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Pat Faudree, Betty Tilley, David Hilliard

[0:00:00]

Pat Faudree:
This is Pat Faudree with Betty Tilley.  This morning, we’re speaking with – okay – we’re speaking with Dr. Reverend – with Reverend David M. Hilliard.  H-I-L-L-I-A-R-D.  This morning at his office at Trinity Methodist Church.  This is part of a project sponsored by Metropolitan Interfaith Association with a grant from the Tennessee Committee for the humanities.  
Betty Tilley:
Reverend Hilliard, give us an idea of your early childhood here and your experience since that time, going away and coming back.
David Hilliard:
Okay.  We moved here from –

Betty Tilley:
I'm going to ___ ____.

David Hilliard:
You want me to hold it.

Betty Tilley:
Yeah.

David Hilliard:
Okay.  Sure.  We moved here from – we lived at Shady Lane Avenue off Macklimore.  Moved here when I was either just late three or just turned four years old.  It would have been 1938 – probably the summer of 1938.

[0:00:59.5]


Because, when we moved here, I went to kindergarten at the Old Bruce School and then started at first grade at Snowden.  We lived at 1781 North Parkway, corner of Hawthorne and Parkway in a home that’s still there and looks very much the same as it did when we lived in it.


I went all the way through school at Snowden from the first to the ninth grade.  My father was in the mid-city school system all those years, and during the time we lived here, was principal at Humes High School.  My mother had taught in the system as – when they first married and then would just substitute occasionally after that.  

At the end of the ninth grade, my father retired from Humes, and we left the city.  I attended East High School for about six weeks when it was brand new too really and then we left.

[0:01:58.7]


And I finishes high school at Obine my last two years.  We lived a year in Texas in between that time where my dad taught at Baylor.  After completing high school, I went to Lands College.  Finished there in 1956 and onto Vanderbilt Divinity School where I graduated in 1959.  

I served the South Fulton Circuit while in the seminary and then right after for three years.  Then we went to Paducah, and I lived there six years serving Concord United Methodist Church then we moved to Dyer, Tennessee where I served for six years at the first Methodist Church there.  The only Methodist Church there.

Betty Tilley:
That’s first and last.

David Hilliard:
That’s first and last.  Right.  And then was appointed to Oak Haven United Methodist Church here in Memphis.  That would have been in 1973.  Oak Haven’s community just east of airport.  We were there for five years and then appointed to Trinity last year – 1978 in June. 

[0:03:00.8]

So I had been away from Memphis for 25 years from the time that we moved until the time I came back to Oak Haven.  However, during that time, my father and grandmother had died and my mother moved back.  So we kept very close taps with Memphis, and I knew about Memphis.  And my mother, who upon moving back, rejoined Trinity United Methodist Church, has been here for a long, long time as a member of this church though she doesn’t live in this community.  She still is – comes back here to church all the time.


So it was real interesting, to me, to – and quite a challenge to think about coming back to Trinity where I joined the church in March of 1942 under Ted Hightower.  And I was thinking the other day, when I came here, Brother Fain was the pastor.  I think he was he just a year.  He had been here, and I came in his last year.  

[0:04:00.7]


And then Ted Hightower is the one that I really remember.  He was a very dynamic preacher and did a lot for this church and then he left and Brother Newman came and stayed on year and then Brother Aiden came and stayed, oh, about five or six years.    


We left while Brother Aiden was still the pastor here.  So, when I left here in the tenth grade, Brother Aiden was the pastor.  Brother Jenkins came, stayed several years then Brother Hastings came and stayed 11 years.  Brother Evans came and stayed there, and Brother Comez and stayed eight.  So – and then I came.


So I never would have believed that, you know, when I left here in 1949, that five preachers later¸ I’d be the preacher.  So it’s kind of been a little unusual for me to be here and see the whole neighborhood again, to serve the church that served me so well and to be a pastor to my mother which is –

[0:05:12.1]

And all the people, so many who are still here, that taught me in Sunday school.
Pat Faudree:

Oh, my.

David Hilliard:
Know all about me – too much sometimes but –

Pat Faudree:
How did the neighborhood – you know, the 25 years, can you compare the neighborhood then and now?
David Hilliard:
Yeah.  
Pat Faudree:
As far as closeness or make up?

David Hilliard:
Right.  Well, geographically, just looking at the neighborhood, it is very much the same.  You know, all the old houses that were here are still here and in much the same shape.  There’s not a lot of deterioration in the community that I'm able to perceive.


Some of the homes have gone down, but others have been restored.

[0:06:00.5]


And I think the balance, overall, is probably a much – much like I remembered it as a child.  The differences, of course, are the terrible strip that runs through here where all the homes have torn down at the interstate, and the average age of the people here.  When I was here, there was a lot of kids – me being just one of the host of them that were around here.


You don't see that many children and young people here now, and of course, the average age is much older.  So I see that.  Those kind of things – there’s a lot of similarities.

Segment 2: [0:06:41:00]
Pat Faudree:
What kind of interaction between neighbors do you see then and now?  Is there a neighborly feeling?

David Hilliard:
Yeah I think the cohesiveness of this neighborhood, which was very good when I was growing up, is still very evident.

[0:07:01.5]


I would say probably the thing that made it a little stronger then than now might – may have been the school when it was still so many of the people had children in school, and now the – a lot of them don't have kids there.  Their kids are older, and they’re older, and they’re gone.


And the school is not the focal point like it used to be, but the church – the churches in the area have had to take up, it seems to me, a lot of the slack that the school once had and have done a fair to middling job on that.
Pat Faudree:
That’s interesting that the chance of focus – that’s – 

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:
I don’t know___ but I can see why that would be true with an older neighborhood and the schools.
David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Betty Tilley:
Do you think that more people with young families are beginning to move back in?  Have you seen – do you see it something –

David Hilliard:
Yeah, right, right.  I see it as a trend.

[0:08:06.6]

It’s a slow process.  I think what happened – of course, this neighborhood around Trinity has been more stable than a lot of the neighborhoods in the mid-city area, I think.  Although, I'm still really just relearning it myself.

I compare it with the Methodist Churches, let’s say, within the parkways.  St. John’s really had a kind of a spasm, a heavy spasm of loss, you know, that was just uprooting and real detrimental to the life of the church.  They have held on, and they’ve come back and they –

But a lot of their base just slid away or just rapidly went away.  Madison Heights is the same way.  Epworth.  Chelsea Avenue’s had to close.

[0:09:00.4]

Pat Faudree:

Where is Epworth?

David Hilliard:
Epworth is right just the other side of the interstate on what would be about Tutwiler going through down here.  Speedway ____ there.
Pat Faudree:
Yeah.

David Hilliard:
And then right around the corner is kind of a job and you’ve got Epworth.  

Pat Faudree:
I think I’ve been by there.

David Hilliard:
Yeah.  I would say, of all the Methodist churches in the parkways, First Church, of course, had all their problems.  Trinity’s probably the strongest, has helped more people, and I think it’s because of the nature of this neighborhood.


I was surprised, in fact, in coming back to find that, I would say, that 65 to 70 percent of the active membership of Trinity still is between Poplar, Jackson, East Parkway and Watkins.

Pat Faudree:
That’s unusual.

David Hilliard:
Yeah.  

Pat Faudree:
That really is.  Say the figure again.

[0:10:00.9]

David Hilliard:
I’d say 65 to 70 percent with not a lot of people.  We have a core we depend on who drives in very strong core of active people but, by and large, most of the people are still here.  Most of them are older or very elderly.  

I gave, as a background, I guess – a long background to your question because, as I see these people dying out, what happens just these homes come on the market just here and there, and most of the time, since they are older people whose families are out, grown and gone, they don't care to keep the house.  So they sell, and I see either singles or couples or young people with young families coming back in and buying those.


I would compare it like this.  I would say we had it back 20 years ago when the interstate and all the – and then several years later with all the change in the racial complexions and the whole build of East Memphis, that we lost a group in a rush.

[0:11:08.6]


And they’re coming back in a trickle.  So that’s – but it’s a never ending kind of trickle, and I think it’s real healthy, and I believe it will really add to the strength and maintain – at least maintain what we have here.  I don't know that it will ever be the kind of growth it was in years gone by, but as we lose, if we can just continue to replace, we’ll remain stable and hopefully effective in the community.
Pat Faudree:
Well, it would have to be a slow immigration because people have stayed in their homes, and they just gradually –

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:
Leave.  

David Hilliard:
Right, right.  It’s the – I see it – we’re going to lose people by death.  There’s just no way.  We have an older congregation.

[0:11:59.7]


They all live here.  They’re going to die out, and as they do, our hopes are just simply to fill the gaps with those coming back in and make our input and get enough of them that we maintain our base and keep our activities strong, our program vital.
Pat Faudree:
You said awhile ago that the church become sort of the focal point of the neighborhood as opposed to the school.  What are some particular things that you do to fit neighborhood needs, or in what ways – I hear you saying that growth of the church is almost dependent on replacement.  

Segment 3:[12:35:07]

Do you make any sort of an outreach ministry to, say, the Parkway House or – again, these are older people but –

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:
Apartments around?

David Hilliard:
Okay.

Pat Faudree:
Do you have a definite kind of outreach?

David Hilliard:
We’re just now developing our evangelism program – when I came here, was at kind of a low ebb, and we are just now trying to put some things together.

[0:12:56.8]


Now we do have the kindergarten here that is separate from the church, and yet, very much a part of the church.  Although we don't have any say so in the internal workings except we just – 
Pat Faudree:
Furnish the building.

David Hilliard:
Close communication.  We furnish the building, right.  And there’s been a very good posit of community appreciation through the work of the kindergarten which we’re proud of.  It’s not Trinity United Methodist kindergarten.  It meets here, and we are very much a part of it.  So that’s – 
Pat Faudree:
And how long have you had the kindergarten?
David Hilliard:
I'm not exactly sure because that came in while George, my predecessor, was here.  I think this is either concluding the fourth – I believe the fourth year.  It could be the fifth though of the kindergarten.  And that’s helped, and this year for the first year now, we don't have any of our – we have only one family of our church in it.  So it’s community based people who just have expressed great appreciation for the fact that we kind of help sponsor it.

[0:14:06.4]


Another thing we do is, once a year – and this is a great thing, I think, we have a block party on Sunday afternoon, and this will be our third year this summer.  We’re planning it in August where we, for about a six block radius, we go out in visitation  teams – two by two – and we knock on every door, and we invite everybody to come.

It’s from like two to five in the afternoon.  It’s out here on our lot behind our education building.  We have refreshments that the church makes up and just have some people to come in.  We have a band and a bandstand, and they play everything from gospel to bluegrass.  And we have – go fishing and a moon bounce for the kids, and it’s just a way that we want to say, “Hey, we’re here, and you're here.  And we’d like to be good neighbors, and ya’ll come.”

[0:15:06.0]


So this has been – well, I think last year, we had about 350 people who  came.  I would say half – at least half of them were neighborhood people.  The other half probably are church people.  So it – that’s a good outreach.  We feel like that’s important.  


This next year, starting right now,  we hope to begin to develop an outreach ministry into the apartment complexes, and right now, our evangelism program is no more than those who first have sought us out and then we reciprocate. 

That’s the first step, but the most vital step now is you have to be, and we hope to develop that in this next year too where we begin to move out, on our own, into those areas, to reach people.

Pat Faudree:
Are you in communication with _____.

[0:16:01.3]

David Hilliard:
Yeah.  Okay.

Pat Faudree:
Is it true that he’s a charter member?  

David Hilliard:
No.

Pat Faudree:
Sorry.  Go ahead.  Tell us about your father.

Betty Tilley:
About his education.

Pat Faudree:
Yeah.

Betty Tilley:
Because I know he wrote his dissertation.

David Hilliard:
Yeah,  okay.  

[Crosstalk]

Pat Faudree:
And who he was.  We didn’t even get that on the record here.

David Hilliard:
Okay.  

Betty Tilley:
Right.

Pat Faudree:
We tend to go backwards.  I didn’t want to stop you because you were – this was – fit in, but we can always back.

Betty Tilley:
Right.

Pat Faudree:
When we work it out, it’ll make sense.

David Hilliard:
Okay.  My dad –

Pat Faudree:
Did you ___ this on?

David Hilliard:
Yeah,  I’ve got it on.  

Pat Faudree:
Oh, I'm sorry.

David Hilliard:
My dad was the son of a Methodist preacher, by the way.  So my grandfather was a Methodist preacher, and then my daddy taught school for years.  Came to Memphis right after he and my mother married long time ago.  I can't tell you the year exactly now, but he taught at Southside, and she taught at Messing.  


And then when they started a family, with my sister being the first, me the second, why, my mother quits teaching.  My dad continued.  He was principal at Peabody Grammar School after that.

[0:16:59.9]


Then he went into the board of education – central office where he was head of curriculum for about – I think about three years or so.  From that, he was appointed principal and Humes where he remained for 11 years.  He did his college work at Berea College in Kentucky, and when I was just a little boy, he went back to the university –


He went to the University of Chicago to work on his PhD degree in education.  I recall him having a desk about the size of mine there in the back bedroom of our home, and every night and every weekend,  it was just ritual with him.


After he got in from school and we had supper, he spent his evening sitting at that desk working on all this stuff for his PhD.  
[0:18:00.2]


I don't know of the years and the time it took him because he had to do it – he would go up in the summer and take a course or two, and then he’d work all year long here, and he’d go back and so forth.  But when he got into the dissertation, he chose the Board of Education of Memphis.

His dissertation was entitled The Development of Public Education in Memphis, Tennessee from the year 1848 as Genesis until 1945.  He was granted his doctorate degree, and this dissertation is dated 1946.  

Pat Faudree:

What was his full name?

David Hilliard:
He’s David Moss Hilliard, and that’s my name.  I'm a junior.

Pat Faudree:

You're a junior.  

David Hilliard:
Right, uh-huh.  So I – this – there’s not too many copies of this dissertation around, but I know my mother, periodically, receives a request for it from school people.
Segment 4: [0:19:03.3]

And different ones who identify me with him finally figure out who he is and are familiar with this and know the public education system in Memphis say that it’s the more definitive study that’s ever been done and is valued for its time at least.  Of course, it’s outdated now, but if anybody wants to go back and see what it used to be like, why, up through 1945, it covers it from the beginning to the end.
Pat Faudree:
And it’s been really chore ____ with the family and friends growing up, wasn’t it?

David Hilliard:
Yeah.  He spent a lot of time at the libraries too, and he’d bring home all these newspapers.  You know those big newspapers files.  He’d go through all those things.  I remember those big books stacked up on his  desk there.  

I used to look through them too, as a kid, because I’ve always been interested in history, and maybe that’s why I'm interested in history because he was.  

[0:19:59.5]


I remember, at night, I used to go back every once in awhile.  Just sit there and watch him work, and we’d get to talking sometimes.  And maybe not ​– it was seldom ever I recall talking about this.  We’d just talk about history in general, and he’d pull back from his desk.  And we’d talk about Roman history  and Greek history, European history and the history of England.


And he was like a walking history book.  Yeah.  I just wish I knew one tenth of what he does about history.  I majored in it in college and still read some and – but he and his brother too was in the school system all those years.  They really knew that history.

Pat Faudree:
Did – you said he was not a charter member here.

David Hilliard:
No.

Pat Faudree:
Somewhere I had gotten ___.

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:
That they were charter members.

David Hilliard:
Yeah, no, no.

Pat Faudree:
I believed they would be correct.

David Hilliard:
No.  We joined –

Pat Faudree:
Your mother was not from this community either?

[0:21:00.2]
David Hilliard:
No.  Right.  She joined – we all joined when we got here in 1938.  So that’s as far back as she dates.  

Pat Faudree:
How did you happen to come – she said you didn’t know why.  Is that correct?

David Hilliard:
I don't know really.  Right after I got to college, he was a coach at Moorhead, Kentucky, and I suppose I don't really know why they came here.  If it – I know why my mother came back.  The school teaching down here and the system was better and the pay was more.  So I'm sure that’s probably why my dad just –
Pat Faudree:
Probably.

David Hilliard:
Just submitted an application down here and –

[Crosstalk]

David Hilliard:
Yeah.  Wound up here.  

Pat Faudree:
As far as further direction with you, I’d imagine you might be valuable for getting us – you say your congregation is older – you might be valuable for giving us names of some individuals who are in the neighborhood who have been here for awhile.
[0:22:00.2]

David Hilliard:
Yeah.  The one I think of, right off the bat, is the one that Bena got so excited about when she was talking about the bear and the zoo and all the history of how it started.  You know?  And Mrs. Debbie Wishart was sitting over at a table there, and she said, “Oh, I saw the bear”  And so that’s how long she’s been here.
Pat Faudree:
How to you spell Wishart?

David Hilliard:
W-I-S-H-A-R-T.  

Pat Faudree:
And she lives – 

David Hilliard:
She lives just right down here several blocks.  I can give you her address.

Pat Faudree:
On  Galloway?

David Hilliard:
No, it’s not  on Galloway.  It’s on either, oh, Dickinson or one of the streets that just runs –

Pat Faudree:
Okay.  We’ll get that from you.

David Hilliard:
Yeah,  okay.  Right.  So I know Debbie, I would think – in fact, she’s here at the prayer meeting this morning.  Yeah.  The ladies have a prayer meeting here, and she – saw her walking down the hall.  So she might be a very valuable person to know.

[0:23:00.1]


I – let me – Frances Brown who is – who was here a minute ago.  I don't know whether she’s still here or not.  She was filling in as secretary.  Knows everybody in this neighborhood and has been here from – she’s my primary teacher.  So she would know –

Pat Faudree:

Okay.

David Hilliard:
Names to give you about who’s been here the longest that date all the way back as far as Debbie does probably.  Debbie – that would go back to what?  1907.  Wasn’t that when the zoo and that zoological society was founded?  So she’s been here that long.  But that’s the first one.  You can start on her anyway.

Pat Faudree:
Okay.  ___.

David Hilliard:
Okay.  Ready?  As far as the future directions for our neighborhood, I’ve been very interested in the kind of outreach since I’ve been here that doesn’t ask the questions of color or of class.  

[0:24:00.5]


But rather just simply tries to be a community institution as we ought to be of all people, but I realize, usually, are the least.  We ought to be color blind and caring more for the community.


In our own church, we – I think we’ve gone a long way in the last couple of years.  I preached a sermon a couple of weeks on public education which was really stout and had this most interesting comments since I’ve been here.  Some very vocally opposed to it but much, much support which I appreciated.  

Pat Faudree:
That’s great.

David Hilliard:
Yeah.  Our older people  are still of the old mood and the old school, and it’s going – and it’s hard to go, but I think we’re to the point now where we have had one or two racially mixed groups in the church in the sense of Chelsea Avenue, the church I mentioned that closed.

[0:25:07:09]


It’s now reopened the next day as a black congregation, and our congregation, through our work area on church and society, our Christian social concerns, has made contact with their group.  We sponsored two of their black young people to go with two of our white young people and a whole host of young people to a ___  ___ camp for a training session. 

Segment 5: [00:25:34:28]

They came over as part of a about a six group meeting the other day – the other evening at our church.  So, you know, those things are beginning to happen, and I hope that we can establish a kind of – within the next year to two years, that we can establish a parent – I don't know whether you want to call it parent child, but a – maybe a neighbor to neighbor congregational  arrangement with Chelsea Avenue supplying some of our leadership skills to a church that’s just beginning, really,  it’s own ____.

[0:26:10.1]


And also letting them help us broaden our own  horizons in race relations.  So this is a definite possibility, and we’re  working on this which I think is really optimistic and a step – bold step forward.  What we’ve done here in the past – when several years ago, it would have just probably split this church down  the middle to talk about most of ___ done anything like that.

Pat Faudree:
That’s Methodist Church too?

David Hilliard:
It is a Methodist Church.  Yeah.

Pat Faudree:
Is it United Methodist?

David Hilliard:
It’s United Methodist.  It’s a shame that we couldn’t – we ought to work in transitional communities where, when we see a church going down, white – speaking of the white congregations sliding and the blacks building up all around – that we couldn’t – use it as a transitional procedure.  


We’re  trying that in another neighborhood in town, but we didn’t do it.  We just had to shut it down as a white church and open it back up the next day as a black church.  

[0:27:01.5]


And it’s been interesting.  This is the first year of that church, and it’s done phenomenally well.  But we both felt – we talked with them, and we’ve all thought wasn’t it a shame that  we couldn’t have geared in with that to have made it a transition instead of just an abrupt stop and start.  You know?

Pat Faudree:
Yeah, since it’s the same.

David Hilliard:
Yeah and the same denomination, everything.  Well.

Pat Faudree:
You learn as you go along.

David Hilliard:
Right.  Yeah.

Pat Faudree:
We hope.

David Hilliard:
As far as the strip here is concerned, I think that the turmoil is over with it  unless it’s a real heavy push.  It looks like it is  going to come alive again and really go through.  I think that could cause a lot of trouble here, but I think our real concern – mine is, now, is to find out just exactly what the status of that property is and I suppose is in the hands of federal government.

[0:28:01.4]


And what the plans are and if there’s been any kind of input as to what’s going to happen if we finally say, “Hey, we’ve done this for 22 years.  Let’s give it back to the neighborhood and develop it,” because that could be literally not only just maintenance of this church here and the church of our neighborhood, it could be expansion.  It could be like a new church life starting again when you’ve that much rebuilding right in one block from your church.


So we’re really interested in that but have not – we have not pursued that point.

Pat Faudree:
You haven’t made ___ effort to find out these things.

David Hilliard:
No but that’s, again, a thing that we – is definitely on our agenda to begin to look at this next year.  I say this next year.  Our conference just finished yesterday.  So we’re talking about conference year which begins right now.  

Pat Faudree:
To really _____.

David Hilliard:
Yeah, really – yeah, right.  In this fall, we’re having annual planning session, and that’s one of the items on  our agenda  to  talk about and to see if we  could set up a taskforce to work with whoever.

[0:29:01.4]


____ improvement who’s ever into that thing which we really don't know at this point.  Ya’ll could probably help us on that.

Pat Faudree:
We have ____ that  we’re going ___.

Betty Tilley:
Yeah, we’re –

David Hilliard:
Yeah, right.

Pat Faudree:
Let me back you up to the Chelsea Avenue because I think  - is that in  the___ area?

Betty Tilley:
It has to be.

David Hilliard:
Yeah, I believe it is.

Pat Faudree:
The other half is working on just the other side of the parkway which – I mean the ___ area, and I can't – I believe Chelsea Avenue must be –

David Hilliard:
Yeah.  It’s – I think it is.  I'm pretty sure it is.  

Pat Faudree:
When did that church close?  In ’77?

David Hilliard:
In June of ’78.  I know it was one year ago right now, and we received – their last service was the Sunday before annual conference – probably  the last Sunday  in May and then really we sent an retired Methodist preacher – a black preacher who just retired last year – out there just to see what could be done.

[0:30:05.5]


And so he canvassed the neighborhood as best he  could on his own that week after it closed.  We received seven members from Chelsea Avenue over here the Sunday that he opened the church over there and just had a few  people, but it’s grown.  Now they have over 100  members.

Pat Faudree:
Well, that’s good.

David Hilliard:
And –

Pat Faudree:
Well now, did the other church,  was it very rapid losing a membership, or was it just slow?

David Hilliard:
No.  It just  ____ so slowly.  It probably over a period of 15 years.  I held a revival there, gosh, 12 years ago or so I’d say, and it was just – it was in the Genesis point at that – they were beginning to talk about how the neighborhood was changing.  And so it’s just been a gradual thing, and they just held on until they just couldn’t hold on any longer.

Pat Faudree:
What kind of neighborhood was that compared to this?  Was it more modest homes over there?

[0:30:57.8]

Pa
Pat Faudree:
I don't see it in my mind is the reason I'm asking.  Sometimes it does make a difference.

Segment 6: [31:04:18]
David Hilliard:
Yeah, yeah.  I would say it – much more modest homes where it would be the first area that blacks, as they begin to buy into, could probably, at that point, afford, and they just became pretty rapid.  You know?  The change in the neighborhood but the church held on because people just continued to drive in because it had been there for so long.


But, oh, probably last six to seven years of this existence, there weren’t any – none of them lived there.  Very, very few.  The ones who –

[Audio stops and restarts]

Pat Faudree:

Originally.

David Hilliard:
Originally.  Yeah.  It was –

Pat Faudree:

And then when Chelsea was built, some of them – is that working?

Betty Tilley:

Yeah.

Pat Faudree:

Chelsea would be you or the Trinity.  Wouldn’t it?

David Hilliard:
Yeah.  I'm trying to think.  Trinity goes to 1924.

Pat Faudree:

No, back –

David Hilliard:
Doesn’t it?

Pat Faudree:

1950 and ’60 is the charter but they had their 50th.

[0:31:59.1]

David Hilliard:
Is it?

Pat Faudree:

That little booklet.

David Hilliard:
Yeah, that’s right.  That was the 50th one. 

Pat Faudree:

And that came out – 

David Hilliard:
I'm thinking about maybe the church building.

Pat Faudree:

Right.

David Hilliard:
They built the church building there.

Pat Faudree:

It –

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:

They had a little bitty church until the ____.

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:

Little brown.

David Hilliard:
Right.  I would think that Trinity was older than Chelsea, but I wouldn’t think maybe much older.  Just I'm not sure about that.

Pat Faudree:
They’ll probably ____ their memberships stayed probably.

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:
Pretty much.

David Hilliard:
These people, who came over here, had been members of Chelsea a long, long time.  They really – probably the time they moved in the neighborhood, they had the option of going either way, and they just chose to go to Chelsea.  

Pat Faudree:
We might should get the names of some of those people you think that live there that – well, I guess they still live where they live actually.

David Hilliard:
Yeah, okay.

Pat Faudree:
For the other half of our team who are working on other side of the parkway.

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:
Because that – I know they’ll need to do the history of that church.  I mean any – that is always an interesting topic.

[0:33:03.4]

David Hilliard:
Okay.

Pat Faudree:
How that works.

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:
This is unusual to me because the churches we’ve known before that close, open up as something else.

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:
Usually, a different denomination.

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:
____.

David Hilliard:
Right.

Pat Faudree:
Now the Baptist out here  on the southern – another ___ Baptist but a black Baptist.

David Hilliard:
Yeah, it used to be Southern Avenue Baptist and then it become Mount Olivette or Mount Olive or –

Pat Faudree:
Olivette.

David Hilliard:
Olivette.  

Pat Faudree:
I don’t think it was Mount.  It’s just Olivette.

David Hilliard:
Just Olivette Baptist.  Yeah.  Brother Waylon.  Yeah.
Pat Faudree:
They’re a very large group.

David Hilliard:
Yeah, they are.  It’s a strong church.  Yeah.  Right.  

Pat Faudree:
But that really is almost just a different denomination because they’ve always been separate.

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:

So it’s not like –

David Hilliard:
No.  This was just unusual the way it developed, and it’s been a real success story as far as that church is concerned.  They had –

Pat Faudree:
That is interesting because it’s probably  a lot closer for people to go to church than have to go back to their own neighborhood or something.

[0:34:01.9]


I would think the people that are now members of the – is it still Chelsea?
David Hilliard:
No.  It hadn’t been until Brother Reed – Dr. Reed was the pastor who went out there to serve, and here in April, I believe it was, they rededicated the church or just dedicated the church as a – as Reed United Methodist Church.

Pat Faudree:
Oh.  _____.  Yeah.  That was just this year.

David Hilliard:
Right.  It’s just been a couple of months ago.  I went to the dedication service.  They had superintendents of both districts over.  It was really a big day for him.  
Pat Faudree:
What is your membership here?

David Hilliard:
My membership is about 950.  Give or take ten.  I never keep exactly how it’s fluctuating but about 925 to 950.

[0:34:56.2]

Pat Faudree:
What’s the attendance?

David Hilliard:
Attendance right now is running about 300 in morning worship, and we’ll have – on a good Sunday, we’ll get to 200 in Sunday school, but it usually runs 185, 190, somewhere along in there.  So we’ve got about a third of our members show up on a Sunday.  

Pat Faudree:
Do you see – how has – now the Decca area is obviously more integrated.  The area just north of here is ____.  How has this affected people in this neighborhood?  Are they running scared?

David Hilliard:
They were.  They were for a considerable amount of time.  I don't see any of that now.  I really – I don't know how much further this – the integration will move in the neighborhood-wise towards us.

[0:36:02.4]


I think our people probably perceive it as having pretty well stopped about Jackson Avenue, and they feel fairly assured that this neighborhood, beyond that, is going to be fairly stable and probably predominantly white.  Whether that’s good or bad, I'm just judging maybe wrongly, but I think that’s the way they perceive it now.


So they’re sitting pretty comfortable.

Pat Faudree:
And you think that, if one or two black families moved in, it would not be a – there wouldn’t be a flight. 
David Hilliard:
No.

Pat Faudree:
Like has happened.

David Hilliard:
I don't believe so.  I think we’ve – hopefully, we’ve come beyond that where I don't believe that would happen now.

Betty Tilley:
You mentioned mid-Memphis improvement.  Do you know of any other groups that are in the area that are talking about the same things you're talking about as a church?

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

[0:36:58.0]

Betty Tilley:
That is the strip or problems with integration or anything like that?

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Betty Tilley:
Do you hear any just inform groups?  Block clubs or anything like that?

David Hilliard:
The only other one I'm familiar with would be – what do they call it?  Heritage – the one that was interested in the mansion down here.
Pat Faudree:
Memphis Heritage.

David Hilliard:
Memphis Heritage.  Is that their name?  They’ve met here as well as Mid Memphis Improvement and Decca have all used our facilities and are welcomed to at any time.  We really support those groups, and I know they’re interested in the strip.  Well, I see Heritage interested in a lot of the same things we are.  More avant-garde about it too.  


They really get out and get to hustling on the thing.  You know?  But we – at least I and a lot of our folks support them in what they’re trying to do.  Yeah.  Of course, they’re a pretty broad range.  They can go all the way to – all over town, I guess, but mainly within the parkways, I think, is where their interest is.

[0:37:59.4]

Pat Faudree:
Reed is R-E-E-D.
David Hilliard:
R-E-E-D.  Right. 

Pat Faudree:
I'm making a note because I know I won't remember that.

David Hilliard:
Yeah.

Pat Faudree:
I want to get them this tape.  

David Hilliard:
And his name – is named for Brother Reed.  Charles Reed is his name.  
[End of Audio] 
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