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Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	I	thought	originally	that	this	was	kind	of	the	end	of	
the	nonviolent	demonstration	because	the	need	for	escalation	and	that	kind	of	thing,	
so	I	saw	that	as	kind	of	a,	kind	of	the	last	time	that	this	would	be	occurring.	I	kind	of	
sensed	that	the	day	of	this	kind	of	demonstration	I	still	feel	bad	because	the	poor	
people’s	march	it	is	finished.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Oh	you	were	in	Washington	last	week?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Yes.	That	thing	is	over	with.	So	that	kind	of	feeling	and	
then	after	that	I	did	talk	to,	I	can	remember	talking	to	Jerry	Worth	over	at	the	union	
asking	him	not	to	bring	Martin	Luther	King	back	in	here.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Why?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	I	felt	it	was	only	pushing	this	funeral	of	the	
nonviolent	thing	further.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	think	that…	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	I	thought	it	would	just	polarize	the	situation	more,.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	think	there	would	be	a	complication	with	(muffled).	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	I	had	the,	I	was	kind	of	assured	by	the	way	it	
worked	out,	he	was	meeting	with	them	and	that	worked	out	an	agreement	with	
them	and	I	think	he	was	seeing	a	whole	new	ballgame	himself	at	that	time.	I	was	
really	going	out	within	the	next	day	that	was	Thursday,	Friday	we	were	going	to	go	
to	the	different	homes,	(muffled).	I	am	sorry	that	I	didn’t.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	now	wait	a	minute	now,	when	was	this?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	This	was	when	he	was	shot	he	was	in	here	you	know	at	
that	time	laying	plans	for	the	second	march	and	they	were	going	to	take	him	around	
to	the	different	housing	projects	with	a	soundtrack,	he	was	going	to	meet	and	greet	
with	the	people	to	try	and	keep	them	cool	and	to	relate	to	them.	They	had	the	
invaders,	the	organized	element	but	there	is	an	unorganized	element	of	(muffled)	
that	could	blow	it.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	was	scheduled	for	the	day	after	he	was	killed?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Right	that	was	a	Friday	and	I	was	going	to	go	out	with	
him	just	to	see	how	he	would	operate	and	get	to	meet	some	of	these	kids	myself.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Had	you	met	him	by	this	time?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	No	I	hadn’t	met	him.		



Joan	Beifuss‐	You	did	not	go	tot	hat	meeting	where	he	gave	the	mountain	top	
speech?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	No	I	missed	that.	But	listening	to	that…	

*Well	you	spoke	to	you	about	going	out	with	the	sound	truck?	Did	you	talk	with	Jim	
Lawson	and	make	arrangements?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	No	it	was		a	one	of	the	young	fellows	that	was	working	
with	the	SCLC	here,	Middleton.	His	name	is	Charles	Middleton,	Middleton	yup.	So	I	
was	over	there	that	afternoon	it	was	Thursday	afternoon…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Over	where?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Minimum	Salary	building.	He	told	me	about	the	thing,	I	
think	(muffled)	at	the	Lorraine	Hotel	at	that	time.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	So	when	did	you	find	out	that	King	had	been	shot?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	I	found	it	out	on	television	here	right	before	I	was	
getting	ready	for	dinner	or	something	it	came	on	the	news	that	he	had	been	shot	it	
interrupted	the	regular	news.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Were	you	surprised?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Yes	I	was	very	very	surprised	and	shocked	and	stunned,	
like	everyone	else.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	did	you	do?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	I	don’t	think	we	kind	of	waited	around	to	see,	that	is	
how	he	was	taken	to	the	hospital	we	just	kind	of	waited	here	to	see	what	happened	I	
don’t…I	can’t	remember	what	I	did	that	night,	I	think	it	was	sort	of	heavy	we	just	sat	
around	sort	of	stunned	I	think.	Didn’t	make	an	effort	to	contact	anybody	or,	I	guess	
we	kind	of	braced	ourselves	around	here	but	there	was	very	little	rioting	around	
here	(muffled).	So	there	was	this	eerie	quiet	here		(muffled)	It	was	the	quietest	night	
I	had	here,	normally	there	is	a	lot	of	noise,	those	two	nights.	Because	then	the	
national	guard	rolled	in	and	patrolled	the	streets.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	was	going	to	say	were	there	a	lot	of	police	and	national	guards	
around	the	streets?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	There	were	(muffled)	up	here	at	Tandy	Park	on	Beal	
Street.	They	weren’t	exposed,	they	kind	of	stayed	there	around	the	corner	there	was	
a	cigar	station	but	in	the	evening	they	would	be	patrolling	in	jeeps	in	the	streets	
during	the	curfew.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Have	you	had	a	chance	to	talk	to	any	of	the	guardsmen?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	No	I	never	thought	to	do	that.		



Joan	Beifuss‐	Then	when	Dr.	King	was	killed	from	a	kind	of	bigger	standpoint	in	
Memphis	did	you	think	that	was	the	end	of	the	nonviolent	movement?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	I	kind	of	felt	well	no.	I	just	could	still	feel	that	it	was	of	
course	it	was	passion	time,	we	are	going	into	the	end	of	lengths.	It	began	to	hit	me	
very	strongly	and	to	tie	in	that	this	was	a	crucifixion	to	a	Christian	witness.	There	
was	the	spirit	and	the	(muffled)	So	that	was	a	very	deep	experience	to	me	again	
reaffirming	like	nothing	else	that	the	presence	of	Christ	from	my	own	faith.	Then	it	
was	unfortunate	to	think	you	were	judged	by	this	(muffled)	and	not	being	always	in	
tune	with	Martin	Luther	King	in	terms	of	strategy	and	the	amazing	having	his	wife	
make	the	same	testimony	at	mason	Temple	a	month	later.	She	did	not	always	
understand	why,	she	did	not	always	know	what	he	was	doing	but	now	she	does.	It	
was	very	very	Mary	like.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	When	was	this?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	The	kick	off	for	the..	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Rally	when	they	came	back.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	I	felt	that	kind	of	way	that	the	whole	world	is	stubborn.	
The	whole	thing	was	so	(muffled)	the	death,	the	crucifixion	of	Christ,	the	(muffled)	
and	the	storm,	the	(muffled)	of	the	rocks	and	the	tearing	curtain,	the	riots.	And	then	
I	still	believe	something	redemptive	will	come	of	this.	I	think	it	already	has,	I	think	
immediately	following	that	response,	international	response	to	this	cannot	be	
explained.	It	is	like	a	moral	miracle.	How		is	this	one	little	guy,	a	preacher	amount	
this	response.	So	then	that	march	the	next	day	was	another	event	that	was	very	rich	
to	me	as	a	minister.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	go	to	the	march	to	Lobe’s	office.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	That	was	interesting	because	Wednesday,	the	white	and	
black	ministerial	alliance	got	together	for	the	first	time	to	talk	about,	talk	things	out	
a	sort	of	tell	it	like	it	is	session.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Who	arranged	that	do	you	know?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	That	was	arranged	I	think	with	Rabbi	Wax	and	who	was	
the	president	I	believe	of	the	ministerial	association	with	reverend	Starks.	Head	of	
the…..they	got	back	together	and	then	there	was,	that	meeting	Wednesday	was	a	lot	
of,	it	was	a	very	racist	meeting	in	terms	of	a	lot	of	hostility	being	spilled	out	and	that	
kind	of	business	and	this	was	getting	up	(muffled).	All	of	that	came	and	then	Frank	
McRay	stood	up	and	suggested	the	march	which	was	interesting	to	me	because	
Frank	McRay	is	a	district	superintendent	here	who	is	a	very	good	friend	of	Lobe.	
Very	close	personal	friend	of	Lobe’s.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Could	Frank	McRay	have	been	(muffled)	with	Lobe.	



Father	William	Greenspun‐	I	think	he	went	to	school	with	him	somewhere	around	
the	line.	I	think,	I	don’t	know.		

Judy	Schultz‐	Is	McRay	originally	from	Memphis?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Yes,	now	whether	he	went	to	school	with	him	or	not	I	
am	not	sure.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Was	he	a	Memphis	district	superintendent?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Yes,	but	a	close	personal	friend	of	Lobe’s.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Yeah	now	you	are	talking	about	Friday	morning	when	you…	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Wednesday.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Ok	this	is	Wednesday.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	as	soon	as	that	was	suggested	they	said	we	want	to	
march	down	and	declare	ourselves	and	tell	Henry	to	get	with	it	and	all	that	kind	of	
business.	Well	they	turn	around	and	some	of	those	white	ministers	were	leaving	the	
door	like	rats	living	a	sinking	ship.	You	turned	around	and	(muffled)	a	good	number	
had	left.	The	fact	is	the	black	ministers	almost	walked	out	in	the	5	minutes	of	the	
meeting.	Well	anyway	there	was	a	meeting	and	inside	of	it	was	another	meeting	and	
this	was	on	Thursday	at	a	Baptist	church	over	on	Mississippi.	Martin	Luther	King	
was	supposed	to	be	there,	Jesse	Jackson	was	there	and	Bevel	came	in	for	awhile.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	is	this..	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	This	is	Thursday	morning.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	This	is	Thursday	morning	and	there	was	a	meeting	at	Baptist	church.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	We	get	together	on	this	march	and	I	said	this	march	will	
never	get	off	the	ground	because	they	were	hedging	and	hawing	and	(muffled)	and	
then		you	had	your	two	elements	of	the	black	clergy	there,	your	more	militant	COME	
group	and	then	you	had	your	kind	of	uncle	tom	segment	of	the	few	and	they	were	
the	friction.	It	was	awful,	Rabbi	Wax	and	Father	(muffled)	got	up	and	made	a	very	
unfortunate	theological	statement…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	kind	of	a	theological	statement?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	he	was	telling	them	that	he	negros	be	patient	and	
this	wasn’t	a	moral	question	until	violence	started	and	just	the	worst	thing	he	could	
say.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	wait	a	minute	because	we	heard	any	mention	about	this	
Thursday	morning	meeting.	This	was	at	what	church	was	it?	



Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	I	am	not	sure,	I	think	it	was	none	of	the	Christ	
church	it	is	on	Mississippi	near	Stevens	Place	and	Walker	I	guess	in	that	area.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Ok	there	were	both	white	and	black	ministers?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Yes	the	Wednesday	meeting	was	the	meeting	in	the	St.	
Mary’s	Cathedral	and	this	was	hosted	by	Dean	Demmick	and	this	was	hosted	by	the	
negros	it	was	the	same,	it	was	a	follow	up	meeting.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Was	it	the	same	people	there,	was	it	a	committee?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Supposed	to	be	the	same	people	and	we	were	going	to	
decide	on	this	march.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Ok	were	there	many	people,	were	there	as	many	as	had	been	at	the	
Wednesday	one?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	No.	There	was	a	society	less	white	ministers.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	have	any	idea	how	many?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	maybe	I	would	say	not	more	than	a	dozen	white	
ministers	in	the	Thursday	meeting	so	that’s	the	night	he	became	shot.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Now	what	was	decided	at	this	meeting?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	We	were	going	to	have	a	meeting	Friday.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Another	meeting.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	I	think,	I	forget	now	someone	was	going	to	draw	up	a	
statement	they	were	working	on	a	statement	that	we	were	going	to	see	if	we	could	
agree	on	and	King	was	shot,	then	there	was	a	meeting,	then	Dean	Demmick	and	
Rabbi	Wax	called	around	and	they	were	going	to	have	a	memorial	service	Friday	
morning.	So	the	church	was	jammed	on	Friday	morning.	And	they	all	moved	over	
into	that	same	room	we	met	in	Wednesday.	It	was	jammed	(muffled).	Someone	had	
to	stay	there	Aldridge,	and	Frank	McRay	and	reverend	Stark	and	they	read	the	
statement.	There	was	no	fooling	around,	everyone	voted	it	in	and	spontaneously	
almost	Dean	Demmick	gets	a	processional	cross	and	starts	out	two	by	two	and	there	
must	have	been	300	strewn	out	I	will	never	forget	this	knowing	Dean	Demmick,	I	
mean	I	couldn’t	believe	my	eyes.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	are	about	the	3rd	person	that	has	said	this.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	So	there	is	an	old	fellow	next	to	me	who	had	been	in	
Memphis	for	40	years,	a	black	minister,	I	mentioned	it	to	him	I	said	this	I	feel	this	is	
a	(muffled)	already	King’s	death.	He	kept	saying	that	is	right,	that	is	right,	he	had	
never	seen	anything	like	this	himself	in	40	years.	That	left	me	with	a	hint	black	
white,	black	white	watching	the	mayor’s	office.	



Judy	Schultz‐	Did	you	march	black	white?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Yeah	it	was..	

Judy	Schultz‐	Everybody	tried	to	get	a	black	partner	if	they	were	white?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Yeah,	it	was	a	funny	thing	the	cops	were	all	lined	up	and	
the	whole	confrontation	of	course	was	funny	because	when	you	figure	it	out	here	is	
Lobe	who	had	just	become	an	Episcopalian	is	being	chewed	out	by	his	former	Rabbi	
and	his	new	pastor	that	was	leading	him	in	with	a	cross.	So	there	he	was	in	this	
situation.		

Judy	Schultz‐	They	are	going	to	get	him	on	either	side.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	wonder	if	Rabbi	Wax	minds	marching	behind	processional	crosses?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Jackson	of	course	got	in	the	act	he	was	screaming	at	
Lobe	too.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Was	it	Jackson	who	said	lay	it	on	the	black	ministers.		

Father	William	Greenspun‐	He	was	screaming	at	Lobe	to	come	down.	Come	down,	
lay	on	us.	(muffled)		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you,	what	was	your	impression	of	Lobe	in	that	meeting?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	As	always	I	think	Lobe	has	extraordinary	control	over	
himself.	He	is	a	very	gracious,	I	mean	I	kind	of	like	Lobe	he	is	an	attractive	person	
anyways.	I	don’t	think	he	is	an	evil	man,	I	think	he	is	a	man	of	his	convictions.	But	he	
is	very	stubborn.	It	would	be	better	if	he	didn’t	have	so	much	of	this	stubborn	
integrity,	I	would	much	rather	have	a	compromising	guy	in	there	who	would	be	able	
to	compromise.	I	don’t	think	he	knows	how	to	compromise.	

Judy	Schultz‐	Well	do	you	think	h	e	respond	at	all	to	the	ministers	at	that	meeting?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	He	was	very	gracious	and	at	that	point	he	said	you	know	
we	are	trying	to	get	this	thing	out	of	the	way	and	I	think	either	the	negotiations	or	
arbitrations	are	done	in	a	way	of	being	(muffled).	So	then	we	all	started	to	get	out	
and	then	Dick	Moon	made	his	little	talk	and	he	started	(muffled)	there.	(muffled).	
Which	kind	of	upset	a	lot	of	the	ministers	including	me,	I	looked	at	that	as	kind	of	
(muffled)	disrupting	the	march,	I	just	thought	there	was	no	need	for	that	response	
in	that	moment.		

Judy	Schultz‐	In	other	words	you	think	that	most	of	the	ministers	really	felt	that	Dick	
had	maybe	disrupted	the	spirit?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Not	only	that	but	I	think	maybe	he	was	just	ruled	by	the	
spirit	of	the	moment.	It	was	not	in	the	plans	and	this	hadn’t	been	agreed	on	and	
agreement	on	the	statement	was	really	good.	It	took	away	from	the	statement	I	
would	much	rather	have	that	statement	published	in	full	than	Dick	Moon’s…	



Joan	Beifuss‐	In	other	words	you	want	the	spirit	moving	through…	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	I	don’t	either,	I	said	the	same	to	sister	Marie,	you	are	
there	I	am	not	there	I	think	it	is	just	a	matter	of	strategy	and	what	you	feel	he	should	
do.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Was	this	meeting	with	Lobe	that	morning,	did	anyone	offer	prayers	or	
anything	like	that	or	was	it	just	a	presentation	of	the	statement	plus	the	talks.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	it	was	a	very,	it	was	a	scriptural	statement,	it	was	
based	theologically.	Not	just	a	statement,	so	included	in	the	statement	was	really	a	
response.	I	think		prayer,	we	had	just	come	from	prayer	and	liturgy	and	this	was	
kind	of	a	witness	flowing	out	of	that	prayer,	I	could	see	that	as	part	of	the	liturgy	we	
started	that	morning.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	(muffled)	or	anything?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	He	looked	confused,	I	saw	a	different	Lobe,	he	didn’t	
externally	lose	his	composure	but	hew	was	shaken	in	a	way	I	had	not	seen	him	
before,	he	did	not	look	as	confident.	Of	course	this	is	a	terrible	thing	you	have	300	
guys	there.	But	he	was	not	the	same	Lobe.	He	was	not	the	Lobe	that	was	out	at	St.	
Louis	fielding	questions,	not	that	guy.	I	felt	that	he	did	want	to	get	it	settled.	
(muffled).	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	know	whose	idea	it	was	to	bring	in	the	bishop	the	next	day?	
(Muffled)	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	I	got	a	call	from	Chicago	it	was	Matt	Allen	again	from	
Chicago	the	bishop	who	marched.	I	talked	to	the	bishop	about	that	at	the	mass.	We	
got	a	phone	call	after	the	memorial	mass	at	Immaculate	Conception.	We	both	talked	
to	Matt	Allen	there	and	he	was	(muffled)	and	we	decided	to	march	and	so	I	called	
Lawson	and	told	him	he	was	thinking	of	the	bishop	to	come.	(muffled)	Then	Lawson	
raised	the	question	and	he	came	here	and	I	took	them	over.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Who	arranged	for	the	memorial	mass	at	immaculate	conception.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	I	think	father	(Isoline?)	the	(muffled)	communications.	

Judy	Schultz‐	Well	did	Jim	Lawson	ask	the	bishop	once	he	came	in	to	make	his,	to	
speak	from	the	platform?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	he	had	asked	him	the	night	before	to	do	that.	It	was	
known	they	wanted	a	short	statement	by	the	(muffled).	So	then	George	Higgins		
came	in	here	and	some	other	people	that	day.	George	Higgins	is	head	of	he	social	
action	department.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Who	else	was	in	your	church	national	board	(muffled).	



Father	William	Greenspun‐	Father	McCarthy,	he	is	George	Higgins	assistant,	I	think	
that	is	the	only	clergy	that,	I	think	I	don’t	remember	any	that	I	saw	there	and	then	
some	of	your	Jack	Sisson,	and	Matt	Allen	and	these	people.	Sister	Peters,	Mr.	Handolf	
who	is	the	urban	training	thing	(muffled).	So	the	kind	of	catholic,	they	were	
represented	here.	There	wasn’t,	and	there	were	a	few	people	that	I	had	known	from	
the	national	council	of	churches	there.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	find	that	march,	that	memorial	march…	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Dr.	Hunter	was	there	,	he	was	the	president	of	the	
national	council	of	churches.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	find	the	memorial	march	a	good	expression,	I	am	trying	to	say	
exactly…	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Yeah	it	was	respectful	and	I	find	that	I	always,	it	is	just	
too	long.	These	things	just	kill	to	much…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	The	first	one	was	pretty	short.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Yeah.	It	is	just	too	much,.	The	same	thing	of	the	poor	
people’s	campaign	they	have	to	have	20	speeches…	

Judy	Schultz‐	Now	do	you	think	this	is	possible	because	culturally	we	are	oriented	to	
a		shorter	service	and	fewer	speeches	whereas	negro	culture	here	at	least	in	the	
south	I	mean	even	their	church	services	go	on	2	or	3	hours.	Where	anybody	if	your	
service	goes	over	an	hour	people	start	looking	at	their	watches.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	That	is	true	I	think,	yes.	I	don’t	like	go	to	(muffled)	
service	either,	it	goes	until	about	11	of	course	there	is	education.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Then	what	do	you	find	redemptive	that	has	come	out	of	Dr.	King’s	
death	in	Memphis?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	I	have	to,	I	think	certain	people	have	been	turned	
on	or	had	their	head	turned	in	a	different	role	over	that.	I	think	what	come	sot	mind	
is	John	T.	Fisher,	a	very	trusted	(muffled)	and	certain	people	like	him.	(muffled)	the	
lawyer,	a	number	of	people	I	think	had	to	do	some	serious	re‐evaluation	of	Memphis	
and	what	Memphis	means	to	them	now.	It	has	caused	a	lot	of	really	searching	on	the	
part	of	some	people.	Now	that	has	not	been	so	much	evident	in	external	
manifestation	and	there	is	other,	there	is	a	lot	of	people,	well	I	just	got	a	call	from	a	
girl	who	teaches	at	immaculate	conception	college,	6	or	7	girls	have	been	over	to	
Zeke	Bell’s	church	on	Sunday	and	mentioned	the	dialogue	of	people.	Now	see	this	
was	when	immaculate	conception	had	a	conservative	parish.	So	little	kind	of	breaks	
of	the	dike	that	you	are	seeing	from	this.	Even	(muffled)	the	resurrection	there	
wasn’t	a	great…but	I	think	there	is	a	new	process	here,	there	is	a	new	converse.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	(muffled)	



Father	William	Greenspun‐	I	thin	it	got	the	militants	thinking	too.	I	think	they	
somewhat	after	that.	I	don’t	know	about	what	is	going	to	happen	here	it	is	very	fluid,	
the	whole	black	community.	I	am	quite	frankly	just	sitting	here	now	waiting	for	it	to	
settle	down.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Were	you	at	the	COME	meeting	last	week?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	No	I	just	heard	about	that.		They	have	another	one	
tomorrow	night	which	should	be	very	(muffled)	because	we	had	one	here	tomorrow	
night	there	is	an	interesting	idea	about	a	co‐op.	Part	of	our	role	here	though	
(muffled).		

Joan	Beifuss‐	Operation	Switchboard.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	We	are	already,	our	relations	hip	with	Lawson	and	
COME	the	professional	nature	that	we	have	serve	as	kinks	in	a	very	interesting	
clinical	experiment	going	on	with	St.	Joe’s	doctors.	(muffled)	SO	we	kind	of	bring	
people	together	and	step	aside,	but	see	now	these	two	doctors	are	part	of	our	little	
community,	(muffled).	They	are	part	of	our	worshipping	community.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	(muffled).	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Both	have	joined	us.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	They	have	joined	the	church?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	(muffled)	We	are	picking	up	these	families	coming	here	
and	we	will	soon	have	an	integrated	Sunday	school	with	Clayborne	Temple’s.	They	
want	their	children	to	have	that	experience.	We	have	a	Mrs.	Fox	out	here	who	works	
with	the	negro	art	teacher	to	get	children	here	to	play.	See	we	want	o	have	an	
integrated	witness	here.	So	even	the	sewing	classes	(muffled).	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	was	your	reaction	to	the	poor	people’s	march	in	Washington?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Kind	of	mixed	again	I	had	a	lot	of	reservation	about	it.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Did	you	before	the	march	did	you	see	reservations?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	I	was	up,	no	I	really	came	in	from	New	York	I	had	
been	in	a	meeting	the	first	time	I	had	really	gone	down	to	some	thing	like	that.	Well	I	
don’t	know,	again	if	anything	redemptive	we	could	have	thought	of	that.		Maybe,	
depends	on	what	happens.	Because	par	t	of	the	problem	is	that	all	of	the	changes	in	
legislation	of	the	civil	rights	work	were	taken	care	of	because	you	could	pass	a	law.	
But	you	just	can’	t	suddenly	implement	guaranteed	income.	So	these	people	are	
coming	with	demands	without	taking	the	time	out	to	even	think	out	the	social	
philosophy	of	it.	It	is	very	superficial	and	impoverished	kind	of	rationale	for	what	
they	want.	I	like	to	find	a	balance	here,	maybe	if	they	want	a	greater	situation	there	
has	to	be	overthrow	and	revolution.	I	agree	with	kind	of	(muffled)	response	to	it,	a	
lot	of	the	response	of	church	people	in	general,	that	was	the	national	council	of	



churches	(Muffled).	Not	knowing	what	the	demands	are,	and	another	thing	it	is	
involved	because	in	order	to	retain	their	leadership	and	to	stay	on	top	of	dynamics	
of	the	militant	versus	them.	They	have	to	treat,	where	formerly	they	would	come	
and	the	people	like	myself	involving	civil	rights	would	really	lock	hands	and	arms	
and	we	would	march.	There	would	be	joint	planning	and		praying	and	singing.	That	
is	not	there	anymore.	You	are	asked	to	come	in	with	disdain	ad	you	are	not	told	
when	people	are	coming,	and	churches	did	a	lot	of	hard	work	and	they	wouldn’t	tell	
them	anything	and	then	they	sent	it	to	the	wrong	church	and	suddenly	it	got	
announced	that	4	busloads	of	people	would	be	dumped	on	you	and	just	take	them.	
So	that	relationship	with	SCLC	and	the	whites	working	with	is	very	strained,	
because	a	new	ball	game,	not	knowing.	And	part	of	it	is,	just	speaking	humanly,	very	
poor	leadership	certain	organization	ability.	(muffled).	It	is	a	movement	can	you	
expect,	this	is	part	of	our	hang	up	again,	expecting	sophistication	in	a	movement	like	
this.	I	don’t	know	how	that	will	work	out	and	who	knows	all	the	real	problems	
Abernathy	has	(muffled).	So	that	is	part	of	it	see	they	have	to	react	against	you	now	
because	before	I	think	they	were	really	concerned	with	integration	and	moving	
towards	it	and	I	don’t	think	they	are	so	much	now.	So	in	order	to	become	what	they	
want	to	become	they	have	to	react	because	that	reaction	to	it	is	part	of	it	by	giving	
the	wrong	ego	and	so	on.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Are	you	(muffled)	theology	of	violence	being	(muffled).	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	No	I	haven’t	really	any	first	hand	other	than	(muffled),	
can	articulate	that.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	I	had	never	heard	anybody	articulate	it	well,	whether…	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	(muffled)	Carmichael	he	is	pretty	articulate	I	think.	
But	again		he	is	out	of	that	little	(muffled)	and	so	is	Ratt	Brown.	(muffled)	Here	again	
it	is	so	unsophisticated	that	they	went	through	their	funds,	that	kind	of	thing	and	
don’t	really	establish.	Maybe	you	have	to	go	through	that	but	I	was	think	that	this	
movement,	this	self	need	again	for	personalhood	and	kind	of	self	group	identity.	It	
kind	of	goes	back	to	inferiority	complex	and	replacing	it	with	the	real	confidence	
and	(muffled).	Really	refreshing	to	me.	Almost	rejoice	in	being	rejected	because	it	is	
part	of	the	enabling	that.	I	think	again	you	see	the	catholic	churches	all	offer	it	
because	it	understands	this,	they	basically	begin	to	understand	it	I	don’t	even	think	
the	church	can	because	of	my	own	experience	there.	See	the	Irish	power	structured	
church.	This	is	why	it	was	(muffled)	I	look	at	the	theology		of	the	thing	one	true	
church	this	was	all	part	of	building	a	kind	of	prides	the	Irish	then	could	say	to	
everyone	go	to	hell	we	are	going	to	be	saved	we	have	the	one	true	church	we	don’t	
need	your	country	trobbs	and	this	kind	of	thing,	and	that	is	what	the	black	man	is	
beginning	to	say	god	is	black.	The	Irish,	this	church,	catholic	church	group	kept	the	
middle	class	involved	in	the	upper	class	because	hw	else	would	you	get	the	
institutions.	A	tremendous	outlay	of	hospitals	and	schools	and	colleges	and	the	ivy	
league	schools,	so	we	built	Georgetown.	Again	you	can	say	to	hell	with	you	I	don’t	
have	to	go	to	Yale.	The	black	man	doesn’t	have	any	chips	he	doesn’t	have	anything	to	
build	this.	This	is	why	the	young	leadership	is	so	frustrated	they	don’t	even	have	



this.	They	are	trying	to	see	where	to	go,	they	see	a	need	for	it	and	so	I	think	we	have	
to	be,	we	have,	should	have	I	think	a	lot	of	priests	even	Irish	priests	doing	this	work	
long	enough.	But	there	are	different	levels	of	these	things	even	a	priest	(muffled).	
Some	one	like	Graffe	who	could	identify	them	because	they	had	been	out	of	the	
power	structure	within	the	catholic	church	they	felt	alienation.	I		is	really	funny	I	
was	talking	to	an	inner	city	fellow		in	Newhaven	Connecticut,	it	is	an	Irish	fellow.	
Feeling	alienated	from	Hartford	(muffled).	And	determining	roles	is	difficult	today,	
everyone	is	in	the	role	crisis	and	the	identity	crisis.	Malcolm	Blackburn	has	a	role	I	
can’t	fill.	I	wouldn’t	attempt	it.	Malcolm	might	eventually	end	up	living	here	with	us	
(muffled).	Then	the	roles	can	be	(muffled).	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Let’s	go	back	to	Memphis	for	just	a	minute	did	you	see	where	the	
chamber	of	commerce	is	launching	4	million	dollar	project?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	That	came	up	at	the	meeting	the	other	day	the	
ecumenical	downtown	ministers	group	and	we	decided	that	someone	in	the	group	
would	find	out	what	that	was	all	about	since	(muffled).	In	one	sense	it	is	
misunderstood	by	many	liberals.	(muffled)	To	me	it	represents	a	new	kind	of	vital	
civic	leadership.	It	was	needed,	I	don’t	see	it	as….	

Judy	Schultz‐	If	it	is	used	constructively	to	ventilate	the	whole	city.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Just	the	Memphis	care	kind	of	business.	You	can’t	take	
out	of	it	because	that	is	what	the	chamber	of	commerce	is	that	is	what	it	is	for.	So	
that	could	be	a	good	thing	because	it	certainly	is	lagging	behind	people	(muffled).	I	
think	industry	and	enlightenment	will	all	help	the	situation	and	make	more	jobs.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	That	is	why	I	was	saying	you	kind	of	hate,	I	keep	thinking	that	Meyer	
Dreifuss	could	raise	$13,000		for	her	summer	project	and	this	kind	of	thing	and	the	
chamber	can	suddenly	pledge	$4	million	but	it	is	true	that	in	the	long	range	you	
have	to	get	the	industry.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	they	see	it	as	an	investment.	Well	that	is	what	we	
immediately	say	is	why	didn’t	they	put	that	$4	million….I	believe	$4	million	could	be	
down	the	drain	we	could	spend	that	in	6	months	and	then	where	are	we?		(muffled)	
Unless	we	come	to	grips	with	the	wider	aspects	of	the	question	of	the	city.	So	we	are	
very	much	interested	here	in	not	just	getting	trapped	in	seeing	the	ghetto	and	the	
negro	and	racial	problems	as	the	only	problem	in	the	city,	we	are	going	to	fight	for	
metropolitan	(muffled).	And	even	the	cities,	the	smaller	cities	need	to	reclaim,	this	is	
a	wide	thing.	If	there	were	no	black	people	in	the	city	(muffled).	Quite	frankly,	for	
me,	if	I	am	pairing	with	the	crisis	and	I	think	I	see	in	suburbia	mid	class	now	being	
exposed	to	the	crisis	or	so	called	crisis	of	its	people.	Quite	frankly	I	take	the	crisis	of	
the	people	here	rather	than	suburbia.	Just	think	the	crisis	is	deeper	than	one	of	the	
increasing	ones	in	suburbia.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Why?	



Father	William	Greenspun‐	Well	in	a	sense	of	losing	their	person	how	it	feels	
crushed	in	the	system	how	it	feels	powerless	in	the	city	making	over	their	destiny	
and	everyone	is	scrounging	around	and	they	are	talk	about	this,	and	the,	what	the	
city	is	droning	on	about	seeking	status	symbols.		

Judy	Schultz‐	I	think…	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	(muffled)	so	the	generation	gap	is	a	tremendous	
problem	in	suburbia.	This	(muffled)	came	form	England.	I	can	just	imagine	the	
conversation	that	goes	on	with	his	doctor	father	outside	of	London	in	a		little	town.	
Really	rejecting	value	system	and	the	whole	thing	in	the	middle	class.	

Judy	Schultz‐	And	it	is	much	more	difficult	to	deal	with	a	crisis	with	your	value	
system	than	it	is	whether	or	not	you	have	enough	food	on	your	table.	It	is	two	
different	kinds	of	problems,.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Because	everything,	the	whole	ethic	that	the	white	
middle	class	worker,	the	Calvinistic	ethic	that	you	have	to	you	know	so	much	
depends	on	what	you	make	and	what	you	are	doing	in	the	economic	system.	What	
happens	when	60%	of	the	middle	class	become	in	a	very	short	time	unemployed?	
People	began	to	sense	this.	Now	the	men	were	involved	in	(muffled).	They	were	
already	going	to	schools	3	weekends	out	of	the	month	busy	trying	to	keep	up	with	
these	machines.	You	know	we	are	just	inferior	computers,	everything	we	have	been	
trained	to	do,	structural	problems,	any	structural	way,	we	are	just	inferior	
computers.	Why,	this	is	the	kind	of	thing	that	is	just	beginning	to	sneak	into	people.	
That	is	why	you	have	taking	over	the	schools	and	if	money	were	put	into	the	ghetto	
you	would	discover	educational	environments	that	everyone	would	need.	My	theory	
is	that	the	things	that	are	beginning	to	happen	in	this	culture	are	going	to	be	things	
that	the	white	man	are	going	to	desperately	need,	even	the	social	philosophy,	they	
are	going	to	start	producing	social	philosophers	like	they	have	basketball	players.	
You	know	all	the	superficiality	goes	on	in	the	social	thing.	So	I	can	see	this	is	why	the	
races	need	one	another,	this	is	why	I	am	pledged	to	reconciliation.	Already	they	have	
things	that	they	need	out	there	desperately.	Black	people	right	now	without		being	
uplifted	an	inch	in	terms	of	their	outlook	on	life.	These	welfare	people	kind	of	make	
it.	They	are	developing	a	style	like	we	are	going	to	have	to	develop.	Right	now	it	is	
(muffled)	You	say	well	why	aren’t	you	out	working.	Figure	it	out	well	I	have	to	go	
out	and	sweep	a	latrine	40	hours	and	make	less	than	I	would	get…It	doesn’t	make	
sense.	So	all	that	unemployment	business,	it	is	going	to	be	a	hang	up.	The	leisure	
time	problem	is	jut	as	crucial	as	the	racial	problem.		

Joan	Beifuss‐	You	say,	do	you	remember	any	kind	of	political,	well	do	you	see	any	
white	leadership	emerging	since	the	strike?	Any	viable	white	leadership,	white	
liberal	leadership	I	mean	I	suppose	that	is	what	I	am	saying	politically.		

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Not	really,	well	think	the	leadership	has	got	to	come	
from,	this	youth	movement	whatever	it	is	like	the	very	top	of	the	black	militant	
group.	It	has	got	to	be	a	new	coalition	formed.	A	liberal	leadership	particularly	here,	



but	traditional	but	now	is	all	gung	ho	for	(muffled)	Because	(muffled)	is	what	they	
understand.	Every	by	pass	they	are	not	going	to	make	it	and	they	play	their	role	
(muffled).	I	don’t	know	I	just	think	that	what	is	going	to	happen	is	the	servers	are	
going	to	get	the	reigns	and	down	72.	Maybe	they	need	to	I	don’t	know.	(muffled)	I	
hope	there	will	be	a	new	coalition	based	and	really	change	society	the	way	the	new	
deal	kind	of	did.	The	thing	that	(muffled)	will	put	together…kind	of	put	labor	and	the	
liberal	element	together.	

Joan	Beifuss‐	What	is	the	deal	here	are	you	with	(muffled)	the	labor	union	or	
whatever	comments…	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	Our	relations	ship	here	is	really	to	be	supportive	and	
enabling	to	them	any	way	we	can	without	assuming	any	kind	of	leadership.	We	just	
have	backed	off	that	decision.	We	have	not,	we	are	kind	of	running	around	with	
plugs	seeing	what	kind	of	things	there	are	to	plug	into.	We	haven’t	really	looked	at	
all	those	yet,	so	you	look	at	all	the	plugs	and	so	then	we	are	constantly	talking	
among	ourselves,	so	this	we	want	why	exposure	and	we	don’t	know	enough	if	the	
city	to	back	itself.	Great	chunks	of	the	city	because	of	the	crisis	you	are	involved	with	
over	200	people	that	you	know	perhaps	in	a	way	you	could	never	know	in	2	years	
that	is	good.	But	other	people	now	that	you	are	shut	off	from	that	I	am	trying	to	dig	
into.	I	want	the	more	conservative	people,	and	the	more	conservative	whit4es.	SO	
we	are	constantly	going	to	be	reaching	out	to	all	these	elements	before	we…of	
course	you	can’t	do	that,	another	crisis	may	come	and	you	have	to	make	a	decision.	
So	eventually	we	will	taylor	this	down	I	think.	The	white	(muffled).	Now	I	would	like	
to	schedule	about	50	people	I	would	like	to	see.	Which	I	think	you	are	doing,	I	want	
to	get	around	and	just	talk	to	people	and	see	what	they	feel	about	their	city.	

Judy	Schultz‐	If	you	would	like	to	join	us	in	the	taping	sessions,	you	could	runaround	
and	tape.	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	You	got	a	good	sense	of	this	doing	this.	I	wish	I	had,	what	
you	are	doing	I	should	do	really.	You	kind	of	got	a	feel	if	you	talk	to	people,	it	is	hard	
to	get	a	relationship	with	these	people	when	you	are	talking	(muffled).	You	know	
you	walk	in	now	and	they	uncle	tom	you	or…I	just	don’t	even	visit	with	people	
across	the	street	until	we	have	seen	them	on	the	porch	and	they	have	gotten	used	to	
you.	Looking	at	their	kids	(muffled)	they	won’t	come	over,	that	kind	of	thing.	It	takes	
time	before	you	can	even…and	that	is	really	the	only	way	I	would	really	want	to	help	
them.	Get	to	know	them	and	then	they	say	well,	kind	of	the	friend	thing	rather	than	
some	kind	of	dispensing	thing	with	funds	or	clothes	or…	

Joan	Beifuss‐	Do	you	want	to	make	a	final	statement	for	the	tape?	

Father	William	Greenspun‐	No	I	just…(Tape	End)	


