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Jamie King, Speaker 1, Multiple Child, Female, Multiple Male


Jamie King:
We’re conducting these interviews as part of – that one’s got a name on it.  Here.
Male:
Well, there should be one that goes for – with his – yeah.  It’s –
Jamie King:
Sorry.

Male:
I can get that one.  Never mind.  Yeah it should be the same thing.  That’s your copy.  So they get one of those.

Jamie King:
This is the same thing.

Male:
All right.  Now you’re just reading that.

Jamie King:
Okay.  Anyway, it says Crossroads to Freedom on there, but this is actually the Hope VI Project with Dr. Jamerson at Rhodes College.  So basically –
Speaker 1:
Dr. who?

Jamie King:
Jamerson.  It’s on there on the like third paragraph I think.  So your interview will be part of the public Hope VI Housing evaluation conducted by Dr. Jamerson.  Your response will help us study public housing in Memphis and understand how public housing can be better for its residents.

Follow-up interviews will take place in 2013 and 2015 to see how your housing situation has changed after leaving Cleaborn Homes.  And to thank you for your experience, we gave you your $50.00 gift card.  And I want to stress that this voluntary participation.  So now that you’ve received your gift card, you can choose to answer or not answer any questions that we ask –
Speaker 1:
Okay.  I’ll just end the interview.  See you.  
Male:
Now that I have my gift cards, I refuse to participate.
Jamie King:
And you can sign – I don’t – there’s no line to sign there.

Male:
Well, you’ve got the signature.

Jamie King:
Got it.  You sign here and print your name.  It’s confusing.  Sorry.  I’m real bad at this.

Speaker 1:
No.  You’ll be okay.  Just breathe.  Breathe.

Jamie King:
Breathe.

Male:
Hunter and I made it look so easy really –
Jamie King:
It’s true.  You guys are just so skilled.  I don’t know if I can even l

Male:
Yeah.  We’ve just done _____.

Jamie King:
Thank you very much.

Male:
_____.

Jamie King:
So –
Speaker 1:
Yeah, yall can check out the facility?

Male:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
Okay.

Male:
I would if –
Speaker 1:
Huh?

Male:
I don’t know if they want us to –
Female:
No.  Go ahead.  That’s fine.

Male:
You guys have it now?  All right.  We’re gonna walk around.  We’ll be back in 20.

Speaker 1:
All right.

Jamie King:
Okay.  Your interview’s also completely confidential and anonymous.  So –
Speaker 1:
Okay.

Jamie King:
– but we’re gonna ask that you say your name just so we have it attached to this, but it won’t appear with any of the audio recording that we have.

Speaker 1:
Okay.  My name is Ronnie Bernard Johnson.
Jamie King:
And how old are you, Mr. Johnson?

Speaker 1:
I am 46.

Jamie King:
46?  You don’t look 46.

Speaker 1:
Well, thank you.

Jamie King:
Do you have any children?

Speaker 1:
Yes, I have six children and five grandchildren.

Jamie King:
Wow.  How old are you children?

Speaker 1:
My youngest is 20, and I have on n UT-Knoxville, one at Morehouse, and one at the University of Memphis, and another one is on their way to TSU.  One of the babies, they are twins 20 year olds, they are my babies.

Jamie King:
Wow.  That’s great.  And that’s – so you have all your kids in college.

Speaker 1:
Yes, I know.

Jamie King:
That’s great.  Congratulations.  That’s really wonderful.

Speaker 1:
That’s why I need the gift.

Jamie King:
[Laughs] And how long did you live in Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Let me see.  I was born and raised in LeMoyne Gardens.  They are the first projects that was torn down.  That is now called College Park.  _____ I was born and raised there in 1965.  We moved from the LeMoyne Gardens to the Cleaborn Homes in 1979.  And I been there ever since.
Jamie King:
And so –
Speaker 1:
Since moving now when God saved me in 1995.  I gave my life to the Lord.  And at that time, the gangs was real bad, fights and shooting people down, and I didn’t wanna raise my kids any longer in that environment.  So I began to pray to ask God would he give us a better environment place to live.  So he heard our prayers and answered them and we was able to move out of the Cleaborn Homes in 1997.  But in 1995, I came to work at this current association ministry called Inner City Outreach Center.  That’s where we are now.
Jamie King:
Right.

Speaker 1:
And I’ve been here since then.  All my family and everybody still lives here in the Cleaborn Homes.  In fact, I’m trying to move back.  My kids are all, like I said, is gone off to college.  They have their own life.  And this is where my heart is.

Jamie King:
So you moved out of this neighborhood, elsewhere in the city?

Speaker 1:
Yes, ma’am, I have.  And just for a better – give my – to give my kids a better opportunity than I had, and to be raised in a better atmosphere of a safe community/neighborhood at that time.  But times been changing since 1995 for the better.  It’s not as bad as it used to be, praise God.  I’m volunteering a little bit more information than you asked for.
Jamie King:
No, I appreciate it.  I really do.  These are questions that will come up later, so you’re answering –

[Crosstalk]
Speaker 1:
Yeah, but, see, because I was raised to never volunteer any extra information.

Jamie King:
Really?

Speaker 1:
Only answer the questions that’s asked.

Jamie King:
Well, we appreciate any elaboration.  We really do.
Speaker 1:
Okay.

Jamie King:
And so you were saying t when you lived at Cleaborn Homes, your kids lived there with you?

Speaker 1:
Yes.

Jamie King:
It was you and your six children.
Speaker 1:
Yes.

Jamie King:
Did you live with anyone else while you were there?

Speaker 1:
My mom also lived – my mom.  I mean, before I met my wife, at that time was my estranged girlfriend, Rhonda.  Akins her maiden name, but it’s Johnson now.  We’ve been married now going on 17 years.  We’ve been together like 23 years because we believed in the common wife/common law wife/husband law for – that’s my granddaughter here.  Come and give granddad a hug.  This her, right here.  Say hey.  Tell ’em you know how to count.
Jamie King:
Do you?

Speaker 1:
Her momma is a nurse.  Tell her you know how to count one to eight.  Spell one.

Child:
O-N-E.

Speaker 1:
Spell two.

Child:
T-W-O.

Jamie King:
Good job.

Speaker 1:
Spell three.

Child:
T-H-R-E-E.

Speaker 1:
Spell four.

Child:
F-O-U-R.

Speaker 1:
Spell five.

Child:
F-I-V-E.

Speaker 1:
Spell six.

Child:
S-I-X.

Speaker 1:
Spell seven.

Child:
S-E-V-E-N.

Speaker 1:
Spell eight.  E.

Child:
E.

Speaker 1:
I.

Child:
I.

Speaker 1:
G.

Child:
G-H-T.

Speaker 1:
Right.  Spell nine.  N.

Child:
I.

Speaker 1:
N.

Child:
N-I.

Speaker 1:
E.

Child:
E.

Speaker 1:
Spell ten.  T.

Child:
T.

Speaker 1:
E.

Child:
E.

Speaker 1:
N.

Child:
N.

Speaker 1:
All right.  She done good.

Jamie King:
Wow.  High five.

Speaker 1:
Spell your name.

Jamie King:
How old are you?

Child:
Five.

Jamie King:
Five?

Speaker 1:
She just turned five, Saturday.  Yeah, she just turned five.  What you want, baby?  You came here for something.  What you want?  I’m doing a little bit.  Just tell me.

Child:
I want to say hey.

Speaker 1:
Oh, you ain’t give me no sugar.  _____ when I don’t get no hug or no sugar all the time.  Wait a minute.  Give me sugar.  Hug me.  I love you, _____.  You love me?  What you gonna say?

Child:
Excuse me.
Speaker 1:
What you – I say you love me?  What you gonna say?
Child:
I love you.

Speaker 1:
She my rose between a thorn.  She can get to me like nobody else can.

Jamie King:
I’m sure.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.  So, anyway, like I was saying, my wife, Rhonda – Akins was her maiden name, and we got married in 1995.  And we began to pray, like I said, to God to give us a safer place to live.  And he answered that prayer.  We moved out in 1995 – 1997, and that – but I never left because this place here is my second home.  God called me in the ministry in 1997, and I surrendered to the Lord then, and the rest is history.

The Inner City Outreach Center is a safe place in our community.  This place here is a place of refuge.  The gang bangers, the Bloods, Crips, Gangster Disciples, LeMoyne Garden Mafia, everybody know that they can come here in this grounds here are mutual – neutral grounds.  This don’t belong to no one set.

Alcoholics, crack addicts, drug dealers, you name it, anybody can come here and know that this is a place where they can find love, but not on that, place where they’ll know that there is no illegal drug deals or gang banging or gun fights going break out.  Because we believe these grounds to be holy.

We meet here, Miracle Baptist Church, where I am the pastor.  When I first was the social pastor for like five years, and later I became the co-pastor.  In the last five years, I’ve been the sole pastor here.  So, yeah, I’ve grown up in the Cleaborn Homes.  It’s bittersweet.  Go ahead.
Jamie King:
Oh, I was just gonna say you’re mentioning that you feel like this is neutral ground, but you’re saying – basically, what I’m hearing you say is that things used to be different in Cleaborn Homes.
Speaker 1:
Right.

Jamie King:
I mean, prior to like this place existing and things like that.

Speaker 1:
Right, exactly.

Jamie King:
Do you wanna tell me a little bit how it was when you first moved in there and how it’s different?

Speaker 1:
The Cleaborn Homes?

Jamie King:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
Well, growing up there, like I say, in the ‘60s, my grand mom lived there.  My mom and my dad was married there back in 1959.  And this is me when I was five years old – 

Jamie King:
Oh, my gosh.

Speaker 1:
– when the Cleaborn Homes was no more than ten years old.  And then, but anyway, this me before I became saved, living in the world.  Before I was saved, I was a gang member, a drug dealer, did a lotta things I’m ashamed of.  Like I said, growing up at first, there’s good memories about growing up in Cleaborn Homes when I was a toddler.  Growing up, I can remember where there was a time when it wasn’t illegal for your neighbor to whip the other neighbor’s –
Jamie King:
Kids.

Speaker 1:
– child if they found that child doing something wrong.  I remember that growing up that we would eat over our neighbor’s – dinner over our neighbor’s house in the community no matter who it was – whoever my friend was.  I remember there was a time growing up that we could leave our doors open at night and didn’t have to worry about nobody breaking in.  I remember growing up.  I didn’t have the privilege of growing up with a lot of my friends, like the guy you met, Ronnie Tullis, he was raised in – up in the country down in Louisiana.  And he had the privilege of learning how to camp, fish, and all that stuff, whereas living in the hood, our recreation was either we knew football or basketball or just playing our childhood games that we made up, like hopscotch, hide and go seek, red light, and this red light mean –it’s just a little silly game.

But, also, we had our war games.  We had dirt bombs where we would get paper sacks and bags and we would get dirt and get many dirt bags as we can.  And my friend would have a group of kids on his side, and I would have my group, and we would have dirt bomb fights.  And the closest thing we ever came to motorcar racing was that we would find abandoned tires, and we would get in them tires and just roll around in them.  And, also, we would get dirt and put in those tires and roll them like we just burning rubber to get that cloud of dust – smoke, rather, like you get when you do donuts.

So growing up as a child, we was taught principles, integrity, character, and somewhere along the way, I lost that.  I strayed away from that.  And then I had at one point in my life, no moral compass.  I was a little bit into everything.  And didn’t have friends to – the same friends I grew up with, I saw a lotta them die through the gang violence, drug, street life and so on.

I, myself, been shot three times, been stabbed like seven times, and done other things that I’m ashamed of, too.  And it all because it stemmed from I truly believe now – I didn’t know it back then – it all started out with just a little bit of sin, a little bit of sin for me, and like a lot of my other friends was that we rebelled against our parents.  The Bible tells in Ephesians 6:1, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for it is right.”  Verse 2 say, “Honor thy father and thy mother,” which is the first commandment with a promise.  Verse 3 tells us what that commandment is – I mean, that promise is.  It says, “_____ would be well with thee, and I may live it long on Earth.”

So looking back I can see how bad I was compared to all my other friends who either died or in prison and that’s gonna never get out that it coulda been me, but God had mercy on me.  And I got tired of being the father that – unfit father to my children.  See, my dad died when I was two years old.  I got his pictures out there.  So when I was a child, I just felt like left all alone, felt just lonely compared to my cousins and my friends who had their dad, both parents growing up.  And I can remember when I was a child me saying to myself when I get grown and if I ever have any kids that was gonna be dad to them that I never had for myself.

And because I strayed away from the integrity and the character and the principles that I was taught, and leading me into a lifestyle of sin.  Sin always take you further and you wanna go.  Always keep you longer than you wanna stay.  Always have you paying more than you ever thought you’d want to pay.  So I never dreamt that I was gonna grow up to be the kinda guy that I wound up being, being in the gangs, selling drugs, getting shot, seeing my friends die, and all that.  So sin too longer than I wanted to go kept me longer than I wanna start having me to pay more than I ever thought I wanted to pay.  But I tell folks that was the devil _____ for my life, God changed and turned around and using it for his glory because when he saved me in 1995, not only did he save me, but he cleaned me up and he changed my want too’s.

The Bible tells us 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation.  Old things are passed away.  And behold, all things become new.”

_____, be quiet for a minute, all right, baby?  You wanna seat?  You wanna chair?  You wanna chair?  What you want?  Just tell me, I’m gonna give it to you.  Just tell me.
Child:
I want some candy.

Speaker 1:
I ain’t know letting your momma _____ eat candy _____.  You can eat candy, again?  I ain’t gonna tell her.  Go ahead.  Your mom – two ain’t gonna hurt.  Just – hey.  What you gonna say?

Child:
Excuse me.

Speaker 1:
No, what you gonna say when somebody I’ve you something?

Child:
Thank you.

Speaker 1:
All right.  And then so what the devil _____ for my life, God has changed it, and then used it for his glory.  See, because I was only following the first steps of my uncle’s generation before me who was pimps, drugs dealers, you name it, street people.  Well, when God saved me that generation of curse were broken see, because my kids ain’t nothing like I used to be.  They have experienced got off into the things that I had to endure when I chose to rebel against my parents.  Because it was all right before me, the environment and the things that was out there for me to choose to get off into.

I tell folks I chose all the wrong things first in my life.  But when God saved me, he gave me grace to choose those things that I knew that was right, and then to trust him to be able to desire them things that he had before me, Matthew 6:33, “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God in his righteousness, and God promises all them things onto thee.”  Matthew 5 where it said, “Blessed is he who only thirst out the righteousness and that they shall be filled.”  So after growing up being taught the principles and the integrities and respect your elders _____ so much in life, having a community, an environment growing up at first as a kid, growing up without worrying about gangs and your house being broke into or just worrying about anything that a kid shouldn’t have to worry about that don’t even exist anymore.  You know what I’m saying?

Because now kids are raising themselves and babies having babies, and so on.  But after being led to the point where I got saved, got married, and my family now moved out of the Cleaborn Homes, God has called me to the ministry 1997.  I surrendered to the ministry even though I didn’t know how and why God would wanna use somebody like me, because I didn’t have no abilities.  I tell folks I don’t barely have a GED, but I got a PhD in the streets.  And that – but, see, the Bible tells me in the Book of James 1:5, “If any man like wisdom, ask it of God, who would give it to all men freely in a braided not.”

Other words, any and everything that I need to know with the tools in today’s technology and researching history far as original language of the Bible I’m speaking of, beginning with Hebrew a little Latin, and basically Greek, you know what I’m saying, and basically concordinance and different things that can enlightening by the way of the Holy Spirit.  God is – it’s enough.  And, of course, along with that experience that God allowed me to go through in my life that – and relate to a lotta situations that it just don’t take no encyclopedia to find out how to address certain situations.
Jamie King:
Did you go to high school here?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, I kindergarten.

Jamie King:
Yeah?  Where did you go to school?

Speaker 1:
Booker T.  Washington High School.

Jamie King:
Okay.  Did your kids go to school at Georgia or Booker T. Washington?

Speaker 1:
Well, no.  My kids went to Alonzo Lockes during their elementary years.  And but God moved us out like I say towards Raleigh.  And they attended Raleigh Elementary, Raleigh Middle, and Raleigh High.  Some of my older kids did.  But my babies, the twins, they attended – God opened the door.  Because their grades, they was accepted into a school called Miller College High School.  My son was the first somebody to ever graduate from this school with an associate degree.

So, anyway, but my heart never left.  I still have kin people who live in the 38126 area.  My grand momma live in College Park.  I have aunties lives in the Foote Homes.  I have a sister – cousins live down here on Tate and Orleans.  I mean, I just got friends that – and close ties with the people that they are my spiritual, quote, family.  So my heart is always here because I wanna make a difference for the good in my community compared to the different from the way I started out.
Jamie King:
Definitely.

Speaker 1:
And that’s the message that I have to a lotta these gang bangers, the younger crowd is that, “Listen, God got a better plan for your life than you have for yourself.  If you’ll just let go and let God if we’ll just begin to surround our self with positive influence and to –” the Scripture _____ helps me to tell them that there is a method that God has already set out before us that we can go back and really pretty much be straight in life for developing integrity and moral – good morals and good character and so on.

So that’s what I didn’t have growing up being – even though I had a great grand mom who wanted us to go to church, but, of course, being rebellious, I felt like church didn’t have nothing to offer.  But so it’s not that we didn’t have opportunity to learn about God.  It’s just I wasn’t interested.

Jamie King:
You talk a lot about how you know a lot of the folks who live in Cleaborn Homes.  Can you talk a little bit about how that was community there and how –?
Speaker 1:
Yeah.  Back then, the community was close.  We could have – rely on one another.  For instance, if my grandmother or mother didn’t have any sugar or bread, we can always go to our neighbor and ask for some.  And if they had it, they would lend it or give it to us, and vice versa.  So like I told you that it was just close family ties.

I can remember as a child growing up every holiday we had family members come from all over the country to meet here in Memphis there in the hood, Cleaborn Homes, at the community center there.  And every year, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and sometimes anniversaries, whoever it was, and we was close as a family then.  But as the years and time went on, a lot of the elders in the families began to die off, the younger generation don’t see the importance of –
Jamie King:
Doing that?  Yeah.

Speaker 1:
– that being – how it’s important that we stay in touch so that relatives can – we can know one another no matter where we are.  So I can think about those time where families – our families was closer.  And, plus, the community was close.

Jamie King:
Can you talk a little bit about how that changed?  Did you see that transition – I mean, you talk about how for you personally, it was before when you were younger, you had these influences grandparents and things and you got into sort of the gangs and stuff like that when you got older.  Do you think that that was sort of a transition that happened for the community, too?

Speaker 1:
Right, exactly.  I think it begin in the ‘80s, far as the gangs became tot a peak because a lot of kids began to, like I was, to be influenced by the environment.  Where let’s just face it, I mean, it was acceptable the drugs, the guns, the fun, just fun, _____ the girls or whatever.  Minor.  Those things.  If you had the nerves to try to achieve those things, even though you knew it was wrong and you was successful in doing those things once, you’re gonna wanna do it again.  So we had more people wanted to just went about the wrong way of trying to do better in life about choosing the illegal and the wrong things that led to the gangs and so on.
Jamie King:
How did people get news and gossip within Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
How did we get news and gossip?

Jamie King:
I mean, how –
Speaker 1:
Word of mouth.

Jamie King:
Word of mouth?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Jamie King:
Particularly for you, do you recall having specific neighbors who passed along news and things like that?

Speaker 1:
Well, it’s like a domino effect.  First, one somebody in the community have something that they know of that may be of news or help to someone else, they tell one somebody.  And that other person tell two more people.  And that two more people tell four people, and so on.  Before you know it, it’s out.  And just like how the news and gossip spread about, for instance, some crime, certain things don’t spread.  You know what I’m saying?  It’s the code of conduct that the community have as a whole, and then some different conduct – a code of conduct that the gangs and the street folks have.

One of the things was that you don’t gossip, and that so considered snitching.  And so that’s how it usually would spread by the word of mouth.  One person tell one person, and one person calling another person.  Because most of the projects or people living in the projects are a lotta relatives, distant or close.  And so that’s how cousins call cousins and so on.

Jamie King:
Yeah, that’s really interesting.  I think also did you recall anybody kinda having informal transactions that took place within the community?  So like instead of using money, maybe someone says, “I’ll cook for you if you cut my hair,” “I’ll do things like that”  Were those kinds of exchanges happening?
Speaker 1:
Right, right.  There are people who throughout the community that has different talents, and for instance, like you say, my mom was a licensed beautician.  And she would fix several other ladies’ hair that could sew and would trade favors.  She would do her hair, she made my sisters a dress or something or this guy cut hair.  If he was to cut my hair and he had a car, I’d wash his car.  Or if somebody had a lawnmower and that they wanted – somebody wanted their yard cut, but they didn’t have money, but they cooked all the time, they would give that person a dinner.

I mean, so services and to change the _____ was P really, Memphis people  done alot.
Jamie King:
Did you feel safe living there?  You’ve mentioned that when your kids were growing up there and after 1995, you sort of felt like you should move way, but did you feel safe living there?

Speaker 1:
Well, when God saved me in 1995, being afraid to live here for myself personally, I wasn’t afraid, because you know, I could see that’s the way life was.  And I believe that if I wasn’t doing what I had learned to do far as protecting myself and staying busy, that if I had gotten caught with my guards down, that’d just been on me.  That may sound silly, but it’s just the way it woulda been.  And that didn’t happen, praise God.  I mean, God watched over – 

I tell folks that I believe I’m alive today because my grand momma right here never stopped praying.  Even though I rebelled and even though I wasn’t going to church, she stayed faithfully to pray for me.  And Bible said, _____ prayers of a righteous men _____ much.  And _____ 1 Thessalonians 5:17 said, “Pray without ceasing.”  And because our personal relationship with the Lord our self God honored our prayers and have mercy on me in particularly and that – so I give just gratitude or thanks to my grand mom and of course, on to the Lord for his mercy and grace on my life.

I hope I answered –
Jamie King:
You have.  You’ve answered a lot of it.  I mean, I have maybe just a few more questions if that’s okay.

Speaker 1:
Sure, go ahead.

Jamie King:
You don’t have to answer.  Do you remember or recall anybody who stood out as a leader to you in Cleaborn Homes?  People who maybe were –
Speaker 1:
Male or female?

Jamie King:
Any – male or female.

Speaker 1:
Positive or negative?

Jamie King:
I would say let’s split ’em into categories.  You can tell some positive leaders, some negative leaders that you think were there.

Speaker 1:
Looking back, hindsight, this is sad to say, but we have more female leaders than we really have male positive leaders to me personally.  Because the women were the purer, and basically the ones who would try to convince us children, guys, boys, to do the right thing.  Let me try to think.  At one time – in my lifetime, of course, when Dr. Martin Luther King came, I mean, even though he wasn’t a Memphian, he was born in Atlanta, Georgia.  But when he came to Memphis as far as I was three years old, almost four, 1968, when he was assassinated.  I think March 4th.  And then 1968, and then I remember when I was three years old how the community was up at an uproar.

My mom was crying.  I can’t remember like the picture’s still in my mind.  Of course, as a kid I didn’t know what was going on.  But looking back and ask some questions and I found out.  Then when Dr. King had got killed, the Cleaborn Homes – I mean, we had National Guards riding through our community telling us we couldn’t come outdoors.  I mean, there was looting, power outages, all them things was going on.  He had – of course, you know, came for the sanitation strike, voters’ rights situation and so on and so on, but equal justice so on, so on, so on, so on.  And he wound up getting killed at the Lorraine Motel, supposedly by James Earl Ray.  But we know the conspiracy of who knows what.  God knows.  And anyway, Dr. King – let me see.  My football coach –
Female:
Can I ask a question?

Jamie King:
Yeah.

Female:
Sorry.  Do you think that the National Guard told you to stay indoors more for your protection or do they think that –?
Jamie King:
There’s be riots.

Female:
– the black community would take it out on the white community or –
Speaker 1:
Well, I think they saw us a threat.

Female:
From which side?

Speaker 1:
I mean to them and to –
Female:
So they wanted you guys –
Speaker 1:
Because segregation was still going on.

Jamie King:
Right.  Of course.

Speaker 1:
You know what I’m saying?  And because they as giving the orders.  You know what I’m saying, by the government to the governor, and – by the mayor to enforce those orders because –
Female:
’Cause I could see them saying it be for your protection, but having alternate motives –
Speaker 1:
But – well, because of the mentality was distorted by generational or cultural or tradition or whatever had most of them guys, because they was all white, that you was _____ need to follow this order _____ I down owe you no explanation why.  Just do it.  And when they was enforcing them orders, they was doing it in a violent way.  So I just thought I ain’t what you do, it’s how you do it.  And like I told folks, I was in prison falsely by two white cop.  I was placed for two ounces of cocaine, on me, just because I was black and because I was told I couldn’t be seen walking on the corner.  At t that time, my mom lived on the corner Saint Paul, right there near Orleans _____ 620 Saint Paul.  And then anytime I came out her door _____.

Going to the store coming out her door was _____.  And so having these cops that came through and told me, said, “Boy, I better not catch you back out here.”  And I said, “Okay.”  I didn’t – of course, I was – I wasn’t doing nothing at the time, but I had been guilty in times past.  Wasn’t’ never – I wasn’t caught doing a lot.  But at that time, they had told me if they came back through there and saw me again, that I was gonna go to jail.  Well, l it was before Rodney King incident.  I was leaving my mom’s house and going to the store.

It was about 9:30 one night.  So happen these two cops came around the corner with drawed – had turned the corner, and they saw me said, “Hey, boy.  I thought I told you don’t be out here when we come back.”  I said, “Man, I’m on the way to the corner.” And they invited me told me to come to the car now.  Went to the classroom and they got out the car on the passenger side reached his hand out and grabbed me the collar while the other cop on the driver’s side got out and immediately started beating me with these slap jacks.  He was calling me everything but the child of God.  I mean, they had rearranged my whole face.  And then after they didn’t find nothing on me, they already had some dope in their possession that they planted on me to violate my parole.  


But, anyway, so I believe the lie that I was told because of past history, and because of cultural influence that I couldn’t trust the white race.  And I have believed that more so after that beating that I got personally than I have had.  But when God saved me, he took those scales off my eyes.  And I realized they didn’t to what they did because they was white.  Because I done had black cops to violate my rights.  They did what they did because they was lost.  They didn’t know the Lord.  And it ain’t our skin color, pigmentation of our – color of our skin that separates us, or shouldn’t, it is sin that separate us.  It would be crazy to say that I couldn’t love you or shouldn’t love you because of the color of your skin.

The Bible said, God had made all nations of one blood to dwell on the face of the Earth.  If we had the same blood type and if I needed blood and you was willing to give me some blood to live, I would live.  And but you couldn’t do that from a blood from a horse or a goat or an animal period.  But God made us like that because we the same in his eyes.  Once a believer see that and realize that, I mean, he can love people the way God love folks.  And so – and that’s what God has done for me.  And realized regardless, I throw away tradition – yes.  Hey, baby.  Come on in here.  This my niece.  Come on in here.
Child:
Hi Brother Ronnie.

Speaker 1:
Hi.  This is my – the only people right there.  You see her with her leg up high on that karate picture.

Jamie King:
Nice.

Child:
You’re in karate?

Speaker 1:
She can’t kick like that no more.  Hey, baby.  You can’t kick like that no more.  What you want?  Some money?  What?

Child:
My dad tell me to come up here

Speaker 1:
Okay.  _____ he looks just like his dad.  You want – what you need?
Child:
Said I’m gonna come up here and ask can I have five so to go buy me something to eat.

[End of Audio]
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