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Kramer:
This is Rae Ann Kramer and Peggy Jemison from Metropolitan to Interfaith Association on a grant from the Tennessee Committee for the Humanities doing the Vollintine-Evergreen Neighborhood and Public Policy Study.  We are about to interview Ms. Alice Wells Hanley.  And Ms. Hanley lives – lived in the Overton neighborhood.

Alice Hanley:
Autumn Avenue.

Kramer:
Right.  On Autumn Avenue.  Where on Autumn?

Alice Hanley:
1740.

Kramer:
All right.  And grew up there and went to Snowden School.  And has lived in the VECA neighborhood at 705 Cypress since –
Alice Hanley:
Since 1927, 52 years.

Kramer:
Oh, my goodness, so you are going to be a wonderful help for both of the neighborhood studies that we’re doing at this point. 

Jemison:
Tell us just a little bit now about growing up on Autumn and going to Snowden.

Alice Hanley:
Snowden School.
[0:01:02:00]

Well, you were talking about Grace, Grace Rudisell.  Grace and I used to walk home from – we didn’t have – we took our lunch sometimes.  They didn’t have dining rooms and things then.  We’d take our lunch, and a lot of days Grace and I would walk home for lunch.  And right at the corner of Autumn and Hawthorne we had a big old rock, and we’d stick this rock up on a certain spot.  And if she left home before I did she’d move the rock to let me know she’d gone on, and if I went first I’d move the rock.  But we tried to meet there to go back to school together.

But oh, that’s so silly.

Jemison:
We’re looking at your class book, at your graduating class, and this was the class of 1916.

Alice Hanley:
Uh-huh.
Jemison:
And how large was your class, do you remember?

Alice Hanley:
I think we got the picture in here.  There it is.  Twelve – six of each.

[0:02:02]
Jemison:
Six boys and six girls.

Alice Hanley:
Uh-huh.

Jemison:
And this is a picture even numbers of boys and girls at Snowden School.  And you were the class president now.  Tell us some of the projects and what you did with this class of 12. 

Alice Hanley:
Oh, I don’t know what we did.

Kramer:
Did you have a dance?

Alice Hanley:
I don’t think so.  I know – of course, we didn’t date like they do now, but I remember we had an old victrola in our house, and the boys and girls would come around Saturday night and play the piano and run the victrola and dance.  But we didn’t have big party dances or dates and things like that.  Once – oh, I think a little bit later we used to start – we went downtown to the movies to the Princess Theater down there near Beale and Main.
[0:03:02]
Jemison:
And you’d ride on the streetcar, would you?  How would you get there?

Alice Hanley:
Oh, yes, ride on the streetcar.

Jemison:
And where did the streetcar go in your neighborhood?

Alice Hanley:
Well, it went all the way down on Evergreen. They’ve taken it away from there now, but there was a streetcar that went all the way down Evergreen and then turned on Galloway and went into the Overton Park, the way the bus goes now.

Jemison:
Right.  Uh-huh.  Excuse us just a minute.
[Break in audio]
Alice Hanley:
She was our eighth-grade teacher, eight-two.  You know, had eight-one, eight-two, seven-one, seven-two, like that.

Jemsion:
And tell us a little bit about Snowden.  It was smaller then and had, what, you said eight rooms?

Alice Hanley:
Eight rooms, uh-huh.

Kramer:
When did it open?

Alice Hanley:
It must have opened about 1910, 1909 or 1910.  

[0:04:00]


I know I didn’t start school until I was 7.  And I went to, like I said, to Maury one year, and then went to Snowden.

Jemison:
It had been built then.  

Alice Hanley:
It was built then, but that was when it was first started.

Jemison:
And so you've been in this neighborhood all of your life.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm. Ever since I was 6 years old.

Jemison:
Was your husband, did you meet your husband and did he grow up in this neighborhood?

Alice Hanley:
No, he grew up out there in Spottswood, out there on Spottswood and Semmes.  That was the Hanley family.  In fact, they still live out there.  I mean not – of course, Stan’s been dead nearly 22 years, but he has a sister that lives in the old Hanley home on the corner of Spottswood and Semmes. Mary Hanley.

Jemison:
Well, and so then –
Kramer:
Is Hanley Street named for that family?

Alice Hanley:
Uh-huh.  And they have Hanley School over there somewhere.

[0:05:00]

Of course, Mary could tell you all about the Hanley part of it.  I don’t know too much.  No, I met Dan. Well no, ya’ll aren’t interested in that.

[Crosstalk] 

Alice Hanley:
His sister, Dan’s about seven years older than I was.  I was at a party out at his younger sister’s, and he was going with other debutantes and things like that.  And he said who is that cute little blonde.  And then I never did see him again for about three years.

Begin Segment 2: [00:05:34]
Kramer:
Now, with Snowden School, you of course have seen it through the years.  Your children also went to Snowden.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Kramer:
Maybe you can tell us a little bit about the changes that you've noticed through the years.

Alice Hanley:
Well, I wish Wells would come out here.  He could probably tell you a lot.  I tell you one thing about the changes.  When we were – of course, we all had little young children, and then now they’ve gradually moved away, I mean gotten old.

[0:06:00]

Now the park has gotten like it was when we first moved here.  Little children all over the place.  I was looking in the Hein Park garden club book, and there’s something like 37 children under 16 in the park now.

Jemison:
So young families are moving back into the neighborhood.

Alice Hanley:
Are moving back in.  Uh-huh.  And it makes it so nice because it keeps us young.

Jemison:
Right.  Well, let’s move on to coming in here to Hein Park.  So you've married and you and Mr. Hanley –
Alice Hanley:
Uh-huh.  Dan.

Jemison:
Did you buy this house?  Was it built?

Alice Hanley:
It was in the process of being built.  I told you the Diehl’s built it, Louis Diehl and Clarence Diehl.  They built several houses along here, and this one was, oh, about half finished.  I tell you, who was the real estate, Rip Greer.  

[0:07:00]
Jemison:
Rip Greer.

Alice Hanley:
Rip Greer was a friend of my husbands, and papa always said Rick, and I framed up on him because I saw this house and I wanted it.  So Rick talked pop into buying it.  He – that was in 1927.

Kramer:
Do you remember what you paid for it?

Alice Hanley:
Uh-huh, $13,500.00.

Jemison:
That’s wonderful.

Alice Hanley:
And 13 years ago I had a lot of remodeling done, and I spent that much just having the kitchen and the bathrooms and painting and things.  Spent that amount at that time.  Mm-hmm.

Jemison:
Tell me now a little bit about the subdivision when you bought in it.  Were you one of the – was this one of the early houses?

Alice Hanley:
No, there were a few houses over on West Drive.

Jemison:
Was West Drive the first?

Alice Hanley:
I think so. They were just scattered here and there yonder.

Kramer:
Were people building them themselves? 
Alice Hanley:
I really don’t know.

[0:08:00]

I know that Mr. Diehl built the Marshall house.  That’s one door from here. 

[Crosstalk]
Alice Hanley:
And this in between here, this house right here, was a vacant lot for – up until way up in the ‘40s because John and Beau and Dan and Earl Hayes and all of them used this lot for a baseball field and football field.

Jemison:
So actually when you came out in ’27, Mr. Hein had built his house on Parkway.  And he cut the streets through.

Alice Hanley:
The streets were cut through.

Jemison:
And it was paved.

Alice Hanley:
Well, we don’t have sidewalks

Jemison:
No, but it was paved.

Alice Hanley:
Oh, yeah, the streets were paved.

Jemison:
And the lot seemed to vary through the subdivision.

Alice Hanley:
It did, mm-hmm.  Because this was a lot and a half.  You see, this lot is a whole lot bigger than the two on the north.  

[0:09:04]

And then when the Martins built their house, they wanted to buy some of our backyard because they didn’t have enough room.  But Dan wouldn’t sell it to them.

Jemison:
Well, the – then the West Drive you think had the earliest house in the subdivision.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Jemison:
And then these probably came on soon after.
Alice Hanley:
Yeah, there were one or two in Summer Drive but not a bunch of them.  There’d be one here and then two or three vacant lots and then another one.  But you can – I don’t really know – I know I walked the dog a lot, and there’s some houses over on Summer Drive that I’m sure are very old.  But there are just one or two.

Kramer:
Well, did you know Mr. Hein?

Alice Hanley:
No.

Kramer:
Did you know the Gerbers or any of the Mettes? M-E-T-T-E
Alice Hanley:
The Mettes?
[0:10:00]
Kramer:
The Mettes.  Is that how you pronounce it?

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Kramer:
Well, who were they?

Alice Hanley:
Well, Elsa Gerber and Ms. Mette, I didn’t really know them but I’d heard my mother speak of them for a long time.  Now, you know Bea Gerber lives right behind me now, Mrs. Charlie Gerber.  
Begin Segment 3: [00:10:19]
Alice Hanley:
I told you we had a tennis court back there when we first moved.

Kramer:
Now where was the tennis court?

Alice Hanley:
In the lot right behind me.  And we had another one; you know where Dr. McConn used to live?  On that lot next to him we had another one.

Kramer:
Now who built the tennis courts?

Alice Hanley:
The mean around the neighborhood, Dan and Mr. Glass and Dr. Blue and Sid Caradine, you know, the Caradines.

Kramer:
And they were all in here?

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Jemison:
I didn’t realize that.

Kramer:
Mrs. Blue is a friend of yours, she said?

Alice Hanley:
Well, I’ve known her ever since we’ve been here.

[0:11:00]
Jemison:
So the men just got together and built some regular –
Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.  And we’d all meet out there late in the afternoons, sit around talking, having a drink maybe.  And then the men would line the courts and roll the courts.  Mr. Glass even built a roller.  Had a great big metal cylinder and he filled it with concrete and then put some kind of a metal handle in it.  And they rolled the court in and lined the court.

Kramer:
What kind of court was it?

Alice Hanley:
Just a clay court.  The clay around here is clay.

Jemison:
What Glass was that?

Alice Hanley:
Well, they came from Montgomery, Alabama.  Gunter Glass.  John Glass he was.  They had three sons.  And there was Franklin and Gunter and [Inaudible]. 

[0:12:00]

Ms. Glass has moved back to – she lives in Florida now.  She’s – oh, she was – Ms. Glass must be over 90 now, and so is Mrs. Blue.

Kramer:
So they had just a little gathering of companionship and fellowship in the neighborhood.  The children would play.

Alice Hanley:
Uh-huh.  

Kramer:
What else did you do in the neighborhood that was like that?

Alice Hanley:
Well, I’ll try to find some pictures.  Sometimes the men had a womanless wedding, and we had pictures of all the men in female clothes.  And then we’d have tacky parties in the homes.  And then Mrs. Blue’s always talking about when my father was staying here, he lived over in Arkansas.  It was during the Depression, and we didn’t have much to do, and we were sitting around playing bridge one day in the middle of the day, and he comes in and he says “Oh, the idle Rich!”
(Laughter)
[0:13:00]

And we weren’t able to do anything.

Jemison:
But you had good times together.

Alice Hanley:
Yeah, we really did.

Kramer:
When did the civic clubs start and the garden clubs?

Alice Hanley:
I don’t know now.  You’d have to find that out from somebody that has the records of Hein Park.  This one thing I found to show you, I don’t know how long the garden club had been in existence, but this was in 1935 when they had the garden club.  It was one of the first – we used to have a picnic once a year, somebody’s – this was over in one of the big houses on West Drive.

Kramer:
Are you still –

[Break in audio]

Kramer:
This is an article from the Press Scimitar and the date?

Alice Hanley:
The 12th – the 11th of July, 1935.

Jemison:
Nineteen thirty-five.

[0:14:00]
Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.  It’s a good thing I had the date on here because I didn’t know.  See, it was sent to me from Mr. Neiman.

Jemison:
I see.  And this is a festive scene during the Hein Park Garden Club outdoor party.  And the interesting thing to us, it gives us a lot of names of people who lived here in ’33.  Dr. and Mrs. T.F. Leatherwood; Dr. and Mrs. D.H. James.  

Alice Hanley:
A lot of those people in there are guests, but they were the ones – the lived there.  But the James and the Leatherwoods all lived here.

Jemison:
And the Caradines, you said, the R.S. Caradines.  And the Spurriers.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Jemison:
And Mrs. P.W. Sohm S-O-H-M.  Did they live here?

Alice Hanley:
No.  Ms. Sohm was Ms. Caradine’s sister, and she was a guest.

Jemison:
And Mrs. Curt Bowman.

[0:15:00]
Alice Hanley:
She was a guest.

[Crosstalk] 

Jemison:
And the W.T. Blacks.

Alice Hanley:
They weren’t – they didn’t live here.

Jemison:
All right. Brandt’s’?

Alice Hanley:
Well, I don’t think they lived here at that time.  I’m not sure. Winston Brandt lived up there on North Parkway for a while, but I don’t remember whether he was there or not.  I think he’s too young then.

Jemison:
And Mr. Beverly Boothe B-O-O-T-H-E, was grinning over the popularity of his place, the salad stand, which was all sold out early in the evening.

Alice Hanley:
Now, Ms. Boothe still lives here on Cross Drive.  She lives by herself.  And her daughter, Sarah Boothe, she’s Ms. Tom White, lives over on Charles Place now.

Jemison:
And I heard that Sarah had done some work on Hein Park’s history.  Do you know?

Alice Hanley:
Yeah, I think she knows quite a bit about it.  You might ask her some things that I wouldn’t know.
Begin Segment 4: [00:15:56]
Kramer:
Well, Hein Park is still having their summer party.

[0:16:00]
Alice Hanley:
Yeah, uh-huh.  They have the first meeting of the garden club in September.  We have a picnic at somebody’s house.  The whole neighborhood gets together.

Kramer:
Well, I understand there’s supposed to be some kind of festivities, July 5.

Alice Hanley:
I don’t know. I don’t think so. Maybe so.

Jemison:
I see two other names we should mention.  Mrs. Fred Veurer, and that was the family that started Gerbers. 

Alice Hanley:
And they lived over on Center Drive.

Jemison:
On Center.

Alice Hanley:
I’ll tell you who lives there now is that Jimmy Griffin, that rock star.

Jemison:
Tell us about him.

Alice Hanley:
I don’t know anything about him.  They tell me that they can’t even get in there to see him, but they had fixed that house up perfectly, beautifully.

Kramer:
Which house is that?  What’s the address?

Alice Hanley:
It’s on Center Drive, but I don’t remember the number.

Jemison:
And he’s a rock star.


[0:17:00]
[Break in audio]
Jemison:
This article about Cliff Davis.  Now, he’s pictured in – he didn’t really live in Hein Park, did he?

Alice Hanley:
No, he was just a big politician who would always come around.

Jemison:
For picnics and festivals.

Alice Hanley:
Yeah, mm-hmm.  That’s me with Cliff.  My name’s not down here, but it’s just up there. 

Jemison:
That’s just a darling picture.  Well, thank you.  We’ll take and get a copy of this and enjoy it.

[Break in audio]
Alice Hanley:
They call it bread.  The children know.

Jemison:
Ms. Hanley has brought out a copy of the Mid South.

Kramer:
Magazine from October 16, 197.

Jemison:
Which has a story on the rock and roll star who has moved in to Hein Park.  His name is Jimmy Griffin, G-R-I-F-F-I-N, and he bought a house on West Drive.

Alice Hanley:
East – Summer Drive.

[0:18:00]
Jemison:
I beg your pardon. Correct that. Summer Drive.

Alice Hanley:
Where the Veurer used to live.

Jemison:
Where the Veurer, the Fred Veurer. And this is the family – the Veurer family is the family that started Gerbers.

Kramer:
How do you spell that name?

Jemison:
V-E-U-R-E-R.

[Break in audio]
[Crosstalk] 

Alice Hanley:
Our first party.

Kramer:
It’s on.

Jemison:
All right.  Ms. Hanley has found her garden club book, and she’s making note that the garden club had just been organized, so the picture we saw probably is the first party.

Alice Hanley:
First party, and Mrs. James was the president at that time.

Jemison:
Mrs. D.H. James.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.  D.H. James I think it is.

Jemison:
And her daughter is Anne Weldon.

Alice Hanley:
Uh-huh.

Jemison:
Okay.  All right.

Alice Hanley:
And Tommy, did you know Tommy James?

Jemison:
Tommy James, yeah.

[0:19:00]
Alice Hanley:
And he’s married to Francis

Jemison:
Yeah.

Alice Hanley:
Francis –

Jemison:
Her mother married a Campbell.  I know – 

[Crosstalk] 

Begin Segment 5: [00:19:11]
Kramer:
This article about James Griffin says that he was a 34-year-old writer-musician for Bread, and he lives in this house.  It’s 18th century décor, and it has a number of pictures of lovely antiques.  It’s very ornately done.  In fact, the title of the article is called “Rock and Roll [Inaudible].”  [Laughs]  And the whole thing is very elegant.

[Break in audio]
Kramer:
James Griffin, muscular but boyish looking, plunks out a tune on the snow-white keys of a Steinway.  Long glass grapes, two strands of them, grow in the corner of James’ music room.  
[0:20:01]

They are from 1910 and worth $3,000.00.  A walnut music stand, ornately carved, is by the piano.

(inaudible) is also pictured in the article.  And she is 22.
[Break in audio]
Alice Hanley:
If any of them ever did, I don’t know.  

Kramer:
The neighborhood people just haven’t been able to involve them.

Jemison:
He has made a – has put an iron fence around, and he probably has to.

Alice Hanley:
Well, I guess he doesn’t want – he doesn’t know which are Hein Park residents that are interested in the house and which ones are just interested in him and his rock group.  So you all probably could get in.  If you do let me know.  [Laughter] 

Jemison:
We’ll try to.  Well, tell us a little about the – as the neighborhood progressed, how did you see this neighborhood change?

[0:21:00]
Alice Hanley:
Well, I tell you, we have been real fortunate in this neighborhood.  It hasn’t deteriorated, except recently, of course, the garbage business because things are not clean like they used to be.  I notice when I walk sometimes the leaves will be down there, and they vacuum them up and just leave a bunch at the bottom, and it’s just not clean like it was.

Now, Sarah gets out there sometimes and picks up.  You know when they had that clean up thing?  She and a young man that’s living in the McConn house now, I don’t know what his name is that recently moved there, they were out there with big plastic bags picking up cans and bottles and junk because they just go through here and throw things out of the cars.  And roads used to be so pretty and so clean.

[0:22:00]
Jemison:
Well, I think that’s kind of true of the city in general.  It’s no longer as clean as it was.

Alice Hanley:
Well, but even at that, it’s not as bad as most places. You haven’t got that thing on, have you? I don’t want to say anything about the Blacks. I don’t want to say anything until after.

[Inaudible – technical feedback]
(CUT)
Alice Hanley:
Well, we’ll have the first one, Mrs. Willis, who is a politician Willis’ first wife.  He’s married again.

Jemison:
Is that A.W. Willis?

Alice Hanley:
Yeah, Archie something Willis.  She bought a home on West Drive just before – just this side of where they’re trying to close it.  They’ve closed it, but they’re trying to reopen it.
Jemison:
Yeah, I heard that on the news.
Kramer:
But she’s all the way down almost to --

Alice Hanley:
Well, she’s about two doors from Jackson.  But it’s a beautiful, great big house.  It’s not one of the small houses.  

[0:23:00]

Like Jackson and Cypress, there are a few little bitty houses down there.  But that’s the first one.

Kramer:
When did she buy that house?

Alice Hanley:
She’s supposed to move in in June.

Kramer:
Oh, it’s just been sold.

Jemison:
She just bought it.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Jemison:
Do you know what she paid for it?

Alice Hanley:
The real estate thing said $95,000.00.

Kramer:
Who did she buy it from?

Alice Hanley:
The Weber’s of Dr. Weber.

Kramer:
Dr. Weber?

Alice Hanley:
Uh-uh.

Kramer:
Oh, good, you even have the address.

Alice Hanley:
Bill Weber.  Dr. Weber.  Dr. William Weber.  It’s Bill C. Weber on – it’s Dickey Weber, too.

Jemison:
What is the address?

Alice Hanley:
782 West Drive.

Jemison:
Yeah, I know Dickey.  I sure do. He’s in our church in fact.  Well, what’s the general feeling in the neighborhood?

[0:24:00]

Alice Hanley:
Well, there hasn’t been any much feeling.

Jemison:
Just kind of accepting and knowing that in any neighborhood this is going to happen.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.  In fact, Sarah said something at the last garden club meeting about inviting her to the next garden club when she moved in.  And it caused a fit, aw man.  You see, that’s why I didn’t want that taped, because Mrs. Gerber just nearly took a fit!
Kramer:
Is the garden club open to any residents in Hein Park or you have to be invited in?

Alice Hanley:
You’re supposed to be invited.  In fact, we thought it was open to anybody in Hein Park, but they got the old – what is it, the bylaws, and you have to be invited.  But of course everybody’s always invited and always has been.

[0:25:00]

They don’t all join, but they are asked to come.

Jemison:
Well, it’s – this is – it’s going to be interesting to see how it’s handled, and I don’t think it’s probably not going to hurt your neighborhood.

Alice Hanley:
Oh, I don’t think it will.  But I can’t see why they’re raising so much Cain about West Drive because they were making a race track out of it.  Of course, it didn’t bother us over in this part of the Park, but those people on West Drive, you know they’re walkers and joggers and bicyclers, and we don’t have sidewalks.  And they just make a race track between North Drive and Jackson.  And you can already see the difference since they put that thing up there, even though it’s not complete.  Have you seen it?

Jemison:
Mm-hmm.

Begin Segment 6: [00:25:50]
Jemison:
Did the association, did you have an attorney here or anything who helped you get that closed?

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Jemison:
Who was the lawyer, was it George?

[0:26:00]
Alice Hanley:
He had something to do with it, mm-hmm.

Jemison:
And I see that it is being taken again to --

Alice Hanley:
Yeah, they’re bringing it back to court again.

Kramer:
You mentioned Mrs. Gerber.  Is she a long-time resident or one of the developers of the area?

Alice Hanley:
No, because that house – I’m trying to – do you remember when Charlie Gerber got killed?
Jemison:
I was trying to recall it when that happened.

Alice Hanley:
I expect they lived here about over 30 years.

Kramer:
Because I saw the name on the plaque, is that the same family?

Alice Hanley:
Because at one time when Charles was –

[Crosstalk] 

Alice Hanley:
We had a stile over the back fence where we’d go back and forth in each other’s backyards.

Jemison:
And Charles, was he Bill Gerber’s brother?  I’ve got this a little confused.

[0:27:01]
Alice Hanley:
I can’t remember whether he was Bill Gerber’s brother or cousin.  Now, Bill Gerber and Emma Gerber were brother and sister.  And of course, Emma who was named for her aunt – no, that was Elsa Gerber.

Jemison:
Now it seems that Mr. Hein was married or was not married.

Alice Hanley:
I don’t know.

Jemison:
And he had two sisters who lived in the house on Parkway who were not married.

Alice Hanley:
Yeah, that’s right.

Jemison:
And when they died they sold the house to Mrs. Weathersby.  Was that Frank Weathersby?

Alice Hanley:
Yeah.

Jemison:
And then I know Eleanor McCorkle grew up in the house.  That’s my association.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm. That was Erma Weathersby, the first Mrs. Weathersby.

Jemison:
Right.

Alice Hanley:
The first Mrs. Frank Weathersby.

(CUT)
Jemison:
And then --

Alice Hanley:
Let’s see.  Frank’s lost two wives.  Erma, I went to school with Erma, at St. Mary’s School.  And then he was married to Jean.

[0:28:03]

Jemison:
Jean.

Alice Hanley:
Jean.

Jemison:
But Erma was Eleanor McCorkle’s mother.

Alice Hanley:
Yes.

Jemison:
And then Erma --

Alice Hanley:
Frank and Jean didn’t have any children.

Jemison:
And Eleanor grew up in the house.  But she said – was it the sister who married, Mette. Did you say it was Mette?

Alice Hanley:
Mette.

Jemison:
Mette.  That must have been a sister who married.

Alice Hanley:
No, her name was Mette.

Jemison:
She was a --

Alice Hanley:
She was a real close friend of Elsa Gerbers.  In fact, the two women lived together.

Jemison:
Oh, they did?

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Jemison:
Because we see the name on the old plaque.  That’s why I was trying to get to who they were exactly.

[Crosstalk] 

Alice Hanley:
Sally Glass Mette, that was her name.  Sally Glass Mette.  And she married but I don’t know who she married.  Or maybe she married a Mette and she was Sally Glass.

[0:29:00]

But anyway, the marriage didn’t last anytime, and then she went back to living with Elsa.

Jemison:
And went back to her sister.

Alice Hanley:
It wasn’t her sister.  They weren’t related. Oh, okay.  I can’t seem to get that straight.
Jemison:
They weren’t related?

Alice Hanley:
No.

Jemison:
I can’t get that quite straight in my mind.  All right.  But then the old family there, then the Gerber family.

Kramer:
Now, was Elsa was one of the Gerbers?

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Kramer:
And they lived in this big house?

Alice Hanley:
I don’t think Elsa ever lived out here in Hein Park?

Jemison:
She didn’t live in the house on Parkway?

Alice Hanley:
I don’t think so.

Jemison:
Oh, really?  I’m confused then.

Alice Hanley:
I don’t know, Peggy.  It could be.  I really don’t remember.

Jemison:
Maybe not.

Kramer:
Where did they live?

Alice Hanley:
They didn’t live in Hein Park.  They lived somewhere else in Memphis as far as I know.

Jemison:
Okay.  We’ll just have to – I’ll have to put that together.

Alice Hanley:
The only thing I know about Elsa Gerber and Sally Glass is what my mother told me, and of course that’s been so long ago that I don’t remember it all.

[0:30:07]

Jemison:
Mm-hmm.  
Jemison:
I just don’t have that straight in mind.  I will try to –

[Break in audio]
Begin Segment 7: [00:30:16]
Alice Hanley:
-- after I lived in Hein Park.

Kramer:
When was it called the speedway?

Alice Hanley:
Way back in, oh, between 1910 and 1918 maybe.  And they had bumpers.  They called them “thank-you-ma’ams”, these bumpers on the speedways so they couldn’t speed too fast.

Kramer:
Oh, speed breakers.

Jemison:
And what did they call them?

Alice Hanley:
“Thank-you-ma’ams”.
[Crosstalk] 

Jemison:
That’s what is now North Parkway.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Kramer:
Any more stories about the speedway?

Alice Hanley:
I don’t know because I hadn’t thought about that till you mentioned the speedway.

Kramer:
Right.

[0:31:00]

Alice Hanley:
No, I don’t.

Jemison:
Did you ever ride on it?

Alice Hanley:
No, I tell you, did you ever know the Carruthers family?  Well, Carruthers, Alfred Blanton Carruthers, he’s in probably one of those pictures, his mother had an electric automobile.  And Bea and Johnny Culmer and Louis Furbringer and I went riding in this electric car along the speedway.  Of course, it didn’t go but about 20 miles an hour, maybe 30.  I don’t know.  But it was a little box thing, and it was run by electricity.

Jemison:
Any little community out here that you knew, when the spring was, Dale Spring?  Do you have any recollection?

Alice Hanley:
No, the only thing I do remember is when we first moved out here the other side of Jackson was a dairy farm, and the Briggs family owned that dairy farm.

[0:32:07]

Jemison:
Well, tell us about the Briggs a bit.

Alice Hanley:
I don’t know about them except that Dit Briggs went to Snowden School with me.  You’re getting too far back for me to dig into my memory.

Kramer:
I noticed he was class treasurer.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.  He was quite a baseball player.  I think that picture in there has got the --

Kramer:
Did they have any parties at the dairies.

Alice Hanley:
I don’t think so.

Jemison:
Now, did – his family, of course, started welcome wagon.  Was his family the one who started welcome wagon, or was it Briggs – Briggs?

Alice Hanley:
No, that was Earl Briggs.

Jemison:
Did Earl live in this neighborhood?

Alice Hanley:
Uh-uh.  If they did they lived over on the other side of Jackson, which I doubt.  
[0:33:00]

I don’t remember the Briggs ever – the only thing I remember about the Briggs was going to Snowden School with – I don’t even remember what his first name was?  Edward Briggs.  They always called him Dit.

Jemison:
How do you spell Dit?

Alice Hanley:
What? 

Jemison:
How do you spell what they called him?

Alice Hanley:
D-I-T.

Jemison:
Oh, D-I-T.

Alice Hanley:
I don’t know why they called him Dit, but I know we always called him Dit Briggs.  Maybe it was did it.

[Break in audio]
(CUT)
Alice Hanley:
You know the Baileys now.

Jemison:
You’re talking about Earl Bailey who was in your class?

Alice Hanley:
No, that wasn’t that Bailey.  It was not – well –

[Crosstalk] 

Jemison:
But would it be Camille Bailey, Camille Bailey’s father?

Alice Hanley:
Camille Bailey… Oh, no.  Camille Bailey, her mother was a Crawford, Dr. Crawford.  Dot and David Crawford were twins and they went to Snowden School.

[0:34:02]
Jemison:
They did?

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Kramer:
Do you remember the principals or any of the teachers at Snowden?

Alice Hanley:
Mr. Scates, he was the principal.

Jemison:
Mister who?

Alice Hanley:
Scates.  

Jemison:
What was his --

Alice Hanley:
I don’t know.  Just called him Scates.

Jemison:
S-C-A-T-E-S.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.  I remember all the teachers.
Jemison:
Ms. Butler.

Alice Hanley:
Ms. Butler was his eighth-grade teacher.  Oh, and Ms. Darwell, who later married one of the Canales, was the third-grade teacher.  And oh, we all had a crush on Ms. Darwell.  She was just perfectly beautiful and young and attractive, and we all just loved Ms. Darwell.

Kramer:
I’m going to jump back.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Kramer:
Go ahead.

Alice Hanley:
There were two Wells’ sisters, Werd Wells and Mary Wells, that taught there.
[0:35:03]

And one of them became principal of some other school in Memphis, Mary Wells did, but I don’t remember what it was.

Begin Segment 8: [00:35:12]
Jemison:
I’m going to go back to a photograph you showed us of your mother.  This would have been in World War I you say.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Jemison:
And tell us a little bit about it, that --

Alice Hanley:
Well, of course I was a child.  I don’t remember too much about it except I know all the women in the neighborhood planted gardens.  And they grew vegetables, and of course it always had flowers.  And they started on vegetables.  There was some vegetable I hadn’t heard of for years and years and years.  And I said, I remember mother and Ms. Ralphs and Ms. Hobbs planting that particular thing.  And I can’t remember the name of it now to save my life. 

Jemison:
But this was a victory garden.

Alice Hanley:
Uh-huh.  That’s what they called it.

Jemison:
And Miss –

[0:36:00]
Kramer:
Do you remember where it was?

Alice Hanley:
It was – well, everybody had something in their yard, but then it was across from – mother, we lived at 1740, and the Hobbs lived right across the street.  And then there was a great big lot between Autumn Avenue and Overton Park where they hadn’t built any houses.  And that’s where they planted things like corn and things that took a lot of room.

Kramer:
Mm-hmm.

Alice Hanley:
But they just grew everything.

Jemison:
And what – and then what else did they do that was particularly related to the war, World War I, in the neighborhood?  Did you have any family in the war?

Alice Hanley:
I was an only child, and my father died when I was just 4, so I lived with my mother and my grandma.  I said I went from an all-female household to an all-male household.  Right after I got married I had a husband and two boys.

[0:37:05]

Jemison:
And your sons, one was born about 1925?

Alice Hanley:
Uh-huh.  Danny was born in ’25 and Bubba was born in ’27.  Bubba and this house are the same age.  I came right from the hospital to here.

Jemison:
They lived here.  And they went on to Snowden.

Alice Hanley:
Oh, yeah.

Jemison:
They both graduated there and went to Central.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

[Break in audio]
(CUT)
Alice Hanley:
St. Mary’s Episcopal.
Jemison:
So you don’t go to a neighborhood?

Alice Hanley:
No, I’ve been going there all my life.  I was baptized there, confirmed there, married there.

Jemison:
Okay.  Gage family, I remember the Gage Estate.

Alice Hanley:
Oh, I remember Edwina Gage and I used to go up to Sewanee together to the dances.  And it was the Gage and the Proudfit family.  
[0:38:00]

And it was just one great big huge house, but two families lived there.  I’ll always remember that house because it had this gorgeous big double stairway, and the Proudfit’s lived on one side, and the Gage’s lived on the other.
Jemison:
Were they related?

Alice Hanley:
Yes, but I don’t remember how.

Jemison:
And that property stayed in an estate until --

Alice Hanley:
Oh.

Alice Hanley:
I remember it. Do you remember when that temple bought it?

Jemison:
We don’t have that date yet.

Alice Hanley:
Well, that was the worst thing.  We all signed petitions to try to get them to not buy it.  And Dr. Blue died not very long after that.  And do you know those people wrote Mrs. Blue a letter and told her the reason that Dr. Blue had died was because he was opposed to their church?  

Jemison:
No.

[0:39:00]
Alice Hanley:
Oh, it was the worst thing I had ever seen.

Jemison:
Well, you did protest the temple coming.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Jemison:
But to no avail.  They were able to go ahead and buy the property.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Jemison:
And when did they tear the house down?

Alice Hanley:
Is it completely torn down?

Jemison:
I’m not sure. 

Alice Hanley:
You know what, they built a lot in front of it, and then they – they had some kind of a ballet thing, the ballet school, kept all the costumes and everything in that house for a while.  Then they had a big fire and something happened.  I don’t know.

Jemison:
But now that house was built when you moved in.

Alice Hanley:
Oh, yes, it was built when I was living on Autumn.

Jemison:
So it had to be – it had to antedate 1910.

Alice Hanley:
Uh-huh.
Begin Segment 9: [00:39:54]
Kramer:
What did the Gage family do?  What was their business?

Alice Hanley:
I don’t know.

Jemison:
Now the Proudfit name is a real old name in Memphis.

[0:40:02]
Alice Hanley:
They had something to do with State Savings Bank a long time ago, with the Montedonico’s, they used to call it, this real estate thing, this Montedonico-Read, it used to be Montedonico-Proudfit.
Jemison:
That’s right.  That’s where it came from.

Jemison:
Okay.

Alice Hanley:
Every once in a while something comes back.

Jemison:
Did you ever know the Vollintine’s?  They’re a family we can’t trace.

Alice Hanley:
I didn’t even know what the Vollintine – there was a Vollintine family or why that place was named Vollintine.  I don’t know a thing about it.

Kramer:
Did you know any of the people who owned the dairies?

Alice Hanley:
Uh-uh.

Jemison:
The Winstons or the Carters?  There were several.

Kramer:
Where do you grocery shop?  Where do you shop here?
Alice Hanley:
I usually go to Sessel’s on Union or to Montesi’s down Madison, unless I’m in a big hurry.
[0:41:05]

Then I go down here to down here to big store on the corner of Hollywood and Poplar.

Kramer:
Do you frequent any of the neighborhood businesses, boookshops or shopping centers?
Alice Hanley:
Oh, we used to – I miss my drugstore and my hardware store and everything we used to have down here on Jackson.

Kramer:
What were they?
Jemison:
What was the name there?
[Crosstalk] 

Jemison:
It was on Jackson, and it was where most people in Hein Park --

Alice Hanley:
Oh, yeah, they all – everything they delivered, you know. You’d phone in your prescriptions, and you phone in anything, and it was always delivered.  And there was a Kroger up there too, up there where – a little bit farther east where we used to shop.  

[0:42:00]

They had to close up because they were mugged all the time.  Mr. Edelson.  But Mr. Edelson was the last one that owned that drugstore.  Before that Mr. Kearsey.  It was Kearsey and then Edelson.  And then the last one I can’t remember what his name was.  The children would remember.
Jemison:
When about did they close up?

Alice Hanley:
Oh, maybe six, seven years ago.

Jemison:
I see.  So it was here until then.

Alice Hanley:
Mm-hmm.

Jemison:
How safe do you think the neighborhood is?

Alice Hanley:
Well, I feel safe.  I don’t know.  The Blue’s and the Prilaman’s that live next door, and the Webers, Judy Weber, you know, Al and Judy Weber live there on the corner of East and North, we have an intercom.  A little thing, an intercom.  

[0:43:00]

And when we go, I call over there and turn my thing on, and they can hear everything that goes on in this house.  

Jemison:
Nice.

Alice Hanley:
They can hear the door open or the clock ticking or everything.

Jemison:
That’s very neighborly, I think.  That’s a good thing.

Alice Hanley:
And of course they fuss at me all the time because I live here by myself about not turning it on every time I go out.  And I said I can’t be turning that thing every time I go out.  But if I’m out at night I always do.

Jemison:
That’s very good.

Alice Hanley:
In fact, the people across the street there, the Plunk’s and the Holder’s, and the Fletcher’s, they have one now, the four of them on the other side of North Drive.

Kramer:
Who thought of that?

Alice Hanley:
Fred Dixon is the Blue’s son-in-law.  He has – he sells a lot of stuff like that.  
[0:44:01]

He is a manufacturer’s representative but mostly medical stuff.  But he also is interested in this, and he found out about it.  [Inaudible comment].  Oh, I’ve had it for about 5 years I guess now.
Begin Segment 10: [00:44:15]

Jemison:
Good.  Okay.  Well, so you said you feel this is a good neighborhood.

Alice Hanley:
I feel perfectly safe.  I had one break-in here about five years ago, but it was my fault because there was a broken window in the basement, and the door that comes from the basement up into the house wasn’t locked, and they just came in that window and up in the house.  Of course, I walked in and they walked out.

But that’s the only time I’ve had anything.  I think it was some young black boy around here because when I came in the back door, the front doorbell rang.
[0:45:00]

And I went there and it was this – he says you want your garage or your attic cleaned up, and I said no, I don’t believe so.  And it was just a cover up because then I came back to my bedroom, and the little jewelry case I had was wide open, and everything on the little nightstand was strewn on the bed.  The police said that he was smart.  He didn’t want to run, so he just rang the bell, and then he could walk away before I ever got back here.  That’s the only time I’ve had anything.  Now, there have been some break-ins around here.

Kramer:
Was something stolen?  Were you missing anything?

Alice Hanley:
Oh, yeah.  I wasn’t gone any time.  But how do you find out – I had a whole bunch of costume jewelry – you’d think it was a kid that wouldn’t know the difference, but do you know he took the best things in there?  
[0:46:00]

He took a diamond cluster ring, a gold and jade ring and myruby and diamond wristwatch and a silver cigarette lighter that was sitting by the bed.  And all this other stuff he didn’t touch.  So he must have known something because he wasn’t in here long.  He went in the back bedroom and left a can, a Coca-Cola can on the windowsill.  He’d evidently opened the refrigerator and got a drink because he thought I was going to be gone a while.  Instead of that, I was just gone about 45 minutes.

Jemison:
Do you – are you a member of VECA, anybody in here a member of your organization that includes your neighborhood?

Alice Hanley:
We get the little paper from them all the time.  But yeah, I think some – I know Nancy Prilaman, when she was president of the Hein Park Garden Club, she was interested in VECA.
[0:47:06]
Jemison:
Do you think VECA has helped at all in the neighborhood?

Alice Hanley:
I don’t really know.

Kramer:
All right.  Thank you so much.

Alice Hanley:
Is the Revered Green mixed up in VECA?

Jemison:
No, not to my knowledge.  Is he in VECA?

Kramer:
I don’t know.  I’ve heard his name but not through that.  What is he doing?

Alice Hanley:
He’s the one that keeps wanting to close up – open, keep West Drive open, and he claims it’s a racial situation, which it is not.

Kramer:
How would he be listed in the phonebook?  Do you know?  Do you know where he lives?

Alice Hanley:
No, but he’s in the paper all the time.

Jemison:
M.T., I think.  They call him Brother Green.

Alice Hanley:
Yeah, mm-hmm.

Jemison:
And he’s got this – he has a committee called the Cypress Safety and something or other, but I don’t think he’s involved in VECA
Alice Hanley:
I don’t think so either.

[0:48:00]

But I know Mrs. Miller down West Drive, she says it certainly is not a racial thing because we keep our backdoor – backyard open so that the children coming home from Snowden School can walk through our yard without having to go all the way up to North Parkway, which they do.  And it’s not a question of people walking through.  It’s a question of the speedway.

Kramer:
Mm-hmm.  Okay.

[End of Audio] 
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