yellin‐	So	that	when	the	union	came	to	sit	with	them	the	city	said	no	we	are	
not	supposed	to	be	here.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	I	think	that….I	don’t	know	I	wasn’t	there	at	the	time	that	morning	
but	I	think	there	real	position	was	that	they	didn’t	want	to	meet	with	these	three	
people	the	people	that	were	facing	were	under	the	order	of	the	court.	If	they	had	
sent	in	4	others	maybe	who	were	not	in	contempt	maybe	they.,.	I	don’t	think	
Giannatti	would	have	haggled	about	it.	I	do	remember	discussing	and	I	said	you	
know	the	union	has	the	intent	as	well	as	the	individuals	and	anybody	they	send	over	
you	can’t	talk	with	under	this	theory	but	it	turned	out	the	court	did	not	put	the	
union	in	contempt,	I	thought		they	had,		they	only	specific	individuals.	Usually	they	
define	the	union	as	well.	



David	Yellin‐	It	is	a	good	union	that	could	have	a	battery	of	people	who	are	able	to	
do	all	this	talking	and	if	they	take	their	best	people	away	then	they	put	in	the	second	
team.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	To	be	fair	and	honest	about	it	Frank’s,	Frank	Giannatti	was	acting	
out	of	honest	conviction.	

David	Yellin‐	Yes,	he	is	a…	

Sam	Weintraub‐	He	is	not	100%	a	lawyer	but	every	inch	of	him	is	lawyer.	

David	Yellin‐	But	why	didn’t	he	act	before?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	He	was	sick	and	he	had	not	been	consulted,	because	I	asked	the	
same	thing.	

David	Yellin‐	I	see.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	He	was	and	Myron	told	me	that	we	didn’t	consult	him,	I	talked	with	
Frank	about	it	afterwards	or	on	this	telephone	call	and	I	said	this	same	question.	He	
said	I	indicated	several	days	before	that	they	ought	to	meet	with	them	and	I	didn’t	
know	they	were	going	to	enjoin	them	and	he	was	sick	all	week	you	se	and	then	at	
the	last	minute	at	9:00	that	morning	they	are	touching	base	with	him.	Not	expecting	
this	bomb	shell	and	they	were	ready	an	hour	later	to	go	in	and	what,	actually	if	they	
had	any	professional	there	he	would	have	told	them	look,	alright	you	don’t	feel	you	
can	meet	right	now	put	them	off	for	a	couple	of	hours,	tell	them	somebody	got	sick	
or	some	damn	thing.	Don’t	raise	the	issue	because	that	killed	the	goo	faith	and	
everything	else	and	Frank	had	told	them	to	do	this.	

David	Yellin‐	They	had	a	guy	legitimately	sick.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah,	or	they	were	still	working	on	policy	or	something,	I	have	
done	this	many	times	when	I	am	not	ready.	

David	Yellin‐	They	are	still	trying	to	tell	the	city	the	snow	was	too	much	for	them.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah,	something	they	should	have	done	but	again	I	think	they	were	
acting	honestly,	the	mayor	wanted	to	meet,	this	I	know	because	I	talked	with	him	
the	next	day,	he	wanted	to	meet,	everybody	wanted	to	meet	except	Frank	Giannatti	
and	he	is	the	city	attorney.	And	as	the	mayor	said	he	said	he	is	my	attorney	I	have	
got	to	listen	to	him	but	he	certainly…	

David	Yellin‐	Of	course	that	is	the	same	mayor	that	said	I	am	my	own	man	but	that	
is…	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah.		

David	Yellin‐	(muffled).	



Sam	Weintraub‐	Of	course	some	fantasy	was	saying	about	to	people	like	Armstrong	
and….	

David	Yellin‐	Giannatti..	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Well	Giannatti	was	there	yeah	but	mainly	to	people	who	are	giving	
him	advice,	not	legal	advice	but	advice	on	tactics	and	how	to	go	you	know.	I	
disagreed	with	him	enough	too…	

David	Yellin‐	You	can	either	do	this	on	or	off,	when	you	disagreed	with	the	mayor,	
you	disagreed	with	him	on	what?	On	these	points	you	have	mentioned	or	his	whole	
approach	to…	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Well,	I…I	say	I	disagree	with	him,	by	that	I	don’t	mean	that	I	was	
ever	involved	in	any	discussions	as	to	whether	or	not	to	meet	with	him,	whether	or	
not	he	could	talk	to	him,	whether	or	not	they	should	give	them	the	check	off	or	
whether	or	not	they	should	recognize	them,	never	had	that	opportunity.	I	put	in	a	
couple	of	calls	for	him	and	in	each	case	it	was	almost	presumptuous.	A	lawyer	
doesn’t	get	involved	in	anything	except	what	he	is	retained	for.	When	I	say	disagree	
with	him,	privately	I	felt.	Now	I	did	encourage,	I	did	come	over	and	see	him	one	day	
asking	him	for	an	appointment,	I	really	just	pushed	my	way	in	there	and	I	thought	
things	were	just	getting	out	of	hand	and	I	suggested	that	one	mediation.	Two,	oh	on	
this	check	off,	I	knew	how	strong	he	felt	about	check	off	and	I	knew	there	wasn’t	a	
chance	in	the	world	of	changing	his	mind	on	check	off.	When	I	said	there	was	steel	in	
him,	I	knew	that	and	a	labor	professional	deals	with	reality,	he	doesn’t	try	to	change	
anybody	but	I	felt	I	could	influence	him	about	the	check	of	in	a	different	direction.	I	
had	just	read	that,	now	I	got	it	from	a	fellow	mediator.	I	was	involved	in	some	
mediation	of	some	case	and	one	of	the	mediators	over	there	we	got	to	talking	about	
this	thing	and	he	said	he	had	suggested	that,	in	fact	I	talked	with	him	whether	they	
could	get	in	to	mediate	it	you	see.	It	was	Dick	Dean,	mediator,	said	I	think	we	have	
around	the	country	here	and	there,	we	couldn’t	on	our	own	initiative	we	would	have	
to	call	Bill	Pierce	our	regional	director	and	see	if	we	could.	But	then	we	got	to	talking	
about	him	and	he	said	that	he	said	you	know	that	I	might	consider	you	as	if	I	was	the	
mayor’s	right	hand	or	the	city	might	consider	I	don’t	know,	what	we	did	I	Colorado,	
or	what	is	being	done	in	Colorado.	There	they	have	a	law	which	provides	for	a	union	
shop,	which	is	outlawed	in	Tennessee.	A	union	shop	means	everybody	has	to	be	a	
member	after	a	certain	amount	of	time,	30	days.	Providing	75%	of	the	member	ship	
of	the	employees	vote	for	it.	I	though	maybe	this	is	a	nice	face	saving	device	for	
everybody	to	settle	this	issue,	the	mayor	was	committed	to	it	and	there	is	one	thing	
in	labor	relations	once	you	paint	yourself	into	a	corner	and	you	are	committed	it	is	
awful	tough	to	get	them	out	of	it	and	you	find	professionals	on	either	side	never	
letting	that	happen,	they	never	say	the	fatal	words	which	(muffled)	you	have	to	save	
this	face	in	some	way.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Never	say	never.	



Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah	and	I	felt	this	might	be	the	device,	I	said	Dick	this	is	a	
wonderful	idea	and	I	think	it	was	under	the	impotence	of	that,	that	I	called	him	one	
day	and	I	said	I	would	like	to	talk	to	you,	and	by	this	time	I	had	been	out	of	it	for	
weeks	you	know,	completely	out	of	it.	I	said	I	am	just	reading	the	papers	or	talking	
to	some	of	the	people	who	are	involved	talking	to	them	on	the	fringes	and	learning	
some	thing	that	was	going	on.	And	he	said	sure	by	all	means	and	I	came	over,	he	is	
already	ready	to	listen	by	the	way.	He	is,	he	never	tells	you	no,	I	am	not,	to	heck	with	
that	or	no	or	something	like	that.	And	I	did	go	over	and	suggested	mediation	one	
and	I	said,	I	followed	up	with	a	memo	in	which	I	told	them	what	I	meant	by	
mediation	as	direct	mediation.	I	had	talked	with	Frank	before	and	he	said	he	didn’t	
want	to	unless	he	had,	unless	he	knew	that	the	two	principles….he	wanted	to	deal	
only	with	the	principles,	no	intermediaries.	There	is	good	sound	reasoning	for	than	
because	then	you	talk	to	an	intermediary	and	you	get	something	worked	out	with	
the	intermediary	on	the	other	side	and	then	the	principle	pulls	the	rug	out	from	the	
intermediary	you	see	and	he	had	to	have	assurance	that	he	was	talking	to	both.	In	
this	memo	I	did	write	him	that	it	ought	to	be	direct	principle	to	principle.	Not	
necessarily	meaning	that	they	had	to	be	in	negotiations	but	they	had	to	authorize,	
everything	that	was	said	buy	the	intermediary	had	to	be	authorized	by	the	principle.	
And	then	I	brought	this	check	off,	this	possibility	of	holding	a	vote	by	75%	voting	for	
check	off.	Oh	I	also	said,	I	recommended	that,	and	this	is		in	the	early	stages	that		
advisory	arbitration.	He	said	no	I	don’t	want	arbitration	and	I	said	well	don’t	
misunderstand	me,	this	is	not	arbitration	in	the	usual	final	and	binding	on	you	this	is	
just	advisory	and	you	are	not	bound	by	it.	He	was	just	that	word	arbitration,	he	was	
very	naïve	about	the	whole	thing,	very	naïve,	the	whole	city	was.	And	that	is	a	lot	
involved,	there	is	much	in	that	it	isn’t	just	stubbornness	to	not	understand	these	
things.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Unsophisticated	(muffled).	

Sam	Weintraub‐	He	kept	telling	me	I	don’t	want	arbitration,	I	said	well	alright	don’t	
call	it	arbitration,	our	advisory	panel	or	something	but	it	has	the	same	affect.	He	
said,	well	maybe,	and	we	dropped	that.	And	he	did	say	at	that	point	maybe,	advisory	
or	something,	when	he	understood	what	I	was	getting	at	then	it	was	a	binding	thing,	
arbitration	everybody	sees	as	a	binding	thing	you	see.	And	then	I	mentioned	this	
Colorado	device	and	he	said	no,	and	he	says	I	don’t	and	he	repeated	to	me	what	he	
had	repeated	so	many	times,	that	I	will	not	agree	to	a	check	off	period.	I	don’t	
believe	in	it	and	it	is	not	our	responsibility	and	we	don’t	want	to	mesh	the	cities	and	
the	unions.	

David	Yellin‐	No	matter	how	it	is	arrived	at	he	didn’t	want	it.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	He	didn’t	want	it	and	so	I	dropped	it	at	that	point.	And	that	I	think	
was	the	extent	of	my	intercession	on	it.	So	that	when	we	disagreed	we	never	got	to	
the	point	of	confronting	each	other	with	it,	I	like	Frank,	I	know,	felt	that	maybe	
check	off	wouldn’t	be	better,	of	course	he	knows	too	that	you	don’t	fight		city	hall	
literally	as	well	as	figuratively.	



David	Yellin‐	Even	if	you	are	in	city	hall.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	But,	I	don’t	think	he	ever	actually	ever	got	to	the	point	of	
disagreeing	as	such,	but	suggesting	is	another	thing.	This	is	a	process	of	trying	to	
influence	and	to	be	effective	you	don’t	lose	his	confidence	you	try	to	suggest	various	
things	and	I	don’t	know	what	Frank	thinks	about	check	off,	I	have	forgotten	what	it	
was	now,.	He	made	any	number	of	suggestions	to	both	sides	and	none	of	them	took	
until	the	assassination	and	then	they	didn’t	all	take.	

Bill	Thomas‐	Sam	any	thoughts	as	to	why	Henry	Lobe	was	so	dead	set	against	check	
off?	

Sam	Weintraub‐	The	only	thing	I	know	about	it	is	first	what	I	read	about	it	in	the	
newspapers.	And	I	listened	to	a	talk	he	made	out	at	St.	Louis	church	one	day.	And	
this	discussion	I	had	with	him,	the	only	thing	I	have	ever	remembered	him	saying	
was	that	it	was	just	what	I	said	that	you	don’t	mix	the	business	and	the	city	and	the	
labor	union	or	something	like	that.	I	thought	if	he	was	going	to,	frankly	if	he	was	
going	to	defend	not	having	a	check	off	there	was	sounder	grounds	than	that.	I	need	
more	valid,	not	valid	but	more	understandable	basis	that	sounds	a	little	technical	
you	know.	And	the	basis	is	this,	that	he	could	have	defended	it	more	than	people	
would	say		well	check	off	or	red	cross	or	whatever	it	is,	sun	dried	and	all	that	stuff.	
Of	course	he	always	made	a	distinction	between	that	and	the	union	I	forgotten	how	
he	did	it,	there	is	this	distinction,	there	is	several	distinctions	between	a	city	and	a	
business	too.	Ina		business	the	area	of	concerned	about	this	thing	is	limited	to	the	
employees	and	the	manufacturer.	And	the	company	and	the	profit	or	loss	on	
anything	that	develops	from	any	action	is	taken	by	any	party	is	limited	to	the	
employees	and	them.	In	the	area	of	the	city	the,	what	happens	there	is	that	here	is	a	
union	whose	purpose	is	as	all	unions	is	to	get	as	many	concessions	ass	they	can	for	
the	people	they	represent.	These	concessions	come	out	of	the	public	purse,	which	
effects	everybody.	Now,	one	of	the	things	that	would	make	it	more	effective	in	
making	these,	in	getting	these	concessions	is	to	have	check	off.	It	will	make	a	
stronger	union	obviously.	Without	it	you	can	almost	say	a	union	doesn’t	exist	these	
days	without	a	check	off.	But	it	certainly	would	make	them	more	effective.,	Then	the	
next	point	is,	why	should	a	city,	which	is	responsible	for	the	whole	city,	to	all	the	
citizen’s	give	another	tool	or	weapon	tot	a	union	which	can	then	be	turned	around	
and	to	use	their	compulsive	power	not	to	necessarily	strike,	just	the	power	of	public	
relations	if	nothing	else	and	that	would	be	made	more	effective	by	a	check	off.	Now	
why	should	we,	the	city,	cut	our	throats	you	see.	It	make	s	a	little	more	sense.	It	is	
more	honest	I	thought	than	the	other	approach	which	was	silent,	pretty	technical	to	
me.	Now	many	companies	do	it,	refuse	check	off	on	that	ground.	Why	should	we	
help	a	union	and	companies,	many	companies…	

David	Yellin‐	I	would	like	to	talk	to	you	about	this,	because	it	has	to	do	with	the	
function	of	government.	

Sam	Weintraub‐	Yeah	but	you	understand	though	that	there	is	more	validity	actually	
in	a		city	and	there	might	be	more	validity	for	other	reasons	and	the	city	granting	a	



check	off	but	there	is	more	reason	for	a	city	refusing	to	grant	a	check	off	than	
accompany.	

David	Yellin‐	I	happen	to	think	there	is	more	reason	for	a	city	yeah,	granting	a	check	
off.	(Tape	End)	


