
To the Honorable Frank G. Clement, Governor of the State of Tennessee 

 

Resolution 

 

Whereas, The Tennessee Voters' Council, in the August Primary, 1962, supported the candidacy of Frank 

G. Clement on the premise that his election as Governor of the State of Tennessee would be dedicated 

to bringing about equal treatment and opportunities for all citizens of the State of Tennessee; and 

Whereas, The Tennessee Voters' Council worked with the Governor in making recommendations of 

qualified Negroes for state jobs; and 

Whereas, The names of Fred Davis and Rufus Jones were submitted to the proper personnel in the state 

administration and both persons were hired as State Sales Tax Auditors in Shelby County, Tennessee; 

and 

Whereas, The said Rufus Jones held his job for over one year and the said Fred Davis held his job for 

over six months before they were fired; and 

Whereas, It has been called to the attention of the Tennessee Voters' Council that both of these men 

were fired because of their refusal to actively campaign and support the candidacy of Frank G. Clement 

for the United States Senate, voted on in August, 1964, Primary; and 

Whereas, On further information coming before the Council, it appears that, prior to the dismissal of 

these employees, their work was perfectly satisfactory, in fact outstanding in many respects; 

Now, Therefore, be it resolved, that the Tennessee Voters' Council hereby goes on record as being 

opposed to the practice of requiring any state employee to support any candidate for public office 

either through active campaigning or financial contributions solicited by his immediate superior.  The 

Council feels that an employee of the state owes no loyalty to the state administration other than to 

produce the requirements of the job or position he holds.  The Council further believes that no state 

employee should be required to be loyal to any political personality or philosophy; that the right of 

political choice is a personal and constitutional right guaranteed to all citizens and to take away this right 

from any person through the use of coercion, 

pressure, or otherwise is an open defiance and violation of the principles of human dignity and of the 

Constitution of the United States. 

Be it further Resolved, that the Tennessee Voters' Council hereby urges the Governor to support 

legislature designed to prohibit the use of state employees in political campaigns and the practice of 

requesting contributions from state employees to political campaigns.  The Council feels that it is bad 

enough to underpay state employees, as they are, and it is tantamount to a crime to command political 

allegiance of any person of persons. 

Be it further Resolved, That the Tennessee Voters' Council does expect the Honorable Frank G. Clement, 

Governor of the State of Tennessee, to carry out the balance of his term to the best interest of all of the 

people of Tennessee and to carry out the campaign commitments and promises made to the Tennessee 



Voters' Council relative to eliminating the practice of racial discrimination in the hiring and upgrading of 

Negro employees. 

Be it further Resolved, That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Honorable Frank G. Clement, 

Governor of the State of Tennessee. 

 

Adopted at Nashville, Tennessee 

The 12th day of September, 1964 

 

 


