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Interviewer 1, Camille Sparks, Interviewer 2

Interviewer 1:
This is Pat Fawdry with Bina Cates on June 5, 1979.  We’re speaking with Miss Camille Sparks at 130 North McLean in Memphis.  Miss Sparks, tell us about when your family was first in Evergreen.

Camille Sparks:
I guess it was 1904 or 1905.  We lived over on Labelle Place, which is _______, and then my father built that house in Evergreen.

Interviewer 1:
It was at what corner?

Camille Sparks:
Forrest and Evergreen.

Interviewer 1:
Forrest and Evergreen?

Camille Sparks:
Mm hmm.

Interviewer 1:
You had mentioned earlier, you said something about the stone for the house; there was something interesting about that.

Camille Sparks:
It was turned up on this land in Joplin, Missouri at the time _______ Lake was formed by that earthquake, and this friend of my father’s told him if he’d paid the freight he could have the stone for his house.

[0:01:10]

Interviewer 1:
And so –

Camille Sparks:
So, that’s how he got –

Interviewer 1:
– he just paid the freight to get it –

Camille Sparks:
– the stone.  The fireplace in the living room had the stone from the ceiling down, but I was told somebody boarded that up.  Why, I don’t know, but I haven’t been in it since we lived there, so I don’t know just what it is.  And the outside, the top of it, was green and blended in with the trees, and I see now they have painted it yellow or cream, or something.

Interviewer 2:
Which corner is it on?

Camille Sparks:
It’s northeast corner.

Interviewer 1:
He built it in 1904 and 1905, along in there?

Camille Sparks:
Somewhere along there.

[0:02:00]

Interviewer 1:
And then you stayed in that house until when?

Camille Sparks:
Must have been 1911 or 1912.  My father had financial ______.  Don’t put that on there.

Interviewer 1:
Okay.  Yeah, and so you sold the house at that time?

Camille Sparks:
Mm hmm.

Interviewer 1:
Did you still live in the Evergreen area?

Camille Sparks:
Yes.  We moved down on Forrest, beyond Avalon, and then we moved down on Faxon.  We moved a lot in that time.

Interviewer 1:
When it was first built, describe the area.  First of all, when it was built I assume that there was water, electricity, those services were there when he was first building it.

Camille Sparks:
Mm hmm.

Interviewer 1:
Describe the area.  You mentioned that there were not many houses.  What about south of what is now Poplar or where the Speedway was?  Were there several houses there?

[0:03:02]

Camille Sparks:
They were scattered.  It was very scattered, very few houses.  The Carruthers lived what is now the Trinity Methodist Church.  What did they call it?

Interviewer 2:
Glen Mary?

Camille Sparks:
Glen Mary, and I think it was built by the Galloway’s first, and then they moved over on Overton Park, and their home is still standing.  I’m glad they didn’t take that in with this freeway business.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah.  What about north of Poplar?  You had mentioned earlier that there were just fields almost up toward the railroad tracks and – 

Camille Sparks:
From Poplar to Faxon is what I consider Evergreen – well, to the railroad track – and beyond that there was nothing but woods up to Jackson.

[0:04:12]


I think Jackson was there but there wasn’t any houses between the railroad and Jackson.

Interviewer 1:
Was it just fields?  Was it farmland?

Camille Sparks:
Just fields.  I don’t know who owned it or anything about it, except I know the gypsies used to camp up there.  One of them came up to mother and wanted her to put some ribbon on her skirt, and the skirt was five yards around.  I think she put two or three rows of ribbon around that skirt for her.  She wanted to tell the fortune and mother wouldn’t let her.

Interviewer 1:
How did she happen to come to your mother?  Was she known as being a seamstress?

Camille Sparks:
No.

Interviewer 1:
Just happened to pick your mother?

Camille Sparks:
They were up there, and I suppose nobody else would do it, and mother did it.

[0:05:03]

Interviewer 2:
Were the gypsies a common phenomenon when you were growing up there?  Did they stay permanently, camp permanently, or would they move and come back at certain times –

Camille Sparks:
No, they’d just move and others would come in.

Interviewer 2:
– the same ones come back certain times of year?

Camille Sparks:
I don’t know how often they were there, but I know they did camp up there.

Interviewer 2:
They’re such a disappeared group in American society.  Did you feel they were American extract, or did they seem of foreign origin?

Camille Sparks:
Well I was so little that I didn’t –

Interviewer 2:
Didn’t know.

Camille Sparks:
– know, but the Bailey’s, E.O. Bailey, lived back of us on Parkway in that – I think it’s still there – big yellow house then, and the Mondanaco’s lived where Miss Perkins lives now, Louis Mondanaco.

[0:06:02]

Interviewer 1:
Right.

Camille Sparks:
I think he’s dead.  In fact, Mrs. Mondanaco lived over here at the _______, and I think she died about a couple of years ago, didn’t she?

Interviewer 1:
I believe so.  We tried to trace her in the Bunton history, and – 

Camille Sparks:
I believe Ed is down in Florida now.  They were beautiful children.  We had a big fishpond in the back yard, but when they moved, my father filled it in.  He was afraid one of them would drown in that, so he filled it in.

Interviewer 2:
What did your father do?  What was his business?

Camille Sparks:
Well after he lost all of his money, he was a certified public accountant, but he was in a bank at first and it failed.

Interviewer 1:
Who were some other people, some other families that you remember in those early years?

[0:07:02]

Camille Sparks:
Well, Mr. Biles lived across Evergreen from us on Forrest.

Interviewer 1:
B-I-L-E-S?

Camille Sparks:
Mm hmm, W.S. Biles.

Interviewer 1:
Okay.  Now you gave me a lot of names -

Camille Sparks:
Did anybody give you Chellis Dukes’ name?  He lives next to the Johnson’s on Galloway, and his father was captain on the Kate Adams.

Interviewer 2:
What’s his first name?

Camille Sparks:
Chellis Dukes.

Interviewer 2:
How do you spell his first name?

Camille Sparks:
C-H-E-L-L-I-S.

Interviewer 1:
And just D-U-K-E-S?

Camille Sparks:
Mm hmm.

Interviewer 2:
What was the Kate Adams?

Camille Sparks:
Huh?

Interviewer 2:
What did you say he was captain of?

Camille Sparks:
Kate Adams boat.

Interviewer 1:
Is that a steamship?  I don’t know anything about that.

Camille Sparks:
It ran from here to New Orleans.

Interviewer 1:
Oh.

Camille Sparks:
It was a very fine boat at the time –

Interviewer 1:
That shows our ignorance.

[0:08:00]

Camille Sparks:
We used to go down to Helena on it.  My aunt lived in Helena and we used to go down there.  Chellis might be able to give you some information if he’s in the mood.

Interviewer 1:
Do you know anybody who might have some old pictures of the neighborhood, photographs or paintings?

Camille Sparks:
No, I don’t.

Interviewer 1:
Those are kind of hard to come by and it’s hard to find.  Okay, let’s go back to – we have a painting here of your grandfather.  Tell us about him.  You had earlier said that he was with the Lewis and Clark expedition.

Camille Sparks:
Mm hmm.

Interviewer 1:
Tell us about him and how he happened to come to Memphis eventually.

Camille Sparks:
Well he was a civil engineer, and I think he came with the railroads.  I know he was with the Mississippi Central.

[0:09:00]

Interviewer 1:
Excuse me, I forgot to even ask you his name.

Camille Sparks:
Williams.

Interviewer 1:
What was the first –

Camille Sparks:
John J. Williams.

Interviewer 1:
Okay.

Camille Sparks:
I think it ran from Memphis to New Orleans, and then it was changed to the IC, and he had an office in New Orleans and then he had an office in Jackson.  He was sent by Washington to London to see about the waterways of England, and he went to the library there and they pulled down his book and gave it to him.  He was standing in front of Nelson’s monument, and he felt somebody coming towards him, and the man said, “I thought I had painted those eyes,” and it was the man who had painted that picture.

[0:10:00]
Interviewer 2:
Have you got his book on waterways, on water – 

Camille Sparks:
I have a book that he wrote on the ______ of ______.  It’s all in Spanish, so I can’t read it.

Interviewer 2:
I couldn’t, either.

Camille Sparks:
But there’s some books of his in the library in Nashville and also in Congress library.

Interviewer 2:
Where had he come from originally?

Camille Sparks:
Oxford, Massachusetts.

Interviewer 2:
And did the government send him on this Lewis and Clark –

Camille Sparks:
I guess so.

Interviewer 2:
But you said it was Panama, right?

Camille Sparks:
Panama Canal.

Interviewer 2:
Was it he did some of the civil engineering –

Camille Sparks:
He was with _______ in Central America.  There’s a monument to him overlooking the Pacific in Central America.  He bought a house in Mexico City, wanted to live there, and my grandmother wouldn’t go.

[0:11:03]


I told mother I had been a little _______ if she had.  But I didn’t know him.  I was just three years old when he died.  I didn’t know him at all.

Interviewer 2:
Well what had brought him here then to settle for good?  How did he happen to come to Memphis to settle for good?

Camille Sparks:
I don’t know.  As a civil engineer, I guess.  I don’t know what made him come here.  He didn’t live in Memphis.  He lived in Jackson, Tennessee.  That’s where my mother lived.  That’s where I was born.

Interviewer 1:
Okay, so your father was from Jackson, also?

Camille Sparks:
He was from Somerville, but he lived in Jackson.  That’s where he met mother, I guess.

Interviewer 1:
What was your father’s name?

Camille Sparks:
Samuel Lawrence Sparks.

Interviewer 1:
Samuel Lawrence Sparks, and your mother’s name was – 

Camille Sparks:
Camille Williams.  I was named for her.  She didn’t have a middle name and I don’t, either.

[0:12:02]
Interviewer 2:
Were there other children in the family?

Camille Sparks:
My brother, and he’s dead.  Just the two of us.  That’s a picture of mother over there when she was about 12 years old.

Interviewer 1:
Maybe you were too young, but what do you remember about the starting of Overton Park?

Camille Sparks:
I don’t know much about that.  I think it was here when we moved in.  We used to go over there a lot.  The zookeeper’s little boy was in my grade at Snowden, in the third grade, and every time they had a new animal over there, we would go over.  I’ve held many a lion and tiger cub, and bear.  But we used to go over there.  He would tell us every time they had a baby animal born over there, and of course we’d rush right over to see it.

[0:13:11]

Interviewer 2:
What was his name?

Camille Sparks:
Ritemeyer.  I don’t know how you spell it.  R-I-G-H or R-I-T-E-M-E-Y-E-R, I believe.

Interviewer 1:
Do you remember anything about any other schools around here, besides Snowden school?  Schools were either white children or colored children?

Camille Sparks:
They were all white then.  I don’t know where the colored children’s school was.

Interviewer 1:
Do you remember any schools other than Snowden?

Camille Sparks:
Well, I went to Mario on Bellevue before they built Snowden.

Interviewer 1:
Okay, so you went to Mario what years?  First, second, third grade, something like that?

[0:14:02]

Camille Sparks:
No.  I started here in the first grade at Snowden, but I don’t remember how old I was then.

Interviewer 1:
Do you remember anything about a Lake family or a Lake –

Camille Sparks:
Yeah, Henry Lake.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah?  What do you know –

Camille Sparks:
They lived down on South McLean on the other side of Union.

Interviewer 1:
On South McLean, the other side of Union?  Okay.

Camille Sparks:
That isn’t Evergreen.

Interviewer 1:
No.  Henry W?  Was it Henry W. Lake?  Henry Winchester?

Camille Sparks:
I don’t know his initial.  I know it was Henry Lake.

Interviewer 1:
Henry?

Camille Sparks:
Mm hmm.

Interviewer 1:
Do you know if they ever had property north of Poplar?

Camille Sparks:
They may have, but when I was aware of them they lived on South McLean, which is not Evergreen.  I think that Evergreen district stops at Poplar.

[0:15:01]
Interviewer 1:
I think generally people do agree that sometimes it does go as far south as Madison, perhaps, but I think there’s controversy there even.  When we came in, you said you didn’t really remember much about the Evergreen Club.

Camille Sparks:
I don’t remember a thing about it.

Interviewer 1:
Whether your parents were members, or anything –

Camille Sparks:
Yes, they were members but that’s all I know.

Interviewer 1:
At that time, were there two clubs?  Was there one for the women and one for the men, or do you remember?

Camille Sparks:
I think they all went to the one club.

Interviewer 1:
Do you know where it met?

Camille Sparks:
On the corner of Overton Park and Evergreen on the northwest corner.

Interviewer 1:
Overton Park and Evergreen, and this was a house?

Camille Sparks:
Mm hmm.  The house is still there.

Interviewer 1:
Mm hmm.  Okay.  Do you remember anything about the formation of an Evergreen garden club?

[0:16:00]
Camille Sparks:
No.  I know mother was one of the ones forming the PTA here in Memphis.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah.  Tell me about that.  What do you know about that?

Camille Sparks:
I just know she was on the phone all the time talking about it.

Interviewer 2:
When it was started first?

Camille Sparks:
Mm hmm.

Interviewer 2:
Because that was at Snowden, right?

Camille Sparks:
Mm hmm.

Interviewer 2:
And it was the first one in the city?

Camille Sparks:
I think she helped to start the PTA in Memphis.  I know she was on the phone a lot about it all the time.

Interviewer 1:
And this is while you were still a student at Snowden?

Camille Sparks:
Mm hmm.

Interviewer 1:
From Snowden, where did you go?  Central?

Camille Sparks:
Central High.  I was there two years, and then I went to Normal.

Interviewer 1:
Oh, yeah.

Camille Sparks:
It was Normal, and then West Tennessee State Teachers College, and now it’s Memphis State.

[0:17:00]
Interviewer 1:
Yeah.

[Audio Distortion]
Camille Sparks:
______ there at Snowden when I was there are dead.

Interviewer 1:
We got the name of somebody the other day who was supposed to have taught there.  I can’t even remember now who it is, but the feeling was that this was at least one of the last teachers who had taught there.  I can’t remember – 

Camille Sparks:
I had Miss Rickets in the third grade, and then there was Mary Wells and ______ Wells, and Miss Mary Butler and Professor Duggar was the principal.  From there, he went to Central High.  And Miss Pritchett, Miss Erma Justice, those were the ones I know, and they’re all dead.  I believe Miss Ricketts is.  She ought to be.  She was old enough to be.

Interviewer 2:
Well you went from there to what must have been an unusual career, didn’t you, for that day and time?  Did you join the WACs after school?

[0:18:07]

Camille Sparks:
Not until after my mother died.

Interviewer 2:
What did you do after college?

Camille Sparks:
I worked in an insurance office, and then, after mother died, I joined the air force.

Interviewer 2:
Tell us where and – 

Interviewer 1:
When did you join then?

Interviewer 2:
– when.

Camille Sparks:
1944.  I was in Wales when the war ended.

Interviewer 2:
Where did your service take you, from the time you enlisted?

Camille Sparks:
Wales, and France and Germany, and Scotland and England, Spain.

Interviewer 1:
What were your duties during these years?

Camille Sparks:
Administrative.

Interviewer 2:
How long were you –

Camille Sparks:
In the service?

Interviewer 2:
– in the service?

[0:19:01]
Camille Sparks:
Twenty years.  That’s why I can sit here and do nothing now.

Interviewer 1:
You got a good pension.  That’s good.  So, you were there from ’44 to ’64?

Camille Sparks:
Yeah, ’64, and then I came back here and I worked at _______ from ’64 to ’72, I believe it was, and then I retired completely.

Interviewer 1:
What was it called, Women’s Air Corps?

Camille Sparks:
It started out the Women’s Army Air Corps, and then they changed it.  In 1948, the air force separated from the army and it was Women’s Air Force, WAF.

Interviewer 1:
Yeah.

Interviewer 2:
What was the longest period you were away from Memphis living after you left?

[0:20:01]
Camille Sparks:
I was only here on leave –

Interviewer 2:
That whole 20 years?

Camille Sparks:
– that whole time.

Interviewer 2:
Well when you moved back, what struck you as the most dramatic changes in the city –

Camille Sparks:
Have you read Thomas Wolfe’s book, You Can’t Go Home Again?

Interviewer 2:
Years ago, if at all, never all the way through so you’ll have to tell me.

Camille Sparks:
Well, that’s true.  I had to practically find new friends.  Several of mine had died, and the others had new interests.  I practically had to get all new friends.  It’s just not the same when you come back.

Interviewer 2:
Well, in personal ways, what struck you as having changed the most in the city, in the way of life or in the physical aspect of the city, or in the attitude, say –

Camille Sparks:
_______ the integration business.  Of course, there wasn’t any of that when I left here in ’44.

[0:21:04]


And then so many of the buildings had been torn down and others put up, and maybe not any put up.

[End of Audio]
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