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Rayaane Cramer:
. . . 1979.  This is Rayaane Creemer and Peggy Jammerson and Vollintine Evergreen Neighborhood and Public Policy from Metropolitan Inter-Faith Association.  We are on a Tennessee for the Humanities Grant.  Today we are interviewing Dr. Granville Davis of Southwestern at Memphis.  Today is May 22nd, 1979.  Dr. Davis, tell us now, when did you leave ____ and move into this neighborhood?  When did you come here?  
Dr. G. Davis:
I arrived on June the 8th of 1954 and stayed on the campus until the 1st of September of 1954, – 

[0:01:00.5]

lived over in Neely Hall.  I did, I guess, the usual husband's way of allowing my wife to pack over in Little Rock and moved here, but I was on the job working here, and we moved into the house at 1097 North Bellevue on the 1st of September.  We bought that house and we lived there until 1969.  At that time my wife and I were divorced and I sold the house and moved to the Parkway House, and then stayed there until –

[0:02:00.7]

October of 1977, and then we moved to the Whitmont Towers and there I'm living now.  So although I have lived in three places in the neighborhood, still I have been in the neighborhood for twenty-five years come July the 8th.  

Rayanne Creemer:
Wow, and what was the neighborhood like when you moved in?
Dr. G. Davis:
Well, you know, aside from a greater influx of black families, it was much the same as it was now.  The great changes that apparently had taken place not long before I came, although they took place before I came so I can't say how long that was, – 

[0:03:01.1]

but there has been no school built except Cyprus Junior High, and since this is off in one far corner of the black neighborhood, it doesn't have much visibility and I often times forget about even that school.  

The Klondike has been expanding.  There has been an additional branch of the public library built on Vollintine near Klondike School and there have been additional buildings on the southwestern campus, but actually the character of the neighborhood remains virtually the same except that there is a regular intermingling of black –

[0:04:00.6]

and white families.  The blacks then were confined to the area north of the creek, really the drainage ditch, that serves the industrial Jackson Street area, and it was just not known for a black family to live this side, south of that.  


But before that time, before I came, and apparently not long before, there had been considerable change.  For one thing, what had been a dairy farm had gradually been broken up as to lands and pastures and followed the____ _____ gone, but the first thing that came into the area –

[0:05:00.5]

north of Jackson was a golf course, the Evergreen Golf Course.  I would assume from the amount of land devoted to it, it must have been something a 9-hole course, you know, and the very first synagogue purchased that. 
Rayanne Creemer:
Was that at Evergreen a Vollintine golf course?  
Dr. G. Davis:
I thought it was the Evergreen because now I am, remember, talking from what I had heard.  It may well have been the Vollintine golf course, but at any rate, a golf course that the Baron Hirsch congregation bought and built the temple.  By the way, there has been a considerable expansion of that handsome building, but still the synagogue was where it is and the Jewish families – 

[0:06:00.7]

around there, pretty much where they are, because it is an orthodox congregation.  They want to walk to the services.  There have been some that have moved out.  Those people do, they want to move, but there has remained a considerable Jewish community in the vicinity of the synagogue.  

Of course the integration of the Vollintine School indicates one of the historic changes of Stone Union High School, and long since the Evergreen Club, the Evergreen Civic Club, has ceased to exist.  It seems to have served – 

[0:07:00.6]

a useful purpose, if nothing else to be _____ about politics.  I think that Southwestern remembers with a certain amount of pleasant feeling the going out of business of the Evergreen Club because they turned the treasury over to Southwestern.  It wasn't considerable but it did amount to several thousand dollars.  

But I think that the churches – McLean is the one that has undergone a tremendous building program.  When we first came here, there was a pleasant little rural-looking church.  It certainly was not in a rural setting – 

[0:08:00.3]

but it had a little steeple and a church bell and it was quaint and attractive, and it was a pity that it had to go, but as the church expanded, they needed that space.  I thought they were as considerate as they could be when the first building program that expanded the sanctuary still retained this little church; but then finally when they had to expand the Sunday school, so they had to envelope the old church.  

Anyone who is familiar with what happened out at Mullins Methodist Church, the same sort of thing happened where you had a delightful little rural-looking church changed over into a modern building, and of course the size of the congregation made it necessary to change it again. 
Peggy Jammerson:
Excuse me, I hate to hop back, but I was wondering if you knew any more about the Evergreen Civic Club, – 
[0:09:00.5]

when it ceased to exist, if you remember that date?
Dr. G. Davis:
I don't remember the date.  It would be about ten years ago.
Peggy Jammerson:
Okay.  Any of the people involved?
Dr. G. Davis:
I don't know any of those that were involved. 
Rayanne Creemer:
Well, it seems to me you're saying that this neighborhood has stayed really very stable, that it's absorbed the integration changes with probably as little problem.  How do you account for that?
Dr. G. Davis:
Well, I think that there were certain stable elements that were present.  One was the community of Jews around Baron Hirsch that were desirous of staying steady because of its importance in their worship service; and I think also that – 

[0:10:00.7]

the Southwestern families tended to want to stay close to the campus because they had an advantage in having to travel shorter distances.  It's quite true that a number of our faculty members, they live now in Scenic Hills and Quiet Haven and the German town area and so on, but a large number still live in the neighborhood; and as new faculty members are added, they seek homes in this neighborhood.  

I think that the stabilizing influence of churches that have dropped off in number simply because Midtown for a long, long time was a declining area – 

[0:11:01.3]

in population, older families, few children.  I would guess that the church schools in almost all of the Midtown churches are struggling to maintain classes of any size at the elementary school level, but I can say that the church to which my family belongs, and I'm an active worker in Evergreen Presbyterian Church, it has now a growing Sunday school group, which would seem to indicate that some new, young families are moving into the neighborhood and –

[0:12:00.6]

a number of them are Presbyterians. 
Rayanne Creemer:
Well, so Southwestern has certainly been a factor in the neighborhood, and talk to us a little bit about the history of Southwestern here.  
Dr. G. Davis:
Yes, I'd be glad to.  Now I would like to say one other thing.  I do think also that we cannot overlook the effect of the VECA organization.  I think that they have worked hard and effectively in preventing white flight and they have, I think, helped to stabilize the neighborhood tremendously.
Rayanne Creemer:
I think communication is so much a part of foregoing panic and flight, don't you think?
Dr. G. Davis:
Yes, and I think too, that blacks and whites have worked together for the improvement of Vollintine School, for the improvement of Snowden School, for certain programs in the schools.  They found out that they can work together – 

[0:13:00.5]

and for that reason, it has been helpful.  The biggest difficulty, which may or not be racial but at least the blacks have felt that it was racial, is the closing of West Drive through Hyde Park, and that though has affected comparatively few families in the neighborhood, like ______.
Rayanne Creemer:
How do you feel about that, Dr. Davis?  
Dr. G. Davis:
I don't know.  I don't live out at West Drive.  What I think is that it's unfortunate for those who live there not to have had better engineering of the streets.  If you had circular streets as you had initially engineering into Chickasaw Garden, – 

[0:14:01.0]

then you would have no one wanting to go through there because it's something of a maze to drive straight through there.  I never heard of anyone making a regular trek from Poplar to Central to go through Chickasaw Gardens.  West Drive runs straight right through the addition.  It's an open invitation naturally for anyone to come through there.  


I can well understand why residents there with children would regret the number of cars that pass there and they would worry about who was driving the car, whether they were black or white.  On the other hand, if I lived north of Jackson, I would feel imposed upon that one access route was set off from it.  Incidentally, Evergreen used to be an outlet – 

[0:15:00.6]

also for the residents of the area, especially the Hyde Park area north of Jackson to move to the west, and they moved through the Southwestern campus, and therefore the roads through the campus were changed to replan so that students didn't step out of their residents hall doorway right into the path of an automobile.  It isn't an easy problem for an outsider to see.  I just think that the fault came with the engineering of the streets in the Hyde Park area.  
Peggy Jammerson:
You spoke about the stability of the neighborhood being the synagogue.  
[0:16:00.4]

I don't know if you're aware of it, but they own property out east and the Sunday school is now out east.  What do you think the actual moving of the entire synagogue out east would do the neighborhood?  
Dr. G. Davis:
I don't think it would be damaging to the extent that the neighborhood would be permanently impaired, but you remove any stabilizing force from any neighborhood and obviously it's going to be less stable, and I think that there will need to be a harder fight made by the present residents of the VECA area to work with VECA, work with the churches, work with all forces to stabilize the neighborhood more than ever because I think it will be injurious. – 
[0:17:00.4]

But it's not fatal is what I'm saying.  
Rayanne Creemer:
How active is VECA right now?  Has it got lots of vitality, do you think?  
Dr. G. Davis:
I hear less of it.  That doesn't prove anything.  It may be that I just don't see their newsletters often or it's not where I can have access to it.  I've looked with interest on its getting a new office furnished by Lindsay Memorial Presbyterian Church and I can hope that this indicates that it is alive and well and will continue to be a strong force for good in the neighborhood.  

But may I now take a look at Southwestern and get back to the question that you asked about.  Of course Southwestern was located – 

[0:18:00.4]

where it is because it was necessary to have a big plot of ground.  It has, I'm not sure how many, but between 100 and 120 acres.  It has a location then that at one time was just outside of the city limits.  It was chosen because it was near the intersection of East Parkway and North Parkway but just outside of the city limits, and when you think of how you have to go about 4 or 5 miles to the north to get to the edge of the city and 6 or 7 miles east now to get to the edge of the city, it let you understand that there has been a considerable expansion in the 50-plus years that Southwestern has been here.  
[0:19:00.6]

I think that for it to have come at a time that the area was undeveloped has helped to influence the character of the neighborhood.  It has brought in a type of family that would be interested in either educating its children in the college or the sort of family that would like to attend lectures and eventually the sort of family that would participate in the continuing education programs of the college.  The records of the Continuing Education Center will show that a tremendous number of people do take advantage of the courses that are offered by the center.  
[0:20:00.4]

I think that if the gasoline shortage continues and gets more severe, we may have more people walking over here than we think.  Most people prefer not to walk at night in any neighborhood in Memphis and I suppose that this might change the hours that the classes would be open, say at 4:30 rather than at 7:30, but I can see that this is not going to be damaged by any gasoline shortage.  It might even be helped.  I think this will reflect to the advantage of the neighborhood churches here.  I think that traveling shorter distances is going to have a great appeal. 
Rayanne Creemer:
It could change lifestyles.  
Dr. G. Davis:
Yes, and I think it will mean a larger – 

[0:21:00.7]

membership for the churches and centers. 
Peggy Jammerson:
And with Southwestern, did they buy the land?  Can you bring us up to date on this?  
Dr. G. Davis:
Well, it was of course located over in Tennessee at Clarksville.  It was a small college that Dr. Deal felt could be made into a great institution by moving it to an urban setting.
Peggy Jammerson:
Was Dr. Diehl President Diehl?  
Dr. G. Davis:
Yes.
Peggy Jammerson:
I see. 
Dr. G. Davis:
And he moved it almost personally, he and Miss Erma Reese, his secretary, here to Memphis.  Now of course the committee here in this city worked hard – 

[0:22:00.8


to raise funds for it.  This is all happened long before I came here but the committee chose this site.  Whether the site was donated or purchased – I have an idea it was donated but I'm uncertain – but I know that it was chosen carefully because it was felt that it would have room to grow if it had a large enough campus, and this was a place where they could plant it.  And of course since I've come here, the change of widening the North Parkway has taken place, –

[0:23:00.7


the cutting down of that center strip.  I was interested to discover that where Woodmont is, I was talking to Art Shae who was in the city's --
Rayanne Creemer:
Attorney.  
Dr. G. Davis:
-- legal department, and a kinsman of his owned a house where the Woodmont is, and there he kept a stable, and he chose this location because it was North Parkway and there was a riding trail on this center strip, shaded and so on, and he would ride his horse I guess from the area across town up to East Parkway and then turn around and gallop back.   
[0:24:00.8]
Rayanne Creemer:
Did he say who he was, what his name was?  
Dr. G. Davis:
No.  I'm sure he would have said but I just don't recall.  Now I have a feeling that the name was Shae but I'm not certain.  And well, it's of course become much more of an automobile city but this was the significance of the planning of the whole parkway system that this city was well ahead of its time in ____ ___ _____ parkways.  The access over to the park has been of course helpful to Southwestern and maybe adds more room, and you can see how it would be significant to biology and the botany departments.  

[0:25:00.7


This is one of the reasons why certain faculty members have been very much in the forefront of the struggle to keep the expressway from going through the park, and it has been a 20-year fight that has thus far been to the advantage of the – that is the court decisions have been to the advantage of the environmentalists, they're called.  I think they're more than just environmentalists.  They're the ones that feel that the character of the neighborhood would be changed by having such an expressway down through the center.  
Rayanne Creemer:
Well, do you feel that the neighborhood is threatened by anything?  We obvious are seeing its points of stability, and do you feel it's threatened by say Vollintine Courts – 

[0:26:00.7]

or anything that comes to your mind?
Dr. G. Davis:
Tell me, are Vollintine Courts on Watkins, between Vollintine and the Wax Home to the north of there?
Rayanne Creemer:
Yes.  
Dr. G. Davis:
They have been apartment houses for a long time.  Is there some change in the wind for them?
Rayanne Creemer:
There's a court, there's a lawsuit pending, and I don't know the details of it but they're in terrible condition and there's a cyclone fence all around them.  The appearance is terrible but I don't know anything more than that at this point.
Peggy Jammerson:
They're abandoned and pretty well vandalized.
Dr. G. Davis:
Well, I think this does indicate some deterioration but – 

[0:27:00.4]

that perhaps indicates that there has been a decline in the population of the neighborhood as much as anything else.  Families that can afford housing that's more expensive have moved to either the two high-rise apartments that have been built in the neighborhood, the Woodline or the Parkway House, or they have moved into other types of housing away from there.  There's an upward mobility amongst apartment dwellers.  Inflation has brought much higher salaries and oftentimes has permitted people to move out of housing that was good.  I know I drove in a carpool and my daughter was in Central High School, and I would –

[0:28:00.6]

go there and pick up one of the members of the carpool, and this was considered a reasonably good residential apartment area at that time, that time being, oh, about 1962 to 1965, something like that.  
Rayanne Creemer:
Have property values held up pretty well in VECA?
Dr. G. Davis:
Since I sold my house about ten years ago, I'm not the best judge in the world, but you constantly hear of people that are selling their houses at considerably more than they paid for them, however I done think that it's quite as dramatic as say some of the –

[0:29:00.6]

houses in the Central Gardens district that have changed hands and so on.  After all, these are house that 25 or 30 years ago were in the $15,000 to $25,000 class.  $25,000, except for some of the houses along the Parkway, would be top.  Now those are exceptional, and the Hyde Park houses would be exceptional.  But I think that it's -- 
Rayanne Creemer:
Generally bungalow-type, comfortable but not --  
Dr. G. Davis:
Small.
Rayanne Creemer:
-- relatively small. 
Dr. G. Davis:
Yes.
Rayanne Creemer:
Well, tell us just some of the anecdotes that come to mind.  You were telling us a little bit about the hill and the dairy, and things you've heard in the neighborhood. 
Dr. G. Davis:
Well, I think the weirdest thing in the world to think of are anecdotes – 

[0:30:00.5]

on schedule.  The best anecdote I know relates to an English professor, a professor from Oxford who wanted to come to the United States and be in residence in Memphis for a year or two – his name was Bruce – so that he could make a study of and write articles or a book perhaps on Mr. Crump, so he applied for a position at Southwestern.  John Osmond was going to Europe and Dr. Diehl asked John to look him up, and if he seemed like the sort of person that we would like to have on the faculty, to communicate with him, and he, – 

[0:31:00.8]

Dr. Diehl, then would offer him a position.  

John's cable was favorable and the man was employed as a professor of political science, and so in late August he arrived in New York City where he spent a night or two with friends, and they said, "What are you going to Memphis for?  It's tropical," they said, "it's just terrible."  And  said, "Well, no, I have this project that I want to do."  

He came by train and got off late in the evening.  He was met and he went from the air-condition [brief break in audio] -- heat was, in his opinion, tropical, and he was brought by automobile to – 

[0:32:00.6]

Neely Hall, which is a guest apartment on the west side of the campus, and there spent a restless night because it was so hot and there was no air conditioning then.  There was a window pane however.  


And something in the night – I told you, I spent about six weeks at Neely Hall -- something in the night gets the animals start, almost every night, and the lions roar and the elephants chuck it and the hyenas laugh, and it was just nothing but pandemonium.  And the next morning he came out bleary-eyed, according to this story that I don't believe is apocryphal.  I believe it's true.  

He came out into the dining hall and sat down after getting his order in, – 

[0:33:00.6]

and asked someone there, "How close are you to the jungle?"  This is my favorite campus story and its relationship to the Hilverton Park Zoo.  You know the students sometimes affectionately call this Zoo U, and I somehow just can't think of neighborhood tales.  

Rayanne Creemer:
Let's talk a few minutes about some of the authors who have been on campus like Peter Taylor.  Someone told me Tennessee Williams wrote one of his books living on Tutwiler.  Have you any knowledge of that? 
Dr. G. Davis:
I don't.  Peyton Rhodes – 

[0:34:00.8]

lived as a neighbor, I believe, to Tennessee Williams at one time, and that may have been during a period when Tennessee Williams was living here.  I think it was more in relationship with kinsmen of Tennessee Williams than anything else.  Charlie May Fletcher grew up in this neighborhood.  Mrs. John Gould Fletcher she was.  John Gould Fletcher won a Pulitzer Prize for poetry while living in Little Rock, and she was and is an author in her own right.  She is best known for children's books, –  
[0:35:01.0]

has a very good book on a personal visit of considerable months duration to a hospital at _____ with Albert Schweitzer, and her book on Schweitzer is not only interesting for children, I think, but interesting for adults.  

Peter Taylor did not live in this neighborhood.  He lived, I believe, across the street from the Country Club.  This would be, what, Good – well, I don't know.  It's a street that -- 
Rayanne Creemer:
Goodman. 
Dr. G. Davis:
Goodman, yes.
Rayanne Creemer:
There's one side of it.  
Dr. G. Davis:
Yeah.  Incidentally, this will add nothing to your tape, but I don't know whether you – 

[0:36:00.6]

read the story in the May 14th New Yorker.
Rayanne Creemer:
I've heard about it but I -- 
Dr. G. Davis:
He mentioned Southwestern, taking Latin, being troubled with Horace's odes.  He tells about Overton Park and so on.  
Rayanne Creemer:
I've got to get that issue. 
Dr. G. Davis:
Of course he is at his best in writing stories that are localized.  It doesn't make if they are here or in Nashville or in whatever name he gives to Trinity [brief break in audio] faculty
Rayanne Creemer:
Robert Penn Warren was on the faculty?
Dr. G. Davis:
Yes.  Uh-huh.  And --
Rayanne Creemer:
Allen Tate.
Dr. G. Davis:
-- Allen Tate was on the faculty, and indeed it was Robert Penn Warren's leaving here and going to Kenyon that explains why – 

[0:37:00.7]

Peter Taylor spent the early years of his college undergraduate's career at Southwestern but graduated from Kenyon.  He followed Robert Penn Warren up there.
Rayanne Creemer:
Well how does the college involve itself in the neighborhood?  Is there any involvement of the students in the neighborhood?
Dr. G. Davis:
Yes.  Mike Curvy, the professor of political science, has made a number of surveys using students to go from door-to-door and knock on the doors and ask questions.  This is to the end of knowing more about the neighborhood, its problems, then thinking through what solutions might be for the problems that could arise.  
[0:38:00.4]

The VECA organization has always had members of the faculty of Southwestern on the board, printer of newsletters, artists to draw pictures for it and so on.   
Rayanne Creemer:
Two student teachers I know go to Snowden.
Dr. G. Davis:
Yes, oh yes.  Of course the Kinney Program, which is in itself a memorial to a great man, Laurence F. Kinney, who was a professor of religion and a colleague in Continuing Education for a great many years.  He lived in the neighborhood around Hollywood.  He was an inspiration to students and they carry his memory on through this Kinney Program – 

[0:39:00.4]

that seeks to work primarily with the underprivileged throughout the city, not just to do reading programs at the Hollywood School.  Is it the Springdale School on Hollywood?  

They, as I say, work throughout the city, practice teaching at Snowden, as you say, has been a ____ for 20 years of our students so they are very much involved there.  I think it goes without saying that they work in churches and playground movement.  They work as zookeepers, assistants of course.  It was a Southwestern student that was so terribly – 

[0:40:00.6]

damaged by this giraffe fearful that she was harming her giraffe's baby.  You remember this happened two or three years ago and she was in a coma for a long time. 

For one reason, the students are involved because they live, a number of them, they live in the neighborhood, so that what is important in the way of class projects is doubly important to them because they are examining and working with and trying to improve their own neighborhood.  Marnie Hardy has especially worked with VECA.  Incidentally, she has also held conferences – 

[0:41:00.4]

for the neighborhood, planning its future.  I hope you interview her because she will have, I think, useful information for you about that, of outstanding programs.
Rayanne Creemer:
Good.  Just a comment in general on the changes you've seen in college life in your 25 years here.  You've been through the '60s and '70s, turbulent times on campus.  Any comments on that, Dr. Davis, what Southwestern, how you feel Southwestern has handled their problems?  
Dr. G. Davis:
Yes.  I think it must be remembered that Southwestern is a private tuition school.  It is church-related, and it is heavily supported by – 

[0:42:00.7]

campaigns in the Memphis community and nationally for support.  Still, one of the decidedly significant means of support is a high tuition, so if you have a high entrance qualification and a high tuition, you have a highly selective student body, and there's a greater consciousness of the importance of getting your money's worth when the tuition is high, I think, than would be true at other institutions or in communities or in regions where there was far greater wealth than there is in the south.  It's likely that wealth is unknown in the south because it is not the usual thing.  


Now I think that all of these things – 

[0:43:00.7]

suggest why the violence of the '60s passed us by; but now the rest of the '60s did not pass us by.  And with everyone else marching to protest something – ROTC on campus, well, students say, "I'm not trying to laugh them out of importance," but the only way they could express their opposition to ROTC on campus was – because we didn't have ROTC, or didn't then.  We had one ____ type of training program then – was to march over to the army and back.  


But they were very conscious of the Vietnam War.  There was tremendous student opposition to it, but instead of – 

[0:44:00.6]

sitting in the administrative offices or boycotting classes or occupying buildings and keep everyone out, which you found at Cornell or Columbia or at Berkeley or wherever, it was more of an intellectual-type of protests.  Students present Dilemma each year and they have had speakers.  Ellsberg, for example, spoke here, right after the Pentagon Papers were appropriated by ____ and presented to the New York Times and published, and in other newspapers as well. 
Rayanne Creemer:
I think it was interesting this year's Dilemma focused on the '60s.
Dr. G. Davis:
Yes.  They were sort of – 

[0:45:00.5]

having a reappraisal of the '60s so that the awareness of the students is beyond question.  The interest of the students is beyond question, but it is not type of protest that lends itself to extremes.
Rayanne Creemer:
Or destroys neighborhoods too. 
Dr. G. Davis:
I think that perhaps the nearest to obstructionism that came was students lying down on a track, on the Varison Field track, and thereby prevented the holding of track meet.  
[0:46:00.8]

But this was not to protest the Vietnam War or an action of the President or anything else, but to protest an action of their own Honor Counsel for suspending a student accused of cheating.  They were protesting against themselves, in short, or one group of students was protesting against another group of students.  I think that the '60s was a great deal more restless decade than the '70s.  Things calmed down a great deal, but Watergate and inflation have been very sobering experiences.   

Well, I have lived in two -- 

Rayanne Creemer:
Two apartments.  
[0:47:00.8]
Dr. G. Davis:
-- two high-rise apartment buildings.  I do know that they were opposed strongly by the neighborhood.  It was almost as if houses of prostitution were coming in, the amount of bitter protest that the neighborhood would be ruined.  I think actually that the neighborhoods were upgraded.  I think this is especially true of Woodmont where it did lend to a declining neighborhood and I think that this tended to upgrade it.  

The underpass at Sears had tended to make people not want to have houses there, and one or two houses that are less and therefore closer to the underpass beyond the Woodmonth Towers, they have continued – 

[0:48:00.8]

to fall into disrepair.  But the attractive little park-like area where the apartment is set well back from the street, and they keep it up like a park, this has tended to give pride to everybody in the neighborhood.  I think that also there were people that were taking pride in their property already but this helped. 

The Parkway House was actually over a high-grade swamp, you know, a heavy drainage ditch.  That ditch was covered as a result of the Parkway House coming in and the building of the Phi K.A. National Chapter House, the Cobin Counsel, and beyond that filling in the gap up to Snowden School.  
[0:49:00.7]

And so that plus Evergreen Church all tended to make an area that could have become disagreeable in its aspect, I think, generally here again, you had improvement.  The Parkway House was always kept up in good style and I think it helps to encourage everyone else. 
Rayanne Creemer:
Of course, now that it's a condominium, you know, the people won't be owning their own. 
Dr. G. Davis:
Yes, and this is true.  Indeed this is the only reason I left Parkway House.  We just said we did not want to buy into a situation where you had to vote with others.  If I own it, I would rather control it rather than have it a cooperative venture.  
[0:50:00.0]

I think that in short, the neighborhood now, I think the immediate neighbors would be inclined to oppose a high-rise apartment coming close to them but I think that they could not help being encouraged if it was rezoned by their presence there. It's really interesting how much of this property that went to apartments once was owned by Southwestern.  The Parkway House property was purchased from Southwestern; the Cabana Apartments, that 40 acres, purchased from Southwestern, left to Southwestern -- 
Rayanne Creemer:
So they at Southwestern selling for apartments has really influenced the neighborhood. 
Dr. G. Davis:
Yeah.  I think the Cabana Apartments – 

[0:51:00.4]

have prevented the deterioration of that area.  
Rayanne Creemer:
Do many Southwestern people live there, students or professors?
Dr. G. Davis:
Certainly students do.  I don't know, there are three professors, two besides me – besides my family and me – in the Woodmont.  I don't know of any professors who live in the Parkway House but I know the parents of professors do live there so that it is an item of convenience for them. 
Rayanne Creemer:
What about the original apartments, some of the old ones on Mcneil and around there?  Weren't there old apartments of the '40s and '30s in there?
Dr. G. Davis:
Yeah, and incidentally, Southwestern owns two of them itself.  These are apartment houses just beyond Overton Park, not on Mcneil, on Mclean.  
[0:52:00.4]

They kept up well, and all of these are occupied by faculty families.
Rayanne Creemer:
Does Southwestern own any more land in the neighborhood?
Dr. G. Davis:
Not that I know of.  I don't believe they do or I would know of it. 
Rayanne Creemer:
And that was a dairy too, the Briggs Dairy where the University Cabana is located.  That was another dairy.  
Dr. G. Davis:
When I came here 25 years ago, it was cotton field and it was planted to cotton.  I never did see them harvest it but they always planted it each year.  He must have done something to the tax requirements to keep it as farm property, keep on plowing it. 
Rayanne Creemer:
They probably got ______.
Dr. G. Davis:
Oh, well I've enjoyed it.  Thank you. 
 [End of Audio]
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