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[0:00:00]
Interviewer:
- seventy-nine.  This is Rayanne Creemer and Peggy Jammerson on the Vollentine-Evergreen Neighborhood and Public Policy Project.  We are funded by a grant from the Tennessee Committee for the Humanities.  We're going to interview Judge Harry Wellford, who lived in the neighborhood and Peggy, I'm gonna want you to start.  Hold that.
Interviewer 2:
Harry, could you tell me a little bit about your family moving into Hein Park?  What year, about, was it and where did they move from?

Interviewee:
Well because they moved before I have any specific memory but I believe that I'm correct that they moved about the middle 1920s and my father was a young businessman at that time and they – this was a new area that was developing and they were interested in that area

[0:01:00]


among other reasons, my father worked at Chickasaw Cooperage Company, which was out on Pershing and near the railroad, which is now the Iverson Pond Plant and so this was fairly near and in a new neighborhood that was developing and there were a lot of other younger families developing and there were children coming along in my family when they moved in the mid-1920s in Hein – what was then known as the Hein Park area.  We moved on West Drive.
Interviewer 2:
What was that number?

Interviewee:
807 West Drive.  Ours was the last house, at that time – for many years my early childhood I remember we were the most northern house on West Drive, nearest to Jackson.  Next door to us was an older house that was occupied by 

[0:02:00]


Morris Hein, who I believe was a relative of the developer of the subdivision.  The development really began at the south end; that is along North Parkway and then spread, gradually, to the north and I suspect that my family bought the property because it was less expensive at that end and they were just starting out and building a new house.  They moved from Strathmore, over on East Parkway.

Interviewer 2:
Same general area?

Interviewee:
Yes, and that was primarily to be near the place that they worked and it was then considered out in the northeast part of Memphis.

Interviewer 2:
Really almost country.

Interviewee:
Yes, and many, many recollections at that time were very – were a number of vacant lots.  There was a house across the street

[0:03:00]


that the Raynors lived in.  James Raynor and they – I remember the Raynor children being born, one who became the Cotton Carnival King and in the cotton business and – but I remember many, many open lots and fields and that went all through the '30s, of course, during the depression times because there was relatively little building going on during those years.  It was a surge of development in the 1920s.  It slowed down considerably in the 1930s and then began again after World War II.

Interviewer 2:
Two.  Now this is the only house you lived in, really – 
Interviewee:
Yes, I lived in that house – 

Interviewer 2:
- till you married?
Interviewee:
- until I married for 25 years and so I was very familiar with that neighborhood.  I lived and went to the school that was in that area, 

[0:04:00]


Snowden School, from the first through the ninth grades and the ones that we went to school with were combined the – in junior high from the Snowden Elementary, Vollentine School, and the school that was out in Binghamton.  So it was quite a mix in that area.  You had Hein Park and you had ones in the McLean area and then you had those that were over from Vollentine and those that were out from Binghamton.

Interviewer 2:
And you and your sisters all went to Snowden?

Interviewee:
All of the children went to Snowden through the ninth grade, I believe.  One or two of my sisters may have started in Hutchersons in the ninth grade or the tenth grade but most of us went all the way through Snowden Elementary and Junior High.

Interviewer 2:
And would that have been typical of most of the families

[0:05:00]


in – 

Interviewee:
Very, very.  Most all of the children that I knew and in the neighborhood went to Snowden and then to Central.  Quite a few that were at Snowden also went to Memphis Technical High School, Tech High, but those were the schools – very few of them went to private schools and a few would go off in prep school – very few, though.

Interviewer 2:
Harry, what about any other people who, or you particularly remember in the area, families who were there?

Interviewee:
Well, there were places – and I hope that I'm within your Vollentine area.  I remember particularly the old Gage House on Trezevant, which has now become the Faith Temple or Tabernacle.  It's a lovely old, white frame 

[0:06:00]

as I recall but with columns and a large house and it was a social center.  The Gages, I don't know in what business or how they developed their wealth but they were wealthy people and this was a lovely place over on Trezevant, just north of the Summer Intersection.  I remember that place in particular and my feeling is that as far as my particular house was concerned, it was the oldest house that was in the immediate neighborhood.  Down across Jackson on what's Springdale, there was a spring and there was sort of a, I don't know what you'd call it, a club that people would come and have the spring available but they'd have picnics and my recollection was listening at night
[0:07:00]


when have some other besides spring waters that were going on and there was a lot of activity around in that Springdale area, just north of Jackson.  
Interviewer 2:
We felt that that had to be an interesting spot and the Springdale name.

Interviewee:
It was and Jackson, considered an eyesore by the people in Hein Park, was a little store by Mr. Solomon ran, a little frame store and there were a few very modest houses north of Jackson and along Springdale were a series of black families, houses that lived – and this was sort of a pocket just north of Hein Park but my earliest recollection was just a lot of open field and that Springdale area and the spring.  Of course, Southwestern came in 

[0:08:00]


in the early 1920s and it had just finished the campus and so that whole area was new and developing at that time.

Interviewer 2:
Were the residents of Hein Park glad about this?  Did they – 

Interviewee:
Yes, I think they were very pleased because the college was a beautiful gothic type thing with a lot of open land and a lot of area for development and my recollection there is that for years and years, the children  in the neighborhood used to go over – they had to build a railroad track into Southwestern to bring this stone from Arkansas Quarries for the Southwestern buildings and they had big stacks of stone along each side of the railroad tracks.  It was there for years, awaiting the future buildings and the children would play on these piles of stone that were along the railroad track leading from Jackson in southwardly from Jackson into the Southwestern Campus, but it was a great 
[0:09:00]


big open field area and not particularly well kept but it was a place where children can play and there was not much worry about it.  Developing around Southwestern was University Circle, with a row of little houses that came into the late 1920s and then University Street, with some apartments that were accommodating the Southwestern community and faculty and houses that the Southwestern faculty moved into.  These were – none of these houses as I recall in that area, Southwestern west across to McLane, they're all lying north of North Parkway – was old.  They were not a lot of old – they were houses that had probably come into being in the World War I vintage or thereabout.
Interviewer:
Excuse me, I just wanna interrupt one minute.  When you talked about 

[0:10:00]

Springdale, do you remember when the club or whatever it was closed or when that area – 

Interviewee:
Vaguely.  My recollection would be that it closed somewhere around in the early 1930s at the latest, but I do recall some vigorous activity during the evenings, as you could hear people really having a good time over – 

Interviewer 2:
Was there a pavilion or something that was – 

Interviewee:
There was a little pavilion, a little building around what was a spring.  Well, Cypress Creek ran through a part of Hein Park and then on through that property and how the spring was related to Cypress Creek, I imagine it drained into Cypress Creek.  I'm not particularly sure.

Interviewer 2:
There's a second creek in that our neighborhood and it's called Lick Creek.  Cypress and Lick.  Are you – 

Interviewee:
Not too familiar with Lick Creek.  I recall going over to Vollentine School and

[0:11:00]


having contests with Snowden and Vollentine and I recall the Vollentine Golf Course, which was one of the early semi-private – it was privately operated, that is not municipally owned but they were trying to operate a golf course on a fee basis and it was in existence over next to Vollentine School or where Vollentine School is now.  My earliest recollection was in the very early 1930s, and had a lot of use.  It was a very sporty, nice little golf course and now the synagogue is located on a substantial part of what was the golf course.

Interviewer 2:
Did you play on it?

Interviewee:
Yes, I played on it with my mother.  

Interviewer 2:
Yeah?

Interviewee:
Remember going over there several times to play.  My golf was pretty wild and wooly but there were not a lot of ladies that were playing at that time.

Interviewer 2:
Right.

Interviewee:
Mostly men.

Interviewer 2:
Some people have 

[0:12:00]

mentioned to us a tennis court in Hein Park.

Interviewee:
Oh yes.

Interviewer 2:
Had one and the neighborhood shared and kept up.

Interviewee:
They did.  They had a tennis court for a while, for a short time.  It was a clay court and it didn't survive for many years.

Interviewer 2:
Where you Wellfords started out playing?

Interviewee:
Well, we played some there.  We played on the public courts that they had over at Vollentine Park, which wasn't too far away from – bicycle ride distance.  The big places in Hein Park that I remember were the Leatherwood home, which Dr. Leatherwood built – now is still there but it's right, immediately adjacent to Southwestern on West Drive, a large stone house.  It was a very imposing place.  I remember the house that T. Walker Lewis, with Lewis Supply Company and his sons, 

[0:13:00]


Frank Lewis and Walker Lewis lived there for years and years.
Interviewer 2:
Where was that, Harry?

Interviewee:
That is on West Drive, several doors down from the Leatherwood property.

Interviewer 2:
Okay.

Interviewee:
I remember the Hass Property.  They were with the Slumber products mattress and they lived there for a number of years.  Bob Hass and Ronnie Hass and Suzanne Hass and a large family that lived there and were there for many years.  The Metcalfes had a home and lived in their home.  It was a very settled neighborhood in Hein Park.  Relatively few people moved.  When they lived there, they lived for years – and I can name you dozens of families that lived in Hein Park at the same house for 20 and 25 years.
Interviewer 2:
Was the Parkway pretty much as it is now?

[0:14:00]
Interviewee:
Parkway was a lovely street with trees on either side that became more and more scarred with automobiles clipping into them from time to time but very lovely street with a center green area with trees and shrubs and of course the zoo on the south side of North Parkway.  I remember when the zoo had animals in natural pens, the deer and elk and other things, which were right across from Hein Park and a lot of the times, the children coming home from Snowden would feed the animals that were located in a very normal, almost natural, setting along North Parkway.

Interviewer 2:
Harry, did your mother or father ever mention Terrytown to you?  You ever hear about Terrytown?

Interviewee:
I don't have any recollection 

[0:15:00]


of hearing about Terrytown.

Interviewer 2:
Trying to – 

Interviewer:
When did your family move away?

Interviewee:
My family moved away in about the mid-1950s.  So they lived there for 30 years, which was not unusual.  In Hein Park, families were there for many, many years.  The most imposing homes in Hein Park were along North Parkway, originally and immediately adjacent to North Parkway but in the area, generally, it was very – outside of Hein Park was what you would call, I think, a very typical middle class family-

[0:16:00]


oriented situation with very few little small market stores and a drugstore which served primarily the Southwestern and Snowden School areas.
Interviewer 2:
Well now, do you remember who they sold their home to?

Interviewee:
No, I have the deeds and the things that I can look up if it will be of any interest to that from whom they acquired the property and my recollection is that they sold the home to the church that was built down on Jackson and Springdale, which was the Church of Christ, I believe.

Interviewer 2:
Yeah.

Interviewee:
And they sold that as a manse to that church.

Interviewer:
Oh.  That's right _____ also I wonder if you were familiar with any of the blockbusting things happened years later in the area?  You know, we know that 
[0:17:00]


some things occurred but we – I would like a coherent description of what happened.

Interviewee:
I really – I wish that I knew more of the circumstances and details.  In the – as in most other areas of Memphis, you had a very – my childhood recollection and school recollection is that there was a rather definite delineating line, either by a railroad track or a creek or a ditch, between the so-called white neighborhoods and the black neighborhoods and, of course, as the Vollentine area, Cypress Creek, Cypress Vollentine area has developed, it has become more and more a black community.  More and more black integration and movement into what

[0:18:00]


had been white areas.  I really have – since moving away after World War II – have no first-hand, definite knowledge about what did transpire and my information may really not be very helpful, I think – just very general and hearsay.

Interviewer 2:
Harry, would you comment on the West Drive case and closing of West Drive?

Interviewee:
I really would not comment.  Of course that is case that's received some public attention and it's a case that is apparently still pending in court and there's a hearing to be held shortly and I think it would be inappropriate for me to make any comment at all about any circumstances pertaining to the case.  Certainly, I think neither Judge McRae 

[0:19:00]


nor I would have something to do in the trial level with the deciding of that case, would really not be in a position to make any comment about it.  We'll be all interested in seeing what the outcome of it is.

Interviewer 2:
When do you think that outcome will – 

Interviewee:
I have no idea.  An expedited hearing, from what the papers say.  That's an unusual thing and if there is an expedited hearing, perhaps they'll get a decision sooner than it would otherwise be expected.

Interviewer:
____ ____ something happen since the mandate?
Interviewee:
Yes, that's the expedited hearing before the Court of Appeals – 

Interviewer 2:
Mm-hm, that's what he's talking about.

Interviewee:
- within the next few weeks.

Interviewer 2:
Right.  Well Harry, would you have any comment on – this was obviously a good neighborhood for you and your family and many people, a stable neighborhood and would you have any comment on just what does make a good neighborhood in your opinion?

Interviewee:
Well I guess all of us affected subjectively by our own personal experiences and I just,

[0:20:00]


I felt that it was a – my association was growing up with a group of young people and families.  They were there, year after year.  You developed a close personal, relationship with people in your neighborhood and people generally were aware of what was happening with the families and their neighbors and where their children were going to school and when a good thing happened to them or when something unfortunate happened to them.  We had plenty of places to play and so my recollection, the school and neighborhood was really a very happy and I think back that many white people were very satisfied and happy with their own thing and were not conscious 

[0:21:00]


and aware of all the problems and the deprivations that were happening in other communities, and I think that's one of the problems and difficulties, of course, that Memphis and the heritage and background that is Memphis has to overcome – a connection and a concern and association between the races, which we really did not experience to any extent as I recall it in growing up.  The contacts and associations would be in the role of those who worked for blacks who worked, primarily for whites but not on a personal, friendship, social intercourse kind of thing.  We were not conscious and aware of it at that time, as we later became, particularly with World War II, 

[0:22:00]


when we began to have more contacts and associates.

Interviewer 2:
Do you think _____ can remain an integrated neighborhood and how do you think Hein Park will – in fact I understand the first black has bought into Hein Park.

Interviewee:
Oh yes, oh I think so.  I think it will and can become an integrated neighborhood.  Hopefully, with the comeback of public schools and the development of the public school that this will be an added factor to stabilizing and a satisfactory integrated situation.
Interviewer 2:
What do you think keeps the neighborhood, though, from just completely turning over?  We studied Cherokee and that neighborhood went very quickly, whereas VECA seems to kinda be drifting slowly and have _____ periods, but then it kinda drifts a little bit more and stops again.

Interviewee:
I don't know.  That's a hard, hard 

[0:23:00]


question to answer.  We've been concerned about – all of us that have to do with public schools and integration of public schools and school plans and other things.  There seems to be in school sand in neighborhoods, so-called tipping points and for whatever reasons, when it gets to a certain percentage, then you have a difficulty in keeping it integrated.  It then becomes entirely, or almost entirely, of one particular race and that's not peculiar to Memphis at all.

Interviewer 2:
It is not.  That's a national trend.

Interviewee:
It certainly is and my experience in cases that have come before the court in Western District of Tennessee, it happens all over this area.  It's not peculiar to Memphis and from what my fellow judges tell me at conferences that we attend, that it's a very typical

[0:24:00]


national characteristic that we need to solve some way or another.

Interviewer 2:
Is the tipping place generally 50 percent or is it another ____ – 

Interviewee:
Probably somewhere around that area.  It may be less in some instances and situations and – but I would say that's the highest point.  It would likely be somewhat lower than that.  
Interviewer 2:
All right, well thank you so much, Judge Wellford.

Interviewee:
Okay.

Interviewer:
Who should we talk to?

Interviewee:
E. B. Lemaster.  L-E-M-A-S-T-E-R.  The Lemaster family have a whole series of houses on Jackson, beginning approximately area of McLean on the south side of Jackson and extending down almost to University and – 

Interviewer:
Did they develop the area?

Interviewee:
I think they did develop that area on Jackson.

Interviewer 2:
Have you ever heard what McLean is named for?

Interviewee:
I don't know.

Interviewer 2:
McLean Street?

Interviewee:
I don't know.

Interviewer:
Do you know where any of the streets got their names, even in Hein Park?

Interviewee:
No.

[0:25:00]


West Drive was on the west side, generally, of the park and East Drive – 

Interviewer 2:
Directions.  

Interviewee:
- Cypress Drive was named for Cypress Creek.  Cross Drive – they were very unimaginative names in Hein Park.  Cross Drive, North Drive, South, West Drive, East Drive – it really wasn't anything – 

Interviewer 2:
Those were just purely direc-

[End of Audio]
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