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[0:00:00]

Pat Faudry:
This is Pat Faudry on April 17, 1979 with Betty Tilley.  This morning we're talking with Mr. Jim Wood living at 1662 Autumn in Memphis.  This project on Memphis neighborhoods and public policy is sponsored by the Metropolitan Interfaith Association through a grant from the Tennessee Committee for the Humanities.  You've lived in this area for quite a while.  Tell us when you moved here and just an idea of what the area looked like when you first moved here.

Jim Wood:
[Chuckle] I moved here in 1922 from Little Rock, Arkansas.  [Coughs]  I had gone over there in 1919 to establish a business for a local company who –

[0:01:00]


the Arkansas people like to have their billings come out that's easily understandable.  They liked to have their bills come from Arkansas, not from Memphis, not from Chicago or Cincinnati, but Little Rock or some other point in Arkansas.  So I went to Arkansas in 1917 and established a fissure cement roofing company for one of the fissure Lyme and Cement Company and then I came over here in 1922 to join the Fissure Lyme and Cement Company, the parent company of the Fissure Cement Roofing.  And I was with them until 1936 when I was – when I went with Jogtoy Incorporated as Vice President and retired –

[0:02:00]


from Jogtoy in1936 as Senior Vice President.  

Pat Faudry:
1936?

Jim Wood:
Yeah.  That's about now, what you be interested in, however, is not individuals so much as the neighborhoods and changes in neighborhoods.  Now, this particular neighborhood, in 1922 when I moved to Memphis, has not changed much except that at the same time that I was building my house in 1922, these houses across the street, this block on Dickenson Street, was being built.  But the other houses from here to –

[0:03:00]


Overton Park, for the main part, are older houses and were already built at that particular time.  Now, the second, this house adjacent to me, was built two years later in 1924 by a girl who was – no, it was built by – first by the man who became head of the core of engineers that – West Memphis.  G. __ Millar.  And he was in my class at Purdue University.  So when I –

[0:04:00]


when I found out that he owned the lot next door, that made me very happy because we had been the best of friends in school.  

Pat Faudry:
How did you come to choose to move into this area?  How did you come to select this are to move into to build?

Jim Wood:
Well, I wanted to get not too far away from my – the place where I was going to work.  And I didn't want to get too far out east because things east of the parkway, the roads mainly were gravel roads 57 years ago in 1922.  

Pat Faudry:
What about the road here?

Jim Wood:
This had been paved –

Pat Faudry:
This was already topped.

Jim Wood:
It was paved long before –

[0:05:00]


this.  Now this whole neighborhood, with the exception of this block of houses along there, Avalon and Azlith from Overton Park Avenue down here to Popper were pretty well all build up.  Those houses, most of those houses there, are older than this house.  And there were very few vacant lots on this street in here.  This was house was built in 1922 and Garner Miller, my friend and the head of the Core of Engineers across the river, build in 1924.  The third house that two story brick house, was the third house –

[0:06:00]


from here, had been built several years prior to that time by a plumbing contractor J.W.X. Walter Brown.  Brown Moore was the name of the company.  And there were not many vacant lots in these two blocks.  Most of the houses had been built in – are older than this house.  

Betty Tilley:
What about north of the parkway?  Was there area being developed about the same as this?

Jim Wood:
Yes.  North of the parkway was – after you got a couple blocks north of the parkway, it was mainly undeveloped.  Subdivision.  They had a –

[0:07:00]


section out there called the Devil Springs.  And that section was on Lake Ridge.  It was north of the parkway at the neighborhood of Halllwood Street.  And the property at that time was owned by the Memphis Street Railway Company, which was a private company until some few years later.  And they used to have a big one-day party out there around the fourth of July and the whole town would flock to Devil Springs.

Betty Tilley:
Devil Springs.  Was it really a spring?

Jim Wood:
Then they sold that property to independent developers and –

[0:08:00]


then the property was residential property and was built as such.

Betty Tilley:
Here, you actually bought your lot directly.  Did you buy your lot directly from an individual here?  

Jim Wood:
I bought it from an individual, yes.  

Betty Tilley:
Yeah.  But you did the building yourself.  Or subdivides.

Jim Wood:
Well, I had the building.

Betty Tilley:
Right.  There wasn't –

Jim Wood:
I had the building done.  And at that time, the church across the street just so happened was a Presbyterian Church to the same denomination that my wife and myself belong to.  So we were members of that church.  Now that building over there was built about 19 – almost “06 or some ways along in there. 

[0:09:00]


The ground was given by Colonel Galloway who at that time occupied the big old Galloway home at the corner of Overton Park Avenue and McLane over there.  And that was given to the Second Presbyterian Church by Colonel Galloway who has specified that the ground should – there should always be a church.  It should be used always for church purposes.  And when we – of Evergreen Presby – the Second Presbyterian Church –

[0:10:00]


partially through grant and partially through sale turned the deed over to that is when the church was built in about 1906.  They turned the deed then over to Evergreen Presbyterian Church, a new congregation.  And then when we, the Evergreen Church, outgrew that building, some years later, we sold it to the Mormon Church.  And the Mormons occupied.  They were wonderful neighbors.  They occupied that building for perhaps 10 years before they outgrew it.  And then they sold it to one of the highly emotional types of religion and we had the holy rollers.  That was before –

[0:11:00]


before they had air-conditioning in many of the public buildings.  So we had the holy rollers all over the street for a while and that church has – there have been, probably, since that time, 8 or 10 different congregations in there.  None of them have been large enough to pay the heating bill, the utility bills and at the same time, sustain the amount that's here and then pay the rent on the building.

Betty Tilley:
What group is there now?  I noticed it's just called “The Temple.”

Jim Wood:
I don't know.  That's something I should know but I don't know a thing about it other than I think there are a couple of families that live downstairs at the south of Dickenson Street there.

[0:12:00]


But I see very, very few cars around there so if it's a church, they don't have any sustaining money because they don't have any kind of a congregation or at least not congregation enough to take care of the current bill so I don't know.  Maybe the lady who owns the church has – just lets them stay there.  I don't know.

Betty Tilley:
Who owns it now?

Jim Wood:
Some lady from Covington, Tennessee, I understand.  I don't know her name but it was my son who was a builder said something six or eight months ago that he had seen in the real estate news that some lady from Covington, Tennessee had bought it for the first mortgage –

[0:13:00]


which was $18,000.00.  

Betty Tilley:
Wow.

Jim Wood:
From the Mormon Church.  The Mormons, all these years, retained a mortgage because they couldn’t get rid of it.  

Pat Faudry:
Pretty good buy.

Betty Tilley:
Yeah.  

Pat Faudry:
So the stipulation was that it be occupied –

Jim Wood:
You could buy a place, and you plan to invite--

[Crosstalk]

Pat Faudry:
But it hast to be a church still.

Jim Wood:
To occupy to pay the rent.

Pat Faudry:
It still has to be a church?  Would it convert back if they just tried to make it into a home or something?

Jim Wood:
It seems to me, my recollection is that I have – I believe I have seen the original deed.  'm not certain about this now – from Colonel Galloway to the Second Presbyterian Church, specifying that it shall always be used for church purposes.  So I don't know.  It might be able to get –

[0:14:00]


around that but it isn't a good location for a high-rise apartment because it isn't too close to grocery stores and shopping centers and one thing and that sort.  So I doubt if anything ever comes of its use other than perhaps they can find somebody that's a congregation large enough to pay the expenses on it.  

Betty Tilley:
Yeah.  You came in '22.  Tell me when you started receiving other city services.  You said that the streets were paved in '22.

Jim Wood:
Well streets this side of the parkway were paved.

Betty Tilley:
That's what I mean.  Right.

Jim Wood:
Beyond the parkway, some were paved and some were not.  

Betty Tilley:
Right, but this had generally been developed with good streets –

[0:15:00]


in.  What about things like sewers, streetlights, telephones?  Did you have these things?

Jim Wood:
Oh yeah.

Betty Tilley:
These were here and ready for you.

Jim Wood:
Yes.  

Betty Tilley:
It was not a matter of extending lines or anything.  Yeah.

Jim Wood:
Yeah, it was all city utilities, draining’s and streetlights, one thing or another and all that sort of relevant stuff were all installed here.

Pat Faudry:
What about any kind of neighborhood associations?  Any groups that met to –?

Jim Wood:
Yes, we had the – I was along with the Evergreen Civic Club who has regular meetings and at one time, were a very active organization.  And –

Betty Tilley:
Do you know anything about –

Jim Wood:
And we bought, as –

[0:16:00]


the Evergreen Civic Club, we bought the property, Stone Face Property at Overton Park Avenue and Evergreen Street here, which was owned by then by a man named of Collins who was a funeral director – Collins.  Owner of the Collins Funeral Home.  That was the home then for several years of the Evergreen Civic Club.  And interest in the club, or the clubhouse at the Collins home, was only on the northeast corner of Overton Park Avenue and Evergreen Street out here.  Just _ corners, across here a block.  But interest lagged.

[0:17:00]


Well, we had all utilities and so on.  We were more or less meeting were more or less social affairs.  So we received an offer from – I can't remember – some individual who went along and converted them into apartments.  Or a couple of apartments anyway.  And if I remember right, the sale price was about $16,000.00.  And the committee of the Evergreen Civic Club consisting of myself, of E.O. Bailey Senior of the Raven State Farmer Brush, Hobbs and Bailey.  Evo Baily Senior and Douglass Johnston, who is dead –

[0:18:00]


Bailey is dead and Douglas Johnston is dead.  And myself, I think another individual.  I can't remember who it was.  But at any rate, we sold that property for about $16,000.00 and at the request of one of the members of the boards, we gave $1,000.00 of it, I remember, to the Salvation Army and I think the balance went to Southwestern.  And that has been quite a few years ago.

Betty Tilley:
Yeah, I was gonna ask you.  Do you have any idea when that was?

Jim Wood:
What?

Betty Tilley:
Do you have any idea when that sale took place?

Pat Faudry:
It was right after World War II.  I found clippings in the library on the Evergreen Club and according to those clippings, originally there were two clubs, one for the men and one for the women.  And the women's club had bought the home and there were having trouble paying for it and the two clubs merged.

Jim Wood:
That's right.

[0:19:00]

Pat Faudry:
And then jointly, they took it over.  

Jim Wood:
I don't know why – there was a woman on that board, too and she was very much interested in the Salvation Army.  So for that reason, they – $1,000.00 was given to the Salvation Army and the balance of the income funds was given to Southwestern.  Now, there were – the second house up here, two story brick house, I remember was sold for the amount of first mortgage back in 1931 or '02, for $3,400.00.  

[0:20:00]


The building is still the ___ ever since.  It's in pretty good shape.  Back in those days, that was built was before this.  A lot of these houses were built before this house.  But for instance, the standard – the Federal Housing Administration standard – for floor construction is two by eights, sixteen sevenths.  This floor, which extends over the basement, is two by twelve sixteen and sevenths.  Everything in those days was built – that is better houses were all built with much higher standards than the Federal Housing Administration has today.  For instance, nine foot ceilings instead of –

[0:21:00]


eight foot, which is today's standard.  And then moldings were all installed by craftsmen other than just by ordinary carpenters.  

Pat Faudry:
It's nice molding.

Jim Wood:
And the houses were – better class houses were much better than present FHA standard houses.  

Pat Faudry:
This property around here, did one person own most of it and just sell it gradually, different people owned it?

Jim Wood:
When I moved here, this subdivision was all divided into lots and most of the houses were – most of these houses, particularly on this side of the street, were already built.

[0:22:00]


So I'm in practically a new house.  

Pat Faudry:
Do you know who originally subdivided it?

Jim Wood:
It had been subdivided some time before, some few years before, and a good many of these houses had been, oh, 6 or 8 years, 10 years old probably before.  So that's before my time.  

[Laughter]

Pat Faudry:
We'll have to find some old person and ask them won't we?

Jim Wood:
Yeah.  [Laughs]  You'll have to find somebody that's more than 90 years of age.  

Pat Faudry:
What do you know about concerns of the neighborhood right now?  Do you feel like you have adequate fire protection, adequate police protection?  Do you feel like there's any pressing need –

[0:23:00]


of the neighborhood?

Jim Wood:
No complaints. 

Pat Faudry:
No complaints.  You feel like you're well served.  

Jim Wood:
I think we're – have the average, about the average, about what you can expect.  Possibly better protection from the standpoint of police protection than houses further out because they're more league or added protection as you move towards the mid-city.

Betty Tilley:
Do you – I had a question.  What was it?

Jim Wood:
But we have a very, today, a very quiet neighborhood here.

Pat Faudry:
Seems to be very quiet.  

Jim Wood:
Everyone, I think, practically – I think I'm safe in saving that everyone, practically everyone owns their own home.  

Pat Faudry:
Do you have some young families living around or have most of them lived –

Jim Wood:
Yes.

Pat Faudry:
here a long time?

Jim Wood:
Across the street –

[0:24:00]


there, there's – well, the family had been here for a long time, but they’re older people.  They're gone and younger people are –

Pat Faudry:
Taking over.

Jim Wood:
Yeah.

Pat Faudry:
That's good.  

Jim Wood:
And we do have a neighborhood of nice people.  Decent people.  No riff raff.  And there, I suppose we've ever had the riff evidently had been the Promised Land people across the street.  They'd be making so much noise.  But this is an amusing incident.  This has been six, seven, eight months ago that I saw a big truck drive up to the church over here which was vacant.

[0:25:00]


And they backed up to the front steps and the unloaded – it puzzled me – what looked like green top tables.  Well, what in the dickens?  Well, the last things they took out of the truck were two signs about as long as ___ said, “Bingo Today.”  I got a hold of one of my friends down at the department of Public Works and I said, “Now, I know you fellas have a good many complaints.  You've got a lot to do and a lot to worry about.  But I want to tell you something.  You have never had a worry like you will have if you don't do something about just imagining a Bingo parlor in a residential neighborhood here.”  And I said, “We are not going to stand for it -

[0:26:00]


for a single minute.”  So I said, “You better do something about it now if you want to save yourself a lot of headaches.”  The second day, a man came with 12 x 18 posters, said, “This property must be vacated immediately.”  There were two or three people standing on the steps across there, I think one of them, I suppose was the preacher.  And they tacked up – he tacked up – that sign and two or three days after that, truck came and removed the green top tables and the signs that read “Bingo Today.”  Now, of course, I'm not to be given credit for all of that, because I'm quite sure that many of people in the neighborhood also telephoned the Department of Public Works.  But at least we did get some action and we got it real quickly.

[0:27:00]

Betty Tilley:
Hm-hmm.  You were talking about the houses.  As I drove in, south side of Autumn, further east, there's a house that seems to be all boarded up on that side. 

Jim Wood:
I don't know.  Is it beyond the corner?  Beyond Evergreen?

Betty Tilley:
It might be.  It might be the next block.

Jim Wood:
I just don't know.  

Betty Tilley:
It might be on that next block that you don't really go to.  What do you remember about the controversy regarding the expressway through the park?

Jim Wood:
Ooooh.  

Betty Tilley:
That opens a can of worms.

Jim Wood:
That's been a controversial issue for 20 years.  And it never will be solved.  I mean, there will – the only thing you can say, the last design submitted by the state of Tennessee was a very, very nice looking – it was a cut and cover.  That is a –

[0:28:00]


large openings in the top and then there'd be a portion of space that would be covered with concrete on earth.  But it wasn't a tunnel.  It wasn't deep enough for a tunnel.  It was right near the surface and beautifully – they showed beautiful landscaping.  It would have been, in my mind, an answer to the problem of the Overton Park Expressway.  It would have gone through the park where the present streetcar systems goes through the park.  It would have tied in the east end of the expressway with the west end's –

[0:29:00]


stops just on the other side of Cleveland Street.  It's filled up in a dump there.  It would have been the answer, but the environmentalist continued to object and so it – the only thing that would make that route feasible – I mean, possible – would be an act of Congress, which we won't have.  So we've got to consider now alternate routes for I-40 which originally was to go through the north end of Overton Park and take down over about 25 acres.  Beautifully landscaped.  Looked a lot better than it does now.  And from and environmentalist standpoint –

[0:30:00]


would be a lot better than what we now have through there.  Streetcar hills, really are now.  On the paved road.  But so I have been one of those who had been very much for putting a beautiful, beautifully designed expressway across the same route that our present streetcar bus system goes.  

Betty Tilley:
What was the zoo like when you first moved out here?

Jim Wood:
What?

Betty Tilley:
The zoo?  Has it changed a lot over the years, the zoo?

Jim Wood:
The zoo?

Betty Tilley:
Uh-huh.

Jim Wood:
The only change has been changes for the better improvements.  And more higher quality animals.  And better management.

[0:31:00]


And then there's a playground just adjacent through the zoo, you know, on the side of the street.  Oh, I think we have a first class zoo and one in which we can really be proud of.  

Pat Faudry:
Yeah, it seemed like for a while, the zoo was kind of getting – been sold in the past few years.  

Jim Wood:
There have been a few sales.  Not many.  But I can't tell you what they – see, I retired about 10 years ago.  I worked until I was 80 years of age and then retired.  And since that time, I haven't been in seclusion, but I haven't had any interest in property values or anything of that sort such as someone would have had –

[0:32:00]


had they been in the real estate, connected with the real estate school.  I haven't the slightest idea other than – I do know that property values have increased to a great extent.  One of my friends, in the mid '30s, owned the apartment building up here at the corner of – I'm talking about this side of the street and this side of Evergreen Street.  That would be the northwest corner.  He was with the Core of Engineers.  He was bound to see me; he was transferred to the Little Rock office of the Core of Engineers.  Dropped by to see me before he left town and he told me that he had sold that property for $13,000.00.  Fine –

[0:33:00]


big, two story apartment house.  And I can scarcely believe, even though values were gravely depressed, I can scarcely believe it.  I said, “Oh, gee, Tom.  I would have given you $15,000.00 for that place if you...”  But the second house here, Marks and Benstore had a first mortgage on for $3,400.00.  And they got, about 1930 or '31 they had foreclose to get their $3,100.00 and they sold that property for $3,100.00.  

Betty Tilley:
Gosh.  Didn't most people around here hold on to their homes during the depression?

[0:34:00]

Jim Wood:
Yes.

Betty Tilley:
Most of them.

Pat Faudry:
Managed to keep paying notes.

Jim Wood:
Hm-hmm.  Most people did.  Because at that time, we were oh, I'd say what you might term “upper middle class” or “middle class” or “upper middle class” of people that the depression hurt very badly.  But depression enabled they have good credit ratings and so on and depression really didn't work all the damage that it did in many of the sections of the city.  

Betty Tilley: 
Well, what did some of the other people that lived around here do?  Do you remember?


Jim Wood:
The second house was owned by Walter Brown of – well, it was known as the Brown and Burnham Plumbing Company.  The people who put the –

[0:35:00]


fountain in the center of Cord Square Park.  And my house, beyond that, was owned by a plumbing and heating company.  A plumbing and heating owner.  His name was Lancaster.  Lancaster Plumbing and Heating Company.  He's been dead for years, of course, and he was – his son, I think, is an employee.  Jack Lancaster.  __ County at the present time.  And up in the last block were Wallenberg Cotton Company.  A man who either owned or – 

[0:36:00]


was connected with Wallenberg Cotton company.  Real estate people.  It was really a middle class neighborhood, but a very nice neighborhood.  And Angeles and Avalon Street, from Overton Park Avenue, down to Popper were comparatively new.  They were pretty well built up, but they were comparatively new houses.  That is, had been built possibly six, eight years before this house was built.  

Pat Faudry:
What was the oldest part of the neighborhood where the homes were first build?  Closest to the park? 

[0:37:00]  


Or the parkways?  

Jim Wood:
I think it might be – as old as any of the places were along here was Buena Vista Street.  From Overton Park Avenue to Popper.  Buena Vista is still a neighborhood of nice homes.  They've been well maintained.  And Autumn Avenue through here has been very well maintained. 

Betty Tilley:
It's a nice looking area.

Pat Faudry:
Very pleasant.

Betty Tilley:
Sure is.  

Pat Faudry:
Well, now tell us, can you think of somebody else, other people that we should talk to –

[0:38:00]


who've been here a long time, who know the neighborhood, who have something in particular, some reason we should talk to them?

Jim Wood:
Well, most other people I know have been – have moved in here, moved in this neighborhood in newer houses.  Mrs. Roy O. Harrison, for instance, in a one-story brick house on the other side of a two story brown house there.  Her husband was manager of a success laundry, which is now on Jefferson Street.  And she has lived there not as long as –

[0:39:00]


I've lived here, but almost as long.  Mrs. Roy O. Harrison.  The bungalow across the street there was occupied.  That was built before this house was.  It was occupied by Mr. and Mrs. George Eckert’s.  And their daughter married a man who still lives in that house.  

[0:40:00]

[Break in audio]

Pat Faudry:
[Inaudible due to picking up where taped had Break in audio.]

Jim Wood:
Most of the houses in this immediate neighborhood are really old houses but most of them have been – are occupied by decedents of people that originally owned those houses.  It never has been a rental neighborhood.  It's been a neighborhood of homeowners.  Say, is that you, Bets?

Female:
No, she's gone.

Jim Wood:
Huh?

Female:
She's already left.

Jim Wood:
Oh, she was here and gone, huh?  [Break in audio]  One's been with me now for about six weeks and they live in Washington –

[0:41:00]


and then Bethesda, Maryland which is a suburb of Washington, D.C.  The two girls live within three quarters of a mile of one another so they – makes it very convenient to keep contact.  They talk ____ every day and see one another two or three times a week.

Betty Tilley:
You know being a – Kate said that in talking with you that she learned that you knew Mister.  Crump pretty well.

Jim Wood:
What's that?

Betty Tilley:
Didn't she say that you knew Mister Crump?

Jim Wood:
Oh, yes, I knew Mister Crump very well.  I used to come to Mister Crump and O. H. Miller, the president of Choto Incorporated.  I used to come to them on up to the horse races at Hot Springs and also, to the –

[0:42:00]


Louisville Derby and Battle Creek Michigan and sanitarium.  And every now and then, I got more vacations than most people do.  The fact that I never counted those as vacation trips.  But Mister Ed Crump was a wonderful executive.  Very controversial figure.  Many people didn't like him.  He was a dictator but he was a benevolent dictator and the got things done.  Memphis really made wonderful progress during Mister Crump's lordship, you might say, or ruler.  And he was a great power in state politics –

[0:45:00]


also.  

Betty Tilley:
Did he still have red hair when you first knew him?

Jim Wood:
Yes.

Betty Tilley:
You remember him from the red snapper days.

Jim Wood:
I remember him when he had a lot of grays sprinkled with the red before he had white hair.

Betty Tilley:
Before he had the white.

Jim Wood:
But he was absolutely as honest.  He would tolerate no dishonesty whenever he ran across any dishonesty the man [Break in audio] -- Well, they came here in 1925 from Clarkesville, Tennessee.  They had a president who was a great man.  He was Charles Deal, the father of the present Charles Deal who has retired from English Major, I believe, at Southwestern.  But Charlie Dale was a combination –

[0:44:00]


a rare combination of an educator and an administrator.  And someone gave the quarry – an Arkansas man gave the stone quarry at Cerci at __ Arkansas to Southwestern and that's where all of the natural stone that Southwestern buildings are made of.  That's where they all came from.  And the deal was he brought Southwester here from Clarkesville, Tennessee and all during – he was a great fundraiser.  And all during the depression, he raised money.  And all the ground from Mallory Gymnasium at Southwestern clear out to –

[0:45:00]



clear out Jackson Avenue, belongs to Southwestern.  And they own two or three apartment buildings across the street, across University Street there.  So Charles Deal was a great administrator and he was succeeded – after his death, he was succeeded by another administrator who was a mighty fine man and that was Peyton Rhodes who still lives in Memphis.  You probably know him or know of him.

Pat Faudry:
That's another name.  

Jim Wood:
Peyton Rhodes.  

Pat Faudry:
Now, you were talking about schools.  Where did you children go to school when they were here?  I'm talking about grade school and junior high and high school.

Jim Wood:
They went Stoughton School.

Pat Faudry:
For grades one through eight.

Jim Wood:
That is through junior –

[0:46:00]


high.  Then over to Central.  

Pat Faudry:
Okay.  

Jim Wood:
And speaking of good administration and good education, Southwestern is regarded nationally as one of the leading small colleges of the country from an academic standpoint.  Educational advantages are great there.  And Southwestern, I don't think ever –

[0:47:00]


will be a large school.  They prefer to stay a small school, see?  Perhaps 1,100 or 1,200 people at the outside.  They prefer to stay small and maintain the very high educational qualities that they have always enjoyed.  

Betty Tilley:
They're still attracting good students, I know that.  

Jim Wood:
Oh, yes.  It's one of the finest in the country of the small colleges.

Pat Faudry:
In those clippings in the library about the Evergreen Club, it said – I think there was a couple of articles when the clubhouse was sold and then when the club was disbanded or suspended and it said that Evergreen had always supported Southwestern, the Civic Club.  

[0:48:00]


Do you know any particular ways that the Civic Club helped to support the college or just generally?

Jim Wood:
No, I don't other than by annual contributions.

Pat Faudry:
That's a good way.  

Jim Wood:
But the entire city of Memphis, from the standpoint of annual contributions, and particular the Jewish population, you know, we'd be the dickens of a shape if it weren't for the Jews in Memphis.  People like Abe Plow, Nat Burring and their big contributions to well-organized charities of Memphis charities.  All kinds of organized charities.  They’ve been – the turnout's just been –

[0:49:00]


wonderful.  And if the Jewish charitable contributions were suddenly taken from Memphis, we'd be in a hell of a shape.  

Pat Faudry:
You're right.  You're right.  

Jim Wood:
We really would.  

Pat Faudry:
It's true.

Betty Tilley:
I don't have another – oh, I know what I wanted to ask you about.  Evergreen was considered a neighborhood in itself.  You would say you lived in the Evergreen neighborhood?

Jim Wood:
Yes, it was – but I – it was just the neighborhood around, oh, say Everyone and Evergreen Street.  And perhaps a mile north was considered the Evergreen neighborhood.  It ran almost to –
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almost to Jackson.  

Betty Tilley:
That's interesting.  It went that far north.  Oh.  

Jim Wood:
Almost to Jackson.

Pat Faudry:
Well –

Jim Wood:
Of course there was a lot of those – a lot of those houses now, had not been built on Evergreen when you get to north of Parkway.  

Pat Faudry:
Yeah.  I remember you saying that.  Yeah.  

Betty Tilley:
Did we nail down –

Pat Faudry:
What were your other boundaries then?  What would you say were your other boundaries for Evergreen neighborhood?  

Jim Wood:
Well, perhaps Overton Fire Company on the east and on the west would be Cleveland Street a bit this side of – no, about Cleveland Street.  

Betty Tilley:
And south would be Popper?  Would you consider it as far south as Popper?

[0:51:00]

Jim Wood:
South Popper, yes.  

Pat Faudry:
Did we nail down when the things started?  ____.  Nobody seems to know.  That incorporation date of the women's club is the first thing we have.  What was that?  1907 or something like that?  

Betty Tilley:
You don't know that, Mister Wood, when it –?  Was the club started when you got here in '22, Evergreen Civic Club?

Jim Wood:
[Chuckles] I’m afraid I can't answer.  I don't remember whether it was Evergreen Civic Club was started then or whether it was later.  

Betty Tilley:
Bet if there was that much activity when you got here, it was already going.  Especially with this other incorporation date.  

Jim Wood:
I think you can probably get more information from the library as to things like Civic Clubs and one thing –
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and that sort than from any of the residents because we old timers remember those things but we – when it comes to dates, we...  It's hard to remember the dates.  

Pat Faudry:
Did you have a little newsletter back then?  A monthly news feed or newsletter or something?


Jim Wood:
I don't remember that we did.  There were a lot of telephone committees.  I don't remember that we had a newsletter though, which is more than you can about – we do have a newsletter now covering this district.

Pat Faudry:
Now you do.  That's why I thought maybe there had been an earlier one.  And you know, sometimes –

Jim Wood:
Could be, could be possible but I don't remember.  

Pat Faudry:
You might have started and stopped it.
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Well, is there anything you should tell us that we haven't asked you?

Jim Wood:
[Chuckles] I can't remember anything.  A real interest –

Pat Faudry:
How did you get to work?  Did you drive or take a streetcar?

Jim Wood:
Oh no, I drove.

Pat Faudry:
You drove.  Did most people drive?

Jim Wood:
What's that?

Pat Faudry:
Most people around here drove in?

Jim Wood:
Oh yes.

Pat Faudry:
Or out or whichever way they went.

Jim Wood:
Oh yes.  In '22, cars were quite prevalent then.  

Pat Faudry:
What about the speedway?

Jim Wood:
What?

Pat Faudry:
What about the speedway?  The Parkway.  What do you know about it?


Jim Wood:
[Laughs] Oh, the Parkway – it was much wider.  The green – the inner portion in between rows was much wider than it is now.  The roadway was just barely –
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wide enough for – well, it was one direction each way but it was only – our roadway wasn't more than about 12 feet wide.  And the residents of North Parkway, when they proposed to widen North Parkway, which traffic – the traffic got so heavy, that they had to come to it.  But I remember some attorney down on North Parkway saying that they're talking about – he was talking about accidents.  He said, “Well, accidents were caused by people.  That a tree was never known to jump into the middle of the Parkway and hit a car.”  And the next day, his own car [laughing] he got a little careless.  Went a little off the Parkway Road and into a tree.  I can't –

[0:55:00]


____ if I was there.  But every now and then there was a school, Snowden School, for instance, there was a hump about that high to slow cars down.  So they would have to – they'd just have to slow down when they passed the school.  It was compulsory because the hump was there and if you hit that hump once, you'd never hit it again.  

Pat Faudry:
That sounds like a good idea.  I think I know a few more they need to put up today.  ___ city, we'd say, “Leave the pothole on our street.  It slowed people up.”

Jim Wood:
Yes.  Our streets are not in too good shape.  All over town, we need to spend a lot of money on street repairs.  

Pat Faudry:
Bad weather really was hard on the streets.
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Jim Wood:
Well, these last two or three winters have been geez they really have been hard on the streets.  And they – it's pressed the city engineering department to get the work done even though they've had money, the necessary money, to make these repairs where many times they haven't been able.  There's been so many potholes to fill that they haven't been able to get that work done.

Betty Tilley:
How long did it take you to drive to town from here?  To get to work, I mean, let's say.

Jim Wood:
Oh, to get to work.  Well, my work was out in the Halllwood section and it only took me about 10 minutes.

Betty Tilley:
You went against the traffic.  You didn't have to fight the traffic.

Jim Wood:
Oh yes.  That's right.  

Pat Faudry:
Well, suppose you were going downtown say to Front Street or Main Street.  How long you think that would take people if they had to town to work?


Jim Wood:
Not long.  Not too long back in those days.
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In recent – now, today –

Pat Faudry:
Doesn't take too long today.  Actually, people are just impatient.  

Jim Wood:
So that requires a lot of patience and a lot of time.  If you're going north and south and of course, there must be someplace where you can travel on traffic lights, you have to wait quite a long time for those lights to change sometimes.  But you can't get through against the traffic.

Pat Faudry:
They didn't have up the traffic lights when you first came out.  Just they'd occasionally have those speed breakers to slow people down.

Jim Wood:
Tom Allen – on the Tom Allen's administration when Tom Allen was director of Public Works, traffic lights were first installed back in the '20s.  And Tom Allen was –
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as you probably know, was a Allen who originally formed the Allen __ Engineering Company, which still exists.  

Betty Tilley:
I'm a ___.  Well, Pat, anything else?

Pat Faudry:
I can't think of anything.  We appreciate your letting us come and pick your brain like this.

Betty Tilley:
Hope we're not tiring you out too much.  

Jim Wood:
[Laughs] I don't tire easily.

Both Women:
Well, that's good.  

[Break in audio]

Jim Wood:
Back in the old days it was – in Suma it was paved and much better conditions than the roads that lead into it.  Many of the roads prior to the '20s had stopped with the –
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Parkway.  Didn't continue on through.  You'd go on some places and you'd have to turn and well, Summer was always an open road although roads east, there was not very great many of them where they were paved.  They were graveled.  But not to that.  Not paved.

[0:59:27]
[End of Audio]
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