
110721_006
Page 1 of 13
Jamie King, Speaker 1

Jamie King:
All right.  Can you say your name for us?  
Speaker 1:
Sisero Tucker.  
Jamie King:
Sisero Tucker?  And how old are you, Mr. Tucker?  
Speaker 1:
Fifty-three.  
Jamie King:
Do you have any children?  
Speaker 1:
Yeah, I got five.  
Jamie King:
Five children.  How old are they?  
Speaker 1:
I got – well, Rod, he 23.  Eric and Araba are 21 and I got two more.  One of them, 20 and the other 24.  
Jamie King:
And how long did you stay in Claiborne Homes?  
Speaker 1:
Let me see, at least about 24 years, about 24.  
Jamie King:
How old were you when you moved in?  
Speaker 1:
About two.  We come from Mary Ann ____.  Then we moved to Memphis and we moved in Claiborne Homes.  We had been there a long time.  
Jamie King:
Wow.  And how did you hear about Claiborne Homes?  What brought you to Memphis I guess really, your family?  
Speaker 1:
That’s the only thing I know, Claiborne Homes.  You know for me it wasn’t a lot of, back when I come up we weren’t a lot of trouble having it back then.  But we didn’t have a lot of things to do back then but go to the park and sit in the park and play a couple of games.  But like now, they got a lot of things they can go to the gym and go to church. And you know they didn’t have that then, but now they got it when I come up.  
Jamie King:
And who lived with you in Claiborne Homes?  
Speaker 1:
My mother – my mother and my sisters.  I got five sisters and two brothers, so all us stay in there.  We just had to deal with what was going on back then.  
Jamie King:
So you lived with them the whole time that you lived in Claiborne Homes?  
Speaker 1:
Until I got older, until I got older.  
Jamie King:
And then did you live on your own in Claiborne Homes or did you move out?  
Speaker 1:
No, I stayed with another woman, but me and her had differences.  Then I moved.  Me and her got together.  We got married and we been together, what, about 24, 25 years.  
Jamie King:
And so you said that you felt like it’s different now than what it was back then.  
Speaker 1:
Yeah, it’s over – 
Jamie King:
How was it like when you first moved in?  
Speaker 1:
When I come up there wasn’t a lot of things to do.  We didn’t have nothing to do but sit around and watch everything going on.  Because see we really couldn’t come out because my mom was kind of strict back then.  It’s different now.  It’s different now.  

You know a lot of kids, their mama don’t discipline.  You know, let them do what they want to do.  Back then we didn’t have that privilege because we got whipped.  Yeah, that’s about – now it’s a lot of gangs and all kind of stuff going on now.  So I try to stay right here or either be at work.  Try to stay around.  

I try to teach my son the same thing, keep them from getting off in all this old stuff going on.  Tell him to get him a job and he ain’t got to worry about hanging around.  
Jamie King:
Did you like it when you lived at Claiborne Homes?  
Speaker 1:
Yeah, because there wasn’t a lot – I mean there wasn’t a lot of trouble back then.  Now you can, and mostly you got along with mostly everybody because they were a lot older.  There was a lot of older people lived around and you could get along.  There wasn’t that many kind of, you know, how young is now.  They do things that aren’t necessary, but back then they didn’t do all that.  
Jamie King:
I understand.  Can you talk a little bit – do you think it changed while you were living there or?  
Speaker 1:
Ma’am?  
Jamie King:
Do you think it changed while you were living there or?  
Speaker 1:
Yeah, I mean as the years go on, you know, it changed.  It kind of start changing, start paying more.  And you had to go through a lot of stuff to stay in.  It was all right.  
Jamie King:
What year did you move out of Claiborne Homes?  
Speaker 1:
What year did we move out of Claiborne?  It was about 80-something, wasn’t it?  I think it was about ’89.  
Female:
Because our kids was smaller then.  
Speaker 1:
Yeah, they was real babies then.  It’s been a long time since I’ve been and see I don’t even go – when I go that way I don’t even go through the Claiborne Homes.  I go all the way around because there’s so much going on you don’t know what’s going on.  

You see you’ve got to be real careful because now, right now, they ain’t doing too much because the police got everything under control.  And that’s what I like.  Then you know there be a lot of kids playing and these folks would start shooting and – but most of the time I’d be in the house.  I stayed close to the house instead of hanging out up there.  
Jamie King:
How are the physical conditions of the places, the apartments where you lived when you were in Claiborne Homes?  
Speaker 1:
Well, they ain’t better than they is now.  They ain’t better – it’s a whole lot better now because they had, back then they had tore them down and kind of built them back up a little bit.  But I guess that didn’t do no good because all the stuff around the building now started tearing up.  It started tearing up.  But I guess they’re trying to do what they can do.  
Jamie King:
What about the neighborhood?  Being here so long I’m sure that you’ve seen things change here in this neighborhood.  Have you – 
Speaker 1:
Yeah, you know they’ve got churches.  Now Ronnie’s church, you know they had a little thing there where you can go and he’d give away prayers and stuff like that.  Then they got another one, on Vance and _____.  And they got all that there.  We didn’t have that.  We didn’t have none of that.  
Jamie King:
What about businesses and things like that in the neighborhood?  Have you seen things like that change?  
Speaker 1:
I haven’t seen too many.  Most of the businesses been out here, they’re still here.  They’re still here.  
Jamie King:
Okay.  And were you employed while you lived in Claiborne Homes?  
Speaker 1:
Yeah, I worked then.  I worked.  
Jamie King:
Where did you work?  
Speaker 1:
A hotel.  I worked in a hotel.  And I’ve had so many jobs, but back then I was roofing.  I worked for City Roofing about seven years.  
Jamie King:
How did you get to your job?  
Speaker 1:
Oh, you know they come pick us up.  They come pick us up and ____ meet him up at the store or service station and they’d pick us up, take us and bring us back.  
Jamie King:
And did you join the union or have any – 
Speaker 1:
No.  
Jamie King:
-- experiences with the union?  How did you balance your job and taking care of your household?  
Speaker 1:
You know when I get off I’d come home.  I’d take care of my wife and whatever else she needs done I’d do that and we just split the other half together.  The money we had I split with her and I’d take half.  So that was about as much as we was doing back then.  Now it’s a lot easier.  It ain’t just hard like it was back then because it was hard to get a job back then.  

Now it’s kind of a little hard now, but when I first started it was quick.  And see I got a good education anyway.  So most jobs you go to you’ve got to have a high school diploma and all that.  And see I got all that.  So that’s practically how I get me a good job because they look at my record or anything.  I’m a good worker and don’t talk.  

See I don’t talk a lot.  I’m real quiet.  I keep to myself.  I remember one person around there, the dude that was sitting right there, that’s the only person I’d mess with.  I don’t mess with a lot of people.  I try to stay to myself.  Keep a whole lot of trouble down.  
Jamie King:
Do you feel like there was a community at Claiborne Homes, people who looked out for each other and – 
Speaker 1:
Oh, yeah.  We had older people.  You know if they seen you doing something they’re going to whip you and when your mama get home, they’re going to whip you and granddad or dad.  That’s how it was when I come up.  But now it’s a lot different now.  
Jamie King:
Do you feel like, so sort of like the neighborhood was raising the children rather than just – everybody took their share of responsibility?  
Speaker 1:
Yeah, the neighborhood because if your mama at work, they always tell the other folks.  Hey, when I’m at work, whatever.  If he’s doing something take care of it for me.  Send him in the house.  That’s how it was then, but now I don’t know what’s going on.  I don’t know what’s going on now.  
Jamie King:
So do you remember any kind of neighborhood traditions like barbeques?  
Speaker 1:
Oh, yeah, they still have them now.  They still have them now.  Barbeque, they have little block parties and all that there.  They still have them around.  They had them in the Claiborne Home park.  They’d be having and then Ronnie, mostly Ronnie got a church.  He’d be sponsoring a lot of the potluck block parties and everything.  
Jamie King:
And when you were coming up it was the same way?  They were – 
Speaker 1:
Yeah, it was like, you know, like park admission.  They’d have little things to park.  You can race and stuff like that, boxing and played – there’s another thing they played – hockey.  Yeah, hockey game and all that they had back then, but they ain’t got that now.  They ain’t got none of that.  

I guess that’s probably any kid now don’t have nothing to do because when we come up, we can go to the park and play and play all day and swim.  And see now the swimming pool, it ain’t like what it used to be because now I guess – I don’t know.  It’s hard now.  It’s hard.  You just have to hang on, but thank the lord we hung on and we got this here so we’ve been doing pretty good.  We’ve been doing pretty good.  
Jamie King:
Did you have people that you trusted within Claiborne Homes?  
Speaker 1:
A couple, a couple of people, but you couldn’t trust everybody back then because it was hard.  It was hard.  My wife could trust people and they steal from you and everything.  And see my mama didn’t teach us to do that.  Don’t put your hand on nobody’s stuff unless you ask for it.  That’s how my mama would.  

And she didn’t, by the grace of God she’s still living.  I see her every day.  I call her.  She’ll be at my sister’s house.  You know I’ve got a lot of sisters and brother and nieces and nephew.  I think I got what, about 65 nieces and nephews right now.  
Jamie King:
They live in this neighborhood?  
Speaker 1:
Some don’t.  Some only live over here.  Most all of them be over here all the time.  It’s a lot of – so it’s just I’d rather be with them and hang with them and enjoy them rather than all that because I’m getting old.  I ain’t getting no younger.  See most of the people I hang with, older people.  I don’t hang with no young people because they ain’t going to do nothing but get you in trouble and it’s what they’re going to do.  And it’s happening now.  

I was at my sister’s house the other day and sitting there and a whole of dudes get out of the car.  I was just looking at them.  Got little boys like this here trying to get in a gang.  That ain’t it.  That’s a lot of trouble.  

You got somebody else’s little kid, somebody join a gang.  You’re going to get him killed because of something you did.  That’ show they’re working around.  They got third wall that’s all kind of gangs.  
Jamie King:
So who are the people in the neighborhood that you relied on for support?  
Speaker 1:
I got a big – like I said.  I got a big family.  I can call my brothers or my sisters and them anytime.  They’re going to come and whatever.  If I need something they’re going to help me.  I got a couple of friends I can call if I need something.  They’ll come help me, so I don’t have a lot, too much to worry about.  So you just try to hang on.  
Jamie King:
I see.  Do you remember ever if people traded goods or services without money?  So you mowed someone’s lawn so they’ll cook you food or?  
Speaker 1:
Did I have anybody did something for?  
Jamie King:
Yeah.  Do people do that every often, to trade things with one another without money?  
Speaker 1:
A couple of them, a couple of people, but not too many.  Not too many.  These folks around here, they ain’t – they really don’t – a lot of them, these younger people, they don’t care nothing about the older people and they don’t even care nothing about the younger people.  I saw somebody holding the other kid, jump on him.  Take six or seven people to whip one little – pick one person.  That’s – that ain’t it.  
Jamie King:
What about how do you get the news or gossip of the community?  
Speaker 1:
Oh, there’s some talkers.  
Jamie King:
Yeah?  
Speaker 1:
There’s some talkers.  You’re liable to be here and somebody will come all the way around from way around that way and come around this way.  And they tell one person and the other person going to tell the other person.  And the other person going to tell – you’re going to find out.  You’re going to find out.  
Jamie King:
And so you mentioned that you started living there when you were two and then you kept living there?   
Speaker 1:
Ma’am?  
Jamie King:
You lived there for a long time in Claiborne.  
Speaker 1:
Yeah.  
Jamie King:
Did you feel safe when you were living there?  
Speaker 1:
Oh, yeah because it was like I said.  There was a lot of us.  There was a lot of us.  And then we mostly stayed to ourself anyway.  Then we went to school.  All of us went together.  We’d leave out the house together and wait one each other.  

That’s how it was with us.  But as we got older we had to do that.  We had to go out on our own.  When I got older I didn’t have to worry about it.  
Jamie King:
What kinds of activities did you guys do as a family when you were growing up?  
Speaker 1:
Man, we played everything.  Hide and go seek, we played – me and my sisters and brothers, we played all kind of games.  We had a good relationship, Monopoly and all that.  We played all them kind of games when we were young.  Four Square, you know, and Hopscotch.  I played Jacks and everything with my sisters and them.  So we had – we had some good games when we were young so we didn’t have too much to worry about.  
Jamie King:
You mentioned a little bit of this.  You said that you felt like people were kind of taking responsibility for raising all the kids, like that people would tell you, get on to you if your mom wasn’t there if you did something wrong.  Like, your neighbors would get on you.  
Speaker 1:
Yeah.  
Jamie King:
Do you feel like that, did that change over time either?  
Speaker 1:
Oh, yeah, it changed a whole lot because we know if we did something and they tell it, we know what we was going to get.  So we didn’t do too much no way.  
Jamie King:
Right.  
Speaker 1:
But see that was a good thing back then.  That’ll keep you out of a lot of trouble.  That was a good thing.  
Jamie King:
What did you like best about living there at Claiborne Homes?  
Speaker 1:
Well, what I liked about it, I could come out and go in the park because see we stayed right there by the park.  We didn’t have to go far then.  I could always go in the swimming pool because the swimming pool was right there, too.  And then I stayed by a gym a lot anyway.  See, I played basketball and football so I had a lot of things to do back then.  That was about it.  
Jamie King:
So being close to all that stuff and – 
Speaker 1:
Yeah.  You know if you’ve got something to do you ain’t going to be able to get in no trouble.  So I did a lot of, played a lot of football and basketball and baseball.  See baseball was my favorite sport.  That’s me.  I played.  I’d watch it every day, so I was an athlete anyway, so that was all right for me.  
Jamie King:
You played sports in high school and?  
Speaker 1:
Yeah.  I played in high school and in junior high.  
Jamie King:
What did you say would be the biggest challenge of living in the Claiborne Homes?  
Speaker 1:
In the houses?  You got to watch yourself.  You’ve got to watch yourself.  If you don’t watch yourself you ain’t up because there’s some crazy people out there.  Right now over there they’re kind of wild.  

That’s where they keep a lot of police around all day because I mean I don’t go over there.  I stay right in my territory.  I’ll be all right.  Then most of the time I’ll be at work anyway.  So I don’t have to worry about it.  
Jamie King:
Where do you work?  
Speaker 1:
Me?  I work at a hotel downtown.  
Jamie King:
Okay.  
Speaker 1:
Yeah.  
Jamie King:
What do you do there?  
Speaker 1:
I’m a dishwasher.  I’ve been working there, what?  About four years now, about four – Crown Plaza.  I work down there.  
Jamie King:
Do you remember any people who stand out to you as leaders in Claiborne Homes?  Any older people or anyone who you felt like was – 
Speaker 1:
Yeah, this man – he still got his store at 9th, Mr. Polman.  He used to, you know, like I used to go up there and talk to him a lot.  He used to tell me things.  Look, you do this here and then, you know, I used to go in there and work on his computers, do things.  He let me come in his – he got a little store on the side, from his store.  

I used to go in there and use the computer and everything.  You know if I need anything done he’ll do it for me.  And I can call him any day.  He’ll come get me and help me out with things I didn’t know or whatever.  He was a good idol.  
Jamie King:
What’s his name?  
Speaker 1:
Wait, we call him Mr. Polman.  That’s what I call him.  I call him Mr. Polman.  I didn’t really know his real name.  
Jamie King:
His real name is?  
Speaker 1:
And he’s still got that store.  He’s still got it.  
Jamie King:
And he would take in kids like you or other kids?  
Speaker 1:
Yeah.  He’d come get, you know if he see them doing something that he don’t want to see them do he’ll come and get you.  Come on down here and get on the computer, you know, do something.  He’d come in the park and, “what y’all doing today?  Well come on in,” and help you out.  If you want something in his store you liked, you’d say, hey, I ain’t got no money right now.  He was just, pay me when you get it and that’s how he ruled.  So he was a good idol.  
Jamie King:
Yeah, that was.  
Speaker 1:
Yes, ma’am.  
Jamie King:
So did you feel like – how successful do you think people were at getting services from Memphis Housing Authority?  
Speaker 1:
Well some folks probably were successful, but I don’t know about everybody.  
Jamie King:
Did you get any service?  
Speaker 1:
Yeah, we got good service.  We didn’t have too many problems.  Rent was paid on time.  I mean sometimes you liable to be late, but they’re going to charge you so you can’t do nothing about that.  So we were kind of obsessed with getting everything done.  
Jamie King:
What kind of services did you get from MHA?  
Speaker 1:
Just like with some – like back then they come real quick.  Now I don’t know what they do.  They probably – they don’t come as fast as they did in some bus or you needed a stove or something they’d come, but now I don’t really know too much about what be going on over there now.  
Jamie King:
Did you ever feel like there were people who were meddling in the community who weren’t supposed to be there?  
Speaker 1:
Oh, yeah, it happened a lot.  There’s a lot of people who used to come over there and those police - ___ look _____.  I done forgot, but summers they don’t supposed to be over there, but they ain’t going to stop them none.  They still do that.  It’s supposed to be in there or you live over there doing all kinds of mess, but I don’t deal with them.  I don’t even – I try to stay as far as I can.  
Jamie King:
Yeah.  What about people who maybe were trying to do good things, but weren’t from there?  So like preachers or – 
Speaker 1:
Yeah, there’s a lot of people.  Preachers still come around.  You know on a Sunday they come out of the park and how they speak about preaching and you know talk to – try to get people to come around and listen.  They still do that a little bit.  
Jamie King:
How did you feel when you heard that they were going to demolish Claiborne Homes?  
Speaker 1:
I cried.  I had a brick in there that I got.  I got one of them bricks.  I got one of them bricks.  
Jamie King:
Did you – 
Speaker 1:
I cried because you know it was a good place, but when you’re going to stay somewhere a long time you get used to it.  I’d be thinking about it now.  I think about it a lot, you know, they done tore the Claiborne Homes down, but ain’t nothing we can do about it.  So they fixed it back.  So I’m cool with it right now.  
Jamie King:
Do you want to go back when they fix it up?  
Speaker 1:
Yeah, I wouldn’t mind going back.  That’s where I come from.  All my folks, that’s where we come from when we come here, in Claiborne Homes.  Yeah, I wouldn’t mind going back.  I don’t know about her.  I don’t know if she want to go back.  
Jamie King:
Did you watch the demolition on the news or – 
Speaker 1:
Yeah, oh, I went to the – I went there when the President and all them came.  I went down there.  I was down there up at the school. You know, the boy and girl, they came back and got them.  Yeah, they work up in ____.  
Jamie King:
Yeah, that’s right, like the guy who gave that speech?  
Speaker 1:
Yeah, he come from Claiborne.  I remember when he was a little bitty boy.  But then they’re doing a whole lot better now because you know Washington, they keep a lot of activities.  They keep a lot of them out of trouble.  You can’t go in there with your pants all down and late.  They send you home.  

See that’s what I told my son.  I said when they were going I say y’all stay right on the side of the school.  Ain’t no way – it don’t make no sense for y’all to be late.  Y’all are already here.  My son and the girls be up early before they leave.  We’d get them up early, but thank the Lord all three of them done graduated.  
Jamie King:
That’s good.  
Speaker 1:
The three – my other two graduated, too.  So they’re doing pretty good.  I got two twins, a boy and girl.  They work at FedEx so they’re all right.  
Female:
______ until you see them.  
Speaker 1:
Yeah, not today.  That’s Rodriguez up there, the one y’all are talking to.  
Jamie King:
So did you get a Section 8 voucher to move out of Claiborne Homes?  Is that – 
Speaker 1:
Not back then, no.  We moved out before that happened.  
Jamie King:
Yeah, way before that?  
Speaker 1:
We moved out before that.  
Jamie King:
That’s what I thought.  
Speaker 1:
See I got this here.  That means we moved out – we got this – what is this, Section 8?  Yeah, I got this, so that’s when we moved out of Claiborne.  
Jamie King:
Did you get any case management when you moved out of Claiborne Homes?  
Speaker 1:
No.  
Jamie King:
No?  Nobody helped you out?  Well, I think that’s all the questions I have unless you have anything else that you think I should know about your experience there.  
Speaker 1:
Not – it ain’t too much because I had a good life.  We had, we really, we did.  We had a good life.  I know it’s a lot of them didn’t, but we managed it good.  We didn’t have too many problems because we didn’t hang around that much.  That’s what I had taught my kids.  You see any trouble, go the other way.  Don’t stop.  So we practiced it a lot.  
Jamie King:
That’s good.  Well thank you very much.  
Speaker 1:
Okay.  
Jamie King:
You’ve been really helpful.  I appreciate it.  
Speaker 1:
Y’all come back and see me sometime.  Y’all ain’t got to come back and see me on this, okay?  Come back and – 
[End of Audio]
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