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Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Where were we the other day? 
 
Unknown man:  Gee, we sort of skipped around. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  I don’t know, kind of all over the place.  Where we were as far as the 
strike went, we were about the second week of the strike, after the macing, that week. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Y’all forgive me, I’m pooped. 
 
Unknown man:  No, that’s all right, no problem. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Can you still talk? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yeah, oh yeah, oh yeah (muffled). 
 
Joan Beifuss:  We don’t care what else you do, just so you can talk. 
 
(muffled conversation) 
 
Unknown man:  Where did we stop? 
 
Joan Beifuss:  I think we finished the macing.  (muffled) No, as a matter of fact you 
finished telling us about working on a memo that Caywood took to the mayor, and, uh. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Did we finish that? 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Yeah, we finished that, right? 
 
Unknown man:  The part about Joe (muffled) and the headline writer. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  So we’re right after that, whatever. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Now what else did we talk about that we were going to -- did we 
talk about Holloman coming to my room? 
 
Joan Beifuss:  No. 
 
Unknown man:  When was that? 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Are we on? 
 
Unknown man:  Yeah, we’re on. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  The night of -- I was looking to see.  I came, by the way, I came 



 
 

 
 

to Memphis on February the 19th.  You were asking me when I started.  I started on 
February the 19th, and got there and down with the all-night vigil at the courthouse.  
Now, it was on  February the 23rd, on Friday of that week, is -- well maybe we ought to 
go back to the…  Did we talk about in city hall?   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Yeah, we did that.  We did that Fred Davis meeting, and we did the 
macing, I think (muffled). 
 
Unknown man:  We didn’t really get into any, you know, descriptions. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, there is one person that needs to, that stands out in my mind, 
that ought to get an award of some kind, and that is Lieutenant Jerry Sanders of the 
Memphis Police. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  And what did he do? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Jerry Sanders, I think, was one of the most courteous, considerate, 
sensitive to what was going on, of anybody I found in the whole Memphis Police, and to 
illustrate, when it was on Thursday, when Fred Davis called his council meeting, his 
sub-committee meeting, and a group of us went down, and Fred Davis, the councilman, 
really (muffled) Jesse Epps.  Jesse was doing most of the presentation for the labor 
union.  As I understand it, Fred didn’t call this meeting until late Wednesday afternoon, 
and most of strikers either didn’t have phones, or their phones had been cut off by this 
time.  And, it was pretty difficult, other than at the daily meeting, to get word to the 
strikers.  But, they had 15 or 20 strikers down there with them.  But, Davis was very 
perturbed, and actually accused Epps and the labor people of keeping the strikers from it, 
and saying that the -- acting as if the strikers didn’t really have their heart in it, it’s the 
union pushing it.  And (muffled) finally got up and said if you want more strikers, I think 
we can get them.  They are meeting at the labor hall.  And then of course, I’m sure 
you’ve got it recorded that they said we’d send for them, and by, it wasn’t but just a few 
minutes, I guess 800 or 900 or 1000, I don’t know how many did come there, but they 
just literally flooded.  And, Davis lost complete control of the meeting.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Had you been there in the morning, before they brought the strikers?   
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Oh, yes. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Was Mayor Loeb there? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Mayor Loeb was there early in the morning, but he left about the 
time the strikers starting coming in.  Yes, Loeb was there that morning and sitting in.  
He asked some questions, and passed questions to, I forget who it was. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Did he have  -- was Ned Cook there with him?  Did he have his staff, or? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I don’t remember.  Ned Cook could have been there, and at that 



 
 

 
 

time I wouldn’t have known too much of who Ned Cook was at this state of the game, 
but he was definitely there, and was there until the number of strikers began coming in, 
and Loeb took off.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  About what time was that, do you have any idea?   
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Oh, it was before noon.   
 
Unknown man:  This meeting ran on until late in the afternoon. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Oh, yes.  I would say it was around 11:30 by the time this 
full-force got there.  Well, several of us, Joe Paisley, which was a Tennessee rep of the 
union, Joe is from Nashville you know.  A group of us got concerned, as the leadership 
was saying they were going to stay until, and until they got some word from the 
sub-committee.  Some of us, it was just in conversation, knew that the strikers hadn’t 
been fed, and I made out the list of, I don’t know who went and got it, but 100 loaves of 
bread, about, I don’t remember. 
 
Unknown man:  So you made out the shopping list. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yeah, 20 or 30 pounds of bologna, 10 or 15 pounds of cheese, 
some ham and mustard and mayonnaise, and 100 loaves of bread. 
 
Unknown man:  Who paid for it? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  The union.   
 
Unknown man:  The union paid for it? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  And, so that’s when we used the city attorney’s table to make the 
-- there are some great pictures.  I saw some in the early afternoon session that had Joe 
Paisley and I when we first started, now later -- I think the ones that came out later was 
when we went back and got a bunch of the strikers’ wives.  But, Joe and I started the 
operation of getting the, forming the lines, and getting started.  Well, Zeke Bell probably 
put more fire in this meeting than anyone else.  Zeke was the one when they began to try 
to empty it because of the fire hazard, and fire laws, and all of this, that sent the -- and 
they were sending some of them up in the press galley; and, when it looked as if they 
were threatening to arrest, or saying they were going to arrest them if they didn’t get a 
seat, all the ministers that were there got up and gave their seat to the strikers, and stood 
around the wall.  Zeke Bell walked out into that, whatever that open area is out there, the 
foyer I think, and was rounding them up and telling them to come in, and Davis was still 
in the chair at this time.  He was hollering, “Come on in, come on in!” and he got up and 
looked up in the balcony, and they were crowding in the balcony.  He said, “Get the hell 
out of the balcony!  They been putting us in the balcony all these years.  Come on down 
here on the floor!”  
 



 
 

 
 

Unknown man:  Davis said this? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No, Zeke Bell.  Zeke Bell said this.  So, Zeke did an awful good 
job.  Of course, Lawson was doing most of the strategy planning at this time, as far as 
the ministers was concerned, and Champa, and of course Epps, and I believe Jerry.  I 
believe Jerry Worth was at this meeting.  Jerry just hadn’t been in but a day or two at 
this time.  But, Tommy Powell and myself, then as  --  there was a lot of negotiation 
that went on, but then it became that they were going to stay all night in the building.  I 
guess Tommy Powell, and myself, and we won Champa over, that if the committee 
would agree to recommend some of the grievances, or the settling of the grievances to the 
whole council, they would leave.  But, T.O. Jones wasn’t ready at all to leave, and I 
guess that went on for, oh, 20 or 30 minutes in a little conference room behind the 
council hall there.  Finally T.O. agreed to it.  But, it was quite some anxious moments 
there.  After Davis -- this is one of the things, some of us who work in it, feel like an 
explosive situation.  For instance, I felt it was very important to be a part, and identify 
with the making of the sandwiches.  Because, you’d get arrested for this, you could.  I 
felt it just as important that behind the scenes, to insist and urge T.O. and the group leave 
after they got a concession.  I guess in the kind of work that I do, this is where you play 
it by ear, and your batting average is not very high, but it’s the only way to play it.  I 
mean if trying to identify to the extent that you are -- that no one can deny that you are a 
part of it, and then use this in order to bring a little rationale thinking at the critical 
moments.  And, it’s not too much you can do.  You can’t press it to hard… 
 
Unknown man:  But you’ve got to identify with both sides. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, you don’t identify, I don’t say with both sides.  You identify 
with rational, reasonable approach.  You see, that gets at the problem.  Our 
identification was with the strikers all the way through. 
 
Unknown man:  But still, what I mean was that you have to maintain a line of contact. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  You have to maintain a line of contact, but always if you give up 
either, you always give up the structure.  Because, as I suggested the other day, I think 
anyone born and raised in a white society, and has been as much a part of the structures 
of the church, politics, and government as I have been, I never worry about losing contact 
with the structures.  You’ve got a 1001 ways that you can be completely cut off and you 
can get back in, but friend you don’t have many ways at the grassroots.  You don’t have 
all of that.  You’re white in the first place, and then you’re away from it.  It must be 
real.  So, this was a, and I thought one of the best meetings.  I think the meeting in the 
city hall probably did as much to put life in the strikers.  The city hall became their city 
hall.  Now naturally you don’t recommend that it be taken over for a picnic.  You do, if 
it takes that to make any part of society change their attitude from thinking “their” city 
hall to “our” city hall, you see. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Yeah.  What was the reaction of Fred Davis and the committee members 
on the sandwich making at this point?   



 
 

 
 

 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Oh, they got up and left.  You see. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  They were out. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  The preachers, the preachers (muffled) that Davis lost complete 
control of the meeting, and got up and left.  Now, Jerry Sanders during all of this time, 
and we tried to maintain as much protection about smoking or things; Jerry, if anything if 
somebody is smoking.  Jerry never went out to say smoking.  He would come to some 
of us who were leading, and say, could you help me with this?  And they would bend 
over backwards, that whole group.  Now, what I am saying is, that was a pretty mad, 
explosive situation with 800 or 900 people in a room that would hold 400, and yet Jerry 
by being not, by not trying to be a showoff, and by the best use of using leadership within 
the group, was able to main -- there was nothing torn up.  No damage to anything.  
Now, why they can’t learn something from that, I don’t know.  And, the only person we 
had inside the building, we had some more outside, all that day, all that afternoon, the 
only person inside, you see here, was Jerry most of the time.  I would have thought -- I 
told someone after the march the next day, and we were amazed, if they would have 
called off all of the police, and put Jerry up front, and used local leadership they would 
have never had any problem at all.  No problem at all, but. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Did the police continue to use him? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No.  Of course when they got -- of course he’s just the Sergeant of 
Arms for city hall.   
 
Unknown man:  He’s the one who says the, “Oh, yeahs.” 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  “Oh, yes,” (muffled).  So. 
 
Unknown man:  So, when did the committee come back in? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, of course they were around in the building most of the time, 
and there was all kinds of -- Patterson, as I remember it, no maybe Patterson wasn’t there.  
No, maybe he came in late in the afternoon.  But, there were all kinds of liaisons 
between the ministers, between laborer, and Davis, and the other members of the 
committee.  One of the other Negroes, what’s his name, the preacher?   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Netters. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Netters was a member of that committee, and I wasn’t in on any of 
the negotiations that brought Davis back, that they agreed to do so, other than what took 
place inside the city hall.  Because I was there maintaining pretty much a liaison with the 
group.  Now, I was, after they had got the agreement, we were one of those that talked to 
T.O. Jones, and I would say Tommy Powell and myself, did more to talk to Champa.  
We won Champa over, and then got T.O. to agree. 



 
 

 
 

 
Unknown woman:  Who was in charge of the police (muffled) in the city hall? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Lieutenant Sanders.  See inside there, he is the Sergeant of Arms. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Well, when outside police were sent in then, he is…? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, they weren’t sent in too much that first afternoon.  They 
were outside around.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Oh, they weren’t stationed along the wall, or? 
 
Unknown man:  This was later wasn’t it? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  This was later in the afternoon they were, and later in the week 
they were.  But, for the most part that afternoon Jerry was the only one in there. 
 
Unknown man:   Sort of caught the police off guard, really? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes, caught the police completely off guard.   
 
Unknown man:  Let’s talk about when Fred Davis came back into this committee. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, there wasn’t much to it then, because when Fred came back 
in, it was after we had already had the agreement in the back room, that when they did 
say -- what they did, they promised that they had got a meeting of the whole council to 
hear their grievance.  And, that they would recommend about the settlement not too far 
from what was finally done.   
 
Unknown man:  Are they, the three of them, the committee?   
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes. 
 
Unknown man:  I understand, I see.  One of the members was not really on the 
committee, he was sitting in, and that was Lewis Donelson. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Lewis Donelson was down.  Lewis Donelson, I would think, 
probably brought more sanity to this.  This guy, I don’t know him too well, but at least 
he is realistic about some things.  And, as far, in his personal attitude, to me he was 
always a gentleman.  He even could disagree in a nice way, which I think is 
commendable.  It certainly contributes to the atmosphere.   And, of course, they did, 
and I think this is important in relationship to the meeting Friday.  They called.  They 
said they would have this open meeting, and they wanted to have it over in the municipal 
auditorium, and that they would make these recommendations, as I am sure they would 
record in the paper specifics, to the council.  Now, I think it was quite unfortunate, one 
that the city council met early Friday morning, and that all of the recommendations of the 



 
 

 
 

sub-committee was acted upon in secret.  This is another place where the council broke 
faith with the council committee.  And so what Downing and the group did when they 
met in the municipal auditorium on Friday afternoon, was not at all what they agreement 
was when the full -- it certainly double-crossed…I am not sure that they, at this stage, 
really realized how deep the implications were.  But, it was certainly -- it took the people 
for a jolt when they found out they had already met, and all they did was pass a resolution 
supporting the mayor.  Said nothing about what was recommended, that was already 
acted upon, and then of course adjourning the meeting.  And this was quite tragic, quite 
tragic.  
 
Unknown man:  I know talking about Lieutenant Sanders, he was the one who had to 
take the microphones away.   
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Over the next day. 
 
Unknown man:  On Friday, when the council met, and abruptly adjourned, you know, at 
the auditorium.   
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Sanders was over there.  I am not sure whether.  Downing Pryor 
ordered them turned off.   
 
Unknown man:  And they had told Sanders before the meeting started to take them out.  
And, I know he was concerned enough to tell another person to please go back over to 
some of the striker, the leaders of the strikers there, tell them why.  That it wasn’t a 
personal thing, and tell them that he was told that. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Jerry Sanders -- I got to worrying about Jerry.  You know he had a 
heart attack here several years ago.  And, I thought he was going to have another one in 
all this.  But, he is a  very personable man, and a man who genuinely, I think, tried to 
(muffled).  Had other people had followed his good faith, then we wouldn’t have gone 
through what we did.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Did you ever talk to Downing after this and ask him why they (muffled) 
that meeting the way they did? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes, I talked with Downing numerous times, and he said they 
made a mistake.  They just -- that was all they intended to do, and that is what they did.  
Of course, at this time the new government, the council, it was quite unfortunate that the 
strike took place at the time that it did.  Loeb had a lot of sympathy from people that 
maybe didn’t particularly care for Loeb, just because he is the new mayor.  He hadn’t 
got a chance to try.  The council was certainly finding it -- man, you only had to talk 
with them and they would get their dander up and look like they’re going to act in, and its 
(muffled).  And all it was, and the mayor was right to a certain extent.  I think that 
something as big as this strike, it’s a responsibility of all the government to act.  
Certainly when you’ve got a mayor that took the attitude that Henry Loeb did.  But, man 
the mayor had all of these polls coming in, or all of these letters that are like a poll, all the 



 
 

 
 

telegrams, and he also was putting out enough stuff I imagine, that the councilmen were 
getting a few, too, backing the mayor.  And, if you differ with the man, you can’t blame 
the council for not taking him on too much, because they couldn’t have taken him on at 
this time, on a ground where he could have possibly been strong.  Because, I think the 
white community was probably 90%, 95% behind him.  
 
Joan Beifuss:  (muffled) Then on the day of the macing, did you go back to the Mason 
Temple? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes.  I, uh, did we talk about Jacques Wilmore? 
 
Unknown man:  No, we didn’t really get into this.  What happened after the council 
(muffled)? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, the council -- I, was see, now I was still -- when the march 
started I was inside talking with, what’s the little cotton-headed guy from the Commercial 
Appeal, the editorial writer.  Oh, I know his name.  He writes most of the editorials.   
 
Unknown man:  Northcutt. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Northcutt.  I was talking to Northcutt.  Jesse Turner and I was 
talking to Northcutt.  And, I had spent most of the time trying to get the mikes turned on, 
trying to find Downing Pryor.  And, Downing vanished.   
 
Unknown man:  They went out the back door at that time. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I don’t know where they went to, but they ran like scared rabbits, 
and nobody could find Downing.  And, I know Jerry had tried to find him and he 
couldn’t.  I was trying to get the mikes turned back on.  And, so they marched outside, 
and we got out about the time the march was starting.  They did get permission. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Who was the policeman in charge there, do you know?  
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Evans. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Evans. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Evans.  And, uh, Frank Holloman.  Frank says, and I think Frank 
is telling the truth, that he told them that his order was they could march in columns of 8, 
but that never came through on the street.  What came through on the street was they 
could march on the right side of the street, leave half the street open, and this is the way 
they started, and I hope somewhere that you’ll put this on tape, that you’ll go back and go 
down to the morgue and the papers, and get a picture.  Look at the pictures of where the 
march started, because now this is real important.  I have heard all kinds of stories about 
this, but the pictures will plainly show that when the march started, they were completely 
across one half of the street, and that is exactly -- no one ever got over the center line.  



 
 

 
 

Now then, Jacques Wilmore and I, I came on out and didn’t march in the street to begin 
with.  I walked along with Jacques Wilmore and Rosetta Miller from the United States 
Civil Rights Commission.  Jacques is the regional director.  And, as we got up, 3, 4, or 5 
blocks, Vasco Smith and Ralph Jackson, and oh I don’t know, a whole bunch of them -- 
calling us chicken and “Toms,” and I got on out in the street with them.  But, as we 
marched along, they had been having a little trouble with the plain clothes -- well, let me 
back up.  When the march started, down from city hall, I mean from the municipal 
auditorium, a number of the policemen at that time pulled on their gas masks.  David 
Caywood was along.  David and I talked about it.  David said, “I’ll go talk to the 
mayor.”  David left the street, went in and called the mayor.  The mayor called Frank 
Holloman, and boy those masks came off.  No, I am just as confident as I am sitting 
here, there was no question in the police’s mind from the moment the march started that 
they were going to use the mace.  Why would they be putting on their gas masks before 
anything even started? 
 
Unknown man:  Did this have any effect on the marchers that you knew of? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Oh, yeah.  They saw them.  I mean, they had their sticks, they 
had their, but as they marched on the mood changed.  You know, people can get started 
to walking and that sort of soothes.  Even some of the, even Ralph Jackson was not near 
as mad as he was down at the auditorium.   
 
Unknown man:  What was he saying then? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Oh, (laughing) just name it and Ralph said it.  But Ralph, at this 
time, see was still pretty much (muffled).  Now, somebody ought to write a book on 
Ralph Jackson.  Ralph Jackson had never been more than a card-carrying member of the 
NAACP up until this Friday.  Now, to his credit, he had been fighting the bishops of the 
Methodist church, and he organized a Poor Preachers.  Have y’all got this?  Has 
anybody talked about this?   
 
Joan Beifuss:  We talked about the (muffled). 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes, well Ralph Jackson organized the Poor Preachers of the AME 
church, and got devoted to general conference to set up a minimum salary division.   
 
Unknown man:  Oh, he organized all this himself? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  He organized all -- in revolt against the bishops, the bishops 
fighting it.  And, what this is, it is one of the best things that has happened.  It is making 
the more affluent ministers and churches pay, at least an existing wage, 10 times what 
they were getting, some of them just didn’t get anything, for anyone that’s an ordained 
minister of the church.  Their minimum salary is $3000.  Well, that sounds terrible now, 
but it had been $500 before this.  So, his whole fight was in this, getting this minimum 
salary division set up in opposition to the bishops.  And, he won, and was elected to head 
the thing.  So, this is where he’s been, most of the time scrapping while the civil rights 



 
 

 
 

business is going on.  But, Ralph going down there, as I suggested the other day, they 
got him to go down there because he is a great speaker, and they asked him to make a 
speech.  And, you can get a preacher to go anywhere he’ll make a speech, you know, I 
guess priests either one, a rabbi, preachers are worse than priests and rabbis.  So, now 
Ralph -- made him mad, it insulted him when he didn’t get to make his speech, and he 
was out marching, first time -- I guess the first time Ralph Jackson had ever been in a 
march.  Well, they were walking along there, and Ralph was feeling pretty good.  
Everybody laughing, talking. 
 
Unknown man:  Everything was real congenial. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Real congenial, my goodness, up and down the line.  The police, 
there were about 150 police I’d think alongside, just to the other side across the strike.  
But, the plain clothes men, with all of the gas masks, and a lot of other stuff, loaded 
down, started pulling alongside the line.  And, if you’ll also notice, these pictures that I 
talked about.  And, I have never done this, I remember seeing them, and remember the 
way it was when it started, and I know the pictures -- I have never been to the morgue.  I 
saw what one or two papers who carried the pictures when it started.  But, if you will 
look, the cars when they started was completely on the left side of the street going down, 
and the people were on the right.  Now, when the macing took place, this car had moved 
completely over this yellow stripe in the center of the street, and was over on the right 
side of the line.  And, this is what caused the trouble.  It was a pretty tight marching 
anyway, and as you pushed over, it was pushing the group to the side.  Now at first, and 
we watched this as, before I got out in the street, when we were marching along, and we 
were going a little faster than the marchers were going.  
 
Unknown man:  You saw this going on? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes, yes.  We saw them, and we saw them when the first men 
were on the outside.  The Negro men changed, and put the Negro women on the outside.  
Now, this is normal.  The Negro woman has always had to face the white man in the 
South, because as a Southern gentleman, nobody would hit a woman, you know.  And, if 
anybody thinks sassing him, a Negro woman could always say something sassy to a 
white man, but a Negro man would get the hell beat out him if he said it.  And so, this 
system has been a very humiliating type thing.  It is built in, and it’s part of that stuff that 
the black consciousness is having the black race throw off now.  It is why some of our 
black males are coming on so strong, is because of this past history.  Uh, women were 
on the outside.  By this time we had gone on up front, and had been called a “Tom” for 
being on the street, and had got out in the street with them, and marched a short way.  
Stopped at a light, and I don’t know whether the car got on her toe or not.  I know that 
she yelled something that, “the car is on my toe.”  And, the men tried to push the car up 
sideways to get it off, and of course the first thing we knew macing took place.   
 
Unknown man:  Did you ever hear an order having been given? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I didn’t hear the order given.  Some of them did.  I didn’t hear it.  



 
 

 
 

But, I am sure a lot of policemen didn’t hear it either.  The police were, now I with 
Frank Holloman and with Chief Lux, and with Inspector Wallace, my gosh we have 
laughed about this, I have laughed and told Frank, I said, “Frank,” you talk about a snafu, 
now it was one of the classic ones.  And the police department, to anyone that is 
establishing rapport, they don’t deny it.  They don’t deny it at all.  And, I told Frank, 
and Frank just laughed until he cried.  In august I said, “Frank, I will say your policemen 
are fair.  Because they sprayed their police just like the ones that didn’t catch on and 
wanted to be nice, they sprayed them just like.”  I saw three of them, you can see, get 
pictures.  They got, some of the police got it worse than some of the marchers did.  
They didn’t get their masks on.  Now, all of a sudden, all up and down that 
block-and-a-half, two blocks, whatever the line was, the spraying started.  Some of them, 
now back at the back they had no idea there had been an incident around the car, so.  So, 
the macing started, and this is where Jacques Wilmore -- did I use that the other day, 
where when we really got maced?  Well, Jacques Wilmore, everybody scattered every 
which way.  Well, here I am, stupid me, I had never been arrested, never been maced.  It 
never entered my mind that any of that mace was for me, you know?  And, I don’t guess 
Jacques did too.  Jacques got out his -- we looked, and a Negro man, and elderly, he 
must have been in his 50s, they, two policemen caught him, and started bringing him 
back toward this car, where they had been pushing on it see.  But they were also 
spraying from there.  And, the man just wasn’t going into that spraying, and he pulled 
back, and when he did a policeman hit him from behind, just, and I am telling you, just 
came right down and just laid…  Good night the blood just flew.  Well, he, I don’t 
know.  You don’t have to think.  We were at the police hollering.  Jacques jerked out 
his inside credentials.  I was right behind Jacques.  He was closer to him than I was.  
And Jacques was saying, “You’ve got him, you’ve got him, don’t hit him.  Don’t him 
again.  You’ve got the man.”  And holding this United States Civil Rights Commission.  
And this police, one of them just turned and just sprayed him, sprayed his commission.  
And I caught some of it over his shoulder.  Now I turned then.  I still thought, well now 
they’re not after me.  I was going back toward, away from Goldsmith’s, well the others 
went toward the other side.  And somebody touched me on the shoulder.  I thought it 
was Jacques, and stupid me I looked around and there was a little redheaded cop, I know 
his name, seen him a lot of times.  Meant to talk to him, never have talked to him about 
it.  And, this son-of-a-gun just had this -- and it was real close range, it wasn’t gas, it was 
liquid.  I don’t guess it was… 
 
Unknown man:  Mace. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I don’t guess it was -- no, mace is liquid gas.  When it comes out, 
you see, it has to mix with air.  It is sort of like hairspray.  You know if you hit it right 
in your hand it’d be liquid, but if it gets the mixture in air, it’d go.  Well, this, the 
particles divide.  Well, he was so close he started right along here, and went right 
through across my eyes, and I jerked on the other side.  Well, it just completely blinds 
you.  And, pepper you would’ve cool and disoriented me.  Now it didn’t, maybe 
because it wasn’t enough gaseous to it, it didn’t take any life out of me.  I couldn’t 
breathe as good as I -- but not what it did to some of them.  But, I was completely 
disoriented because he had spun me around and I had spun back the other way and was 



 
 

 
 

blinded.  And, I had no more idea which way I was going.  And this, I think, is one of 
the dangerous things.  I think a policeman can blind a person, and it does disorient you, 
and I think you could run at a policeman and get killed, just as easy as you could run 
from him, because you are totally blind and totally disoriented.  Someone caught me, 
and led me down an alley.  I don’t know who it was, between Goldsmith’s, that little ole 
alley by Goldsmith’s.  And finally, Bobby Doctor, another member of the Civil Rights 
Commission; Bobby had, the drain pipe there off of the building, and water had frozen at 
the end of the drain pipe and there was a piece of ice.  Bobby got this and got a 
handkerchief, and was wiping and wiped his eyes out with that.  He was able to see, and 
saw me there, and Bobby took this thing and wiped my eyes out, until we were able to 
see.  And, I went on back to the street.  By this time they had 3 or 4 people in a police 
car, and bleeding like stuck hogs.  And a wonder I hadn’t got arrested there.  They were 
waiting on an ambulance.  And I said, “My God, how stupid can you get?  Those people 
need a doctor, can’t somebody drive that car?  If you can’t, I’ll drive it for you.”  And 
one somebody, I don’t know who it was, said, “Well maybe we’d better go on.”  And 
they carried them on to the hospital in a police car.  Now, Jim Lawson, and Harold 
Middlebrook, and myself, we didn’t catch the march had gone on, and I don’t guess it 
was over 50 or 75 marching now, and on the sidewalk.  A big, just bull of a man, oh he’s 
a giant, one of the sanitation strikers.  I don’t remember his name,, I know his face, I 
know him well.  They had gassed him unmercifully, and this fellow was crying and a 
cussing.  I have thought about it, he cried and cussed all the way from there to Mason 
Temple.   
 
Unknown man:  How far is it? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Gosh, I don’t know.  We went over to Danny Thomas Boulevard, 
and then out, I guess it must’ve been a mile out, hadn’t it? 
 
Unknown man:  At least a mile I would think. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  And I guess it was halfway there, just he and I were walking, we 
walked, catching up with the others.  He built Molotov cocktails all the way, cussed 
everybody, or cussed the police to everybody all the way crying and a cussing, and a 
making Molotov cocktails, and he was going to blow that whole bunch up tonight.  I 
have thought about it a many times.  Well, we caught up with Jim Lawson and Harold 
Middlebrook, and someone else I forget who it was.  Harold and Jim and I, and this little 
old slouchy policeman was walking along with Jim Lawson.  Jim will tell you this.  
And, finally, either Harold or I one said, “Jim, you’ve got company.”  He said, “Yeah, 
I’ve been noticing.”  So, we decided to see if he was watching Jim.  So, Harold and I 
would drop back in the crowd, and Jim would walk on up front, and that guy’d stay right 
as close from here to me, right with Jim.  And, then Harold and I would catch up and 
Jim, and when Jim dropped back, he’d drop back.  And, so after we turned off Danny 
Thomas Boulevard to go up around the housing to go the Mason Temple, I said it loud 
enough walking along, I said, “Jim, your friend is still with you.”  Uh, and the little guy 
looked up and he (muffled) his eyes and he’d look at Jim, just cut his eyes.  Mean, 
slouchy, snaky, I think something could have happened, I think he would have killed Jim 



 
 

 
 

Lawson.  I really believe it.  And, so he answered and said, and we got his name.  His 
name was Cook. 
 
Unknown man:  The policeman’s? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  The policeman’s name, and turned it in to Frank Holloman.  And, 
he said, “I’m right here with you.  I’m going to protect you all the way, Brother 
Lawson.”  And Jim said, “Well man, if you’re all the protection I’ve got, God have 
mercy on my soul.”  Well, now this went along.  So then we went on to Mason Temple.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Who would have been able to get to put that together?  After the macing 
on Main Street? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Nobody got it together.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  It just… 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  There wasn’t -- see out of the whole bunch, there wasn’t.  And, so 
what we went into over there was finally a meeting, and they had a big -- oh, they had a 
meeting downstairs that afternoon.  But, we went into this preacher’s meeting upstairs. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  I am just surprised anyone would have finished the march at all.  I would 
think the whole thing would have just (muffled). 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, there wasn’t over 70, maybe only 50.  But in the group, and 
when you talk to Harold.  Have you talked to Harold Middlebrook? 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Yeah. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Did he tell you about going on in the march? 
 
Unknown man:  Did he, Joan? 
 
Joan Beifuss:  I can’t remember.  I knew the march went on. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  And Jim Lawson, well Harold, and Jim, and I and we caught up 
with Harold and Jim.  They, I guess they were halfway there, maybe, when we caught 
them.   
 
Unknown man:  When did you next see Ralph Jackson?  This seemed to be sort of a 
turning point for him? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, Ralph was in the meeting that afternoon (muffled).  And, 
then I believe our meeting where Ralph really went, was at I believe over at Clayborn 
Temple.  Was it that night or the next night? 
 



 
 

 
 

Joan Beifuss:  There was one that night, and there was one the following night.  The big 
Negro ministers meeting was the next night. 
 
Unknown man:  Yeah, that was Saturday night when they organized the C-O-M-E. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes.  Well, I think this is where Jackson really.  Of course, he 
was doing it individually to all of us, but I don’t remember.  I just remember what 
happened.  They kept speakers going on down on the main auditorium floor in Mason 
Temple, but the big meeting, the strategy meeting took place upstairs there off the 
balcony is where they decided -- I believe there is where they decided to organize 
COME. 
 
Unknown man:  And you were there? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes. 
 
Unknown man:  Tell about it. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Oh, it was just a re-hash and business of solidarity, of unity, a 
complete commitment to support the strike, and to seeing in this that they were all 
involved.  It was that type of meeting. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Were there any white men there, besides yourself? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes, there were.  I don’t remember who they were.  Some of the 
labor people, I believe were there.   
 
Unknown man:  Was Malcolm Blackburn there? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes, Malcolm was there.  
 
Joan Beifuss:  Besides the labor people, (muffled). 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  John Spence may have been there.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  So, someone already had a plan about the COME confederation then at 
that time didn’t they?  Was the structure thought up in this big meeting? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I just, I don’t remember.  I don’t remember.  I know the biggest 
thing was the solidarity, and that they talked about past differences, and the little 
(muffled) jealousies, and how easily they could become divided, and that this was a 
showdown.  I mean that had… 
 
Unknown man:  Was Lawson pretty much running the meeting? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes, he did.   



 
 

 
 

 
Joan Beifuss:  Did they seem ready and eager for it to be the showdown, or was there 
reluctance? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, all with the exception of -- who is the old big guy?  They, 
this is where they really brought the boycott, too.  I believe the boycott was discussed 
here (muffled).  Who is the guy that…you need to know him.  There is one guy that just 
kept interrupting and (muffled), objecting, objecting. 
 
Unknown man:  Was that Starks?  
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No, no, NO.   
 
Unknown man:  Somebody mentioned his name just a day or two ago. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  He would take the floor, and they finally had to overrule him, and 
he was a real bull.   
 
Unknown man:  He finally got the message didn’t he? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, he had the message all the time.  All he was doing, he was 
purely there for structures.  And, knew how to disrupt.  He knew that he could not 
prevail, but what he tried to do was to, to see to it to raise enough questions if none of 
them, that he could bog the machinery down.  He came down there doing it.  He is an 
elderly man. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  (Muffled) 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes.  Lawson could tell you very quickly.  
 
Unknown man:  We’ll ask him.  We’re going to talk to him in a few days. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes.  And, Lawson finally wouldn’t recognize him, and he tried to 
make, but he had already recognized three or four times.  Uh, but the, gosh I wish I had 
taken some notes along the way.  I don’t know why I didn’t, but you’re just so deeply 
involved in it.  
 
Unknown man:  You don’t really have time to sit around and plan to do a lot of writing.   
 
Joan Beifuss: Well that’s what was -- right after the COME organization had gotten 
(muffled) that there was that (muffled). 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes.  Of course there was this strategy all going out.  There was a 
lot of people who worked at it.  My gosh, the people, and I’m sure a lot of people that I 
don’t know anything about, worked there.  I didn’t care to know anything about it.  I am 
sure we did things that other people didn’t know about, because everybody at this stage 



 
 

 
 

was trying to contribute their part.  Now then, the thing that I did do, I called.  I talked 
with Jim that afternoon, and so ask Jim.  Jim had, by the way, never had this meeting 
with Holloman.  And I said, “Jim, would you like to talk to Holloman about this thing?”  
He said, “I sure would.” 
 
Unknown man:  Was this right after the macing? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes, this was right after the macing.  This was, I guess, maybe 
this could have happened on the walk, to finish up the march, if not at the temple.  I 
don’t remember when it came up.  So, I told him -- so I called Holloman, probably from 
Mason Temple, and got the meeting set up.  I know I did.  I called Holloman at the 
Mason Temple, and to meet at my room at 8:00 that night.  And so, we did have the 
meeting. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Who was at that meeting? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  And at this meeting there was Jim Lawson, Jesse Turner, Fanion, 
Gerald Fanion, Jacques Wilmore, Bobby Doctor, Harold Middlebrook.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Jackson? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No, Jackson was not at this meeting.   
 
Unknown man:  Did Holloman bring anyone with him? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No.  Holloman came to my room, and all the meeting happened at 
this meeting.  Everybody in no uncertain terms, but in a rather, the meeting was not an 
outburst of anger, but there was plenty of plain talk.  Nearly everyone told Holloman 
what happened.  And, Holloman said that Holloman talked about what he inherited, he 
was young in the department, and what he wanted in a police department, and that he 
didn’t intend for there to be discrimination, and he intended for it to be done with 
fairness.  And he said, “What you have told me tonight, is different from the reports that 
I have received, and I would like to check the whole thing out.”  And that’s about all.  
But there was, I think a rapport.  I think, I am sure this happened, that Lawson began to 
appreciate Holloman, and Holloman certainly changed his attitude in this meeting toward 
Jim Lawson.  They both went away with a much higher opinion of each other than they 
came to the meeting with.  And, this was mostly, and also they would meet again any 
time it was needed.  Now, the next afternoon, I guess was it on Saturday afternoon they 
met.  When did Holloman meet with the strikers?  
 
Unknown man:  I don’t know, it’s not on here. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Let’s see.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Did he come to the community hall? 
 



 
 

 
 

Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No, he came over to the Mason Temple. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Was it at night?  
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No, in the afternoon. 
 
Unknown man:  I don’t see that on there about Holloman’s meeting with the ministers. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Negro leaders and blacks were informed to call for boycott.  It 
could have been on Saturday the 24th, or on Monday. 
 
Unknown man:  The 26th. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  You don’t have on here about the meeting.  You need to go back 
to -- here about this time, either Saturday afternoon or Monday afternoon, which would 
be the 26th, either the 24th or the 26th, Holloman came over and met with the ministers.  
And, I think this is on Saturday afternoon, meeting at Clayborn Temple.  And, at the 
same time, at this time a number of the ministers had found out…  By the way, the 
mayor, I had been meeting with the mayor nearly every day, once or twice a day.  And, 
the mayor always wanted you to set up meetings, and I told him all right, we’ll set up a 
meeting.  And, when I was over at the meeting, and Holloman was there with the 
ministers, I asked them -- Jim and I were talking anyway, they said could I set up one that 
afternoon.  I said well let me call him.  And I called Loeb, and Loeb said where and 
when.  Well, the ministers decided they wanted it to be more private and they left.  At 
this time Holloman had come to speak.  They were coming over in the minimum salary 
building in the kitchen and dining hall of the minimum salary building.  And I guess 
there were 60 or 70 black ministers there.  And, uh I introduced the mayor.  The mayor 
came with his bodyguards. 
 
Unknown man:  How many did he have? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  He had four, and left them outside.  I thought this was pretty, I 
admired him here.  He left them, came in the minimum salary building with me, and we 
walked up to the dining room to the ministers.  There he spoke, but it was mostly 
hogwash.   
 
Unknown man:  So he played the record? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  He played the record.  He played the record. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Well, what did Holloman say? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Holloman said pretty much the same thing he said to the ministers 
the night before, of what he wanted to do, that he was a new, that he wanted to be fair, 
that there’s not going to be any discrimination.  They’re going to be courteously titled, 
and all of this type of thing.  He played the record.  Now, the ministers, it’s -- I thought 



 
 

 
 

this meeting, it liked to have been ruined because the Negro ministers had to do so much 
in order to survive, and his bag of tricks, courtesy and deference to the white man has 
been one of his best, and especially to public officials.  And I’ll be dad burned if some of 
them didn’t (muffled), because I thought the meeting was going to be a farce.  But, I 
made my speech to the mayor, that I made it for two reasons.  One is some of the 
ministers I think, at this point, really wondered, now who is -- I wasn’t too well known at 
this time in Memphis.  Who is this white guy from Memphis, Nashville, comes in here 
and brings the mayor in and introduces him, you see.  Yet, he comes to all of our 
meetings.  Is this a spy?  Well then I said the same thing to the mayor.  Repeated all of 
where I disagreed with him, and used this illustration I was talking about the other day, of 
the sower, and how much I believe in the black union, that they wanted it, and what it 
meant to them, and that he couldn’t destroy the union without destroying integrity, 
without destroying pride, without him destroying some backbone and guts. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Did Loeb ever respond directly to that (muffled)? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Oh, yes.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Did he ever get up and say, “I did not destroy (muffled).” ? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, he said, “I just disagree.”  Of course one time in the 
office… 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Was there another, after this meeting, was there not then a smaller 
meeting set up down at the mayor’s office? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Now then, this meeting went on, and the mayor -- some of them 
had to go to a meeting.  The mayor wasn’t ready to quit.  So, they agreed to select a 
smaller group, and I guess to meet down at his office at 7:00 or 8:00.  And, so in this 
meeting, Bishop Smith, myself; Lawson was not in this meeting.  I don’t believe Lawson 
was in the meeting of the ministers.  Yes he was, he was standing around on the outside 
and let the others come in.  He came in on the last part of it.  But, Pickett, and this other 
guy from over in Mason Temple.  What’s his name, that other guy?   
 
Joan Beifuss:  At the Mason Temple? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yeah, the Negro minister over there.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Patterson? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No, not Bishop Patterson. 
 
Unknown man:  I don’t know who he is.  
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, he’s one of them.  He liked to, he started tomming all over 
the place. 



 
 

 
 

 
Unknown man:  Pickett did, too? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Oh, Pickett tommed all the way.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Is Pickett a minister? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I think he is a businessman or something, I am not sure.  He may 
be a minister, too.  But he is a businessman.  So, the meeting took place then with 
Starks, myself, Donelson.  I remember those.  Bishop Smith, seven or eight of us.  Oh, 
Lightfoot was in on this.  Maybe Kyles, and there were two or three more, and the mayor 
wasn’t going to have a meeting, he wanted the press in it.  He wanted the press to come 
in the meeting at the dining hall, and the black men -- I thought this was very significant, 
they were the first ones to have a meeting with the mayor without the press.  I think this 
psychologically did more to the mayor.  Because this has been the first group that he 
hadn’t met on his own terms.  So, when he is going to have the press, he said, “I have 
them here.”  And, then several of them just got their hats and started to leave.  So, the 
mayor made the press leave the room.  And that is pretty much the record.  Real -- 
ministers really trying to communicate; the mayor the same record.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Did Reverend Starks walk out of that meeting? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No, I don’t think he did.  Now, he may have.  I don’t remember.  
I think the one that you’re talking about is one that I had with the mayor a little later, and 
it is in this book of Southern Regional Council, where that he said he didn’t have -- 
Starks went down himself and I think Vieroni from the Southern Regional Council, we 
were talking with the mayor.  Starks just happened to be with us, and it unofficial 
altogether.  We also talked to Downing Pryor.  And, Downing would talk like he 
wanted to take on the mayor, but Downing could never -- I have a lot of sympathy for 
Downing Pryor, but he doesn’t have the guts to be a leader.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Did you talk to any of the other councilmen?   
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes, Patterson a whole lot.  Patterson and I were together a lot.  I 
talked to Donelson.  Who is the young lawyer?   
 
Joan Beifuss:  (muffled) Chandler. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Chandler. 
 
Unknown man:  Did you talk to Blanchard much? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I talked to Blanchard a lot.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Was (muffled) there? 
 



 
 

 
 

Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Not too much.  No.  Blanchard, I think, grew more in this thing.  
I think Blanchard is for real. 
 
Unknown man:  He is (muffled). 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I think Blanchard brought himself a lot of trouble.  I don’t know 
what is going to happen to him in the future, but he is a much better man when he came 
out of it.  I think he is a man of integrity.  I think Blanchard, other than Patterson -- and 
as far as integrity, I would think Donelson, I would view him as a man, whom I disagree 
with you see, but at least a man of integrity.  I would believe Donelson.  If Donelson 
told me he was going to do something, I would believe him.  So, that’s the -- I think 
those are the most important meetings that I was in. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  What about the (muffled) that were called out of St. Louis Church 
(muffled)? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Oh, this was the sponsored by our Council on Human Relations.  I 
felt that we had to get the message across to the white community.  Oh, I was in another 
meeting before this.  Julia Allen, I guess one of the biggest shocks that I had from this 
thing, I don’t think there’s a finer person in Memphis than Julia Allen, that is Ray Allen’s 
wife, one of the deans out at Southwestern; Julia had been a member of our board for a 
long time, and when I got down to Memphis, I hadn’t been there a day or two, and I 
called Julia.  And, so, Julia -- I was shocked to find Julia sympathetic toward the mayor.  
She was hung up on this (muffled).  Well, I knew if Julia was hung up on this thing, man 
it gave me a scare.  Anybody like Julia gets hung up on this, and she said Ray is terrible.  
And, Julia and I, I guess talked over the phone for an hour-and-a-half, two hours.  And I 
think Julia did it more for Ray than anybody else, because I know Julia laughs and says 
that when she married Ray, the only reason she thought that she and Ray may not get 
along was that Ray was too liberal.  And, said the only worry she ever had in recent 
years, is that she had become so liberal and Ray had become, she thought was becoming 
conservative.  So, but Julia said, “Baxton, would you come out to our home, and let me 
invite some of our neighbors?”  And, I would have to, Julia could tell you the night it 
was, but it was early in the thing there.  And, I guess 25 or 30 people came to Julia’s 
home, and I went out and spoke to them. 
 
Unknown man:  Do you recall who was there?  Anybody who was… 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Oh, yeah.  I’ll tell you the man that -- we got 3 people out of that 
group that played a real important role.  One of them was Julia’s brother-in-law.  I don’t 
know, I can’t recall his name, you can just call Julia Allen.  He was, and Julia told me, 
said, “Baxton now, the only one that we’ve got, that (muffled) segregation, is my 
brother-in-law.  And, I hope he’ll be nice, but I know you’ll know how to take care of 
him.”  Well this guy, solely, and he and somebody, a member of the, an old man, he is a 
member of the council.  I can’t recall anybody -- a member of the Idlewild Presbyterian 
Church, who had written to the mayor supporting him.  He wrote him a letter the next 
day and told him he’d changed his mind, and both of these white people went to the 



 
 

 
 

union hall.  I told them that’s the thing that -- the next day to speak to the union folk.  
And, I had to teach Julia’s brother-in-law how to say “Negro.”  Man, don’t go out there 
and say nigro.  You’ll get cut off and they’ll never hear a word you say.  Now, the other 
person that was there, and I thought he was a doctor or a preacher.  I thought for a little 
he was a doctor, and then decided he was a preacher, and guess who it was?   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Who? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Charlie Crump.  And, Charlie really got T’d off at me.  And, 
Charlie just kept on, and I finally asked him was he a preacher.  And I was shocked, and 
when I found out he was a lawyer, I said, “Well, my gosh, then let’s get the kid gloves 
off.  I thought you were some sissified preacher that I had to be a little kind to.”  And 
old Charlie and I really tied up.  Well, Charlie really laid me out.  I said this thing in 
city hall was the most beautiful thing that I had ever seen.  And, Charlie said, “Listen, 
we’ve paid so much money for that, and how in the world that riot, that anarchy, I just 
don’t appreciate, and I can’t understand how anyone with any kind of, you know, 
common sense, what you purport to have, and seem to have at times…”  And, I just 
hollered.  I laughed.  Well, I said, “Charlie, if you’re talking about from a lawyer’s 
standpoint in trial, I agree with you, but I’m talking about a grassroots standpoint.  You 
see, you talk about ‘our’ city hall.  Well, the Negroes don’t call it ‘our’ city hall, until 
Thursday afternoon.”  Now, then, if that’s all that happened, well then it is still better 
than nothing.  We’ve got now to become ‘our’ city hall with the right things in there, and 
at least it was something that they knew bologna, and mustard,  and bread was 
something very much at home to them.  And they were doing a very necessary thing, 
eating.  And, it changed from ‘your’ city hall to ‘our’ city hall, or ‘their’ city hall to ‘our’ 
city hall to the black man.  Well, Charlie then, we talked a long time afterwards.  And 
you could tell now, Charlie came there a strong supporter of the mayor.  Now then, we 
talked about the need for more of this.  Your Catholic groups were doing some.  And, 
by the way, I think the Catholic groups did an outstanding job for a church group, or any 
kind of group, because they for a long time, as far as an organized religious group, the 
Catholic Human Relations Council was the only one that was doing anything at all.  You 
had your dialogues, and your discussion groups, and at least you were talking the right 
things.  And, so, then we got, did some negotiation, where it would be, and we decided it 
ought to be out in an area where the Loeb was the strongest, and that if we had both of 
them, no one could -- well Loeb offered to go first or second.  I wanted, and insisted, and 
labor wanted to go first, and I wanted them to go second.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Well, you intended to have them both on the same (muffled)? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  You never intended to try to get them both there at the same time? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No, no, no, no.  Because of -- we talked about it, but we didn’t 
think you could get enough over, you see.  So, no I wanted, I wanted labor to go first, 
because everybody knew what the mayor was thinking.  Nobody knew, really, what 



 
 

 
 

labor was saying.  Well, the great thing that happened, is that Jerry Worth got called 
back to Washington, and so Lucy went.    And here he got out there, and did one of the 
best jobs, and I wish that meeting had been taped.  He did the best job of explaining, and 
I don’t care what the local papers said, there were around 250-300 people there.  And, 
I’d say ¾ of them left that meeting strongly sympathetic toward Lucy.  At least if they 
didn’t agree with him there was no longer this harshness that this is a bunch of brutal 
people in here.  This guy is every inch a gentleman, he has got a keen disciplined mind, 
and one of the fellows that was at the meeting again was Charlie Crump.  Now, what I 
wanted, and he had a good question/answer period.  He had a few people was 
antagonistic, and Loeb’s people were there.  But, what I wanted to do, I wanted labor to 
go first, and give the folks something they could put the mayor on the spot the next night.  
If they didn’t, well the mayor came and I introduced him, and he gave his little song and 
dance.  And, let me tell you something, that crowd tore that mayor up.  You had some 
Catholic sisters from out at the school, I’m -- man.  He looked like two cents.  And, 
Charlie Crump, I think the mayor was never more so shocked than when Charlie Crump 
took him on publicly.  And, Charlie played a big part all the way on through behind the 
scenes, everything he could, bringing pressure on the mayor.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Was there any talk about having more of those kinds of, those type 
meetings? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes, we talked about it some.  But then events moved so fast.  
 
Joan Beifuss:  Did you talk -- you talk (muffled) St. Louis (muffled). 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I don’t remember.  We did so much phoning.  I don’t know -- I 
think Dave Caywood got him.  I talked to him before -- I had never met him.  And, this 
was before Greenspan came to town.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  No, Greenspan was here, but he wasn’t (muffled). 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No, he was out of town this particular night.  I believe.  When did 
he come into town? 
 
Joan Beifuss:  March 9th, I think.   
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  March 9th.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  He was in St. Louis right before the scheduled (muffled).  Okay, so what 
else was…were you still seeing the mayor periodically? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I saw the mayor all the way through.   
 
Unknown man:  What happened in the mayor’s office that night he met with Champa?  
Champa called him a liar on TV.  What did Loeb say to Champa? 
 



 
 

 
 

Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Of course this was in the early part, you see.  What now, all I 
know here is hearsay.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  You weren’t there? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No. 
 
Unknown man:  What have you heard? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Well, they had some off the, you know they went back in the back 
room, and they talked very confidentially, but this time they were -- as labor will do, you 
know.  They will be rough, but then they know the mayor has got his problem, the 
mayor knows they’ve got their problem, so professional and professional, they were still 
talking professionally, and Champa admitted that they had more, I think, that they had 
some problems with Jones, you see.  Jones was, this was some way an explanation of 
why the strike was called.  They didn’t know anything about it.  And, that was part of it, 
but then they got back out, and the mayor began to use some of this stuff.  Now, now, I 
thought -- I thought, I think the most sickening thing, as far as seeing what happened, 
sometimes nearly makes have a contempt for the pocket, is right to decide, you see.  But 
the mayor, and I kid him at times, and I say, “My God, if I’ve ever seen anybody feint 
stuff in my life, friend you -- man, poor old Champa, what you’ve done to that man.”  I 
said, “Well, everybody in town, Henry, thinks you’re a saint schoolteacher.  They would 
have thought you’d never said ‘son-of-a-bitch’ or ‘bastard’ or anything like that, or called 
anybody a ‘blank-damn liar’ you know or stuff like that.  They’d think that you were a, 
they’d never know all this vulgarity.”  And the mayor is one of the most vulgar men that 
I know.  Telling the most VULGAR jokes.  Just, completely repulsive, and you sitting 
up there like a little Sunday school boy, you see, and got old Champa T’d off on 
television.  And, man, they didn’t know.  Well, I’d sit there and I have said this to the 
mayor, “You big phony bastard you, you ought to be horsewhipped.”  I said that to him 
many a times.  Just laugh and laugh.  And all these people, “Do you know how he 
talked to our mayor?”  I, the only time I think I liked to have made the mayor mad, he 
may have forgot it, I said, “I only saw one other thing in my life that equals to what 
you’re doing with Champa, and that is what Lyndon Johnson did to Bruce Alger and his 
mob at the Adolphus Hotel during the ‘60 election.”  You remember that Bruce Alger, 
the Republican Congressman had his ladies out, and they blocked Lyndon and Lady Bird, 
and filled all of the lobby, all in the street, couldn’t even get across the street.  They 
blocked them out of, and some of them got a little too enthusiastic and cussed them, stuck 
pins in them, spit at them, all of this, and I helped carry Lyndon through that; four of us 
did.  Got up and left the table.  I was at the head table.  And, (muffled) Harris came in 
and they were trying to keep it quiet.  Lyndon told the police, “Get away.”  It’s a 
wonder we hadn’t had a riot in Dallas that day.  It was during the -- it is what carried 
Texas for Kennedy, I think what elected Kennedy.  Because there was such a revulsion 
of -- man, it was (muffled) the whole business.  I’ve got reams of paper.  Man, and so 
Lyndon went through and got on in.  Lady Bird was scared to death.  We were all 
scared, well it’s a pretty shaky thing.  And, Lyndon got up, and he said, “All I can say, is 
‘Father forgive them, they know not what they do.’”  Oh, he played the martyr.  And 



 
 

 
 

that’s what Loeb did over this thing with Champa.   
 
Unknown man:  What did you hear about Fanion’s jaywalking? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Oh, Fanion left and I wanted to see Fanion.  I got up and left, as 
Fanion was already to the door by the time I got there.   
 
Unknown man:  Where was this?   
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  This was over at some AME church…CME church.  It was 
Reverend, well it’s in the paper where it is.  I forget what church (muffled).  So, I got to 
the…and Harris the photographer took out after me.  And, Fanion went across the street.  
When I got outside, they had already arrested Fanion, and had him in the back of the car, 
and Harris, they were arresting Harris, and I ran on over to the car -- I jaywalked, they 
didn’t arrest me.  And, Malcolm, you ought to get this from Malcolm.  Malcolm came 
on out behind me, and walked backwards and forwards across the street, Malcolm did, 
Blackburn.  And so, Jerry, he said, “Would you call somebody, and tell them they’re 
taking me to city hall?” Well I said, “Uh, well I’m getting a hold of Holloman.”  I went 
to a pay telephone, called Holloman, and couldn’t get him; called the mayor, and man the 
mayor went straight (muffled).  And so, mayor set the word out for Holloman, and then 
there was another telephone booth around there close, and at one time the mayor was 
calling me on one of the telephone booths, and Holloman was on the other, and they were 
trying to stop the thing, but by the time they got down to the -- they had carried him to 
some little ole station, and he made bond and got back.  But the mayor got on that, and 
Holloman, too.  I was the one who called both the mayor and Holloman.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  (muffled). 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  On the march, the day that the little riot took place, they had, they 
wanted one or two whites in front.  They had positioned me alongside it seems like 
Bishop Smith (muffled), and as we marched down the street to give people room behind, 
there was a car parked, and some of us doubled-back, you know had to make to front line, 
sort of doubled-back, I knew we were going to have trouble because there was no 
discipline, none from the beginning of this march.  And, if you will look at the 
publications, most of them in the national magazines, I can circle all three, maybe four 
faces, some have got three and some four, and I have never found out who they were.  
There were three or four young Negro boys that was right behind us, and when King got 
in line they started pushing, but they were hollering at people back not to push, but they 
were the ones doing the pushing.  And, two or three of us got behind King, and literally 
just (muffled) and were keeping the blows off of King.  They were just trying to push 
King completely out of the way. 
 
Joan Beifuss:  (muffled) marching (muffled). 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  This was at the -- when the first, was first positioned.  Now, I 
marched along right behind King until we got to Beale street and started up Beale.  And 



 
 

 
 

quite frankly, I was give out of holding back, and I got out of the march and took to the 
sidewalk.  And, I think I saw it -- and I don’t believe the kid who did it wasn’t over 12 or 
13 years old, with one of those sticks.  Now this was, we’re very early in the march, the 
first two or three windows they didn’t break, one they cracked.  There were no police 
there.  There were police on the corners.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Why weren’t there any police? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I think they decided to let them bring the march through the black 
community.   
 
Joan Beifuss:  Yeah, but weren’t you in contact with Holloman? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Yes.  Well, of course… 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Did COME request that there not be any police?   
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  It seems like that I remember COME wanting to marshal their own 
march up there.  I am sure they requested, but there were policemen on the corners.  
Now then, the first policeman came to it was reported in the first block that kids were 
breaking windows.  And, nobody did a damn thing.  All the way up to Main Street.  
And, they waited until they turned down Main Street, and got to the white section before 
they ever stopped it.  That day, I saw they did it.  Did I give the other day about the 
policeman?  Hitting the photographer?   
 
Unknown man:  Not on tape.  You told us about it (muffled). 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I was dropping different places in the march, and quite frankly got 
over on the left side of Main Street as we started out, on the sidewalk.  And, stood there, 
when the police, when Jim got up.  The police didn’t turn the march around, Jim Lawson 
turned the march around.  But, they were moving in about the same time when they saw 
Jim was turning them around, they started moving down.  And there had been a few 
windows cracked going down Main Street, but when the march turned around, they 
started breaking everything in their way then, everything.  And these were mostly young 
people, not a lot older than the ones who started it.  And so the mace and all -- I walked 
on down to the corner, and some of the young people turned and went toward the river on 
Beale Street.  And a police car took out around that way.  And I crossed over and got 
back on the right side of, the opposite side of Main Street, but across, cattycornered on 
Beale, which I would be going on, be on the right side of Beale Street, going back toward 
the temple.  I stayed there on the corner, and watching to see what happened to those 
kids.  By this time, most of the march had gone back and was headed down Beale Street, 
and glass, man just crashing.  You could hear it for half a mile (muffled).  Over on the 
left side of Beale Street, some 100 yards down, a white deputy sheriff had caught a Negro 
young man and was just working him over with a club.  The kid finally broke away, and 
a photographer for channel 13 I believe, isn’t it channel 13?  The one there in the 
Peabody.  



 
 

 
 

 
Unknown man:  Channel 3. 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  Channel 3.  Fellow named Shelton I believe.  Shelton was over 
on the other corner, directly across from me, and Shelton was taking a picture when the 
kid got away and the police started that back toward Shelton, and saw Shelton had taken 
a picture of it.  Shelton swung his camera around and started taking some other folks 
coming down on the other side of Beale Street in front of me, down at -- but mostly I 
think was taking shots of the windows that had been broken out, because there wasn’t 
that much activity over there, and just turned around, and about the time that the 
policeman came by, he was nearly facing face-to-face with me with the camera.  And 
this deputy sheriff never broke stride, didn’t even look like he had even glanced  out any, 
and he just took his club backhanded, and right across the camera and the head of this 
photographer.  Knocked the photographer where the glass behind him was broken in the 
showcase.  He knocked him backwards and he went through the, up on the showcase.  
And I saw the blood fly.  I thought he had cut his hand as he threw it up going through 
the glass, and I ran across the street, and two city policeman came.  We picked him up 
out of the window and drug him around the corner on Main Street, and right there near 
the corner is one of those little ole stairways that goes upstairs, and set him down on this 
stairway.  Good night his hand was just, head bruised, seemed to me like cut some, but 
he was so bloody, there was blood all over everything.  But the hand, and tied his hand 
off, and they -- I don’t remember whether they took, I think they called an ambulance.  
He stayed there until (muffled). 
 
Unknown man:  Did you get the -- did you know this sheriff who did this? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  No.  They’ve got his name, though.  I don’t know what the -- I 
talked to Shelton about it, and Shelton wanted to press charges, and the station wouldn’t 
let him.  I thought that was a little funny.  Why the station would not… 
 
Joan Beifuss:  Did you work your way back to Clayborn after that? 
 
Rev. Baxton Bryant:  I went all the way back to Clayborn Temple, and stayed there for 3 
hours.   
 
 
END OF RECORDING 
 
 


