
Senior  Seminar :  Cr i t ica l  Theory
Eng l i sh  +85  ( sec .  2 ;  c rn  19047 )
Pro fesso r  Sha f fe r  (313  pa lmer ;
Pa lmer  203 :  TR  12 :30 -1 :45pm
Of f i ce  Hours :  TR 1  :45 -3  pm (and

and Methodology
;  f a l l  2008
phone  =  *391  6 )

by appointment)

Thls course wil l  examine serected deveropments in contemporary
cr i t ica l  theo:r -V and 1-hc ' i r  impact  on the teaching and study of
l i t e ra tu re .

TEXTS:
Bausch/Cassi11,  eds.  Nor ton Anthology shor t  F ic t ion z th ed.  (B)
Freud, Fi.re Lectures
Marl(, communist Manifesto and otl ler Revolutionary writ ings (M)
nicnte )
Library Reser@

CLASS POLICY:
Wri t ten work submit ted la te wi l l  be penal ized.  a t  the rate of  one
letter grade per 24-hour period. one unexcused absence per
semester  is  a l lowed;  two or  more wi l l  negat ive ly  af fect  your
f ina l  grade.  Fai lure to  complet ,e  any major  a"s lgnment  or  Eo
at tend c lass on a regular  bas is  wi l l  resul t  in  a fa i l ing grade
in the course.  A11 work for  th is  c lass must  be d.one in  s t r ic t
compliance with the Rhodes Honor Code

REQUIREMENTS:
Three  ou t -o f - c lass  essay  examina t i ons :  G0?
10-page  resea rch  essay :  2Ot
Pa r t  i  r - ' i  ne  |  ' i  nn  a f  J -  anArnna r!  q !  u r u r p c r L r \ r r l l  s e  u e r r s q r r v E ,  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  r  Q U i  Z Z e s  :  2 o *

Reading and wr i t ing ass ignments are due on the cLass dates
l i s ted  be low .  R r ino  fhe  o ' ' n rop r ia te  tex t  t o  c lass  each  day .

dav Date comlnent
Thursday Ausust 28 Course Intuoduction
Tuesday September 2 Melville, "Bartleby" (B)
Thursday 4 Joyce, "Araby" (B)
fuesdav 9 Faulkner, "A Rose for Emily" (B)
Thursday t 1 Gilman, "Yellqw Wallpaper" (B); Kafka, ,,HunserArtist" (B)

Tuesday 16
Wimsatt and Beardleg "Intentional Fallacy" (R); Eliot, ,,Tradition and
the Individual Talent" (R)

Thursdav t 8 Shklovsky, "Art as Technique" (R)

Tuesday 23
Rosenblatt, "Literature: A Performing At;'(m
in This Class?" (L)

Thursdav 25 Fish (L); Phelan, "Dialogue with Fish,' (R)
Tuesday 30 No Class
Thursday October 2 de Sausswe, "Nature of the Linguistic Sign" (R); Levi-Strauss,



"Stuctural Study of Myth" (R); First Exam Due
Tuesdav 7 Barthes, "Death of the Author" (R); Gass, 'Medium of Fiction" (L)
Thursday 9 No Class
Tuesday t4 Midterm Conferences

Thursday 16
Derrida, "Structure, Sig4 and Play in the Discourse of the Human
Sciences" (R)

Tuesdav 2 l Fall Break
Thursday 23 Denida (R)

Tuesdav 28 Fread. Five Lectures on Psvcho-Analvsis (F)

Thursday 30 Freud G)

Tuesday November 4

Freud, selections (R);Holland, "The Question: Who Reads What
How?" (R); Bloorq "Meditation upon Priority" (R) Second Exam
Due

Thursdav 6 Marx. Communist Manifesto (M\

Tuesdav 1 l Marx (M): Man. selections (R)
Thursday Bakhtin" "Response" &): Bakttin. fromDiscourse in the Novel (R)

Tuesday 1 8 Bakhtfur" "Epic and Novel" (L)

Thursdav 20
Achebe, "An Image of Aftica" @); Deleuze and Guattari, "What is a
Minor Literature" (R)

Tuesdav t < Woolf. selection (R): de Beauvior. selection (L)

Thursdav 27 Thankssivine Break

Tuesday December 2

Fetterley, "The Resistj:rg Reader" (R); Fetterley on Faulkner's
"Emily" (L); Ozick, "Literature and the Politics of Sex: A Dissent" (L)
Research Essay Due

Thursday 4
Gilbert and Gubar, "Infection in the Sentence: The Woman Writer and
the Anxiety of Authorship" (R)

Tuesdav 9 Moi, "Dialogue with Gilbert and Gubar" (R)
Fri-Wed 12-t7 Third Exam Due



Professor  Shaf fer

Writ ing Assignment Instructions

1.  Double-space your  essay.  use one- inch margins on the
right, left,  bottom, and top of each page. Use a normal
font  s ize (12) .  T i t le  your  essay and number your  pages.

2.  Be sure that  your  essay has an ident i f iab le thes is .

3.  Substant ia te your  argument  wi th  textuaL ev idence.

4.  use the present  tense in  your  essay whenever  poss ib le .

5.  Avoid p lot -summary whenever  poss ib le .

5.  Avoid contract ions whenever  poss ib le .

7.  Carefu l ly  proofread your  work before turn ing i t  in .

8. Put your name on the baqk of the last sheet of your essay,
and staple ( ra ther  t t lan c l ip)  the pages together .

9. Pledge your work under the Rhodes Honor Code.

l -0 .  A lways keep an ext ra copy of  your  essay in  safe-keeping.


