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Betty Tilley, Connie Starr, Bena Cates

Betty Tilley:
Betty Tilley with Bena Cates.  Today is June the 1st, 1979.  We’re at Mrs. James Starr – Connie Starr – at 260 Buena Vista.  We’re working with Metropolitan Interfaith Agency on a grant from Tennessee Committee for the Humanities doing neighborhood histories.
Connie Starr:
___ being invested.  They moved to stay.  They paid for the street.  When they buy a house, they don't buy – they don't pay for the house except in unusual circumstances.  They pay for the street.  The house next door to me – 254 – is an 11 room house with a full basement and a full attic, permanent stairs.


The house across the street – directly across from the street from it is a six room bungalow, and it’s not – it was not in good condition.  

[0:01:00.3]


And they were both sold about 12 years ago, and the same price was paid for both of them.  People pay to live on Buena Vista.  There have been many houses – there are houses on the street where the second generation is in the house, but they haven’t been here all of the time.  


There is one house on the street – this girl decided she wanted to live on Buena Vista.  She watched the death notices for two years.  Mr. Morrison’s death notice was in the Saturday morning paper.  She called Jerry Saturday morning to find out if she could look at the house, and she bought it.  
Betty Tilley:
Have the original families if not the same generation, of course.

Connie Starr:
Oh.  

[0:01:58.5]


The house that Mrs. Millage Nail is in –

Betty Tilley:
Ray Nail.

Connie Starr:
Ray Nail’s house.  Her mother-in-law bought that house.  I don't know what Miss Nail’s married name was.  She had the one son, Millage, and her – and Millage is two aunts, I believe.  Mrs. Jack – at least one – Miss Jackson – and I believe one other lived there when Millage was growing up.

And, of course, they’re gone, and Millage is gone.  And Ray still lives there, and John still lives there.  The other boy doesn’t live in Memphis.  


Mrs. John Harris, across the street, her father-in-law was – there was a company here by the name of Parker Harris Packard Company.

[0:03:01.3]


And her father-in-law was the Harris of Parker Harris Packard Company which was – became defunct during The Depression.  She worked as a society editor for my father for a brief period of time in the ‘20s.  I don't know whether she had married Jack at that time or not, but when The Depression hit, she moved in with her mother-in-law and father-in-law and she and her husband and their two children.  And they lived in the house directly across the street.

Betty Tilley:
What about the Waddells?

Connie Starr:
That house was built by a contractor, and the –

[0:04:03.3]


I played there when I was very tiny, but I don't remember the people.  There must have been child there.  Then a family by the name of Boisen – B-O-I-S-E-N – moved in, and they lived there.  Now let’s see.  There have been – and then there was – the Waddells moved in about 1947 or ’48.  Somewhere –

Betty Tilley:
So they’re not one of the original.

Connie Starr:
No, no.  Nuh-uh.

Betty Tilley:
Are there any others that another generation’s living in the –

Connie Starr:
Well, now Miss Kohn’s husband’s family built that house that she is in which is the first bungalow on the street, and that’s Miss Ben Kohn.  K-O-H-N.  
Betty Tilley:
That’s the one you were telling us –

Bena Cates:
Yeah.

Betty Tilley:
That the –

Connie Starr:
Yeah.

Bena Cates:
Your story about the visitor.

[0:05:00.3]

Betty Tilley:
Matthew or someone.

Connie Starr:
No.  That was the boys, but they didn’t grow up there.  

Bena Cates:
You know, it’s interesting that it’s been a real – there’s been a concentration of newspaper people.  Do you think that’s just a coincidence.  You mentioned the Harris family.  ____ it was ____ 
Connie Starr:
Well, that was before she was – before she lived on – that was before Miss Harris lived on the street.

Bena Cates:
That she was with the paper.

Connie Starr:
Uh-huh.

Bena Cates:
Well, both the editors –

Connie Starr:
Well, now it was convenient, and you must realize that, when my father was city editor, you had to be concerned with how you were going to get home.  Everybody else knows I –


You see, the newspaper, the morning paper, the last paper came out at 3:00 in the morning.

[0:06:01.0]


And my father didn’t come home until the first papers were off the press on the – that paper, but there was  streetcar lineup at midnight, and if you missed that streetcar lineup, you walked.  Now my father never walked because we always had two cars, always.  
Betty Tilley:
Could turn it around here.

Connie Starr:
This was very, very far out.  The city limits were at the parkway.

Betty Tilley:
So you were in the suburbs.

Connie Starr:
That’s right.  We were in the suburbs.

Bena Cates:
Could you still remember when – was parkway still the speedway then and –

Connie Starr:
No.

Bena Cates:
When you were growing up?

Connie Starr:
The speedway was not the speedway as you all think about.  If you were going fast, you were not going very fast.

[0:07:00.9]


For instance, Sunday afternoon’s entertainment frequently was to drive out to Raleigh Springs which was a suburb.  It was eight miles.  It took all afternoon to drive to Raleigh Springs and stop and turn around and come back.  You know?  That was an afternoon’s outing.  You were going on a two lane gravel road over a bridge that scared me to death because they were so narrow and so rickety.  

You had a little metal rail, but of course, that metal  rail was as heavy as the metal in your car.  

Bena Cates:
Well, your mother must have been one of the first lady drivers.  

Connie Starr:
Probably.  

[0:08:00.3]


She was certainly one of the first people to fly.  They were very good friends of the Omley’s – Phoebe and Vernon Omley.  Phoebe  who – and they were flying.  She and my father were flying commercial flights to New Orleans for Mardi Gras in the ‘20s when the plane only seated six passengers.  So it was – she was – they were something.
Bena Cates:
Did your Aunt Florence live in this neighborhood?

Connie Starr:
No.  My Aunt Florence never lived in Memphis.  After –

Bena Cates:
She was the one that married Max Beerman?

Connie Starr:
Uh-huh.  No.  She didn’t – she went on – she left in the ’90s.  She was back here in a play – ’98, I believe.  She married Max is 1910.  

[0:08:59.9]


She went to England because she was – had found her place in the Ibsen plays, and the new world was not ready for Ibsen, and England was.  And she met Max after she got over there, and they got married in 1910.  And they moved to Italy, and Max retired.

And the only times that they – she came back once when one of my uncles was operated on – to New York – and she may – I don't believe she came to Memphis then.  I never – I don't remember having met her.  She didn’t like babies.

Bena Cates:
Do you have any pictures?  Do you have any pictures of the Kohn Band?

Connie Starr:
I don't know.

Bena Cates:
Paul ___ I know has written one of those Sunday columns on that, but you don't know if you have any pictures.
[0:10:02.0]

Connie Starr:
No.  I don't think I have any pictures of the Kohn Band.  I’ve got some pictures of the family, but I don't have any pictures with the band.  I have – we had two horses.  I had a pony, and he was mean, and he tried to bite somebody.  So my father – well, he did bite somebody.  So my father sold him and got us two horses, and we kept them here.

Betty Tilley:
I was just going to say, “Did you keep them here?’

Bena Cates:
Yeah.

Connie Starr:
Yes.  There were a lot of lots that were vacant, and you could stake them out to graze.  There was a lady who lived further down the street who also had two horses for herself and her niece.  We did not ride with them.  

[0:11:00.8]


With the pony and the horses, we rode.  You could ride in the parkway.  You could ride through Overton Park.  I lived on the bridle pass in Overton Park.  They weren’t walkways.  They were bridle pass, and there was a boy that lived on Stonewall that had a horse, and there was a boy that lived on Autumn that had a horse.  I don't know of any other girls that had horses.  


But I rode my horse all over town.  The only  thing that you really had to watch out was that you were careful on the macadam of the blacktop because they slipped.  The shoes slip when you're walking on – 

[0:12:02.4]


When  I was a very small child, there was  a Piggly Wiggly Store at the corner of McClaine and Poplar where the  Gulf filling station is.  As far back as I can remember, the firehouse has always been on Union, and we called them frequently because many of these houses had wood shingles.  And when you start a fire in the grate, some of the paper would go up and land on the roof, and the shingles would catch fire.  

They did not burn fast, but you’d call the fire department.

Bena Cates:
The corner – maybe it was Evergreen and Poplar, but ___ can remember when there was a hitching post.

[0:12:02.4]

Connie Starr:
Oh, I'm sure there was.  I'm sure there was.  I believe there was a watering trough over at the corner of Tucker and Poplar, and the Drake Cleaners have been there ever since I can remember.  Kenneth Drake, his older brother, was in my class at Snowden.  I believe he’s dead now.
Betty Tilley:
Do you know who built those shops that are right  down from him where the occasion shop is now?

Connie Starr:
No.

Betty Tilley:
And the Maywood Side Harbor?

Connie Starr:
No, no.  I know what you're talking about, but no, I don't know who build them.  I know that a man named Coward built these stores over here at the corner of Tucker and Poplar, and the first store, which is a parking lot now and which burned – it was a liquor store, and it burned.
[0:13:58.9]


The first store was not a store.  It was a covered filling station – a completely covered filling station.  The roof extended all the way to the – to Tucker Street, and the next store was ours because the park golf course was not laid out the way it is now.  And there was no place where anybody could get anything to eat, and you could check dates on this because I don't know exactly when Mr. Goodman decided to be generous, but he put us out of business.

Betty Tilley:
By building the golf house?

Connie Starr:
By building the golf house because –

[Crosstalk]

Betty Tilley:
This business your family ____?

Connie Starr:
Well, you see, that hole that runs up to the Parkview Hotel  is now the eight hole of the golf course.  At that time, it was the first hole, and there was a filling station and then there was a store and then there was the golf shop.

[0:15:00.3]


Well, the first hole of the golf course was here because there was no building further down from there.  So and this – my father – okay.  They had the third section of the building at the corner of Poplar and Tucker was the golf shop for the Overton Park Golf Course because what is now the eighth hole was then the first hole.  

My father and a friend of his opened a sandwich shop there between the filling station, which had a side door that opened into our sandwich shop, and the golf shop which lasted for two or three years.

[0:15:00.3]


Then Mr. Abe Goodman very kindly contributed $25,000.00 to build a clubhouse, and when he did, they moved the first hole of the golf course over to start at the clubhouse, and the first  hole became the eighth hole.  They closed the golf shop.  They put us out of business.  

Betty Tilley:
What was the name of your shop?

Connie Starr:
Concliff.  The con was for the first half of Constance, and the cliff was for the first half of Clifford, my brother’s name, which no one has ever used.  

Betty Tilley:
Do you have a picture of that?

Bena Cates:
You mean they  named it after you – the name they didn’t use of your brother?

Connie Starr:
Well, my father’s name was Samuel Lawrencestein Kohn, and my mother did not like the name Samuel.  So she called him S.L.  Once in a while,  she would call him same.  

[0:16:59.4]


My – most of the children on Buena Vista have gone to Snowden.  I guess until the last few years, and a lot of them still go to Snowden because I don't think that Snowden has suffered as much as some of the other schools.  And a lot of the children who were not going to Snowden there, for awhile, are now going.  Their parents have put them back into Snowden, but it’s always been a good school but –

Betty Tilley:
It was opened when?  The – by the Evergreen Civic Club, wasn’t it?

Connie Starr:
Well, you see –

Bena Cates:
City school.

Connie Starr:
Oh, yeah but they were –

[Crosstalk]

Connie Starr:
Responsible for it.  They – I don't know who is in there now, but you see, the Evergreen Club was in that house on the corner of Overton Park Avenue – the northwest corner of Overton Park Avenue and Evergreen four years and years and years.

[0:18:07.6]


And this was before you had the garden clubs.  The garden clubs were really, for the most part with very few exceptions, an after the Second World War thing as the city began to mushroom and they wanted to do things in a neighborhood.  Before the garden clubs, in the late ‘30s and the ‘40s, you had the civic clubs, but Evergreen was something else.  It was just the Evergreen Club, and it was special.

Betty Tilley:
Do you remember when there were two clubs – the men and the women’s?

Connie Starr:
Uh-huh.  No but I'm not surprised that there would have been.  

[0:19:03.7]


See?  You're talking – I always thought that it was – that my mother and father had made a fantastic tradition – transition because they went from nothing – no lights, no telephones into a very rapidly moving world and stayed ahead of it.  You know?


Incidentally, the second horse was for my mother.  We rode together.  But in 19 – you were talking about in 1913, we had one light.

[0:19:55.8]


We had iceboxes.  An ice man came around every day.  We had tar bubbles on the street between the gravel that had sunk into the tar that you stepped on when you were barefooted to see if it was going to pop and have hot water shoot out.  Uh-huh.  It – you had push mowers and hand sickle.
Betty Tilley:
And didn’t the baker come around and deliver at home?

Connie Starr:
We had – the baker came.  The milkman came.  The vegetable man came.  And we had chickens in the backyard.  In fact, we didn’t get rid of the chickens until  we got the horses.  That’s where the horses went – in the chicken yard.  We had a garden.  I’ve got a – somewhere – a picture of me hoeing in the garden.
[0:21:03.5]


And a lot of the people, in those days, had their own chickens.  Some of them raised rabbits.  Some of them raised pigeons because there are countries today – the United States is not one of them – where they still eat pigeon.  They used to eat pigeon here.
Betty Tilley:
They sure.  There aren’t any more passenger pigeons.

Connie Starr:
But one other thing about the neighborhood  and this was not true only of Buena Vista.

[0:21:57.0]


I have noticed, in the city, they had to be very careful about how they put their zoning restrictions.  So written into the zoning restriction for the Evergreen subdivision was that there would only be two story houses.  This was, I think, primarily to keep them from putting up shotguns.  You know what a shotgun house is – on a vacant lot or even a double shotgun.  

So the restriction was for only two story houses.  You’ll see the same thing over in Central Gardens.  To get around that restriction, they began to build the airplane bungalow.

[0:23:01.3]


The airplane bungalow is a bungalow that has one room up here and – like the one next door.  After a certain period of time, it got to the place where they weren’t that worried about whether somebody was going to put up some cheap houses that would bring the value of the neighborhood down, and as a result, there are either two or three bungalows on the end of Buena Vista that are not airplane bungalows.  But all of the ones on this end of Buena Vista have got at least one room upstairs and sometimes two.
[0:24:00.9]
There’s a duplex on the southeast corner of Buena Vista and Overton Park Avenue that was built by the Collins family.  It was a luxury duplex, and even during The Depression, the rent was very high, and it was owned, one time, by Mr. and Mrs. William Lobe – Henry Lobe’s mother and father, and they were living there when Billy went to camp in Colorado and developed polio.  
The house on the southwest corner of Buena Vista and Overton Park Avenue was built by Arthur, Senior – Art Cecil, Senior.  He was not the first Arthur Cecil because  the first Arthur Cecil’s shop was down on Second Street.
[0:25:03.1]

But he was – he had the store on Union Avenue – not where it is now.  And he was the father of the – of Arthur, Junior and Sam who are running it now.  

Betty Tilley:

It was across the street from you?

Connie Starr:

Uh-huh.

Betty Tilley:

He grew up in this neighborhood?

Connie Starr:
He grew up down there on the corner, and the reason that they built there was because Miss Cecil’s sister and her mother and father lived midway down the street.  

Betty Tilley:
And who were they?

Connie Starr:
Miss Cecil was a Friedlander before she married Mr. Cecil, and her sister was – married a man named Feldenthal.   

Betty Tilley:
That’s a familiar name too.

[0:25:56.0]

Connie Starr:
No boys in that family.  Just two girls, Carol and Rosalie, 

and they went to Snowden.  Of course, Dr. Tuthill lived here later, but he’s been gone for several years now.  Yes, he moved onto Buena Vista.  He has – they were on Buena Vista for quite a long time.

Betty Tilley:

I was going to say they came right early to this _____.

Connie Starr:
Uh-huh but there were several other families in that house before he lived there.  Those years, I just sort of lost touch, you know.  I was playing around with amateur theatricals, and when you work in the daytime and you're up all night, you don't know much about what’s going on on the block.

Betty Tilley:
Uh-huh.

[0:26:58.7]

Connie Starr:
At one particular point in time, Mrs. Tag lived up the street from us, and although very few people on the street knew it, Abby Tag’s pickles came out of her basement.  She made her pickles there at the house, but it was a very small – and she sold them, and you can buy them at Cecil’s now.  But of course, they moved out of town – if she’s still living.  I don't know whether she’s still living or not.

Her son married one of the Canallies.  Joe Tag – he’s in the insurance business, and he married Arnette Canallie, and they – I don't know where they live now.  But Abby Tag’s pickles have been sold in Memphis for a long time, and she had one – she had a houseboy – colored man.
[0:28:00.0]


And he made the pickles, and they were made then.  The only way you ever knew that there was anything – you never saw anything going in.  The only thing you ever saw was, once in awhile, there would be a big truck pull up, and they’d load that truck, and they made those pickles in the basement of that house until the houseman, Roosevelt, quit and went to California.  And for a long time, that was the end of Abby Tag’s pickles.

Betty Tilley:
He was more important than the cook.

Bena Cates:
He was the pickles, huh?

Connie Starr:
He was the pickles, and that – they lived there during the war.

Betty Tilley:
Well, he didn’t take the secret with him.

Connie Starr:
No, I think she still had the recipe.  They moved downtown.  I don't know exactly where they moved.  Uh-huh.
Betty Tilley:
The expressway.  The clearing of the land the moving out the people and the potential of the expressway coming through, had any effect on –

[0:29:00.8]

Connie Starr:
No, I don't think it had any real effect on this street.  It aggrieved a great many people.  It broke our hearts to see them taking Overton Park Avenue houses down and moving out first generation families.  I mean first generation families is what – as living on Overton Park Avenue was concerned.  There were families that had been there since the houses had been built.

We did have some very militant people on Buena Vista as far as preventing the expressway from being built.  Personally, I was in a – sort of in a bind because my husband works for Hawthorn Bartholomew, and I couldn’t very well go out and march up and down and scream and holler, “You can do this,” when they were feeding me.
[0:30:02.5]


I wouldn’t whether I could have or not.  I know some women who did, and their husbands were not of the same opinion, and it created a great deal of friction as far as the family was concerned.  


Buena Vista has not changed.  That is not to say that the area has not changed.  Certainly, Overton Park, the character of Overton Park has changed completely, and this had nothing to do with the expressway.  I would not – could I ride a horse through Overton Park now.  I would not walk alone through Overton Park now.  


When I was a young girl, the character of this city was entirely different.

[0:31:03.7]


There were areas of Memphis that you knew that you did not go in.  There were areas in Memphis that you went to for certain things.  There were no shopping centers.  Everybody went to town.  I had friends who would not go to town with me because they said they couldn’t get anything done because we knew a lot of people.  You know?  And you visited, and you went to town on Saturday afternoon to visit.  You might shop, but you also went to visit.  You know?

Bena Cates:
Did a little shopping while you visited.

Connie Starr:
That’s right, and you would walk from one end.  And you – and it didn’t take any money.  Nobody had a whole lot of money, but I had a couple of friends.  We would meet.  It cost seven cents to get to town.  It cost seven cents to get home.  
[0:32:00.1]


We’d stop in the drugstore and have a Coke, and that was a nickel, and before we’d head home, we’d probably stop in the drugstore and have another Coke.  So it took us a quarter for the afternoon’s entertainment, and if we were real flush, we had a hot fudge sundae.

Betty Tilley:
And how much was that?

Connie Starr:
That was 15 cents.

Betty Tilley:
Oh, splurge.  
[End of Audio]
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