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Stephanie, Speaker-1, Male-1

Stephanie:
Okay, can you please tell us your name?
Speaker-1:
_____ Bryant.

Stephanie:
And how old are you?

Speaker-1:
Twenty three.

Stephanie:
Do you have any children?

Speaker-1:
Yes, a little girl.  She’s two years old.  She’ll be three in December 24th.

Stephanie:
Where does she live?  Do you live with her?

Speaker-1:
No, she lives – actually, my baby-mama just lives, like, five minutes away from – so it’s no problem.

Stephanie:
Okay.  And how long did you live in Clayburn?

Speaker-1:
We lived in Clayburn Home, like, five – about six years at the most.

Stephanie:
Do you remember what year you moved in, or how old you were when you moved in?

Speaker-1:
How old I was when I moved in?  Let me see.  ____ ____, see, I’m 23 right now, so I have to go back about – when I was about, like – let me say about 10, or trying to say about 11, because I’m the oldest, so – including my brother and my sister.  See, now they’re 21, and I’m 23, so they’d be, like – they were about 10, or about 11, yeah.

Stephanie:
And how did your family come to move there?

Speaker-1:
How did we come to move there?  We came to move – well, my – well, actually, when we were staying in ____ Home – at first we was staying – we had moved over to the Hearst Village, and ___ ____ like, she ____ moved in, so we moved over there to ___ _____.  But then we came together and she was, like, I wanna move – my family, we came together, and we said we was gonna move over there to the Clayburn home.  And she was, like, the people ___ ___ had really nice apartments over there, and it’s really nice over there.  And that’s how we ended up moving over there to the Clayburn home from the ____ _____.  That’s how we ended up moving over there, so it was – it was pretty nice right there.


We moved from the ___ _____ to Clayburn home, the Clayburn home always did – they always did activities, did more activities than anything.  Like, they were doing – like my mom said, we had bible study and stuff.  I remember when they used to sit out the – what you call it? – the little screen that you set that little - ?

Stephanie:
Projector?

Male-1:
Projector?

Speaker-1:
Yeah, you set that up there and watch the bible study movies, and they’d have food and stuff for all of us. 

Stephanie:
You liked it better?

Speaker-1:
Yeah.  The Clayburn home?  Yeah, I liked the Clayburn home better, if you ask me, because they always had something – there were activities and stuff.  They always, always throw activities.

Stephanie:
Yeah, that’s great.  So who lived with you in your Clayburn homes apartment?

Speaker-1:
Who lived with me?  My mom, my dad, my sister, my brothers – I mean, my brother.  

Stephanie:
And what was it like when you first moved in?  Do you remember the first day that you saw your new place?

Speaker-1:
Yeah, first day ever, when I went in, “That’s my room right there.”  I said, “That’s my room right there.”  And my – when I had – when we first moved into Clayburn home, though, a little – I was a little bit scared a little bit, but – no lie, but when I got used to the environment, so then like my mom said, she didn’t – I always used to ___ ___ _____.  I did _____, but I just – and my mom stayed on me, though, so I couldn’t.  I really didn’t hang with the rest of the kids, besides going up there to the – like, they got a _____ gym up here by the _____ school.  They got the – they used to always have little activities for us outside their gym, and had a big projector outside, about ___ _____.  And we used to watch bible story movies all the time.

And the first time when I went over there, I was, like, “Oh, I could get used to this.  I like this,” you know.  Besides, when I used to have the – have all them ___ _____ and all of them used to be acting a fool, but the police stayed on them, so they was pretty cool, to have good police over there, so they never really – they never really got a chance to really do what they wanted to do, because the police was staying on them.  Beside they little ___ ___ ____ _____ ___ _____ the little girl had got killed, that was really sad right there, though, that little baby.  She was about my little girl’s size, but she ____ ____ on her, see, my little girl’s two, now.  So it was real sad right there, though.  


But besides that, though, there ain’t been nothing.  My first time moving over there, though, I was, like, “Yeah, I like this.  I like this.”  I got used to it, and I loved it.  When they tore it down, I was, like, “Ah!”  Like, oh man.  They actually had it on TV when they was tearing it down.  They had it on TV.  Yep, I remember that ___ ___ ____ _____ had – people was crying and running around.  I was, like, “Man, I really loved Clayburn home.”  People really loved the Clayburn home, because they had it on TV and they were crying and stuff, showing ___ ___ _____.  I was, like, “Man.”  That had me about to wanna cry.  But it’s a good thing, though, so they can change a lot of stuff.  So that’s a good thing, though.  They’re gonna rebuild and remodel it.  I think it’s still gonna be a good look, if you ask me.

Stephanie:
Yeah?

Speaker-1:
I think it’s gonna be a good look.  

Stephanie:
Do you wanna go back, move there?

Speaker-1:
Sure, I would love to.  

Stephanie:
Yeah?

Speaker-1:
Right back over there.  I’d love to go back to Clayburn home.  I ___ __ _____.  I love the Clayburn home.  I’d love to go back.  Between the – I’d say, between ___ ____ ____ ____ home ___ ___ ___ ____ Clayburn home.  Because the Clayburn home, man, they had a lot – they do a lot of activities, like I said, like, I could say, like ___ ___ _____ like, beside Mr. ___ ____ Johnson, and our little guy, besides ___ ____ I know them guys ___ _____, they do a lot of activities for the Clayburn home.  So I, like – yeah, I’d really ___ ____ Clayburn home, because they do a lot of activities for the Clayburn home.
Stephanie:
We were talking to Ronnie yesterday, actually.

Speaker-1:
Yeah, because he know ___ _____ talking about, yeah.

Stephanie:
Yeah.

Speaker-1:
Them guys, they pretty cool.  They real nice, and they ___ ___ ____ activities and stuff for us, yep.

Stephanie:
While you were living at Clayburn, when you were a child, even though you say your mom, like, really tried to protect you, was there ever an opportunity for you to join a gang?

Speaker-1:
No.

Stephanie:
Did you have any friends who were in gangs, or - ?

Speaker-1:
Yeah.

Stephanie:
Sell drugs, or - ?

Speaker-1:
Yeah, I had friends that was in gangs, but I really didn’t know.  I really didn’t really know, but when I found out, like, my mom had – she cut me off from them, and it was, like, “Man.”  But I was, like, “Man, I ain’t ____ ___ ____.  I didn’t know that he was in a gang.”  My mom was, like, “Yeah.”  Because my mom always – she was – when she seen them, she would be, like, ___ ___ ___ ____ _____ be with him all the time.  So once she seen him with those other guys, and she ___ ___ ____ _____ in other words, like, cut their _____ off, I stopped hanging with them.  I stopped doing ___ ______.  I didn’t wanna be around them or nothing.

Stephanie:
Were you mad at her for not letting you hang out with them anymore?

Speaker-1:
When I was young, like I said, but now that I look at it, no.  I wasn’t mad at all.

Stephanie:
You think it was unfair?  When you were little, did you think it was unfair that all these guys got to do this, and your mom made you stay inside?

Speaker-1:
When I was little I used to be, like – I looked at it that way, but I never ___ ___ ____ ____ looked at it.  I was little.  I was young, so, I was, like, “Man,” I used to be mad, though, but now that I see it now, it was a good thing.  I’m glad she stayed on me, though.  One of my friends name Terrence ___ ____ got killed in Clayburn.  It was outside the Clayburn home, like right here by the fire station right there.  And two of my friends I went to school with got killed out by the fire station like that, so.  Man, so it was a good thing, though.  ___ ____ ____ love my mama.  She – everything she told y’all, she ain’t lying neither.  She did all of that, everything she said.

Stephanie:
So how would you say Clayburn home changed while you lived there?

Speaker-1:
How I’d say it changed?  

Stephanie:
How – yeah.

Speaker-1:
It changed – while I been there?

Stephanie:
While you lived there, uh huh.

Speaker-1:
While I lived there?  As I was growing up, and like, the violence was all right, but the police, though, they was on – they stayed on it, so it kept on, like that, and I would say it would change every time.  Like, the ____ ____ _____, yeah.

Stephanie:
So what about the buildings? How’d they change over time, over the five years you lived there?

Speaker-1:
Yeah.

Stephanie:
Did they get – the same, or worse, or was there, like, more garbage?  Did the city start to help you more, or were the kind of - ?

Speaker-1:
It was the same.

Stephanie:
It was the same?

Speaker-1:
Yeah, it was the same, yeah.

Stephanie:
And what about the relationships with people?  

Speaker-1:
Well – the relationships with people?

Stephanie:
Uh huh.

Speaker-1:
Relationships with people ___ ____ ____ ____ like she had told y’all at first, like, we – she stayed ___ _____ herself, so I just had a few friends over there, and I was coming up over there.  So the relationships with the people ___ ___ ______.  They were – there wasn’t nobody arguing with one another, no neighbors arguing ___ ____ _____ ____ around.  Like, we would sit out and a neighbor barbequed, and knocked on the door and be, like, “Y’all wanna come out and y’all wanna spend time with the barbeque, and drink _____ and drinks?”  And we’d come outside and kicking and all that.  So they – we did a little barbequing over there, ______ it up over there, too, so it was a good little ___ _____.  Had some good neighbors ______ over there, though.  

And we had some neighbors over there, too, that were – like my mama said, were acting a little funny, but you know – but we just never looked at it like that, because she was always nice to them. And every time she – every time we had something, we invited everybody.  So when they seen – so when they had something, they already know to come get us, though.  My mama ___ ____ had something going that way, invite people over ___ _____.  That was a good look.  

Stephanie:
Were you ever employed while you lived at Clayburn?

Speaker-1:
I was young then.

Stephanie:
Yeah, you said you were 11 when you were, like – 

Speaker-1:
I was 11.

Stephanie:
Throughout the five years, though, did you ever have any jobs?

Speaker-1:
Well, I had – I participated in ___ ____ ____ Reverend Johnson and them and _____ _____, I participated with them.  But as I started – when I had came ___ _____ watch ___ ____ _____ when I had got a little WIN program job on – 

Stephanie:
WIN, yeah.

Speaker-1:
Yeah, when I was in _____ I had something going on over there, too, so.

Stephanie:
When you say “Streets,” do you mean Streets Ministries?

Speaker-1:
Streets Ministries, yeah, Streets Ministries.

Stephanie:
Okay, okay.  Because that’s the only – 

Speaker-1:
They – yeah, they look out for a lot of people, Street Ministries and the new ___ ____ ____ they call it.  But I – it’s a new gym.  You know what I’m talking about?  Reverend Johnson – 

Stephanie:
Yeah, the ICLC?  You were there?

Male-1:
[Inaudible comment]
Speaker-1:
Yeah, yeah.

Stephanie:
Yeah, we were in there yesterday.  Yeah, that was really nice over there.  So did you go to Booker T. Washington all four years of high school?
Speaker-1:
Yeah.  Yes, ma’am.

Stephanie:
And how was that experience?

Speaker-1:
Booker T. Washington?

Stephanie:
Uh huh.

Speaker-1:
It was lovely.  I loved school.

Stephanie:
Loved it?  Did you play sports there?  Or - ?

Speaker-1:
I played sports.  I was playing basketball, but – 

Stephanie:
Yeah?  What position?

Speaker-1:
What position I played?  Point guard.

Stephanie:
Point guard?

Speaker-1:
Yep.  Yeah, I know how to play basketball real good, so I played basketball.

Stephanie:
Did you see Barak Obama out there ___ _____?

Speaker-1:
Yeah, Barak Obama.  Yeah ____ _____ kind of nervous, but ___ ____ he came – but when he came, I was, like, “Man!”

Stephanie:
That’s your high school, yeah.  That’s awesome.

Speaker-1:
Yep, Booker T. Washington.  

Stephanie:
How’d you get to school every day?  Did you walk from Clayburn to - ?

Speaker-1:
Yes, yes, ma’am, from Clayburn home to Washington, yep.

Stephanie:
So were you going to there – to school there while your mom was working there?

Speaker-1:
Was I going to school?  Yeah, I was going ___ ____ ____.  And from Vance – I went to Vance, and I had ____ ___ ___.  See, they had closed down ___ _____ school Alonso Locks Elementary.  It’s, like, down from Reverend Johnson and the gym, that gym church, they had closed it down. But I don’t know ___ ___ ____.  I used to go to there first, and then I went to Vance, and I was going to BTW.  

Stephanie:
So – I’m sorry, I’m sorry, go ahead.

Speaker-1:
I had graduated from BTW, so that was a real good look when I had graduated.  

Stephanie:
Yeah.

Speaker-1:
I knew I was gonna – I knew I was gonna graduate anyway, so I had my head on straight.  I was – I was doing all my works, and I knew I was gonna come out with flying colors.  I knew I was gonna get my diploma.  My mom, she stayed on me.  She stayed on me too much for me not to get it, so I knew I was gonna get it.

Stephanie:
So you graduated in 2006?

Speaker-1:
2006, that’s right, yep.

Stephanie:
So what was, like, a typical day like when you lived at Clayburn, waking up and going to school, or going to basketball practice, or whatever you did?
Speaker-1:
[Inaudible comment]
[Crosstalk]
Stephanie:
What was, like, a typical day like living in Clayburn?

Speaker-1:
___ ____ typical day?

Stephanie:
Uh huh.

Speaker-1:
Like, what you mean? Like - ?

Stephanie:
Like, you'd wake up and go to the – like, walk to school.  Like, who would you see, or like, what would see when you looked around, or - ?

[Crosstalk]
Speaker-1:
___ ___ ___ _____ my friends ___ ____ ____ ____ ______ _____ ____ ____ my friends ___ _____.  But the police ___ ____ ____ ____, so I really – wasn’t really worried about the gangs and stuff.  The police was always on it, always right there.  So they already had – they already were looking out ___ ___ _____ ____ really know who was who.  Like ____ _____ by me being on the teen basketball team, they already ____ ____ _____ already looking out for me, the police.  Yeah, they knew who was who, and where you live, and if you did something.  They knew who you were, you coming up, ____ ____ ____ ____ Clayburn home, they did ____ ___ ______.  

[Crosstalk]
Speaker-1:
____ ____ the gang members ____ ___ gang members, so ___ ____ ____ _____ ____ ____ ____ ______.  [Loud background crosstalk obscures comments]  So it – I can say that much, it was a typical day, by me going, I would say, one ____ day, it was great.  Nobody done bothered me.  Nobody bothered me.

[Crosstalk]
Speaker-1:
[Loud background crosstalk obscures speaker’s comments]
Stephanie:
Okay, so how’d you feel when you first learned about the demolition of Clayburn homes?

Speaker-1:
I felt it was really nice when I had ____ felt about that, real good because they had good people over there, like, the majority were good people over there.  And like I said, like, the Streets and the new gym, that was the top, the top _____.  They always had something in the community, always doing something, yeah.

Stephanie:
You said that you were watching BET the day when you heard they were taking it down, and that it was kind of sad for you.  

Speaker-1:
Yeah, yeah.

Stephanie:
Can you talk about that?

Speaker-1:
Yeah, well, like, when I was watching it – yeah, I was watching it – actually, it was on the news, and me and my cousin, we was sitting here watching it.  And I was, like, “Man, they’re fixing to tear this down.”  And I was – and how my reaction was, I was, like, “Man.”  But when I had heard about it, though, I was, like, “No, they ain’t gonna tear it down.  They ain’t gonna tear it down.” But when I had seen it on TV, I was, like, “Oh, they’re serious.  Oh, man, they’re for real. They’re fixing to _____ and all that.”  That was real sad, though.  But I had my aunt – my friend ___ _____ on TV, the one that was – my apartment ____ on TV, that was the one that had started crying on TV. I was, like, “Man.”  And that made me wanna cry when I seen him and asked him, he’d hold his head down like this, and walking around doing like that.  I was, like, “Man.”  


But the news people kept on filming him, kept filming him.  I seen that, and I was, like, “Man.”  My cousin was, like, “Man, ain’t this your partner here?”  I was, like, “Yeah, that’s him.”  ___ ___ ____ _____ with him.  I was, like, “Man, they’re about to tear Clayburn home down.  Why you doing all that?”  And he was, like ___ ____ ___ _____ _____ _____ _____ ____.  I was, like, “Man.”  ___ ___ _____ like, when I tried to call he wouldn’t answer the phone, though.  I was, like – I was fixing to tell him, “I just seen you on TV,” but he was probably mad at the time, so. 

Stephanie:
Yeah.

Speaker-1:
Yeah, that was real sad, though, when they came to take Clayburn home down, because there’s so many memories over there.

Stephanie:
Have you personally had any experience – or any interaction with MHS, or Memphis Hope and the case managers there?

Speaker-1:
___ _____ _____ like, participating or - ?

Stephanie:
Have they kind of, like – since you found out about the relocation, have they contacted you to help find a house, or did they kind of hook you with your mom, or did they help you find a job, or did they help you get schooling, or - ?

Speaker-1:
No, they – 

Stephanie:
Did they provide any services to you, personally?

Speaker-1:
No, ma’am. Sometimes they – sometimes, like, they had something going on, like a job, though, but they never called.  But like my mama had said, though, they’d call ____ ____ once in a while, but they – I ain’t heard from them in a while, though.  But they had something going on about a job, though.  I had filled out my application and gave them my resume and all that good stuff, and I never got a call from them.  I guess they was already full, but I – 

Stephanie:
What kind of job?

Speaker-1:
Like, they was fixing to – like, help the Clayburn home – help tear down the Clayburn home.  They had something going on – 

Stephanie:
Section three?

Speaker-1:
Yeah, they had something going on.  ___ ____ I wanted to get in their little program right there and try to help my mom out and stuff, but they never called me.  
Stephanie:
Yeah.

Speaker-1:
My mom was like, “Don’t worry about it. ___ ___ ___ _____ a job.”  

Stephanie:
Do you know anybody who’s from Clayburn homes who got ___ ____ job, who’s working with that?

Speaker-1:
No, ma’am, because they was, like, the first 100, so ___ ____ ___ the first 100, or 80 or 100 people.  So I’m pretty much not knowing nobody that had got the job.  So I still do – I still walk down there if I pass it, or like, it’s a swimming pool that’s down there, too.  

Stephanie:
Yeah.

Speaker-1:
Yeah, an in-ground swimming pool.

Stephanie:
Yeah.

Speaker-1:
So I still go down there and I look and see if I see – I don’t know their names, none of them.  ___ __ ____ ____ none of them.

Stephanie:
So do you live in this house here with your mom, or do you live somewhere else?

Speaker-1:
I live here with my mom.

Stephanie:
Okay, and what kind of goals do you have for your future?

Speaker-1:
____ _____ to keep my head up, stay out of trouble.  What I really wanna do I is I wanna go to school.

Stephanie:
Yeah?

Speaker-1:
I wanna go to school.  I wanna go to a college.  I really do ____ ____ college.  I wanna go ___ ____ ___ ____ ____ _____ go through college.  I would love to go to school to do ______.  Like, right now I’m feeling – like, right now, I’m fixing to sign up.  I got an orientation to go to on _____.  I’m gonna try to – they told me that they’re gonna try to help me to try to get up in Southwest, try to see – or – I forgot the name of the other little place that they told me when I had went.  So I can’t wait to see what they got going and see what they’re gonna do.  So I hope they ___ _____ good, so they told me they ___ ____ ___ ______ southwest.  So I would love to __ _____ _____ southwest.

Stephanie:
Yeah.

Speaker-1:
Because I love school.  I loved school, especially when I was playing basketball.  ___ ____ ____ school ___ ____.

Stephanie:
Right.  So do you feel like case management support would be helpful to you in, like, getting assistance going to school, getting money going to school?

Speaker-1:
Yep.  Yes, ma’am.  That would be nice if they could – case management could help, yep.

Stephanie:
Great.  So living in Clayburn, did you ever feel – did you feel like it was a community to you?

Speaker-1:
A community? Yeah, it was a community.  ___ ____ ____ _____ _____ with the gang ___ ____ ____ I’m gonna leave them on this side, because we wasn’t even – we wasn’t worried about them, because we had police around all the time.  So we wasn’t even worried about them.  So it was a real – it was a community, all the good people that came together and helped one another ___ ___ Clayburn home, they looked out for one another, like I say, you know.  Neighbors looked out for one another.  See, especially my mom, because she always – she’s a good free-hearted person, so they always looked out for her.  Like, they – they’d be, like ___ ____ ____ ______, y’all all right?  Y’all don’t need nothing?  I’d be like, “No, ma’am.  No ma’am.”

And they always messed with us, be like, “A closed mouth don’t get fed.”  They would tease us a little ___ ____ ____ ____, but they always used to be playing, though.  They were like – I don’t – I like y’all, y’all don’t never get into no trouble.  Y’all always ____ to y’all’s self and be playing.  I like that.  With the neighbors, they always tell me and my – me and my brother, my brother and my twin sister, and ___ _____ tell that ___ ___ my mama had raised ___ ____. It ain’t no lie, but I sure did wanna go – I usually wanted to go outside so many times that, at the time when my mama would tell me not to go outside, because we used to be – I guess it was because the gang members would be out there, though. 


But when I did go outside, though, I ____ ___ ____ police ___ ___ _____ already cleared them away.  I guess she would wait until they get through clearing – wait until they get out of the way, and then had me go outside.  So I – now that I look ___ _____ it’s a good thing. Yeah.

Stephanie:
Your mom talked about her sister a lot.  So do you have any memories of what it was like being so close with your mom and your sister?  Were you just as close with your aunt?

Speaker-1:
Yep, yep.  My aunt, she was – my aunt was – she was the bomb.  Like, she looked out for us, like, regardless of anything.  She always ___ ____ - she always tell us, though, “Don’t get into no trouble.  I don’t wanna have to come around there on y’all.”  ___ ________ though.  She always stayed on us, too, just like my mom.  She’s a real sweet person.  She always looked out for us.  Yeah.  She was – like, my mom – like, if my mom did work, or if my dad did work, we would go over to my auntie’s house when she’d be off and stuff like that, and we’d go to her house and she’d cook for us and stuff, have us ____ dinner, and have our bathwater ready and all that good stuff, have our clothes out and stuff, ironed and everything.  ___ ____ my auntie, she was a real sweet person.  And she ___ ____ ___ ____ ____ ___ ____ _______.

Stephanie:
Yeah?  

Speaker-1:
And that’s ___ ____ ______.

Stephanie:
So besides your aunt, were there any people that you really trusted from Clayburn?

Speaker-1:
Yeah, uh, yeah, my neighbors, my neighbors.  ___ ____ my – we trusted them and everything.  See, they was good neighbors ___ _____.  They weren’t the type of neighbors that – like, some people over there, like, the majority of the people over there, they was all right, but the rest of the people were, like, ___ ___ ____ was okay.  You know, ___ ___ ____ okay.  Yeah, we could trust them real good, no matter what, through thick and thin.  You know what I’m talking about?  Yeah, ___ ___ ____ ____ there was some good memories over there at Clayburn home.  I’d love to move back, but she asked me – you asked me – one of y’all asked me would I love to move back?  Yeah, I would.  Right now, I ___ ____ ____ plan ___ ____ ____ move back down there.
Stephanie:
Yeah.  So were – also, kind of the same question, besides your mom and your dad and your aunt, what people did you go to for support, or did you trust, and what kind of support did the people offer?

Speaker-1:
I’d say – 

Stephanie:
When you had your little girl, were you still living in Clayburn?

Speaker-1:
No, ma’am. We was just getting out of Clayburn.  So – because she’s fixing to be three, now, so we was just getting out of Clayburn.  So I’d say the main people that we would go to, who I can always count on, is – say their names again, Reverend Johnson, and Mr. King up there at Streets, King, Mr. Devon Rain, all those, all those.  See, they used to be up there at Streets ___ ___ ___ _____ _____ Reverend Johnson would be, like, after we do bible study they’d take us out to eat, and ___ ___ ___ home personally.  So I – Reverend Johnson, he looked out for us.  His mama ___ ___ ____ ____ need anything, I’m serious now, if you need anything, you let me know.  And that’s how he’d be.  


Let me see those hands.  You’d hold hands like this, before we go in the house, and pray.  And how he would – Reverend Johnson and Mr. Vernon Johnson.  Y’all know what I’m talking about?  You said y’all had went up there yesterday.  
Stephanie:
So do you have a specific memory that you remember going to them for support?

Speaker-1:
Yep, I remember going to them or support.  I remember when I had – when I didn’t have no – when I had – my mom, she couldn’t – my mom, like – when I had _____, when I was young, I had wanted to get me – I had wanted to get this kind of sort of outfit that I wanted to get, but my mom couldn’t get it.  So what I did was I went up there and I talked to Ronnie Johnson ___ _____ Johnson, and had talked to them, and they were, like – they already had some clothes.  They already had some clothes, so there’s no way that they could give me some money. They had gave me some clothes off the top.  ____ ___ ____ some good people right there, and I knew them when I was living in Clayburn home, and I was ___ _____ ____.  

Like, when they see me, when they see me, like, today, they don’t hesitate.  They go, “Stop,” and be like, “What you got going on?  Everything all right?  Everything good?”  And like, “Yeah.”  Why don’t you come on up there to the new gym today, we’re gonna have something.  Bring your daughter.  We’re gonna have food, and we’re gonna have ___ ___ ___ _____.  I’d be like, “Okay, yes, sir.  I will.  I will ___ ____.”  And I do it, too.

Stephanie:
So – yeah.  You still have a relationship with them?

Speaker-1:
I still have ____ with them.  We’re close like this, both sides, Streets and the new gym.  Like, right now, I could go up there right now and he’ll sit there and talk to me.  We’ll be praying and talking about the Lord and everything, how he is.  That’s how he always was when I was little, and it’s ____ ___ ___ ______.  There’s some good people, especially when you're down and out.  They help you back up.  If you’re down and out, they ___ ___ lift you right back up, all the time.  

Stephanie:
Do you remember – do you ever remember people, other, like, kids in the community, maybe because your mom was saying how some of the parents weren’t as involved as your mom was.  Do you ever remember any of your friends, or people in the community, coming over to, like, talk with your mom for support?

Speaker-1:
Yeah, sometimes was, but the majority of them, just like my mama said, it was the parents, though.  Like, she’s right about that.  I remember it was the parents that ___ ____ ___ _____.  The majority of the parents, though, they was real, they was supportive of the community, but the majority of them weren’t.  I guess those was, like, the – you could say kind of the – that was ____ the main ones, the ones that didn’t care.  Like how my mama said, I ___ ____ ____ the ones that didn’t care.  Like she said, yeah, it’s kind of messed up, though.

Stephanie:
Yeah?  Yeah.  And how did you usually hear about the community’s news and gossip?

Speaker-1:
How did I hear about the tear downs, the tear downs?  Well, I – 

Stephanie:
Well, throughout your experience living there, if this happened to this person, how would it usually get spread all the way over to you?

Speaker-1:
Oh, okay, okay.  See, when I was – see, it – when I was in school – see, by me being – going to school, by participating in school, see, that’s how it – you'd be, like – see, they’ll do – they’ll be, like, “You hear about this ___ ____ ____ ____ happened yesterday?”  Or, “Where you was at?”  I was like, “I was in the house watching some movies, watching good old movies, just chilling.”  And they’d be like, “Did you hear about what had happened?”  “No, what had happened?”  And it’ll spread so quick, though.  It’ll spread real quick.  It wouldn’t even take a second.  Like, if something had happened in the Clayburn home, it’d spread around so fast.  That’s how it’s always been.  That’s how it was.
Stephanie:
And while you were living in Clayburn, did you feel safe?

Speaker-1:
Oh yeah, I felt real safe.  The people that was behind me – 

[Crosstalk]
Stephanie:
He likes you.  [Laughs]
[Crosstalk]
Stephanie:
[Background conversation not transcribed]  

Speaker-1:
___ ___ ____ ___ I try to tell my mama, I’d be like – but she ain’t even paying attention.  

Stephanie:
So I’ll ask again, while you were living in Clayburn how safe did you feel there?

Speaker-1:
Oh, yeah, I – 

Stephanie:
And can you give any examples of when you felt safe or unsafe?

Speaker-1:
Oh, okay.  An example of me not being safe?  Like, the people there – the people that I had behind us ___ ___ ____ something happened, if I’m on the ___ ___ ____, they’ll come right on.  Like, they’ll gang up ___ ____ ___ ____ Johnson and them, I’ll call them, and they’ll come right up.  ___ ____ my – I’d be – I’d say I’d be in the house, or I’d be – like my mom said, she’d have us ___ ____ too much be around them kind of – like, she’d know when they – like, they – while she’ll have us in the house, you know, while she’ll be, like, ___ ____ okay to come outside like ___ ___ _____.  And ___ ____ ____ ___ _____.  But she always ___ ____.  She always ___ ___ ____, always out participating in a lot of community activities herself, so she would know. 


That’s why she would always tell us, she’d be, like, ___ ___ ___ going out, or ___ _____ stuff.  So now when I look at it, it was a good thing, though.  Because two – after – when two of my friends had got killed over there, I was, like, “Man.”  And I look at it, that was the ones in the gang.  They was the gang members. And I really didn’t know until my mama had told me, though.  So ____ I listened – it’s a good thing I listened to her when I was young, though.

Stephanie:
Yeah.

Speaker-1:
Yeah, came a long way.

Stephanie:
Was there ever a time where maybe your mom told you to do something, but you were a little rebellious, but then she turned out to be right?

Speaker-1:
Yep, yep.

Stephanie:
[Laughs]  Do you remember any specific time that happened?

Speaker-1:
Like I said, ___ ____ home – I’d be doing – like, the swimming pool – well, let me tell you, the swimming pool ___ ____, like, 13 years old and I wanted to go to the swimming pool. And she was, like, “Uh uh, can’t go up there to the swimming pool, baby, uh uh, because ___ _____ right now.  Can’t go up there.”  But she already probably had been up there and all that other stuff.  She was, like – as soon as she said that, somebody would end up getting shot up there.
Stephanie:
Yeah?

Speaker-1:
Somebody end up getting shot.  She was like, “Did I tell you?  Did I tell you, baby?  I told you.  Mama don’t lie.  Mama don’t lie.  Mama ___ ___ __ _____.”  [Laughs]  That’s ___ _____ right there.

Stephanie:
[Laughs]
Speaker-1:
I tell you, that’s how she always was, though.

Stephanie:
Yeah.  You kind of already answered this question: What kind of activities did you do as a family when you were children?  You said you would go to the movies, the bible movies?

Speaker-1:
Yeah, we’d go to the bible movies, the bible study movies. We would do a lot besides just hanging out, just having a barbeque thing going on.  We’d just – we would – like, we would – like I said, we’d participate more doing the little church things going on, as a family, though.  It’s like, we was – I had my two cousins and my auntie kids, all of them, they used to always ___ _____ to a little ___ ____, because ___ ____ Reverend Johnson and them, and the Streets, they always had something going on.  Like, if you came home _____ they’d throw something, they’d throw a big thing, you know.  


Like by the gym, they had thrown something big up there, too, so.  ___ ___ ______ they always had something going on, so.  

Stephanie:
Great.  

Speaker-1:
They still be having – matter of fact, they still be having something going on there, riding around in the busses and talking on the intercom, and they got their little intercom thing, and they’ll blow the horn, and _____ you wanna come to church, they’ll let you know if you wanna come and all that other stuff.  Get ___ ____ ____ _____ and all that, and drop you right back off, no problem.  You’ll eat good, you'll sing and dance and have a good time.

Stephanie:
Yeah.  What did you like best about living in Clayburn?

Speaker-1:
What I liked about it best?  I’d say – I liked a lot.  It’s a lot.  I liked the activities that they had going on in Clayburn home, not including no gang members.  I ain’t including them.  I ain’t talking about – I’m talking about, like, the good things that they had going on in Clayburn home.  Like, my – there’s so much that I like a lot.

Stephanie:
Okay.

Speaker-1:
Like the swimming pool, like the underground parties, there were a lot of activities there.  The majority of the activities were ___ ____ __ _____.  So like, I liked, basically, all that, especially the activities that they’d throw ___ _____, they had the little ___ _____ going on up there.  They’ll throw a block party with no hesitation.  They’ll have some fliers passed out ___ _____, and before you know it you can hear the _____ from way over there, from the park to the Clayburn home.  There ain’t no way you can’t hear it.  People walk up on the _____, and they’ll walk up on the block party, there’d be so many folks out there having fun, singing, dancing, listening to church music.  Yeah.
Stephanie:
And what were some of the biggest challenges of living there?

[Crosstalk]
Stephanie:
What were some of the biggest challenges of living there?

Speaker-1:
Living in Clayburn home?  I’d say avoiding them – me growing up and avoiding them gang members, avoiding them gang members ___ ____ ____ challenging, because it’s so easy to get into trouble and hard to get out of it, so.  I’d say avoiding them gang members, that’s the main thing.  And just have fun. I always had fun there in Clayburn home.  I love Clayburn home.  It’s like our ____ ____.  My mama wants to move back down there.  I’m pretty sure, if she decides to, with everything ___ ___ ___ ____, I’m pretty sure she’ll move back down there, with no hesitation.
Stephanie:
Yeah?

Speaker-1:
Yep.

Stephanie:
And then, among your friends or peers, people your age, were there any leaders who stick out in your mind?

Speaker-1:
My age, that I grew up with?  Now, the leaders – I’m gonna tell you who the leaders – besides my mom, my mom and my auntie and them, I’d say ___ _____ ____ Johnson and them, they was the leaders, and the Streets Ministry people, they was the leaders. They always had on the right – had us going on the right path, you know, they had us going on the right path.  Them was the leaders right there.  They – and no hesitation, they knew who – they gonna say you don’t have to stay if you don’t wanna stay, but if I wanna go to bible study or something, like, stay – like, have y’all actually been inside their gym?  They take – they got the upstairs that you can go into one of those rooms, bible study rooms upstairs, and they’ll be like, “You don’t have to stay if you don’t wanna stay.”  But I always stayed, me and my cousin. We always stayed, and after the bible studies then we’d play basketball.


And we do play basketball.  See, when he opened up the gym, like, we would play basketball for about an hour and a half, and then we’d stop and have a little bible study session, talk about the Lord and pray, and who we was gonna pray for, ___ _____ we wanna pray for, and ____ ____ ____ ____ pray for, no hesitation.  And then after that, we’ll start back over, start back playing ball.  That’s how it was.  But on church days, though, it used to be a little different.  We had a _____ set up, we had a projected set up in the gym sometimes, or we would have it outside depending on how hot it is outside, but the majority of time we’d be inside, though.  On Sundays we’d be inside having fun.

Stephanie:
Did you – a whole group of friends go over to the church with you, or was it usually just you and your sister and your brother?
Speaker-1:
I’d say the majority of my friends – some of them was, like – at the swimming pool, and the majority of them were – or had something, like, they had to do, or some of them had ___ ____ over to one of their other cousins or friends’ house.  But I’d say all my friends, like, six, seven of them at the most, I know for a fact, us seven we would always go to – and have fun, because – 

Stephanie:
Yeah.

Speaker-1:
Yep, yep.  But I’m not including my sister and my brother and them, because they was always going, too. They was there with me, too, so I ain’t gonna include them. But my friends, I believe there were seven of them.

Stephanie:
Do you still have relationships with any of your friends from Clayburn?

Speaker-1:
Since they had – since we had – 

Stephanie:
Moved?

Speaker-1:
Yeah, since we moved, I’d say about, like – at least, about, four or five at the most.  Yeah, at least four or five at the most.  And sometimes I’ll see them, and they’ll walk past the house, and I’ll be like, “___ ___ ___ man, I ain’t ___ ___ ____.”  And they’ll be, like, “Rod!”  Because they call me Rod, that’s my nickname, like, “Rod!  What’s up, Rod? ___ ___ ___ __ _____?”  They be – see, like, I had seen one ___ _____ the other day ___ ____ swimming pool ___ ____ he turned back around and came up here.  We talked for so long.  

Stephanie:
Yeah?

Speaker-1:
We talked for a long time, yep.  Because I ain’t seen him in a long time.  All the good things that we had been through, like ____ ___ ____ _____ good.  And he asked me, he’d be like, “____, man, wish we was still living in the Clayburn home.  There’s a lot of good memories down there.”  I tell him, “You sure ain’t lying.”  There’s a lot of good memories in the Clayburn home, which is beside all of the other activities with the gang members.  They had their little thing going on, but those – the police – we had some good police over there, so they couldn’t really do nothing.  They couldn’t really do nothing, though.  See, I was always – I was out of their way, so I would ___ ___ ____ ____ back then, because my mama – like I said, my mama was – she was going to participate in a lot of activities in the Clayburn home, so she’d know.  She knew.


And I always used to be – I always be, like, “Man, mama.  Man.”  But I look at it now, though, I’m glad – glad I didn’t get ___ ____ in jail or in a gang.

Stephanie:
Yeah.

Speaker-1:
Yep, yep.

Stephanie:
Did you meet your baby’s mama in Clayburn?

Speaker-1:
In Clayburn?  I actually – I met her – she was living in ____ home, but I was in Clayburn home, yeah.  My _____, she just stayed right there by this motorcycle club, and they – and the second one right there, like, three – two minutes away from me.

Stephanie:
[Inaudible comment]
Speaker-1:
Yep, yep.  So I would just walk straight over there to her house anytime, go see my baby or go over there and see my little girl. She’s in daycare right now.  

Stephanie:
Yeah?

Speaker-1:
She’ll get out of there about 5:00 – about 4:30.  So by the time she gets out, I already be over there.  I go over there where she’s at,  or I’ll call her, or tell her to bring her over here.  Because she don’t have a car, so she’ll ____ _____.  But it’ll be too hot outside for her to go outside.  She always wants to go outside.  My mama had got her a little swimming pool, and every time she sees that swimming pool she wants to ___ _____, and she be like, “Daddy, I wanna go in that swimming pool.”  I’d be like, “It’s too hot right now, baby.”  It’s too hot right now.  She’ll get to crying or something.  Sometimes, though, I ___ ____ little bit ___ ___ ______. 

Stephanie:
Well, great.  That’s all my questions about you guys.

Speaker-1:
Okay.

Stephanie:
Okay.  Thank you very much.

Speaker-1:
Y’all welcome, any time.

[End of Audio]
www.verbalink.com

Page 1 of 22

