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Stephanie Jones:
Yes.  And sign it.
Speaker 1:
Sign it?

Stephanie Jones:
Mm-hmm.  And the date is the 30th, 7/30.  You did great.

Great, thank you so much.  Okay.  And this is your copy, so keep that one.  Okay.  So what is your name?

Speaker 1:
Annie Tucker.
Stephanie Jones:
And how old are you?

Speaker 1:
Fifty.

Stephanie Jones:
Do you have any children?

Speaker 1:
Yes.

Stephanie Jones:
How many and what are their ages?

Speaker 1:
34, 33, 31, and 30.

Stephanie Jones:
And how long did you live in Claiborne Homes?

Speaker 1:
I lived there – my babies, the one I took at the interview.  I lived there 30 years.

Stephanie Jones:
Thirty?

Speaker 1:
And it’s my baby I took at the interview.

Stephanie Jones:
Wow, that’s awesome.  And how did you come to live there?  Where did you live before and why did you choose to move there?

Speaker 1:
I choosed to move out of momma’s house and I put down in this house _______.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  Do you remember how old you were when you first moved to Claiborne?

Speaker 1:
Nineteen.

Stephanie Jones:
Nineteen.  And at that point did you already have your first child, or did you have your children in Claiborne?

Speaker 1:
I already had four kids when I was 20.
Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  So you moved yourself and your four kids to Claiborne Homes?

Speaker 1:
And I got the certificate.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  And then was it just the five of you living in that house?

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
Nobody else – no sisters or-?  

Speaker 1:
No.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  Great.  And what was it like when you first moved in, do you remember?

Speaker 1:
It was kind of scary, ‘cause I would live – my mother had kids, but I had moved out with them.  So it was kind of scary when I stayed here with my four kids.

Stephanie Jones:
So is that the first time you were on your own with them?

Speaker 1:
I was on my own.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, that’s crazy.  That’s a big step.  So you said it was scary.  Were you like – were you excited, though, to be out on your own?

Speaker 1:
I was excited to be on my own.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?  Was there a specific reason you chose to move to Claiborne?  Was it just ‘cause the prices of the rent or?

Speaker 1:
Uh-uh.  It wasn’t the prices of the rent.  It just my momma lived in Claiborne Home, and I was on her lease, so I had gotten _____ cheaper.  They took me off her lease and they put me on my own.

Stephanie Jones:
So you grew up there as well?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  Were you born there too, or-?

Speaker 1:
No.

Stephanie Jones:
No, okay.  Do you remember how old you were when you moved there with your mom?

Speaker 1:
Oh, I’ve been living with – okay, when I was living with my momma I would say like I was going to Georgia Avenue School, so I should’ve been like 12 years old.

Stephanie Jones:
And that was the first time you had ever lived in Claiborne?

Speaker 1:
When I was like 12 years old, ‘cause I went to Georgia Avenue School.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  Wow, that’s awesome.  And how many brothers and sisters do you have?
Speaker 1:
Eight.

Stephanie Jones:
Eight?

Speaker 1:
Seven.

Stephanie Jones:
Seven?

Speaker 1:
It make eight, me.

Stephanie Jones:
You – you, okay.  And was it the eight of you plus your mother living – was there anyone else living in that Claiborne apartment?

Speaker 1:
No, we were ______.

Stephanie Jones:
All right.  That’s a very big family.  And so since you’ve been there for so long, did you remember – can you – like thinking back to when you first moved in till now, can you think of any of the things that changed while you lived there?
Speaker 1:
It changed a whole lot because – it changed a whole lot, but I lived there, but when I lived there it was like a very pleasant place to live it.  And then I got Section 8.  But I lived there I’d say about 12 years, but when I got Section 8 I moved to Frayser.  But I lived in there.  I lived with my momma while I was young, then I moved out of my momma’s house and then I got Section 8 and I moved to Frayser.  And I never did come back that way.  And then – yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
Do you remember – were you living there when they did the remodeling of Claiborne?

Speaker 1:
I wasn’t living there then.
Stephanie Jones:
No?  Do you remember like how the neighborhood changed like with the violence or the gangs and people coming?

Speaker 1:
I wasn’t even there.

Stephanie Jones:
No?  So when you lived there was it, everything was pretty safe?

Speaker 1:
It was very safe when I lived there.  

Jamie King:
Do you remember that when you were growing up in Claiborne Homes, so it was-?

Speaker 1:
It was very safe.

Stephanie Jones:
Like you could play outside and there was no one could bother you and-?

Speaker 1:
My kids – my kids – I mean we growed up – we ran from the _______ to the Claiborne Home, ran with all the crowd, wasn’t no fighting and all that.  But as I had my kids it was all safe for them too.  All adults play in their backyard while they underground parlor.  Yes, I did.  I’d cook something for ‘em, like ______ the underground parlor and play, when they come in the underground parlor I’d feed them and I’d take them a bath and lay down.  It was very nice then.

Jamie King:
Yeah.  You never felt concern for them or anything; you were just able to let them play anywhere they wanted to?
Speaker 1:
Yeah.  Yeah.  I was able to let them play.  They wanted – I got people at the door with all – there were no shoes and all that, you know.  

Stephanie Jones:
And do you remember how the neighborhood changed while you lived there, like the surrounding Claiborne?

Speaker 1:
Well, I had – well, I lived in Frayser.  I’ve been up here for three years now.  I lived in Frayser; my rent was so bad, so I moved somewhere lower for me because of my job.  So like here I paid $300.00, you know what I’m saying?  And where I live now I’m paying $520.00, ‘cause I was off Section 8, you know?  I just moved up here and it was – so I heard a lot then, but you _____ this to what you all would hear.  But I heard a lot of shooting and all that, but it was all good; it just not the people that lived over there, it’s people that come there.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
We’ve heard that a lot, so.  

Speaker 1:
Yeah.  It’s not the people that live there; it’s the people that come there.

Stephanie Jones:
What kind of people were those?  Do you like – what – would they come from other housing complexes or-?

Speaker 1:
They come from the housing projects, like Clementine and all that – all over there and all over here, all over there.  But they didn’t live over there.

Stephanie Jones:
Right.  Okay.  So while – were you employed while you lived in your Claiborne home?

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
And what job is that?

Speaker 1:
White Rose.

Stephanie Jones:
Is that still where you work today?

Speaker 1:
Uh-uh.  No, I don’t work there.  I work at Happy Days Cleaning.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  So what was the White Rose?

Speaker 1:
It’s a laundry.

Stephanie Jones:
Laundry?  At-

Speaker 1:
White Rose is a laundry too.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  And how did you get that job?

Speaker 1:
It’s when I turned for the application in, ______ ______.
Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  And was it full or part-time?

Speaker 1:
It’s full.

Stephanie Jones:
Full-time job?

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
So how – could you walk to that job or-?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, I can walk to there.  It’s right there, about 15 minutes walk.  The apartment-
Stephanie Jones:
Do you ever – sorry, go ahead.

Speaker 1:
The apartment I used to have, 15-minute walk.  If I walk slow it was 15 minutes.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?

Speaker 1:
It’s up there on Pine Street.

Stephanie Jones:
Did you ever take the bus or was it just too close?
Speaker 1:
I didn’t need to catch the bus.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, just – okay.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
And was it hard taking care of your four children and working full-time?

Speaker 1:
It was hard, but it wasn’t hard.  It was fair.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  So when you were at work who watched your children?

Speaker 1:
When I worked at White Rose my kids were in school.

Stephanie Jones:
Oh, okay.

Speaker 1:
They went to Georgia Avenue – I mean Locke Elementary, at that little red – at Locke’s School.

Stephanie Jones:
So you had like Monday through Friday job and-

Speaker 1:
Monday through Friday, yeah.
Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  Very cool.  Guess that worked out.  Did you ever need your mother or another family member or a neighbor to watch your kids?

Speaker 1:
No, I’m kind of – I can manage that.  I felt really like I got – I had to manage.  I had to manage.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?  You like your own kids with you?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
You got to put ‘em on the side.

Jamie King:
Did you join a union when you worked at the-?

Speaker 1:
I was at the union.

Jamie King:
Did you join the union for-?

Speaker 1:
I joined the union.

Jamie King:
Yeah.  What union was that?  Do you remember?
Speaker 1:
I don’t even know.  

Jamie King:
Laundry?  Some kind of a-
Speaker 1:
I was in a union.  It was – it’s been a long time since I been there.  I worked there 9 years and where I’m at now I’ve been there 11 years.  Union something.  United?  _____ _______.  I was in the union.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay, that’s cool.  What kind of services or help did that give to you?

Speaker 1:
Well I never got into no trouble or nothing at that – for having to go to the union and stuff.

Jamie King:
So you didn’t ______ that?  Okay.  

Stephanie Jones:
While you were living in Claiborne did it feel like a community to you?

Speaker 1:
I liked it.
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?  Did you know your neighbors really well and-?

Speaker 1:
I knew all my neighbors.

Stephanie Jones:
Everybody?

Speaker 1:
All my neighbors.

Stephanie Jones:
What kind of stuff, like get-togethers would you have, or block parties, I mean kind of festivals or traditions?

Speaker 1:
No, we didn’t have like block parties and stuff, ‘cause I lived around – when I lived there I lived at 608 Georgia.  It was like older people, so I didn’t – but if I wanted to have a little barbecue I did it in my backyard and stuff out there.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  And would people just come over and bring food and everyone would-?

Speaker 1:
No.

Stephanie Jones:
How would that go?

Speaker 1:
They don’t do it like that.

Stephanie Jones:
No?  Would you cook for everybody?  Were you usually the cook?

Speaker 1:
Well, when I had a barbecue I’d invite a couple of my friends and we’d sit in the backyard and laugh and talk and all that.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?

Speaker 1:
It was like that.  

Stephanie Jones:
And who were the people that you trusted from the Claiborne Homes?  

Speaker 1:
I trusted my whole neighbors in my unit.  There were 12 of us.  All 12 units.  I speak to ‘em, we clean up, you know, from front to the back.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?  Keep it looking nice?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.  

Stephanie Jones:
And what other kind of support would you get from them?  Did you ever need financial support or emotional support or-?

Speaker 1:
No.  No.

Stephanie Jones:
No?  With that kind of stuff you’d go to your mom or your sisters?

Speaker 1:
No.
Stephanie Jones:
Oh, you were always fine with-?

Speaker 1:
I always fine.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?

Jamie King:
You made it happen.  You made it for-

Speaker 1:
Huh?

Jamie King:
You took care of yourself, is that-?
Speaker 1:
I took care of myself.

Stephanie Jones:
That’s great.  

Speaker 1:
I had a man and that to help me with ‘em.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
Okay.

Stephanie Jones:
Was it your husband, that-?

Speaker 1:
I don’t have a husband.  But me and him been together 30 years.

Stephanie Jones:
Mr. _______, is that what you said is name was?
Speaker 1:
Huh?

Stephanie Jones:
Who works at Rhodes College?
Speaker 1:
Rhodes College, ______ ______.

Stephanie Jones:
Did you have all four kids with him?

Speaker 1:
No, I don’t have a kid by him.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.

Speaker 1:
And my baby I just got through talking to, she was three months old when I met him.

Stephanie Jones:
And he helped you raise your kids?  Oh, that’s great.

Speaker 1:
He raised my kids.  We’ve been together 30 years.

Stephanie Jones:
Did he live in the same unit as you at Claiborne.

Speaker 1:
We lived together.  Yeah, we lived together.  I haven’t – don’t tell no lie; we lived together.  Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.

Jamie King:
If you don’t want that part of it, we don’t have to have that in there.  It really-

Speaker 1:
We lived together.

Jamie King:
Okay.  Well, but if anything you don’t want us to put in the record we don’t have to have that a part of it, so just let me know.

Speaker 1:
Okay.

Stephanie Jones:
Was he – was it like a secret?  Was he – did he have his own and you had your own, but you like-

Speaker 1:
I lived in there, but he wasn’t on my lease or nothing.  He worked at Coca-Cola first, but he lived there with me; I’m not going to lie.  But he wasn’t on my lease or nothing.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  But you guys shared responsibilities just like-?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, he helped me with my four kids.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay, that’s really great.  

Jamie King:
I want to step in and say we don’t work for MHA and we have no dog in this fight, so you can tell us anything you want, but if you don’t feel comfortable _____ ______-

Speaker 1:
I ain’t gonna lie; I’m going to tell you.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Jamie King:
Thank you.  We appreciate it.

Stephanie Jones:
Did you and other people in the community or one of your 12 neighbors ever trade goods or services without money, like do hair for food or your nails or something?

Speaker 1:
No.

Stephanie Jones:
No?

Speaker 1:
Maybe some of my neighbors ask me if I’ve got a can of tomato paste or do I got a package of eggs.  I’ve gone and asked them, “Did you got some sugar?” or something _______.

Jamie King:
Yeah, you just help each other out if you needed something, cup of sugar to borrow or something like that.

Speaker 1:
Yeah. 

Jamie King:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
We did that.  

Stephanie Jones:
And how would you hear about the community’s news and gossip?  Do you remember, was there like one go-to person to hear – who was that?

Speaker 1:
My sister-in-law, Vanessa Tucker.

Stephanie Jones:
[Laughter]  Vanessa.

Jamie King:
I remember this.

Stephanie Jones:
We interviewed Vanessa.  

Speaker 1:
Yeah, that’s my sister-in-law; she married to my brother.  

Stephanie Jones:
Oh, okay.

Jamie King:
Cicero.

Speaker 1:
Cicero.

Jamie King:
We got to talk with him too.  He’s a nice guy.  

Stephanie Jones:
Mm-hmm.

Jamie King:
You guys look a little bit alike

Stephanie Jones:
Vanessa was the go-to gossip girl?

Speaker 1:
Huh?

Jamie King:
You look a little alike.  You guys see – you favor each other.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.  

Stephanie Jones:
And did pretty much everyone know each others’ business?  ‘Cause were you guys really close, all the neighbors?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, we was really close, the apartment I lived in.  That little area I lived in, all of us were real close.  I’d say in the evening time when the sun went down everybody could sit on their porch, we’d talk together about it, we – the kids _____ ______.  Where I lived there were – people were not like older people, but they was like sit on the porch and relax and talk or holler way across there or, you know, laugh and talk.  Yeah, it was very nice.  Very nice.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?  That’s great.  And did – you said this, but you said you felt safe for yourself and your family while you lived there-

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.  

Stephanie Jones:
-felt safe?  Would you trust – was it safe then?  Like you said that you would let your kids go play at the park or whatever, but was it – did you also feel safe letting them go around the whole neighborhood, like to a grocery store or to-?

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.  I did.  I did.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?

Speaker 1:
Because my – I had another family live up on the hill and I lived down that way.  But I really didn’t let them roam a whole lot.  I always used to take them to the park and let them play until it was time for them to come home.  But I did let them go to their grandma’s house.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?  

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm. 

Stephanie Jones:
So they weren’t just wandering around, but they would go here and there and have-
Speaker 1:
Yeah.  But it was all good.  It was all good.  Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
And what kind of activities did you do with your family when you lived there?

Speaker 1:
I used to always take them to see the Brown Park and let them run and jump all on the swings and then, you know, get up – I mean when they get out of school – when school was here I always used to try to – I mean let them go play for a minute, we’d have something cooked when I get off of work.  I usually get off a little earlier than they get out of school and I already been have their food cooked, I let them roam, run all around, whatever, everywhere.  And then it’s time to take a bath, come down to eat.  Sometimes I would let them eat first, go take a bath.  That was it.  Then let ‘em come on down, jump on the couch and watch TV.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?  
Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
And did you and your neighbors ever share the responsibility of raising each others’ kids or – you said that you usually watched your own children, but if they were out playing and a neighbor saw something happen-

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
-them do something, would they like come and tell you?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.  Yeah.  Mm-hmm.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?

Speaker 1:
I let them tell me.  I always told them to tell me.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?  But I’ve heard that that’s not really what it’s like anymore; now it’s like-

Speaker 1:
It’s not like that no more.

Stephanie Jones:
-“Don’t touch my child”.

Speaker 1:
Don’t touch my child.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  But before-

Speaker 1:
That’s what I did.  I told them tell me, ‘cause I had my son, he used to chunk all the time and chunk and boss people _____ _____.  He was just a little bad little boy. 

Stephanie Jones:
So would you trust your neighbor to punish him or like to say something to him or would they usually straight to you?

Speaker 1:
They wouldn’t like punish him, but they – yeah, come straight to me and tell me.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  ‘Cause sometimes we’ve heard that first the neighbor would, you know-

Jamie King:
Whoop the kid and then come home and momma whooped the kid, so they get it twice.

Speaker 1:
Got it twice, mm-hmm.  I got a daughter like that.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?  So it would be better just not to do anything because you’re going to get punished twice.

Speaker 1:
No, no.  Don’t do anything.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  And what did you like best about living in Claiborne?

Speaker 1:
I liked it best about it because we had good neighbors and it was a place for them to play at and a place they can run.  I mean not cars running, like where we living now, up and down the street.  Just a place they can just play at.  Where I live at I have a big yard, my front and my back are big.  And my neighbor’s, she had two kids, and my kids some days they just play.  

Stephanie Jones:
Did you meet your husband or partner or what – do you call him your husband?  Did you meet him in Claiborne or was he living there or-?

Speaker 1:
Uh-uh.  When I met him he worked at Coca-Cola.
Stephanie Jones:
Oh, is that where you met him, there?

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
Did you work there at one point too?  

Speaker 1:
No.

Stephanie Jones:
No?  Okay.  And would you say that there were any people who stick out in your mind as leaders in the community who – positive leaders?  Like if there was, say like something was going on, they get people together and be like ______?

Speaker 1:
No, one thing about it, they would always send you a letter in the mail.
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?  

Speaker 1:
It’s secure.  One of the things, it’s secure.  And an event that were going on, she would always send you a letter in the mail.  After she died then it came, died down.  There was two of ‘em.  There was two of them; Ms. Jones and Ms. Esther.  And you find anything going on, they used to send letters to everybody, walk around and put them in your door.

Jamie King:
Yeah?  They worked in the office at-?

Speaker 1:
They worked in the office.  

Jamie King:
Were there any other like Claiborne Homes residents who would be kind of like the go-to person if there was a problem or would-

Speaker 1:
Yeah, you go out to the community center.

Jamie King:
Oh, the community center, okay.  Did you ever have – did you have much interaction with the Emmanuel Center?

Speaker 1:
No.

Jamie King:
No?  Or what about – was Pastor Ronnie Johnson around when you were-?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Jamie King:
Did you ever – did you have a big like church life for your kids?

Speaker 1:
I ____ ____ - I haven’t been down there with my kids.  My grandkids, they go down there, down to Reverend Johnson.  Yeah.  I got six grandkids.  My two grandboys play basketball for him and the one that’s _____ _____, they go to Ronnie Johnson.

Jamie King:
Okay.  Cool.

Speaker 1:
We got 12 Tuckers go down there.

Jamie King:
Oh yeah?  Yeah, wow.  You guys have a great family, a big family.  

Stephanie Jones:
We’ve really enjoyed ______ _______.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, my mom got 53 great-grandkids.

Stephanie Jones:
Oh my goodness.  It is going to just kind of keep growing.
Jamie King:
So your momma lived in Orange Mound, is that where-
Speaker 1:
In Orange Mound.
Jamie King:
Yeah.  That’s what – we were talking to Dorothy and Tosha the first day-

Speaker 1:
Tosha, yeah.

Jamie King:
-and she was telling us that her grandma lives over there.

Speaker 1:
To Orange Mounds.

Jamie King:
Are you related to Tosha?
Speaker 1:
Tosha, she’s my niece.

Stephanie Jones:
So you’re the aunt – so you are Dorothy’s sister?

Speaker 1:
I’m Dorothy’s sister.

Jamie King:
We’re trying to put this family tree together.

Stephanie Jones:
And are you also – who’s Brenda’s sister?

Speaker 1:
I’m Brenda’s sister.  

Stephanie Jones:
Okay, and then-

Speaker 1:
I’m the oldest sister.  I’m 51.  

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  And then Kay downstairs, is that one-

Speaker 1:
Kay’s my niece.  

Stephanie Jones:
So that’s Brenda’s daughter?

Speaker 1:
That’s Brenda’s daughter.  So not for my daughter.
Stephanie Jones:
Oh, okay.  Right.  Okay.  

Jamie King:
We got it.

Stephanie Jones:
And Petosha is Dorothy’s daughter?  

Speaker 1:
No, Petosha is Brenda’s daughter.

Stephanie Jones:
Oh.  

Speaker 1:
My sister’s ________.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  Okay.

Speaker 1:
No, Petosha’s Dorothy’s daughter.

Jamie King:
Petosha’s daughter.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  And Cicero’s your brother.

Speaker 1:
Cicero is my brother.  

Stephanie Jones:
And Andrea’s brother.  Got it.  I get it now.  And how many of the other – seven or eight of you you said?
Speaker 1:
My mom got eight kids.  

Jamie King:
Eight kids.

Stephanie Jones:
So we talked to – we got to half.

Jamie King:
Half of them.  Where’s the other half?

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, where do the other four live then?  There’s three of you here and then a brother-

Speaker 1:
Okay.  You got Brenda next door, you already did Petosha, you did Calotski, you did Dorothy Ann, you did Petosha, you did Cool _______.  I call my daughter Cool.  And my daughter, Punky, she lives downstairs, but she don’t get off till like 8:00 at night.  She evening shift.  So there’s just one more up here.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Where do your other brothers and sisters live around you guys?

Speaker 1:
Not in this area.  

Stephanie Jones:
Not in the-

Speaker 1:
My son live in ______ and my other son – I mean my brother live in – he almost – he in Frayser, but I can’t tell y’all the street.  I always just know the street.

Jamie King:
What about Rosalee Tucker?  Do you know Rosalee?

Speaker 1:
Who?

Jamie King:
Rosalee Tucker.  Maybe somebody-

Speaker 1:
Rosalee Tucker?

Jamie King:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
We’ve just seen that name, so we were wondering if you were related at all.

Speaker 1:
I’m not.

Stephanie Jones:
No?  Okay.  There are a lot of Tuckers.

Jamie King:
Yeah, Tucker is a pretty common last name.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  

Jamie King:
Maybe not related to you.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Okay.  And how is-

Speaker 1:
In all there’s 73 of us.

Stephanie Jones:
Seventy-three.  Wow.  Do you guys have a big family reunion?  

Speaker 1:
Yeah.
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  I bet that’s fun.  I have one sister, and so that’s it, just the two of us.  No kids or anything.  How successful would you say MHA was at providing you support when moving out of your Claiborne Home?

Speaker 1:
They did their job.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?  What kind of services did they-?

Speaker 1:
I was only – I was in ______ side ______, but I got in here in Section 8.  

Stephanie Jones:
Mm-hmm.  So did they provide you transportation?  Or I mean like moving assistance?

Speaker 1:
No, I did my own.  I did my own.

Stephanie Jones:
Did they offer it to you, or did you-?

Speaker 1:
No, they ain’t doing like they do it now.

Stephanie Jones:
Oh, okay.  It was like-

Speaker 1:
They didn’t move you like they did – do people now.

Stephanie Jones:
Did they help you find – you moved from-

Speaker 1:
Yeah, they got me a list.  They gave me a list.

Stephanie Jones:
Of addresses?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
So you moved from Claiborne to Frayser to here?

Speaker 1:
To Frayser to-

Stephanie Jones:
Or was there-?

Speaker 1:
Uh-uh.  No.  I moved from Claiborne to Frayser and then I moved Frayser up in those apartments ____ Mississippi.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  And then eventually you went-

Speaker 1:
To be here.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  Okay.  And did you ever feel like there were people who came and meddled in your community without being welcome there, like researchers or people from-?

Speaker 1:
No, not while I lived there.

Stephanie Jones:
No?

Speaker 1:
Not while I lived there.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Okay.  

Speaker 1:
Not while I lived there.

Stephanie Jones:
So you said you lived there for 30 years about.  So how did you feel when you learned they were going to knock it down?
Speaker 1:
I felt like – I don’t know why they’re closing it down, ‘cause a lot of people need homes to live in, and all those people that live over there, they was like safe in their home.  So that’s how I feel.  I don’t know.
Stephanie Jones:
Did you – yeah, I agree.  What was the saddest part for you about them knocking it down?

Speaker 1:
Because of all – well, my brother’s daughter – my brother had two daughters that live over there and it was so hard for them to find somewhere to live at, ‘cause everything was already just taken, taken, taken.  It was – she had to live with my niece Tara _____.  It was so hard for them to find somewhere with her three kids.  And she wasn’t nothing but a ______, but had three kids.  _____ _____ she was 19 years old or 20.  It was just hard for her to go into places and _____ trying to find somewhere, their stuff was in storage and-

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
But it was all right, ‘cause she still got up and did it when they said they was going to do it.  Later is not good for you when they say you got to move; you got to get up and get on the job right then.  They don’t understand that.
Stephanie Jones:
Were – do you – were you – do you think that the knocking it down will have any – after it’s rebuilt and they move back in do you think it will help the community at all, or do you think they should’ve just kept it the way it was?

Speaker 1:
A lot of things changed there.  We got a lot of patrol around here, and I think it will be a lot better, because they’ve got too many members in one place together.  It might be a lot better.

Jamie King:
Yeah, you’d like to see _____ more _____ projects more spread out, ‘cause obviously in the-

Speaker 1:
It’s a ______, they done moved it _______ Claiborne, this is the home all be focusing together; fighting and everything _____ ____ ______.  That’s been what that get them out of there.  You got to take these folks, take them back where they lived and they come there where they know people.  All these folks then ______ Clay Home and move over here and ____ like.

Stephanie Jones:
Are you going to try to move back into Claiborne once they start signing people up on the list?

Speaker 1:
I will try to.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.  But I don’t know if I have – you know, it going to be so many.  I’ll be at work and I can’t be able to get in line and all this, sign back up.

Stephanie Jones:
Right.  And are you still in contact with people from Claiborne?  I mean I know you live all around your family, so.  

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.  Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
What about your friend and family who don’t live right around you, do you still talk to them all the time?

Speaker 1:
My friends and family?
Stephanie Jones:
Mm-hmm.

Jamie King:
Like those 12 people, you’re talking about how you have 12 people who lived in that same unit with you at Claiborne Homes.  Do you ever talk to those people?

Speaker 1:
I talk to three of them.

Jamie King:
Three.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, ‘cause I think about four of them, they moved into the high-rise.  

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  On Adams?

Speaker 1:
They in the high-rise down there on Adams, mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Okay.  And what kind of hopes do you have for yourself and your family now and for your future?

Speaker 1:
Well, everyone live here with me, and my daughter, she comes see me every day.  I’m alone there.
Unknown:
Hi, T.

Speaker 1:
Hey, baby.

Jamie King:
Hi.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, that’s my sister’s ______.  And my son, he come help me keep the yard up, ‘cause I’m a landlord now.

Stephanie Jones:
Oh, you’re a landlord?
Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
Cool.

Speaker 1:
I got to keep it clean up here, so my son like to come help me clean the yard up.  You know, I’m scared of cats.

Stephanie Jones:
Great.  Well, is that-

Jamie King:
Oh, do you feel like you – did you ever hear from the case manager when they relocated you?  I mean just anybody from MHA call you and see how you were doing, check on you?  Nothing?  You got _____ ______.

Speaker 1:
I wasn’t down there.  I was trying to get in those – I was trying to get in those new houses over there.  And-

Stephanie Jones:
On Legends?  Legends on Poplar?  Or University?
Speaker 1:
University.

Stephanie Jones:
Or College Park?

Speaker 1:
Over there.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
But at first I went down there and they told me I was like number 40-something.  When I went down there she said I was 12, but every time I called, so.

Stephanie Jones:
Well, they’re opening now on Poplar, where Dixie Homes was, they’re opening – and I know they about a week ago or maybe two weeks ago were taking applications for Legends Park.

Speaker 1:
Oh, my goodness.  I didn’t know that.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  I don’t know why they don’t tell people any of this stuff; it’s so crazy to me.

Jamie King:
Do you mean you’re trying to get in those houses on McKinley, those ones they’re building there?  Or which ones are you saying that you wanted to get into?

Speaker 1:
I was trying to get into the ones on Lamont, I was trying to get into-

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, that’s University Place.

Speaker 1:
And I was trying to get into whichever ones.  I just want to move me something out of a new, and along that, all my kids, they grown-

Stephanie Jones:
Let me give you a number before I leave.  

Speaker 1:
Okay.

Stephanie Jones:
I can’t promise that they’re still taking applications-

Speaker 1:
I know.  I know.  I know.

Stephanie Jones:
-but if they are then this person is great and I’m sure she could be able to help you.

Speaker 1:
Okay.

Jamie King:
But you haven’t heard from anybody from MHA, anybody from _______?

Speaker 1:
Nothing.  And I’ve been going down there, checking on my – I went down there and stand in a long line, I missed a whole day of work, and I went down there, I signed up, trying to get me a new home, a new home, you know what I’m saying?  And I haven’t heard from nobody what – you know, there’s so many people that I know that in them.  I can’t understand why.  Like well, I wasn’t mad at them.  Maybe they picked names, you know, how they do.  I mean pay and all that.

Stephanie Jones:
But it seems like the news of these kinds of things isn’t spread the way it should be.  It’s kind of like a few people know and the word-of-mouth, but they should tell everyone at once so everyone has the same opportunity.

Speaker 1:
And then you call them – and then you call them, “We ain’t doing applications.”  That kind of stuff go on.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Yeah.

Jamie King:
Do you remember – can you recall like a challenge of living in Claiborne Homes?

Stephanie Jones:
Oh, I forgot that one.

Speaker 1:
Huh?

Jamie King:
A challenge?  Anything that was challenging about living-

Stephanie Jones:
What was like the hardest part of your experience there?  

Speaker 1:
Bad kids.  That’s all.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Your own or everybody’s?

Speaker 1:
My kids.  I had one bad boy.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  What’s his name?  Maybe we could talk to him?

Jamie King:
Oh, she’s saying it loud so he can hear.  

Speaker 1:
No, it was very nice.  It was very nice.  I really liked Claiborne Homes.
Stephanie Jones:
Did you get any money from the Ross Grant?  Do you have any-

Speaker 1:
No.  

Stephanie Jones:
I think your daughter did.  Not money; maybe support.  I don’t know.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, she did.  My daughter lived in a Claiborne Home.

Stephanie Jones:
She did, yeah.  She was-
Speaker 1:
She lived on the end.  That wall - ______ run down the wall and stuff, so.  She did.

Jamie King:
Really fast, can you tell like having seen it for so long, like what did you – did you see anything specific change over time there?  

Speaker 1:
_____ _____ holes and ______.
Jamie King:
Yeah?

Speaker 1:
In the last two years.

Jamie King:
Really?

Speaker 1:
In the last two years – everything was so nice, then the last two years, when they closed ________ on down, closed the Montiers down, they brought all these folks from the Montiers and these homes into Claiborne Homes.  Everybody got their own _____; orange, purple, ______.  It made _______.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
Three kids got killed down there.

Stephanie Jones:
Oh geez.

Jamie King:
We heard about a little girl.
Stephanie Jones:
In the past two years?  

Jamie King:
Wow.  We heard about a little girl that got caught in the crossfire there.  I mean that was a little bit more than two years ago, but-

Speaker 1:
Yep.  A little boy got shot dead in the head.  And another – a girl got killed previous.  

Stephanie Jones:
Why do you think there was so much tension or conflict between the different projects?

Speaker 1:
The guy.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Jamie King:
And they wore those bandannas and I understand what you’re saying.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Jamie King:
Well we really appreciate your help.  We’re sorry to keep you away from your relaxing Saturday and we appreciate you-

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, thank you so-

[End of Audio]
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