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Lorena Terry Quick, Linda Terry Vaughan, Peggy Jemison, Virginia Dunaway 

Peggy Jemison:
This is Peggy Jemison and Virginia Dunaway on July 27, 1979.  We are working on the Neighborhood and Public Policy Project, which is financed by the Tennessee Committee for the Humanities, an affiliate for the National Endowment to the Humanities.

We are interviewing today the two daughters of Colonel W. L. Terry, and we’ll be talking to Linda Terry Vaughan, V-A-U-A-G-H-A-N – correction, V-A-U-G-H-A-N, and Loren Terry Quick.

All right, Terry, tell us just a little bit about your father and his age and where he was in the family of the R.A. Terry’s.

[0:01:00]
Interviewee 1:
Well, my father I do not even – I have – I do not know at which age he came.  I don’t know whether he was the baby or-

Interviewee 2:
Well, he was – he was ______.  All I know is he – that Maude was the one next-younger than he was.
Interviewee 1:
That was younger than Daddy?
Interviewee 2:
Mm-hmm.  Well, he was born.  Now you – we’re talking about in-

Interviewee 1:
He was born in 1879, that’s what we decided, because he died at the age of 70 and that – he died around Thanksgiving in 1949.  And what we remember so pleasantly of our grandparents was our weekly visit.  As small children our parents would take us to visit the grandparents on Sunday afternoon.  In fact, my daddy thought that was a way to-
[0:02:00]

-not only visit the relatives, but he would tour the city.  We’d go for an after – a Sunday after – that was when we went for a drive on Sunday afternoon, we would go all over the city seeing the development and seeing what was happening to Memphis at that time and if it was _____ not only seeing the grandparents.


My recollection of my grandparents was they were quite aged when – at that time, and all I remember is them sitting in a rocking chair and just rocking.  And of course, granddaddy would chew tobacco, I believe, didn’t he?  So I started thinking, yeah, he would be rocking in his chair.  And I mean really they were – didn’t have too much to offer at the time that we were visiting.

Peggy Jemison:
Of course now, if you don’t mind me saying, you were born in ’22.

Interviewee 1:
I was born in ’22, you see.  And that would – I guess they were – so they were-

[0:03:00]
Interviewee 2:
Elderly then.

Interviewee 1:
Yeah, 70 – over 70 then, I imagine.  One, in fact, I remember died in ’40.

Interviewee 2:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
’40.  And so he’d go and play on Sunday afternoons, and your other cousin-
Interviewee 1:
Oh yes, we’d see the cousins and Aunt Ethel and our Uncle Charlie, and them two would go out to visit the other sister out on Jamestown Road.  We’d go out there to see-

Interviewee 2:
Aunt Mabel.

Interviewee 1:
-Aunt Mabel and Uncle Hugh Ellis.  And they too were in farming.  That’s Mabel Terry married Hugh Ellis, and they had quite some acreage and quite a pond out on James Road.

Interviewee 2:
I remember having several crystal ______ out there.

Interviewee 1:
You do?

Interviewee 2:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
And the whole – was the whole area just a group of farms still in the late ‘20s?  This is the way you remember it?

Interviewee 2:
Yeah, nothing but farms.

[0:04:00]
Interviewee 2:
I remember it was nothing but just that Jamestown Road at that time was just a little dirt – just barely pass cars on it.

Interviewee 1:
Oh that – yes, when you got out that far.  Now there was some development around.

Peggy Jemison:
But in your particular area?

Interviewee 1:
Yes, in our area.

Peggy Jemison:
In your area.

Interviewee 1:
That’s right.

Peggy Jemison:
And you grew up on Avalon, you had told me.

Interviewee 1:
Yes, we were born at 231 North Avalon.  

Peggy Jemison:
So this was not too far.  How long would it take you to drive to your grandparents’?

Interviewee 1:
Oh, just a matter of about 10 or 15 minutes.  In those days we were0

Interviewee 2:
You drive straight down Avalon to _______.

Interviewee 1:
Yeah, about ten minutes.

Interviewee 2:
Right, because the end of Avalon.

Peggy Jemison:
What would’ve been the cross street nearest you on Avalon?

Interviewee 1:
_____ _____.
Interviewee 2:
_____ _____, yeah.

Peggy Jemison:
When you started driving north where – towards the house, where did you – the houses sort of end, do you remember?

Interviewee 1:
No, I certainly don’t.

[0:05:00]
Peggy Jemison:
Did you remember, sister?  They just sort of looked like farmland?

Interviewee 1:
Oh no.  

Interviewee 2:
Oh no, they were ______.  They _____ ______.

Interviewee 1:
Then it was built up in those little bungalows.

Interviewee 2:
Oh yeah, lots of bungalows.  

Interviewee 1:
Sprung up in the late teens and ‘20s.  No, it was overdeveloped by then, by that time.  

Interviewee 2:
And Grandma Lorena Speck Best built a house on Avalon Street, and it was like the third or fourth house in that area, between Poplar and Overture Park Avenue.  That would about be about the second or third house in that area.  And that house was built in 19 – right around 1913.  I believe I’m right on that, about 1913.

Peggy Jemison:
And you say your Grandmother Speck built this?

Interviewee 1:
Grandmother Lorena Speck Best.  She was Mrs. Best.

Peggy Jemison:
Mm-hmm.  And this was your mother’s-?

Interviewee 1:
My mother’s mother.

[0:06:00]
Peggy Jemison:
Your maternal grandmother?

Interviewee 1:
My maternal grandmother, yes.  

Peggy Jemison:
Mm-hmm.  And tell us just a little bit about your mother and her family.
Interviewee 1:
Well, as I say, sister and I were both born at the home place on Avalon.  Of course, we were born at the time when you didn’t go to hospitals; you were born right in the home.  So of course we were the only people that ever lived on Avalon.  And my maternal grandmother was a widow; she was left a widow when her husband, Harry Best, died of yellow fever.
Interviewee 2:
No.

Interviewee 1:
No.  He was a riverboat captain.

Interviewee 2:
He was a riverboat captain.

Interviewee 1:
Oh, I remember yellow fever on _____ ______.

Interviewee 2:
Now wait a minute, the grandmother’s sister, our great aunt, who lived and built a house right next door, her husband died of yellow fever.

Interviewee 1:
Yeah , that was the house-
Peggy Jemison:
That was the house next door on Avalon?

Interviewee 2:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
On Avalon.

[0:07:00]
Interviewee 1:
The two sisters had adjoining lots when they sold Alabama Street property; they built those houses.  But anyway, they built them for $6,000.00.  Grandmother was left a widow at an early age and she raised my mother and Uncle Harry Best and Betty Best.
Interviewee 2:
On Alabama Street.  She raised them on Alabama Street.

Interviewee 1:
On Alabama Street.  And then she built the house around 1913, the house in Avalon.

Peggy Jemison:
Did she build it for your family – for your mother?

Interviewee 1:
Yes.  Yes, it was for herself and her mother.

[Crosstalk]

Peggy Jemison:
Or for herself?

Interviewee 1:
And then Daddy and Mother got married in about ’13 too, didn’t they?

Interviewee 2:
No.  Let me see.

Interviewee 1:
No, they didn’t.

Peggy Jemison:
Nineteen-

Interviewee 1:
Mother graduated from Randolph Macon in 1913, so it must’ve been shortly thereafter.  

Interviewee 2:
No, and they were married on December 31, 1913.

[0:08:00]
Peggy Jemison:
Yes.  And where did they meet?

Interviewee 2:
And I was born in 1916.  I don’t know where they met.  

Peggy Jemison:
But here in Memphis?

Interviewee 1:
Oh, I remember that was-

Interviewee 2:
______ say it was a _____ of ____ sisters.

Interviewee 1:
There was a little age difference there because I remember Mother say she was listening – watching the balls and she was looking through the railing of the steps coming down, and she saw this attractive man, that ended up being her husband.  You know, she was – how much – what was the age difference?  Thirteen?
Interviewee 2:
Twelve years.

Interviewee 1:
Twelve?  Twelve _______.

Interviewee 2:
Her big sister and mother were 12 or 13 years and-

Interviewee 1:
But you know, she was just a ______, and he was a gallant bachelor around town.  

Interviewee 2:
He was 39 when they got married.

Peggy Jemison:
Oh, so he was fairly old when they married?

Interviewee 2:
Mm-hmm.  Mm-hmm.  

Peggy Jemison:
Okay.  Now tell us a little bit about him and go into his life a little bit.  

Interviewee 2:
Well, tell about his football.

Interviewee 1:
Well-

Interviewee 2:
He was always interested in sports.

Interviewee 1:
Daddy went to University of Tennessee-
[0:09:00]

-and graduated in the class of 1901.  And while at UT he was a member of Phi Gamma Delta and he was also served as captain of the football team, I understand.  And I also understand that he – I remember, of course, Daddy was – he was just under six feet and he was rather short for a football player, and in those days Daddy used to joke about they would just pick him up and throw him over the touch – you know, over to make a touchdown.  That was his tale

[Laughter]
Interviewee 2:
Where’s the ball?
Interviewee 1:
They would just throw him over.  But then, sister, you take it from there.  But later on, in connection with his football, I know he was a coach at some of the high schools.

Interviewee 2:
Like CBC.

Interviewee 1:
CBC, I think.  And he was a lawyer; he was an attorney with Bell, Terry, and Bell.

Interviewee 2:
And he did this on the side.  

Interviewee 1:
And he went to World War I.

[0:10:00]
Peggy Jemison:
And is this where he got his title and his commission?

Interviewee 2:
He was a major lieutenant colonel during World War I.

Interviewee 1:
And ____ as a major, probably.

Interviewee 2:
Has he?  I’m not sure of that.

Interviewee 1:
I think I’ve seen them.

Interviewee 2:
And he was infield artillery, 119th Field Artillery, the whole title of that.  

Interviewee 1:
Something like that, sister; I don’t know.  I know ______-

Interviewee 2:
Spending all of the summers in Camp Jackson all two weeks of every summer in Camp Jackson, South Carolina, and  he was very interested in-
Interviewee 1:
The National Guard.

Interviewee 2:
-the National Guards and all the boys under him and-

Interviewee 1:
And then he started-

Interviewee 2:
-trying to _____ them up.

Interviewee 1:
I think he started the National Guard in Memphis, didn’t he?  Or he was _____?

Interviewee 2:
No, he worked on the _______.

Interviewee 1:
Well, he was one of the leading factors in beginning the National Guard.  He was-

[0:11:00]
Interviewee 2:
Bromine was given all the credit, but Daddy was doing all the running international and back.

[Laughter]
Interviewee 1:
Well, that was building the armory, the new armory over there, which they’re about to _____ one.  But over on Central Daddy was instrumental in getting that built by it.

Interviewee 2:
And they named one street Terry Street after him, and the sign has been knocked down for many years.

Peggy Jemison:
Okay.  There’s a Terry Street other than the Terry Circle?

Interviewee 2:
Yes, this Terry Street was in the National Guard.

Interviewee 1:
It was the heart of the National Guard.

Interviewee 2:
Of the National Guard armory on Central Avenue.

Peggy Jemison:
Okay.  Well he went to service and then he came back in what, about 1918?  Can you – any war stories?  Any family stories that come to mind?  Was he the only one of the Terry children to go to World War I?

Interviewee 2:
As far as I know.  I don’t know about any of the rest of them.

Interviewee 1:
I don’t believe Oscar went.

[0:12:00]
Interviewee 1:
And I believe the other ones were – well, I don’t remember the other ones.  They must’ve been gone by the – I bet he was – Oscar I think was the only surviving son at the age – I mean during World War I.  In my recollection.

Interviewee 2:
I remember Newt and Jim both.

Interviewee 1:
You do?

Interviewee 2:
Yeah.  I’ve got six years on you, though.

Interviewee 1:
Yeah.  See, she was born ’16 and I was born in ’22.

Interviewee 2:
I remember going to Uncle Newt’s funeral, but I don’t know when it was.

Peggy Jemison:
Well, now when the war ended – let’s pick up his career.  When the war ended and he came back to Memphis-

Interviewee 2:
He went back to being an attorney.

Virginia Dunaway:
Did he live at home with your parents or did he live somewhere else?

Interviewee 2:
He lived at 231 Avalon.

Interviewee 1:
‘Cause see, he was married.

Virginia Dunaway:
Oh, that’s right.

Interviewee 1:
Yeah, he was married.

Interviewee 2:
He was married. 

Peggy Jemison:
He was married, and so he then goes back to his law firm.

Interviewee 1:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
And tell us the law firm again.

Interviewee 1:
Bell, Terry, and Bell.

[0:13:00]
B-E-L-L

Peggy Jemison:
And who was the Bell?

Interviewee 1:
I don’t know; it’s quite an outstanding law firm here, though.  You wouldn’t have any trouble finding out about that.  They – when the – what is now – when E.H. Crump hit _____ ____ - no.

Interviewee 2:
North Maine.  Or Adams and Main.

Interviewee 1:
Yeah, Adams and Main.

Peggy Jemison:
Did he know the Walshes?  Was he acquainted with them?
Interviewee 1:
Oh yeah.  Well, he’d had a partnership back a while with Bill Walsh, one of them.  ‘Cause that stuff of Bill Walsh’s we don’t know, but Bill Walsh was-
Interviewee 2:
And he’s been in, I mean parish work with him.  And Charlie Reagan who died the other day was one time his partner.

Peggy Jemison:
Well, so he came back and he started his law – he reopened his law practice.  And then did he start any subdivision work at that time?  Did he go into the real estate at all?  Did he-

Interviewee 1:
Well, sometimes you see in this area – right around 1930 was when-
[0:14:00]

- he served on the school board, and evidently they must’ve taken that area into the city, because our taxes went up.

Interviewee 2:
1927.

Interviewee 1:
That’s when the golf course was opened.

Peggy Jemison:
Okay, tell us about that.  

Interviewee 1:
They had to do something with the land to try to get some revenue to pay the taxes.  And at that time Daddy was in the law firm with Klein, C.C. Klein.  I think it was C.C.

Virginia Dunaway:
Were there any _____ partners, or just law partners?

Interviewee 1:
Mr. Klein and Terry – I think he was up there for a short time with Daddy.  Anyway, they opened the golf course.  Klein gave it to Pam and Daddy put property in our, you know, for the Terry family, put the property up.

Peggy Jemison:
So he really became sort of the executor of the Terry property?  Was that-?

Interviewee 1:
Yes.  Yes.

Peggy Jemison:
I mean this was his role?

Interviewee 1:
That’s right.  That’s right.

Peggy Jemison:
So he, because of the back taxes he-

[0:15:00]
-is trying to figure out a way to have cash to pay that, and so he opens the Valentine Golf Course.  And it was open to the public and there was a fee charged.  Is that correct?

Interviewee 1:
Right.  Mm-hmm.

Interviewee 2:
A quarter for nine rounds, for nine holes.

Interviewee 1:
A quarter for-

Interviewee 2:
And a quarter for the caddy if you would-

Interviewee 1:
A quarter for the caddy.

Interviewee 2:
And during the Depression, if you could afford a caddy.

Peggy Jemison:
All right.  And then did they have a lot of customers?  What about-?

Interviewee 1:
Yes, it went along very nicely.  I don’t ever remember hearing that they were making a killing off of it, but they were living on it.  I mean Klein evidently was living on it and was paying the taxes; it was doing what it was supposed to do until the taxes went up so high they had to sell it for it to be for a subdivision, or rather had to subdivide it.
Peggy Jemison:
Now when would that be?

Interviewee 1:
Let me see.  

Interviewee 2:
When he was still playing golf.

Interviewee 1:
It was in the ‘30s.  

[0:16:00]
Interviewee 2:
It must’ve been the late ‘30s.

Interviewee 1:
I guess so.  Sometime around the latter part of the ‘30s.

Peggy Jemison:
Mm-hmm.  Do you have any idea how much property was in the golf course?  

Interviewee 1:
I know the – there were nine holes.  I know that it was all the – the whole block between Evergreen and McClain, from Valentine back to that Brown Street or whatever it is.

Interviewee 2:
The Redbud.  It was a _________.

Interviewee 1:
Red, Brown.  

Interviewee 2:
A little lane back there.

Peggy Jemison:
And it was still a lane-

Interviewee 1:
And a beautiful house overlooking – I don’t know whose house that is.

Interviewee 2:
And there’s still a little lane back there.

Virginia Dunaway:
That house is still there.  A white house?

Interviewee 1:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
It’s still there.

Interviewee 1:
And as I say, I should guess at one time I knew who that house belonged to, but I don’t know.  

Peggy Jemison:
And you all played on the golf course?  
Interviewee 1:
Oh yes, we loved it.  We both loved it.  We got to play free, of course.

[Laughter] 

Peggy Jemison:
And any particular stories that come to mind that people are sitting, using it-

[0:00:00]
-people in the neighborhood using it, was it popular?

Interviewee 1:
I think it was a popular little golf course.

Interviewee 2:
Oh it was a very popular little golf course during its lifetime.  It had few very difficult holes and then it had a few very easy holes, and it was – really it was a nice lady’s course, but it was also great for the man who didn’t have too much time, wouldn’t want to go out and play nine holes in about an hour-and-a-half before dinner.  There were many – I mean Daddy used to try to play golf almost every afternoon, didn’t he?  About 3:30 or 4:00 a lot of times.
Interviewee 1:
During the summer.  During the summer.

Interviewee 2:
The ladies had round robins out there.  I don’t need-

Interviewee 1:
It was very popular, Peggy.  Very popular.  Like they either play it over-
Interviewee 2:
Well, let’s see, there was Overton and Riverside-

Interviewee 1:
There weren’t too many.

Interviewee 2:
Probably courses ______.  And of course Galloway was open.

Peggy Jemison:
But this was a private course, open to the public?

Interviewee 2:
Yes.

Interviewee 1:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
Okay.  And now we understand that-
[0:18:00]

-one of the original little farmhouses that your grandfather planned to rent was used as the clubhouse.  Do you remember that?

Interviewee 1:
I remember the clubhouse, but I didn’t know that that’s what it was.

Interviewee 2:
Yeah, it was just a little frame about-

Interviewee 1:
Clapboard.

Interviewee 2:
It had a golf shop in there and a Coca-Cola stand and-

[Crosstalk]

Interviewee 2:
It wasn’t – it certainly wasn’t very big in principal.

[Laughter]
Interviewee 1:
Principle.

Peggy Jemison:
Okay.  Well, and then – all right, can you go on – when they had to sell it, they decided to sell it?

Interviewee 1:
They decided to sell it when their taxes went up quite a bit.

Peggy Jemison:
And who bought it?  Do you remember?

Interviewee 1:
No, wait a minute.  They subdivided – Daddy was the head of subdividing that thing.  Seems to like he was; he was out there every other minute looking at what was going on.  I don’t know.

Virginia Dunaway:
And you say this was before World War II?

Interviewee 1:
Mm-hmm.

[0:19:00]
Peggy Jemison:
And the subdivision you have a – now where was the subdivision?  When the subdivision came in did it take the golf course or was it adjacent?

Interviewee 1:
Oh, the complete golf course was put into sub – in the subdivision.

Peggy Jemison:
Oh, the golf course went to the subdivision.

Interviewee 1:
That’s what it was.  And then, of course, it was-

Peggy Jemison:
So what portion of the property went to Bearing Hirsch?

Interviewee 1:
Now that I don’t know.  I mean that was just an outright sale and I don’t-

Peggy Jemison:
But the golf course was then evidently-

Interviewee 1:
The golf course was where Bearing Hirsch was before Bearing Hirsch was there.  

Interviewee 2:
Yes, it was all _______.
Interviewee 1:
So there couldn’t have been a subdivision in between.  I mean the subdivision had to be adjacent.  Oh yes, well-

Interviewee 2:
It was just like it is now, the _____ between Bearing Hirsch is there on a number of lots and the houses that are all around it.

Interviewee 1:
Mm-hmm.  That’s right.

Interviewee 2:
And the closest houses sold very well ‘cause in those days the Orthodox Jews believed in walking to church, so it was great.

[0:20:00]
Peggy Jemison:
So most of the original houses that your father developed sold to Jewish-?

Interviewee 1:
No, they wouldn’t have done that.  That wouldn’t have been the case.

Interviewee 2:
I wouldn’t ________, but I just know that-

Interviewee 1:
The synagogue wouldn’t have been there then.

Interviewee 2:
No.

Virginia Dunaway:
Yeah, it was – well, now-

Interviewee 1:
Now that’s something.

Peggy Jemison:
Do you have any – what do you remember about that? 

Interviewee 2:
I don’t remember that at all.  I don’t remember that they had any trouble at all selling.

Interviewee 1:
I think the houses went first, though.  I mean it seemed to me like the houses and then later on the same-

Interviewee 2:
I don’t even remember Bearing Hirsch right when it sprung up.  But I moved away.  I moved away in ’38.

Interviewee 1:
It would be employees, people.  

Peggy Jemison:
Mm-hmm.  Okay.  Well, now some of the other family activity, the Barhams were also developing subdivisions out of the original property?

Interviewee 1:
Yes, Charlie developed the subdivision behind the old home place.  The new home place was right adjacent to where the old house had been.  Maybe it was on-
[0:21:00]

-the exact spot, I don’t know.  I remember there was lots and lots of chestnut trees around there when I first started going there.  Maybe they got blighted or something happened to them.  But Charlie Barham developed that – and he might’ve been in on – very much in very big in developing the way the golf course was; I really don’t know.

Interviewee 2:
Yeah.  

Peggy Jemison:
Mm-hmm.  Well, and-

Interviewee 1:
Colonial Place – Terry’s Colonial Place then, which was south of Jackson, between Evergreen and McClain.
Interviewee 2:
No, not south of Jackson.

Interviewee 1:
I mean not Jackson, south of ________.  A lot of cross there from Bearing Hirsch.

Interviewee 2:
I don’t remember anything about that.  I remember only the part where the golf course was.  I think that other was all sold, was developed a long time-

[0:22:00]
-before that.  I don’t – it wasn’t of interest to me.

Peggy Jemison:
And then the property was sold to the school, to the city for the Valentine School?

Interviewee 1:
I think Uncle Charlie was Aunt Ethel’s husband.

Interviewee 2:
Probably sold some of – probably did that.  Mm-hmm.  But-

Peggy Jemison:
Was that their property?  When they ______ _____?

Interviewee 2:
I think they owned all the way to Evergreen there.

Peggy Jemison:
Well, they left the original 20 acres.  Is that how the breakup in the family came down?  I mean not – but were they left-

Interviewee 2:
I don’t have the property-

Peggy Jemison:
Have the property passed to them.

Interviewee 2:
They were left the homestead, and it was my recollection that where the school is was on the side yard, as you would say.

Peggy Jemison:
And didn’t they – some people have a recollection of the dairy being there.

Interviewee 2:
There was a dairy out behind the house.  I remember the barn.  I remember the barn.
Peggy Jemison:
Okay.  I mean the-

Interviewee 2:
And the _______ up on the pasture laying, that’s what that was over there.

Peggy Jemison:
Yeah, the dairy was-

[0:23:00]
-still there after the school was built.

Interviewee 2:
I doubt that, but I don’t know.

Interviewee 1:
Oh, the barn was there.  Yeah, I remember the barn was there for a long time.  

Interviewee 2:
He said he closed the diary in ’27, when they came into the city.

Interviewee 1:
But the barn-

Interviewee 2:
It still wasn’t built for the ‘30s.  So the barn then had the-

Peggy Jemison:
The barn was there.

Interviewee 1:
The barn was there, but then-

Interviewee 2:
-_______ a long time.

Interviewee 1:
And people talked about it as our local dairy.

Peggy Jemison:
All right.  Well, does anything else come to mind?
Virginia Dunaway:
Let me see.  How far did we get?

[Laughter]
Interviewee 2:
All right, we got Daddy up to – we got Daddy to the golf course.  All right, and then World War II came along.

Interviewee 1:
Came along.

Interviewee 2:
And he was all set to get back in that, but he wanted to go help _______.

Interviewee 1:
His reason, he was not allowed to have – when you put that in a nice way, he was retired for health reasons, which my father’s assured was a trumped-up charge, ‘cause-
[0:24:00]

-ten years later the indication of a hernia had never been anything but an indication.  

[Laughter]
Interviewee 2:
After ten years.

Interviewee 1:
But anyway, the group that he was so active with in Memphis was 115th Field Artillery.  That’s the one he’d take his boys for two weeks, you know-

Peggy Jemison:
Of National Guard?

Interviewee 1:
Yeah, National Guard duty, and he stayed with that.  In fact, we never had Daddy on a vacation ‘cause we would always be – sometimes we’d meet in Chattanooga and ride home on the troop train, when we were in Moneagle, for instance.

Peggy Jemison:
Well, now that’s interesting.

Interviewee 2:
But we never did.

Interviewee 1:
It is.  It was always fun; we’d – with my band and a maid we’d a lot of times go to Moneagle in the summer, and we would ______ Daddy’s troops, you know.

Peggy Jemison:
Which was stationed there, right out of Moneagle?

Interviewee 1:
Well, no.  They would be on their way to Fort Jackson-

Peggy Jemison:
Oh, I see.

[0:25:00]
Interviewee 1:
______ _____ home.

[Crosstalk]

Interviewee 2:
And trying to pass them on the highway, you know, was always quite exciting, because trying to pass about a caravan of about 30 or 40, you know, Army trucks.  I just remembered-

[Crosstalk]

Peggy Jemison:
-two young girls _______ ______.

Interviewee 1:
Oh yeah, they used to whistle at us and everything.  Of course, we’d be flirting with the soldiers, you know, and Daddy’s in the back, worried that the front’s coming along.  


But another interesting thing remembering about Daddy is the Army – the National Guard had horses at the fairgrounds, and they played polo too.

Interviewee 2:
Yes, they did.

Interviewee 1:
They played polo.  And sister-

[Crosstalk]

Interviewee 1:
-hunt and polo club, regular every Sunday afternoon.

Interviewee 2:
And they kept those horses for a long time.  It broke our hearts when-

Interviewee 1:
They mechanized.

Interviewee 2:
-they mechanized.

Interviewee 1:
The National Guard did away with the horses.  

Peggy Jemison:
What did your daddy look like?

Interviewee 1:
He was a very handsome man.  Very handsome man.  Pudgy at the last.
Interviewee 2:
Not quite six-feet tall.

[0:26:00]
Interviewee 1:
I wish I had some of those pictures.

Interviewee 2:
Oh, I’ve got some wonderful pictures.

Interviewee 1:
Your wedding pictures, it is one of the best picture of him, some of those shots.

Peggy Jemison:
But he evidently was a leader, and a very positive man, and he sort of took the lead in the Terry family in a sense.

Interviewee 1:
Now I can’t speak for that so much because I don’t know just how much he was obeying his parents ______ and how much he was off on his own.  But a funny story about when he was in camp, they would tell about the boys being AWOL on a Saturday night a little bit late.  They would wake up the colonel and the colonel would slip them in.  I’ve heard that story more than once.  He didn’t want anybody in trouble.

Peggy Jemison:
But so he continued this then through World War II here, and he was fighting on the home front, you might say.

Interviewee 1:
That’s right.

Peggy Jemison:
And he died now you said-

Interviewee 1:
He died in 1949.

Peggy Jemison:
’49.

Interviewee 2:
He was an air raid warden, for one thing.  [Laughter]  

[Crosstalk]
[0:27:00]
Peggy Jemison:
And did your mother live – how long did she live?

Interviewee 1:
Well, she died at the age of 72.  She lived 12 years longer than Daddy did.

Peggy Jemison:
Mm-hmm.  And did she stay on Avalon?

Interviewee 1:
Oh yes.  Mm-hmm.  The only place she – hey, wait a minute, Pookie.  She was 70 and there was 12 years after Daddy.

Interviewee 2:
Who died in ’61.

Interviewee 1:
And she was 12 years younger than Daddy.

Interviewee 2:
Yeah, 12 years.  So she died in’61 and Daddy fought in ‘Nam.  He was real sick.

Interviewee 1:
Mm-hmm.  ______ _____ sick.

Peggy Jemison:
________ be sick.

Virginia Dunaway:
Just so the tape will come out, how does one spell Pookie?

Interviewee 1:
That’s very good.  That goes back to his World War I experiences.  This, as an infant was very inquisitive, and she would say, “Why?” and Daddy would say, “Pookwah” and the first thing you knew, now her name just got to be Pookie, which we spelled P-O-O-K-I-E.

Peggy Jemison:
Did you say that?  I guess so.  
[Laughter]
[0:28:00]
Peggy Jemison:
I guess I must’ve ______ _______ going.


Let’s talk a little bit about what you remember about the flood of ’37 and the role your daddy had in it.

Interviewee 1:
All righty.  He was in charge with his National Guard unit to put sandbags along the levee to protect Memphis.  And, of course, I guess there were other people connected with the river that were working on it, but all I remember, of course, was the National Guard.  And that was ’37 you said?  That was right before I ended up going to Central.  I believe it was the year before, but I remember that they took the refugees and the people that were flooded out into Central High School.

Peggy Jemison:
Was there anything in the neighborhood or any of the property there at Valentine?

Interviewee 1:
Oh no.  No.

Peggy Jemison:
It didn’t reach anywhere near there?

Interviewee 1:
Oh no, it was too high.  No.  Oh no.  Uh-uh.

[0:29:00]
Virginia Dunaway:
Now someone said that there was water at Mr. Wharton – do you remember Mr. Wharton, who taught at Central, got mad?

Interviewee 1:
No.

Virginia Dunaway:
No.  Well, he was telling us, he said that he remembers water on Jackson, and I thought he said Valentine.  Maybe not Valentine, but at least on Jackson.

Interviewee 2:
There may have been water on that low-lying part of _______, but it wasn’t up on those hills where the Terrys live.

Interviewee 1:
Of course the house was way up high and I don’t really remember being out there during the flood, so I don’t remember.  But I do know that it was-

Interviewee 2:
That water probably did back up in there.

Interviewee 1:
It probably did, out of the creek and probably in the lower lands.

Peggy Jemison:
Did you all ever go down and play in the creek?  Or did-

Interviewee 1:
No, we weren’t allowed to do that.  

Interviewee 2:
I don’t even remember a creek.

Interviewee 1:
Daddy remembered it.  It’s up behind-

[0:30:00]
Interviewee 1:
-behind home place.

Interviewee 2:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
What would your Daddy – did he ever say anything about the creek?  

Interviewee 1:
Oh yeah, he said he went swimming in it all the time as a kid.
Peggy Jemison:
Well, and what school did you go to?

Interviewee 1:
We went to Snowden.

Interviewee 2:
I used to say “Snowten,” but it was Snowden.  I think I still say Snowten.  But anyway, a lot of times we’d usually walk, which was a 15-minute walk from Avalon House.  And of course I remember the teachers so fondly.  Do you remember some of them?  

Interviewee 1:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
Tell the years you were both at Snowden.  Linda you were there?
Interviewee 2:
Let’s see, 16 and 6 – ’22, the year she was born.  And in ’24, when you were six months old I brought whooping cough home to you.  
[0:31:00]
Peggy Jemison:
So you went in 1922?

Interviewee 2:
About ’24.  Six years old.  Oh, 6 and 16 is ’22.  All right.

Peggy Jemison:
1922 you started Snowden and went through the-?

Interviewee 2:
Seventh grade.

Peggy Jemison:
Seventh grade.  And then in the eighth grade where did you go?

Interviewee 2:
Hutchisons.

Peggy Jemison:
Went to Hutchisons.

Interviewee 2:
And finished at Hutchisons.

Peggy Jemison:
And then you never did go to Central?

Interviewee 2:
Never did.  She did.  I didn’t.

Peggy Jemison:
And then where did you go on to college?

Interviewee 2:
______ not making for _____ than Southwestern, but did graduate from Southwestern in ’38.

Peggy Jemison:
Well, tell us a little bit about what Southwestern was like.

Interviewee 2:
Well, it was nice because it was small in 1938.  And there were Rob Hall.  Yes, and let’s see, the sorority houses, and an old green gym that was-

[0:32:00]
-I don’t know what the name of the gym was.  But and the science building, and I believe that was all that was there then; Rob Hall and the science building and the men’s dormitory.

Peggy Jemison:
Was Rob Hall a classroom?

Interviewee 2:
Well, it was the-

Interviewee 1:
Administration?

Interviewee 2:
Administration building.  And they were classrooms; they were ______ too.  I guess there were quite a few classes.  I guess all the classes were Rob Hall _____; I’ll think of it at that time.
Peggy Jemison:
Who was president of the college then?

Interviewee 2:
Dr. Dill.

Interviewee 1:
Dr. Dill.

Peggy Jemison:
Dr. Dill, okay.  And how large about was your class?

Interviewee 1:
I don’t have any idea.  Really don’t.

Peggy Jemison:
Now was Parkway pretty well developed then?

Interviewee 1:
Oh yes.

Peggy Jemison:
It was by that time.

Interviewee 1:
In ______ _____ all the ___________ are developed in there.

Peggy Jemison:
So really in appearance does it look pretty much like it does today?

Interviewee 1:
Very much the same.

[0:33:00]

Except the Southwestern campus, which is ______ now.  Oh, well, you know, the main thing you remember about Parkway, Peggy, is that their road was humpback, you know.  It was a horrible humpback there, because I was driving the car and hit a tree, one of the trees right in front of Southwestern.

Interviewee 2:
In my car.

Interviewee 1:
In her first blue convertible, and I wrecked it, you know, when it was brand new.  And I lost teeth, and I’m still losing teeth because of it way back then.  But anyway, it was very turtle – what do you call it, turtleback?

Interviewee 2:
Mm-hmm.

Interviewee 1:
And of course they spread that out, so it’s been a big improvement.  Big improvement.

Interviewee 2:
They put in a lot of trees along the way.

Interviewee 1:
Yeah, that’s true.

Interviewee 2:
It was quite – like Broken Park Expressway, they had a big hubbub about cutting down the trees, but they got cut down anyhow.  And widened.

Interviewee 1:
And the bridle path was so much bigger then.
[0:34:00]
Interviewee 2:
Oh, the bridal path went all the way down the middle of Park _____ Strip.  Right off Wickham Fairgrounds up to McClain, as I remember it.  

Peggy Jemison:
Well, and then, Terry, you also went to Snowden.

Interviewee 1:
I went to Snowden through the seventh grade and then went to Hutchison for the eighth and the ninth and then went to Central.  Graduated Central and then went four years trying not to make a _____ step back.

Peggy Jemison:
Well do you have any special feeling about the neighborhood or just pass this ______?

Interviewee 2:
When the St. Peter’s Orphanage – I don’t mean St. Peter’s Orphanage.  What was that Catholic-

Interviewee 1:
St. Teresa?  Middle Flower?

Interviewee 2:
Anyhow, no, up on Poplar – oh, the big drugstore in Monteese is an _______.

Interviewee 1:
_____ and Avalon, _____ sisters.

Interviewee 2:
At one time that was a farm.  

[0:35:00]
Interviewee 1:
The Good Shepherd.

Interviewee 2:
-Good Shepherd.  

Interviewee 1:
Sisters of the Good Shepherd, mm-hmm.

Interviewee 2:
And after that went the whole thing seemed to lose its – well, its personality that it had before.

Interviewee 1:
You’re talking about Avalon place in the system.

Peggy Jemison:
When the shopping center went in there, you’re talking about?  And it changed like a little bit, totally, really.

Interviewee 2:
Mm-hmm.

Peggy Jemison:
And what about the neighborhood of your grandparents?  Do you have any – did you – of course, you never really lived there, but did you have enough association to have any feeling about it?

Interviewee 1:
Well, actually that’s out of – off of my beaten path, Peggy, because it’s, you know, Noah.  And I’ve – with my dress shop downtown for 29 years, I’ve been going – going straight west downtown.  So of course, I mean I haven’t been over in that area for years and years-
[0:36:00]

-and years.  So I haven’t even gotten by there in ______ ______ 231-

Interviewee 2:
I remember the feather beds in the old house, it was the most attractive to me as a kid, but the feather beds.

Interviewee 1:
Oh wow.  And another thing, Peggy, you know, that our home place that Aunt Ethel bought and gave to her son, Bobby, and Bobby lives – Bobby and his wife and family were living on Avalon in our old home.  And that’s where he ______.  So Aunt Ethel Terry Bond bought our ______-

[Crosstalk]

Interviewee 1:
When my mother passed away in 1961, she bought Avalon place and gave it to her son Bobby.

Peggy Jemison:
Bobby, and that’s where – so that stayed really in the family in a way.

Interviewee 1:
Mm-hmm.  The Avalon place.

Peggy Jemison:
And they still live there?

Interviewee 1:
So far as we know.  I mean the last – I’m sure they do.  Yeah, so far we have-

[0:37:00]
Peggy Jemison:
That’s very interesting.  Well, we certainly _______.  All right.

[End of Audio]
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