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Stephanie Jones:
All right.  Like I said, if you could just tell us your name for the…
Speaker 1:
Tervillious Burns.
Stephanie Jones:
And how old are you, Tervillious?

Speaker 1:
Eighteen.

Stephanie Jones:
Eighteen?

Speaker 1:
Uh-huh.

Stephanie Jones:
Do you have any children?

Speaker 1:
No.

Stephanie Jones:
How long did you live at Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
During the time with my mom it was, like, three years.

Stephanie Jones:
How old were you when you moved?

Speaker 1:
Fifteen, we moved on in back when I was, like, fifteen.

Stephanie Jones:
And so, that would’ve been, like, three – 

Speaker 1:
But I remember going, like, off and on I was there, like, my whole life.  Like, my grandma, I know they stayed over there.  So, I was familiar with it.

Stephanie Jones:
So, you were there up until the time they relocated people for – 

Speaker 1:
Yes, ma’am.

Stephanie Jones:
And you started to live there because your mom moved in, but how did she hear about Clayburn Homes; what brought her to Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Like, we was staying, like, in town over there.  I guess they gave her a full time or whatever, and this was a way for my mom – somewhere to live, like, temporarily.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.

Speaker 1:
So, _________.

Stephanie Jones:
And you said that you had lived at Foote Homes as well.  When did you – 

Speaker 1:
That was my mom’s first apartment.  So…

Stephanie Jones:
That was when you were younger, right?

Speaker 1:
Yes, ma’am, like, when I was, like, three.

Stephanie Jones:
Did you go directly from Foote Homes to Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Mm-mmm.

Stephanie Jones:
Or was there some time – 

Speaker 1:
It was, like, little we stayed in Foote Homes, and then we had moved and then came to this.

Stephanie Jones:
Where did you move between – 

Speaker 1:
Yeah, University Homes.
Stephanie Jones:
So, you lived there all through the reconstruction of University Homes or – 

Speaker 1:
Have I been there?

Stephanie Jones:
Did you live there after they did that process or not?

Speaker 1:
Mm-mmm.  I lived in old University Homes.

Stephanie Jones:
Oh, okay.  Have you been back?

Speaker 1:
Mm-mmm.  I have friends there, but I don’t go there.

Stephanie Jones:
Do they like it?

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
Who lived in your Clayburn Homes apartment with you while you lived there?

Speaker 1:
My momma, stepdad, and my four little brothers – my three little brothers and my sister.

Stephanie Jones:
How old are your brothers and sisters?

Speaker 1:
They are three years apart, nine and seven.

Stephanie Jones:
Nine and seven.  So, your sister’s the youngest?
Speaker 1:
Yes, ma’am.  Now, I have a younger brother, I mean, and he’s three.

Stephanie Jones:
So, what was it like when you first moved into Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Well, I went to Georgia Avenue.  So, _____ _____.  I don’t know.  I went to a charter school, and we didn’t get out till, like, 5:30.  So, I didn’t get to have much when I got to there after 5:30.  
Stephanie Jones:
So, what’s hardest for you guys here?

Speaker 1:
________ is fine, you know.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  Did you like it at that home?  So, how did you feel about living at Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Hm?

Stephanie Jones:
How did you feel about living in Clayburn Homes?  Did you have buddies?  You said you went to _____, so did you have friends who lived there as well?

Speaker 1:
They wasn’t more like friends, but I had grown a lot of _____, but it was more like people that just moved, but I lived with them like they was friends.  So, I knew everybody, and plus, I had went to advanced middle school before I went to my charter school.  So, I knew a whole lot of people.  Plus, like, the other people, well, they knew my mom, but they always knew me before I knew them.

Stephanie Jones:
Because your grandma lived there so that’s how they – 

Speaker 1:
And my momma, so they knew all of them.  So…

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  So, you had a community, you said, that you usually had there.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
That’s good.  Can you talk about how you changed while you were there?  I know you were only there for a few years, but maybe you can even talk about how it changed from when you went to visit and you saw it.

Speaker 1:
Well, when I was little, it really didn’t seem like that bad, but as I got older I started seeing more so than I did see at first, but it was, like, a transition as I got older.  I seen more stuff going on, you know, ‘cause I asked more stuff.

Stephanie Jones:
What does that mean, “See more stuff”; can you explain that a little bit?

Speaker 1:
I don’t know.  Like, the violence and stuff that was going on, stuff like that.

Stephanie Jones:
What kind of violence is that?

Speaker 1:
Fighting and stuff like this.

Stephanie Jones:
Mm-hmm.  Let’s talk about how many there were – like, for population that got into the area Clayburn Homes.  Is that your experience that certain, I guess, areas within Clayburn Homes had more violence than other parts of it, or did it seem like all over?

Speaker 1:
It was more parts.  It was like everybody – okay, my family might be a cousin stay where I hadn’t, and the other side might be your other cousin.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
So, there was, like, family everywhere, so it could be anywhere.

Stephanie Jones:
It could be, yeah.  What about the physical conditions of the building?  Did you like them?  Did you see them change?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, after – I don’t know, like, people stopped caring about stuff when they stay here.  At first, it was kinda nice and stuff.  People – neighbors and stuff looked out for each other and stuff like that when I was little, and then it seemed like, you know – I don’t know.

Stephanie Jones:
When you got older, people didn’t look out for each other in the same way.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.  I don’t know if it was new race or what.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, uh-huh.

Speaker 1:
A new generation, I mean.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, I know what you mean.  The answer is like you feel like the relationships with people changed then; I mean, even within your family within Clayburn Homes, do you feel like that changed as well or…

Speaker 1:
Do I feel like it’s changed what?

Stephanie Jones:
Like, you mentioned that you feel like at the beginning people looked out for each other when you were younger – 

Speaker 1:
Oh, yeah, yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
– but when you got older, they got – so was it the same way with your family that was in Clayburn?

Speaker 1:
No, just we got to the point where everybody looked out for their family.  Like, cousins looked out for one another.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, that’s all it was, yeah.  It wasn’t neighbors, but it was just your family.

Speaker 1:
It got to the point where it was just family, but first it was, like, neighbors, like, everybody.

Stephanie Jones:
Got it.  Yeah, I understand.  What about the neighborhood and your personal relationship with the police; how was that?

Speaker 1:
I don’t know.  I didn’t never see no police officers.
Stephanie Jones:
You didn’t see them very often?

Speaker 1:
I can’t even remember seeing police when I was little.
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, so they didn’t come around when you were younger as much.  When you got older, did that change?
Speaker 1:
Yeah, like, just recently when we moved over there before they closed, there was a lot – they started patrolling the whole neighborhood.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  What about changes to the neighborhood, like, even surrounding Clayburn Homes; did you notice any changes over there with businesses and schools, stuff like that?

Speaker 1:
The one thing I can say was crime was – the school would be drugs.  There was a lot of drug-related problems.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
It’s, like, been the same since Day 1.  It’s one thing that didn’t change.

Stephanie Jones:
You got to meet President Barack Obama; I heard about that.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
That’s awesome.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, that’s _____.
Stephanie Jones:
Congratulations on graduating and to be there with him, that’s amazing.  That’s really cool.

Speaker 1:
It’s _____ _____, and my mom don’t _____.
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Were you in Clayburn while you were in high school?

Speaker 1:
Yes, ma’am.

Stephanie Jones:
What years?

Speaker 1:
Not for a long period of time, but I was there.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  Were you ever employed while you lived in Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Yes, ma’am.

Stephanie Jones:
Where did you work?

Speaker 1:
Hold on, let me _____, after we moved.  Well, I was employed, but it wasn’t, like, on the payroll.  I was just working at the car wash.

Stephanie Jones:
At the club?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, like a – we got paid, like, every day, and then they weren’t in Clayburn.  I got another job after this.

Stephanie Jones:
But you weren’t in Clayburn anymore.

Speaker 1:
Mm-mmm.

Stephanie Jones:
Where di you work after that?

Speaker 1:
Captain D’s.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.

Speaker 1:
I _____ the _____, but that was after school.  That was last year in high school, this year just past high school.

Stephanie Jones:
And how did you get to your job at the car wash?

Speaker 1:
Just by somebody I knew, the owners.

Stephanie Jones:
He would come pick you up or…

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  How far away was that?

Speaker 1:
How far she had to drive?  She would drive me a branch about _____.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay, so a little bit of a drive?

Speaker 1:
Hm?

Stephanie Jones:
It was a little far like that.

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
A good drive.  Was it full time or part time?

Speaker 1:
Whenever they wanted me to go.
Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  Some would be part time then, I mean, you’re in school.  Did you have to balance that with taking care of your household responsibilities?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
How did you do that?

Speaker 1:
I just basically I would do everything.  Like, I didn’t put nothing on hold just ‘cause I went to work.  I made sure I still handled my business at home.

Stephanie Jones:
Got it, yeah.  Did living in Clayburn Homes ever feel like a community to you?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, they would have block parties, but it was like _____.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, block parties, what kind of block parties?

Speaker 1:
There was barbecue and snow cones, stuff like that.

Stephanie Jones:
Did you have people that you trusted who lived there in Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Not really ‘cause I wanted to just – oh, gosh, that part was gone.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
I wasn’t never really at home.  I used to go out a lot.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Where would you go, other than…

Speaker 1:
Like, to the movies and stuff.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
I liked it.
Stephanie Jones:
Was there anyone you would go to support, like, movie or family that was there or…

Speaker 1:
Nah, not really, my mom probably had friends that was neighbors ‘cause she knew people that lived over there.

Stephanie Jones:
But not for you.  Do you remember ever, like, doing services for people; like, did you mow people’s lawns or anything like that when you were there?

Speaker 1:
Mm-mmm.

Stephanie Jones:
How did you get the news that was happening; did you hear about stuff that was happening within Clayburn Homes from your friends at school or from your mom?

Speaker 1:
Like, you’re talking about, like, as far as them closing it down?

Stephanie Jones:
I’m sorry?  Oh, you can talk about that or just even gossip, things that people were talking about while you were living there.

Speaker 1:
Are you saying, like, what did I hear about Clayburn Homes?

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, how did you hear it, like, just friends, people telling you?

Speaker 1:
Well, I believe anywhere in the city somebody probably will know what Clayburn Homes is.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
You can probably hear it anywhere, but it was common.  I think a lot of people know about Clayburn Homes.

Stephanie Jones:
Did you feel safe while you were living there with your family?

Speaker 1:
Oh, yeah, ‘cause like I said, I mean, my friends – like my dad and my mom.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, and you never felt unsafe.  You mentioned earlier on that you saw that the neighborhood had essentially become more violent.

Speaker 1:
But I noticed it on _____.

Stephanie Jones:
Why not?

Speaker 1:
We probably knew – we probably find out what was happening while it was going on.  I don’t know.  That was probably why you would be in the middle.  They would want to get you just ‘cause you were, like, right there.  
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Went through some old stories about a little girl who had gotten caught in a crossfire, like, a little baby who died.

Speaker 1:
I know.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, you know that story.  Do you remember any other stories like that or situations like that?

Speaker 1:
Mm-mmm.  When that had happened, that was it.  My feeling is get out too late, but I it happening though.  I can’t relate to no stories like that though.  Just I think it was, like, two more family cases, _____ situations.  I didn’t have to get in any kind of no situations like that.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Can you remember, like, people – how did you find out about what happened to the little girl?

Speaker 1:
The news.

Stephanie Jones:
On television?  

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  And I’m sure people were talking about that.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
Did you feel like people were more scared to stay in their houses more after that happened or…

Speaker 1:
Yeah.  They gotta get ___ I think.

Stephanie Jones:
Was your mom and you – did your situation change after that?  Did you stop going out and things like that or anything? 

Speaker 1:
Right after, I still went out.  I just _____ part of my plans.  It wasn’t just because I didn’t want to be at home.  It’s just the race or the genre I think.  I always had kept myself with the plan of being scared of something like that.  That’s just my own person, but normally my time at the house, I just used to sit on the porch, walk around.  

Stephanie Jones:
I’m just actually interested in what you did with your family while you were there?

Speaker 1:
You’re talking about at home?

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
My momma used to cook.  Like relatives and stuff, people used to come over to our house, like family and stuff, or I’d see, like, Super Bowls, yeah, and stuff like that.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Yeah, I hear a lot of things like that, growing up in Clayburn Homes and that they felt like everybody, sort of, took the responsibility of taking care of the kids.  Like, if you did something wrong, other people would yell at you for it, like other neighbors and stuff.

Speaker 1:
Oh, that’s probably, like, in my grandmother’s and them age, but it’s not in my age.  They changed when I was growing up.

Stephanie Jones:
So, when you were growing up, it wasn’t like that.  People weren’t taking care of each other’s kids, but when your mom and grandma – 

Speaker 1:
They might tell your mom, but they aren’t gonna _____.
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, but they wouldn’t step in or anything like that.

Speaker 1:
Mm-mmm.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, I understand.  What did you like best about living in Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
I don’t know, _____.  Getting together, having just a good time, just lived, you know, relate to other people, most people, I guess, and people who do that.
Stephanie Jones:
So, you liked living around those people really.

Speaker 1:
It was a good experience.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Do you miss it?

Speaker 1:
No, I think this’ll be better.  So, it was kinda good, but they could have done it and redid.

Stephanie Jones:
Do you want to move back after they redo it?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, I would ‘cause I like the area.  I like the area right downtown.

Stephanie Jones:
Mm-hmm.  Do you still keep in contact with people you knew when you were living?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, ‘cause I went to school with probably my favorite friends, stuff like that.

Stephanie Jones:
Mm-hmm.  So, you still talk to them now, and see each other, and things like that.  Do they live close to here, or do they live somewhere all over town?

Speaker 1:
A lot of people that live in Clayburn Homes, but some of them stay in Foote Homes, too.
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
So…

Stephanie Jones:
Do you go back over there pretty often or…

Speaker 1:
Not often, but you know, I see _____ _____.  

Stephanie Jones:
Stay safe at home?
Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
What would you say was the biggest challenge living in Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
The biggest challenge?

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
About staying over?
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  

Speaker 1:
How other people be.  Like, they won’t come over there because I made sure that they were things that…
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, people had bad opinions.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, that kind of thing.  I wasn’t really worried about what they was saying, but that’s what they were saying.

Stephanie Jones:
Who would say bad things, like people at school or…

Speaker 1:
Yeah, and anybody, if they weren’t from over there, it seemed like anybody from another place, they probably heard something bad.

Stephanie Jones:
So, they, like, had preconceived entertainings of what it was like – 

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
– and they would, kind of – 

Speaker 1:
Yeah. [Laughter] 
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
And black people compared Clayburn Homes with Iraq.

Stephanie Jones:
With Iraq, why would they – 
Speaker 1:
[Laughter] I don’t know.  They’d heard about a shootings or something over there.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Do you feel like that was fair for them to say that or no?

Speaker 1:
No, I just felt like it was crazy ‘cause I stayed right – I ain’t hearing no shooting like they said.  There wasn’t none of that here.  Probably something happened, but it wasn’t just pushed like that.

Stephanie Jones:
So, you feel like that was unfair though, that people were saying bad things about that.  

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
People say anything else about Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Not really.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  Does Foote Homes have same kind of reputation and being violent like that.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, violence.

Stephanie Jones:
But you don’t feel like that’s fair out here or – yeah.

Speaker 1:
No, I just – I don’t know.  I feel like they can’t just judge them when they’re not over there.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Did you run into any, like, conflicts with gangs or whatever when you lived there?
Speaker 1:
I mean, you’re gonna see gang members comes in, but I wasn’t – 

Stephanie Jones:
Were you ever personally – 
Speaker 1:
– peer pressure, no.  I just – 
Stephanie Jones:
You never knew anyone.  Was that a challenge, like, not to go in?

Speaker 1:
It wasn’t a challenge for me. 
Stephanie Jones:
Uh-huh.
Speaker 1:
I made my own character.  I never wanted to be with no gang people.

Stephanie Jones:
Do you remember anybody who stood out to you as an older person – or maybe not.  Maybe someone else to you who was a leader or, like, a community leader who was in Clayburn Homes, people who you were aware of, people you could trust, or…

Speaker 1:
I remember somebody doing some _____ there that I know.  Somebody might have told me.  He owned the barber shop over there.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, he did some computer programs.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, he was, like, more positive in the neighborhood.

Stephanie Jones:
Poor Man, is that what you’re saying?
Speaker 1:
Uh-huh.

Stephanie Jones:
Did you ever go and hang out with him?

Speaker 1:
No, I didn’t.  I mean, you really don’t even see them too much, but you just hear.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  You’re just hearing good things.  What about any of the churches or anyone from – 

Speaker 1:
Emmanuel.

Stephanie Jones:
The Emmanuel Center, do you ever go over there and watch those movies and – 

Speaker 1:
My little brother done went there.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
But like, I know they mainly had a program for the kids, but it’s not like they got it, like, going every day, but I knew.

Stephanie Jones:
You knew about that.  And so, you’ve heard of Poor Man, and you’ve heard of the people at the Emmanuel Center, but anybody else who you can remember who, kind of, stood out as doing good things around the community?

Speaker 1:
Mm-mmm.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.  

Speaker 1:
Like, if they throw a block party or something like that, but I don’t remember good people.  No one just comes to my mind.

Stephanie Jones:
How successful do you think you were getting support from the Memphis Housing Authority, like if things broke in the apartment or – 

Speaker 1:
Oh, they came right on to me.  Like, if you have a problem or something, they came right on.

Stephanie Jones:
Called the office and – 
Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
So, you never felt like they took too long to get home repairs?

Speaker 1:
They took too long, unh-unh.

Stephanie Jones:
What if people, like, came in and meddled in the community that didn’t belong there, people even from, like, outside, like preachers or social service workers, anyone that you can remember that you felt like they were there, but they, like, didn’t belong there?

Speaker 1:
Let me see; I’m trying to think.  Unh-unh, can’t just think of any right off.  No, I don’t think so.

Stephanie Jones:
You don’t think so.  How did you feel when you heard they were gonna tear down Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
I was thinking that they were supposed to _____ then they’re gonna just tear it down because I had thought they had two decent homes there.  So, I was wondering what they were gonna do with that.  Yeah, but I thought it was a good idea.

Stephanie Jones:
You think it’s a good idea.  You felt like it was about time to get going.
Speaker 1:
Yeah, because it’s so close downtown.  They need to make downtown look the way it does.  Since it’s so close, you shouldn’t have to see Clayburn Homes again because it’s right downtown; it’s right next to downtown.
Stephanie Jones:
Uh-huh.  So, what do you think they’re gonna do with the area then?

Speaker 1:
You’re saying what I think should they do?  
Stephanie Jones:
Yes.

Speaker 1:
Build another neighborhood and see if that helps – a mixed income, like, mix the people.
Stephanie Jones:
You think that’s better than having something like Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
Yeah, I think it should be everybody, like University Place.

Stephanie Jones:
Mm-hmm.  So, you like what – have you been there; have you seen the apartments?

Speaker 1:
University Place?

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, my friends stay there; my friends stay there.

Stephanie Jones:
Do you think it’s better than what it was?  Were you, like, sad, excited, anything?  You said you think it’s a good thing, but – 
Speaker 1:
I was, like, kinda just sad.  It probably be better _______ because everybody’s gonna move again, a new look, got a new Clayburn Homes.  If they even give it a new name, it’ll still be Clayburn Homes.

Stephanie Jones:
Clayburn Homes, yeah.  Did Barack Obama talk about it at all when he came to…
Speaker 1:
He surprised me ‘cause he – when he first met us – well, everybody had met him before he came on stage, and as soon as he saw it, he was like, “I finally made it to south _____.”  And we was like, “What are you doing talking about south _____?”  He was like, “I’m finding my way to the Clayburn Homes.”  So, those’ll be crazy.  I was wondering how he heard about it.  Like, who told him about Clayburn Homes?

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  What did he have to say about it, anything that you remember specifically?

Speaker 1:
He just – it just stood out to me that he recognized what people was going through, like in Clayburn Homes.  Seemed like he really did pinpoint that he understood what people was going through, and he even got personal with some students, and like my friend, Chris, the one with the braids, he picked him up from the airport, and he said he’d sign anything, but Barack Obama was a real cool person.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Do you feel like when you heard that they were doing the deconstruction, do you feel like you got enough information about moving?

Speaker 1:
You mean like – I don’t understand.

Stephanie Jones:
You know, did they tell you in time that you were gonna have to move out?

Speaker 1:
All right, all right, all right, yes, ma’am.  They gave us more than enough time.  

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
I think they told us – like, they was gonna move and they _____ place.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
So, I think they gave it enough time.

Stephanie Jones:
Did they help you find a place to move into or…

Speaker 1:
Well, I think my mom found something else, but…

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 2:
Yeah, they did do a relocation.

Stephanie Jones:
Did they provide transportation and stuff like that, or…

Speaker 2:
Not really, I know that during the recent homes relocation, they were taking people home and stuff.

Speaker 1:
Now the bus.

Speaker 2:
Now the bus is taking him to move to somewhere where my cousins used to live.

Stephanie Jones:
But they didn’t do that for you.

Speaker 2:
They didn’t – no, mm-mmm.

Stephanie Jones:
What kind of information do you think Clayburn Homes offered you, like from your _____.  Do you feel like they told everything you needed to know what they should do?
Speaker 1:
Nah, I think they gave it more than enough time.

Stephanie Jones:
Uh-huh.  You feel like you trusted MHA to take care of everything and do what they say they’re gonna do.

Speaker 1:
Did I trust what?

Stephanie Jones:
MHA, like the Memphis Housing Authority.
Speaker 1:
Yeah.  

Stephanie Jones:
Are you still in contact these people who lived in Clayburn Homes?  You said you still have some of your friends from Clayburn Homes.
Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
How do you communicate with your friends?

Speaker 1:
Probably Facebook.

Stephanie Jones:
Facebook.  Do you still see each other and hang out, stuff like that?

Speaker 1:
Not recently ‘cause we graduated, but before then we did.

Stephanie Jones:
What are your hopes for yourself and your future?

Speaker 1:
I start college next month.
Stephanie Jones:
Where are you going to school?

Speaker 1:
Atlanta.
Stephanie Jones:
In Arkansas? 
Speaker 1:
No, Texas chemistry.

Stephanie Jones:
Okay.

Speaker 1:
I’m going for criminal law degree.  So, yeah, that’s what I’ll probably be doing for my next phase.

Stephanie Jones:
That’s great.  And what are your offerings since you want to work in the field doing what?

Speaker 1:
Probably – I haven’t just really figured it out, but I know I want to go into the criminal law area, but I’ll probably see exactly what I want to do.

Stephanie Jones:
So, do you want to be, like, a cop or something, or more like an attorney, or…

Speaker 1:
Maybe, I don’t know.  I’d say maybe a cop, maybe – 
Stephanie Jones:
Maybe.

Speaker 1:
– or an officer – anything.

Stephanie Jones:
So, have you heard from anyone from MHA; have they offered you case management, or called to check up on you, or anything like that?

Speaker 1:
Not really because I had moved away from with my momma when I moved here and my grandma.  So, they kinda branched off from me.

Stephanie Jones:
So, like, they haven’t contacted you personally.  No one has talked to you since you moved.

Speaker 1:
Unh-unh.

Stephanie Jones:
Do you know – like, can you think of anything that would be helpful as far as case management, anything they could help you that you with that they were providing?

Speaker 1:
No.

Stephanie Jones:
How did you get the opportunity for college; did you do that yourself, or did anyone help you with that?

Speaker 1:
Well, grades is what I would do.  I made sure I had kept my grades up, so – you know, basically, I applied for college, made that, and didn’t have no issues.  I just made sure I handled my business before I get to college ‘cause I knew that was something I had to do.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  Did anybody – but nobody helped you.  You basically got it yourself.  You didn’t have anyone – 
Speaker 1:
Like, they had a gas company school, but as far as if you wanted to do it, you had to do it, like, yourself.

Stephanie Jones:
Did you ever do anything with the Win Program or any of the social services? 

Speaker 1:
I was in the Micro Program.

Stephanie Jones:
You’re in the Micro Program. 

Speaker 1:
Micro school program.

Stephanie Jones:
Mm-hmm.  What was _____ helping with that?

Speaker 1:
That was a good program.  You get, like, a size and shape every couple of months, and then they just – they take a lot of time and stuff like that, and it really for college ‘cause you were going for college.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
So, that was a help too.  

Stephanie Jones:
So, did your choice of colleges _____.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, they had went to – the area college and the art center, and that was it right there for that.  For this year, they had went to Arkansas.

Stephanie Jones:
So, they didn’t go to the college that you’re from.  They didn’t go there.

Speaker 1:
They didn’t go there, unh-unh.

Stephanie Jones:
So, have you been to visit their – 

Speaker 1:
Mine?

Stephanie Jones:
– to see it, yeah.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, I went to orientation.  I like it.  
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
It’s kinda like a small college, but I think they work with you.
Stephanie Jones:
So, you’ll live in the dorms there or – are you excited?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
As far as, like, one day.

Stephanie Jones:
Are you playing sports there or anything, or what are you doing; do you get financial aid?

Speaker 1:
Yes, ma’am.

Stephanie Jones:
Like a full scholarship?

Speaker 1:
Yes.  
Speaker 2:
It’s not a scholarship.

Speaker 1:
No scholarship, but I got financial aid.

Stephanie Jones:
Oh, financial aid, oh, that’s okay.  

Speaker 1:
But that’s different.  People – 
[Crosstalk] 

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah, that’s good; that’s fine.  Well, congratulations, that’s awesome, and do you think you’ll come back and live in Memphis?

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
Maybe down the road?
Speaker 1:
[Laughter] Yeah, probably so.  I just like downtown anyway.
Stephanie Jones:
The renovations downtown, be a part of making that neighborhood looks better, like you said.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, it probably would be a _____.

Stephanie Jones:
If you could go anywhere and live anywhere, where would you go?

Speaker 1:
Hm, I don’t think I’d want to live anywhere, but I think I’d want to visit and take vacations probably.  I think I like where I live, you know?  Some kids might say something else is better, but I feel at home.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
I feel at home.

Stephanie Jones:
What is it specifically that makes you really like this place and makes it feel like home?

Speaker 1:
Like _____ I don’t know _____.
Stephanie Jones:
Okay.
Speaker 1:
But I know how people are.  I don’t know.  It just nothing like your home.

Stephanie Jones:
So, you feel like you know what’s going on here and stuff like that.  

Speaker 1:
Feel like I can relate to what’s going on.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.  I’m thinking about, you know, my _____, too, yeah.

Speaker 1:
Mm-hmm.

Stephanie Jones:
Do you remember, maybe, a favorite memory or something particular you think about your experience in Clayburn Homes?

Speaker 1:
My favorite what?

Stephanie Jones:
Memory.

Speaker 1:
Memory?  Nah – well, there be a whole lot of stuff going on, like – I don’t know.  Mm-mmm, I just can’t say.

Stephanie Jones:
You’re smiling, like you’ve got something.

Speaker 1:
[Laughter].

Stephanie Jones:
I feel like you’re saving it; I don’t know.

Speaker 1:
I don’t know.  I just know saying that – saying that everybody having some.  Everybody staying in Clayburn Homes, I used to always see people with nice clothes, stuff like that.  
Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
So, more like the things they staying in a poor neighborhood, they were living poor.  It seems like everybody was living kinda nice.  It was all right.  

Stephanie Jones:
So, they had nice clothes and nice stuff.  People are – 

Speaker 1:
Clothes, cars, stuff, nice houses like you would family size.  The people have to stay at Clayburn Homes you would’ve forgot why you was there.

Stephanie Jones:
So, it was different than what people expect of it.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
Totally different than what you’d think about it.

Speaker 1:
Yeah, something I always remember, but…

Stephanie Jones:
That’s good.  I think that’s helpful.  Thanks for helping me understand that.  Do you have any other questions?  Anything that you feel like I should know – because I’m an outsider who doesn’t understand Clayburn Homes, is there anything you feel like I should know about it?
Speaker 1:
You lawyers, doctors, everything and come from Clayburn Homes.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
There are a lot of people that come from Clayburn Homes.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
Like, even more probably in there, like more smart kids and stuff, like a lot of people I went to school with were very, very smart.

Stephanie Jones:
So, you feel like some good things come out of there.  It’s not just – 

Speaker 1:
Yeah.

Stephanie Jones:
Yeah.

Speaker 1:
Like, you’re gonna meet a lot of lawyers, and doctors, and stuff ten years from now – 

Stephanie Jones:
Who were actually from – 

Speaker 1:
– and they come from Clayburn Homes.

Stephanie Jones:
That’s right.  

Speaker 1:
Yes.

Stephanie Jones:
Well, thank you very much.  I appreciate it.  You’ve been helpful.

Speaker 1:
All right.

[End of Audio]
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