THE SOCTAL W PLICATIONS OF THE: SANITATION STRIXKE

The more than 1,000 striking sanitation workers have becn sit-
tinz along the sid=21lines six or scven wezks watching the big battle
that 15 boing wvaced 4in their behalf. Th=y arc sceing thinss that
they naver witnessed belore == boycotta, marches, protestg rillies
and othar inplications that £e 10 make up a pover bhattleo

The boycott on downtovn stores is paying off. [undreds of pea=
ple have stoppad taking the two daily péperso some ncig-borhood gro-
cery ctores <arc Boing boycotted and thig has brought a loud ery ffom
Chinese arocafs; this inecidert 4g boine pointed out to them that they
are as gullty as whites when it comes to calling Menrocs by thelf
first nazeca, |

Thanks to Roy i1lking, Ixecutive Secretary of the Noao.A.C.P. and
Reve. Dro Vartin Lutharp King Jdr. who rushed in -hen the strike was at
& low ebb and pumped new energy into Yegro citizens,

The stri%e sovctlioht however, has boen taken by a ~roup of wili-
tant ministers heaing by the Feve James M, Lavaon Jdr. While llayor
Henry Loeb continues to say MO to a union duecs chack=0ff.0. garbage
trucks and vorkers continues to roll and makre curvcide pick-ups.

deanwhile, the uninvelved strikers Just sit and wa4it watching
thair bills grow high, but apparently enjoys all the fuss that is

being mate over thom, S
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Desplte the sanitation sufferare, the strikers are receliving
food stamps from the city of !emphis amd are getting some financisal
food help throush the union from most loeal churches and schools.,

As a result of this march lead in and/or for the behalf of the .
sanitation workers; for the first time ever in the city of_Xemphis,
what was to be a peaceful march (non-violently) turned out t¢ be one
of the most chaotic animositiecs ever to be witnessed by a black or
white citizen in lemphls evee. 2 ri0t.

This was a riot that involved ané/or resulted in the destruction
of private property, cruel police brutality to the innocont as well
as the gullty, injured and killed pOOple, and the city's young cencr-
ation (the teenascrs).,

in conclusion, I only regret that 1t took the sanitation workers
to open the eyns and minds of the unconcerned white p2opl2 in Memphin.

as well as the entire nation,



