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Interviewer, Lucius E. Burch

Lucius E. Burch:
If you’re gonna understand the Crump era and the effect on civil rights and many other effects that it had on the growth of this community you’ve got to go back into the history of this region to a considerable degree.  When you talk about the civil rights movement and what has happened in the past 20 years you’ve got to understand that against a backdrop of a 

[0:01:00]
city that did not exist until about 1850.  I believe it didn’t become a large city until about 1880.  


You have also got to understand that you’re dealing with a background which involves human slavery within the personal experience of many people who were alive back when the Crump era was being generated and started.  Look at me now.  I am 71 years old but the woman who probably had the most influence in my life if you believe in modern sociologists was a black woman who had nursed me and who had been born into slavery.

[0:02:00]
It’s that close to us.  The men who a generation ahead of me and who were the people that constituted the Crump machine and Crump himself, they had come from an agricultural background where slavery had been the rule.  No question of any civil rights.  It was a question of whether you owned a black man or whether you didn’t.

Now I say that because it is so easy now to look back on the people that opposed civil rights and say that they were bad and evil and the truth is that they were imprisoned by their environment just like the ghetto black is imprisoned by his today.  

[0:03:00]
Now, Crump did come from an agricultural family down in Harley Springs, Mississippi.  Very rural and it never occurred to him that there ever would be a time in the world when anybody would insist that a black man was equal to a white.  That was just beyond his comprehension.

Interviewer:
Mm-hm.  I saw that in _________ the ones that ______.  

Lucius E. Burch:
Well, it was not just him.  It was everybody that supported him and it was the preponderant viewpoint of the white community back in the let’s say ‘20s and ‘30s and early ‘40s.  So the official viewpoint of the Crump machine was that – and this was practically a quote from what Mr. Crump said.

[0:04:00]
That this was a white man’s town.  It was a very paternalistic outlook.  He wanted to see that they had a certain minimum amount of food and job opportunities and things like that sort but it was a patronage.  All right.  Now what do you want to know?
Interviewer:
How did this ______ _______ _____ the emphasis from it says that in the ‘50s very much sort of _______ _______ former generation who

[0:05:00]
would ______ ______ leadership ______ ______ are like you or other people?  How did this manifest itself in the race relationships?  

Lucius E. Burch:
Well, it’s like everything else.  I don’t know who said it.  Some philosopher put it quite so that nothing is so powerful as an idea whose time has come.  And the universities were turning out people who had an education that parents never had.  Now I was fortunate in going to a great university and 

[0:06:00]
And having some exposure to great courses in sociology and I learned that there was no genetic difference in the propensity of the white man and the black man.  And people that knew that they could not morally adjust themselves to a position that resulted in discrimination based on race.  I think it was as simple as that.

Once you know the facts about something you generally try to – come in.

Male:
Excuse me.  Did you want me to get anything for your trip, for our trip?
[0:07:00]
No.  I’ve got the briefs and all the papers all set.  


You try to accommodate yourself to your knowledge in a way that at least you feel intellectually comfortable with it.  And there were people in that period that had that knowledge and had that exposure.  


And then when the war was over there were people coming back into the community that had served in the service with blacks and organized labor which had been completely or almost prohibited during the Crump era they began to assert themselves and the result was that there was an opposition that in the end overcame the administration.

[0:08:00]
It’s very difficult for you to realize that in this community Crump had almost as much power as Hitler.  That’s not an exaggeration.  He didn’t use it the same way and it was a more benign sort of power but he dominated everything.

Interviewer:
You spoke on organized labor.  I had the impression that until 1968 when there was an inclusion strike there was this sort of segregation between white and black labor unions.  Did organized labor support the civil rights __________? 

Lucius E. Burch:
No.  Oh, no.  No.  When I thought of organized labor I was referring to one of the forces that brought the Crump organization down.  

[0:09:00]
But actually organized labor back before that time it was just as intent on preserving segregation as anybody else.  They didn’t want to desegregate.  There has been no desegregation that has ever voluntarily occurred.  It has always occurred by reason of law.  

Interviewer:
What was the reason for the failure of the first _____________ founded in 1956?  I heard for example that the two groups, white and black, had been inseparably and ethically ______ to the change.  What was their reason for the failure or was there some conversation to the ______ _______ community relationships ________?  

Lucius E. Burch:
No.  There was not a smooth transition.  The first one was so obviously foolish that everybody in it, black and white, realized it.

[0:10:00]
And so it just dissolved.  It just disappeared.  

Interviewer:
And who instigated ___________ community _________.  

Lucius E. Burch:
No idea.
Interviewer:
What were the reasons, what were the lessons you learned from the 1956 effort of –  

Lucius E. Burch:
Well –

Interviewer:
What was the underlying –

Lucius E. Burch:
Well, the underlying reason was that there was this great community need that had to be fulfilled.  Otherwise if some rational method couldn’t be found that we were gonna have the violence that was characterized in Little Rock and Birmingham and other places.  

[0:11:00]
Now, if you want a good history as to how that occurred there’s a book just recently out that you should pick up and read.  I see you’ve got Tucker’s book which is pretty good.


There’s a history of the Memphis and Cherokee County Bar Association by a man named Lanier.

Interviewer:
Mm-hm.  Okay.  

Lucius E. Burch:
And you get that book and it has a lot to do with the formation of those committees and how they came about.  

Interviewer:
I think ____________ .  

Lucius E. Burch:
No, no.  Lanier’s a lawyer.  He’s running for election as a judge at the present moment.  I had the book but I loaned it to somebody.  But you can pick it up.
Interviewer:
I can pick it up.  What was the, for example, I’ve heard that in the beginning _________ _______ relations more or less regularly?

[0:12:00]
Lucius E. Burch:
Yes.

Interviewer:
And that was in the beginning of the ‘60s and the desegregation _________to desegregate as a tool that is possible without a lot of publicity but then they were ordering this first period of desegregation ________________ while they were ________.
Lucius E. Burch:
That’s true.
Interviewer:
And I would be interested in what was the reason in your opinion of __________ and Jesse Turner _________ from the _______ 1967 ____ fire department.  

[0:13:00]
Lucius E. Burch:
Well, that’s what it was.  They were quite impatient with the extent at which desegregation was occurring and wanted to move on and many of the white members of the committee who were perfectly willing to devote themselves to removing desegregation by race.  Having done that they were not as interested as the blacks were to keep moving forward as they are today.  


Like there are many, many responsible white people in the community who would fight vigorously to keep blacks from getting access to public facilities on a completely equal basis.  But those same people do not feel that it was incumbent upon them to envision reverse discrimination and other things the blacks are now insisting upon.
[0:14:00]
I’m less than enthusiastic about some of that myself.  Of course Jesse Turner and Maxine they want to keep it moving.

Interviewer:
What are these things you’re not enthusiastic about?  Would you specify?  

Lucius E. Burch:
Yes.  Quotas.  
Interviewer:
Mm-hm.  

Lucius E. Burch:
To me to say that a company has to have a certain quota of black employees and white employees, that seems to me to perpetuate and stratify racial differences.  I think once a man has got full access to public education and full access to every public facility he ought to be treated as a man or a woman.  Not whether he is black, red or brown.

[00:15:00]
I can’t see any basis for treating blacks any differently about that than the Irish or Hispanics or the Jews or anybody else.  Once a person has received full access, truly full access to everything that the law permits.  I’m not much interested getting beyond that.  I leave it at that anyhow.
Interviewer:
Would you also categorize the _______ programs _____ things which are not _______ —  

Lucius E. Burch:
Yes.  I think busing has been a failure.  

[0:16:00]
Although at first I was in favor of busing.  I thought the idea was a good one and at least the basis on which busing is predicated is intellectually sound.  But it doesn’t work that way and it’s counterproductive now and I think you’ll find that a good many blacks are coming around to that too.
Interviewer:
I have a question going back a little bit, ______to the ‘60s.  What was the emergence of the ____, what was, how do you see the reactions of the white leadership?  You said that  ________________ civil rights.  Do you see that as a more free ______?  And or as a more ______ ______?

[0:17:00]
Was it, for example, Davy Crocker’s book  ______ impression these were the whites who were those who finally brought desegregation but I think ___________ exaggerating.  _______ I got the impression ___________ that whites only _______ __________ to whites when they reacted to the civil rights movement.
Lucius E. Burch:
It was both.  You can’t generalize about whites any more than you can about blacks.  There were some whites who had been militant all along for desegregation realizing that it was wrong.   

[0:18:00]
You’ll find some of that in this other history that I’m telling you about.  But at the first they didn’t have many supporters among the white community.  It took over five years to get them to buy desegregation so that the black man could use the ______ library.

But while these first few who were opposing segregation on an intellectual and moral basis these problems were building up in the community.  They came to a head the sanitation strike and the death of Martin Luther King and then the much larger part of the white community did respond to it reactively.  So you’ve got both factors in it.

[0:19:00]

Interviewer:
What are those few who you say on an intellectual basis still ______ segregation?  I know it’s _____ but I just want –  

Lucius E. Burch:
Oh, people like Francis Cole and Edmond Orville to a certain extent.  Jarrod Bronson, Lawrence Grotta.  
[0:20:00]
There were a few ministers, two, three.  I’ve forgotten who they were but they were not many but they were some and they were vocal and they were heard.  They at first were ridiculed.   


A movement of any sort starts very, very slowly and religious ________ are always ridiculed.  You see it now in the effort to obtain nuclear disarmament.  But in time they will be about ______ accomplish it if we don’t blow ourselves up in the meantime.  But that on a smaller scale was about the same, same sort of thing.

[0:21:00]

Interviewer:
Well, history started with some_______ a couple of _________ and Donnie ______ said that the liberals were _______ by the rest of the black community.  Did you experience any of these things in your own life during the ‘50s and ‘60s?  

Lucius E. Burch:
Yeah, and I wrote a paper on that.  I’ll see if I can resurrect it and give it to you about the difficulties of liberalism.  Mr. Kline, see if you can find a copy of that paper why I am a liberal.  Would you?
Interviewer:
Was that published in the ________?  

Lucius E. Burch:
Yeah.

[0:22:00]

Interviewer:
I think if you can get that  _________.  

Lucius E. Burch:
Yeah.
I’m sure you can.  I’ll give you the date of it if I haven’t got a copy.

Interviewer:
__________.  Don Pryor and Fred ______ were ______.

Lucius E. Burch:
Fred who?

Interviewer:
Fred Davis.  

Lucius E. Burch:
Yeah.

Interviewer:
Fred would say that Mia Ingram was the one who ______ started the sanitation workers.  

Lucius E. Burch:
You can just have that.

Interviewer:
All right.  Thank you.  And they say he was frustrated.  He wanted to be a ________ and so he went to a _____ ______ and _____ his black _____.  What do you think of all these cases?
[0:23:00]
Lucius E. Burch:
Well, I would first _____ his judgment about it because he’s much closer to that _______ ______ than I was.  He was on the city commission.  I know this but Donnie and I had it settled and Jerry Woolruth who was the head of the sanitation workers, he was losing.  Straight on down.  Looked like he prescribed for ______ _______ .  

And Donnie and I had a meeting with him and he agreed that he would terminate the strike if we could get a letter from the mayor saying that the union dues could be deducted by the city.  We took that to Mayor Loeb and he refused to make that concession.

Interviewer:
When did _____ _____?  

Lucius E. Burch:
Well, it was just a few days before the march.

[0:24:00]
Of course the climax, you know it was really the ______.

Interviewer:
Do you think what effects the ______ strike had on the city?  ______ said it was a climax ________ because _______ was a ___________ polarized _________ polarization __________.  

Lucius E. Burch:
I don’t think it was either one.  I don’t have to choose either one do I?  No.  I think it was – I think the sanitation strike was the thing that was the feeling of ______ _____ 
[0:25:00]
on which Martin Luther King hung an effort on his part to further civil rights and which resulted in his death.  Now, that focused attention as nothing else ever had or could ever upon the absolute necessity of just recognition of the claims of blacks or continued bloodshed.  

[0:26:00]
Now history will give a great credit to the black population for the lack of violence that they deployed.  It would have been very easy, for instance it’s possible several areas like Mississippi where a large preponderance of the population is black and where everybody is armed.  There is no family, black or white that doesn’t have a firearm of some kind.  Blacks could have made this state uninhabitable.  


If you had terrorist groups among the blacks based upon a desire to obtain equal black rights and they were organized like the ____ are in Germany where you’ve got various ______ ones, it could have really been deadly.  But there was very little of that.
[0:27:00]
The blacks were very patient and long suffering.  

Interviewer:
What do you think was the difference of the use of violence from the black society?  Just general wise.  Than from the side of _____ ______ ___ in comparison to other cities like _____ and Montgomery or _____?  

Lucius E. Burch:
Well, I think it was less and one of the reasons that it was less was the activities that had been conducted by the committee to which you referred and to the good support that those activities had from both of the local newspapers.  They had _____ _____ _______ and great progress had been made.

[0:28:00]
You see there was considerable lapse of time between the assassination of Martin Luther King and _______ and _____ Mississippi.  
Interviewer:
How would you say the difference in the black leadership in _______ compared with other southern cities?  

Lucius E. Burch:
I can’t really comment on that because I don’t know enough about what happened in other southern cities.  All I could see was the newspaper reports but I would give very good marks to leadership here.  One of the early leaders and very effective was a man named James Lawson.  He’s a black minister.  

[0:29:00]
And he led the move to obtain admission of blacks to _____ University.  I think that Lawson had actually been to India to find out about Gandhi’s methods of nonviolence.  Lawson was a very effective black leader.  


Things the white community in general said about him were just awful.  They thought he was a reincarnation of the devil but actually Lawson was a very good man and the whites owe him a lot because he led with moderation.  He ______ away from the _____ is now.


And the same thing was true with Maxine Smith and Roscoe Smith and Jesse Turner.  The remained very active leaders and they represented their people vigorously.

[0:30:00]
 But they had never advocated violence of any sort.  I would say that the black leadership was being very responsible.

Interviewer:
Do you see any changes in the attitudes of the black leadership today _____________ people ______________________?

Lucius E. Burch:
Yeah, there’s great difference in that back in those days there was what you said the black leadership knew what you were talking about and what it was.  It’s become very fragmented now, more fragmented.  And they had fights among themselves.
[0:31:00]
Roscoe Smith group doesn’t get on too well with the Harold Ford group.  And Harold Ford’s they’re interested in amassing political power and there’s not the cohesiveness that existed in those days and it was good but there is not.  It’s good to have competition in government.

Interviewer:
Do you think that there is still something like the civil rights movement in _____?  

Lucius E. Burch:
No.  There is no such thing as civil rights movement.  There is in Memphis many people in many organizations who are very much interested in civil rights.  But they are interested in it in connection with other activities and interests that they carry on.   

[0:32:00]
 I would guess that the American Civil Liberties Union is – I don’t know what the membership is but it must be very small.  

Interviewer:
Do you see any _______ for example between the citizen councils as they were ________ the ‘50s and the Republican party?  

Lucius E. Burch:
I don’t think so.  Other than both of them attract conservative people.  I don’t think you could say that the Republicans are in any way __________ council, rights of _____ council.  

[0:33:00]
Although I am a very active Democrat and member of the Tennessee Democratic Executive Committee, I could not _____ to say because anything racist about the Republican Party as it used to ____.

Interviewer:
The chamber of commerce took after the ________ sanitation workers strike in 1968 took a very reactive role in _______ for civil rights in support of the members’ _____________ the roles in favor of ___________ workers that ______.  

[0:34:00]
What do you think __________ only ________  the recession of 1973?

Lucius E. Burch:
I don’t think so.  I think the chamber of commerce is less interested in it because there doesn’t exist the need for civil rights activism.  When a black man can go down and register and vote and constitutes 50 percent of the population and a black man has every legal right that a white man has, it’s just hard to keep up the momentum that exists when a black man cannot go down to the public fountain in the courthouse and drink out of it.  People get ready to do something about an _________ in justice.
[0:35:00]
When the more obvious evidences are removed they relax and ________ what is happening.  

Interviewer:
I got a feeling that when ______________ about the chamber of commerce that the underlying pattern of philosophy was if you don’t get black people participating in the ______ more strongly, more ______ in the common ways, if they don’t earn more, the majority of black people are gonna stay in the lower income categories that these affect a real common _________.

Lucius E. Burch:
_____________.  Of course that activity continues and not just for the blacks but for everybody.  Get more jobs and more employment.  That’s what the jobs conference was about.  

[0:36:00]
The community if it is to prosper and become the sort of community that it has the potential of becoming, it has got to provide more earning capacity to blacks so they will be consumers and purchasers and producers and taxpayers.  I think that’s generally recognized and certainly by the chamber of commerce.


Mr._______, I’m gonna have to _____ time on you because I’ve got to keep another appointment.  

Interviewer:
Okay.  Thank you very much for giving me the opportunity –

Lucius E. Burch:
What are you going to do with your life?
Interviewer:
I will go back to Germany in October and then I will finish my studies in political science and I want to work _______ specializing in ______ politics.

[0:37:00]
And I would like for the sort of ______ organization to support the government _______.  

Lucius E. Burch:
Well, you are missing a promising career as a journalist.  You’re a gifted interviewer.  You do a good job.

Interviewer:
I got some standard questions first.  I have no questions _____ the interview.  It just occurs to me.  Then when I talk to people I ask them _______ because _________  

Lucius E. Burch:
You do a good job and you have a good sense of relevance.

Interviewer:
Thank you.  

Lucius E. Burch:
All right.  Now I must run you on your way because I must keep ____ appointment somewhere else.

[End of Audio]
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