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Interviewers-Pat Fawdry, Betty Tilley, Interviewee, Sam Seessel

Pat Fawdry:
This is Pat Fawdry with Betty Tilley.  We’re speaking this morning with Sam Seesel, spelled S-e-e-s-e-l --
Sam Seessel:
No, S-e-e-s-s-e-l.
Pat Fawdry:
I’m sorry.
Faudry:
(Audio) sponsored by the Metropolitan Interfaith Association with a grant from the Tennessee Committee for the Humanities.
Pat Fawdry:
(Audio) store at 1741 Union in Memphis.  The Seessel’s had lived in the Evergreen area for many years.  So, this is why we’re talking with Sam Seessel this morning.  Where do your parents – when did they move there?  Where did they live?  [Crosstalk] 
Sam Seessel:
Alright. This is going to be the closest – this is not going to be exact, but I’m just guessing.  We moved – my parents built our home at 1867 Overton Park Avenue, which is on the corner of Overton Park and Buena Vista on the 
[00:01:00]
southwest corner.  They built the home themselves.  I believe it was around 1924.

Pat Fawdry:
So, no wonder you did ______ Star.
Sam Seessel:
Right.  

Pat Fawdry:
At that time – okay, now they did the building themselves--
Sam Seessel:
They built the home themselves.
Pat Fawdry:
At that time, what did the area look like?  Was it pretty well built up then?
Sam Seessel:
The Buena Vista was fairly well built up, yes.  In fact, it was completely built up.  Buena Vista is an older neighborhood.  Now, Overton, in fact, the whole neighborhood was built up.  There were a few empty lots, if I remember correctly, further down Overton Park towards the – going east, at the very end where Overton Park Avenue dead ends at the park itself.  There were a few empty lots down there, but like right near Kenilworth and that area there.  But outside that they was
[00:02:00]
pretty well built up in the entire neighborhood.  
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.
Sam Seessel:
The Galloway home, Mrs. Galloway stilled lived in the Galloway home, which was across, which is catty-corner across the street from us on the corner of McLean and Overton Park.  The people, the _____ J. P. Jordan was the J. P.  Jordan Lumber Company moved – they built their home a few years after we did, which they were right next to us, on the west side of us on Overton Park.  They built their home a couple of few years after we got into our home.
Pat Fawdry:
How is that spelled?
Sam Seessel:
J-o-r-d-a-n.
Pat Fawdry:
Okay.  So, that was just soon after you were there.
Sam Seessel:
Right.  That’s correct.  
Pat Fawdry:
Do you remember anything about an Evergreen Civic Club?
Sam Seessel:
I remember the name.  The name rings a bell.  I had no association with it at all, because I was [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah, sure --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] just a child when I lived on Overton Park.
[00:03:00]
Pat Fawdry:
You don’t know about your parents --
Sam Seessel:
I don’t believe -They were active in it.  I do not.
Pat Fawdry:
Do you remember anything about an Evergreen Garden Club?
Sam Seessel:
No.
Pat Fawdry:
Was your mother --
Sam Seessel:
No.
Pat Fawdry:
Okay.  Now, you lived there from ’24 to about ’39 --
Sam Seessel:
That’s correct --
Pat Fawdry:
[Crosstalk] is that what you’re --
Sam Seessel:
That’s correct.
Betty Tilley:
Did you – did you all go to Snowden?
Sam Seessel:
I went to Snowden School.  _____ in the first grade and at the time, we moved in the neighborhood, the Snowden School, I think was just a grammar school, was 1st through the 7th grade.  When I got in the 7th grade, they added on a junior high.  I thought I was going to have to go transfer to another school, and they had to go through it two more years there.  So, I went for nine years to Snowden School.  
Pat Fawdry:
In [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
Then I went to Central High School ______.
Betty Tilley:
So, that was just about when you were in school that they were adding – went to the junior high.
Sam Seessel:
That’s correct.  That’s correct.
Pat Fawdry:
What was 
[00:04:00]
what changes do you remember during the time you know the house was built, and then you moved?  What changes do you remember?  Remarkable changes if there were such things, maybe transportation, changes in the park itself --
Sam Seessel:
No.
Betty Tilley:
(Audio) 
Sam Seessel:
(Audio) Hotel being built [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
Tell us about [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
And – well, only thing I can remember, of course, is that as a child growing up in the neighborhood, all of my friends lived on Buena Vista, because the homes were closer there and there wasn’t nothing but Overton Park at that time, from McLean over to the park, there were not very many homes.  Most of my friends lived on Buena Vista.  We had a great group of kids.  We all were very close and played together constantly every day.  I can remember about the Parkview Hotel.  Once it was built, whenever it rained 

[00:05:00]
instead of playing in the streets like we used to do, we used to go to the Parkview Hotel and run up and down the halls, and up and down the steps and play in the Parkview Hotel, then somebody ran us out.
Betty Tilley:
Oh –
[00:05:14]

Sam Seessel:
There were not many homes that were built on Buena Vista, after we moved.  I think that the homes were already there and were established.  Of course, people, new people came in and out constantly.  My grandparents lived on Buena Vista.  It might be interesting for you to know that they lived at 279 Buena Vista, and there were four generations living in one home.  My great grandmother on down to my first cousins, they all lived in one home.

Betty Tilley:
And is that your Seessel grand [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
No.  They were – they lived, they were Freelanders.  My great – my great grandmother, who was originally from Germany, was named Goldstein, 
[00:06:00]
her daughter, Rosa, married Sam Freelander, they were my grandparents.  That was my mother’s parents.  They – Mrs. Goldstein, the Freelanders, and Mrs. Freelander’s daughter, Lucille, married Sidney Felsenthal.  They had children [Crosstalk]-
Betty Tilley:
They lived there too.
Sam Seessel:
They all lived there, four generations.  Mrs. Goldstein, the Freelanders, the Felsenthals, and the Felsenthal’s children, all lived in that one home.  They all got along, as far as I know, beautifully.  Of course, I know they had their moments.  But, I thought it was very unusual.  
Pat Fawdry:
It is --
Sam Seessel:
It doesn’t happen these days.  You can’t get two generations to sit together that live in one home now, much less four.  That’s the way people lived in those days.  They did have a lovely home.  They had, I guess, they were crowded, but it was very nice.  
Pat Fawdry:
Did you use the park a lot?
Sam Seessel:
Oh, constantly.
[00:07:00]

Pat Fawdry:
What was the zoo like in those days?  
Sam Seessel:
It was very well patronized.  It was much, much smaller, and naturally.  But people in those days you know, were interested in those kind of things.  They didn’t have any amusement park over there at the time.  It was all animals.  I can – speaking of the zoo, I Sleeping Porch is my home.  I was facing to the east which is towards the park.  

I can well remember, many, many nights during the summer – of course, we had no air conditioning in those days.  The windows were wide open.  Those lions roaring all night and covering my head up with covers, they used to scare me to death.  I mean, just like it was right in my backyard it was so clear.  I mean, really it was [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
I guess they --
Sam Seessel:
Amazing --
Betty Tilley:
Hot, too --
Sam Seessel:
I guess they were, but they were roaring all night.  They used to keep me awake and scare me to death too.  But we used the park constantly.  
[00:08:00]
In fact, in those days – I don’t know if this is what yall want to hear or not, but --
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.
Sam Seessel:
If it’s not, just stop me.  In those days, we used to have – the kids used to have gangs you know, particularly the boys.  We used to play base – have baseball teams, and football teams.  In those days, the Park Commission, they also had teams of themselves.  They were organized and Overton Park had teams, Williamson Park had teams, and wherever the parks were, they had teams.  


We had our own team in the Buena Vista area – we called “our gang.”  We used to go – we used to challenge Overton Park all the time.  So, we were over there constantly playing baseball and football in Overton Park.  [Crosstalk]
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] have --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] convenient --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] area --
Sam Seessel:
Oh, sure.  I had football fields, and baseball diamonds over there, and softball diamonds, and it was just terrific.  But you know, it’s funny, how your perspectives change, as you get older.  I can well remember that on Buena Vista
[00:09:00]
a family named Rinehart that lived there, right across from my grandparents’ home.  They had next to their house a vacant lot.  It was – it couldn’t have been much wider than this room.  I go by there now, and look at it – it’s still vacant by the way.  I go by and look at it.  We used to play baseball on that diamond, and I thought it was a tremendous, tremendous piece of property.  

It was just – it was just like nothing.  We used to stand out in the street because in the outfields, because the place wasn’t big enough.  We had to hit the ball out in the street, and play out in the street.  In those days, there was no traffic.  We didn’t have to bother about automobiles coming by, maybe one every 10 minutes or 15 minutes, something like that, and that’s all the automobiles there were in those days.  


Of course, whenever – like also, I can also well remember, that there used to be an old Mexican that come by on a horse and buggy and sell hot tamales.  
Betty Tilley:
Oh.
Sam Seessel:
Every time this guy, we were out in the street playing baseball and every time this man would come by, with the hot tamales 
[00:10:00]
everything stopped.  We would all go and buy hot tamales, two for a nickel.  I can well remember that’s what they cost us.  Everybody used to get a nickel from their pants.  When the Mexican came by, we’d all buy hot tamales.  
Pat Fawdry:
Oh --
Betty Tilley:
I’m sure that he kept coming back --
Sam Seessel:
Well, sure he came back, almost every day, when he knew the kids were there.  That’s absolutely, what he did.
Betty Tilley:
You didn’t have the ice cream man.  You had the hot tamale --
Sam Seessel:
We had the hot tamale man.  [Crosstalk] and they were really great, too.  Yeah, a little thing on his – to keep them hot, you know.  I don’t know how he did it, but they were terrific, just terrific.
[00;10;32]
Pat Fawdry:
(Audio) do you remember anything about the controversy regarding Blacks or Negroes using Overton Park?
Sam Seessel:
To my knowledge there were no Blacks using Overton Park at all at [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
At [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] days.
Pat Fawdry:
There wasn’t a particular [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] my --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] they had a zoo day --
Sam Seessel:
They may have had it, but I don’t remember if they did.  They probably did.  I’m sure they must have had a zoo day for the Blacks, but that was [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
Those are later [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
Yeah and then that’s just been – just recently they opened it up every day to them, happened the last ten or fifteen years.  So, I know they had a Black 
[00:11:00]
zoo day for the Blacks.
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.
Sam Seessel:
Of course, in those – at that time, we stayed away from there.  But I can’t remember any problems at all along those lines.  Mainly, because they probably were not allowed to be there except on their day.  I don’t know if it’s important.  It probably was a Monday.  I don’t know. 
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.
Sam Seessel:
But we didn’t – there was no integration whatsoever in any of the –_______ over there at all.
Pat Fawdry:
What about – did most of the houses have servant quarters or something like that that may have been over like over a garage --
Sam Seessel:
Yeah-Most of the houses did have servant quarters in those days.
Pat Fawdry:
And most of them had servants then.
Sam Seessel:
That’s correct.
Pat Fawdry:
Most of them had servants --
Sam Seessel:
I wouldn’t say most of them.  I would say a great percent, certainly a percentage.  I wouldn’t say most of them did.  I mean in those days, help was so cheap and a lot of – I would think a lot of them worked just for the food and board?
Betty Tilley:
Oh.
Sam Seessel:
I mean food and lodgings and [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
To your 
[00:12:00]
knowledge, they just stayed there all the time. 
Sam Seessel:
Right.
Pat Fawdry:
I mean that [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
They lived there.
Pat Fawdry:
Okay.  
Sam Seessel:
They lived there.  My grandparents had a servant’s quarters on top of their garage.  They had a cook and a houseman that lived up there and they worked seven days a week.  I don’t think in those days they even give them a day off.
Pat Fawdry:
I’ll be darn.  Someone told – I believe it was the Drakes mentioned that they thought that some of them stayed during the week and maybe went to a home on weekends.
Sam Seessel:
Maybe [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
Maybe [Crosstalk], they lived there all the time [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
The ones I knew lived there all the time.
Betty Tilley:
I can’t imagine they’d get off a weekend.  If they’d get off, it’d be a Monday or Tuesday [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
Right.  They may have gotten a day off [Crosstalk], but I mean --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] half a day –or soemthing
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] right --
Pat Fawdry:
What about the speedway?  What do you remember about it?
Sam Seessel:
You mean Parkway, you mean --
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.  That had the speedway through it.
Betty Tilley:
______ aren’t the Parkway [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
Yeah.  I don’t know the speedway at all --
Pat Fawdry:
Oh, that’s [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] I don’t remember --
 [00:13:00]

[Crosstalk]
Sam Seessel:
You’re getting me a little older now.  I’m old enough as it is.  
Pat Fawdry:
I’m sorry.  [Crosstalk] 
Sam Seessel:
I remember my parents speaking of a speedway, but I never – it never meant anything to me at all.
Pat Fawdry:
Sure.  That’s, I’m wrong on the dates.  That’s right, yeah.  What about other kinds of transportation?  Would you use cars or did you use streetcars?
Sam Seessel:
Well, we used streetcars an awful lot, but automobiles, too.  But as I said before, there were not many automobiles in those days.  I remember very well that when I was going to Central, my uncle, Mr. Felsenthal, I have a cousin, by the way.  He’s the same age as myself, and we – the Felsenthal girl, who lived on Buena Vista, and my uncle used to pick us up every morning and take us to – drive us to Central on his way down to work.  But every afternoon, I didn’t get such service.  I came home 
[00:14:00]
the best I could either, walked home from Central and that was a good distance and still is--
Betty Tilley:
Yeah --
Pat Fawdry:
Sure is --
Sam Seessel:
Skated home or rode a bicycle, but I never took the bus home or streetcar.  I always – usually we walked or skated.  We usually skated home in those days.
Pat Fawdry:
Did the Seessels ever have a business in that area?  Was – most of the time the business – I noticed on the addresses out here, and most of the business at that time was right downtown.  Is that right?  You didn’t have a branch business [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
No.  No, it was --  One store.  We only had – we had one store, up until, oh, after the Second World War.  We only had one store as late as that.  It moved from downtown on Second Street on Union Avenue at 1117 Union Avenue --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] farther around [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] that’s right at Union and Walden.
Pat Fawdry:
Oh, uh-huh.
Betty Tilley:
That’s not far --
Sam Seessel:
No.  It isn’t -- And then we moved from there to this present location.
Pat Fawdry:
Say that again.
[00:15:00]
You moved to 1117 --
Sam Seessel:
Yeah, which is [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
Union, which is at the corner of Union and Walden --
Sam Seessel:
That’s correct.
Pat Fawdry:
That’s just knocking on the door [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
It’s not [Crosstalk] – it’s right next – it’s right next to – I don’t know if you, because yall too young to remember probably.  It used to be Fortune Jungle Bob, and --
Betty Tilley:
I’ve heard of that.
Sam Seessel:
Right next door to our store and which is a drive in, you know the ice cream and sandwich and things of that kind.  We stayed there until – in that store until 1941.  Then built the store at 1761 Union, which is where we are now, which is not in the same building.  We built another building.  It’s a new building, but we used the same location right before the War broke out, Second World War broke out.  Then we continued to have one store until after the War and I got back from the Service.  
[00;15;48]
Pat Fawdry:
Oh.  So, okay, now when you moved out from town, were you in the food business at that time?
Sam Seessel:
Oh, yes.  Oh, sure [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
[Crosstalk] 
Sam Seessel:
You mean the family --
Pat Fawdry:
Right.
Sam Seessel:
Oh, yeah.
Pat Fawdry:
At what point did it change from the dry goods -- 
[00:16:00]

Sam Seessel:
Oh, that was – that was around – that was [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] 
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] great grandfather – yeah --
Pat Fawdry:
But really just started in dry goods and then almost immediately went into foods.
Sam Seessel:
Right.
Pat Fawdry:
I see.
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] that’s all right.  Now, my great – my great grandfather was in the dry goods business.  Then his son, who was of course, who was my grandfather, moved the business up on North Main Street, which in those days was called “Pinch.” 
Pat Fawdry:
Oh, yeah.
Sam Seessel:
I don’t know what “Pinch” means, but I bet some of the old-timers could probably tell you.  But, no, I don’t know where they get – had that nickname.  That was way up on North Main, north of where the present auditorium is.  That’s when, my great – my grandfather went into the food business.  

He operated his own slaughterhouse in those days, along with a meat market.  It was not a complete grocery store.  It was a slaughterhouse and a meat market.  Then my father entered the business with him at that time, and he’s the one expanded it into a grocery
[00:17:00]
operation, full grocery operation.  

They moved from Pinch to 22 North Second Street, and that’s right where Alfred’s  is at the present time.  I think, right across from the Exchange Building, right across from Court Square.  That’s where dad was in business, where I was born.  


Then he moved a number of times until – we moved another time on Second Street where the, right south of where the First National, old First National Bank Building is.  Then finally, they moved out to 1117 Union Avenue.  

That’s when my brother, Arthur, who was older than I am, got into business with dad.  Then I came on a few years later, after I got out of college.  That’s a quick resume of [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
Right.  Now, you’ve expanded to, how many stores?
Sam Seessel:
Well, we have five stores at the present and just about to start a sixth.
Pat Fawdry:
Oh.
Betty Tilley:
Where 
[00:18:00]
is that one going to be?
Sam Seessel:
Well, we are very seriously contemplating buying the IGA Store out in Balmoral – out in Balmoral area.
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] 
Sam Seessel:
Just about everything – every thing’s been done, except put our names on the dotted line, but it’s almost certainly, just as soon as we sign the papers, it’ll be ours.
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.  So, that’s fascinating.  It started as dry goods, went to slaughter --
Sam Seessel:
Right --
Pat Fawdry:
[Crosstalk] into full grocery --
Sam Seessel:
Now, you’ve asked me – why they went into the other business, I have no idea.  
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.  Well --
Sam Seessel:
And why they went from one type of thing to another --
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.
Betty Tilley:
Must have been the going thing --
Sam Seessel:
Yeah, I [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
How did your dad – great grandfather, how did he happen to get to Memphis?
Sam Seessel:
Boy, I wished you wouldn’t have asked that question.  I really don’t know what the background – I could find out for you if it’s of interest to you, I could find out.  But I don’t – I really don’t know what made them settle in Memphis.  It must – you know, I mean what made people settle anywhere in those days?  They came over from the old country [Crosstalk] --
[00:19:00]

Pat Fawdry:
I can’t [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] river and they [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] that’s all right --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] river --
Sam Seessel:
They must have had some friends.  They – usually, that’s what happens is you know [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
You now someone --
Sam Seessel:
Know someone who’s wrote them and told them they lived in Memphis.  There’s a nice home, and that’s – they were looking for a place to – where I am.  That’s when – that’s exactly, you ______ up, they probably came up the river or down the river or [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
Yeah.  That’s exactly, what a lot [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
That’s right --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] may have been the first big place [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
That’s right.
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk], I guess.
Sam Seessel:
That’s right.  Obviously, he must have met some friends that influenced him to settle here.
Pat Fawdry:
But as far as you know, this was the first place he came.
Sam Seessel:
Oh, yes.  This is where they settled from the old country.
Pat Fawdry:
Uh-huh.
Sam Seessel:
They all moved here from Germany.
Betty Tilley:
You haven’t had anyone do a thesis or anything on the family.
Sam Seessel:
There is a family tree that’s available.  There are some – there’s some – I don’t know what – let’s see.  There’s something that Rabbi  Jimmy, James Wax wrote a book.  But he wrote several years ago about the Jewish families 
[00:20:00]
of Memphis.  I don’t – I really, I have never read it myself.  I know that our family is mentioned.  He did a lot of research in the public libraries here.  It’s probably, I know, there’s something where my family is mentioned in this book of his.  There’s probably some information in that, if you’re interested in getting it.
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.
Betty Tilley:
Well, I was just – I was also just thinking, I’m always thinking of topics that you know, your family’s been here so long --
Sam Seessel:
Right.
Betty Tilley:
And especially, with the different generations you must --
Sam Seessel:
Right (audio) – previously, that all kinds of folks there.  I mean [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
All religions [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
All religions [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
Not any predominant --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] got along beautifully.  They had no problems at all, and it was just a great neighborhood to grow up in, just great.  
[00;20;39]
Betty Tilley:
Well, do you remember, you might not exactly, but you heard them say it – did your parents – do you know who they bought their property from?  Did it belong to a subdivision or a person --
Sam Seessel:
There was no subdivision.  They just bought the property.  I don’t – from whom, I have no idea, but it was not a subdivision.
Betty Tilley:
It was just an individual --
Sam Seessel:
An individual piece of property.
[00:21:00]
Betty Tilley:
We can check the records and see --
Pat Fawdry:
Right.
Sam Seessel:
Probably could do that, yeah.  [Crosstalk] 
Pat Fawdry:
Do you have any knowledge of anybody having been particularly active in developing that land?  We kept hearing the name Bass.  I wondered if you – if that rings a bell or not. 
Pat Fawdry:
I believe he must have been there earlier than ’24 though.  
Betty Tilley:
Probably so --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] 
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] 
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] you know.  I would have no way of knowing that.  No way to --
Pat Fawdry:
Oh, okay.  Now, what are some names of some people that might have [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] you think we might should talk to [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah --
Sam Seessel:
Oh.  
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] ____ want.  We can’t talk to everyone.  
Sam Seessel:
Well, I tell you [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] 
Sam Seessel:
I tell you who you can talk to, who still lives in the family home, and he’s one of the – the only one that I know of that stills lives there and that’s Arthur Goodman who lives – he still lives on Buena Vista.  He works at Julius Goodman.  He has an interest and works at Julius Goodman, jewelry people, the jewelry store downtown.  
Pat Fawdry:
Okay. 
Sam Seessel:
He lives in the home now and [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
G-o-o-d-m-a-n --
Sam Seessel:
G-o-o-d-m-a-n, 

[00:22:00]
Goodman.  I don’t – I would think he would be able to give you some information.  I tell you somebody else you might contact, who I think would love to talk to you would be Jim Hutter, H-u-t-t-e-r.
Pat Fawdry:
We hadn’t gotten that name either. 
Sam Seessel:
You haven’t gotten that name.  Well, he was – he lived up on University _____.  I still see him quite often, very nice gentleman.  I know he’d be happy to hear from you.  I think he’s retired.  He’s kind of – he’s been ill recently, and he might be retired, but I know he’d be glad to hear from you.  He’s got a charming wife.

(Audio), wonderful people, and I see them all the time, still do.  I think Sis would be – she’s a very interesting gal, and she’d love to talk to you.  Mrs. Tom Lee, they live on Iroquois.
Pat Fawdry:
Oh, okay.  And it’s L-e-e --
Sam Seessel:
L-e-e, T. C. Lee on Iroquois.  She’s a very interesting 

[00:23:00]
person.  She could tell you a lot, I can tell you.  From the women’s side of view – point of view --
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.
Sam Seessel:
Which would be entirely different than mine --
Betty Tilley:
That (audio) --
Sam Seessel:
(Audio) _____ of any [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
Who knew [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk], I don’t remember.  I know they’re all nice people, cause it was considered at that time, a very plush apartment hotel building.  People, I would – the people of means, I know lived in the Parkview.  They were one of the first high rise apartments.  In fact, it was the only high rise, [Crosstalk] I remember because as I say, I think it was built way before the Gilmore was built.  It was quite a plush location.
Pat Fawdry:
Well, can you remember if there was any friction with the hotel, from the people that lived there?
Sam Seessel:
In what [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
Someone [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] what kind – what kind of friction?
Betty Tilley:
Veena had an old clipping she found that those _____.  They always carve things up so much that you never know quite what the – but she said the neighbors complained the people from the hotel were throwing their bottles out the window or something [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
(Laugh) 
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] prohibition days [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
That may 

[00:24:00]
be.  I didn’t hear [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] didn’t bother you any [Crosstalk] 
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk], nah, I was on the other end of the street.  I was [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
Oh, that’s right [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] a whole block aways.  I wouldn’t --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] that wouldn’t --
Sam Seessel:
Know about that --
Betty Tilley:
Yeah.  That’s true.  It would have just been [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
Yeah.  That’s right.  People in the immediate area.  But they also, Kenilworth was a beautiful residential ____.  Now, Kenilworth, which is that street right due east of Buena Vista.  As you know that – I don’t know if yall are familiar.  You know where – you been down Kenilworth?
Pat Fawdry:
Right.
Sam Seessel:
You know the homes only on the west side of the street and on the east side is the park, itself.  
Pat Fawdry:
Right.
Sam Seessel:
So, all the homes on Kenilworth face the park.  Well, it was only on one side of the street.  The homes on Kenilworth were much larger homes, and much more valuable homes and they had larger than anyone, larger pieces of property.
Pat Fawdry:
Oh.
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] down there.  It seems like I’m always trying --
Sam Seessel:
Next [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
To get to or from somewhere.
Sam Seessel:
Yeah.  Well, you ought to drive it.  There’s still some beautiful homes on Kenilworth, and they’re still very valuable – I would think valuable pieces of – the land is very valuable too, because it still faces the park.  
Pat Fawdry:
Do we have on tape his address?
[00:25:00]
Betty Tilley:
No, I put that Cecil’s on Union.
Pat Fawdry:
No, I’m talking about the address --
Betty Tilley:
Yeah.  1867 [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
Yeah.
Betty Tilley:
Park [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
Yeah.  She got it right --
Pat Fawdry:
Oh, okay.  Okay.  
Sam Seessel:
Right.  
Betty Tilley:
It’s at the corner of Overton and [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
That’s right.  I couldn’t remember really --
Sam Seessel:
I can tell you somebody else who you might, if you want to – that you might want to talk to is Kay Johnson, Mrs. Wallace Johnson.  I think, she [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
Is the builder Wallace Johnson --
Sam Seessel:
I think he was – one of the sons was in the appliance business.
Pat Fawdry:
Oh, okay.  
Sam Seessel:
He just recently passed away.
Pat Fawdry:
Oh, okay. 
Betty Tilley:
Is that with a “t,” s-t-o-n --
Sam Seessel:
Un-mnn --
Betty Tilley:
Just [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
Just [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
I think it’s – I’m not sure, I think – it may be.  I’m not sure.  I think it’s – and it has a “t” in it, yes, it does have a “t” --
Betty Tilley:
I think someone else mentioned that [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
[Crosstalk] this is not the [Crosstalk] --
Betty Tilley:
I thought it [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
This is not the Johnson – this is not the one with Holiday Inns now.
Pat Fawdry:
No.
Betty Tilley:
No, right.
Pat Fawdry:
That’s the one I was wondering [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
Right, no.  It’s not that Johnson.  But she, Kay, 

[00:26:00]
has lived in that neighborhood.  She and her sister, who is Mrs. Billy Carpenter, grew up in that neighborhood.  They can tell you about that you know.  We all saw each other --
Pat Fawdry:
What was their name before they married?
Betty Tilley:
You would [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
I think it was – I think it was Rhodes, R-h-o-d-e-s.  I believe it was Rhodes.  Quite sure, it was Rhodes.  
Pat Fawdry:
There’s just a lot of good names now.
Sam Seessel:
And she’d be glad to talk to you.
Betty Tilley:
You wouldn’t know what street she lives on [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
I wouldn’t know.  I wouldn’t know --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] maybe _______ --
Sam Seessel:
When you call just ask to speak to Kay and you’ll know you got the right one or the wrong one.
Betty Tilley:
And then say, “You don’t know me, Kay.” 
Sam Seessel:
Yeah.
Betty Tilley:
(Crosstalk/laugh) 
Sam Seessel:
I’m not Kay.
[00:27:00]

Betty Tilley:
We’d use your name.  

Sam Seessel:
(Audio) _____, she may still live there.
Pat Fawdry:
Yeah.  That’s what [Crosstalk] --
Sam Seessel:
Because I know, they lived there until he passed away and he’s only been gone six months.  Now, I don’t know, she may have sold the home after he passed away, but they lived on – they still lived on Kenilworth.  I used to see Wallace walking through the park all the time.  
Pat Fawdry:
Oh --
Sam Seessel:
Right across from Brooks Gallery.
Pat Fawdry:
Okay.  
Betty Tilley:
Do you remember – was that already built?  The gallery was already built when mom _______, Brook --
Sam Seessel:
Right.  
Betty Tilley:
That was built [Crosstalk] --
Pat Fawdry:
Next door --
Betty Tilley:
[Crosstalk] World War I --
 [End of Audio]
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