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Interviewer, Maxine Smith

Interviewer:
What do you think were the main changes between 1960 and 1970 mainly concerning the civil rights movement?  

Maxine Smith:
Well, I think taxes was the movement back then.  The problem is the movement has become a little more subtle in the sense that the same was taxes.  In 1960 same as 1962 Memphis was a completely segregated city.
.  There was nothing that blacks and whites did together.  ____Dining and nursing homes were ______ __________ segregated.  
[0:01:00]
Movies, schools.  It was everything.  Nothing was at all desegregated.  And it took a different kind of protest during that period in the movement and that is one that is much more active in observing_____ and made it seem like a more dynamic __type of movement_________.  However, the problems were still with us.

Interviewer:
Do you think the problems have not changed?  The problems are still the same?  

Maxine Smith:
We still have the same problems but in a sense they’ve become more difficult because they’ve become more subtle and it’s harder to see them.  We have all the laws on our side now.  I don’t think there’s any law that holds discrimination on the basis of anything  _ less_________.  
[0:02:00]
At the advent of the ‘60s you actually had the state law and a 60 year___________ federal law which promoted segregation and femininity.
Interviewer:
So do you see the main problems for minorities  _here_in Memphis____ and especially for the black community as a  economic issues?  

Maxine Smith:
Certainly one of the very vital problems.  _But we’re just a ___________ small percentage of the economic of the wealth.  And unless we do it ourselves _the things that will be available for the__ ______ _____ ____ ___ ___ _____ chance for economic development once they break down the
[0:03:00]
 __current______ __jackson_______ legislation, the _weakness______ and _the______ _enforcement_of_____ Title 7.  


The legislation that has to do with employment and things like that.  And the mere fact that unemployment for blacks is twice that of whites, _generally___  across the country for black youth is reaching the 40 to 50 percent level.  And that the dollar stays in the black community such a short while.
Interviewer:
Do you think that – what do you think is the most proper strategy here in Memphis________ for black people to get _now what _____ some people say their share of the pie, the economic apple pie.  
[0:04:00]
Some people for example said like  okay, the black community can’t develop from itself.  There must be joint ventures with whites business.  Otherwise, no economic development will be __possible________.  Other people say _for example_you know our____ races must be our own community.  We have to develop from our own communities pulling our resources together each one _inaudible ______.
Maxine Smith:
Well I think it will take a combination of both because our communities are so divest of any wealth.  They’re economically poor.  
[0:05:00]
However, if every black person in a community like Memphis would spend let’s say the black leaders that we have now would spend everything they possibly could to get all the needs met in the black businesses, not very many of our needs would be filled because we just don’t have black businesses at this time.  But then all they need that we had.

Yet I do say that we don’t do  enough of keeping the _dollar_____ in the black community not nearly enough.  NAACP economic development _that’s______ to me that’s one of our constitutional committees, economic development is a relatively new committee for the NAACP.  Is about to proclaim _________ April as black economic development month. At our –inaudible-_we met a few nights ago___ _______ _______ to pass out  questionnaires.

[0:06:00]
Just a matter to raise the level of consciousness so then you  just asking questions about where do you shop when you need this.  Do you go to the blacks or _inaudible_____ wanted so much to look at the answers because we know pretty much what the answers are because we know just how poor the black businesses fare.  You know a small percentage of the moral sector of the economic picture and control.

But primarily we create an awarenessso that we can begin and we will have a strategy session within the next week to work out ways of really implementing this so the end result would be to get our dollar to stay in the black community longer.

[0:07:00]
You know what I’m saying.  The Jewish community dollar stays – turns over seven times and it doesn’t turn over once in the black community.  It comes right through our hands and right out.  And this is the kind of thing we’re trying to correct.


One of the ways we are going to try to get a wide dissemination of theses questionnaires and have emphasis put on them for the church leadership certainly.  And the following areas:  social clubs, civic clubs, political organizations, to raise the level of consciousness.


I think oftentimes if we realize how poorly we did as far as financing our own it would make us stop and think go out of our way a little bit to do business with a black entrepreneur.  
[0:08:00]
And this is the intent of _inaudible___________ what the people are saying on the bus because we know what they are going to say______ because I answered the questionnaire myself.  I’m not doing all I should.  None of us are really doing what we should.  It’s much easier not to shop black. It’s easy to find  an excuse not to______.
Interviewer:
Uh huh.  The white advertising movement and -

Maxine Smith:
Yeah.  We would certainly think that whites should shop black because it’s the black dollar that’s built many a white business and many white businesses here depending on what the business is you __give ___ ___them___ ____a_high_ percent__ __of____ there income from black customers and see nothing wrong with whites participating in helping out with black economic development.  
[0:09:00]
___Overall _________ I guess it’s true that _inaudible______ department store downtown, one of the biggest department stores in Memphis I guess, started with a pushcart somebody selling his wares on a pushcart on Beale Street and now he’s partnering with several of the malls throughout Memphis and may have __inaudible___ ______.

And this was in the black area where supposedly, if the story’s true, but I do know that downtown is supported by mainly black people now.  What’s left of downtown anyway.  _Now you see________ it’s supported by black people without the black shopper down there it would fall apart.

[0:10:00]
We hope to really make a change here.  It’s gonna take, as I said, it’s gonna take more than us just spending.  It’s gonna take some help from development, these enterprise zones.  We’re looking at that to see just what they’re talking about.  It does seem that the follow through is really the big old inaudible gutsy and inaudible________ proposal being laid into the legislation effort if it passes as a result of that and first it looked like a good _seven round_____ fight around development put  businesses in _the front______, encourages businesses in the black community.

[0:11:00]
But the problem  with these______ being a minority businesses that will be subsidized in these tax shelters and whatnot from the federal government.


Now we don’t know exactly what these _inaudible______ are so it’s trying to look and see the plans to have any in our whole effort on economic development as soon as we can see between these we are going _________ to have a _power______ especially if white men own these enterprise zones, what they will do, if anything.  For,_____ to celebrate our economic self.
Interviewer:
I have another question in another area.  When I heard about the NAACP here in Memphis I was a little bit surprised about the role it played in the ‘60s, that it engaged more in a direct action _than in_____ other cities so that one of the most influential groups in the ‘60s in the civil rights movement was the NAACP.  

[0:12:00]
Maxine Smith:
 We were about the only ones here then.  Yeah.
Interviewer:
And I wondered a little bit that, okay, and then I looked also at the clergies who were involved.  I read about the clergy and trying to get encouragement by clergy from the leadership of the NAACP and one of them was that during all those years, the persons have remained the same.  

Maxine Smith:
Yeah.  That –

Interviewer:
I wonder was there no structure in the day of the ‘60s, ______ _______ when there were simply younger people who were maybe oriented towards black power who were  interested in working with the ________ ______ _______ ______ NAACP or what’s the reason that this leadership from the NAACP was so close together?

[0:13:00]
Maxine Smith:
You’ll find that that’s pretty true.  You don’t have too many younger people anyway because the younger people are beginning to reap the benefits of the things we talk about in the __60s_____.  As I say, look at the Civil Rights Act of ‘64, Title 7 which outlawed discrimination in employment.  Now we know that there is still a lot of discrimination in employment right here in Memphis.  If you just look at the complaints we get in day to day and now during this period of economic recession we find that kids are mostly hit.   Those are the young people that we thought would be the next echelon of leadership who have fostered more from the same group of pain_________.  
[0:14:00]
It’s still there.  Several thousands jobs  blacks hold ______ now   that they didn’t _hold______ at the advent of the ‘60s.  Those are the blacks that should be out here leading the movement now and they get comfortable in these new jobs they get and –

Interviewer:
So there really is no interest from younger black people to take leadership roles in the  civil rights movement?  

Maxine Smith:
We still have a few left.  NAACP maintains a youth unit.  College campus.  We have three college campuses in Memphis.  I don’t think they’re as visible  because the fight isn’t the kind of fight that you would have visible participation 


But at our economic development meeting yesterday I doubt if there was anybody in there was 40 years old.  Other than myself.  
[0:15:00]
But it’s just not as visible a movement now as it was and it’s true that the generation that didn’t know about the back of the bus use that as a phrase to describe the urban society It’s almost we’re _losing a______ generation because they don’t see the over time the segregation and the discrimination is the same forces that mandated that that bus be segregated.  So that schools desegregated still run this country and still run this city and communities all over.  
[0:16:00]
But our children just don’t know enough about that.  In a very few instances, they think  we’re silly for having sat on the back of the bus.  It has no real meaning to them.  


And whenever I speak particularly to young people I try to remind them of the  importance of knowing where they came from.  Because if you don’t know where you  come from you don’t know where you are.  And if you don’t know where you are you ain’t going anywhere.


And I don’t mean to look back in anger or bitterness but as long as race is such a vital issue in this country I think young people should know about it and be prepared to fight to correct the evil of discrimination that still exists.  Even on the political front.  

[0:17:00]
 Citizens where they’re lead like that has a racial feelings of a man is not gonna prosper so much because all people, you know, as far as _ending the polarization of racism Memphis is a very racist, polarized city.  And a lot of that is due to political leadership.  Look at the makeup of our county court, our town commission and our city council.  Our state legislation.  It seems like the majority of the people  who the people elect,  who hold public office, are people who are  found to be racist.
Interviewer:
One thing which I did not understand was when I went out for the history of the civil rights movement in Memphis there was apparently a time period where the civil rights movement had to coalition with the so-called white liberals. 
[0:18:00]
 I don’t know who they were and this coalition drove up to the mid-’60s.  They were for example like, I don’t remember the names of these people, white liberals, was quoted in the_____ civil rights movement at that time.   But then after the 1960s, in the mid-1960s, after the voting rights act were enacted these white people just retreat and say okay, that’s enough.


Maxine Smith:
Well, I think that’s been true too all over the country.  We never had a lot of white support in Memphis.  I don’t remember, very few whites in our city we have inaudible_______ and all that we had __inaudible_______.  We originated a lot of different kinds of different things to attract attention and to keep it going.  

But the closer it get to say it’s all right to have desegregatedneighborhoods,
[0:19:00]
_but just don’t_____ desegregate line You begin to lose ________ _inaudible________  nationwide.  The foundations that are giving financial support to us.  _Those types of_______ organizations that receive that kind of support are just a thing of the past now.  


Obviously not that kind of coalition and when you got down to the taxes they did more to exclude which is a inaudible__________ you really lost another __inaudible______.  White flight is the thing of the day now.  And it’s become more and more polarized and poorer_I think______.

[0:20:00]
Interviewer:
Do you think it also has to do that in differing opinion _for white liberals to fight_____ to work for equal opportunities in the political coalition?  Because _when your thinking of______ the chief of the legal success for minorities that they have legally the same minds to fight for equal conditions, also to find economics _development of black people______?
Maxine Smith:
Yeah.
Interviewer:
Do you think that is the reason why _white liberals____ _________ _____?  

Maxine Smith:
It is all right to have on paper to have these rights but when it comes to having these rights side by side with _them____, that kind of liberal friends seemed to disappear. 
Interviewer:
Do you see here in town  white groups of  white people or organizations like women’s organizations continuing to work together Actually______ work together? 

Maxine Smith:
Yeah.  There are groups, there are women’s groups, women and their daughters there. 
[0:21:00]
.  Yeah, there are groups.  There are small groups.  Not national groups or anything.  I have no problem working with them.  I have reservations about some of them, you know.  

It’s pretty hard to work with a group when you have your own trouble of seeing  _______ losing _the table of your own organization_________ ___________ but I believe in coalition building  because we don’t control enough of anything, my passport at least. 
Interviewer:
Which group, __quickly, do you have to do your______ work together?  

Maxine Smith:
Well, no specific group at any specific time.  But we had a police _workshop____ with ACLU.

[0:22:00]
_Truthfully, I_______ don’t even know the names of some of  the groups.Legal services and another group that – what did they call that?  PAC?
Interviewer:
__inaudible_______.  

Maxine Smith:
No, not that.  Not ours.  This was just a little local group that its main concern was about police brutality. Now force by police and the black community __today_____.  But to solve that ______ most of the groups here.  Any kind united with the family _______ Washington and also _______ they were _______ here simultaneously with the ________ in Washington.

[0:23:00]
But we’re not here in isolation.  We have no quarrel with most of the ________ but –

Interviewer:
The impression I got was that the other southern cities there was more support for other white groups for the civil rights movement and that there was a strong enough cooperation between minority groups, between ______ groups and ________.   

Maxine Smith:
The message is only what I am saying _________ _____ _____ the United States.  _____________ polarized to the city.  There’s_________ so I wouldn’t doubt that we also had _______ other ________.
Interviewer:
What do you see as the main reason for the lack of adequate _______ _____ ________ _______ ______?  

[0:24:00]
Maxine Smith:
Well, it’s in terms of leadership and the type of leadership they have there that would satisfy what I would say is the safest point and it’s the structure of our government.  It’s the city of Memphis is about 40 to 45 percent black and it seems ridiculous that just 3 out of 13 councilmen are black.  But the districts are so cut that black people are more impacted than the whites.  
[0:25:00]
And ______ change.  _______ percent of blacks when it gets down to two people when a particular ________ but I would think that these ______ petitions are set up manually to assure a healthy white majority.  

Interviewer:
I looked the other day at the precinct levels and you find a lot of ______ four or five times eligible voters but you won’t find a black _________ 4,000 voters.  

Maxine Smith:
Yes.  mm hmm.  _____ _______ ____ blacks.

Interviewer:
How do you see the black leadership here in town?  Is there for example polarization between the leadership of the _________  _________?  Do they hold ________ _______ _____ ______?  How do you view the –
[0:26:00]
Maxine Smith:
I ______ people.  People have more problems with that than they have _______ NAACP had.  __________ one ___________ more than anything is that it helps primarily in the inner politics.  And it’s _____ ______ _______ and political action is one of the main ________ NAACP.  And it’s __________ you know.  Any other black ________ _________ _________.  We have ________ our political _______ that.  

Interviewer:
Political action and another law constitutionally done in the roots.  It certainly is the black leadership role.  I don’t know how to call that community _____ black leadership cohesive group which cooperates all together in which ______________ connection – 
[0:27:00]
Maxine Smith:
I think for the most part the difference in many instances when we had no trouble when a crisis – maybe we can’t wait until a crisis come about.  ______ situation all together.  

We have a _____ _____ specifically on top of the  _____ station.  __________ with the ______ and _____ roll.  Citizens _____ ______ ____ _____.  ________________.  Because that’s an umbrella to ask ____  anybody in the NAACP.  But given races are all different organizations, of all kinds to get up and get ready to vote.

[0:28:00]
And voter registration is on voter education an get out the vote campaigns that have worked beautiful together and they’re traveling together and _______ ____ now.  ____ just came after an outfit ________ of all kinds ________ several things that we plan to do but I’ve seen the needs of as many organizations as you can get and _____ ______ ______ ____ ________ ______.  And on the _____ ________ the needs together there’s no hesitation about a _________ here. 

Interviewer:
Well, let’s __________ try to ______ a very skewed _______ from NAACP or from other organizations about their cutbacks and _____ ___________ at least in the public and the media.  

Maxine Smith:
That’s about all we’ve talked about lately is we don’t control the media at all.
[0:29:00]
Interviewer:
Are there any efforts to _____________ ______ against these companies who you think are ______?  

Maxine Smith:
We are attending hearings and lobbying congressmen in Washington with ___________ ___________ mobilization in Washington, DC.  Lobbying _____ ______ _________.  Right now one of our main concerns is the ______ rights act.  Setbacks.  


We have lobbying efforts at the state level.  We are constantly sending our  _______ too and ________ _______ in Washington next week. 

[0:30:00]
Interviewer:
What are the efforts on the state level?  

Maxine Smith:
Well, we’re concerned with just trying to see just what the right now ________ be because _____ would settle _________.  _____ state government and they’re probably gonna get it out to prepare for _______.  You know, the ______ and the ________.
Interviewer:
I have a question that comes to mind about ______ leadership again.  When I talked to Mr. Bailey, ______ Bailey, he said that the ______ ______ _______ using the tools that ________ __________.  Just wondering if ____________ at the end of the NAACP ______.  How do you do this?
[0:30:00]
Maxine Smith:
I just don’t know and don’t recognize the _____ because I don’t know who the FDLC is.

Interviewer:
That’s what I wondered.  

[0:31:00]
Maxine Smith:
I don’t know who they are.  FDLC ___________ fix it and ____ here and they still have a chapter.  I just don’t know.  I’m not sure whether that’s an accurate ______.  ____ ______ _______ their late ________.  ‘68 and ‘69 and they say _______ capital ______ ______.  

But I just don’t have time to worry about what other, you know, and I don’t see any who’s a threat to the other.  And I’m so busy being involved with so many private __________ to try to keep going and not necessarily – we’ll they’re _______ too but __ _____ _____ do it now.  I’m afraid of ______ ________ ____ what _______ comes out.  And ___________ ______ _________.
[0:32:00]
Well, obviously ______ _______ _______ whites.  ________ pay more taxes.  _______ to what _____ and to _______ ______ waiting on that.  But that’s ______ day to day you know.  Not to worry about that.  I just don’t take time to differentiate between NC LC or any leadership in the NAACP.  I just never thought of it as a business.  

Interviewer:
Okay.  It seems to me because you told me that then ______ ______ what all the difference ____ ______. 

Maxine Smith:
I just don’t know, I don’t know if I want ______ _____ change.  Talk about activism the NAACP in Memphis has changed from the most activist group in town.  Anyway.

[0:33:00]
Interviewer:
So you would not say the _____ ______ struggle ___________?  

Maxine Smith:
No.  I wouldn’t say ___________.  I wouldn’t say we were complacent.  We just weren’t in the streets.  And because you’re not in the streets that means you’re complacent.  And so _____ look back over 20 years and seeing just what _____ doing and I think ______________.


But I do know one thing.  The work hasn’t come easy.  It’s been _____ more time consuming.  I can remember when we used to have a long time ago had smoke areas.

[0:34:00]
 But you don’t run into smoking areas any more but I think the thing is there’s been a change in tactics.  There was a time that you wouldn’t have an audience with a senator or a house congressman.  _____________ and I have ________.  

Of course we have it now so.  But I went to Washington for one reason, to meet Senator Baker at his request.  A week ago.  That’s just one example of the kind of difference things are taking.  Voter registration will take several months out of the year.  The whole voter will be kicking that off here about the first of April.  
[0:35:00]
And now we will participate in that through November.  Along with an economic thrust.  One may not be as long as the other but then the other activities ________ ______ ________ depending on what’s going on in the _____ state.  We have lots of ______ there.

These are things that give you high visibility so a couple years ago along with the fight against it ____________ went on the black community action but the ______ agency there that a man needed _____ building the houses for poor.  What’s his name?  I forgot it.  As long as that fight was ____ we ________.  
[0:36:00]
The child was sitting down ______ but they’d rather than build houses then in the neighborhoods that weren’t regularly identified and turned back __________.  __________________ told us that.  That’s the kind of leadership you have in Memphis.  The kind of elemental leadership.  And ____________ turned back millions of dollars in housing funds _____________ housing ____ ______ like _______ ________.


All those kind of things.  Black people’s houses.  Imagine not in the streets carrying picket signs and ________ _____.  ____________.  You are actively participating in a different kind of  _______________.

[0:37:00]
Interviewer:
__________ kind of non institutional protests against _______ and nowadays it’s more lobbying, _________ political __________________.  

Maxine Smith:
We need some more like the protests in the ‘60s when we went to jail.  We went to jail to get the laws changed.  Now that we got the laws changed we’re trying to get them enforced because _______ right back in ‘64 ____________a direct offshoot from the ______ there in the late ‘50s to late ‘60s.  Yet we know that still a lot of discrimination in employment and to follow that civil rights act we know that there are a lot of Title 2 ______________ accommodations are still violating it day in and day out.

[0:38:00]
So I guess trying to get the law enforced and getting it changed a ______ gets a different ________ tax assessment _________.  ____________.  _________________.  ________________.  ________ in the late ‘60s we’ve had almost a decade of ________________ era of a federal administration actually fighting against saying you ______ ____ _____ _______ ______________.

Trying to undo the things that they did in the ‘60s.  When we were doing in the ‘60s you had the federal government with us.  And that too makes a lot of  ___________ .
[0:39:00]

Interviewer:
Would you still speak of civil rights right now?  It seems to me on the civil rights movement activities are becoming ______________ become a ______ when they define ____.  

Maxine Smith:
Well, I still call it a little   ___________ because _____________ manifesto.  ____________________.  I wish it were __________.  ____________.  One at a time the other.  _____________.

Interviewer:
_________ because there is not that much ______

Maxine Smith:
I say it’s not as visible as it once was.  
[0:40:00]
And then people are living more better than they used to.  Generally.  ______________ economics.  That’s what ______________ everything else ______.  But generally people are living a little better than they used to up until this time.


Now I think ____________ which is really a second committee ________ totem pole or ______________.  I think this may bring back the times of manifest ____________in the early ‘60s.  Because people can’t __________ gonna get tired but the ____________.


And if it continues the way it’s going people are getting hungry now.  People come here and don’t have anywhere to live. 
[0:41:00]
Don’t have any jobs.  Think of the ____________.  And not gonna be able to pay.  ________________.  _________________.  And that’s just a _____________________ ever was.  Not that I’m gonna sit up there and want to say that but it had all the ingredients of  ___________.  All ____________.  I think ___________.


One of the people that I know ______________ born on the ______ _______.  
[0:42:00]
If he had his way.  _______________.  I know he’s gonna feel anything.  He was __________ the law.  Or payoff.  _____ _____________ .  They are not __________.  

Interviewer:
What do you think about _________________ away from ________________?  

Maxine Smith:
I don’t understand that at all saying I _____ ______ _______.  
[0:43:00]
__________anybody that __________.  ______________.  ___________ best thing was that computer thing.  _________.

I just don’t understand that and _________________.  

Interviewer:
______________?  

[0:44:00]
Maxine Smith:
______________.  Maybe_________ their way even if things aren’t all right.  ______________


After the economics and politics, that’s been our main thrust ___________.  
[0:45:00]
[End of Audio]
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