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Elizabeth Gritter, Charlie Peete, Jr.

[0:00:00]

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You can have that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay, thank you.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And my name got knocked off from the very top.  [Chuckle]  

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
All right.

Elizabeth Gritter:
That’s the name here.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, right.  Ed McAteer is a well-known Master of Ceremonies.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, good.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Good, it’s on?

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Uh-oh.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Gotta tell you, this recorder has caused me more trouble.  [Laughter]
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I’m sure it does.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay, let me – okay.  So, yeah, if you would tell me how you got interested in politics and –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
All right.  I would say my first contact with Henry Loeb was Henry and my father – my father was a Memphis architect – they knew each other and got to know each other better –
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in the '50s.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And at that time, we didn’t have a City Council.  We had a different type of city government, and it consisted of a mayor and four commissioners – like the Commissioner of Public Service, the Commissioner of Public Works, that type of thing.  There were four different types of commissioners.

And Henry was a commissioner before he was the mayor.  And he was – when Henry – I’m trying to get my thing – when Henry – Henry asked my father to run at a engineers club.  A engineers club was a monthly –
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was a September picnic, where all the engineers and the architects got together and had a lot of fun.  And they – of course, they invited their – I have a – my mother was living at that time, and my sister and I went with my father to this September 1959 engineers club picnic on Riverside Drive.


And before it was over, my father came over and told me – told us, that he had been asked by Henry Loeb to run for one of the commission positions.  But my father was not a politician.  It was a nice honor to be asked, but he declined.  So, he didn’t run.  And, of course, the next year he died suddenly.  But anyway, he –

[0:03:00]

And that’s how I got to know Henry Loeb, more or less.

And later on, moving it up some years, I got – there was a lady that was running the Dutch Treat Luncheon at that time; her name was Bessie Applebury.  She died several years ago, but she ran the details of the Dutch Treat Luncheon like I do now, and she – I got involved with her and helping run the Luncheon.

So, I got to know Henry better then.  And – I’m trying to think – so, when she finally had to go to – move to Dallas to be with her son, and later died down there, I kinda –
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took over.


But going back a little bit, I started going in August of 1966.  And the first program director was a man by the name of Buddy Ison.  He was a pharmacist with the Baptist Memorial Hospital, the one downtown, down on Madison.

And he was the first program director.  I happened to be the second one.  And he got sick, so I took over basically in a couple of years.  I’ve been running it since then.  So, we’ve had a lot of different speakers speak.  We even had – years ago, we had former Senator Howard Baker of Tennessee as our speaker.


We’ve had Senator Bill Brock, former –
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Tennessee Senator Bill Brock.  And we’ve had Harlan Mathews, who was a Democrat who happened to be one of our speakers.  He was in the United States Senate for a short period of time.  We’ve had Bill Morris, who was former Shelby County Mayor, and who ran against Henry.  We’ve had just all kinds of speakers.  It would take me forever to list ‘em all.

But – and you got a list of ‘em there that I gave you.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
That’s just for the last couple of years.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Let me take a break.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Sure, sure.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
[Chuckle]  I am trying – and Ed McAteer – about a dozen years ago, Ed McAteer – that’s M-C capital A-T-E-E-R – 
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who’s head of the Religious Roundtable, and a strong evangel hopeful.  Wait, let me show you something.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yes.  I did actually read this article.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You did?  Good.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yep, mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Ed – I made Ed our Master of Ceremonies about a dozen years ago, and he conducts the meetings of the monthly Dutch Treat Luncheon, and I get the speakers.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, okay.
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Now, sometimes he gets the speakers, too, but he knows a lot more people than I do.  So, sometimes he’ll get the speakers, and if he doesn’t do it, I’ll do it.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But I send out all the notices.  I contact all the TV stations, the radio stations – it takes a lot of work to do it.  And I send out about 2 to 300 notices every month.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Wow.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And –
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Most – we have been meeting most of the time on the second Saturday.  Years ago, we met on the first Saturday, but we changed it.  And we have moved from – many different times.  We’ve been at the Piccadilly Cafeteria about a year.  And before that, we were at the Willingham’s BBQ place, which is – closed up shop about a year ago.

Willingham is the – now – he wasn’t there this last Saturday, but most of the time he comes.  He’s now a Shelby County Commissioner – Republican.  And he ran for mayor against W. W. Herenton two years ago and got defeated.

And before we met at Willingham’s, we met at – we’ve met so many different places.  We used to meet at –
[0:08:00]


At one time we met at Wilson World Hotel for 11 years.  That’s Kemmons Wilson’s hotel.  Now it’s changed names, but we met there for 11 years.  We have met at Sheraton Motor Inn, which is now a McDonald’s on Union Avenue.  We have met at – our first – then we – that’s the one on Sheraton is where our first – when I first went to the Dutch Treat Luncheon.  There was a meeting there at the Sheraton Motor Inn.

And then we met at – we met at the – it was the – oh, gosh – we met at – over there on East Street – E-A-S-T.
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It was the – there was a – it later became a MIFA, but it was called Robilio’s.  That’s what it was – Robilio’s Cafeteria.  And Mrs. Robilio and Henry were good friends.

Then after that, Robilio’s, we moved out East and met at Jim – gosh – we met on Madison at Jim – oh, gosh, you’re really pulling this out.  I’m really pulling this out – we met at Jim’s – not Jim’s Place.  It’s at the corner of – it’s now called O’Neills, but at that time, it was called – I think it was just called Jim’s.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I’m pretty sure I’m right –

[0:10:00]


Jim’s.  And then from there, we moved further out East to Monty’s on Summer Avenue.  Monty’s – I know that’s right.  And then they closed down.  [Chuckle]  Seemed like every time we moved someplace, we closed ‘em down.
Elizabeth Gritter:
[Laughter]
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh, I tell you why – it was Jim’s Place – the reason we stopped meeting in Jim’s Place, it burned down.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Two days before the Luncheon was scheduled to meet there.  And I got a call – I was working for Kemmons Wilson at that time.  I got a call from somebody that says, “Charlie, just wanna let you know that Jim’s Place is on fire, and it doesn’t look like you can meet there.”

So, I called Henry Loeb and told him.  I said, “Henry, SOS.”   I said, “We can’t meet.”  And he said, “Well, Charlie, see what you can do.”  So, I went through H-E- double L and found a meeting place, alerted –
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The media, and we met there at – let’s see, wait a minute – we started going to –  Let’s see, it burned down – where did we go?  We went to – wait a minute.  Oh, brother – that goes back.  It burned down, and I got a place at – just a minute.  I’ll never forget that burning.  I went over there and checked it out.  I wasn’t sure whether the guy was really saying it had been burned down that much or not.  But it really burned down.  We couldn’t a – no way that we coulda met there.

And I got a place at –

[0:12:00]


mm – wait a minute.  I believe it was – no, it wasn’t Robilio’s.  This was after Robilio’s.  I gotta place at Monty’s – it was Monty’s.  That’s where we went, out there on Summer.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah.  And then we met at – just a minute.  Then from there we went over to – let’s see, Wilson World on Cherry Road.  We were there for 11 years.  And the reason we left there is that we were having lunch at 11:00 on a Saturday, and they closed the restaurant, and we couldn’t meet there –
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Saturday at lunch, cause the Wilson closed.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
So – but right now, we have had real good luck at Piccadilly on Mt. Moriah Road.  And we’ve been meeting there about a year.  In fact – just about a year.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Who typically comes to these luncheons?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Who what?

Elizabeth Gritter:
Who – what sort of crowd do you usually get?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
It’s basically older Memphians.  And it’s kinda mixed.  But I’d say it would appeal to older people.  A lot of people there are retired.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Like myself.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But we have some young people that come, too.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
We’re trying to get young people more involved with civic things –
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like this.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
We – oh, we do – there’s one thing – several things we do not do.  We do not endorse, nor have we ever, nor will we ever, endorse political candidates and/or issues.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Ah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
We’re strictly a informational, educational, forum – F-O-R-U-M.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
We do not endorse candidates.  And I – Henry didn’t want it, and we have – we have a kind of a tradition in that we – one of the first things we do is to introduce yourself at every table, and then we have the prayer, the Pledge of Allegiance, singing the national anthem.  Then we introduce the speakers.  And then we have – we try to reserve the last few minutes of the Luncheon to questions and answers.  That’s the forum, the way –
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it’s been going for years.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  Was that the way it went in the '50s, when it started?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Mm-hmm, exactly.  We’re trying to keep – we’re trying to keep it like it’s been going since Henry was there.  And Henry died – I went to see Henry – died in September of '93.  He was 71 years old.  And he’d been in the hospital – his brother died – his brother was a paraplegic, and his brother died about six weeks before Henry died.

And then Henry Loeb, you know, his son comes quite often.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know, he’s got another brother named Ron.  I don’t know Ron at all.  And he’s got a sister that I think lives in Dallas, Texas, and, of course, the mother lives in Forrest City.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right.  What’s the purpose of –
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the Luncheon?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I would say the purpose of the Luncheon is to inform the public on what is going on, who is running the city and the county, and what the issues are in the city and the county.  We try to – we are strictly a nonpartisan forum.  We do not take sides.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But it’s mainly – it’s mainly a informational nonpartisan organization.  We do not have dues or anything like that.  We take up money just to pay for the postage that’s sent out –
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and also, we have that banister [sic] that we pay for.  We changed the name on that banister – on the thing they have behind the speakers.  We changed that, and that cost about 15, $20.00 a month.

So, we try to – but we’re strictly nonpartisan.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  So, the funding for the Luncheon comes from the donations you get from the people –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah.  And there are no set donations.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know, give like if you want to give.  Some people give a dollar, some people give five.  Sometimes they give more.  And in the future, I think if I ever retire, or something like that, I would like to set this thing up to continue this forum going.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know?

Elizabeth Gritter:
Sure.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And I’m trying to get Henry to help me on that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  What – so, were you involved with –
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Henry Loeb’s campaign for mayor in '67?
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Mm-hmm, I was just a volunteer.

Elizabeth Gritter:
A volunteer?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah.

Elizabeth Gritter:
And were you involved with his 1959 campaign for mayor, too?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Mm-hmm, mm-hmm.

Elizabeth Gritter:
So, what attracted you to working for, or volunteering for Henry Loeb?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
His conservative ideas.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Strong – I’m a strong conservative.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Ed McAteer’s a strong conservative.  It’s basically we’re nonpartisan, but we’re conservative – basically.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But that’s the reason I – and our father was a very strong Loeb supporter.  And I just – I’ve always liked Henry.  And I like him for his honesty and for the fact that he’s a straight shooter, and I think he helped Memphis a great deal.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm-hmm.
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What conservative ideas did you like –
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Limited government, efficient government.  Henry was a man of integrity, and I liked his ideas.  And I think he did a good job for the city.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  And what sort of volunteer work did you do?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Mainly passing out literature.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Passing out literature?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Manning the telephones for him.  I didn’t do any of the – raise any money for him; I’m not good at that.  But mainly knocking on doors and that kind of volunteer work for Henry.

Elizabeth Gritter:
And you did that in 1959 –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh, yeah.

Elizabeth Gritter:
1967.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Just about every time he ran.  Well, every time he ran, I was with him.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Sure.  What do you remember about the '59 election?

[0:20:00]

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
[Chuckle]
Elizabeth Gritter:
When he first ran for mayor.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Now you talking about the one he ran against Bill Morris?

Elizabeth Gritter:
The one against Partee Fleming.
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I mean, well, that one – yeah, that one I was involved in that one, but on a limited basis.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Ah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
That’s been a long time ago, too.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Let’s see, Henry served as mayor – he served two terms.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And in between those two terms, Judge Ingram – Bill Ingram was mayor.  And Ingram was a research attorney here in Memphis.  And –

[0:21:00]


he served four years, from '65 to '69.  Henry served – wait a minute.  Where’s that sheet I gave you?
Elizabeth Gritter:
The –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, let me have it.  I think – let me see that.  Henry served as – yeah, '59 to '63 and from '68 to '72.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And he was Public Works Commissioner '54 to '58.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And it’s on there.  I just wanted to make sure about my dates.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.  Do you remember anything about – I know that Mayor Orgill was gonna run for reelection?
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, and he had health problems.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  But for a while, that was – seemed to be the talk of the election, that –
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Loeb –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
That would have been a very interesting election.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But he had to drop out.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Mr. Orgill – yeah, he had to drop out.  I think it was his heart, or something like that.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I think it was.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Do you think if Orgill had stayed in the race, that –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I think Orgill might have won.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I hate to say that, but that was a well-known name in Memphis.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well-known, and it’s unfortunate that he had to retire.  It would have been a close race.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But I think, to be honest with ya, I think Mr. Orgill might have won that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Hm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But who knows?

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right, I think it’s an interesting question.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, it is an interesting one.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.  And it seems like civic clubs were really prominent back then.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Mm-hmm.

[0:23:00]

Elizabeth Gritter:
Political activism.  What did civic clubs do, and how –
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Now, when you say civic clubs, you mean – you mean the – I think it was a command of the – I wasn’t in it – but he was commander of the – not Foreign Legion –

Elizabeth Gritter:
The American Legion?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I think the American Legion.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I wasn’t in that, so I couldn’t help you on that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But he was very active in that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh, also, Henry founded the – and I still – we still go to it – it’s called Memphians for America.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I’ve got some literature on that, Memphians for America.  In 1971, he founded that, and it meets the first Friday of every month.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And I go to that.  I’ve been going to it for the last six or eight months.  And it –
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normally – its goal is to support the flying of the American flag.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
They sell American flags only once – on weekend in the year, and that’s the weekend that’s coming July the Fourth.  They sell flags.  But I’ve got some literature on that.  It was founded in 1971.  They do not have regular membership either.  It’s – and we meet at 7:00 or 7:30 a.m. at the Holiday Inn Select Hotel on Sycamore View Road.  And we have different speakers.
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For instance, last month, we had Bill Gibbons, who’s a Shelby County Attorney General.  And we – I’ve been going to those.  And they meet – the Memphians for America – what’s his name?  Hm, the guy that runs it – is the program director of that is a good friend of mine, and his name is – wait just a minute – wait, hold just a second.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Sir.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Bob Nichols.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Bob Nichols, N-I-C-H-O-L-S.
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Here’s the little notice they put out once a month.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You can have that if you want it.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, thank you.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
It’s – they don’t endorse, either, but it’s just a – kind of a volunteer group.  But like I say, they put out once a year – on July 4, they put out the – they support the flying of the American flag.  And they sell them, too.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm, mm-hmm, sure, sure.  One of the things, too, I noticed about the '59 election was that was the first time that blacks made an electoral effort –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
That who?

Elizabeth Gritter:
Like Russell Sugarmon ran for the Public Works Commission post.  Do you remember anything about that at all?
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
No, I really don’t.
[0:27:00]

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I wish I could help you.  I really can’t help you on that.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, sure.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I’m not gonna tell you somethin’ that’s not true.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right, right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know, I really – what you’re wanting to know is what about Russell Sugarmon?
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, that he ran for Public Works Commission post.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, I knew that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
At that time, and that I know there was a big effort among a lot of the white politicians to make sure that he wasn’t elected.
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, I remember that, but that’s – you know, I’m –

Elizabeth Gritter:
What do you remember about that, the effort to –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I really can’t help you on that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.  [Chuckle] 
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I just – I wasn’t involved with that, really.  I know Henry – sometimes I would go with Henry Loeb or some of his supporters, and we would –
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work in other campaigns.  For instance, former – his name is Robin Beard – B-E-A-R-D.  He doesn’t live in Memphis any more.


But every now and then, he’ll come down here.  He was a congressman from West Tennessee, and I remember helping Robin Beard, and that was one of Henry’s big supporters, Robin Beard.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And Robin ran for the United States Senate, and got defeated by Senator Jim Sasser, who 12 years later got defeated himself by Bill Frist, Senate Majority Leader.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Bill Frist beat Jim Sasser.  Jim Sasser beat Robin Beard.  But on the Sugarmon, I couldn’t help you on that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.  Another angle that I’m looking at the election is –
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that it seems like women also were involved with volunteer work.  What do you remember about women’s involvement?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, we had a lot – we needed ‘em.  [Chuckle]  

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, a lot of women were involved in Henry’s election.  Jane Brunswick – she died several years ago – she was a big supporter of Henry Loeb.  I’m just trying to think.  Henry had a lot of – oh, Henry used to go out – I’ll never forget this – he used to go out on these – when he was Commissioner of Public Service, he used to go out on these garbage trucks and help pick up the garbage.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Ah, uh-huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
He didn’t have to do that, but – I mean, Henry was very civic minded.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
He did not mind getting out and doing the work himself.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know, he was –
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kind of a – he wasn’t one of these office holders that stays at his desk and does nothing.  You know?  He really got out there and helped clean up Memphis.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah, yeah.  With women’s involvement, what do you remember?  Were they involved with the campaigning, or –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh, yeah.  Henry – what was her name?  I can’t remember her name.  We used to – a lot of women helped me in Henry’s campaign by helping me get out the notices for the Dutch Treat Luncheon.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Ah, uh-huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And also for Henry’s election and reelection.  I had – they were invaluable.  And we would meet –
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over at this lady’s house for many years.  I can’t remember her name right now.  And we’d do a lot of stuffing of envelopes and things like that.  And then we would put out notices about the Dutch Treat Luncheon.  And I had a lot of help.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.  So, this was in '66, when you took over?
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Mm-hmm.

Elizabeth Gritter:
And with the mayoral campaign, and even with the '59 campaign then?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, yeah.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, I am – I was trying to think.  Let me see if I can think of anything else that you might be interested in.  You’re mainly interested in the '59 election?

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right, but you know, this is just – I have to have the contextual information and it’s interesting to see, too –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
That’s been a long time ago.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh, let’s see.
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I wish I had saved those buttons.  I had some old Loeb buttons, and I had some old Loeb bumper stickers, but, you know, when I moved, they got thrown away.
Elizabeth Gritter:
It seems like the city – I mean, there was a high interest in the election, or it seems like in all your local elections, there seems to be – 

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah.

Elizabeth Gritter:
I mean, how would you characterize the city-wide interest, or –
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, you mean the – wait a minute, let’s see.  I would say the high interest – well, Henry had a temper.  Oh, he did.  And I’ve seen it on display.
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And Henry either liked ya or he didn’t like ya, number one.  But I’ve seen him – I would say Henry was a real leader, whether you liked him or not.  I think most people will agree that he was a – he was a born leader, and he was fair with everybody.


But he was – Henry was very opinionated.  In other words, Henry was fair to everybody, but he – once he made a decision, he did not go back and change it.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
He was very forceful.  He was very much a leader of men.  Everybody respected him.  Of course, a lot of people had no use for him.  I mean, that’s just – that’s just –
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one of the things you have to take when you’re a public official.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
He was – trying to think.  Now, you do know that there’s a Montrey – he’s writing a book.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
About Henry Loeb.  And it may come out next year.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I hope it does.  But anyway, I’m trying to think of anything else.

Elizabeth Gritter:
What – I know during this time there was a lot of civil rights movement activity.  What did you think about that activity?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
What did I think about civil rights?

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, at the time, and what you think about it now.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I really think that Henry Loeb –
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a lot of people would disagree with me, but I felt that Henry Loeb did a lot for both races.  A lot Henry – of course, he was criticized, but I think he – basically he was for the people.  I don’t care whether they were black or white or orange.  But he was criticized in that civil rights thing.

But I felt like Henry was – I mean, the people that I know – and there were some blacks that liked Henry Loeb, too.  But they were never – they were always kind of dismissed as being Uncle Toms, you know.  But I think Henry was basically –
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for civil rights.


But I think these days, Henry would probably say, and I would say, too, that we spend too much time on rights and not responsibilities.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm.  What do you mean by that?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I say we spend too much time concerning some of these petty rights rather than being responsible men and women.  Like I think you can be too extreme one way or the other.  And I think Henry and most of his people were basically trying to be good to both races.  But Henry got a lot of –
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criticism, a lot of heavy criticism because they felt that he was always for the white man.  And he really wasn’t.  He was good to both races.
Elizabeth Gritter:
How was he good to black Americans?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I’ve seen Henry do things.  For instance, he made – what was his name?  This black man – he made this black man a City Judge.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Odell Horton?
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, that’s who it was, yeah.  I mean, Henry did a lot for the blacks that was never really advertised.  I felt it was unfortunate, but he – the one you mentioned, it was one that I think Henry – I think Henry was basically for –
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The rights of everybody, but he got blamed for a lot of stuff that he shouldn’t have gotten blamed for.

Elizabeth Gritter:
What else did he do that wasn’t advertised?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Other things he did – I’ve seen – well, going out on these garbage trucks into these black areas and cleaning ‘em up.  Not only was he on – he did this not all the time, but quite often I’ve seen – I’ve actually seen him out there with blacks.


And he was not – these were not militant blacks.  These were just blacks that were having a hard time.  And he – oh, he was very much involved with helping the handicapped.  That’s very important.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
That is overlooked, I think.  Henry did a lot for the handicapped.  That was black and white.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
He did a whole lot.
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I’d almost forgot that.  He did a lot for the handicapped.  And – but a lot of things that Henry did that helped the city that he never really got full credit for.  And I think – I hope Henry – I hope history will be kind to him.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm, mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Because he was strictly for the people.  That’s easy to say, but he had no special interest.  Henry – oh, another thing, too, and this is important.  You probably know this, Henry did not take his city pension.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
He did not, and that’s something that’s overlooked.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
He did not take it.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You don’t find many people in office doing that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But Henry never did do it.  Of course, I know what you’ll say, what some people will say, “Well, Henry was a multimillionaire, -
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or millionaire, didn’t need it.”  But every drop in the bucket helps, you know, to say.  But Henry was – Henry was not a money person.  He was – oh, and he used to have these – another thing, too, ‘cause I went to ‘em sometime – these open houses.  I think they were on Thursdays.

Anybody that wanted to have a gripe or a complaint would go down – could go down to his office.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, uh-huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And you don’t find a lot of people that – a lot of public officials that have that.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Kind of a open – it was an open door, and I think it was Thursdays.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  You know, something that I found that’s unique about Henry Loeb in terms of politicians I’ve looked at is that he had such a policy of returning people’s calls and sending letters.
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh, yeah, I forgot that.  Yeah, and he would do that sometimes at midnight.
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Elizabeth Gritter:
Wow.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, he sure did.  I forgot that.  He was strictly a person that was for the people, and I mean – and I don’t mean it in a nice way; I mean it was actually true.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  But if he was so for the people, why wasn’t he elected with more black support?  I know when he ran –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, the blacks – I tell you, the blacks – I would say he got very little black support – I just think the blacks – I’m trying to just put my finger on it.  He had very little black voting power.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I just – I really think that Henry was –
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give me a minute or two.  The blacks had some very extreme leaders that – and they were – a lot of them were these church pastors, Reverend Kyles here in Memphis.  They were very, very liberal.  They really were – they had a lot of hate in ‘em, and they couldn’t stand Henry Loeb.

And I think he was just – it was just something that started rolling, and Henry couldn’t stop it.  And these black preachers sometimes need an issue, and they pounced on that issue.  And they just got their churches all heated up, –
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and their congregations heated up.


And a very few extreme blacks got this going about Henry Loeb, and they were able to influence most of the blacks here in Memphis, in Shelby County.  It was unfortunate, but I think Henry really liked the blacks, but he liked the whites, too.  I mean, he was trying to please both sides, and he couldn’t do it.
Elizabeth Gritter:
I have to see how we’re doing with the tape here, okay?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Okay.  I don’t think I’ve helped you very much.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, you have.  I should – it’s almost –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
How many minutes?

Elizabeth Gritter:
I should turn it over, because –
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that’s not gonna – we’re at a good stopping point.  Good.
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Have I got your address?

Elizabeth Gritter:
Pardon?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Have I got your address?  Leave your address with me.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, sure.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And I might be able to send you a couple of things.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay, sure, I’ll do that.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
They’ll come back to me.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  If he was so for the rights of all people, why would he come out as an outspoken segregationist?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, ‘cause it looked like from the – I think, it had to do with the so-called liberal media press –
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that he came across as a segregationist.  But I don’t think he really was.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Really?
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, I really don’t.  Not when you got to know him.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Uh-huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know him personally.  He had that perception, which I think is erroneous, that he was a segregationist.  But when you got to know Henry, I really think Henry would help out anybody.  I don’t care what color.  I don’t – I would say Henry was for the workin’ man.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And he really was for the workin’ man.  He was – I’m tryin’ to think.  He was basically – he was fair, honest, – 
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but he was painted by some of these extreme black preachers as a segregationist unfairly.  And as I say, I hope that history one of these days will come down and view him more as a person that really cared for his community.

And I hope it will come out that way.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm-hmm.  Who – you mentioned these extreme leaders.  Can you think of any other names, and why would you call them extreme?  What was extreme about them?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, that Samuel Kyles, he was a Memphis preacher.  He was very extreme.  There were – of course, it all came apart when Martin Luther King was assassinated.
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But I remember that day happening.  I was in my front yard, and the sirens went off and all that sort of thing.  And of course, Mr. King died at St. Francis Hospital downtown.  And when that happened, the blacks – the black leaders, mainly the black preachers, they just – all they could think about was hate.

You know?  It was – if it had happened – if the assassination had happened in say another part of the country, Memphis would not have been affected as much 
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as it was affected by the fact that it happened here in the city.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And the black preachers took the – took that event, that tragic event, and made it into something worse.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Hm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And we had curfew – I remember, we had the curfew several nights.  And it was unfortunate it happened here.  Of course, it was unfortunate that it happened – it would happen anywhere.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I’m not convinced – I don’t know who did it exactly.  They say that Mr. Ray did it, you know, killed him.  But I don’t know.  It could have – to stretch the imagination, it could have been anybody.  It could have been somebody close to Mr. King –
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that killed him.  You know?  I don’t think so, but we don’t know who actually put out the word to have Mr. King murdered.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And Henry, unfortunately, or fortunately, happened to be mayor at that time.  But I think – I think we had a – I think Henry being a leader, he handled the situation extremely well.  It could have been much worse.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Hm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Much worse.  Henry was, as I say, was a leader.  And nobody was going to – you know, if – let’s say, now if Ingram had a been mayor when that happened – Ingram was not a leader.  And there’s no telling what would have happened.  Ingram was a weak sister – a very weak sister.

And we were fortunate in –
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having somebody that was strong in leadership to carry us through that very tough period in Memphis history, very fortunate.  Of course, it hurt Henry, but I think it could have been much worse.  But a lot of those black preachers took this event and they made it very emotional and very hateful.

And they were able to influence their own people, but mainly in the churches, where they preach.
Elizabeth Gritter:
How did they make it hateful?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, they just – they get very emotional.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Uh-huh?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Very emotional.  And it’s hard to – it’s hard to stop something like that.  You know?
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I mean, it was tragic that Mr. King was killed.  And that’s a very tragic thing.  Of course, they considered Mr. King one of their heroes.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And I can understand, you know, why they did – some of ‘em did riot, but like I say, Memphis – of course there were riots in a lot of different cities.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Across the country – and across the world.  And I think Memphis came through it fairly well.  But, of course, it was a tragic thing to happen here.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm-hmm.  So, you think they made it worse by rioting and by placing a lot of blame on Mr. Loeb?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh, yes.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Is that what you mean by making it worse?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, Loeb’s name was “mud.”

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
It was, and I think it was unfortunate, because I think Henry was –
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you know – it’s – Henry was a down-to-earth person.  He was – he cared for the working man, and something like this – it was hard to overcome, very difficult.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Like I say, I hope Henry will – history will treat Henry in a – down the road, one of these days, look at some of the good things he did.  For, like I say, the handicapped.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And he did call people up and – I’m glad you mentioned that – and he would actually go help them sometimes.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know, he was a true leader.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  Of course, some historians and some black people view it, and white people, –
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that if Henry Loeb had yielded more to the demands of the strikers –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, I’ve heard that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
That that would have prevented this tragedy from occurring.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
That we don’t know for sure.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  I was wondering what you think of that view?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
It’s hard.  It’s kinda – it’s hard to speculate what might have happened.  I just don’t know.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
It’s just – [sigh] it’s hard to – you know, something like that, it’s hard to speculate on.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  Were you supportive of the mayor and his actions?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Mm-hmm, mm-hmm, yeah.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Why were you supportive of him?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, I knew Henry pretty well.  And I knew he was trying to do the right thing, but it was hard.  It was – ‘cause the media was against him.  They were painting it up, and I don’t have too much use for the media.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, uh-huh.
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Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I think the Commercial Appeal had never liked Henry, and it’s run by a bunch of liberals.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Hm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And, you know, Henry called the Commercial Appeal the newspaper you could smell on your doorstep.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah, I saw that quote.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And he meant it, too.  Now, I’m not talking about the reporters, I’m talking about the people that run the Commercial Appeal.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know, there’s a difference.  But the Commercial Appeal had no use for Henry Loeb.  But now, I hope that history will be friendlier to him.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.  Now, you must have been teaching in the schools, too, when they had the –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Black Monday.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh, oh yeah.

Elizabeth Gritter:
What did you think about that?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, Black Monday was an easy day for me, ‘cause they weren’t there.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  [Laughter]
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I don’t think it accomplished anything.
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You know?  But it was their way to protest.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know, so – yeah, I remember that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Black Monday – I almost forgot about it.

Elizabeth Gritter:
[Laughter]  And when the whole controversy with school bussing, too.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Mm-hmm.

Elizabeth Gritter:
What did you think about that?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, school bussing to me was a very expensive way to try to equalize the schools.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Very expensive.  Overall, I think it has not helped at all.  I think any time you try to force a group of people to do something they don’t want to do, it’s gonna hurt.  Forced school bussing did not help education.  A lot of these high-minded liberals thought it would, but it never did.  It was just a –
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very painful and a very expensive way to try to equalize the races.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm-hmm, mm-hmm.  Yeah.  Do you think a lot of people in the white community thought of black leaders as extremists?  Like you said, Samuel Kyles and so forth?
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, I think so.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, I think – I think – yeah, at that time.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I think – we still have – you still have some segregation, but I think time will heal some of these wounds.  And I think it has.  And I think, hopefully – well, the races have got to learn how to live with each other.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And I think we’re – 
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doing a little bit better.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Now, the Dutch Treat Luncheon, for instance, is open to anybody.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
That wants to come.  We don’t have many blacks that come, but we’ve had some in the past that have come.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But we are not a cruel society.  We’re open to anybody.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And we’ve had some black speakers.  But I’m just hoping that – I think the people in Memphis are pretty – I’m trying to think of the best word – I think the people in Memphis have gone through a lot, and I think they’ve come out better.  And they are –
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race is not the primary objective.  The race is not the primary issue here.  Our major issue these days are crime, and I would say the school systems.  Those are our major issues.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know?  And the fact that the Shelby County government is so heavily  in debt.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Hm, mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Those are our major issues.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.  It’s interesting, though, when I look at Memphis through time, seeing like with the 1959 election – Loeb didn’t get hardly any black support.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
That’s true.

Elizabeth Gritter:
And blacks put their support behind Sugarmon.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Mm-hmm.

Elizabeth Gritter:
And other black candidates.  And that, seeing now, today, too, how the races are really polarized when it comes to voting.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah.
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They still – it still is polarized.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
It’s unfortunate, and I don’t know how they’re gonna – I don’t know what’s gonna change that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah, I was wondering –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But you still see that when they go vote, they vote along racial lines.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
For the most part.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, yeah, yeah.  What do you see as some of the similarities and differences between Memphis politics in the late '50s and '60s and then politics now?
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, more jobs have opened up to the blacks.  We’ve got more black judges now.  We’ve got more black elected officials.  And –
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which is fine.  I – the difference between the '50s and '60s?  Oh, the difference between the '50s and '60s and now?
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.  Probably.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I would say that we handle – the differences between the races are not handled in the streets.  They’re handled in the courts now.  There’s a – that we don’t see – well, there are a few exceptions, but the blacks and the whites, instead of going out and starting fires, – 
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or knocking down buildings – I mean chairs or houses, we try to settle things through the court system.  I think that’s the biggest – there’s more – I would say that’s the big difference.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Do you remember at all the freedom movement in the 1960s or '61, where the NAACP and other black organizations boycotted Main Street?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Not too much.  I really don’t.  I don’t believe I – I really don’t think I know that much on that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, sure.  And I’m wondering, too, why – trying to get a better sense of where you’re coming from, why you would think, and other people in the white community, that the –
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black leaders and activists were extremists, when they were trying to break down barriers of segregation and have increased employment opportunities and so forth?  Why – or maybe you thought they were extreme for some other way?  But it seems like that was where a lot of the black demands were coming from.
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
All right, what’s your question again?

Elizabeth Gritter:
So, I’m wondering why blacks would be at that time characterized as extreme, when they were trying to break down segregation and –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
It was – I don’t really know.  But I just – I guess for a lack of a better word, that’s what they were called.  They were called extremists because that was kind of a new thing for the city of Memphis.  They had not had blacks – 
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parading in the city for many years before that.


They started doing it later on, but I don’t know if it really helped the blacks or not.  But it did bring the attention to people.  You know, it brought the attention to the fact that there were a lot of injustices that needed to be corrected.

And it probably helped overall.  Although it was very difficult to go through.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Difficult for the whites?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, the whites – some of the whites’ attitudes were very anti-black.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And it took a long time –
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for some of ‘em to change.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know?  But time is a great healer.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
It’s a great healer.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, I was talking to an attorney, who was active, who was white, in the '50s and '60s, and he emphasized that about changes and attitudes are – it takes time.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
It does.

Elizabeth Gritter:
And for me, I mean, I grew up in the '80s, and I have no idea – you know, I didn’t experience at all what segregated life was like, and how that was such a radical change to –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
It was.

Elizabeth Gritter:
The social system, to have blacks become in positions of power and so forth.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, it was quite something to overcome.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know, I believe that time is a great healer.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And –
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Of course, this election coming up November 2 is gonna be – they say it’s gonna be – should be quite nasty.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Should be what?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Nasty and dirty.  It may be, but I hope it doesn’t.  But I’m hoping that things will quiet down.  You know, we had such a stormy race four years ago.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And I hope we don’t have that any more.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But they say half America is for this group, and half America is for that group.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And that’s not gonna help anything.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Hm, mm-hmm.  Did you experience any changes in your own racial attitudes and [crosstalk] –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh, yeah, I think I did.  Yeah, I’m ore – I –
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I think I’ve changed.  It’s been gradual.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But I pretty well adapted, you know.  It’s like – you know, for 20 years I worked for this same company.  And I was hoping to work for it another 20 years, but things come along, and you get through disease or accidents – you have to change.  I mean, I hate not to be working.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But it’s something I’ve learned to do.  And it’s not as bad as I thought it was gonna be.  Although I would rather be workin’ – but the same is true, I think, in your racial attitudes.  You – I would say that –
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back in the '50s, I was not as – let me think for the word, just a – I was not as maybe caring for the blacks – or not so much caring for the blacks.  I was not as much interested, and now I’m – we’re all in the same boat.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Hm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I mean, I try to do – this Dutch Treat Luncheon is a civic thing.  And I know the people – some of the people that used to come to the Luncheon were very hard on the blacks.  But they’ve largely disappeared.  And I think – I think the city of Memphis is –
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a safer place to live, too.  Although we do – still do have crime.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know?

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But I think the people of Memphis and Shelby County are more understanding.  But you can’t do it overnight.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right.  Yeah.  Do you think – well, it seems like the rise of Republicanism in Shelby County took place from –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
An outgrowth.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, an outgrowth, because it was so Demo- – I mean, the whole South was heavily Democratic in the '50s and before.
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, and now it’s – now it’s changed to a certain degree more Republican.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  When do you see that shift occurring in [crosstalk] –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, I think it was a result of the blacks coming in.  I think –
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that you have the whites moving out of the inner cities to the suburban areas.  And you find the growth of the Southern Republican Parties with a tremendous increase in the South, in the Republican Party, as a direct result of the Democrats inner city organizations.


And this will remain for some time.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm, mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I think this election in November is gonna be the same thing.  It’s gonna be, unfortunately, whites voting for the Republican candidates, and the blacks mainly voting for the Democratic candidates.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I –
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don’t think there’s gonna be much change.  It’s gonna be a very close election, I think.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Very close.  And I think who wins it in November is gonna be the person that gets out their own people to the polls.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm, mm-hmm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know?  Whoever gets out their people.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
So, you’re gonna see a lot of emphasis on getting to the polls, that type of thing.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, yeah.  What do you think about the rise of black public officials here in –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, it’s been a tremendous increase.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
The – well, in your judges and your – the City Council is now the last –
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few years has been majority black.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Now, the County Commission is still majority white, but that could change.  But the blacks have taken over the mayor’s job, you know.  Willie Harrington has been mayor almost 14 years.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And I don’t – I think – I don’t think Memphis will ever have a white mayor.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Mm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But they – the blacks have definitely taken over as far as mayor, county mayor, City Council.  And eventually, they’ll take over the County Commission.  And you’ll see a lot of whites move out – are moving out now to DeSoto County, Mississippi; Tipton County; Fayette County.

They’re moving out for a variety of reasons, but also the tax in Memphis is driving a lot of ‘em –
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out.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  Do you think the increase in black public officials has caused there to be more understanding among the races, or that it’s contributed to bussed polarization, or do you think it has the opposite effect?
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I think –

Elizabeth Gritter:
I wonder what the impact is?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I think – I think the whites have accepted it.  And if they don’t want to accept it, then they move.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I think the whites that are here right now in Shelby County are more or less accepting it.  And they go along with it.  But if – some of the more militant whites have moved.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.  Yeah, ‘cause that, too, which is striking not just in Memphis, but other cities around the country – the white flight to the suburbs.
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh, yeah, it’s true.  It’s true in Atlanta and Birmingham.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know, Dallas.
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No, it’s – it looks like to me that blacks are gonna take over in the urban areas, and the whites will dominate the rural areas.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Why do you think it is that whites move when –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, I think it’s because – I think – well, I think, number one, the taxing situation.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I really think that’s more troubling to them than the black situation.

Elizabeth Gritter:
The increase in city taxes?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Mm-hmm, yeah, in city and county taxes.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And the services they get – they don’t feel like they’re getting the services.  And every time the county or the city turns around, they’re always talking about increasing property taxes.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And some of the people just can’t afford it.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
So, they move – 
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someplace else.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah, sure.  Let me see what other questions I have here.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Okay.

Elizabeth Gritter:
You’ve been very helpful.  [Chuckle]
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I don’t think so.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Oh, you have.  Oh, how – looking at – if you can remember about '59, about how important newspapers – were the newspaper coverage of campaigns influential?
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I don’t remember that.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I wish I had some old newspapers.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, you said in '67, though, or '68, you thought the Commercial Appeal was biased.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh, yeah, yeah.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
They’ve always been anti-Loeb.

Elizabeth Gritter:
What about – well, that makes sense, given that they’re history of liking Crump –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Mm-hmm, mm-hmm.

Elizabeth Gritter:
What about the Press-Scimitar?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
The Press-Scimitar went out in October of '83.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I think it was the last day of October.  The Press-Scimitar was a more – 
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more conservative than the Commercial Appeal, although it was owned by the same company.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But the editor of the Commercial – of the Press-Scimitar was more balanced, I would say.  And he was also – well, it was just a more conservative run newspaper.  And unfortunately, they went out of business.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.  So, like from the late '60s onward, you’re talking about, until they went out of business?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah.

Elizabeth Gritter:
And what would you say – like if you can remember '59, but if it’s '67, that’s fine – the major interest groups at that time?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
[Chuckle]  Well, major interest groups – 

Elizabeth Gritter:
Wondering how influential business – 
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was, labor?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Wait just a minute – major interest groups.  Well, of course, the Southern Baptists were always a big factor.  The black churches were a big interest group.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Interest groups – teachers, firemen – let me see – policemen.  Major interest groups in the '50s and '60s?

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Hm.  Just a minute.  I would –
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say the Southern Baptist Convention.  The blacks had their own.  Let’s see, J. O. Patterson was on the City Council – he was a black man.  He had a big church here.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Black interest groups – the black interest groups were mainly in their churches.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
They – I remember going with a white friend of mine that was running for City Council, and her name was Ruth Carter.  She died a couple of years ago.  She was a white woman and a conservative.  And she went into the black community, hoping to pick up some votes.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And we went –
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to North Memphis, a church called Pearly Gates.  It was a typical black church.  And what – we found out something.  Ruth went up there to – and there were people running against Ruth Carter that were blacks for that City Council.


And Ruth went up there, and what we found out is that it was pretty much decided that they were not gonna endorse Ruth Carter, because in order to get an endorsement, you had to give a big chunk of money to that church.

And we wasted our time.  We did that several times.  And we finally gave up.  I mean, it was just – they wanted some big – several hundred dollars for an endorsement.  And I said, “Ruth,” I said – I said, “Ruth,” I said –
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“I didn’t know this was gonna happen.”  She didn’t either.  And it was a common practice back in those years.  I don’t know if they still do it or not.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But Ruth was, of course, we didn’t – she was not endorsed.  And, of course, she didn’t give any money.  But that was just a common practice in the black churches that we went to.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Is that you had to shell out your money.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Huh.  Well, I haven’t heard that before.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
It was eye-opening.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
We went to two or three different black churches, and it was a complete waste of time.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But it was quite an experience.

Elizabeth Gritter:
This was late '60s?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah.  See, Ruth ran – wait a minute – Ruth ran in – Ruth was also a Reagan delegate to the Republican National – 
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Convention in 1982, I think.  And this was before that.
Elizabeth Gritter:
So, she ran for City Council –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
In the '70s.

Elizabeth Gritter:
In the '70s, okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Early '70s, I think.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.  Do you remember anything about the Shelby County Democratic Club?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
No.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay, that was a major black political organization.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh yeah.  But I don’t remember that much about it.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.  What do you think, or what were kind of the prominent views among whites of Maxine Smith and Russell Sugarmon?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
She was a fire devil.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
She was really now – she was – in fact, she’s still going today.
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
There was a picture of her in the paper, I think, a couple of days ago.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
What – my impressions of her?

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I thought she was –
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very – I thought she was a segregationist.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
On the other side.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
She was so – she was as mean as she could be.  But she, again, has mellowed.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
A great deal.  In fact, I saw her not too long ago, when I was workin’.  But she comes – her perception back in those years was that she was very, very fiery – very flamboyant.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And, you know, today – she’s had some heart trouble, I think.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Right, right.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
And she’s calmed down a great deal.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But back in those days, she was – she and her husband Vasco –
Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Were – she was the Secretary to the NAACP for many years.  And I think she’s –
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she retired several years ago.  But she could be – she could be a devil.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Huh.  Why did you think she was a segregationist for the other side?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Because she was so anti-white.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
She was anti-white.  Like there were a lot of anti-blacks.  I thought she was anti-white.  I don’t think she – she’s – but she’s, again, tempered with the years.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Uh-huh, uh-huh.  What made you – what were some examples, or what made you think that she was so anti-white?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, basically it was her rhetoric.  She was just very – back in those days, she didn’t care what she said.  And she came across to me as a – just as – kind of –
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you know, inflammable as – she came across as a real extremist to me.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Hm.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But, like I say, she’s calmed down.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Huh.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
But –

Elizabeth Gritter:
Like what were some of the – her demands, or her rhetoric?  What are some specifics that made you think that?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
It was more the perception.

Elizabeth Gritter:
The perception?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Uh-huh.  She may not have been, but it was the comments – some of the comments she would make, I think, were very inflamed.  I mean, to me they were.  A lot of people felt that years ago.  But she doesn’t do – she’s retired as the – she retired.


And every now and then, I’ll hear a few comments about her in the paper, but she’s more subdued.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.

[1:24:00]

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
A lot more.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Do you remember an example – do you have an example at all?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
No.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Or just that was the perception?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
That’s just the perception.

Elizabeth Gritter:
And you hung around – well, you were in the school system and more around the white conservative crowd.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Oh, yeah, yeah.

Elizabeth Gritter:
So, that was the perception?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, I went to East High School.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Graduated in '57, and it was all white still.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, yeah, sure.  Let me see how we’re doing.  Is there anything – let me see here –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Make sure you leave me your –

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah, my address.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Yeah, ‘cause I can probably think of a few more things.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Sure.  Russell Sugarmon – what did you think of him?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Well, that was a long time ago.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Yeah.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I didn’t know that much about him.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I really didn’t.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Sure.  Is there anything that we haven’t –
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talked about that you think is really essential to understanding the '50s and '60s politics and situation now?  Any major issues?

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I probably will think of something and send it to you.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
You know, it’s – sometimes I think of things later on.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Sure, sure.

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Or I may find a few things that I can send you.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Sure.  I’m seeing if I have any other questions.  I don’t think so.
Charlie Peete, Jr.:
Okay.

Elizabeth Gritter:
Okay.  I’m gonna turn this –

Charlie Peete, Jr.:
I’m gonna go on down with you, ‘cause my –
[End of Audio]
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