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Rayanne Creemer:
-- 2nd 1979.  This is Rayanne Creemer and Virginia Donaway for Metropolitan Interface Association doing the Neighborhood and Public Policy Project in the VECA neighborhood.  We are on a grant for the Tennessee Committee for the Humanities, an affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities interviewing today July 2nd, Dr. Darrell Richardson.

Could you tell me a little bit about yourself?  In fact, spell your name for me would you?

Darrell Richardson:
It is spelled, first name, D-A-R-R-E-L-L, that has several spellings but that's the way I spell mine.  Middle initial C.  Last name R-I-C-H-A-R-D-S-O-N.

I came to Memphis and moved into this community at 899 
[00:01:00] 


-- Stonewall Street in May of 1969.  I had planned to be a journalist and well, I was a native of Missouri and then decided to be an archaeologist.  I went ahead and I have graduate degrees and full training in both of these fields.
Rayanne Creemer:
You have your PhDs in both of those?

Darrell Richardson:
No.  I have a doctor's degree as a matter of fact in sociology and another one in education, but after going into these two fields, I went into the ministry, which I really knew all the time I should -- 

[00:02:00] 


-- go  into you see.  So all of my life professionally I've been a minister.  However, I've had many rather unusual assignments as a minister and have combined this at times with my journalistic background.  As a matter of fact, this is not really important or properly related for this particular presentation, but my 41st book was published the other day.  I've been publishing since I was a college student publishing well more than one book or two a year every year of my life always over and above my regular duties.  Well I guess one might say that's gotta be a little bit more than a hobby./


I came to  Memphis --

Virginia Donaway:
Excuse me.  What's the title of the latest book?
[00:03:00] 
Darrell Richardson:
Well, the latest book, I can show you the book in a minute.  It is an elaborate coffee table type book that cost $60.00 a copy and has 125 color illustrations, some of which are _______ type pages.  This is related to one of my real interesting hobbies and that is Edgar Rice Burroughs and Tarzan.  


It's a limited edition of 2,000 numbered copies called The Library of Edgar Rice Burroughs Illustrations and contains most of the known original illustrations of the Tarzan and Mars stories and other stories from Mr. Burroughs that are to be found in private collections in the country.  My own collection is one of the largest and the best known of these in the United States.

[00:04:00] 

But I have written biographies.  I have written many short stories.  I have written science fiction under five different pseudonyms.   I'm a very minor of thought in western Americana.  I do the archaeological articles under my own name and on and on.  I have written a number of religious books --
Virginia Donaway:
What are your pen names, your five pen names?

Darrell Richardson:
Well, I don't really believe it would serve any great purpose here.  I don't have any great point in concealing them.  Only one might be well enough known to be recognized by a few people.  That would be Dee Coleman Rich, under which I'm known as kind of a minor western Americana expert.


Course you use pseudonyms for a number of reasons.  One being that I actually at one time have had several stories or articles --

[00:05:00] 


-- published in the same issue of the same magazine where you would need more than one name.  Then also I've really written enough so that I have written in such a variety of fields that I establsihed reputations for certain fields under different names, which is fairly common for a writer who is fairly prolific.


Course the oddball thing is I've never truly until recently been anything like a full time writer 'cause I've written more than many full time professional writers, but it's always been in the spare time that I've done these things.

Rayanne Creemer:
Now what denomination are you a minister of?

Darrell Richardson:
I'm Baptist, Southern Baptist.

Rayanne Creemer:
Did you have a church here in Memphis?

[00:06:00] 

Darrell Richardson:
I'm just getting to that.  After a rather long ministry at three different churches in Kentucky and after a career of active duty during Korea as a United States Army chaplain and after three years working for the Baptist Sunday School Board of Nashville, Tennessee, but located in North Carolina working for them, I moved to Memphis, Tennessee to be the editor of the Brotherhood commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, which allowed me for one of the few times in my life to combine professionally my journalistic career and you might say my theological background.  There I edited innumerable books and magazines, publications and so forth for the Royal Ambassador -- 

[00:07:00] 


--Organization, which is the _______ groups for Southern Baptist Convention churches and also for Baptist men groups and both of these groups are, of course, missions and mission study groups to be found in Southern Baptist Churches.  In fact, all over the globe because many of these organizations are stronger probably in many of our msision countries in Africa and in Europe and in South America and in Asia, even than they are here in the United States.


When I came to Memphis, there was reason why I didn't immediately purchase a house.  I'll make this story very short, but my wife was the executive secretary of our foreign mission -- 

[00:08:00] 


-- boards orientation center located at Ridgecrest, North Carolina.  It was going to close in May of 1969 and move to Georgia.  

Then she left and moved to Memphis with me when I moved here on February 1, 1969.  It entails quite a bit of hardship on the organization there.  So I agreed for her to work on and we maintained our home there for those few months until her work was finished.  


So I lived in town here and was able to search for a home to buy at my leisure.  This might have some bearing on our presentation -- 

[00:09:00] 


-- this morning because I really looked all over the city.  I looked at homes in South Haven and White Haven and Germantown and in Frasier and in Raleigh and all over East Memphis and all over midtown.  I discovered very quickly that I could buy a better home in midtown Memphis for $10,000.00 less than I could and a home that wasn't anything like as good in East Memphis say.

Also, my work was located in midtown Memphis because the Brotherhood Commission's located on Poplar Avenue in midtown.  So I chose to buy a home on Stonewall.  I was told by real estate dealers, he even wanted to sell me a home, that this was a --

[00:10:00] 


-- neighborhood which was soon going to go Black.  I cruised around the neighborhood and was here three or four months in the city before I purchased a home.  They didn't have to tell me this.  I realized this was obviously in the cards.  


I do not want any particular credit for this, but it's only fair to say that I bought a home knowing this to be in the cards and not caring if it was and being perfectly willing to live in a racially mixed neighborhood.  As a matter of principle, not that I would have just gone out of my way to make it a special point to do so, but was entirely happy to do so.


I found the neighborhood on Stonewall where I lived, which is a --

[00:11:00] 


-- street which is often thought of as a home of great old, decaying mansions, but of course, that part of Stonewall is between Poplar Avenue and the Parkway.


Then you go from Parkway north and the caliber of homes was somewhat different though on the whole, very nice homes.  I was rather impressed that a very large number of people who originally owned those homes still lived in these homes.  These included many actually very prominent people in the city.

[00:12:00] 


Of course, in the one sense of the word, this is one of the problems which I'm gonna discuss in just a moment.  In fact, I might as well discuss it right now.  Namely in the some ten years we've lived here I would say, don't wanna exaggerate too much and you understand I haven't taken a survey, but from my own knowledge at least 90 percent of all of these people I'm talking about whom I personally know have died or the husband has died and the widow has sold the home and moved away.  

So a large percentage, I would really consider this probably really significant, a large percentage of the original population no longer lives here anymore just in the last ten years.

[00:13:00]

It was about 1971 or 2 I think before the first Black family moved immediately on our street.  That is the section of Stonewall between the Parkway and Vollintine.


Now I'm not making a big deal out of a Black family moving on the street.  It was perfectly okay with me.

Rayanne Creemer:
What was the family like?

Darrell Richardson:
The family who still lives here and lives two doors from me --

Rayanne Creemer:
What is their name?

Darrell Richardson:
Their name is the same name as my name, Richardson.  They keep I would say the neatest home and the neatest lot and the best shrubbery and the best painted home for square blocks anywhere around here.

[00:14:00]

In fact, and I don't mean to put them down or really to brag on them either, but they're almost fanatics about it.  Far more than I would ever be.  After all that's not all my life.  That's just a part of it you understand, but they were good neighbors.

Rayanne Creemer:
What does Mr. Richardson do?  What does he do for a living?

Darrell Richardson:
He's a baker.  Course he works mostly nights.  There was immediately friendliness shown, of course, by some of us.  I think that resulted in about five people moving away just as fast as they could possibly get off the street.

Rayanne Creemer:
Were those homes sold to White or Black people?

Darrell Richardson:
What's that?

[00:15:00] 
Rayanne Creemer:
When the five people left, who were their homes sold to?

Darrell Richardson:
All five of course were sold to Black people, but it took a while to sell them.  So that, of course, almost overnight resulted in a number of additional Black families moving onto the street.

Rayanne Creemer:
This was what year again?

Darrell Richardson:
I believe this to be about 1971 or 2, somewhere along in there.  At that time, it seemed that the people who were left were very friendly.  Of course I've worked with Black people a good part of my life.  My years as an Army chaplain, my own children who attended integrated schools long before there even was supposedly such a thing.  

[00:16:00] 


-- So I don't really wanna take any great credit for our attitude.  It's just the attitude I think anyone ought to have.  Nothin' special about it, but whenever any family moves into our neighborhood I've always made it a point to go see them and meet them.  Not exactly a social call.  Sometimes you might call this.  Sometimes it's a matter of walking over into their yard when they're outside and meeting them, talk to them, being friendly to them.  

Quite frankly if I can say this with some emotion, it's just a real satisfying experience to see the appreciation that people have when they know that you like them and that you appreciate them and that you're friendly with them.

I don't really blame a lot of the people, White or Black maybe, from not making the first move.  I would say chips fall where they may.  A lot of these good neighbors that I like now, I still -- 

[00:17:00]


-- wouldn't know if I hadn't made the first move, but so be it.  That's alright.  Somebody's gotta make the first move.


I would say then that for a period of maybe two or three years there was a rather considerable stability.  Then gradually every now and then, a person on the street would die.  If it was a man, the widow would sometimes stay on and sometimes she would sell the home.  


During this next three years, at least three or four young White families moved onto the street.  I say young in the sense that -- 

[00:18:00]


-- they were probably in their 30s with young children.  At least at that point from an economic standpoint there was good value in homes here.  The homes were still fairly modestly priced, good, well built substantial homes and the street looked very nice and attractive.  Most people kept their yards up and the trash was somewhat at a minimum.  


Then it seems -- and I'm speaking now not from notes and I don't have any journal on this and precise dates, but beginning about --

[00:19:00]


-- two or three years ago, which would have been about in 1976 or so I suppose, for various reasons a lot of people moved from the community.  People who lived here for a long, long time.  


The man across the street from us who operated a nightclub and who'd lived here for 30 years or more died.  His wife decided to sell.  The moment she decided to sell, her next door neighbor also across the street who was a nurse at Baptist Hospital decided that she wanted to sell, too.  They were friends and so forth.  That left two houses open.  Both of those were bought by Black people.

[00:20:00] 


Then the house immediately across the street from me had been operated for several years as an unofficial convalescent home.  There were about a half a dozen old ladies who lived there and were cared for by another lady.  This house was owned by a doctor who lives nearby.  When this lady suddenly died, they closed this out and this home was sold.
Rayanne Creemer:
Now the lady who was running it died?

Darrell Richardson:
The lady who was running it died.  So they discontinued this --

[00:21:00]


-- service and all of the inhabitants were moved out.  I stress the fact that this was an unofficial home.  I would even suspect illegal operation to some degree and if anyone wants to sue me, go right ahead and sue, but at least they were an asset to the neighborhood.  They were not ever able to get outside of the house occasionally.  I would go over once in a while and visit them.


This house was bought by a lady on welfare who was rearing four retarded grandchildren ranging in age from about 9 or 10 to maybe about 14.  The two older ones were girls.  The two younger ones were boys.  

[00:22:00] 


-- Her daughter was in a mental institution and the father of these children lives in the home, still does.  Has nothing at all really to do with them as far as I can tell.  He's some kind of a ________ at the jail and was recently arrested on moral charges related to the jail, but nothing ever seemed to happen and he's still living there.  These children, all of whom I know very well and they're fond of me and I'm as nice to them as I know how to be without absolutely turning over my home to them.  They already a real problem.


But they're a real problem in the neighborhood.  In other words, this has developed into a very typical, true, honest to goodness ghetto type home any way you wanna cut it.  There are two or three others that developed very much the same way on the street -

[00:23:00] 
Rayanne Creemer:
How did they finance this house?

Darrell Richardson:
Well, must be doing terribly great because in the some three or four years counting back, this lady has driven three different Cadillacs, one Lincoln Continental and three Buicks.

Rayanne Creemer:
And she's on welfare --

Darrell Richardson:
She keeps them such a short time that I would suspect and I'm not sure that in this presentation I should be suspecting openly, but of course, it's so common.  It's just so common that it just happens almost to tens of thousands of Memphis citizens.  You buy a great big old car for $50.00 down payment, $100.00 down payment.  You make your $100.00 a month down payment approximately --

[00:24:00] 


-- forever.  You miss one payment.  Your car is gone.


So you guy back and buy another great big, fine car that maybe gets you five or six miles to the gallon of gasoline and if I'm being sarcastic, I intend to be.  I'm precisely intending to be just as sarcastic as  I sound.  This is a sad situation.  It's one of the many faces of our society which could not only bear looking into, which could bear somebody doing something about.  


Okay.  I don't wanna get off the subject here.


Now in the last two or three years and for reasons which I'm not sure I could exactly analyze, just seemingly almost overnight, -- 

[00:25:00] 


-- the street has become pretty close to 50 percent Black.  Just real quickly.  I mean two or three years.  Just weeks or months.  All at once.  We have formed a closely knit neighborhood.  We're more closely knitted neighbors now probably than ever before.  

Rayanne Creemer:
Are you talking about Black and White?

Darrell Richardson:
Oh, yes, indeed.  Very, very much so.  Very much so.  I would say that there are at least a half a dozen Black families whom I know personally very well and I've been in their homes and they've been in mine.  They are good neighbors.  They're trustworthy.  They keep their home up and they would agree I suspect with -- 

[00:26:00] 


-- everything I've said so far and probably would like to say a lot more than I've said and they particularly deplore I think some of our Black brothers and sisters who have moved in and who in one sense of the word, have brought -- how shall I say this and say it kindly.  I mean to say it kindly, but one sense of the word, their culture really hasn't changed a single bit and why should it.  So they brought the slums with them.

Their yards are a junk heap, particularly in the back.  They move their yards sort of when the spirit moves them and the spirit doesn't move them very often.  There's no particular pride.


One young couple, and this is just distressing, right square across --

[00:27:00] 


-- the street.  Here was a home where for 35 years people had worked on their yard, they had built up thousands of dollars worth of some of the most attractive ________ shrubbery you probably ever saw.  It was almost worthy of a mansion.


As soon as this fine, young, Black couple moved in, both of them work, they're young, have nice cars and good jobs.  They don't have anything to do with anybody else in the neighborhood, particularly other Blacks.


About the first thing they did is get a power saw and cut down thousands of dollars worth of this marvelous shrubbery and threw it away.  Their whole lot looks like now lost wilderness.  

[00:28:00] 

I will admit, I would just love to be able to talk with them in a friendly way to find out what in the world the basis of their reasoning could possibly be.


But anyway, this is something I'm sure doesn't even belong in this type of presentation.

Rayanne Creemer:
No, it does.  What do they do for a living?

Darrell Richardson:
I don't have any idea.  I really don't.  Except they dress very well.  They're friendly when you meet and re-pass.  I once lived close to a group of apartment dwellers.  If this is a blanket acquisitioning, it's all apartment dwellers, so be it.  I don't care.  I found apartment dwellers to be extremely unfriendly type that didn't wanna make friends with anybody nowhere no how.
[00:29:00] 


I have a suspicion this is just a carryover of possibly where they moved from some apartment into a home of their own.  I'm just guessing of course.  I really shouldn't second guess anything, but I am anyway.


Very soon after I moved into this community and partly because I became a member of the McClain Baptist Church at Jackson and McClain and became a friend of Lloyd Barker, the pastor of that church, I was invited by him to be his guest at a luncheon -- 

[00:30:00] 


-- meeting of some of the community people.  Frankly, I didn't have any idea what this meeting was for.

Rayanne Creemer:
Did you already own your house?

Darrell Richardson:
Oh yes.  I'd lived here I suppose a year or two then.  I forget just exactly how long.  I did no vaguely that it was related to the idea that about that time, which would have been 1970 or '71 or so, just almost from literally one month to the next.  


If you study these, that's how these things work.  No one precisely knows why.  Blacks started buying homes just here and there.  It wasn't in this neighborhood.  We're very close to what had been for a generation I suppose, almost solid Black neighborhood over beyond Watkins, which is very close by.

[00:31:00] 
Rayanne Creemer:
Is that the Klondike area?  No?
Virginia Donaway:
Klondike's north.

Rayanne Creemer:
Oh.

Virginia Donaway:
Isn't it ________?

Darrell Richardson:
I believe so.  But anyway, three blocks from here toward town and north on for square miles literally.  Certainly when I moved to Memphis in 1969 it had been more or less solid Black for [audio stops and restarts] -- and over on Sheridan and on some of the streets over clear close to University and several blocks east of here there were several Blacks moved in, which caused a complete panic.  People literally ran scared day and night.
[00:32:00]

It was such a problem that it worried everybody.  Particularly it came to the attention of the churches.  I think the pastor down at the Little Flower Catholic Church was the one who probably spearheaded this movement.  

There were for sale signs literally everywhere.  People who couldn't afford to move.  People who lived in the neighborhood all of their life because one single Black family had moved on the street, were willing to sacrifice their whole life, their life savings, their everything just to run like crazy.


Was contagious like the measles and hundreds moved.  I'm not kidding you.  It was a solid panic.  It's the same old story and --

[00:33:00] 

-- of course, it is terribly, terribly dumb.  It is so ignorant that you'd hardly think a person that could read and write would have that little bit of just plain horse sense.  If nobody moved, course there never would be any problem.  When anything is gradual, even if it becomes a problem, it's painless over a longer period of time and there's better adjustment and so on and so forth as anyone would know, but this precipitated this.


I attended this dinner meeting.  It seemed like it was -- my gosh, I can't even remember.  It was at a motel restaurant someplace.  The principal at Vollintine School then I think was Rochester Neely I believe.

Rayanne Creemer:
Neely?

Darrell Richardson:
I think Rochester Neely.  The pastor, I believe, the Black pastor --

[00:34:00] 

-- of the New Friendship Baptist Church, which is real close here; just down the street on Vollintine.  It's not six blocks from right here.  Whom I know very well.  I've spoken at his church and visited his church.  He was there.  The pastor of Little Flower may or may not have been there.  He may have sent this young, red-headed priest.


Anyway, there were four or five other people there, including a representative from Evergreen Presbyterian Church and one or two others.  There were about four or five Black people, seven or eight it seems to me White people.  This actually was the very first _______ meeting out of which VECA actually eventually came.
Rayanne Creemer:
Well we've read some of Lloyd Barker's studies.  Tell us a little bit about him because he really wrote some wonderful reports.

[00:35:00]
Darrell Richardson:
Well, he had been pastor of the McClain Baptist Church I think about 15 years when he resigned about 3 or 4 years go.

Rayanne Creemer:
He just resigned 3 or 4 years ago?

Darrell Richardson:
Yes.

Rayanne Creemer:
How come?  

Darrell Richardson:
Well, it's a complicated story.   It has some relationship to what we're talking about.  Not enough for me to tell you the whole story, but --

Rayanne Creemer:
Was it a political thing?

[00:36:00]
Darrell Richardson:
Not precisely, but it was very much related to social conditions, social action and integration and so forth.  Had a lot to do with --

Rayanne Creemer:
Was the church integrated?

Darrell Richardson:
Yes, technically.

Rayanne Creemer:
Do you know when Brother Barker came to McClain Church?

Darrell Richardson:
Are we on the air?

Rayanne Creemer:
Yeah, I turned it on.

Darrell Richardson:
Since probably all the churches in the so-called VECA -- 

[00:37:00] 

-- community have some pretty definite relationship to the general social tone of the whole community.  It probably is not a place to pick out one church, particularly since one that I know very well, and analyze it a little bit, its role in this entire situation of what I'm thinking about as the changing social scene in this urban community.


Bear in mind that 50 years ago this midtown community was the outer suburbs.  The McClain Baptist Church when it was started --

[00:38:00] 

-- then had very excellent growth and it continued to grow. 


Then about 25 or 30 years ago a pastor was called from Kentucky to be the pastor of McClain Baptist Church.  He happens to have been someone I knew quite well.  He is now the president of a college in Nashville, Tennessee, president of Belmont College.
Rayanne Creemer:
Who is that?

Darrell Richardson:
I'm trying to think of his name --

Rayanne Creemer:
We have a history --

Darrell Richardson:
Anyway, there wasn't any reason at that point, say 25 years ago -- 

[00:39:00] 

-- or 20 years ago, to think in any other terms than growth and expansion.  What I'm trying to say is I’m not trying to put blame.  I'm just trying to put out the facts and give the background on this story.


So, under the plans of this pastor, which was of course approved by literally all concerned, a rather large building program was launched a great deal larger than the membership at that time warranted, but if I might say this, as far as the usual Baptist attitude goes, this is just par for the course, routine.  Any old church around's gonna build for two or three times more people than they have today.  It just seemed like most all the time they didn't even build _______ then.  Okay.

[00:40:00]

It backfired in some manner and they never did ever -- they kept growing in some, but the move east already was so much underway that the large potential I suppose that was envisioned never did quite come about and then started a rather slight decline as the more affluent members moved on out from what was a swell community into a much more affluent one further east.


So by long about 1950 or so, if you know whether Udora Baptist Church is now, that was the absolute end of the city when you -- 

[00:41:00]

-- got that far out to about 4545 Poplar.  It was nothing but pure country.  Germantown was a sleepy, little old village a long, long way on the country road further out ya' see.  That wasn't so long ago, but such was the case.


So when Brother Barker came along as a pastor after his predecessor went to be president of Belmont College, there was a period of about five years of somewhat continued growth, but was a pretty hard battle. 


Then for the last ten years he was there, up top and including about three or four years ago, there was a steady decline.  The real decline started perhaps in about 1972 or 3 at the time when I was a member of the church and very knowledgeable of the whole --

[00:42:00]

-- church program.  


The biggest, most traumatic thing was kind of a show down vote over whether or not to receive Black members because some Black children already had started coming to Sunday School.  In a very close vote, the social rights cause, if you wanna call it that, won, but in one sense it was a terrible loss.  It finished almost any hope of getting people together then.  It was either handled wrong.  It --

[00:43:00]

-- was premature.  Something or other about it resulted in an almost immediate exodus of a large number of really, truly, great, influential people many of whom I know personally and his attitudes weren't all that bad at all.  It had to do in large part with the way in which it was handled and they swore it was an attempt to be rammed down their throats and they weren't consulted ahead of time and that they were confronted with an ultimatum and such things.

Rayanne Creemer:
Approximately how many you feel left the church at that point?

Darrell Richardson:
If we could include that to cover the next several months or -- 

[00:44:00]

-- almost a year, I would say several hundreds I would say.  Then it's been downhill ever since.

Rayanne Creemer:
Well now was this a meeting that was just kind of a bitter scene?  Is that was occurred and then the vote was taken?

Darrell Richardson:
That was partly it.  They were all ready -- this is so usual I could be talking about Presbyterian and Christians, Lutherans, anybody now.
Rayanne Creemer:
That's right.

Darrell Richardson:
There were in the community several hundreds of older, retired people, inactive who never came to church who were still members.  All they ever really and truly did, Lord forgive me if I'm judging, as far as I know all they ever did was criticize.  I know there was nothing ________ ________ ever did do.  I can't really --

[00:45:00]

-- say they didn't pray.  Maybe they did, but I couldn't prove that either.  Some of those are still members of the church.  They don't come.  They don't give and they still just criticize.  It's almost always over the Black/White situation.


It was partly misunderstanding when the _______ program started there and neighbors and people all around, including many retired members who didn't even come to church and didn't even know what had happened and they saw every day Black children and Black families riding up and depositing children there.  They knew then the end had come and it was just nothing but a Black future.  

[00:46:00]

-- I don't mean to make that a play on words.  That was almost the final straw that broke the old camel's back.


So as a result, out of this I believe -- now see, I'm sorta' guessing now, we may have gotten about six Black church members and five or six little Black children in Sunday School.  From this we lost $100,000.00 a year income, 500 solid members who are now great workers in some of the largest churches in the cities, famous people in this town all over.

Virginia Donaway:
Were these people that lived in the neighborhood or had perhaps already moved out of the neighborhood and came back to -- 

[00:47:00]

-- McClain to church or was it a mixture?

Darrell Richardson:
It was a mixture.  That's a very good point.  I'm glad you brought that up because I should have brought that out.  I would say quite a number of these people were people who had already moved out of the neighborhood and were coming back to church regularly and very active.


This gave them much less incentive to be in a place where most of it just hit controversy.
Rayanne Creemer:
Now what year was this?  1970?

Darrell Richardson:
It was I believe 1971 or 2, along in there somewhere.

Rayanne Creemer:
Were you there then?

Darrell Richardson:
Mm-hmm.  

Virginia Donaway:
What do you call our board of deacons?

Darrell Richardson:
The deacons.

[00:48:00]
Virginia Donaway:
How did they feel about this?  Were they able to take a strong leadership role?

Darrell Richardson:
Well, that's the trouble.  Of course, for the deacons first and that's where it barely passed.  So that really was the seed of the future real trouble because then it came before the church for a vote and all the deacons had passed it in a very close vote.  The church then approved it in a very close vote.  It was so divisive.


Now when it comes to a matter of principle, I will vote my --

[00:49:00]

-- convictions as I did then, divisive or not, but I would think that it would be a good idea not to push everybody in such a corner to where they only have one decision where neither one's gonna amount to much, see.  

There was never a good decision left after anybody.  There was no way to have a good decision after we finally got down to it.

Rayanne Creemer:
What about the attitude of the church now?  Is it more tolerant like the VECA community as a whole has a reputation for or do you think it's still divided?

Darrell Richardson:
An extremely good question to ask.  The church now would be very much less divided and very much more for VECA and we --

[00:50:00]

-- have a very, very few Black people who attend every service and the people who had those extreme prejudices are pretty well all gone.

Rayanne Creemer:
You have a good _______ --

Darrell Richardson:
Don't have anybody left after the situation you might say.  And yet, I'm gonna take that statement back.  _______ ______ _______ left.  I'm ashamed I said that 'cause if you have two or three good people, man, you've got plenty left, but not enough to support that mill stone around the neck of debt.  


This is something that I -- ew, I hate to say this almost, but some of the people who are there on leadership capacities are some of the best, goodest people you ever saw in your life.  I knew them ten --

[00:51:00]

-- years ago.  I know them today.  I appreciate them and I love them.  They were people who never had any chance for leadership when all the great affluent people were around.


Now when everybody's gone practically and the work is hard and the labors are few, these good people are still around doing what they can.  So when I criticize them I'm ashamed I did.  Of course, it's only fair to say that you need competent leadership.


I wanna tell you right now -- you may not agree with this and even though I have my doctor's degree of sociology, I don't think sociologists are gonna agree with this, but that's just because they're not smart like me.  They haven't really been around to see -- 

[00:52:00]

-- it in action, but there's not very many leaders around anywhere any place.  The world has very few leaders.  The neighborhood has very few leaders.  


The leaders will pop up any place, but you need real leaders.  You can put someone in the position of leadership and they can do the best they can, but if they're not a leader, you just accomplish a certain amount.

Rayanne Creemer:
Who would you say the real leaders of VECA are?  Are there any that you see around here?

Darrell Richardson:
Well, this might be a good time to evade your question to the -- 

[00:53:00]

-- point of saying a few words about VECA.  I have never felt like that VECA has been anything as effective as they claim they are or maybe even think they are.  I have serious doubts about it being particularly effective.  I really do.  


Now, this neighborhood organization idea here is effective.  There's no question about it.  We have a meeting now every month in various homes.  

Virginia Donaway:
You mean the Stonewall neighborhood.

Darrell Richardson:
Right here.  I call it this neighborhood --

Rayanne Creemer:
Does it have a name, your little group?

Darrell Richardson:
Well yeah, I guess we call it the Stonewall group or something like that.

Rayanne Creemer:
Do you have any officers?

[00:54:00]
Darrell Richardson:
Oh yes, got officers and everything.  We have little dues.  We had a picnic a couple Saturdays ago.  We've had well, about six months ago we had really the first ice breaker.  We had a picnic on my front lawn here and an old fashioned pot luck dinner.
Rayanne Creemer:
Who are your officers?

Darrell Richardson:
We have a Black lady whose husband is a policeman.  He's very active in it and of course they're very educated, talented group --

Rayanne Creemer:
What are their names?

Darrell Richardson:
Robertson.

Rayanne Creemer:
Who Robertson?

Darrell Richardson:
They just live three doors up the street here.  Then Mrs. McKee, the McKees live only down the street two or three doors and she's a secretary.  They're very active.

Rayanne Creemer:
She's a what?

[00:55:00]
Darrell Richardson:
She's the secretary I believ of it.  We get notice.  We get a little monthly newsletter of our own neighborhood.  We have a list, a personal, private list now of every one of us and our own phone numbers and our own addresses so we'll know each other by name.


I'll tell you something.  We on this?

Rayanne Creemer:
Yeah.

Darrell Richardson:
I'll tell you something else.  This is personal, but generally speaking all of us feel that crime is a far more serious problem throughout this entire community and getting worse, you see.  It's rather frank to talk like this, but the way these Black ladies talk -- 

[00:56:00]

-- to me, they are 100 times more scared of crime, say than I am or my wife is.  They have a right to be, too.  I’m not putting them down.  They have a right to be.


One night last week we had one of these special details from the police department that tells you how to secure your homes and so forth, come here and set up and almost everybody on our street came, Black and White together.  


The policeman, Ed _______, he told me later, "You know", he said, "I go all over this city."  He said, "I don't think I have ever in this whole city ever been on any street where I saw almost equally --

[00:57:00]

-- Black and White", and he said, "I watched people", and he said, "Y'all call each other by your first names."  All these little Black kids, they like me 'cause I’m not really very smart.  I'm a kid myself sort of.  They clang on me and they treat me like I'm their old pal.  Oh, that impressed him.  He thought it was grand.


So see, we might have something here better than we might think just because we're -- if VECA could maybe do more of this, really, truly push these small _______ because VECA's too large for the whole thing to mean very much I'm afraid.  


Also, here's another thing.  I have to say that I like VECA, I'm for it, I've been more or less back of it kinda' from the very beginning.  I haven't been real super active like maybe I shoulda' been.  I'll -- 

[00:58:00]

-- tell you one reason for that in just a minute, but I think that VECA has real possibilities _______ _______, but I think it could improve itself a lot.  I don't think it has too high opinion of itself.  I think we can afford to just get down and work a little harder and quit pattin' ourself on the back quite so much.


All this improvement we're talking about, see, I go around the neighborhood.  I can't see it.  All I see is a decline.  I don't see any improvement much in the neighborhood.  I see it in some of these personal relationships, which are more important I'll grant you.  I'll grant you that.

Rayanne Creemer:
So you haven't come up with any leaders, any people you really see as leaders.

[00:59:00]
Darrell Richardson:
I don't know to what extent the people as a whole here will follow University leadership.  In one sense I'm in the academic side myself.  I've gotta be real careful.  

It's like one of my neighbors.  A very fine old gentleman.  We're the best of friends.  His five beagle hounds who keep me awake every night, my new Black neighbors exactly behind me have three dogs that keep me awake every night and the new Black neighbors behind him, they have a police dog that barks 24 hours, maybe 25 hours a day.  The new Black neighbors back there, they have a dog that's a psychological case.  It barks at everybody except burglars.

[01:00:00]

I forget now -- turn it off a minute.


Oh, he told me the other day that he said, "There's one thing about you," he said, "Brother Rich," and he says, "that I really like."  He said, "I understand", he said, "you're an educated man, but it sure doesn't show."

Rayanne Creemer:
Now who said that?

Darrell Richardson:
An old Black man, my next door neighbor Jasper.

Rayanne Creemer:
Jasper Richardson?  Is that his name?
Darrell Richardson:
No, no, no.  Jasper.  His wife Maggie, my wife got her a job as a part-time cook at the First Baptist Church.  She's a cook at one of the schools.  What is Jasper's last name.  I'm sorry.  My mind's slipping this morning.

Rayanne Creemer:
Oh.  Well that's alright.  Anyway, we were still talking about leadership and university leadership.

[01:01:00]
Darrell Richardson:
Oh yes.  I don't know just --

Rayanne Creemer:
You don't see real leadership.  Is that what you're saying?

Darrell Richardson:
I see the possibilities of real leadership only if it is down on a lower level a little closer to the community.  If we could have some kind of a block or area leaders who really kept in touch.

Rayanne Creemer:
And then went to the bigger VECA meetings with it?

Darrell Richardson:
Yeah.  But these neighborhood meetings, man, they are --

Rayanne Creemer:
Who is the president of your group/

Darrell Richardson:
Mrs.  Robinson.

Rayanne Creemer:
Oh, okay.  You're just the group north of the Parkway.

[01:02:00]
Darrell Richardson:
It's only actually between Vollintine and Henry, the next street here, but the group down below us from Henry down to Jackson wants to come in with us, but I think probably if you get any larger than that for the Trudy local street group you're getting beyond the personal element.

Virginia Donaway:
Do you all have a neighborhood watch program of any sort?

Darrell Richardson:
We've talked about that.  We are making plans for it and we're purchasing some of these electric pencils to mark all of our things and things like that, but I started to say something awhile ago. 

[01:03:00]

When I first moved on this street I got to know at least seven or more old ladies, all of whom but two have died since we lived here.  They lived alone.  


I don't know.  As I told you, I'm willing to stick my neck out.

Rayanne Creemer:
It's July 2, 1979, tape two of the interview with Dr. Darrell Richardson.

Darrell Richardson:
As I was saying, soon after I moved here I made friends with many of our neighbors, including at least seven widows who'd lived here on the street for a long time.  In each case they lived alone and most of them were somewhat fearful and soon after we moved --

[01:04:00]

-- here, one of them had a robbery right in the middle of the day where a man just walked in the back door while she was in the front yard even and walked into her bedroom and took her purse and grabbed a handful of jewelry and then ran out the back.


So I visited the lady and I said, "Look, I want to give you my phone number and if anything happens, it'll take awhile for the police to get here, but I could be at your house in 30 seconds.  Call me first and then call the police and I'll be on hand."


Well, none of them have had to call me, but they appreciated that out of all proportion to what it really was.  One of the ladies said she really slept soundly after that.

[01:05:00]

Well, I don't even know why I related that.

Rayanne Creemer:
Well you were talking about the crime.  Have you actually had many robberies other than that lady's?

Darrell Richardson:
Oh yes.  Without number.  Two weeks ago the lady that lives across the street down about three doors who lives alone, one of these very ladies I was talking to you about.  Right up here on Watkins, walking right out here to catch the bus, which my wife does very often, she got off the bus and right there in a private yard where there's a bunch of shrubbery, young Black man was hiding.  He just jumped out and grabbed her purse.  When she screamed and tried to resist, she just smashed his foot down across the instep of her foot and took off.

[01:06:00]

She went right into that house, tried to call the police and she'd seen them there before, but they wouldn't come to the door.  She went next door and they wouldn't let her use the phone through that door, two Black families.


Then she went across the street and they let her in to use the phone to call the police.  The point probably that I wanna rally make here is and if it is a biased statement so be it, but the Lord preserved me from cowards.  Man, how I hate cowards.

[01:007:00]

Now,  women can be just as courageous as men.  Blacks could be just as courageous as Whites.  There's no monopoly on this thing of courage.  It's a sad, sad, sad, sad, sad thing to me that I've discovered an attitude very, very prevalent in this city and this community that nobody wants to be involved and everybody's afraid.  So you don’t wanna help anybody out.  You might get marked to be the next victim.


Some of our best friends who are members of First Baptist Church and live on the very next street here, right while they were home, a truck pulled up to their next door neighbors.  A brand new -- 

[01:08:00]

-- family  of Black people, a young couple.  This truck just backed up and moved out their television sets and the stereos, all their nicest furniture.  The neighbors on the other side were two old maid retired ladies who saw it and who rode around the block two or three times till they went away and never would tell anyone until our friends found out that they actually saw it.  They said it wasn't their business and they'd just get hit next if they told anybody.


This young, Black couple said, "We've struggled and saved for years to buy this nice home here in what we thought was this -- 

[01:09:00]

-- nice community.  We've lived here for two weeks and get drifted off this way."


So it's just attitude.  Man, this is bad.  It's an attitude I've never had.

Rayanne Creemer:
Do you think that the people that are responsible for the crime, are they coming in from outside the neighborhood or do you think they're some of the people that have moved into the neighborhood?

Darrell Richardson:
Alright.  Now we're getting down to the nitty-gritty.  Now we're getting down to something which I would be glad and proud to stand before a large, large group of Black people and say this.  It would be very, very unpopular, but I would say it and I'd hope I'd say it with the right attitude.

[01:10:00]

This crime is never gonna be slowed down as long as Black people protect Black people.  Never.  There are thousands of good, honest Black people that I'd be proud to have as my neighbor who wouldn't report another Black person, who are afraid to help anybody in trouble and there are others who even will shelter people.


Well of course, every few days in the paper you see examples of this type of thing.  So it's a hopeless situation unless we all get together and decide enough's enough.


I'm gonna tell you a personal experience.  Not long ago, but not in this community, before I moved to Memphis -- I'm gonna make --

[01:11:00]

-- this a short story and I'll try to give you all the details, but a burglar broke into my home 1:00 in the morning.  My wife and I were both awakened.  We knew what it was.


She said, "We'll just maybe be real quiet and he'll go away."  I couldn't do that.  I'm not being melodramatic.  Honest I'm not, but I couldn't have lived with myself the next morning.


I suspect that I'm so mean and so stubborn, I'd rather be dead.  I really would than to think that I'd been a coward under those circumstances.


Now I have a Colt revolver.  I'm an outdoor type, preacher or not and I'm a good shot.  A dangerous man with a gun.  I had a gun right there.  I decided not to use it.

[01:12:00]

I had a long hunting knife that it just touches someone to slide all the way through them and I can throw that knife, you would not have believed it.  I'm not just a kinda' ordinary mill of the run preacher.  I decided not to use that knife.  


I figured there would be a very small chance that any burglar that would be as strong and powerful as I am and no way could he be as ________ as I was gonna be.


This may sound crazy to you and melodramatic, but I took off my pajama tops so I'd not be impeded in anyway what so ever and just told my wife to be perfectly quiet and not move and hoping our kids would be quiet in another room.  That's one reason why I had such a belligerent attitude.
[01:13:00]

I tip-toed barefooted across the soft rugs and on through and back into the kitchen, into the dining room door and peeked around.  There was the burglar working with a shielded light.  He already had burglarized two or three homes ________.  Was working on our silver.  So I decided I wanted some light on the subject.  So as soon as I got the lay of the land I reached over, flipped the light on in the dining room and leaped like a lion.  I probably leaped the entire 10 or 12 feet. 


As he whirled around I was on him.  I just grabbed both hands into his chest.  He had an old leather jacket on.  I grabbed part leather and part flesh and yanked.  You may not believe this, but I pulled --

 [01:14:00]

-- him completely off the floor and held him up.  His feet were dangling.  He was somewhat smaller man than I am.  I weighed then 235 pounds and in a lot better shape and somewhat younger than I am now.  


I'd been a wrestler in my youth and a football and basketball player and was almost a professional boxer.  I wasn't entirely, shall we say, an amateur.  Although I didn't really jump burglars every day.  I just held him like that and didn't know what to do next.


Well, he tried to get loose and cursed me and was reaching back toward his pocket and I jammed him back into the wall and partly across a door facing.  Now I'm sorry.  I really didn't know my own strength.  I really pushed him back there entirely too hard.  Man, --

[01:15:00]

-- too hard entirely.  I broke his back in three places with that first powerful, horrible smash.  When I turned him loose he just kinda' spread out to the floor just moanin' like.  He kinda' came to and ripped out awful curse words, reached back again to his hip and I just reached down and grabbed his arm, yanked him clear to his feet, pulled his arm around him in an arm lock.  Again, I'm sorry.  I don't do this every day.  Not in practice you understand like a policeman would be.  I yanked too hard.  I pulled every bone and _______ completely apart, ripped his whole shoulder into shreds, socket gone.  That one rip made his shoulder forever and ever a horrible cripple never to be used again as long as he lived.  Just that one smash.

[01:16:00]

By that time he had given up.  I held him with one hand and drug him right to the phone and called the police with the other hand.  I swore out a warrant and testified against him in court and saw him sent to prison.


Well, is that the thing for a preacher to do?  Is that the thing for a Christian to do?  Let me tell you this.  Every citizen act like this we wouldn't have many burglars anymore.


I'll just say this one more thing 'cause it illustrates the point.  A jailer told me this a long time later.  He said, "This man got out of the hospital and was brought back to the jail."  He said he overheard this.  He said some of the prisoners said to him, "What in the world happened to you, Scroochey?"  That was his nickname.  
[01:17:00]

He said, "Man," he said, "an awful thing happened to me."  He said, "I made the biggest mistake of my life."  He says, "I broke into the home", he said, "this Baptist preacher."  He says, "I feel lucky to be alive.  I really do."  He said, "You know, " he said, "Years ago if anybody had ever treated me like that I might never have lived a life of crime."


Well, I'm not saying everyone can do that or should do that.  I just told that story to show you that what I said was true.  I am willing to lead with my chin.

Rayanne Creemer:
Well now as far as crime goes in this neighborhood, I think Virginia asked you whether you thought it was coming from outside or whether some of --
[01:18:00]
[Background noise from radio]
Darrell Richardson:
There's been widely publicized in the papers in recent weeks and months, two or three at least, absolutely horrible, grotesque murders in the area.  They have been performed by citizens in the area living in Black neighborhoods square on the very verge of integrated and multi-racial neighborhoods like I live in right here.  


This is what I would think, one of the things I think I would like to be able to publicize in some way.  Until neighborhoods clean up themselves ______ _______ Black and White.  I don't know how we're gonna have very much progress.  The police alone can't do it.

[01:19:00]

So if a person, if a criminal, a young punk, most of these are kids who quit school, they're 16 and 18, sometimes 20s, no job, in many cases _______ don't want a job anyway and they come from their home one minute say away from right here, perform their crime and run back in their neighborhood and disappear in their neighborhood.  


Well, no one is gonna tell me that no one down there or over here or in this neighborhood if it came from here wouldn't know something about it, be of some help in running down the culprit.  If you get my point.

Rayanne Creemer:
Do you know Brother Green?

Darrell Richardson:
Don't know him personally.

Rayanne Creemer:
Have you had any involvement ever?

Darrell Richardson:
Not any real involvement with him.  Just know who he is.

[01:20:00]
Rayanne Creemer:
He's never been involved in VECA things do you know?

Darrell Richardson:
I really don't know.  It'd be interesting to find out.  He would probably consider himself an enemy of VECA I would think.  I really don't know.  _______ _______ to, but I wonder if he would.

Rayanne Creemer:
I just wondered if he had any neighborhood involvement since he lives in the neighborhood.  I thought ________ out of that West Drive and some other things, I wondered if he took part in the neighborhood as a neighbor.

Darrell Richardson:
Well, course been on the news for five or six consecutive years over the sewage smell just a little slight bit north of here and trying to get some conditions there corrected.

Rayanne Creemer:
Oh.  Around Cypress Junior High?

[01:21:00]
Darrell Richardson:
Mm-hmm.  Of course one thing we haven't really gone into today, for every single thing we've talked about today, you see, that wasn't very good, there's a definite reason for it and probably could be traced down so that we could know almost the very reason why every one of these things happened that we don't like.  

Did we try to correct them?  Has Memphis, In my opinion, in one of the most racial cities I've ever known in all of my life, done very much about these problems?  I would say very, very little.  The --

[01:22:00]

-- little bit that's been done has been when we've just been absolutely pushed into it, forced into it.  There's hardly a single politician in this city or county today, hardly a single one, many of whom I know personally and many of whom we pass and re-pass with the social events.  


I'm on the executive board of the Scout council with several of these, including both the mayors, we'd be better off probably without any single elected official in this city and county that we have today.  I can't really say that a single one of them _______ _______.  I can't really know of one that intends to do anything at all about the conditions which brought about the problem we're talking about today.

[01:23:00]
Virginia Donaway:
What do you think could be done from an official level?

[Background noise from radio]
Darrell Richardson:
Well, it's these things are going along about like the majority of the upper 400 or 800 _______ city of Memphis I'd rather want it to be.  So there won't be any changes.  Nothing less than some kind of a revolution or real riot is gonna make any great dent because --

[01:24:00]

-- churches aren't really gonna do anything about it I'm afraid.  The main people that I'm really criticizing now on the whole are in the forefront of all of our churches.  They're the leading Catholics and the leading Baptists and the leading Greek Orthodoxes and they're the leading Lutherans and so on and so forth.


I really wouldn't give a clean bill of health to any church that I know of.  Am I being recorded?

Rayanne Creemer:
Yeah.

Darrell Richardson:
Okay.  I'll shoot the works then.  When I'd been in this community and lived in this community for one year, I had personally met --

[01:25:00]

-- and talked with and had visited several different Black ministers. 


On one occasion at a Baptist pastors' conference which meets every Monday -- and by the way, no great ulterior motive in making this remark, but het Baptist Pastors' Conference is about five to ten times larger than the whole ministers' conference of the entire city and the county all put together.  That is, when the Baptists meet there's a hundred or so people there and preachers there and when all the ministers combined meet together, there's 20 or 30 or 12, 15, 9 or 10.  Don't ask me why.  I don't exactly know why.  Don't really exactly know why.

[01:26:00]
[Background noise from radio]

But I was talking with this group and it turned out that none of the pastors in my immediate vicinity around the table had ever talked with a Black pastor or paid any attention to them or had any particular desire to talk with them.  _______ _______ vague general way wished them well.  Man, that's not gonna get you anywhere.  I don't think it's gonna get you anywhere.


But among the Black churches now is there hope.  Man, for an optimistic guy I'vve been talking terribly pessimistically.  I've already said there was no hope among the main established --

[01:27:00]

-- churches of the city and me a preacher myself who loves the Lord and has great faith in our real destiny and our future and everything else and I know it can be done, see.


What about the Black churches?  A very important vital resource.  A tremendous social force entirely apart from religious _______ all together.  Well, I had dinner two weeks ago down at Beal Street Landing with one of the third ranking bishops of the Church of God and Christ whose national headquarters of one of the major denominations of this country located right here in Memphis.

[01:28:00]

He was driving a 1979 Fleetwood Cadillac, creamed color with the interior a sort of a special tan to match his tan suit and tan shoes and tan socks and tan tie and big tan hat.  He had a chauffeur.  He didn't exactly tell me how much money he made, but he just one among many.


Among the wealthiest of all the people among the Black --

[01:29:00]
[Background noise from radio]


-- community are the Black preachers.  They often have a situation where they get say the offering each Sunday, maybe so they get 50 percent of it.  Well, if I got 50 percent of the Belleview Baptist Church offering each Sunday or First Baptist Church, I'll tell you right now as well as I like this community, I'd be living in Beverly Hills.  I just couldn't resist the temptation.  You know what I mean?


I drive a little Dodge.  I don't know.  Who knows.  I might even buy a Rolls Royce jut for the heck of it.  The pulpit as far as I -- 

[01:30:00]

-- can guess of every Black pulpit in this city where some of the great preaching is done is in part a political _______.  I was once asked to preach over here at the New Friendship Baptist Church, which I did and was happy to do.  I like to preach in Black churches.  I really do.  Most appreciative audience I've ever had in my life.


However, that was -- when was that.  A couple of years ago during a city and county election.  Well anyway, seven political speakers preceded me, each giving their views and the pastor explained that he would tell them before they left exactly who to vote for in each and every case.  

[01:31:00]

Well, that's too much.  Catholics won't put up with that.  They may at one time have.  I don't really know.  They wouldn't put up with that.  Baptists would run a preacher right square out of town if he even hinted he was gonna tell them who to vote for, right?  No one's gonna put up with that, but there's a great power there.  


But on a whole they're a great bunch.  If it weren't for them stirring up things I don't know if we'd have any progress or not.

Rayanne Creemer:
Is this New Friendship Baptist, do they have members who live in the neighborhood?  Are they a neighborhood church?

Darrell Richardson:
Yes.  Incidentally, the New Friendship Baptist Church and the --

[01:32:00]

-- McClain Baptist Church for several years had a brotherhood relationship and one Sunday a year they have a brotherhood Sunday and they exchange pulpits and Sunday night maybe, they'll all come down to McClain to church and maybe Sunday morning the McClain choir will go up to ________ New Friendship.

That was true of the Second Baptist Church and the Priskett Memorial Baptist Church on the Memphis State campus.  Once in awhile the Union Avenue Baptist Church on Union Avenue and as far as I know that's the only Baptist churches in town that'll do that.

[01:33:00]

Now Presbyterians are far more liberal and more honest and more to be commended I think in their relationships ______ ______, but --

Virginia Donaway:
Some of us.  What do you think the future of this neighborhood is?  Whether you think it will continue to be an integrated neighborhood or whether you think the scales will tip and it will turn Black.

Darrell Richardson:
I think the future of this neighborhood is probably pretty good because I think that there will be probably an increasing number of Black families move on the street from time to time, but on the other hand, there are several White families here that I know -- 

[01:34:00]

-- very well and who have no intention of moving and who certainly plan to remain.  


So I have certainly enough faith in the neighborhood.  I certainly plan to remain.  In fact, if I was the last White family in the block I would presume that I would remain, but I don't expect it to be that way.

Virginia Donaway:
Well I'm talking about the general VECA area more so than just even Stonewall

Darrell Richardson:
Well, as far as the general VECA area goes, I see large areas of the VECA neighborhood becoming totally Black, the very large areas of it that are not now Black, totally Black.

Virginia Donaway:
What areas?  Which ones?

[01:35:00]
Darrell Richardson:
I don't really think I wanna actually -- 


I think this is a prediction most people would make, but I would not make that prediction at all.  I would think there's several other areas which would go solid Black more quickly.


For example, the area let's say that is south of Jackson between Jackson and the Parkway and going all the way over to Belleview.  That includes a part of Tutwiler.  Boy, I forget the name of a lot of the streets.

Rayanne Creemer:
West of McClain?

Darrell Richardson:
Yeah, I'm talking entirely of western McClain.  Way west of McClain.  

[01:36:00]

On the other hand, and this is one of the things which makes the VECA community a very interesting one, there are various enclaves almost throughout the VECA community of groups of very affluent homes.  Some of these only a few square blocks and realistically speaking, it would be next to impossible for several years to come for there to be enough economic growth in the --

[01:37:00]

-- Black community for very many of these homes to be bought by Black people.

Virginia Donaway:
Are you referring to say Hind Park?

Darrell Richardson:
Well, I'm referring to Hind Park.  I'm referring to a much more affluent area than Hind Park.  That is an area way north, way north even of Vollintine.  An area very close to where I live practically down the street and north.  An area that very generally surrounds the Jewish temple where there are dozens and dozens and dozens of what could well be $100,000.00 to $200,000.00 homes sitting --

[01:38:00]

-- there with perhaps verging right on actual ghettos, but beautiful homes, large homes, large lots, expensive homes.  I can't very well see these homes selling for nothing.  No way.


Then there's an area like, for example, off University.  There's a street called Lakewood.  It's right across from the campus across from Jackson.  There's one street.  The homes on that street would average at least as much as $75,000.00 or more.

Rayanne Creemer:
Is this the Hallwood section?

Darrell Richardson:
Hallwood.  Then there's another street going off of that street --

[01:39:00]

-- where there is a number of very expensive homes.  Then, for some reason, be interested to know just how and why this happened, on Jackson Avenue from McClain to University on Jackson there is one block of very expensive, very attractive, affluent homes with big, fine lots two to three times the size of any other lots anywhere around in this area where at this point I happen to know personally a number of very affluent people who live there who could buy anywhere in town and who have no idea of living any place else.  I've just mentioned a few of these spots.  There's others around.
Rayanne Creemer:
Let me back up a minute.  The Jewish homes, are you speaking -- 

[01:40:00]

-- of the ones that are north of Baron Hersch in that newer section?

Virginia Donaway:
There are a number of Blacks who live in there on Monticello and all that.  That in there --

Darrell Richardson:
No, not _______ just _______.  This is really a phenomenon.  It's kind of a social phenomenon.  Not on the same street, but immediately behind or across a street there are whole Black neighborhoods of very modest homes, in some cases almost little shotgun houses right next to these what would now be I presume $150,000.00 or $200,000.00 homes.  

Rayanne Creemer:
There's newer ones in there.  I'd have to go back and look.  I didn't realize they were that big, but I'd have to _______.

[01:41:00]
Darrell Richardson:
Oh, five bedrooms, four or five baths, big lawns.  New homes.  I'm talking about homes built in the last ten years or so, 15.  


The thing about the VECA community, it's a very strange, artificial kind of boundaries.  I don't really think it knits together if you ask me.  It's too cosmopolitan to ever be a closely knit community.  There's no way in the world that some of these people ever wanna have anything to do with some of the other people in the community and never are going to either far as that goes.


Really the hope of the community is communities like mine -- 

[01:42:00]

-- right here.  Here we might not have any unusual wealth, but we have almost all graduations of society here on my one street.  That is, w have highly educated people and we have people with no education at all and all stages in between.  


Also we have old and the young.  Very young couples.  Very old, retired people and some people in between.

Virginia Donaway:
Well that's part of what makes this an interesting neighborhood.

Darrell Richardson:
May I say one thing else about how this community has very -- 

[01:43:00]

-- much changed and especially has changed since the Black families have moved in.  It's a change which I personally like although I suspect that most people wouldn't like it.  This street is now loaded with children.  I would say there's ten times more children on this street today than there were five years ago, which means there's 25 times more noise on this street than there was 5 years ago.  That's something I don't mind at all.

There's certain kind of noises I don't mind and there's certain kinds I won't hardly stand for.  

Rayanne Creemer:
You sort of said I think around about it, but in closing, what do you think then makes a good neighborhood?  If ou were going to have an ideal neighborhood.

[01:44:00]
Darrell Richardson:
Well, you see, maybe I have a right to say what I'm about to say.  You see, I think maybe I have a right to say this.  When I moved here nearly 11 years ago, just to put it on the table, I had the social status and the income really I guess to have purchased a home almost any place in Memphis I wanted to and to have purchased a home probably pretty nearly twice as much as I paid for this home.

[01:45:00]

So I really deliberately chose this community.  So I guess I like a cosmopolitan community.  If my two sons had been the last two White boys in a big public school system that was all Black, I'm sure they would have been right square in the public schools, even if I'd been worth a million dollars.

Virginia Donaway:
Did they graduate from Snowden and Central?

Darrell Richardson:
No, they had just gone into college before we moved here.  So I must admit that that was a problem that I didn't have to face and which I have great -- regardless of what I just said, I do have a lot of understanding and who knows.  In spite of my brave words, education was very important to me and to my family.  Both my --

[01:46:00]

-- boys, by the way, were National Merit Scholars and one already has his PhD in biomedical engineering, University of Virginia.  The other graduated Wake Forest University and he's in Hollywood.  He's a producer and _______ TV director.


Yet, one of those boys was a National Merit Scholar in a small high school in Kentucky where I was pastor, in a school that never before and never since have ever produced a National Merit Scholar.  It was one of the poorest schools I've ever seen.  One of the poorest you'd ever attended.


So I guess what I'm saying is if you've got it, you've got it.  I have no doubt on earth in the case of my two sons and, man, I could --

[01:47:00]

-- spend an hour criticizing them, but even if they didn't have a teacher they'd have learned 'cause they're willing to dig it out.  Just throw a few books at them and they'll come out okay.  They'll learn.


But still the problem that you've posed there is a big one.  The majority of White Memphans has taken a certain solution to that problem that has been private schools.  That's why our public schools, although they're not as bad as people say they are by far, they tsill are still in danger of going down the drain though if we don't really support them more.

Rayanne Creemer:
Let's back up now.  We're gonna run out of the tape.  What would you say then made the ideal neighborhood?

[01:48:00]
Darrell Richardson:
I think the ideal neighborhood would be made up of people  of various age groups and people that would compromise something of a slice of life so that in your own neighborhood you're gonna have some experience in dealing with groups somewhat like you're going to have to deal with in your future life and profession and so forth.


But you see, in almost any suburban community there's no way to fulfill the little formula I just gave you.  No way to do it.

Virginia Donaway:
Well thank you so much.

[End of Audio]
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