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Jiawen Li, Speaker 1

Jiawen Li:
And we’ll just start.  What’s your name?
Speaker 1:
Shunta Whiting 

Jiawen Li:
How old are you?

Speaker 1:
20.

Jiawen Li:
Do you have any children?

Speaker 1:
No.

Jiawen Li:
And how did you live in Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Ever since I think I was about 11.

Jiawen Li:
11.  So where was you born?  Where were you born?

Speaker 1:
I was actually born in Cleaborn Homes.

Jiawen Li:
Oh, I see.  So who did you live with when you were living in Cleaborn Homes apartment?
Speaker 1:
Well, my grandma she had custody of me, but we lived with my aunty. 

Jiawen Li:
I see, great.  And do you still remember like what was Cleaborn Homes like when you were little?

Speaker 1:
It was fun, clean.  We actually had grass over there then.  It was nice then though.  Everybody got along.

Jiawen Li:
Yeah, so how would you say it changed over time?

Speaker 1:
Over time it kind of changed because we got older and we started thinking that we knew everything so folks just scattered apart and start going to different schools so it changed a lot. 

Jiawen Li:
Yeah, and how would you say like the neighborhood changed?

Speaker 1:
The neighborhood changed tremendously cause folks thought – as I said, they started acting funny and going off to different places and going off to different schools so when they can – when they actually came back to move in the Cleaborn Homes, it was a lot of drama between people because of the neighborhoods that they were in or the schools that they did go to.  And they came back and started chaos with the people that were in the Cleaborn Homes so – 

Jiawen Li:
I see.  So did you see like any – also like any physical condition of the buildings change?

Speaker 1:
Not really.  To me it’s always been the same.  It’s just the way that people kept up the house.  Yeah, they kept it like real dirty because at first folks kept their house clean and everything.  And then I used to go to my friend’s house and I see how it just – they start being trifling.
Jiawen Li:
So do you think it’s because like there are new people moving in or why do you think – 

Speaker 1:
Yes, ma’am.  I think it was because new people were moving in.  Just trifling.

Jiawen Li:
Yeah.  And well, I guess do have any like job when you lived in Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
No, ma’am.

Jiawen Li:
I don’t think so.  So did living in Cleaborn Homes ever feel like living in a community to you?

Speaker 1:
Yes, because mostly I went to Lockes and Georgia and BTW even though after me and grandmother had moved from my aunty house I was still coming over because my auntie stayed over there.  And some of my cousins partly, but I mostly stayed over my auntie’s house so – 

Jiawen Li:
Okay.  So do you remember were there any like neighborhood tradition like festivals?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, I remember I got neighbors that was close.  My auntie kind of stayed on the end so it was like the neighbors that was around us, like the 4th of July we all get together and pop firecrackers down the street.
Jiawen Li:
Oh, that’s fun.  Yeah, so over time did people keep up with this tradition or like – 

Speaker 1:
Some people moved out and – who tried to open up to – I mean my aunty didn’t try to open up to the people that had – you know, the new people that came in and they were just stuck up and didn’t want to do anything so we just left it alone.  We always speak when they come outside, but as far as they getting together, we ain’t do it.

Jiawen Li:
Yeah.  So who were the people that you trusted when you were living in Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Basically my family and the friends that I was going to when I was at Lockes and Georgia.

Jiawen Li:
So do you still keep contact with your friends right now or – 

Speaker 1:
Well, we kind of off distance.  Some of us gone out of town in college and some mature older than others so that kind of thing, they’ve been to other people’s house and kind of not.  
Jiawen Li:
Yeah, so what type of support did these people offer you?
Speaker 1:
I mean they gave me friendship.  They actually taught me how to trust because at first I didn’t trust anyone.  I mean there was just me, but they taught me how to trust and how to build a family and how to love mainly.
Jiawen Li:
So they provide a lot of like emotional support to you?

Speaker 1:
Yes, ma’am.

Jiawen Li:
So do they also offer like financial support?

Speaker 1:
My grandma and my auntie did.  They basically took care of me.

Jiawen Li:
Great.  So how did you get like the community’s news or gossip?

Speaker 1:
Well, really through just one of my friends.  She’ll tell everybody and then somebody – well, I actually go ask her because once you tell one person then the news kind of gets kind of messed up.  You like, “Huh?  What?”  So I have to go back and ask her, but she’ll basically – she’s like my best friend so she kind of tell me like everything that was going on because she basically knew what’s up.

Jiawen Li:
Yeah.  So did you and your family ever feel safe living there?

Speaker 1:
I did.

Jiawen Li:
You did?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, I think everyone did.  I really did because everybody knew us so it was like, “Don’t mess with them.  Don’t mess with them.”  So I felt safe because they knew we were tight and we didn’t play about family so – 

Jiawen Li:
So you felt safe all the time while you were living there?

Speaker 1:
Yes, ma’am.

Jiawen Li:
Okay.  So what kind of activities did you do as a family when you were little?

Speaker 1:
We used to – my grandmother was like the – almost like the last of one of her siblings to live so we used to have like parties and get togethers at the community center for her.  So that’s what I remember and everybody would just come.  We had fun.
Jiawen Li:
Yeah, is that Emmanuel Center you’re talking about or – 

Speaker 1:
Thats the church.  It was like a little community center right across the street.  

Jiawen Li:
Okay, so you don’t remember what’s the name of the community –

Speaker 1:
No, ma’am.

Jiawen Li:
No?  Okay.  So did you see like other adults in the community, would they share responsibility of taking care of children?
Speaker 1:
I saw a lot of people taking care of their children and some people, they didn’t care whether their children were out this late or what time they got in the house.  But I saw a lot of people doing – actually being a parent out there so – 

Jiawen Li:
So do you have friends who are – who moved in Cleaborn Homes like later?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, some had moved like by theirself when they got 18.  They moved over there because they had children so they moved out there just to be close to their family or whatever.

Jiawen Li:
Okay.  So what did you like best about living in Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Hmm.  I’ll say the pool even though I couldn’t swim.  I liked the pool because - that was just the hangout spot, the pool or the basketball court.  So that was nice.

Jiawen Li:
That’s nice.  And what would you say were some of the biggest challenges of living there?

Speaker 1:
What do you mean by challenges?

Jiawen Li:
Just like some difficulties or maybe some things that prevent you from achieving some of your goals or –

Speaker 1:
I mean when – actually when you got older and you was hanging out with different people, you’ll have one mindset.  As they say, if you hang around negativity, then negativity will come to you so – I mean if you’re the one to be influenced, then the influence will come to you so – I mean I fell into some of those influences cause it was just – I thought it was cool.  So yeah, that was kind of something like that, challenges to overcome.  It was kind of hard because you wanted to be cool and not be like a outcast so – 

Jiawen Li:
So are there any things that you wish you can change for Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Talking about when they rebuild?

Jiawen Li:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
I hope they keep the name.

Jiawen Li:
Keep the name?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, I hope they keep the name.

Jiawen Li:
Okay.  So who would say were the leaders in the Cleaborn Homes community?

Speaker 1:
I’ll say my grandmother and the people that she knew that was older.

Jiawen Li:
Okay.  So what kind of leadership did they provide?

Speaker 1:
I mean basically keep the other kids in line, not cussing in front of the elderly people and just basically kind of being like a stepmother or something or like a grandmother or something.

Jiawen Li:
So how successful were Cleaborn residents more generally in getting supporting from the Memphis Housing Authority would you say?

Speaker 1:
Can you explain it to me?

Jiawen Li:
So like do you think the Memphis Housing Authority is providing like support for you when you were living there?

Speaker 1:
I think they was as far as coming in and picking up – I remember them coming around and picking up trash and basically having things that – they may ___ far as like tutoring and – excuse me, little things of those nature.
Jiawen Li:
Yeah, and do you feel like there were ever people who came and meddle in your community without being welcome there like researchers, preachers or housing authority leaders?

Speaker 1:
No, I say the preachers and everybody else, they was always welcome as long as they didn’t step out of bound or trying to hurt anybody in the community.

Jiawen Li:
And how did you feel when you first learned about the plan to demolish Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Well, at first I didn’t believe it because I was like – they say they gonna tear down Cleaborn Homes for the longest so I was like, “They not gonna do it.”  And then when I finally found out, I cried because that was the last place that I actually remember my auntie because that was the last place she stayed before she died.  So it was like it was sad to me because that was like the only memory that I have of my auntie before she died.  So I was sad.  

Jiawen Li:
Yeah.  And do you feel like you or your family were given enough information and support to move away?

Speaker 1:
I feel as if we were.  

Jiawen Li:
You were?

Speaker 1:
Yes, ma’am.

Jiawen Li:
And who were the organization or the person that provide such a support?

Speaker 1:
I mean the people that organized the thing, that organized it really.

Jiawen Li:
Okay.  So did you feel like you trusted or your family did trusted Memphis Housing Authority to take care of your needs and give you accurate information during the moving process?
Speaker 1:
I believe they did the best they could far as getting us into a different place, somewhere we’ll be comfortable and safe.  It’s one of the most main thing.

Jiawen Li:
So are you or your family still in contact with the people who lived in Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
I’m still in contact with a whole bunch of people, some of them still go my school, Southwest. 

Jiawen Li:
So you went to the same college?

Speaker 1:
Um-hmm and the same high school.

Jiawen Li:
Wow.

Speaker 1:
Basically everybody that went to Lockes or Georgia who went – we either went to BTW or Hamilton. 

Jiawen Li:
So you basically like see them in a regular basis?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, sometimes.

Jiawen Li:
So have you ever thought about moving back when they rebuild Cleaborn Homes?

Speaker 1:
I mean that’s a possibility because I, as I say, I still have the memory of my auntie over there so it’s a possibility I might move over there.

Jiawen Li:
Yeah, well, that’s great.  That’s all the questions we got and thank you so much for sharing your stories with us.

Speaker 1:
Okay, thank you too.

Jiawen Li:
Thank you.

[End of Audio] 
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