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Female Interviewer #1- Can you tell me what the main theme was at the NCCI trade 
meeting in Los Angeles? 
 
Father James Lyke- I am just trying to think of the exact title. The idea was the church of 
economic pallor. Though several of the talks really didn’t deal necessarily specifically 
with the church. I think you could say the main theme at this convention as at so many 
others when it concerns the church a desire at the church meeting reestablish your 
priorities. But in all of her financial considerations. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Was it a black man manifesto? 
 
Father James Lyke- The manifesto, yes. It was presumed really that the people knew 
what the basic concept was. I will take that back because there was a talk in the manifesto 
itself. My problem was I was so busy in meetings that I missed some of the talks. Lets 
take just the manifesto, my explanation of the basic concept of reparations. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Did you hear the talk on that? 
 
Father James Lyke- Yes. Lucius Walker. Lucius is presently, I believe, the head of (?). 
Lucius gave a history of the idea of reparations so the theology of it, its use and the 
historical context and then to show that the idea of reparation is not just something that 
just popped out of the sky. Anyone ought to say there has been very little response to the 
black manifesto itself. And I have had a lot of people to examine impositions as far as 
practically speaking very little has come through. In fact I don’t think more than $50,000. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- In your opinion, was it necessary to (?) the manifesto? 
 
Father James Lyke- I think few people have really read the manifesto. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- I am sure they haven’t. As a matter of fact, I read it in a recording 
studio here. 
 
Father James Lyke- WDIA? 
 
Female Interviewer #1- No, the studio itself. Not the radio station but the studio. It was 
put on a flyer in mailboxes about new records and inside it was the manifesto. The whole 
thing. 
 
Father James Lyke- The whole thing? Because the manifesto is good… 
 
Female Interviewer #1- It took up 2 pages. 
 
Father James Lyke- The whole manifesto must be at least 80 pages, maybe even longer 
than that. 



 
Female Interviewer #1- But it was the biggest thing of it I had seen. 
 
Father James Lyke- Really, few people have really had a chance to see the complete 
document. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Well, it seemed to be couched again in the black rhetoric that 
people can’t get through. 
 
Father James Lyke- I see. Well I read it but I could probably have a problem, you know 
you read so much in this area that you look for concepts and you can easily pass over 
rhetoric. I really don’t think the manifesto was particular couched in that kind of rhetoric 
and you know any extreme degree. I think what people intend to do in reading the 
manifesto, no matter how polite the word might be, would be to associate the actions of 
James Foreman and relate that immediately to a manifesto, irregardless of what kind of 
wording the manifesto is couched in. So that a person brings a whole background of 
images to what is read and I think this might. But the manifesto itself, I guess, just trying 
to recall, I guess you would probably say it was couched. I am one of these guys that I 
don’t remember details, you know, particularly when it’s in that area the stuff that you 
have heard. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Well then would you say the main thrust of the manifesto then is 
monetary compensation? 
 
Father James Lyke- Yes, the idea that injustices have been done (?) restitution. Actually, 
theologically, it is a very sound concept, speaking in terms of Catholicism. It is extremely 
traditional.  
 
Female Interviewer #1- What monetary compensation? 
 
Father James Lyke- Well, just the idea that when something is done wrong to someone 
else, the person who does the wrong is bound to restore that wrong and the manifesto, of 
course, looks at the whole history of black men in America and you know shows, or 
acknowledges the fact of racism in our country and what this has done to black people. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- What seemed to be the response of the meeting? 
 
Father James Lyke- The people there? 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Yes. 
 
Father James Lyke- Of course you have a bunch of liberals, basically in a very 
conservative diacy. But no one there disagreed with the concept of reparations. That was 
a very… You had people that would agree totally with the (?) report and once you 
acknowledge what racism has done in our country, once you are acquainted with that and 



once you understand the concept of reparations, it is very easy to relate to it. The history 
of the black man in this country and the whole concept of white versus black. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- As I understood it, you wanted to channel a certain direction. 
(Unrecognizable) 
 
Father James Lyke- Actually, to say no to that questions would be wrong but there is a 
certain extent he would prefer to be channeled through his office because part of the 
manifesto, the part that really wasn’t published is, I won’t say detailed, but an outline lets 
say of what this money would go for; establishment of banks, establishment of particular 
kinds of businesses and so on and so forth but even in the outline presented in the 
manifesto, the idea was that this would be the necessary way in which the money would 
be used. The details of how the money would be used is open to different ways of being 
used. In other words, they presented a basic outline of the way they wanted the money to 
be used. If anyone would come along with a new idea or a better idea, they would easily 
channel the money into other directions. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- But foreman’s group wasn’t… 
 
Father James Lyke- Foreman’s group… The economic development. I can’t… the 
conference is called economic development. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- But wasn’t this group sent out by Nifco? 
 
Father James Lyke- No, Nifco was one of many organizations that participated in this 
conference on black economic development. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Wasn’t that what (?) 
 
Father James Lyke- Yes, right.  
 
Female Interviewer #1- Well what’s the hang up then? Why won’t people go with this 
idea? 
 
Father James Lyke- Well, it was addressed to churches and the churches people and the 
people are racist American people. And many people got hung up on the language of the 
manifesto and used that as an escape from the concept. And many people got hung up on 
the way the foreman presented it. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- But didn’t he know that is what happened? That is what I … Or 
is he playing, in your opinion, is he playing this as a publicity thing figuring at least he 
would call attention to this and then people would work out their own once people were 
conscience of what he is calling for? They would work it out in their own way. Is this an 
open damage sort of thing or is he serious? Because if he is serious it seems to be he must 
have known what the response would be. 
 



Father James Lyke- Well, you could speculate a number of ways about the foreman’s real 
intentions were underneath. You might think that a person who knows America would, 
knows white America, would know how white America would respond. But on the other 
hand, since he did address it to the churches, at this stage of the game, he may have 
wanted to really test the Christianity of the churches in a way that it hadn’t been done 
before. This was kind of a new symbolic act. The publication or pollination of the 
manifesto and in a theological concept that had not been advanced that strongly before. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Ok, so now with the negative responses of the churches, for 
someone like yourself, is that (unrecognizable)   
 
Father James Lyke- Well, I would be afraid to say right off because I have, I guess, a 
little more hope in humanity as such because I see so many factors when you say right 
off. I mean looking at it in a cold objective way, you know we would have written off the 
churches (?) but I think from the point of view of really understanding the problem of 
ignorance in the church, the problem of separation that has existed between (lots of 
background noise), the whole history of racism in the country and all these different 
elements that go to form white racism, realizing this and realizing what it takes to 
counteract this racism, is part of the whole problem that you are dealing with. I don’t 
think that anybody looked at this manifesto with any naïve optimism to think that the 
foreman announces for the first time this dramatic way and the new concept that hadn’t 
been stressed before. I don’t think anyone was naïve enough to say surely they will 
answer now. But I think people you know who are concerned about human relations kind 
of looked at this as a way as another manner of trying to reach people and trying to 
acquaint people with the problem of trying to get some response. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Well, did the people in the Los Angeles meeting then say they 
would rush back to their individual parishes? 
 
Father James Lyke- No, because I think that the people at the Los Angeles meeting knew 
their churches well enough to understand that this wasn’t going to be the thing to do 
either. They probably left with another arm to use, so to speak, which is instead of talking 
about the brotherhood and instead of talking about in terms of preferential treatment or 
any number of other concepts that you could possibly use, now they can go back and add 
reparations to their bag. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Is there… Do you see any possible way white America can 
change without being forced to confront its guilt because it seems to be this demand for 
reparation is (unrecognizable) It seems to me this is what your response… 
 
Father James Lyke- Of course, I think the response, again, to me guilt is going to 
presume awareness that you are a racist. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Yes, right. 
 



Father James Lyke- And I think the educational process that has to take place in white 
America has not been sufficient enough to bring about a feeling of guilt in a large number 
of white people. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Well it’s obvious… I just get the feeling from people out here or 
where I get the feeling is from reading a lot of the nuns reports on (?) when the white 
people for the most part have refused to accept any guilt but it seems to me that if there 
were some way that the money could be poured into the black community without 
reposing guilt on part of the white community. I mean is there some way to get around 
this instead of coming at it from (unrecognizable). You know what I mean? 
 
Father James Lyke- Yes, of course, well my answer… 
 
Female Interviewer #1- I mean I can see how these people feel. They are sick and tired of 
being told over and over and over that they are guilty and they are racist, etc, etc.  
 
Father James Lyke_ Yes, I don’t know whether you publicize this, you probably have to 
be careful how you word it, but my basic feeling is, and this is the reason why I would 
never get to optimistic about the reparations doing, is that what will really change white 
American, is going to be confrontation. And this can take place in many forms. It has to 
be when a person is so street in ignorance through a process of history has become so 
distant; it takes more than the ordinary process of communication to reach that person. I 
think good confrontation, and here I don’t mean violent confrontation in any sense, I 
think real confrontation on different levels of communication are going to have to be 
used. For example, instead of dialog in the custom sense of the word, we have to talk 
about sensitivity sessions where people with very intense communication situation for a 
period of consecutive hours can really come to grips with themselves as people. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- What do you mean follow-ups, (unrecognizable) 
 
Father James Lyke- Whether it’s permanent is a hard question to answer. Lets put it this 
way, the response of people to sensitivity black white sensitivity from my experience has 
been such that I have not seen come out of ordinary discussion groups or dialogue groups 
who visits because people really got down to the nitty gritty and stressed their feelings, 
acknowledged their history were able to, as a result of this kind of communication, to 
even see their own historical development, which rather it’s a question of race or not, its 
something that not too many people have the opportunity to do; just sit back and really 
take an in depth look at themselves, which can only be done I think in a really intense 
communication process. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- But you see where I am going (unrecognizable) somebody the 
other day said that mass psycho analysis in white America didn’t seem to be too practical. 
This sensitivity for them. Sensitivity clashing with all of the blue-collar workers… 
 
Father James Lyke- Well yes, I think there is a point that you don’t… Sensitivity is not a 
(?). It’s one form of reaching a certain amount of people and I think the fact that it does 



reach these people is an indication of its success. Now, there are going to have to be other 
ways of… 
 
Female Interviewer #1- It is going to have to be much more mass ways. Sensitivity is 
really very limited. Did they discuss sensitivity (unrecognizable)? 
 
Father James Lyke- Sensitivity was a recommendation. 
 
Female Interviewer #1-Did they run any sensitivity sessions? 
 
Father James Lyke- No, they didn’t run any sensitivity sessions. I think basically because 
you had people from local Catholic councils who even though had not any experience of 
that kind of communication, nevertheless were committed enough in their way toward 
racial justice. The people at this convention were people who were working towards 
racial justice. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- That’s true, but you would be surprised at the hang-ups. 
 
Father James Lyke- Oh yes, granted. But at least these people have come a healthy 
distance, let me put it that way. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- I ran across it the other day; in fact it was across the fence back 
there on (?) street (Interviewer speaking too softly). So the other Sunday, 4 or 5 black 
boys were over and Joe came in kind of laughing and she said, “the boys want us to come 
out and play” and immediately, absolutely immediately came black (?) without any… I 
mean these are kids, these are 8 and 9-year-old kids so I put it out of my mind and pretty 
soon after that I came in and she didn’t say anything; she just came in. Then Lanny 
Osborn came down and she said, “ do you know what Jo and those boys were doing?” I 
said “no, what?” She said they were (unrecognizable). You know just… that is really a 
hang up because if that had been a bunch of white kids I wouldn’t… and I am sure that 
people in human relations councils probably use sensitivity as (unrecognizable) I am sure 
it is submerged but it’s there. 
 
Father James Lyke- But I think the thing is, lets get back to the original idea, in 
sensitivity they can come to grips with this whereas in an ordinary dialogue discussion, 
they will no because those sessions will be too polite to really hit those problems. So I 
mean I agree with what you say about the people who are out there. I mean I think it 
would have been a good thing, you know to have the sensitivity at the NCCIJ convention 
(unrecognizable) practical because sensitivity presumes that you just pull apart with a 
small group of people and you consistently (?). 
 
Female Interviewer #1- How many people? 
 
Father James Lyke- I would say we had about 600. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Do you have any idea how many (unrecognizable) 



 
Father James Lyke- It’s a hard thing because there are a lot on paper but few active and 
this is a big problem in NCCIJ is what to do with the dying councils and one reason that 
the councils are dying is first of all people are realizing that to confront the whole 
problem of this… 
 
Female Interviewer #1- I just lost track. We were talking about putting a cover on the 
ironing board and the bicycle in the hall. (Laugh) About the problems that the councils 
are having. 
 
Father James Lyke- One reason that so many councils are dissolving is because a lot of 
the original patrons of Catholic relations councils were dealing with the problem in this 
superficial manner. I hate to use the word superficial because it makes it sound like these 
people were not really concerned which is, you know, as a matter of fact, objectively 
speaking, we have come to understand that home visits, interracial dialogue groups and a 
sermon here and there daring as some priests might be in some situations, parish changes, 
interracial conventions and all these kinds of things really do not come to grips with the 
problem. So that is one reason. The fact that the people who formed these councils are 
not the kinds of people who are ready to deal with what might be called real militant 
approaches to the issues of racism. That would be one factor. The second factor is that the 
issues of the laity are so much broader now days. 10 years ago, let’s say before the 
council, basically the radical laymen was the laymen who was involved in social justice 
even though it would have been generally a superficial man and I am speaking of just the 
general rung of concern but now there are other issues. There is authority and (?) in the 
church. There is married clergy, a parochial school system. There are all the whole 
problems of the parish council. All of these other church issues are involved today. The 
concerned laymen tend to see the whole issue of social justice as part or as one of many 
issues, which has to be attacked in the church. So as a result, people are being spread thin 
too, so you know not only does the issue of social justice have to be attacked from a more 
militant manner but also the problem of authority and freedom in the church. The 
problem of formulation, church teachings, the problem of the decision making in the 
church; all these things you know need a different approach than going to the pastor and 
saying may I. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Well are the Catholic councils going into these areas other 
places? 
 
Father James Lyke- Not really, because Catholic councils are attempting; those that are 
staying open are attempting to remain councils for interracial justice and now the issue is 
so many laymen would much rather put their energy into something like the national 
association of laymen or a local chapter and work together with people in this group who 
are putting their energies into a number of different places. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- How bad is the black separatists feeling? 
 
Father James Lyke- About the councils? 



 
Female Interviewer #1- Yes. 
 
Father James Lyke- Well, you mean how much does that play into the whole factor of the 
interracial (lots of background noise)? 
 
Female Interviewer #1- I would think that would tend to (background noise) councils to 
places where black separatism has become (?) like Chicago but not here yet. 
 
Father James Lyke- I think black separatism can be a very misleading concept, not a 
misleading concept, but it can mislead people into thinking that the separatists are so 
large that they are putting people out of interracial councils and I really don’t think that’s 
what pulling people out of interracial councils. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Do you think it is discouraging people that are in it? 
 
Father James Lyke- Not that much. I think the problem with an interracial council is your 
people, speaking of dying interracial councils, the people in the councils are not black-
thinking enough to take the right approach to racism so that they can’t divert their 
attentions to other programs. I don’t think the concept of separatism scares that many 
people away because I think if a white person is really concerned, he can always find 
something to do together with a black person in ending racism. I don’t think it is a matter 
of he finds no one in the black community who is willing to work. He doesn’t find 
anyone in the black community… how do I want to say this? The people in the black 
community aren’t really dealing with the problems would be dealing with it in a way that 
many of the white members of the CIC’s don’t have to deal with the problem. That I 
think is the problem; not separatism. Numerically, separatists are very few; look at the 
overall picture. They may get the loudest publicity but numerically there are not that 
many. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Were there militants in Los Angeles? Were there any 
disruptions? 
 
Father James Lyke- No. No disruptions. There was a group of Los Angeles association of 
laymen who had a kind of an open caucus or open session on the lawn of the campus to 
raise the issues that pertain to the diocese, which was again, the problem of authority, 
dealing with reference to McIntyre and the conservative element. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Where was it held? What campus? 
 
Father James Lyke- Loyal University campus is where the whole convention was. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- So the manifesto was discussed and sensitivity was pushed and 
what else?  
 



Father James Lyke- Sensitivity wasn’t explored at the CIC convention. It was one of 
many recommendations… it was considered certainly an approach that should be 
explored where you could get people involved precisely because it was a manner getting 
beyond the superficial level and the whole issue of racism. But I think in order to choose 
concepts around which the convention is revolving, the fact that priority is the church; 
that is the problem with race is going to be led by the church, the church has to put her 
economic backing behind it, not just in terms of monies but in terms of people with 
whom she does her business.  
 
Female Interviewer #1- Did the project equality come into the discussion? 
 
Father James Lyke- Not as a main theme because project equality is a program of NCCIJ, 
but it was certainly, again pushed. Because the concept again of project equality is very 
good. How can the church deal with discriminatory business and be church? There is a 
contradiction involved there. She is cooperating with evil in doing so. I think what people 
would like to see is more positive contributions on the part of churches to the black 
community in one way or another; direct contributions of monies to the black community 
and to programs… 
 
Female Interviewer #1- To whom in the black community? Take Memphis… money put 
where? In Saint Thomas? 
 
Father James Lyke- Not necessarily. Money put into any program that will bring about… 
let’s put it in terms of economics, anything that will be an effective program of economic 
self-determination. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Money them poured into AFSCLE? 
 
Father James Lyke- Could be. That is one good means. I have already listed a list of 
things like this but lets say there are ways in which money can… places where money 
can be placed where it will really hit at the root of the problem and places where money 
can be placed where it won’t at least immediately hit at the root of the problem. For 
example, you can put money into a daycare center and that will relieve for example, 
welfare mothers to get a job. Well, this is healthy because a person in getting a job and 
supporting the family is at least experiencing a level of humanness that wasn’t there 
before. But at the same time, that is not hitting the root of the problem because this 
isn’t… 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Well it’s not here where the welfare mother goes to work for 75 
cents an hour. 
 
Father James Lyke- That’s right. So that would be, say if you were to put money into 
programs that are hitting that problem, then you are doing something. In other words, not 
only do you want to relieve the mother so that she can go to work but you have got the 
added problem after she gets to work is she getting a just wage? And here is a place 
where you can say money will be placed in such a way for making it possible for people 



to organize or to unionize and thereby get a just wage. I think it is at least coming to a 
tighter grip on the problem of economic separatism. I am trying to think of another good 
program that would be a good example. Leadership training programs for young black 
students would be perhaps another thing that would be something that is a little bit more 
rooty in the sense that leadership training can take black youth bring them apart and help 
them come from better knowledge of themselves and be able to see more clearly what he 
or she has to do in coming to terms with his position in society. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- What about things like university scholarships? Would you 
consider that direct or indirect? 
 
Father James Lyke- That would be certainly a help in determining and bringing about or 
in building up a black person in such a way that he is put in a position of self-
determination. In other words, you are helping this person acquire an education and when 
he gets these papers at least he is qualified. Now, again I think to hit at the root of the 
problem of racism is going to somehow affect the structure so that it is going to accept 
the black person who is qualified and that I think again is hitting that through because 
what you have to do is change the structures as they are. The structures as they are, are 
not open to competent black people in so many instances. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Define here and in Chicago. 
 
Father James Lyke- Very difficult comparison because of the size of Chicago. You are 
naturally going to have more opportunities. I would tend to say no. I would say it is very 
difficult to compare cities. For example, in Chicago and Pittsburgh, you have this 
problem of black people entering unions. You have got the same problem here.  
 
Female Interviewer #1- Let me cut back to confrontation. What happened then? Was it 
Pittsburgh or Philadelphia (unrecognizable). That seems to me to negate the black 
peaceful march and the negated the whole idea of march as a confrontation tactic. 
 
Father James Lyke- Of course this was the march that was really a boycott. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Yes, but you had white labor people also out on the streets 
peacefully, not as a mob, not attacking you, but peacefully and also gaining sympathy. It 
seemed to me that the thing about the march was it always gained sympathy for kind of 
middle of the road people and black marched and there was no violence. But if you also 
have white people march with no violence (unrecognizable) they also have grievances. 
But that killed the march tactic the way that (?) couldn’t. 
 
Father James Lyke- Of course I think in the Pittsburgh situation, which is not finished 
yet, I would say that out of that confrontation, both sides are really going to sit down and 
examine the issues in a way that they haven’t done before. And all the shouting that has 
been done in that past has not gotten the white community to that point of communication 
and I think a lot of problems will be recognized that were not recognized before and 
eventually you will get more people into the union. 



 
Female Interviewer #1- Could you make any kind of percentage of black people at the 
convention? 
 
Father James Lyke- Very small.  
 
Female Interviewer #1- Do you know what the percentage is black Catholics in the 
country? 
 
Father James Lyke- Maybe 1%.  
 
Female Interviewer #1- What percent of clergyman? 
 
Father James Lyke- 172 at the most. I would say maybe 150 black priests. We always say 
(unrecognizable). Well let’s say 160. I would be safer there. I think we might have maybe 
over a million black Catholics. Which you know a big issue at the convention, by the 
way, was the fact that the NCCIJ and local chapters had only been dealing with the 
problem of white racism as it pertains to black and the Hispanic peoples were very much 
concerned that they had been left out. Now, there are a number of reasons for this; 1 is 
historical the fact that the NCCIJ was founded to deal with the black problems. The 
Mexican American or Hispanic (unrecognizable). The Hispanic problem is just of recent 
come into the fore and NCCIJ dealt with this question by placing more Hispanic peoples 
on the executive board and also by asking Hispanic leaders to establish chapters of CIC 
in order to affiliate with the national level and to begin working on the problem itself. I 
think another reason why Hispanics have been as left out of NCCIJ is because some of 
the diocese have a special committee to deal with Spanish speaking peoples. Chicago has 
that. I think New York has it. I wouldn’t be surprised if other diocese where you have a 
large percentage of Hispanics that they have a special committee for a number of reasons; 
the culture, the language and so forth. But I think what is happening is we see the need 
for all minority groups and for poor whites to come together for the sake of justice, in 
order to be a more effective group. Really basically centered around the same issues; 
discrimination so that we might as well do it together. A big factor too, at the convention 
was the fact that the economists who were there realized that when you talk about 
bringing minority groups, (?) into some kind of economic self determination, you are 
talking about changing the structure of American society so that this could be allowed. 
Because when you are start talking about black capitalism for example, you are really 
talking about something that really has little significance to establish a small business 
today is kind of senseless because statistically, what is it 300,000 small businesses a year 
just kind of fade out of existence. So what you are really talking about is establishing 
some kind of structure which will make it possible for the black community to really, or 
for the black community and any minority group community to really get sufficient 
economic power to in fact determine itself and all kinds of theories are suggested to this. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- I was going to say, I can’t even, on such large issues, I can’t even 
get the picture. Are we talking about just Memphis (unrecognizable) sometimes you can 
say solutions but when you talk about black people across the country… 



 
Father James Lyke- Well, even when you talk about Memphis, for example, lets use the 
city workers as an example. With the raises all you have done really is brought people to 
a kind of minimum in economic liability. You have brought people while working in city 
in their occupations to a point where they can live somewhat decently. You really haven’t 
made them people who can put so much aside in the bank; buy a decent home, and things 
like this. You really haven’t come through with a program yet that is leading towards 
people buying a good house with a backyard. You are just raising people a basic level of 
living. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- (Interviewer speaking to softly) I mean obviously I look at 
Memphis and obviously what has got to be done in Memphis to start with is you have got 
to raise the tax rate considerably. This again goes back to education in white people so 
that they will vote to raise the taxes, which it seems like every problem we center around 
ends up in a big circle. 
 
Father James Lyke- That’s right. That’s why economics talk about real structural changes 
in society due to bring about the kinds of changes that will begin to come to grips with 
the problem. I wish I were an economist to give you some kind of idea of what some of 
these programs could be and how these kind of specific structural innovations would take 
place. Three examples I have given in the latest issue of Ebony, where you mentioned 3 
different plans that have been suggested that would really lift up the whole black 
community. For example, building the kinds of corporations in the black community, the 
kind of industry in the black community that would give substantial wages to black 
people would be one thing that would be more piecemeal or subsistent kinds of 
occupations. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Well it seems to me that Nixon’s new welfare program is a 
structural change for all the bugs in it and everything that is the matter with it and what 
not, it would appear to me that philosophically what he is doing here is trying to lay a 
base under which no one would fall, which is what (?) down in Cuba which appears to 
me to be different than the welfare concept previously. And yet the attacks on Nixon’s 
program surface from the black community. 
 
Father James Lyke- Well, I am not acquainted with the several attacks that have been 
made but certainly one attack has been that Nixon plans to have this administered to the 
state. And of course like other issues, like school desegregation and all this, when you are 
using what we would like to say is a good thing subsidiary which is ideally a good thing 
to do but yet being realistic you know where school desegregation not even think of real 
integration but lets just say school desegregation, we know where that has gone; into the 
hands of the state. The many things that were previous welfare, federal welfare guides 
that were given substantial lift to mothers on welfare but because they were to be 
administered by the state and nothing ever happened. One example is, now I don’t know 
how many states this was in, well this was a federal thing so I would imagine all states 
would apply, the fact that the states should regulate the amount of money according to the 
needs of people so that a welfare mother who has 10 children obviously couldn’t live off 



of the maximum $150 a month or whatever it is here. So it is within the power of the state 
to say that this particular family get enough to raise these children. Now because that was 
kind of in the hands of the state to do something about it, nothing was done. Memphis 
being a good example is the amount of money that Memphis has asked for (lots of 
background noise). Again you have something that the city and the state could have acted 
upon but they didn’t. And you have uncaring people with authority over how much 
money comes in, you are just not going to get anything.  
 
Female Interviewer #1- Well we are back again to education? 
 
Father James Lyke- Yes, but education in a new sense. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Yes, but we are back to education of the local people. I assume if 
the federal government continues toward the right… The federal government is 
controlling the entire nationwide program with the states.  
 
Father James Lyke- Yes, I think though, you talk about education, just looking at what 
has been accomplished in Memphis; how has it been accomplished? What kinds of 
education? It’s been through a boycott and through other various power groups that you 
have gotten. And this is a form of education and how have peoples attitudes been 
changed you know not so much the interracial dialogue but through a real kind of you 
know, just to speak on another level again using sensitivity where people come down 
intense communication situation (?) to see the level that you just wouldn’t get in casual 
superficial (?). I think education carries with it a tone of (?) and facts coming to a few 
lectures and things like this but that is simply not the kind of education that is going to be 
(lots of background noise). The most dynamic speaker would not give the education that 
people need in Memphis or any place else. Actually, I think the basic question we are 
asking is how do you get a racist to change his attitudes and to see differently? I mean I 
think that is really the basic question and to me the deeper the racism, the more radical 
the form of education has to take place.  
 
Female Interviewer #1- Who were the main speakers? 
 
Father James Lyke- I am going to have trouble here because… the speakers who were the 
main speakers did not show up, none of them. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Why not? 
 
Father James Lyke- Caesar Chavez was sick and Julian Bond was wrapped up in the state 
legislature. Jessie Jackson was not permitted to leave Chicago because he was stuck in 
Chicago because of his construction business. He was, I don’t know what the proper term 
is, but subpoenaed or whatever and he couldn’t come. Lucius Walker and the black 
manifesto was really only… 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Who is Lucius Walker? 
 



Father James Lyke- He is the one who is head of NIFCO. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Is he a reverend Lucius Walker? 
 
Father James Lyke- Yes, as a matter of fact. The people that took their place, one was a 
reverend Harbidge, who was very good but I am that acquainted with him and the other 
George Riddick I think it is who was Jessie Jackson’s theorist. The man who took 
Caesar’s place is really no name, just one of his workers who came in his place. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- (Interviewer speaking too softly) 
 
Father James Lyke- I spent a couple of days (too soft). As a matter of fact when I talked 
with him, he is actually doing much better now, but the things is when he gets better, he 
tends to overwork and work 20 hours a day so when I saw him, he was reclined and 
taking a break. We talked about the (?) in Memphis and what the situation is (lots of 
background noise) because he had meetings consistently.  
 
Female Interviewer #1- (?) 
 
Father James Lyke- Yes, really. But I think Caesar would probably… you know is (?) is 
expressed much differently than King would have. We are so used to seeing King on TV 
and he was such a dynamic preacher and he was a very powerful person. Caesar is much 
more quiet person.   
 
Female Interviewer #1- Low key? 
 
Father James Lyke- From that point of view. People around him are just taken up with his 
personality, his sincerity and with his Christianity in the same way that black people were 
taken up with Dr. King, the same degree. I mean it is interesting because King had that 
real draw in kind of a personality because of his particular expression of disbeliefs, which 
was a much more powerful outgoing, outgoing kind of thing. Caesar is a soft, warm 
person, which is deeply dedicated. For example, his house, only 2 rooms in his house, in 
each of those 2 rooms he lives no different than the average family and gets no pay, has 
no bank account. He receives no pay whatsoever. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Did he or his people think that the boycott in different cities 
would be effective?  
 
Father James Lyke- It’s effective. As a matter of fact, the boycott in the cities is going to 
be the only thing that will bring in (unrecognizable) so that what they do in their 
immediate area. What happens out here is really going to be the … 
 
Female Interviewer #1- At the conference itself, were they doing any experimental black 
white liturgy or anything like that? 
 



Father James Lyke- Not a thing even in Los Angeles. As a matter of fact, in Los Angeles 
some of the altars are not turned around right. I spent the night at our Franciscan place 
and I walked out (?) office that morning I got up and saw that the altar simply was not 
turned around. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Did the cardinal not send a representative? 
 
Father James Lyke- Not only did the cardinal not send a representative, this is nothing I 
have any proof of, but I was told that he discouraged his priests from attending any 
seminaries and that one of the priests from the diocese who was to lead a seminar on 
migrant ministry was forbidden to share this seminar so as a result he just sat in the 
audience and participated. This was (unrecognizable). 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Oh yes, wasn’t he in Chicago? 
 
Father James Lyke- Yes, he was exiled and he came back and got in the graces of… 
 
Female Interviewer #1- I didn’t know he came back. Was (unrecognizable) 
 
Father James Lyke- You won’t publicize this will you? Well I think this I think you could 
… I think what people are experiencing is an element of confusion, frustration, really 
wanting to do something and not knowing what to do. A lot of people who just can’t see 
themselves in a very (?) approach but perhaps knowing this has to happen. A lot of 
people who really see that real deep and innovative changes have to take place in a 
society to really come to grips with the problem yet terribly saddened by the fact that 
leadership in church and government are not really taking those kinds of step. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- Is it your impression that (unrecognizable) was just going to kind 
of ride it out for a while? It looks to me like everyone is so confused at this point. It was 
so easy in 1960 you know, take a Negro to lunch, it really required very little thought. It 
required I suppose great psychic contortions of some kind but it really didn’t require 
much other than that. I think the impression for instance (unrecognizable). I was there 
when I (unrecognizable) and God knows I was no spring chicken really and truly. You 
came late. It was at Mary Kay Tollisons house; you talking about having mass for 
deceased members. 
 
Father James Lyke- That was 2 weeks ago. I think that is a real good example. Again, I 
don’t know whether you want to print this; it should be printed I guess. Again, that is a 
real good example of superficial; I mean our council is a good example of some people 
who really want racial justice. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- And 10 years ago they were really swingers. 
 
Father James Lyke- Ten years ago were swingers probably really know that today what 
they feel that they could do really isn’t doing a darn thing about the problem except 



maybe exposing people or just continually opening the issue like the award we did for 
Jim Lawson. That was a good thing because it brought up a lot of heat. 
 
Female Interviewer #1- In the council. The year before doing the garbage strike 
(unrecognizable). And the council, I get the feeling from the people on the council that 
their most glorious days were the days that they speak Immaculate Conception School 
you know. This is really kind of the high point. I don’t know… it’s just kind of 
floundering and I remember the impression that almost all interracial groups now are just 
floundering and don’t know what they are doing. 
 
Father James Lyke- I think that is true but I don’t think it is because they are interracial 
though. I think its because people realize that you need an effective tactic or thing to 
really come to grips with the issues and what that thing is no one really knows and when 
people see other people doing a thing that at least seems to be somewhat scraping away at 
the wall of racism, they can’t see themselves doing that. A good example would be the 
risky thing of joining say the union and boycotting downtown stores. I mean I think a 
strong element of white people boycotting the downtown stores would really say a lot. 
Again, that again is something that is really still not coming to grips with racism but that 
still would be a healthy step that I think could make the issue explosive enough that the 
community would really be jumping.  
 
Female Interviewer #1- But that won’t happen? 
 
Father James Lyke- But that won’t happen here. But I think people say in the Catholic 
Relations Council here in Memphis probably realize that it’s those kinds of things that is 
beyond the superficial.  
 
Female Interviewer #1- But I think another thing that is happening, the people on the 
Catholic council are not power people and they exercise power when they could get out 
and read at Immaculate Conception school because you didn’t need economic power to 
be able to do that. King was right when he threw those people into the street to march 
because of his power otherwise, but if the period of that piece of power has passed, for 
the most part (unrecognizable) they are just kind of powerless and it is very frustrating. 


