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Interviewer 1, Frances Rosenstein, Interviewer 2, Unknown Female

Pat Fawdry:
This is Pat Fawdry with Betty Tilley.  This morning, we’re speaking with Miss Frances Rosenstein, F-R-A-N-C-E-S, R‑O‑S‑E‑N‑S‑T‑E‑I‑N, of 1640 Forrest in Memphis.  Today’s date is June 12, 1979.  This is a project sponsored by Metropolitan Interfaith Association through a grant from the Tennessee Committee for the Humanities.  When did your, You were talking about your brother-in-law having built this house.  When was it built?

Frances Rosenstein:
1906.

Pat Fawdry:
Okay, and at that time, what was around here?

Frances Rosenstein:
What was around here?  The house next door, the one I told you about.

Pat Fawdry:
Okay, the one east –

Frances Rosenstein:
If you get that piece of paper over there –

Pat Fawdry:
Okay.

Frances Rosenstein:
The only thing was this Wright house I got this check by, the Wright house.  That was that brick house up the corner.  It’s still up there, and that was recently sold and I saw the transfer in the paper.  That was sold for $80,000.00.

[0:01:06]
Pat Fawdry:
Okay, now the Wright house was at the corner of Forrest and Evergreen.

Frances Rosenstein:
That’s right, that’s it, and then this one here was that Harry Damon that I told you –

Pat Fawdry:
That’s right.  Harry Damon lived south –

Frances Rosenstein:
That was right over here, where they tore that down and –

Pat Fawdry:
This was the southwest corner of Dickinson and Evergreen, where there are now some townhouses, and that house was here when they moved here.

Frances Rosenstein:
The Harry Damon house, yeah.

Pat Fawdry:
The Damon house.

Frances Rosenstein:
Yeah, that one was there.  This one and this one here, and that Adler house, that’s the second house from the corner of Evergreen on this side of the street.

Pat Fawdry:
Up on the north –

Betty Tilley:
Inaudible coming this way.

Frances Rosenstein:
Coming this way.

Pat Fawdry:
The Adler house.

Frances Rosenstein:
Adler.

Pat Fawdry:
A-D-L-E –

Frances Rosenstein:
The Adler’s did not live in there then.  I don’t know who lived there, but I mean in later years it had been sold, and all like that, but I remember the Adler’s did live there.  And then, the house, the little cottage this side of them, was a Mrs. Forsythe and her husband lived there, and that was friends of my sister’s there.

[0:02:05]
Pat Fawdry:
Forsythe is spelled F-O-R-S-Y –

Frances Rosenstein:
F-O-R-S-Y-T-H-E, I think.  Now that’s the way I spelled it –

 Pat Fawdry:
I think so, too.

Frances Rosenstein:
– but I mean I don’t know.

Pat Fawdry:
Right.  Okay.

Frances Rosenstein:
It’s been so many years ago.  And then I think, as far as I can remember, I know this house was there.  This house here was built before this house; however, there has been some remodeling done to that house.

Pat Fawdry:
I noticed there’s an addition at the back.

Frances Rosenstein:
Well not only that, but it did not have a basement.  A basement was put in there in later years.

Betty Tilley:
That’s odd, isn’t it?  They added a basement.

Frances Rosenstein:
Huh?

Betty Tilley:
That’s odd, isn’t it?

Frances Rosenstein:
They added a basement –

Pat Fawdry:
Okay, that’s the house east of the Rosenstein house, and then next was a Bristol.

Frances Rosenstein:
The Bristol’s were living there when they bought it.  That’s what I think.  I think that’s who it was.  I’m not too sure about that.  And then, in later years was W. Preston Battle –

Pat Fawdry:
That lived in that house?

Frances Rosenstein:
– that lived in that house there.

[0:03:00]
Pat Fawdry:
Okay, just east of here.

Frances Rosenstein:
Mr. and Mrs. Battle, and they had a little son, Preston, Jr., and then this was my brother-in-law in this house –

Pat Fawdry:
You said your brother-in-law was Henry Gluck.

Frances Rosenstein:
Henry Gluck.

Pat Fawdry:
G-L-U-C-K.

Frances Rosenstein:
That’s right.

Pat Fawdry:
Okay, and the Battle’s, living east, was B-A-T-T-L-E.

Frances Rosenstein:
They lived over there.  And then, in later years, there were different ones.  Like I said, it changed so much, and then they built homes down – now this house next door, as far as I can remember, that was built maybe two years after this house was built.  I’m just saying that, like maybe in ’08, 1908, you know, something like that, and it was people by the name of Regal, R-E-G-A-L, and he had a cleaning business here, Regal Cleaning.  They were French people.  They built that house there, and then there wasn’t anything down any further.  Later on, the Regan’s, R-E-G-A-N, they built the house on–

[0:04:06]

Pat Fawdry:
On the other side.

Frances Rosenstein:
– on the west of them, see?  I think Mr. Regan, I’ve forgotten what kind of business he was in.  I think he was an architect, I think – Regan, I think – and he and his wife, and they built that house when they first married and moved in as a bride and groom, and she was a Shea.  Her name was Martina Shea.

Pat Fawdry:
S-H-E-A?

Frances Rosenstein:
S-H-E-A.  Mm hmm, and then next to them, later on, the Bailey’s, E.O. Bailey, and then there was an empty lot on the corner there, and Mrs. Bailey had a sister that had not married, and she married Mr. Early, who lived in that house up the street.  Mr. Early’s house, I’m sure that house wasn’t there when this house was built.

[0:05:01]


But he was married and he lost his wife.  That’s the third house, I think, up there.  Let me see.  The corner house, and then the Adler house, and then the Forsythe and the next house, the fourth house.
Begin Segment 2: [00:05:04:16]
Pat Fawdry:
this on the north side – 

Frances Rosenstein:
Yeah, on this side of the street.

Pat Fawdry:
– Okay, north side of Forrest.  Yes.

Frances Rosenstein:
And then, Mr. – what did I say his name was?  The Adler’s and the Forsythe’s, and then the Bailey’s.  Oh, let me see.  Now these houses here were built later, see?  Now these people here, they were always renting, their name is Wilson, and they lived at this corner house up here.  They also lived in the house that was torn down across the street.

Pat Fawdry:
The Gammon house?

Frances Rosenstein:
Uh huh. .

[0:06:01]

Pat Fawdry:
Essentially, when they first built, there were just a few houses on this particular block?

Frances Rosenstein:
Just the ones I told you.  The only ones I can remember that was here when this house was built was the Wright’s and the Damon’s, and the Adler house, but I don’t think the Adler’s lived in it.  It was the Adler house, and the Forsythe’s lived up there, see?  That’s the little cottage up there.  That had been remodeled.  A lady that lived in there in later years, she and her husband, I think they came from Atlanta, and they moved to Memphis because some people had bought this house next door.  And her husband, when he was cutting the grass, he had a heart attack and he passed away.  That was the lady that lived up the street there, see?

[0:07:00]

Frances Rosenstein:
So, I don’t know how long after that, the man and his wife had just bought this house – let me see.  I can’t recall their name.  They just bought this house and it was all fixed up real, real nice except I think the drapes hadn’t been hung, and they were taking a trip to Atlanta.  They were from Atlanta, too.  While they were there, she had a heart attack and they brought her home, and she was in the hospital.  Came on back home, and the first thing you know, she passed away.  Well, to make a long story short, after a couple years this man and this lady up the street married.

Betty Tilley:
Which house did they take?

Frances Rosenstein:
This one.

Betty Tilley:
They stayed in this one?

Frances Rosenstein:
Mm hmm.

Pat Fawdry:
There was another house that –

Frances Rosenstein:
She just took her man, the latest man, and I’ll tell you, she lives over there now.  What in the heck is her name?  Eva Belle?

Eva Belle:
Hmm?

[0:08:00]
Frances Rosenstein:
Eva Belle?

Eva Belle:
Yes, ma’am?

Frances Rosenstein:
Who does Cody work for?

Eva Belle:
Miss Geisel.

Frances Rosenstein:
Geisel.  Okay.  Thank you.  You want to come up here and meet these ladies?

Pat Fawdry:
Well we may want to ask you some questions.

Frances Rosenstein:
Come here.

[Interruption]

Pat Fawdry:
At the south side of Forrest, at the corner of Forrest and Avalon, there was another big house that since then has been torn down by inaudible.  Who lived in that big house?

Frances Rosenstein:
Now I don’t know whether that was torn down by – yeah, I guess it was.  It was torn down by inaudible.  He’s got those –

Pat Fawdry:
Those duplexes.

Frances Rosenstein:
– duplexes.

Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.  Who lived there before?

Frances Rosenstein:
I don’t know.  It was a lumberman.

Pat Fawdry:
That’s right.  You said it was a lumberman, but essentially these were the only ones.  There was that house, and these up at this end of the block, but in between it was pretty well vacant.

Frances Rosenstein:
There was no houses around here.  There wasn’t anything but that house there, and the Damon’s house, and that house across the street I think was built in 1928.  That was built by a Mr. Hall, and his daughter, Mrs. Crawford, lives over there now.

Pat Fawdry:
Okay, and you said –

[0:09:00]
Frances Rosenstein:
She’s a widow.  She’s been living there a long time.  Dr. Lloyd Crawford is her son, and then she has another son by the name of Hall Crawford.

Betty Tilley:
Now did the Wright’s live in the big house on the corner at that time, or did they live there later?

Frances Rosenstein:
As far as I know, Eva Belle, didn’t the Wright’s live there?

Eva Belle:
Yeah, they were living there when I started working here. 
Frances Rosenstein:
Mm hmm, so I don’t know how long they lived there.
Betty Tilley:
That was Luke Wright?

Frances Rosenstein:
Huh?

Betty Tilley:
Luke Wright?

Frances Rosenstein:
I don’t know what their first name was.  I don’t know their name.  I worked all the time, and I really and truly didn’t know these people around here very well.  I didn’t have time to visit.  My sister did, Miss Brook, you know?  But I didn’t have time to –

Pat Fawdry:
The house was built in 1906, and you started living here in 1922 –

Frances Rosenstein:
Mm hmm.

Pat Fawdry:
– so that you knew the neighborhood from then.  Eva Belle, do you remember anything about –

Betty Tilley:
Let’s ask her when she came to work here.

Pat Fawdry:
Oh, yeah.  When did you come to work here?

[0:10:00]
Eva Belle:
What was it, 19 –

Frances Rosenstein:
It was 1925, wasn’t it?

Eva Belle:
Mm hmm.
Frances Rosenstein:
Listen, I came out here in ’22, see?  Mama passed away in ’24 –

Eva Belle:
I started working here in 1925.

Frances Rosenstein:
– and you came in ’25.
Begin Segment 3: [00:10:10:15]
Pat Fawdry:
Do you remember anything about, either one of you, any other schools out in this area besides Snow –

Frances Rosenstein:
There wasn’t any school.  In fact, they didn’t have any lights down here.  We’d get off of the streetcar and walk in the dark.  We weren’t afraid.  Everything was nice, you know?  And my brother was one of them that was instrumental in getting lights – my brother-in-law, rather, was instrumental in getting lights down here, and also getting the school out here.

Pat Fawdry:
Getting Snowden?

Frances Rosenstein:
Mm hmm.

Betty Tilley:
And what did he do, your brother-in-law?

Frances Rosenstein:
Well he had, I don’t know what kind of shop you called it.  He was up there you know where inaudible are – 

Pat Fawdry:
Oh, on Main?

Frances Rosenstein:
 – on Main?  Well, it was I guess a place that was maybe as wide as this room, and a man had a corset shop on that side, and my brother-in-law here, he sold hose and accessories, gloves, and people were wearing veils then.

[0:11:15]

Frances Rosenstein:
He had everything on this side, don’t you see, and it was right there at the corner.  Of course, it was a small place.  There’s an alley there.  I guess that alley is still there.  I don’t think it’s been closed.  Inaudible Square, right around there.

Betty Tilley:
We don’t have those little shops as much anymore as they used to.  I remember those.

Frances Rosenstein:
No, inaudible is in there now, and they’re taking up all that place there, and then there was a place by the name of Hailey that was on the other side of his shop.  But I do know, though, that this was just rough country.  It was nothing but forest.  We used to walk, when they opened up the curb market over there on Poplar, we used walk over there and get vegetables and things.

[0:12:04]
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah, that’s not very far from here.  Right.

Frances Rosenstein:
It’s a pretty good distance though, now.  Of course, we were much younger and we could do it –

Betty Tilley:
You probably cut through.  You didn’t have to –

Frances Rosenstein:
Yeah, we had to cut through going down that way.

[Audio Distortion]
Frances Rosenstein:
We had to cut through it all.  There wasn’t any Stonewall.  That was made after my sister was down here.  I remember we used to know somebody on Faxon had a cow, and we used to go over there and get milk.  Mm hmm, somebody on Faxon.  That’s way back there.

Betty Tilley:
Yeah.

Eva Belle:
Inaudible. [Laughter]
Frances Rosenstein:
But that’s all the houses that I can remember, and then, later on, there was people by the name of Johnson, Ben Johnson, over on Galloway, a big house over there.  They built that, and there wasn’t nothing over there then, was there Eva Belle?  There wasn’t no houses.

[0:13:10]
Eva Belle:
Inaudible–

Frances Rosenstein:
There wasn’t any houses across the street, don’t you see?  It was just vacant, and when Mrs. Johnson, I don’t know whether she had a telephone or not, whenever she had any trouble with her kids, she’d get on the back porch and holler over for my sister to come over there, see?  And she lived over there in that big house over there and, of course, she’s passed away but they had sold it a long time ago.  She had two daughters and this one boy, B.F. Johnson.  I don’t know whether B.F. is still living anymore or not, but they did inaudible.  And that house has recently changed hands again.  But since they moved out of it, I mean, it has been made into apartments, I think, or something.  It’s that great big house on the north side.

Pat Fawdry:
On Galloway?

Frances Rosenstein:
Mm hmm, on Galloway.  But I didn’t know many people over there.  Now there was one up on Galloway, on the other side of Dickinson, I knew her as a maiden name, don’t you see?

[0:14:10]

Frances Rosenstein:
Her name was Kettelwell, I think K-E-T-T-E-L-W – and she I think still lives in one of those houses up there, Mabel Kettelwell, but she married and I don’t know what her married name is.  Her husband is dead now.  But I think on that side of the street, and there’s a big hill kind of going up to her house, and they made it into an apartment and there’s steps on the side of that house.  You might notice that house.  Mabel lives there, and she maybe could give you some information around that part of the neighborhood, and then there’s some other people by the name of Johnson that live up there, east of Evergreen.  Their name is Johnson, too, and they belong to the Trinity Methodist Church, Frances Johnson and her sister – 

Pat Fawdry:
I talked to them– 

Frances Rosenstein:
– and they’ve lived out there a long time.

Begin Segment 4: [0:15:00]
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah, we talked to them yesterday, as a matter of fact.

Frances Rosenstein:
Have you talked to them?

Pat Fawdry:
Mm hmm.

Frances Rosenstein:
Have you?

Pat Fawdry:
Went over there yesterday.  Yeah.

Frances Rosenstein:
Did she give you any information?

Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.  She was giving a lot of, what you’re doing, on that part of the street, trying to go down people who had lived in different houses and giving some information on that line.

[Audio Distortion]
Betty Tilley:
The other homes or people, not just on Forrest but in the area, or even over on Parkway that you remember that were – 

Frances Rosenstein:
Oh, the parkway?

Betty Tilley:
– here when your sister first and her husband first moved out in the early –

Frances Rosenstein:
Well, I mean, these people have all passed away.  I mean –

Betty Tilley:
But the homes mostly are still there.

Frances Rosenstein:
The homes are still there, I guess.  I know –

Eva Belle:
You know Miss Bishop and them used to live right on the corner.

Frances Rosenstein:
Who?

Eva Belle:
Bishop.

Frances Rosenstein:
Bishop, yeah.  Right here.

Eva Belle:
Yes, right on the corner.

Frances Rosenstein:
Right where this house is.

Eva Belle:
I mean Parkway and Dickinson.  Miss Douglas lived in the next house.  That’s –

Frances Rosenstein:
I thought the Bishop’s lived next to here, Eva Belle.

Eva Belle:
What?

Frances Rosenstein:
Didn’t the Bishop’s live next to here?

[0:16:00]
Eva Belle:
No, Miss Bishop and them used to live over here.  That young couple, do you remember years ago that lived there at Miss Hansen inaudible.

Frances Rosenstein:
Yeah.

Eva Belle:
Yeah, well this young couple moved there by the name of Bishop.

Frances Rosenstein:
Oh, I see.

Eva Belle:
And it used to be one right there on the parkway –

Frances Rosenstein:
I’ve got their name down here but I was thinking they lived over here.

Eva Belle:
– and Miss Douglas lived right back of you here, where Mr. Lipstein lived behind them –

Frances Rosenstein:
And then up here on Dickinson, that corner house, that big house, that was Mr. and Mrs. Gladding that lived up there.

Pat Fawdry:
Oh, yeah.

Frances Rosenstein:
I believe.  Is that a red –

Eva Belle:
Yeah, that red house – 

Frances Rosenstein:
On the corner of Dickinson?

Eva Belle:
Yeah.

Frances Rosenstein:
And they had a daughter, Corrine, and they’ve all passed away.  Like I said, the Regan’s lived two doors from me, and then the Early’s built a house.

[0:17:09]

Frances Rosenstein:
Well, I don’t know what year they built it in, but Mrs. Early was a sister to Mrs. Bailey, see?  And when she married, they built that house down there.

Betty Tilley:
Now they were Oliver’s?

Frances Rosenstein:
Edgar Oliver.  That was his parents.  Is he with Memphis Bank and Trust?  Is that who he’s with –

Pat Fawdry:
Leader Federal.

Frances Rosenstein:
Huh?

Pat Fawdry:
Leader Federal.

Frances Rosenstein:
Leader Federal?

Pat Fawdry:
Mm hmm, Edgar is.

Betty Tilley:
No, I was talking about their maiden name.  I was thinking –

Frances Rosenstein:
I guess – huh?

Betty Tilley:
I was thinking (Audio Distortion) you don’t know who –

Frances Rosenstein:
Annah Lee.  No, wasn’t her name Annah Lee Early?

Eva Belle:
No, that was Mr. Early’s daughter.

Frances Rosenstein:
Oh, that’s Mrs. Early’s daughter.

Eva Belle:
daughter, yeah.

Frances Rosenstein:
Let me see wait a minute now.  Mr. and Mrs. –

Eva Belle:
Miss Early and Miss Bailey were sisters, and that was Mr. Early daughter.  Mrs. Early did not have any children.  He had a girl and a boy – 

[0:18:05]
Frances Rosenstein:
Yeah, Annah Lee –

Eva Belle:
Yes.

Frances Rosenstein:
– and the boy.

Eva Belle:
Yes.

Frances Rosenstein:
And his name I think – I forget what his name was.  Who was it that married the preacher from the Evergreen Presbyterian Church?

Eva Belle:
That was Mrs. Early’s son, stepson.
Frances Rosenstein:
Oh, I see.  Married a preacher from the Evergreen Presbyterian Church.  Was that the son?

Eva Belle:
Gene, Eugene, Gene Early.

Frances Rosenstein:
Huh?

Eva Belle:
Gene Early.

Frances Rosenstein:
Eugene Early.

Eva Belle:
Yes, and the lady that he married, I mean his former wife, married a preacher.

Frances Rosenstein:
He passed away.

Eva Belle:
He passed away – 

Frances Rosenstein:
He passed away –

Eva Belle:
– during World War II.

Frances Rosenstein:
Was that Annah Lee’s brother?

Eva Belle:
Brother, yes ma’am – 

Frances Rosenstein:
Annah Lee’s brother?

Eva Belle:
Yes, ma’am  – 

Frances Rosenstein:
And when he passed away, his widow married the preacher.

[0:19:01]

Eva Belle:
That’s right.

Frances Rosenstein:
But Annah Lee and her brother, they were born down here, in that house down here.

Eva Belle:
Yes ma’am–

Frances Rosenstein:
In that fourth house, that big house down the street, and then his wife died and, after so many years, he married Mrs. Bailey’s sister, see?  And many, many years ago, I guess it was before – the old Bailey house still stands over here on North Parkway.  I think it’s still yellow, isn’t it Eva Belle?

Eva Belle:
Yes, ma’am, inaudible –

Frances Rosenstein:
That great big house, a brick house – 

Pat Fawdry:
Okay, it’s on Parkway.  What’s it the corner of?  Parkway and –

Frances Rosenstein:
It must be between Dickinson and Evergreen, I think, isn’t it?

Betty Tilley:
I’ve got the northeast corner of Parkway and Evergreen.

Eva Belle:
Evergreen – 

Betty Tilley:
Does that sound right?

Eva Belle:
 –Yes that’s it.

Frances Rosenstein:
That’s about it.  I think so.

Eva Belle:
Inaudible–

Frances Rosenstein:
I mean that was the old – 

Eva Belle:
Yes, It was on that corner.

[0:20:01]
Frances Rosenstein:
Yeah.

Pat Fawdry:
It’s on the other side of the street.  Oh – 

[Audio Distortion]

Frances Rosenstein:
I’ll tell you a funny thing.  This house, when it was built, all the fixtures was gas and electric.

Pat Fawdry:
Gas and electric both?

Frances Rosenstein:
Both.

Pat Fawdry:
Both?

Frances Rosenstein:
Yeah.  I think in my kitchen I still have that, but I don’t use it.  I don’t use the gas, but it’s still there, the old fixture.  It’s the one – no, the one in the hallway –

Eva Belle:
There’s one in the bathroom.

Frances Rosenstein:
In the bathroom, too, isn’t it?

Eva Belle:
I think the bathroom has one.

Frances Rosenstein:
The bathroom, too.  You want to see it?–

Pat Fawdry:
Yea.

Frances Rosenstein:
Come on.
[End of Audio]
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