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[0:00:00]

Pegy Jemison:
– 1979.  Pegy Jemison and Rae Ann Kremer are interviewing Mr. Polk Agee, the oldest practicing architect in Tennessee.  We are interviewing him for the Neighborhood History and Public Policy Project which is funded by a grant from the Tennessee Committee for the Humanities.

This is May 30, 1979.

Mr. Agee, we’re so glad to be interviewing you this morning, and we understand that you have been in this neighborhood a long time.  Could you tell me how you started coming in to this neighborhood and what caused you to build your home and to do much of the work here?
Polk Agee:
Well, Mr. CM Jacobsen was devout land builder back in the ‘20s and early ‘30s.  
[0:01:00]

And he came to me one day and said that he’d decided to develop this area now of Vollintine, east of Evergreen, or west of Evergreen, and east of Foxdale at that time, I guess.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Foxdale.

Polk Agee:
Yeah.  
Rae Ann Kremer:
Now this is Mr. Jacobsen of –

[Crosstalk]


Jacobsen, Lubbock, now.
Polk Agee:
That’s right.

Pegy Jemison:
And he was the only partner at that time.  Was –
Polk Agee:
At that time, he was the only partner.  Mr. Lubbock came in after World War II, and he was an engineer, and –
[0:02:00]

naturally, he helped lay out _____ work they had to do there and so forth.  So when we first came to the part where we were going to develop this situation, the whole area here was practically fields with the exception of West Mclain and just north of Vollintine.  And that area at that time was a golf course and it was owned by a Mr. Cline, C-L-I-N-E.  And you’d pay to go in there and play, which was a very nice asset at that particular time for people to come into this area.

[0:03:00]

So –
Pegy Jemison:
So that mighta been one of the attractions to the –
Polk Agee:
That was one of the attractions.  In fact, it was an attraction to me, although I’m quite a dub at play and draw [laughs].  But I enjoyed it, and some of the children and friends in the neighborhood, they – but we started this development here, and laid it out again in I think about 1988, somewhere in that neighborhood.  And I had a choice of the lots in this area, and I selected this particular one here because I could buy the area back with my original lot, which has developed into Woodland and very beautiful.

[0:04:00]

way out there _____, natural beauty.  That’s why I decided on this lot.
Pegy Jemison:
And this lot is 1874 North, right?


[Crosstalk]

Polk Agee:
_____, right, yes.  But it in the originally 120 feet in depth, 60 feet wide.  And now it’s 400 feet in depth, approximately.  And I have an area of 40x70 where I have my garden house _____ and things like that.  And the idea was to try to keep this with the colonial atmosphere which I feel like that I’ve done because I designed just about 90 percent of the houses in this particular area..  Of course, some of the people had their own plans –
[0:05:00]

and architect at that time _____ in here.  And I feel like that the way this was developed, it’s turned into a very beautiful neighborhood, and the houses were you might say middle class houses, nothing too elaborate.  But _____ of trying to get all of ’em with a colonial atmosphere and half of ’em different is quite a feat in a way.  But when you’ve got a group right together, and you have to watch your step _____.  So is there anything else that you would like to ask me?
Pegy Jemison:
All right.  Well, so in 1938, you and –
[0:06:00]

you had began to do much of the architectural design, and Mr. Jacobsen started building the subdivision.

Polk Agee:
Yeah, I’d say in 90 percent of it _____ –
Pegy Jemison:
You did about 90 percent.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Do you know how the streets were named?

Polk Agee:
They were named?  Yes.  This is North Rainbow, and when you make a horseshoe back into Mclain, that forms and East Rainbow, and the south _____ would naturally being South Rainbow.  And it is bisected from Mclain with a street called Monticello, which carries out the colonial –
Pegy Jemison:
It was name for – 

Polk Agee:
_____.

Pegy Jemison:
Was it named for Jefferson _____ Monticello?

Polk Agee:
Could be.  But that’s really one of the most beautiful pieces of architecture that I knew of _____.
Rae Ann Kremer:
Who named the street?

[0:07:00]
Polk Agee:
I presume Mr. Jacobsen did.  Of course, this is called Colonial Subdivision.

Pegy Jemison:
Is that what the name of the subdivision, Colonial Subdivision?

Polk Agee:
Yeah.

Rae Ann Kremer:
And it was those streets you just mentioned.

Polk Agee:
That’s right.

Pegy Jemison:
Rainbow and Monticello and Mclain.

Polk Agee:
Yeah.  North and South Rainbow.  East Rainbow and Monticello.

Pegy Jemison:
Do you happen to remember what the houses sold for?

Polk Agee:
Well, [laughs] sounds ridiculous to tell you that now because at that time, they were very reasonable compared with today’s prices.  The houses sold anywhere between I would say $9,000.00 and maybe $14,000.00.

Pegy Jemison:
And about how many square feet would they have in them?  
[0:08:00]

Do you have any –?

Polk Agee:
They would average, I’d judge somewhere in the neighborhood of 1,250 to 1,800 square feet at that time.

Pegy Jemison:
Were the sales brisk?  Did you have good sales for the subdivision?

Polk Agee:
Yes, we did because people were looking for a nice subdivision to locate in, and we would find I would call ’em clients.  Some people call ’em customers.  But nevertheless, they would look at the lots, you see, and select one, and then we would design a home with incorporating their ideas and mine, see?

Pegy Jemison:
Mm-hmm.

Polk Agee:
And keeping in mind _____ the situation because architectures _____ control, you see –
[0:09:00]

of all the houses designs, and they tried to work for the client or the customer themselves to keep costs down and within a particular range.
Pegy Jemison:
Well, about what year was the area sold out and people living here?

Polk Agee:
I would say that it was sold out by 1940.

Pegy Jemison:
In about a two-year period.

Polk Agee:
About a two-year period, yeah.  Might run one way or another two or three months.

Pegy Jemison:
It’s just behavior World War II.

Polk Agee:
That’s right.

Pegy Jemison:
And so then what was life like when you were moving in and the World War I – I mean, II ban?

Rae Ann Kremer:
Were you one of the first people to move in?

Polk Agee:
_____ was about, I guess, the third because some of lots has been sold and I had friends that I knew –
[0:10:00]

quite well, and I designed their home.  They had two homes to the east of me here _____ older than I am.

[Crosstalk]

Pegy Jemison:
What homes are they?

Polk Agee:
They were originally _____ now it is, but at that time, it belonged to a _____ Miller, Esther Reeves.

Pegy Jemison:
Reeves?

Polk Agee:
Yeah.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Do you remember which Reeves?

Polk Agee:
Well, we called him – his name was William Reeves.

Pegy Jemison:
William Reeves, R-E-E-V-E-S.

Polk Agee:
That’s right.  And he was connected with Lane Boa, and they engineers who developed water works and things of that character, you see.

Pegy Jemison:
All right.  And so that home was one of the first – or the first and then there was one more, you said.

Polk Agee:
One right next door to me.

[0:11:00]

Mr. McDonald.

Pegy Jemison:
Right here on North Rainbow.

Polk Agee:
That’s right.
Pegy Jemison:
Over to your – that would be east.

Polk Agee:
Yeah.  That’s right.

Pegy Jemison:
And Mr. McDonald.  And what McDonald was that?

Polk Agee:
Well, he was connected with this tobacco company, had stock in that.  They always called him Mac.  So at times when I would forget his first name.

Pegy Jemison:
Well, now it sounded like that the daughter of Grieves still lived in the house.

Polk Agee:
She did live in it.  That was Mr. Bender, B-E-N-D-E-Are, and they sold that house about I would assume when the neighborhood – five or six here’s ago.  And the sales on houses here, they go just like hotcakes.
Pegy Jemison:
Would you happen to know that they’re selling for?
Polk Agee:
Well, the last one right across the street, the small house

[0:12:00]

sold for $45,000.00 just about, oh, I guess three weeks ago.

Pegy Jemison:
And who bought that, Mr. Agee.

Polk Agee:
Well, I couldn’t tell you who bought it, because the people that live in there now, have not told me, and they’re not gonna move up out until sometime in June.  But I don’t know who bought it, but they seem to be a nice people from what I can understand.  We’ve been fortunate in that respect.

Rae Ann Kremer:
In the resale of houses.  You’ve had –
Polk Agee:
In having nice neighbors.

Pegy Jemison:
Have you had any blacks move into the subdivision?

Polk Agee:
Not on our street.  They had one or two on Monticello, and maybe one or two on South Rainbow.

Pegy Jemison:
Are they nice people?

Polk Agee:
Oh, yeah.  They seem to be –

[Crosstalk]

Pegy Jemison:
Keeping the house up and –
[0:13:00]

Polk Agee:
– and there on Bailey, I guess _____ commercial field.  There’s a house on the corner of Monticello and Mclain, and we have professors and lawyers and people like that all high-class people.

Pegy Jemison:
Well, and so the neighborhood is still hold up, selling well, and professional-type people moving in.

Polk Agee:
That’s right.  Got ’em all around us.  Right across the street is Dr. Lowry he used to be with Southwestern _____.  He retired.  Wonderful person.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Are there many young people with children that are moving in?

Polk Agee:
We’ve seen three generations – _____ this area here, and a new crop of ’em now.

Pegy Jemison:
[Laughs] _____ interesting.

[0:14:00]

Polk Agee:
So for a while, I thought it was gonna be an old folks home _____ but then they became to come in, why they put a level of liveliness in the area.

Pegy Jemison:
But going back now, are there some of the original buyers besides yourself living in this area?

Polk Agee:
Yes.  McDonald home here, is the only one that I know of –
Pegy Jemison:
And yours.

Polk Agee:
And ours, yes.

Pegy Jemison:
And younger generations or even a third generation.  Who is the third generation?

Polk Agee:
Well, I’d have to just go ahead and give you the names as I remember ’em –
Pegy Jemison:
Sure.

Polk Agee:
Mrs.  Tines over here, who’s one of the writers in this Evergreen Neighborhood _____.

[0:15:00]


Pegy Jemison:
Okay.

Polk Agee:
She has children.  And there’s another group down there named Arnold he’s a lawyer, and they had children.  That’s two.  Then there’s one across the street –

[Crosstalk]


– sold, yeah.  And they had two _____.  One’s a little boy, and a small girl.  And they’re the ones that sold this house for $45,000.00, and he’s – let’s see.  What’d they call _____.  He’s a Presbyterian, and they have this church out near Germantown.  I guess they –
Pegy Jemison:
Mella?

[0:16:00]

Polk Agee:
I guess they pulled away from the original Presbyterian Church.

Pegy Jemison:
Central, Central Presbyterian?  I mean, Central Church?

Polk Agee:
I don’t know _____.

Rae Ann Kremer:
_____ Presbyterian on _____.

Pegy Jemison:
Right.  Reformed –
Polk Agee:
But this one is out –
Pegy Jemison:
There’s one on Walnut Grove.

Polk Agee:
Yeah, way out there, I believe that’s what it is on Walnut Grove.  Way out there.

Pegy Jemison:
Well, now your design, you like and feature the colonial, and also you said the English Tudor.  Have you designed many of those houses in this VECA neighborhood?

Polk Agee:
Not many of the English houses because we were working on colonial atmosphere, you might say.

Rae Ann Kremer:
What about Hallwood?

[0:17:00]


On a kinda English –
Polk Agee:
Oh, Hallwood has.  I’ve had some houses there, but they’re colonial.  You have periods of colonial.  Let me see about a book here that – that’s my stick.  I’ll lose that and sometimes _____.  I hope I’m not –

[Break in audio]
Pegy Jemison:
Mr. Agee was the architect for several English homes.  One was in Hein Park which he designed for Dr. CL Baker.  He also –

[Break in audio]

And that was in 1926.

[Break in audio]
Rae Ann Kremer:
– Hein Park for BE Booth.

Pegy Jemison:
All right.

[Break in audio]

– Agee wrote some time ago in a pamphlet,

[0:18:00]

“The Tudor home is a fitness and charm difficult to equal.  The fascination of this type of architecture is accentuated by the use of the heavy hand hune timbering, and beams.  There is a picturesque sturdiness to this old-style, hand timbered construction that suggests protection, beauty, and long life” And he has incorporated this and designed.  These are in his words.

[Break in audio]

– scrap book of Mr. Agee’s which starts in about 1926, and was when he first came to Memphis.  You came in 1924?

Polk Agee:
’22.

Pegy Jemison:
’22.  And actually, started practicing at that time.
Polk Agee:
Well, I started originally practicing in _____ Arkansas, you see.  I started practicing in 1914 as my golden certificate up there in 1964 –
[0:19:00]

which it gave me give years.  But this is my 65 year in actual practice on the drawing board.

Pegy Jemison:
And that record is unequalled I imagine by many people in the country.

Polk Agee:
Well, Frank Lloyd Wright was an architect _____.  The way that I have figured it out he’s been practicing 65 years.  And if I can go ahead and finish out this year, one more year, while I’ll beat him.  And as far as I’ll know, why he’s the only one that’s had that practice actually on the drawing board and so forth, because he worked right up almost to the last..

Pegy Jemison:
That’s great.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Okay.  There’s one other thing I’d like read in here.

[0:20:00]

A commercial appeal article of 12/18/1927, and it has a picture of our houses that Mr. Polk designed.  One of them is a duplex that is under construction it says for Mrs.  LA Warren, at 220 North Mclain.  And it’s an English-style duplex, and we’ve seen those duplexes on Mclain.

Polk Agee:
Well, you start back _____ and come up Mclain and you’ll find _____ big sign there _____.  I got an article here that maybe give a little information if understand like to see it.

[Break in audio]
Pegy Jemison:
Mr. Agee is showing me an article from the Sunday commercial appeal, October 30th, 1977, written by Jerome Overbmark.  And the entitled is: Memphis –
[0:21:00]

Architect Aiming to Top Frank Lloyd Wright’s Mark.  This is an article we’d like to see.

[Break in audio] 

– for the article is that he says, “I like designing for individuals most all.  I’ve done a lot of work for contractors.  I have designed many houses in this neighborhood, Vollintine, Evergreen, for CM Jacobsen,” which is now Jacobsen in Lubbock, “who developed it and I done work for four generations of good ones.”  He’s designed more than 40 church and more apartments than he can remember.  Some examples include the units across from Christian Brothers College, to East Parkway South, and a 36-unit development located just north of St. Peter’s Home for Children.

[Break in audio]
[0:22:00]

Polk Agee:
It’s really extended out _____ –

[Break in audio]
Pegy Jemison:
_____ in designs he’s done in various places of the country.  He’s designed a youth center in India, the country of India.  He’s designed a sorority house at Old Miss.

Polk Agee:
Two of ’em.

Pegy Jemison:
Two of them?

Polk Agee:
Yeah.

Pegy Jemison:
And he’s designed many houses in Arkansas, and many have a façade of stone.  These are the English Tudor designs with the chimney or a front area of stone.  Some have a tower.

Polk Agee:
Louisiana.

Pegy Jemison:
And then a Louisiana colonial.  All very lovely plans.


[Break in audio]

– the churches in the neighborhood?

Polk Agee:
Well, let’s see there’s St. Anne’s _____ Millington, and then on –
[0:23:00]

_____ South Parkway.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Which one on South Parkway?

Polk Agee:
It was originally – haven’t got that thing on there.  _____ cut it out.  Some of these things I can remember and some of ’em I can’t.

Pegy Jemison:
We all are that way.

Polk Agee:
It’s called Boulevard after this church at that time.  And remodeled a Methodist church just about a block further down.  And then I have a church out on – it’s down in South Memphis.

Pegy Jemison:
But right in the neighborhood you’ve not done any of the churches.

Polk Agee:
Not in the neighborhood, no.

Pegy Jemison:
Let’s go back just a little bit to Mr. Jacobsen and he when he’d go this property.

[0:24:00]

Do you know who he bought it from?  Do you know who owned the fields out here?

Polk Agee:
There’s a Skinner that had a dairy back here.  I don’t know whether he owned that or not.  And I don’t believe he did.

Pegy Jemison:
Do you think this was a dairy, this might have been a dairy farm?

Polk Agee:
It coulda been, yeah.  I wouldn’t swear it to because I’m just reaching back and trying to –
Pegy Jemison:
Were the streets soon paved and all of the public services put in?

Polk Agee:
Oh, yeah.


[Crosstalk]

Pegy Jemison:
That was wonderful.

Polk Agee:
Yes, ma’am.

Pegy Jemison:
All right.  Can you tell us some of the interesting developments you’ve seen?  Anything that comes to mind, anecdotes in the neighborhood?

Polk Agee:
I told a lot of anecdotes in these little articles I’ve had.  You gotta change _____.

Pegy Jemison:
Yeah, I did some of them –
[0:25:00]

about the lady who wanted to be sure had heat, and now people –
Polk Agee:
Well, _____ I think – I thought she was an old maid, but, anyway, she was extremely interested in keeping warm in the wintertime [laughs].  ’Cause I could have suggested a lotta things.  But, anyway, she wanted the heat, so I gave it to her.

Pegy Jemison:
What was the neighborhood like when you first moved into it?  Were you involved in neighborhood life?  Were there any civic clubs?

Polk Agee:
Not what I’d term a civic club now, no.  There were neighbors, especially on the different streets.  You’ve got North, East, South, and Monticello.  And they were clustered together and knowing each other, you see.

[0:26:00]

But as far as a civic center, I don’t think there were.

Pegy Jemison:
Well, did you do things together, or just visit?

Polk Agee:
Yeah.  We had a barbeque parties together and so forth and so on.  And this church I’d say the street here on North Rainbow, we had four Episcopalians on this street [laughs].  And, of course, when this area was development where the golf course was, by Gruber of Quartet.

Pegy Jemison:
Gruber?

Polk Agee:
Yeah.  
Pegy Jemison:
Herman?

Polk Agee:
John – Yeah, John Goodwin bought it originally, see, from the fellow at Kline that owned the golf course.  And then Gruber came in and bought it, and developed it for the church and –
[0:27:00]

area around the church for _____ and houses and so forth, you see.
Pegy Jemison:
Around the synagogue, the Baron Hirsch.

Polk Agee:
Yeah.  That whole area over there.

Pegy Jemison:
Well, now here are the Episcopalians.  Where do they generally go to church?  Do they go to Good Shepherd?

Polk Agee:
Well, at one time, _____ did, but they originally went to Calvary.  It’s down on Second and _____.  That’s the one I go to.  Of course, I’ve been Episcopalian all of my life, and my grandfather and so forth, right on down the line.  Bishop Polk¸ you see, _____ and he’s a great uncle of mine.  So sometime I strayed from _____ [laughs] and I’d always get back some way or another.

[0:28:00]

Then here’s a _____ – variations in design.  That’s all I’m trying to –
Pegy Jemison:
We noticed some Spanish houses in the neighborhood.  Was that built in the neighborhood?

Polk Agee:
_____?

Pegy Jemison:
Yeah.

Polk Agee:
No, this was built as I recall, down in Mississippi.  Jackson, someplace down there.

Pegy Jemison:
Did you design any of the Spanish houses that are in the VECA neighborhood?  Every now and then you’ll see one.

Polk Agee:
I’ve got some that I’ve designed out in Farmington, you see.  And the good ones had that developed that property.  And in that, I’ve got pictures there of the houses that I designed there.

Pegy Jemison:
What property did the Goodwins develop out here?  You said they bought the Golf Course originally, and then sold it to the Grubers.

Polk Agee:
Well, Johnny did.  He was –
[0:29:00]

the man – he was the one that made the money for all of ’em.  He and his father originally were in this together.  And they couldn’t get along for some reason or another, and they separated.  So Johnny came to me one day and he says, “Mr. Agee, I’m figuring on leaving the claim and you got anything that I could start on?”  And I said, “Yeah, Johnny.  If you give me a fair price on it, that’s the only thing I want you to do.  I’ve got four houses you can start on right now,” which he did and that gave him his start.
Pegy Jemison:
And where were they?

Polk Agee:
The houses?

Pegy Jemison:
Uh-huh.

Polk Agee:
Well, he had one out in – had the Strickland _____ Kemp Strickland house and _____ Strickland house.

[0:30:00]

That was out on Goodlett.

Pegy Jemison:
Goodlett, okay.

Rae Ann Kremer:
They weren’t in this neighborhood.

Pegy Jemison:
Not in this neighborhood.

Polk Agee:
No.

Rae Ann Kremer:
This was – what year are we talking about?  In the ’50s now?

Polk Agee:
Well, it all depends on what you was talking about.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Well, about the golf course, and getting his start.

Polk Agee:
Well, the golf course, that was when we – you mean when Goodlett –
Rae Ann Kremer:
_____ brought it, uh-huh.

Polk Agee:
I would say that that was before World War II.
Pegy Jemison:
It was?

Polk Agee:
Mm-hmm.

Pegy Jemison:
All right.  So then, of course, during World War II, the area – the building stopped, and there wasn’t much development.  Then right after World War II, what started happening in this neighborhood/ not just the immediate, but in the Vollintine-Evergreen neighborhood.

Polk Agee:
Well, it began to develop –
[0:31:00]

very fast, and I had a architect friend name Hulsey and he was in _____ Hulsey and the partners were in the _____.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Is that H-U-L-S-E-Y?

Polk Agee:
Yeah, that’s right.  Yeah.

Pegy Jemison:
Is that William?

Polk Agee:
Beg your pardon.

Pegy Jemison:
William Husley?

Polk Agee:
It was his brother.  He had a nickname.  Called him Doit.


[Laughter]



I always called him Doit.

Pegy Jemison:
All right.  We’ll go ahead –
Polk Agee:
Well, anyway, he designed these very nice designs, apartments on –

[Break in audio]

– and they were beautiful.  And the _____ just came in there and messed ’em up _____.  That’s what’s worrying us now but the fact that the _____ –
[0:32:00]

Rae Ann Kremer:
Yeah, no.  We turned it on.  Yeah.

Polk Agee:
You listening to me now?

Pegy Jemison:
Yeah.  Rotten.  You wanna turn it off?


[Break in audio]

Been vandalized and –
Polk Agee:
It’s been vandalized and the people that have had commercial buildings and stores over there have practically either sold out or abandoned them.

Rae Ann Kremer:
What were some of the commercial things around there?

Polk Agee:
Well, let’s see here.  Hall had some property over there.

Pegy Jemison:
Robert Hall?

Polk Agee:
_____.


[Crosstalk]


He sells clothes _____.


[Crosstalk]


– an architect –
Pegy Jemison:
But _____ Walker Hall.

Polk Agee:
Walker Hall.  That’s right.

Pegy Jemison:
Walker Hall.

Polk Agee:
That’s right.  And he had some property over there –
[0:33:00]

that he developed.  And, also Jacobsen and Lubbock.  It was right after World War II that Lubbock came back and went in with Jacobsen.  They developed some property over there.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Houses or commercial?

Polk Agee:
They had developed houses and duplexes, see?  And this other Walker Hall was the one that really developed the commercial.

Pegy Jemison:
The commercial area there on Vollintine?  _____?

Polk Agee:
Yeah.  And all that area in there, the hardware stores and grocery stores and whatnot.

Pegy Jemison:
And it was an active shopping center.

Polk Agee:
Quite active, yeah.

Pegy Jemison:
And now those are practically moved out.

Polk Agee:
That’s right.

Rae Ann Kremer:
When were –

[Crosstalk]

Polk Agee:
I think – 

Rae Ann Kremer:
I’m sorry.

Polk Agee:
You had Dixon Market was over there, and they had –
[0:34:00]

_____ the buildings there and Central Hardware was in one and _____ in there _____ Central Hardware had to leave _____ they stole ’em blind.
Pegy Jemison:
So they closed and moved out.

Polk Agee:
_____ two or three other stores, you see?  So _____ close _____.

Pegy Jemison:
Is the neighborhood doing anything about Vollintine Courts?  What’s the neighborhood plan on – who owns it?

Polk Agee:
Well, that’s _____ mixed up affair now _____ been two or three agencies that have tried to do something about it.  And I think the city was elated on it.  Nothing has been done to stop it.  Now they said at one time, somebody said that they sold it out –
[0:35:00]

but I don’t know.  That’s just a rumor maybe.

Rae Ann Kremer:
When were they built?  When did Mr. Hall – he designed it, and who developed it and built those apartments?

Polk Agee:
Well, Hulsey designed it.  We’ll call him William if I you want.  Don’t make much difference, anyway.  He died about eight or nine years ago.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Who did he design them for?

Polk Agee:
It was some developing company.  Now Halson Hall was in partnership with him, and he can tell you.  I’m pretty sure he was in a partnership with him at that time.

Pegy Jemison:
Did Walker Hall also develop Hallwood?  I imagine that he did.

Polk Agee:
Yeah, his father did.

Pegy Jemison:
His father.

Polk Agee:
Yeah.

[0:36:00]

Pegy Jemison:
And was he Walker, also?

Polk Agee:
No, I don’t think he was.

Pegy Jemison:
Has Walker gone bankrupt, young Walker?

Polk Agee:
I haven’t heard from him in ten years.  I don’t know.

Pegy Jemison:
Somehow I seem to _____.

Polk Agee:
Well, he was playing it wide and handsome there for a while, so I don’t know.  _____ can’t tag ’em down.

Pegy Jemison:
Well, Mr. Agee, what do you feel about your neighborhood, your Vollintine area?  Do you feel like it’s in danger, that it’s threatened right now?

Polk Agee:
No more so than some other neighborhoods.  We have people on our street _____ – I’m not gonna let anybody run me away because I’ve got what I want here.

[0:37:00]

I’ve got a house here with _____ entire house looks like I want.  The shop _____, all this area.  And upstairs, I’ve got two bedrooms and two baths, and on the third floor, _____ I’ve got a suite of rooms up there.  And I’ve got six walk-in closets and all like that.  So –
Pegy Jemison:
You’re gonna stay [laughs].

Polk Agee:
I couldn’t duplicate this house for $100,000.00 anywhere else.

Pegy Jemison:
But this has been a model community in many ways, of trying to handle integration in a good way.  Do you feel that it’s done that?

Polk Agee:
Yeah, it has.  It’s done it because the people that have bought in here have been high-class people, Negro or whatnot, see?

[0:38:00]

I feel like – in fact, I know that some of the people on this street are gonna stick it out unless they get to a point where they get decrepit and all that [laughs], and get senile and so forth.
Pegy Jemison:
Well, what do you think in all your planning of subdivisions, makes a good neighborhood?  What do you think makes a neighborhood a stable, good one?

Polk Agee:
Well, I get right back to what makes the world a stable, and that’s the family.

Pegy Jemison:
The family.

Polk Agee:
That’s right.  When you got the right family, and they in accord with their children and teaching and train ’em and discipline ’em in the right way, why then you’ve got it.

[0:39:00]

And that’s what I say that we’ve got family like that around.  They’ve got grandchildren and so forth _____ speaking of.  If they’re like me, they gonna stick it out.  And why shouldn’t they?  But that neighborhood down there at Vollintine and _____, the rental proposition

Pegy Jemison:
Rental proposition?

Polk Agee:
Yeah.

Pegy Jemison:
How do you think renters can be handled ?  This is the problem all over the city.  What to do about renters.  Have you ever run into any?

Polk Agee:
Oh, you run into vandalism and everything as far as renters concerns.  And then where the landlords are concerns, why you have _____ because they try to work you in so they’ll make money and not lose money, and they have put aside a certain amount of money to protect themselves on vandalism and –
[0:40:00]

unpaid rent and this, that and other, see?  So it’s more or less up to an organization that they belong to, you see, like the home builders and things like that.  _____ developers are concerns, they should have an organization which I believe they have, to submit all these ideas and troubles that they might have to try to solve ’em.


[Break in audio]
Pegy Jemison:
– asking you about any distinctive personalities in the neighborhood or houses?  Do you remember anyone special?

Polk Agee:
Yes, I think that one of my favorite people and friends was Shelton Horrison, who lived –
[0:41:00]

in the second house on the corner on North Rainbow.  He was a salesman for hardware concern, I think in Connecticut.  Father originally was _____ that’s where he got his training.  So he would be on the road and he’d come in maybe on Saturday or Friday or whatnot, and he’d go up and down the street hollering at everybody, and he’d go get steaks and put ’em on the barbeque, grill _____.

Pegy Jemison:
And he kept –
Polk Agee:
He kept that up.  He finally died.  He had a case of the flu that went into pneumonia and it affected his mind.  It was about the time that they had a lot of trouble with that.  And so he finally died.
[0:42:00]

But he was one.  And then Dr. Sherman the dentist, down on the corner of _____.  And he would get a few drinks in him and get out there and holler like _____ –

[Laughter]



But it was real amusing, and _____ –
Pegy Jemison:
A loon call?  What is a loon call?

Polk Agee:
Well, a loon is a bird, see?  And some type of aquatic bird.  It might be in the stork or pelican family or whatnot.  But _____ he was around [laughs] _____.
[0:43:00]

They _____ they really amused and we had a good time.  Well, as far as any _____ character that might have gotten into the picture in a big way, we didn’t have any.
Rae Ann Kremer:
What about schools?  Did the children go to the schools around here?

Polk Agee:
Yeah, they went to – my children, of course, in the ’60s now, and they went to Snowden.  At that time, Snowden was really one of the top schools in Memphis.  And then the grandchildren, some of them went over here to Vollintine _____ Snowden after they began to get into higher grades.

Pegy Jemison:
Well, I noticed –
[0:44:00]

that anything more about the schools that you wanna – and then your children went onto Central?

Polk Agee:
Yeah.

Pegy Jemison:
And that was the pattern pretty much of the neighborhood?

Polk Agee:
Right.

Pegy Jemison:
I noticed in one of the articles, it talked about building a liberty house for a model house.  
Polk Agee:
_____ on Monticello.

Pegy Jemison:
Was that during World War II?  What was the name, the significance of the name?


[Break in audio]

The liberty house that you said was on the corner of – we were talking about the liberty house.

Polk Agee:
That would be the second from the corner on Monticello, right off of Mclain, South Rainbow – I mean Monticello.

Pegy Jemison:
And it was just a model house, which helps sell the subdivision.

Polk Agee:
Yeah.  Now this is the way that came out.


[Break in audio]
Pegy Jemison:
– Mr. Agee.

Polk Agee:
Well, I’m just sorry that I wasn’t able – 

[0:45:00]

to be more lucid in some of this.  But I can write it down.
Pegy Jemison:
And you’re writing your life in Helena, you say for about being an architect in Arkansas?

Polk Agee:
Yeah, that’s right.

Pegy Jemison:
So you’ve got that you’re working on now.

Polk Agee:
Yeah.

Pegy Jemison:
Good.  Thank you so much.

[End of Audio]
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