
ENGIS5T DAILY TEEMES
Professor Finlayson; finlayson@rhodes.edu

Spring 2007 Class: R l2:30-l:45 pM; B arretLrbrav 216
Ofllce hours: T tl-12 PM and l-3 pM and R 2-3. ex;. 3293

Writing Fellow: Katie HendersoU CRN: 27562

The New yorker; Everything's an Argunenl, Lunsford, Ruszkiewicz, Walters

Course. Description. The goal ofthis course is todev€lop your ability to read, think, and write critically, to employdiscussion and writing as a means of exploring and renning iaeas, and to express those ideas in effective prose. 151 willemphasize successive stages of the writing process, including pre-writing diafting una."ui.i*.-et teast one ofyourpapers will involve the use ofthe library and research mater[i and proper documJntation
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Topic

Information class.

The New Yorker,. EA Ch 2-4: lntro and Arg from Heart

The New Yorker; EA Ch 5: Arguments ofValue

The New Yorker; EA Ch 6: Arguments of Character

The New Yorker; M Ch 7; Fact and Reason

The New Yorker; EA Ch 8: Shucturing Arguments

Workshop (Midterm Paper due Mon ,Feb 26)

The New Yorker; EA Ch 9: Definitions

The New Yorker; EA Ch l0: Evaluations

NO CLASS. Spring Break

The New Yorker; Et! Ch 11-12: Causal Arg - proposals

The New Yorker;EA Ch 13-14: Humor - Figurative Language & Arg

NO CLASS. Easter Break.

Research discussion and timeline. El. Ch 1g-19: Evidence _ Fallacres

EA. Chs 20-22: plagiarism/sources

Last class. Paper 5 due by 5pm



ENG I55 ASSIGNMENTS AND POLICIES. PROFESSOR FINLAYSON

TEXTS
The primary text for this class is The New Yorker magazine, which I will dishibute on Thursdays for the following week'sreading lf the ir'r does not arive in time, I will leavJthem outside my_ office for you to pick up asap (check your email).You will read approximately two essays for each class, and we typicaily will decide u, u 

"tur, 
*t i"t 

"ssays 
we,ll read. Ireserve the option of assigning an.article liom a previous issue eliher eiectronically or by co fy. ii" u"* yorker is anintellectual magazine, known for its accomplished writing. As such, it is sometimes chuir"nfi'n, ,o ."ua. vou,ll want to setaside at least 6 hours each week outside ofclass for readiig essays and writing themes. vo,irrr"ugurlrr" puges should be

Till:l:ittt 
y*t notes and questions because you'll be eJpectei to contribute your comments in class (and you will needthese notes as you write your themes). The secondary text for this class is Everything's an Ar["*"*t,which is a guide torhetoric Because of the nature of the weekly primary text, I will make many srl-"i"""r 

""r'*nlements 
in class and viaemail.(for example, which essays or chapters io read'for the following weet;. 

^naurc 
,"r" tnJv", g"t this information andwrite it on your syllabus. You are responsible for knowing what we are reading. please check your email daily.

DAILY THEMES WRITING. You will submit apprpoximately four independent (see exception below) I -page, double-spaced papers each week. of the forr pages you submit, two may be on" "pup".." in 
"rrrJr 

*"ra.,lrv"u,d like to combinetwo days. ofwriting into one 2-page theme, and then write two addirional, ;i"p..d"n;'i;ug; i-imes for the week, that,sfine' Do keep in mind that the goal is for you to write on a daily basis. y;o 
"."'"*"tnp; 

ii;;*ritlrrg tnem"s tt e w""t<syour larger writing projects are workshopped. By the end ofthe semester, you should have app.oximutety ++ on"-pagedaily themes, a midterm 5-page essay, and an g-page final researcn paper.
Your themes are due by midnight each-school day (i.e. excluding weekends and holidays). you car only turn inone theme per dav (M-F), and alr themes mustre submitted uy rriaay,,ipril 20. tuJ;;;,iil'e Jut;"cts oryou,- aaitythemes should be inspired by several things: The New Yorkeriyour fersonal and academic experience here at Rhodes.Here's what you'll be writing (always write your NY themes beforsclass Thr^d"y ;J;l*;;. priviteg" ttre* in st ortweeks; in other words, ifyou write only 2 themes in one week-i.e. b/c you attend a Tu"rauy r"i.io, urrd b/c you have a2-pager-they rnust both be Ny themes):

2x NY: critique of th.e ass igned New Yorker readings.submit one for each article prior to class.lx EA: Identifu and discuss the week's El topic in-either a mt"uamg oiu .u.poi issue or create yourown argument, which employs the week's EA strategy.
1x open/Session: Thiscategory is technica-lly "open," but it should be related to our class discussion (ergowritten after class Thursday), either a foilow-up. NY theme or co-*";tury;;;" rhetoric strategies weread/discussed. I may.assign a topic periodically. (Ifyou attend you. ieil;", i;;;;uy ,"ssion, you maysubmit this theme as "Tuesday session" and be exempt fro. u"tuutty *riiing *iarrilgr.

AFTER EASTER BfuEAK: Your themes witt all be steps in your research project. please designate them as kp.

Although Daily Themes fosters a more uffestricted wdting environment than other writing courses, you should
:IlIt lT " :rycific 

point to vour writing. You can consider it a"thesis, ;;;,".t";i;;ilo. 
"u",i.;u.t 

* u'uryi"urrocus ln any case, your themes should produce ideas that are well-developed and supio.t"a. au"iiri.pry meanderingaimlessly through a random thought.
Your writing should be typed w^ith ap proximatery 300 words per page (i.e. Times Roman 12; r,, margins),double-spaced Proofread your papers for rypos and grammar errors.- Re"kl""r.'"rro., o. ."unt roJ 

"ount 
*ill affect yourDaily Themes grade. wheneveiyou documelt u sori*, p["r" r." trre MLA format, th"rgn v",,""a *t document ourweekly readings. For electronically submitted themes, piease title your e-file as follows: laitnametheme#.doc; forexample: jones6 for the 66 theme. on the top of each theme, yoi nrzsl include your name, a title, the date, file name,and type: NY, EA, open or 'TuesdaJt sess-iin". rt is imperative that you submit and ao"um"nlthemes correctly, orr will not be able to access/read them and you will not receive credit. For example, irt ."""iu" t o tnemes with thesame #, only one will count; if I receive a word Perfect file, I will not be aur. to 

"p"r'ii*Jyoo 
,iir oo, g.t...air.

Your Name
Date
Name3.doc NY/f, A./Open/Session
Title of theme



ELECTRONIC SUBMTSST.N. Vgu yjr_r rytmit vour themes to my faculty in-box. To get there: start > Run > type\\fi leserver I \Acad Dept Pqrn\English\Finlayson Rebecca lni"it arug una arop your file into In-Box (double check thatit is Finlayson) I willretum them in 
"lu.t. 

fuiu." tt ut you drag the wora fiL -a 
"otu,il.n.ut 

fiom your desktop.Because one ofyour themes each week will be written ior youJr"lovr' to ."ud, please name those themes as follows:lastnametheme#.WF.doc. you should k""p 
"t."tr-i" "opiJJJiir_r_ 

you. tf,.ln"r.

MIDTERM PAPER' Midway through-the semester, you will write a 5-page essay, essentially an expansion ofone ofyourearlier themes. In this paper, you will both critique a AlF"rruy-unO of", your own argument.

RESEARCH PAPER & RESEARCH THEMES.In the fmal weeks of the semester, you will use your themes as buildingblocks to create a cohesive argumentativ€ essay in the style oii&e New yorker's ownessays. These themes shouldnotbe
i::i1::T:J::: 

,aper' Rather, vou will draw from ti,"se trr"me, to create your final essay. I will give you topics/choices

CoNFERENCES AND CLASS MEETINGS. B^ecause our class gathers only once each week, it is your responsibility to meetwith me and/or with your writing.Fellow for help and/or ii3""*t". once the semester i. u;i";;;y, you.f,e1ow willoffer optional' though recommended, 
-gather^ings io discuss you, wort twi"e. u montrr 1iryo, att"nJyou may effectivelyskip vour open theme for rhe week). Ii conf".in"es ''itn ,o'", *"lI ai..ur, ;il;;;;;'";;io'iri.itrng una th" *ortyou've already submitted' Please bring a folder of you. th"tn", *rr"n.u"r you meet with me or your fellow. we will meetofficiallv as a class once each week orirr'u..auy to air";J;;j;; ;jilii,liffi. ;i:u1'"1?pr"pu."a to have yourthemes read in class by your peers.as we'11 occasionatty hotJ *o*shops_ and readings. If you have a theme that you,d likekept confidential for any reason, please indicate thir on r" irr"." ,tr"lf (otherwise, it may appear in class).

GRADING PoLIcY' Your grade will be based largely on your efforts throughout the semester to write thoughtful andconsistent daily themes Although I won't grade Jaci essay inaividuatty, I will be assessing your development andtmprovement from week to week, which will result in 60/o of your final grade. ror the irrr? i,."'t ij'rrr" ."rester, I willonly comment on your themes' Beginning-around trr.." s, ili.J..ent and assign you a check/minus/plus so that youcan begin-to gauge your progress. You wlll receive a" 
""*"r 

g."i. * .id term and at the end ofthe semester.Your two lonser naoers will receive formal graa"s 1t6z, ior the mia+e.m pap"rizoz io.1t 
" 

,-"r"ur"t pup".;.Because ofthe limiteJclass time. participation -a rtt"naunl. u,. lmperarive. l0% ofyour final grade will be based onyour level ofdiscussion in class' your thoughtfut peer reviews in w-ort<shop, and your commitment to productive sessionswith me and your Fellow' Because we onl/rneet once each week, I expect perfect attendance. In the event ofanemergency' please contact me as so-on as possible (beforehand would be best). Ii;;;;;;;^rh* one class, your gradewill drop by two-tiers (A becomes B+ ana * *; rot 
"u.l 

auy mi"ss"a; iryou'mi..n,*" *r"ni},."" 
"lasses, 

you will failthe course Please be on time lf you are absent or late, it ir yiu. .".pon.ibility to find outy' om a classmate \Nhatyoa

HoNoR coDE' All ofyour work for this course must adhere to the R}odes honor code. If you are ever unsure ifyoumight be violating the code, prease contact me or arother professor to lind out.
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