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Rae Ann Kremer:
-1979.  This is Rae Ann Kremer and Peggy Jemison on the Vollintine Evergreen Neighborhood and Public Policy project.  We are funded by a grant from the Tennessee Committee for the Humanities, an affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities.  We will be interviewing Mrs. Mina Cabett Chase.

Mina Chase:
The name is Mina, M-I-N-A.  

Peggy Jemison:
If you would just get started now and tell us a little bit about your family and when they brought the property on Parkway.

Mina Chase:
Well, my father built the home about 1915.  He bought the property.  It was part of the property owned by Overton Dickinson and it was the area known-
[0:01:00]
-as the Speedway Subdivision.  Mr. Dickinson’s mother was an Overton and he inherited the property from her where Overton Park is and all of the tract back I don’t know how far west.  But the-
Rae Ann Kremer:
You told me something that’s very valuable to me to know, the Dickenson wife was an Overton.  And was he J.F. Dickinson?

Mina Chase:
No, he was not John F. Dickinson.  That Mr. Dickinson was in the insurance business.  This man’s name was Overton Dickinson, and his mother was a Miss Overton, and she left the property to him where Overton Park is, and the area west of that.  How far west I don’t know.  Perhaps-
[0:02:00]
-back as far as Dunlap or Decatur.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Can we turn that off for a minute?

Mr. Overton Dickinson gave the property, which is now Overton Park, to the city.  This is my understanding.  And he opened up North Parkway.  You want this ______? 

Mina Chase:

Mm-hmm.  Mm-hmm.

Rae Ann Kremer:
In North Memphis there was a racing park.  At the corner of Firestone and Thomas there is a historical marker which indicates that.  And it was at that time the best trotting park, I guess you would call it, in the United States.  It is where Dan Patch, the horse – the trotting horse won the award, a national award I have seen.  Then Nancy Hanks, another horse, was a pacer.
[0:03:00]

There was much enthusiasm for the racing horses, just as there is in present day for stockcar races.  

Anyway, when racing was outlawed, then at that time – when professional racing was outlawed, at that time Mr. Dickinson opened his speedway, which was used or amateur horse races.  It extended from this area on Dunlap or Decatur east to the present Sears Roebuck, which is the distance of a mile, and that was the track on which the amateur harness horse races were held.

Then this was a big thing in Memphis.  Then at a later time Mr. Overton Dickinson-

[0:04:00]

-extended North Parkway from the present Sears Roebuck area to Overton Park.  And when my father built his home at 1630 North Parkway that was the second house, as I remember, which was built on North Parkway.  It was not a developed area at the time, and the Parkway – North Parkway, East Parkway, and South Parkway were more or less in that period of time the limits of the city of Memphis.  

They also, my father and mother – my father, rather, owned a lot in Red Acres, but they decided against building there because that was way, way out in the country.  [Laughter]  That was really out in the boondocks.  And I understand-

[0:05:00]

-that the home my father built on North Parkway was the second rest that’s built along there.  I was born in the house.  I am 58 years old and I was born at home.  My sister was born in the Baptist Hospital; she’s older than I am.  But I was born at home because my sister was ill and my mother would not leave her in order to go to the hospital.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Excuse me.  Who built the first house on North Parkway?

Mina Chase:
The very, very odd coincidence is that I think my husband’s grandfather built the house at that time.  It was under construction when Mr. William Joiner Chase, my husband’s grandfather, died, and the Chase family never occupied the house.  It’s the house that’s at the northeast corner of Evergreen and North Parkway, a large-

[0:06:00]

-two-story house.  
Rae Ann Kremer:
Is it white?

Mina Chase:
It’s white, a white house.
Rae Ann Kremer:
And it’s now called something-

Mina Chase:
Evergreen Peak?

Rae Ann Kremer:
-Evergreen Peak?
Mina Chase:
No, you’re thinking of the southwest corner.  This is the northeast corner.
Rae Ann Kremer:
Yeah.  That’s right.

Peggy Jemison:
Okay.

Mina Chase:
The northeast corner.

Peggy Jemison:
We had just been talking about the one across – the northeast corner is the oldest house, to your knowledge, on North Parkway?

Mina Chase:
I think that’s correct.

Peggy Jemison:
And the Chase family built it, but never occupied it.

Mina Chase:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
Do you know who occupied it first?

Mina Chase:
No, I really don’t.

Peggy Jemison:
Okay.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Do you know approximately what year it would’ve been built?
Mina Chase:
Well, certainly in the same period of time.  My mother and father were married in 1914, and my sister was born, oh, 15-16 months later.  And I think they moved in either the summer of 1915, no later-

[0:07:00]
-than 1916.  Probably 1916.
[07:05:11]

Peggy Jemison:
Now were your mother and father from Memphis?

Mina Chase:
No.  My father – well, at the time that they were married my father was living here.  He was born in Mississippi, in Marshall County, Mississippi.  But he was practicing law, and my mother was a native of Pennsylvania, and he met her in a wedding.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Okay.  All right.  Well, if you’ll just go ahead then.  Tell us about – so they built the house and moved in.
Mina Chase:
Mm-hmm.  And there were cornfields all around.  My father owned the lot to the west of them and then he sold it, and the house – I – do you want to know the names of the people ______?

Rae Ann Kremer:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
Mm-hmm.  Mm-hmm.

Mina Chase:
Well, the large house, the house in which I was born-

[0:08:00]
-and in which I grew up, was at1630 North Parkway.  And the house to the east of that, on the corner there, was – I don’t know if Judge Guthrie built it, but all during my childhood Judge Franklin Guthrie and his family lived there.  Amanda Guthrie and I grew up together, were very, very close friends.  Do you – have you talked with her?

Peggy Jemison:
We’re going to do her.  There’s Nelson Castle and we’re going to do Linney.  Linney.  

Rae Ann Kremer:
And when they built that house in ________.
Mina Chase:
I don’t know.  I don’t know whether – I guess I don’t know houses.  And they were built for the market, I assume, not-

Rae Ann Kremer:
Mm-hmm.  All right, well go ahead and tell us about other people who lived nearby.
Mina Chase:
Well, then there was a lot – there was a very, very large home in the middle of the block west of us, which was-

[0:09:00]
-Dr. Pistole’s home.

Peggy Jemison:
How do you spell that?

Mina Chase:
P-I-S-T-O-L-E.  He was a dentist, I think.  And Walter Pistole, did you ever?

Peggy Jemison:
I didn’t know him, but Diana Crumps mentioned him.  Tell me about Walter.  I know he had the first books – sheriff in Memphis-

Mina Chase:
I don’t know.

Peggy Jemison:
Okay.  Well, if you’ll tell me anything about the Pistoles, ‘cause they were interesting.

Mina Chase:
Well, I really don’t remember too much about them.  Walter was about my age and we saw him in the neighborhood.  And it seems that, you know, that we kind of grew up together in those years.  I guess really that he was around until he went off to college, and then about that time World War II came along.  

Dr. Pistole’s home, which was very lovely and very spacious,-

[0:10:00]
-was sold at one point to some people named Mr. and Mrs. Sam Blackwell.  I don’t know if they still live in Memphis and I don’t know if they are the ones who sold it to the Fogelman Enterprises.  But when Mr. Fogelman purchased it then he razed the house, and perhaps he bought a lot or two on the side, I don’t really think so, and built the-

Rae Ann Kremer:
Widmont.

Peggy Jemison:
Widmont.

Mina Chase:

-Widmont Towers.  

Rae Ann Kremer:
Mm-hmm.  And that was the Pistole property?

Mina Chase:

Yes.  

Rae Ann Kremer:
Okay.

Mina Chase:
And I really don’t remember too much.  You want other neighbors of mine?

Rae Ann Kremer:
Any of them.  And when they – did they start developing pretty soon as far as you ever heard from your parents?  During the 1920s-
[0:11:00]
-were most of those built?
Mina Chase:
I’m sure they must’ve been built perhaps along that time, because I was built in 19 – I mean I was – [Laughter] – pardon me, was born in 1921, and all I remember are the children who lived in the neighborhood.  I don’t particularly remember any of the homes being constructed one way or another.  

The Belchers, Billy Belcher lived in the block to the east, and some people named Briscoe and some people named Brown, and I just really remember any others along the street to the west of me on North Parkway.  I don’t remember anyone except the Pistoles.

Peggy Jemison:
And did anything distinctive about them come to your mind?  Any human interest story?  

[0:12:00]
Mina Chase:
No.  No, not really.  The lots were very large, very deep.  We had horses, and Judge Guthrie had horses also.  My father had fine bird dogs.  The lot was very deep.

Rae Ann Kremer:
How deep was it, Mina?

Mina Chase:
I really would be afraid to say.  Bill would remember.  I don’t.

Peggy Jemison:
But it would be deep enough for horses and dogs?
Mina Chase:
Yes.  

Peggy Jemison:
And did you ride on the Parkway?

Mina Chase:
Yes, we did.  And there was a _____ strip-

Peggy Jemison:
There was a strip.

Mina Chase:
-which was in existence until long in the – oh, after World War II, but in the early ‘50s.  Isn’t that when they narrowed the strip?  And there is still a strip, isn’t there?  I can’t even think.

Peggy Jemison:
There is one there, but it’s narrow.  There used to be – I remember it was a horse-

[0:13:00]
-trail there.  I’d forgotten that.

Mina Chase:
Horseback riders.  And a lot of people would rent horses at – in Overton Park I guess, they’d ride along then through the bridle trails.  There were bridle trails through there before there were walking trails.  I guess they’re one and the same now.  

Rae Ann Kremer:
I think it wasn’t until the late ‘50s or early ‘60s that they stopped with the horses at Overland Park.

Mina Chase:
I guess not.  

Peggy Jemison:
So you would ride, and your sister.  Then did you go to Snowden?

Mina Chase:
Yes.  However, I really went to a private school.  I went to Miss Emma and Miss Ella Cook’s School.

Peggy Jemison:
Where was that now?  

Mina Chase:
Well, it was where Bellevue Baptist Church is.  

Peggy Jemison:
Yeah.  Okay.  Tell us a little bit about that.  

[13:59:23]

[0:14:00]
Mina Chase:
Well, they were just as strict as they could be, and you really had to mind your Ps and Qs.  And they taught good manners and reading and writing and arithmetic.  And they were two old maid sisters who had this small private school, and if you went there six years then you – you went there five years and you automatically entered the seventh grade anyplace you went to school after that.  I went to Snowden into the seventh grade after being at Miss Emma and Miss Ella Cook’s School for five years.  And Adam Jed and Clifford Gayson, Arnold Bowing and Mildred Parear and Mary Louise Langham and Mary Maurice and whoever else, I can’t think.  It’s been a long time ago.

Rae Ann Kremer:
At Snowden?

Mina Chase:
Well, no; we all went to-

[0:15:00]
-the private school.

Rae Ann Kremer:
Oh, in the private school you went.  

Mina Chase:

And then-
Peggy Jemison:
It was co-ed then?  Miss Emma’s was co-ed.

Mina Chase:

Yes.  Yes.

Peggy Jemison:
I’ve read a story about those two ladies, and they evidently – were they tall and-

Mina Chase:
Yes.  They were tall and skinny and very energetic and very masculine.  And, oh my goodness, they just – it’s been a long time.  

Peggy Jemison:
Did they spank the boys when they misbehaved?  

Mina Chase:
It seems to me like she had a whalebone.  [Laughter]  She spanked everybody.  She did not discriminate between boys and girls.  

[Laughter]
Mina Chase:
They were real old tars and everybody was terrified of them.  But believe me, I can remember everything I ever learned there.  Perhaps nothing in my junior and senior years in college, but I remember everything I learned there.  

Peggy Jemison:
Well then, where did-

[0:16:00]
-you go to school from that point?  

Mina Chase:
I went two years to Snowden and to Fairview.  I had a lot of friends at Fairview, and then I went to Central and graduated from there and went one way to the University of Miami in Florida and then graduated from Southwestern.  

And I was very much deprived; in that day and time every college student didn’t have a car, and my father and mother made me walk the 3.5 blocks to Southwestern.  It was 8/10ths of a mile and I always rejoiced when heavy rain came, because somebody would take me to college, otherwise I had to walk.

Peggy Jemison:
Well, does anything come to your mind further about North Parkway?  And it was a lovely street; still is.  Is the house still standing?  I can’t-

Mina Chase:
Yes, the house is still standing.  

[0:17:00]
And it was just a very joyous house in which to grow up, and it had very large rooms and very high ceilings, about ten-foot ceilings, and a great big yard, a great big screened porch around it.  Very few different people have lived in it.  My mother sold it to Mr. Fogelman, and Mr. Robert Fogelman, his son, and his wife – I can’t remember her first-

Peggy Jemison:
Martha?

Mina Chase:
Martha.  Occupied the house for about four or five years.  And then after their little girl was born they still continued to live there for a while.  I don’t really know what period of time.  And then they built a place or bought a place out east, and I think it was rented to a few people, to a-

[0:18:00]
-rock band among – were the last occupants, and I think at that point Mr. Fogelman decided he wanted someone else to own it more than he wanted to keep it.  And it was sold to a young couple who occupies the house now so far as I know.  I don’t know their names.  They invited my mother and me to come there, which we did.  And Martha Fogelman had asked my mother and me to come shortly after she moved in, she and Robert Fogelman.  So I’ve been in the house twice since my mother sold it.  

Peggy Jemison:
When did your mother sell it?

Mina Chase:
She sold it the fall that my father died, and that was 1965.  So that really has been only 14 years.  And so there have been very few, just three owners of the house.  

[0:19:00]
[19:01:04]

And to tell you the truth, when the ad ran in the paper and the young couple who now are living in the house, the ad ran in the Sunday paper with all the real estate transfers and all the real estate advertisements, and I had just had major surgery.  If it hadn’t have been for that I would’ve made my husband buy that house for me.  

Rae Ann Kremer:
Mm-hmm.  It’s a wonderful house.  

Mina Chase:
It’s very substantial.  Very substantial.  And not a fine house; none of the houses along there were, but it will be here for a long time, I’m sure.  

Rae Ann Kremer:
Do you happen to know what the house transferred for in all these different time periods?

Mina Chase:
I wish I had those records.  I don’t know what my father paid to have the house built.

[0:20:00]
My mother sold it 14 years ago for $23,500.00, as I remember.  She simply had the bank handle the note.  You know, that’s one of the best things that a bank does, that you just put the note in the hands of the bank and they collect it and it’s just – it’s just a wonderful service that banks render.  And she had none of the details to handle.  Actually we started handling her finances for her at that time, and there was just nothing to it, you know.

But anyway, the young couple bought it – well, I had the surgery in 1974, so that was five years ago.  And they paid very little more than that.  I think when Mr. Fogelman decided he wanted to sell the property, he just wanted to sell it-

[0:21:00]
-right then.  And he had bought it with the idea of doing another Widmont Towers on it.

Peggy Jemison:
Yeah, I was wondering what exact – what he had in mind.
Mina Chase:

Yes.

Peggy Jemison:
And then he – ‘cause he – when he rezoned North Parkway – did he have difficulty rezoning for apartments?  Do you remember?

Mina Chase:
I don’t think that area is rezoned.  I think where he was that maybe they had a special rezoning for that block.  I don’t know.  I really don’t know.  Except that around the corner where Mr. Fogelman, that would be on – in fact, the Dickinson – would that be on Avalon?  I always get it mixed up.  I don’t know which of those streets it’s on, there are some garden apartments, sort of a townhouse type thing, two story, and that’s where a lumberyard was.  Billy Smith’s father had a lumberyard there, it’s right on the railroad track.  And perhaps Mr. Fogelman-
[0:22:00]
-didn’t have to do as much rezoning because of the lumberyard being there.

Peggy Jemison:
Now who was Billy Smith?  I don’t – was it Smith’s lumberyard?

Mina Chase:
Yes.  Smith Lumberyard.  And Billy Smith still lives in Memphis, I think.

Peggy Jemison:
He does?

Mina Chase:
Mm-hmm.  I can find out from Bill what – he’s William C. Smith or William S. Smith or something.  But the lumberyard has not existed since Mr. Fogelman built the apartments, perhaps before-

Peggy Jemison:
It was there until-?
Mina Chase:
Yes.  All the years I grew up.  And the-

Peggy Jemison:
Excuse me.  Do you know how old Woodmont is?  When he might’ve gotten that built?

Mina Chase:
It was – well, it was built before my father died.  It must’ve been built along in the very early 1960s, 1962-’63.  

[0:23:00]
Peggy Jemison:
And so that remained a lumberyard until-

Mina Chase:
Mm-hmm.  Mm-hmm.  

Peggy Jemison:
Quite interesting.

Mina Chase:
It may be that the lumberyard had been there before many of the houses were.

Peggy Jemison:
Probably so.  

Mina Chase:
Because of the railroad.  But all of the area north of North Parkway was developed as I was a child; I can remember cotton fields and just where people had horses, as I see it.  And we had chickens and we had ducks, and we even had some wild ducks, because at that time you could use live decoys.  And my father was an ardent hunter, and you had to keep the wild – the ducks – I guess they must’ve been domestic ducks; they wouldn’t have been wild ducks.  You had to keep the wings clipped, and every now and then one of them would get away and the neighbors would call because they knew we had the duck and we kept-
[0:24:00]

-those there.  But as the neighborhood developed, of course, he got rid of those types of things.  

[24:09:12]

Peggy Jemison:
Did Mr. Overton Dickinson develop the other – the Dickinson subdivision?

Mina Chase:
Yes.

Peggy Jemison:
And he named then probably Dickinson and Faxon?
Mina Chase:
It was called Dickinson’s Speedway Subdivision.  Now you have it on this map as Speedway Land Company, perhaps that was the name.  My husband said it was Dickinson Speedway Subdivision.

Peggy Jemison:
And then I see this little subdivision in here.  You see Dickinson, but now that’s J.M., so it’s maybe a different one.  Faxon in addition to Evergreen subdivision.  That may be a different one.

Mina Chase:
Well, I don’t know.  Now Bill said this man’s name was Overton Dickinson, but-

Rae Ann Kremer:
It could be his son maybe.

[0:25:00]
Peggy Jemison:
Was – maybe the son-

Mina Chase:
Or a nephew.

Rae Ann Kremer:
A nephew, right.  And maybe he sold some of the land here, just that – but this was quite an early subdivision here, you see.

Peggy Jemison:
Yes, ‘cause this map is 1907.

Mina Chase:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
Now Napoleon Hill, do you have any thought of – did you ever hear anything about this property?  

Mina Chase:
Now let me see, this is Jackson.

Peggy Jemison:
It’s really north end.

Mina Chase:
What is this?

Peggy Jemison:
He must’ve been related to-

Mina Chase:
That must be the Napoleon Hill who owned so much property downtown.  Of course, that’s the Sterk Building, standing on a Napoleon Hill property.  

Peggy Jemison:
I was just wondering if they – was he ever related to the Overtons?  Do you have any recollection of the Hills and the Overtons being related?  Or just maybe friends?
Mina Chase:
I just – I just don’t know.  

Peggy Jemison:
All right, well when there’s anything-

[0:26:00]
-else like the lumberyard that comes to mind that would’ve been a – would marry your father’s property?

Mina Chase:
No.  There were no grocery stores or anything of a commercial nature that I remember.  Any were along there until McClain.  And there were, as there are now, a drugstore and there was a little bakery.  There still is a bakery and grocery store.  But there was nothing of a commercial nature anywhere in the neighborhood except the lumberyard.

Peggy Jemison:
Yeah.  And also let me ask you about Sears.  Do you happen to remember when Sears came into the neighborhood?

Mina Chase:
Indeed I do.

Peggy Jemison:
All right, let’s talk about that a little bit.  Didn’t that change the neighborhood somewhat?  Or did it?

Mina Chase:
I don’t remember what was there before the Sears Roebuck store was built.  It must’ve been built-
[0:27:00]
-when I was 8, 9, 10, or 11 years old.  I remember the excavation, and of course it was just a skyscraper.  In that day on time it was just the grandest thing on earth and we all loved to walk down there and play in the mud.  And that would have been during the time of the Depression, because when we – I remember distinctly all of the discussion about putting I-40 Expressway through Overton Park.  And the original plans for that, as you may remember, this has been what, 1955-’56, something like that, it was going right straight through Overton Park and down through Sears Roebuck.  And Sears Roebuck said they-

[0:28:00]
-would close up and leave Memphis, that they had paid for that property all during the Depression and had erected that very large store, and that they would leave.  At that time it was before the Sears store out here on Poplar was built.  

And I lived on the farm, the family farm that we still owned at Lucy, Tennessee at that time, the Lucy-Woodstock area, and half of that was sold to the Illinois Central Railroad.  And at that time we moved into Memphis.  And I don’t know whether or not you know, but we bought a lovely, spacious home, beautiful big two-story home on Galloway Avenue, and that was never to be part of the expressway.

[0:29:00]
And we knew when we moved in that we would not be in the path of the expressway because Sears Roebuck had made this stand that it would go – I guess the expressway was going down Galloway Avenue, which dead-ends into Sears, so we knew we were safe in buying that house.  We moved into Memphis in 1959.  And I guess the reason that we moved in that area was because Bill and I loved it; he grew up in that area also, although I did not know him at the time.

Peggy Jemison:
Where did Bill grow up?
Mina Chase:
He lived at 274 Angeles, and his father built that house.  The house is still standing, and he built it for $4,000.00.  And the transfers in the paper just make our hair stand on end when we see it; it sold last year for, oh, perhaps $50,000.00 in the ‘40s, ’47 or something-

[0:30:00]
-like that.

Peggy Jemison:
Well.  All right, now let me see if I’ve got this straight.  When Sears elected to buy that site, what was there before Sears?
Mina Chase:
I don’t really remember.  I don’t know that anything was there.

Peggy Jemison:
But did your parents object to them coming in, or did they think that was – maybe the Depression made them feel it was a good thing or not?  Or did they have any feeling about it?

Mina Chase:
I don’t know.

Peggy Jemison:
Well, all right.  And then so they fought, and they stood in the way of the expressway coming that way.  So when you bought on Galloway – now finish that thought there.  Is the house still on Galloway?

Mina Chase:
Oh yes.  We sold the house to Julia and Ray Allen.  She was Julia Wellford, Harry Wellford’s sister.  And they were friends of ours, and Ray Allen at that time, and still is, the dean of admissions at Southwestern.  It was a perfect location for him because so many of the-

[0:31:00]
-Southwestern faculty had moved into that area, and it’s very close to Southwestern, closer than 1630 North Parkway was.  

[31:11:27]

Peggy Jemison:
So – well when Sears said that, did they route the expressway around a different way?  I’m not clear on that.

Mina Chase:
Well, the expressway was never completed.
Peggy Jemison:
Yeah.  Right.  

Mina Chase:
The plan was to go through Overton Park, and Galloway Avenue is an extension of Overton Park.  The boundaries of Overton Park end at that Kennelworth and Galloway Avenue would have been the extension of that.  And then it was to veer to the south.  Of course, that’s where all the homes were taken-

[0:32:00]
-down.  And the – then it goes – it used to go right north of the college of music.  Well, of course, Southwestern no longer owns that fine, big Galloway home that’s owned by the doctor.

Peggy Jemison:
Right.

Mina Chase:
I have not been through it since it’s been restored.  It must be a magnificent place.  Have you seen it?

Peggy Jemison:
I haven’t, but I’m so happy it’s still there.

Mina Chase:
You know, incidentally, when that house was built and occupied by Mr. Galloway there was no other house.  He could look out his front door and see all the way to Poplar Avenue.  There was nothing else built at that time.  

Peggy Jemison:
All right.  Well, I’m still curious in my own mind, and I can check plans, but the expressway, as it came through the area behind the Galloway house, would it – would any – where would it-
[0:33:00]
-it could have connected with the I-40 now?  I mean did that underpass that’s just west of where your home was, was that – was it going to connect there at all?  Was there going to be a loop there?

Mina Chase:
Yes, I think that the plan was for the interchange to be either at – they talked once about having it at Evergreen and they talked another time about having it near Angela’s.  But all of those houses are gone, all through there.  

Peggy Jemison:
How did you feel?  Did you resist the expressway?

Mina Chase:
Oh, yes, as a member of the neighborhood I did.  I didn’t know if that was exactly fair, because after all, we moved there in 1959.  And the plans had already been changed to route it-

[0:34:00]
-not down Galloway Avenue, but slightly to the south of that.  I realized later that really I thought they ought to go ahead and put the expressway down so that people could get downtown.  My opinion changed; whereas I opposed it at first, I did not oppose it later; I thought it was the sensible thing to do.  And I still feel very strongly that the expressway should have many years ago have just gone on downtown, gone through Overton Park, and downtown.  There’s still a good little bit of land.  Overton Park is so vast.  And that is only my personal opinion.  My bridge club argues with me about it.

Peggy Jemison:
Does your bridge club still live down there?

Mina Chase:
No, we all live out in this area.  But we’re all formerly midtown people, which is interesting.

[0:35:00]
Peggy Jemison:
Okay.  Let’s- 

[Audio is turned off]

Mina Chase:
-repeat the question?

Rae Ann Kremer:
Did you go to church in the neighborhood?

Mina Chase:
I did not go to church immediately in the vicinity.  I was a member of, and still am, Idlewild Presbyterian Church.  But my husband lived on Angeles, and his parents were charter members of Evergreen Presbyterian church, which was organized by the old Second Presbyterian Church downtown.  I’m sorry, I don’t know now whether it was the First Presbyterian Church or the Second Presbyterian Church; it must’ve been the First Presbyterian Church.

Peggy Jemison:
Probably it was.  And we can check that.  

Mina Chase:
Mm-hmm.  Of course, that church is still in that area.  They moved across from-
[0:36:00]

-Southwestern, but they were-

Peggy Jemison:
Forest?

Mina Chase:
No, not Forest.

[36:14:01]

[Crosstalk]

Peggy Jemison:
All right.

Bill Chase has joined us, W.J. Chase.  And we’re talking to him about his recollection of Mr. Dickinson, if he knows anything he can add to-

William Chase:
I don’t know what she said ______.  Dickinson lived in Nashville and he was one of the heirs of the original proprietor, Overton of the city, and got those land grants after the Chickasaw session.  And he inherited I think through his mother the property where-

[0:37:00]
-Overton Park is. I think he gave that to the city some times 1910 or so, right around there.  And he owned plots of land along where North Parkway is now.  He and some of the Snowdens, through the Overtons, and-

Mina Chase:

And the Fargusons.  Wouldn’t that have been all in the connection?
William Chase:
Fargusons and the-

Peggy Jemison:
Was Napoleon Hill related to them?  Napoleon Hill?  I was just curious.  You see, on this old platte here’s Napoleon Hill, and that looks like that should be part of the Overton property.

William Chase:
Well, we will see ______ ____ that ______ ______ of Napoleon Hill isn’t it?
Mina Chase:
[Inaudible]

[0:38:00]
William Chase:
As far as I know, he was the president of the Union Planters Bank, and he lived at the corner of Third and-

Mina Chase:
The Sterick Building.

William Chase:
Yeah, where the Sterick Building is.  When I was a little bitty boy that’s where the University Club was; it was in that house.

Peggy Jemison:
Oh, it was when it was the Napoleon Hill house.
William Chase:
Yeah.  The University Club was there.

Peggy Jemison:
Now I have never heard that.

William Chase:
They had – when the Groveners leased that property to Hedrick and Sterling to build the Sterick Building that they evicted the University Club and then went out – ‘cause Clarence Saunders, they had – was moving from on Central out to the Pink Palace.

Peggy Jemison:
And that was Clarence Saunders’ house.

William Chase:
That’s was Clarence.

[0:39:00]


And where the University Club is now is Clarence Saunders’ house.  I don’t know whether – I don’t think Napoleon Hill was-

Mina Chase:
Related.

William Chase:
-was related to them.

Peggy Jemison:
All right.  Well is it – now was it Overton Dickinson?  Was that his name?  

William Chase:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
Who would J.M. Dickinson have been?  Do you have any idea?

William Chase:
Well, wasn’t that-

Mina Chase:
No, he was John F. Dickinson.

William Chase:
He was John – he was J.F., wasn’t he?  Yeah.  J.M. Dickinson?  No, because Faxon and them ______ ______.

Peggy Jemison:
Do you know why Faxon was named or who it was named for?

William Chase:
Yeah.  Mr. Faxon.

Peggy Jemison:
And who was he?

[0:40:00]
William Chase:
Well, he was an early land developer and builder around here.  And he had a son-in-law, Ira Knox, and he carried on the firm as Faxon M. Knox.  And now Ira Knox’s son-in-law and nephew or something, Devine, carries on the same firm.  And they’ve always developed land in the north end of the county, and they still do it.  And I don’t know how to get Knox and Devine now; Ira Knox is still alive.  

Peggy Jemison:
He is?

William Chase:
Yeah.  

Mina Chase:
He did live in Frayser area .  

Rae Ann Kremer:
He lives in Frayser area?
William Chase:
He’s getting long – he’s getting long – long in years.  But Ira Knox-

[0:41:00]
-developed all that Georgian Hills area and a whole lot up in – they did some in Millington and I think they’re operating in Bartlett mostly now, but I guess they’ve been in that development business 75-80 years.

Peggy Jemison:
That’s great.  Who is Mr. Faxon – what was Mr. Faxon’s first name?

William Chase:
I don’t know that I can remember.  He had a daughter who was my sister-in-law’s school friend, you know.  They’re older than I am.  

Rae Ann Kremer:
Did they live in the VECA neighborhood?

William Chase:
I don’t know where they lived.

Peggy Jemison:
‘Cause Faxon’s an old street and it goes on up to Greenlaw really.  You know, we’ve ran into it there.  Well, what about Tutwiler, was that a man?

[0:42:00]
William Chase:
Sure.
Peggy Jemison:
Oh good, Bill.  Who was that?  

William Chase:
T. H. Tutwiler was the president of the Memphis Street Railway.

Peggy Jemison:
Was he?
William Chase:
Yeah.  For long years.  

[42:12:08]

Peggy Jemison:
That’s wonderful information.  And do you happen to – anything else you know about him?

William Chase:
No, not much.  He was I know a big friend of _____ - oh, out east of Lucy there, ______ Ridge, Mr. Bateman, who had a big plot of land and his - well his descendants still have it all.  And I know he was a big – I know he was a big friend of Mr. Bateman’s.  I grew up with Mr. Bateman-

[0:43:00]
-for _____.  The Old Street Railway _____ ______ and then it’s the clunkers.  [Laughter]
Peggy Jemison:
Oh really?  Clunkers?  Uh-oh.  But Tutwiler was named and I wonder if he had property, he had property out there.

William Chase:
I don’t – I’m not sure about that.  Probably so; I don’t know.  I think Faxon probably originally developed that Speedway subdivision.

Peggy Jemison:
The land speedway?

William Chase:
Was that area from 

Peggy Jemison:
Maybe right here.

William Chase:
-from Watkins on the east to say Tutwiler on the north and-

[0:44:00]
-then over to about the ___________, somewhere along there, and then down North Parkway on the south.  That was an early subdivision.  You know, that was where they – you could see where the street started going north and south in Memphis and never quite meeting.  That’s when the subdivisions started.  Up till then all the streets were a continuation of the roads.  

Peggy Jemison:
County roads, yeah.

William Chase:
Jackson Avenue went to Raleigh and Sim Street wandered around to-
Mina Chase:
Randolph.

William Chase:
-Millington, Randolph.  Well, then Alabama Street went out-
[0:45:00]
-towards Macon and Summerville.  And where Marshall Street is was the starting of the Pigeon Roost Road, right along – you know, all those streets go out fan-shaped, and then when you get out about Dunlap then they start straightening up, being subdivisions and they have different names in each subdivision.

Peggy Jemison:
Make it terribly confusing.

William Chase:
And don’t have quite – the streets just don’t quite meet.

Peggy Jemison:
Was there any interesting little fact that, you know, in addition, that you’ve got to add about say the lumberyard, the Billy Smith Lumberyard or anything that you recall of this Becker area that we are saying goes from Watkins to Tressland?

William Chase:
Watkins.  Yeah, Watkins to Tressland.

Peggy Jemison:
Watkins to Tressland.
[0:46:00]

And North Parkway – well, we’re going over to Brown – over to Brown, which is really pretty far north.  But that’s what they call the VECA area now.
William Chase:
VECA.  

Mina Chase:
V-E-C-A, that’s where Martha and ______ live.

William Chase:
Oh, the Evergreen-

Peggy Jemison:
Right.  Valentine, Evergreen.  

William Chase:
Yeah.

Peggy Jemison:
They’ve given it a name.

William Chase:
All those subdivisions right in there were originally Evergreen and then there was Faxon to Evergreen and somebody else’s Evergreen.  So yeah.
Peggy Jemison:
Right.  Did you ever hear about Terrytown, when there was a little Terrytown out there?

William Chase:
I’m not.  I guess what you’re talking about is where Colonel Terry lived, at the corner of Valentine and – Valentine and Evergreen.

Peggy Jemison:
Right.

William Chase:
And he had a dairy farm there when I was a little boy.

Peggy Jemison:
That’s what we were trying to – and you remember it?

William Chase:
I mean I remember-

[0:47:00]
-Colonel Dairy.  And of course, his daughter.

Peggy Jemison:
Lorena.

William Chase:
Lorena was here.

Peggy Jemison:
We’ve got an interview with her coming up.
William Chase:
And it was just a – there was no development north of Jackson at that time.  When I was a little boy at Snowden School it pretty much stopped at Jackson.  And then up there where Colonel Terry lived, he was the commander of the National Guard that was along here, the commander of the National Guard most years.  And there was a little bitty bunch of stores there right next to west of his dairy farm that, where he lived, where Valentine School is now.  I don’t remember anything-
[0:48:00]
-in particular, but I remember Colonel Terry.

[48:02:29]

Peggy Jemison:
Were there any older houses that were notable in this area, that have now maybe have gone, but any – other than the Galloway house, which is out of our area a bit?

William Chase:
Well, they have the original – I guess there were three Galloway houses really.  The first one was where the youth building of the – well, now his is south of Parkway, though.  

Peggy Jemison:
Mm-hmm.  And so _____-

William Chase:
That’s a different area.

Peggy Jemison:
Yeah, a little different.  This particular area north would be kind of – there wasn’t anything that you can think of.  Do you know anything about the house that your family probably built, it was the first house on North Parkway that Mina told us about?  

William Chase:
Well, it was – all I know is that-

[0:49:00]
-after my grandfather sold that house – so he sold off that property out there.  It started off with nice, a few scattered very nice houses out in Chelsea and Greenlaw, so there’s that.  And then he just fizzled out and the mood was – the development led south and so he – whatever land he had left there, between him and his brothers and sisters, they had a fair amount of it.  I know that some is Donohue’s property, went back all the way to Woodlawn street, because when I was a little boy they had held some of those lots and never sold-

[0:50:00]
-them, and I had to go up and cut the weeds on them.

[Laughter]
Peggy Jemison:
So you knew about those.

William Chase:
I know about those lots.

Peggy Jemison:
You really know about those.

Mina Chase:

Peggy was asking about the path on North Parkway.

Peggy Jemison:
Oh, North Parkway.
William Chase:
Well after – then he sold it off to – that house to Walsh and started – if I understood, it was building a house at Evergreen and on the north – I think it’s northeast corner.  Somewhere along ______ and Evergreen he was building a house, and he was living in his father’s old house down on Second Street while-

Peggy Jemison:
He was building.

William Chase:
He had sold the house to Walsh and he hadn’t finished this one, and yeah, while he was living there on Second Street he became sick and died.  So that was – nobody-

Peggy Jemison:
Mm-hmm.
[0:51:00]
Peggy Jemison:
Okay.  Well-

William Chase:
That’s all I know about that.  I was raised – I was raised right – of course, Frank and Jill lived way up on-

Mina Chase:
Avalon.

William Chase:
-Overdale, Avalon, and what in between, Tutwiler and Jackson.
Mina Chase:
Overton Park, I think, and – I think.

William Chase:
I think early, when we were in maybe third or fourth grade they lived up somewhere for a while in between Jackson – I man between Tutwiler and Jackson.
Mina Chase:
Maybe so.  Maybe so.

William Chase:
Then they lived on Avalon.  

Mina Chase:
Right.  _____ _____.
William Chase:
Yeah, I lived on Angeles.

Mina Chase:
That’s right.  I thought you did.

Peggy Jemison:
Yeah.  

[End of Audio]
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