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Gillum: My name is Olivia Gillum.  I am 63 years old.  Today’s date is November the 16th, 2007.  I live in 

Memphis, Tennessee.  I am at Rhodes College.  My friend that I will be talking to is Rosa Love. 

Love: My name is Rose Mae Love.  I’m 64 years old.  Today’s date is November the 16th, 2007.  I am 

talking from Rhodes College in Memphis, Tennessee and my friend that I will be talking with today is 

Olivia Gillum. 

Gillum: So how are you Rose? 

Love: I’m doing fine today. 

Gillum: I’m glad I’m your friend.  I haven’t regretted now a moment of it. 

Love: Thank you very much. 

=: So we’ve been friend ever since I’ve been here and that’s well 18 years or something. 

Love: Well you is a nice friend. 

=: Thank you.  

Love: Because I remember the days that I wasn’t able to do my work and you and the other co-worker 

that’s out sick that haven’t run off now, you all did my work for me and I appreciate it. 

=: That’s what friends is for, to pitch in and help. 

Love: That’s right.  You are the best friend that I ever had. 

=: Thank you.  I hope we be friends forever. 

Love: We will. 

=: I’m looking forward to our retiring time though. 

Love: Yeah, then we'll we really be good friends.  We won't have to get up at 3:30 in the morning to 

come to work. 

=: And just imagine, we’ll be going to somebody gym every day to stay super.  Get up about 8:00, be at 

the gym about 9:00 and stay two or three hours.  Don’t that sound good to you? 



Love: Yes, it do.  I believe I need to be at somebody gym now.  I better help this arthritis and the cramps 

that I has in my leg all the time. 

=: Yeah.  After you get there and get in that whirlpool – water’s good for that kind of thing.  You won’t 

be cramping anymore but you going to stop cramping anyway before then. 

Love: I need to be like a fish, stay in the water. 

=: Then you wither up.  A fish is made to be in the water and you not made to be in the water all the 

time. 

Love: Well that’s enough about us.  We’ll talk about our kids.  How many kids do you have? 

=: I have – well I’m the mother of three but I have two girls now.  My son passed away.  And I have three 

grandsons and I have one great-grandson which will soon be three weeks old.  And you? 

Love: I have two childrens, three grandchildrens and one great-grandbaby.  My great-grandbaby, she’s a 

girl. 

=: Well it look like we trying to keep up with each other in that department. 

Love: Oh yes.  

=: Just think you have your great-grandbaby to be bringing you water, rubbing your legs, taking care of 

you. 

Love: She have been through so much.  She’s only 10 months – nine months old and she have had four 

operations since she been born and got to have another one. 

=: Well she going to come through it with flying colors.  Remember, our Father’s able to do anything. 

Love: Yeah, I hope so. 

=: So let’s talk about your childhood growing up.  Where did you grow up at? 

Love: Senatobia, Mississippi. 

=: Do you have any regrets as coming up as a child, you know, the way time was? 

Love: Not really.  We didn’t have very much.  We raised most much of our food.  We raised chickens.  

We raised hogs and that’s where we got our meataid from.  My mother canned all the vegetables.  We 

would – she had corn for meal.  Only thing we had to buy was flour because we made our lard. 

Time were real hard.  We picked cotton and sharecrop and most of the time we never did get out of 

debt.  We never had any money. 

I can remember I had two pair a shoes a year.  I had a pair of shoes for the summer to wear to church 

and a pair of winter shoes for the winter to wear to church and school.  So that was the only – we didn’t 

have any clothes.  My mother made my clothes.  We just didn’t have nothing. 

Stayed in our regular house.  Had to go to the bathroom outside and you had to go in the woods and get 

your wood and chop it up, tote it in.  Go to the well and pump water.  So other than that time was okay. 



Unknown Female: Were you a happy child? 

Love: Sometimes.  

Unknown Female: What were you like as a child? 

Love: Well I was the oldest girl at home and I had seven brothers and I was a step-child.  I didn’t feel like 

I was treated like the other seven.  It looked like to me that I was treated different which I was treated 

different because I thought it was seven boys, me one girl. 

If I washed dishes I shouldn’t have toted in wood and cut wood and toted in water and my mother make 

me do it and that just made me unhappy.  I ran away from home. 

When I was 18. 

Unknown Female: Where'd you go? 

Love: I went to stay with my aunt here in Memphis and she kept me and I got married. 

It wasn’t a good marriage but I could do some of the things I wanted to do but that weren’t nothing but 

still picking cotton, still go in the field.  Then quit go in the field and got me a job working as a maid and 

then I quit that and I went to the truck stop and start cooking. 

And therefore we had to serve the black peoples in the back.  They weren’t allowed to go to the front.  

Only thing that was allowed to go to the front was the white and we could prepare their food but we 

couldn’t eat with them.  We had to eat in the back. 

Unknown Female: What was that like? 

Love: Well, you know, I didn’t think too much about it because I was just glad to have a job but I thought 

it was always wrong to always put us in the back.  But we did. 

Most of the truck drivers would come through and they would stop and they’d go back in the back and 

eat.  But before I left they could go up front to eat.  I left Mississippi in ’78. 

Unknown Female: Do you remember the day when that changed? 

Love: No.  No, I don’t remember the exact day when that changed? 

Unknown Female: Can you describe picking cotton or working in the fields?  What was that like?  What 

was a typical day like? 

Love: It was hard.  It was – you had to chop the cotton.   

Then it growed up and during two months in the summer while the cotton was growing we – three 

months then we quit going to school.  Then we had to pick cotton and you just go there and pick cotton 

all day long.  Then during the winter you go back to school. 

So it was hard to get an education while you was working in the field.  Picking cotton was real bad.  

You’d skin up your fingers and – but I could pick a lot of cotton.  I could go to field anytime I got ready.  

About 2:00 I could be able to pick me 300 pounds of cotton and my granddaddy would let me go home 

because I’d picked 300 pounds. 



Unknown Female: Ms. Olivia, did you pick cotton, too?  You grew up in the same area, right? 

=: Not quite but we both grew up in Mississippi.  But I was born in Senatobia, but that’s not from when 

she live and then we moved to Tunica.  And it wasn’t easy but I doesn’t regret it because when I think 

back over I just thank the Lord for where I come from, where He helped me to get to now. 

We also went to school three months in the summer.  We had about three and a half miles to walk to 

school and it was hard for us, hot those, too.  My momma was a single parent.  It was five of us, three 

boys and two girls. 

We raised everything.  She can.  We raise our corn and shuck it and took it to the mill and had ground up 

for meal.  Just like Rose was saying we would only buy flour.  Raise hogs.  We even raised popcorn, 

peanuts and those were really good days.  We didn’t think so then but it was. 

Unknown Female: What was so good about it? 

=: We learned how to work.  We learned how to survive.  Kids nowadays they doesn’t do that much 

work.  They doesn’t even want to take the garbage out.  So we know how to survive. 

But at the particular time, you know, it was really hard.  When you grew up and understand you see 

things in a different way.  My mom passed away when I was 13 and we moved to Memphis to stay with 

my aunt. 

Unknown Female: How was Memphis different than Tunica? 

=: Well we had inside bathrooms and we had gas.  It was just really different. 

We walked to school but we didn’t have to walk as far plus we went to school the whole nine months.  

We didn’t go three in the summer and six in the winter.  So there was no break.  It was just straight 

through.  So it was really better.  And I got married when I was 17.  I used to work at Piccadilly.  At that 

particular time in the ‘60’s and ’62 it wasn’t only – we only serve white.  We didn’t serve no blacks.  In 

’63 they started serving blacks. 

I worked there for five years.  I was the first black person they put on the line to serve downtown on 

Melisa which is closed now.  So they transfer us to White Haven.  So I have had a tough life and I have 

had a good life. 

Unknown Female: What is Piccadilly? 

=: It’s a restaurant, a food place.  It’s a nice place to eat at. 

Unknown Female: Do you remember – what was it like?  How were you treated when they were – the 

change happened and you were serving and blacks and whites? 

=: Well it was – it wasn’t really no different but it was just nice that you had made the change because 

everybody deserved to go wherever they want to, eat wherever they want to. 

All of us are equal.  None of us are better than the other one although everybody doesn’t see it that 

way.  So it was just nice to see the change that everybody could go to the same place whenever they got 

ready.  I call it being fair. 



Unknown Female: Do you two remember the day you first met? 

=: Yes.  The day I first met Rose was the day that I first started to work out here. 

She knowed a lot of my peoples.  She introduced me to a lot of my peoples.  I got to know a lot of my 

peoples through her.  Believe it or not her mom and my mom went to school together.  It was just a joy 

to meet her and to find out so much about my people and that I didn’t even know. 

Unknown Female: What kinds of things? 

=: Like they was – my mom and her mom, they went to the same school together, they used to be 

friends and now we friends and that’s a good thing.  You never know where life going to take you. 

Unknown Female: Ms. Rosie, did you give her any advice because you’d been working here before, 

right? 

Love: Yeah.  I’ve been here ever since ’84.  I’ve been here about 22 years. 

Unknown Female: What kinds of advice did you give Ms. Olivia when she started working here? 

Love: I tell her things that she could do and things that she shouldn’t do and we just come to be good 

friends and we been friends ever since she started.  We work in the same building.  We’ve been working 

in the same building ever since she been here for the first part of the morning. 

First part of the morning we works in the same building which is Palmer Hall.  Then the rest of the day 

she goes to Robb Ellet and White and I go to the chemistry building.  Sometimes we eat lunch together if 

the weather’s not bad.  She just a good friend.  She a good person.  She has always been there for me. 

If I call her anytime day or night that she’ll come and not too many peoples do that.  Your own peoples 

will turn you down.  If she got money I got money.  If I need to go somewhere, don’t have no 

transportation she’ll take me.  If my car’s down she’ll pick me up and bring me to work and I do the 

same for her.  We’re just real good friends. 

Everyone  have a friend no better than her because she’s more – seem like to be more to me in my own 

two sisters.  I have two sisters and I really believe in her and I believe in my two sisters.  I just love her 

for it. 

=: I love you, too, being my friend.  My sister live in Rochester, New York so I have two brothers that live 

here but we keep in contact.  We mostly talk every night.  So Rose my sister, too.  We just always there 

for each other.  So since my sister stay so far away she my sister, too. 

I’ve been trying to take her to Rochester with me but she won’t go.  So every year I be fortunate enough 

to go see my sister.  I stay one week but I didn’t go this year.  I used to be in New York this week and 

come home for Thanksgiving. 

So this the only reason I’m at work because I didn’t go out of town because this is when I take my 

vacation.  I always be here for you Rosa. 

Love: I really appreciate it.  I hate to leave you that year I’m going to retire before you do. 



=: (Laughs) I think I can live with it until I retire and then we both will be sitting on a push rocker 

together. 

Love: Waiting on the mailman. 

=: Yeah, waiting on the mailman.  Just like we be waiting on payday at work. 

Love: Which is today. 

=: The two best days is Friday and payday. 

Unknown Female: So you’re retiring one year earlier? 

Love: I’m almost a year older than she is. 

Unknown Female: What year do you get to retire? 

Love: I get to retire in 2009.  I have to retire – well I don’t have to.  My retirement age will be 66 and I’m 

64 now.  I was 64 June 23rd.  She was 63 in March.  So I get to retire at least some months before she 

will. 

Unknown Female: Can each of you describe your typical day, what time you wake up, what you do, 

when you come to work, what you do at work? 

=: Well I used to wake up about 3:30 with the help of my friend.  They’ll call and wake me up. 

But you know, that’s a strange thing.  If I don’t know they going to call I can wake up.  So I think I just be 

waiting on the phone to ring to wake me up.  Then I get up and get ready for work.  I leave home about 

10 or 15 minutes after 4:00.  I get to work about 4:40 or 4:45 or something like that.  We punch in about 

five minutes to 5:00 then we leave and go to our academic buildings that we going to work in.  Which is 

Palmer Hall.  So we have to empty garbage, dust. 

Sometimes we have to run the vacuum cleaner.  Anyway, the first part of the morning we do office 

work.  We got on break at 8:00 to 8:15.  After 8:15 we go to our permanent building which mine is Robb, 

Ellet, and White.  They all three combine together, you know.  Once I get in Robb I don’t have to go back 

outside.  If I go up on the second floor I can just go all the way around.  My dorm have all boys up until 

this year but yet I guess about 30 girls in our dorm.  But have been all boys dorm for 18 years. 

Unknown Female: Are the- 

=: That I've been here. 

Unknown Female: Do the boys know you and recognize you? 

=: Yes.  We have a good time.  We have a special relationship.  We nice and caring to each other, speak 

to each other and chat with each other.  So I have had some that have graduate, they used to tell me, 

“You’re our second mom away from home.”  I say, “Yeah, I get you,” you know. 

I would tell them when they coming up to the exam, “Don’t stay up all night.  You got to study so you 

can’t party all night.”  They would just look like you just tickle them.  There’s someone, you know, is on 

their back about studying and stuff like that. 



We always got along real good.  So every year I have new boys, some graduate, some come over.  

Sometime they be fortunate to stay their whole four years over there but every year they pull the name 

of the dorms and whatever dorm you pull the name that’s the dorm you stay in unless you swap with 

someone. 

My building is in the center of everything.  So most of them like to stay over there.  When they go to 

class they don’t have to walk all across campus.  Just they in the center.  It’s right across from Palmer 

Hall.  They just love it.  Some of them nice.  Some of them kind of rough.  But we still get along. 

Unknown Female: Have you ever had a bad interaction with a student?  Are they ever disrespectful? 

=: Well yeah, to me a lot of them do because I could be in the bathroom cleaning it and they’ll just walk 

in and they won’t say, “Excuse,” or nothing.  I could be cleaning the commode, you know, and I’ll hear 

some – the urine things flushing. 

To me that’s disrespect but I don’t think they think anything of it.  I can be cleaning these – I hear the 

shower running.  I could be cleaning the shower, I turn around somebody’s in the stall and to me that’s 

not being respectful. 

I will tell them, “If you have to use the bathroom just tell me.  Just say, ‘Excuse me.’  I will gladly go out.  

This is the only private station that you have.”  They say, “No, that’s okay.”  I said, “No, it’s not okay.  I’ll 

be glad to go out.” 

But I don’t think that they think it’s disrespectful but to me it really is.  We tell the RA when school first 

start when they have a meeting to ask them to do this but they don’t.  But other than that we have no 

run ins or anything.  So it’s a nice place to work. 

Unknown Female: What time does your day end? 

=: 1:30 

Unknown Female: What do you do when you go home? 

=: Well sometime I have to stop before I get home and pay bills or stop at the store, something like that.  

When I get home I – maybe I have to wash or clean up. 

So I’m busy and if I’m not busy I just sit down and look at TV.  I don’t cook very much anymore.  My 

eating is for fill. 

Unknown Female: What are your favorite TV shows? 

=: My favorite TV shows is the Young and the Restless (Laughs), All My Children, General Hospital, Days 

of Our Lives and on Saturday my favorite TV show is Lifetime. 

I think everybody like Lifetime.  So Lifetime is my station on weekends and through the week I look at 

soaps.  So I look at TV a lot.  Sometime I can’t go to sleep at night so I look at TV until about 2:00 in the 

morning, get that little hour of sleep and get up and come on to work. 

Unknown Female: Ms. Rosie, what’s your day like? 



Love: It starts at I guess up in the morning about 3:30.  I get dressed for work.  I fix my lunch and I leaves 

home about 4:15. 

I clock in about five to 5:00, gets to Palmer, get my card out and go straight to work.  I has about 35 

office to do and five bathrooms before 8:00.  At 8:00 it’s break time.  8:15 it’s over so we leave there 

and I come to the chemistry building. 

Mostly I’m doing the same thing.  I clean labs and I have three bathrooms to do and the labs over there.  

It ends at 1:30 and I goes to the second job.  I finish there at different times. 

Unknown Female: What’s your second job? 

Love: Cleaning folks' houses.  I got one like on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, every other Wednesday and 

every Thursday and ever Friday. 

I work two hours on Friday, two hours on Thursday, three hours every other Wednesday and about 

three hours and a half on Tuesday and I work for nobody on Monday.  Then my day end.  I goes home.  

My son, he live there. 

He’s not working so he cooks, he wash, he cleans house there.  He’s the maid at my house.  I’m a maid 

at somebody else house.  I eat, take a bath and get into bed and watch TV till I fall asleep. 

Unknown Female: What’s the hardest part about working as a housekeeper? 

Love: I don’t know.  I like it.  I got some houses in a little worse shape than the others. 

My Tuesday house, she has about 16 rooms and every one of them is dirty every week.  So anything you 

do she think you did a great job because it look so much better than it did before you got there.  She 

have two little boys.  She have four bedrooms and she let them mess up all of them.  She have four 

bathrooms. 

She let them mess up all them, too.  So it’s nice.  They pays good and it helps me out a lot because I’m 

single and no – in bills.  I get one paid. I said, “I’m not making any more bills.  I’m going to get these bills 

paid off,” and before I get it paid off I don’t even charge something else.  But I’m telling everyone I like 

it.  I likes housekeeping. 

I guess the reason I like it so well because that’s the only thing I ever done asides I used to work at the 

truck stop and that was cooking. 

Unknown Female: Do you find you have any friendships with the students here? 

Love: I don’t be around students that much.  In the chemistry building we just like passing through and 

they in class.  When they’s in class I’m trying to clean.  When they’s out of class I’m just about going 

home, going to take a break.  So I come in contact with a few but not very many. 

Unknown Female: They’re respectful to you? 

Love: Yeah.  All the professors in chemistry, they real nice.  They seems to be, you know. 

They speak, they’ll hold a conversation.  They don’t complain. 



Unknown Female: Can you talk a little bit more about that time when you weren’t able to work and your 

friends helped you, you were ill? 

Love: Yeah.  I just – I had – I got a bad nerve in one of my sides, in my left side and arthritis and 

sometime it would hurt so bad.  It hurt so bad to mop and it hurt to pick up garbage cans.  I had to do 

classrooms then and reaching up it hurt it.  So they would help me out.  They would do my work and 

their work.  That’s the honest thing that kept me going, honest thing that kept me with a job because I 

couldn’t do all my work by myself everyday but it got better. 

Now my leg start cramping.  So I’m doing better with my work now than I was.  But I know they friends is 

nice to have.  Even the janitor in that building he’s real nice because he have helped me out so much, 

too.  All four of us work together.  Even then the boss man said, “You all gets along so good.”  He said, “I 

never hear nothing from you all.”  I just like – I guess that’s what made me like them so well.  But the 

other lady, she’s off sick now.  She’s been sick almost a year.  She won’t hardly be back. 

Unknown Female: Ms. Olivia, describe Ms. Rosie. 

=: Well she’s a wonderful person.  She kind of quiet but she’s real nice and she always there for anyone.  

She is a good person.  Anyone that meet her will like her.  Right Rose bud? 

Love: Yeah.  I believe in helping anybody that I can. 

=: We laugh at each other because there’s so many times we help people that I just like his grandson, his 

friend. 

Well his grandmother passed away and he was living with his grandmother.  So he didn’t have nowhere 

to stay.  So he just come on down there and stay.  It’s good to help, you know.  When he left he had to 

come back again.  I want him to continue to go to school so I just let him stay.  So he stayed until he 

graduated and just kept staying.  She’s the same way.  Someone’s homeless or something we take them 

in.  You can’t beat that. 

Unknown Female: There’s just a couple minutes left.  Do you want to talk a little bit more about what 

you hope to do together when you retire in the next couple of years? 

=: We going to have so much fun.  I think Rose bud going to be doing all the driving though.  So I’ll be 

just like I have a chauffeur.  She going to come pick me up and we not going to let the grass grow up 

under our feet.  We aren’t going to be one just go home to sit down.  We going to be find us something 

to do every day. 

That way our bones won’t tighten up.  We stay super.  We won’t be walking on no walking cane or 

nothing.  Nothing’s wrong with that but we going to go to the gym.  My sister-in-law she go to Hope and 

Healing.  So I think that’s where we’re going to be going every day. 

So I’m going to keep her very active.  She’s going to be so active I’ll have to go and leave her.  She going 

to tell him he can’t stay there no more.  He have to find him a new home.  I don’t want him to find no 

home on me though.  I want one that pays me back and just keep on going.  (Laughs) 

Unknown Female: This is your son? 

=: No.  Arthur is arthritis. 



Unknown Female: Oh. 

=: Do you know – yeah.  Arthur.  So we just called it Arthur because he don’t care who he jump on when 

he jump on them and where he jump on them at but he ain’t going to have no home no more on Rose 

bud and I’m going to be fighting him, keep him from jumping on me. 

Unknown Female: Do you have anything, both of you, that you want to – messages for maybe your 

grandchildren or your great-grandchildren when they’re old enough to listen to this?  What do you hope 

for their future? 

=: I hope that my grandkids grow up and just – I want them to be successful in life, get a good education 

and I always tell them they can be whatever they want to be.  All you have to do is make an effort 

because they have such better chance than we had.  All they have to do is just come home, eat, sleep 

and go to school and you can be whatever you want to be. 

My little grandson that blind, he go to Tennessee School for the Blind in Nashville, he going to be 

somebody someday.  He love music.  He got his drum, his guitar and he got all music instruments.  He 

play the keyboard and I just hope he just keep the man that he have.  He’s 13 years old.  He very 

religious and I just want him to be blessed to be something and be able to take care of his self in life.  

Not that I have any doubt that he will. 

I just want them to remember that they can be anything that they want to be.  All they have to do set 

their goal and work forward to it. 

Unknown Female: What about you Ms. Rosie? 

Love: Well I already think my grandkids want nothing out of life.  They – my oldest one, he quit school 

when he got in the 10th grade.  He was playing basketball real good, his football and he just – he loved 

to fight so they kicked him out of school.  My other grandson, he just don’t seem like he want to go to 

school.   

He say he don’t like going to school.  He’s 17.  Now his mom won’t let him quit so she finds a way to 

keep him in school.  My other grandbaby, she just 18 months but she’s a happy little girl. 

She sings and she talks on the phone.  She just – she go to – her mom take her to church every Sunday.  

She just be clapping just like the grown peoples and if anybody gets happy in that church she jump out 

of her mother’s arm and go to them and starting to jump. 

If anybody got a piece of pace board or something she go grab it and she start fanning them.  It seem 

like she going to try to be something if she don’t change.  My great-grandbaby, she have had several 

operations since she been born and now she got to have another operation.  She was born without a 

rectum.  She was born without – she can’t have a bowel movement and she have to have tubes put in 

her throat. 

She have all that done except the rectum.  So they said they going to let her get a little bit stronger and 

they going to give her that surgery.  So I just pray that she will come through all right.  I hope the other 

two will change and start depend on their self and stop depending on somebody else. 

Unknown Female: Is there anything you’d like to add for the end of the recording? 



Love: No.  I will like to say I really have enjoyed it and talking and really enjoyed the meeting. 

=: So have I. 

 


